Google 


This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 

to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 

to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 

are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  maiginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 

publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  tliis  resource,  we  liave  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 
We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  fivm  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attributionTht  GoogXt  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  in  forming  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liabili^  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.   Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 

at|http: //books  .google  .com/I 


:     -.ST 

ANNUAL    REPORT 

( 

- 

OF  TlIK 

1  • 

« 

LIBRARIAN 

OF  TIIK 

w      m 
m 

-  • 

••♦■ 

1 

jrjJtnilence  ilttWii: 

• 

' 

rOF.   THE 

• 

Year  Ending  FEBn-iA 

imi()Vii)i:n(  i: 

i<\-  ['..  mv. 

,,.      1..     nti:i 

:MAN     .v     ro..    |«I!1NTKH>     H» 

1  s  T  11 . 

rm.   ^1  \  ri 

■  • 

•  ■ 


FIRST    ANNUAL    REPORT 


OF  THE 


LIBRARIAN 


OP  THE 


tWHj 


lidd^nce  pnlilic  ICibrariJ, 


.'4 

'C 


p 


% 

For  the  Yl\r  Ending  February  3,  1879. 


PRO  VrOKXC^K: 

B.      I..     FUKKMAN    &     <•().,    HKISTKKS    TO     TIIK     STATK. 

1870. 


•  ••  •    < 
•  •  • 

,  •  •     •  • 


Annual  Report  of  the  Librarian. 


To  THE  Board  of  Trustees: 

Gentlemen:  —  I  have  the  honor  to  present  herewith  my  first 
annual  report.  In  the  appendix  accompanying  will  be  fonnd  in 
detail  the  tables  and  figures  showing  the  work  of  the  year  ending 
FVbruarv  3,  1879. 

itENEral  statement. 

The  collection  of  books  rendered  accessible  to  the  public  by  tlie 
opening  of  the  library  one  year  ago.  was  derived  (1)  from  the  collec- 
tion furnished  by  the  Providence  Association  of  Mechanics  and  Man- 
ufacturers, as  an  ecjuivalent  of  one-half  of  its  subscription  of  $10,000, 
(♦;.*222  volumes);  (2)  from  various  other  gifts,  (461  volumes);  and  (3) 
from  works  purchased  with  the  library's  fund,  (3,624  volumes.)* 

In  like  manner,  the  3,491  books  added  during  the  year  just  closed, 
have  included  (1)  93  volumes  from  the  collection  of  the  Providence 
Association  of  Mechanics  and  Manufacturers,  not  previously  obtaina- 
ble; (2)  2,028  volumes  from  various  donors;  (3)  2G5  volumes  trans- 
ferred by  binding  or  otherwise,  and  (4)  1,105  volumes  purchased  by 
the  library.  91  volumes  have  been  withdrawn  from  the  library  during 
tlie  year.     The  present  number  is  therefore  13, 707.  f 

condition   of   TirE    HOOKS. 

The  fact  that  many  of  the  books  had  received  their  full  share  of  use 
before  becoming  the  pro|>erty  of  this  library,  added  to  the  very  large 


•  Sec  Appendix,  No.  2. 
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use  of  this  year,  explains  the  hirge  amount  of  wear  and  l»ar  ooo.i^ioned. 
Seventy  vohimes  have  been  condemned  during  the  year,  as  worn  out, 
4,127  have  been  rebound,  and  over  1,200  repaired.  Others  which  are 
now  in  use,  will  soon  need  rebinding.  This  annoying  necessity  diverts 
large  sums  of  money  from  the  i)urchiise  of  much  needed  new  books, 
makes  heavy  demands  upon  time  already  fully  occupied  in  library 
work,  and  is  a  serious  hindrance  to  the  public  using  the  library,  since 
the  books  which  constant  use  would  thus  disable,  and  withdraw  from 
circulation,  are  naturally  those  which  are  in  constant  demand. 


GIFTS. 

The  additions  by  gift  during  the  year  are  an  evidence  of  a  large 
amount  of  interest  in  the  library,  on  the  part  of  the  public*  The 
list  of  donors,  given  in  full,  in  the  ap|iendix,f  comprises  residents  of 
the  city  and  non-residents,  governments,  societies,  colleges,  and  libra- 
ries; the  58  volumes  received  from  the  latter  being,  in  most  instances, 
in  the  way  of  exchange.  Acknowledgment  is  here  gladly  made  of  the 
courtesy  shown  by  several  organizations  in  collecting  full  sets  of  their 
publications  for  deposit  in  this  library.  Several  Providence  authors, 
also,  have  placed  in  the  library  copies  of  their  works.  This  is  a  fitting 
act.  The  town  of  Concord,  Massachusetts,  small  in  })P')ulation,  great 
in  literature,  takes  ])ride  in  one  of  the  alcoves  of  iio  public  library 
filled  solely  with  the  works  of  Concord  authors.  A  local  pride  should 
cause  a  corresponding  collection  in  this  library.  In  short,  nothing  of 
local  interest  is  outside  the  scope  of  this  collection.  Adapting,  for 
our  purpose,  the  statement  made  by  another  library,  we  may  announce 
that  "the  public  library  should  contain  every  memorial,  whether 
book,  pamj)hlet,  map,  broadside,  print,  photograph,  or  the  like,  which 
is  procurable,  and  which  in  any  way  illustrates  the  history  or  to])ogra- 
phy  of  the  city  "  of  Providence. 


PURCHASES. 


The  uumber  of  books  purchased,  though  large,  as  compared  with 
the  original  number,  is  decidedly  smaller  than  it  should  have  been, 
when  we  consider  that  the  number  of  persons  now  using  the  library  is 
larger  by  134  than  the  original  number  of  volumes,  that  the  avenigo 
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number  of  vol'«me8  purchased  per  week  is  only  21+  *  while  the  aver- 
age number  of  persons  registered  per  week  is  207;  and  that  the  present 
is  an  exceptionally  favorable  time  for  purchasing  books  at  low  rates. 
These  considerations  would  seem  to  emphasize  the  imperative  necessity 
for  largely  increasing  the  funds  available  for  this  purpose. 

In  the  appendix  will  be  found  a  detailed  statement  of  the  additions 
to  each  department  during  the  year.f  The  works  obtained  by  gift, 
of  course,  do  not  so  clearly  indicate  the  attempt  made  by  the  library 
to  meet  the  needs  of  the  public,  yet  there  are  few  instances  in  which 
the  result  is  unsatisfactory.  In  the  case  of  Geography  and  of  Juvenile 
books,  the  additions  might  well  have  been  many  more  than  the  actual 
number.  J  Few,  out  of  the  great  mass  of  any  given  community  have 
learned  the  right  use  of  books,  or  indeed,  of  their  own  mental  powers. 
It  is  one  function  of  a  public  library  to  afford  a  means  of  education  in 
this  regard,  iis  well  as  to  supply  reading  such  as  will  gratify  the  un- 
formed tastes  of  readers;  and  this  not  by  withdrawing  such  reading, 
liut  by  wisely  directing  the  use  of  it.  Observation  shows  that  with  all 
persons  the  natural  tendency  is  to  begin,  as  children, — the  same  is  true 
with  untrained  adults, — with  imaginative  literature,  and  to  pass  suc- 
cessively from  that  to  descriptive  narration,  and  scientific  discussion. 
A  school-boy,  at  one  stage  of  his  development,  reads  with  avidity 
Dickens'  "Tale  of  Two  Cities";  at  a  later  period  he  studies  with  inter- 
est the  history  *  Miat  French  revolutionary  epoch  which  the  novelist's 
I>en  has  illustrated;  and  still  later  is  prepared  intelligently  to  investi- 
gate the  principles  of  social  economy  underlying  such  uprisings  of  the 
[Kiople.  The  public  library,  much  more  than  a  library  for  any  special 
class  of  readers,  takes  most  of  its  beginners  at  the  lowest  of  these 
stiiges,  and  it  is  only  right  that  its  selection  of  books  should  recognize 
this  fact.  The  tables  given  in  the  appendix  show  that  in  this  library, 
the  works  of  fiction,  juveniles,  poetry,  and  other  literature,  predomi- 
nate, that  history,  biography,  and  geography  are  next  in  order,  and 
th(*  scientific  classes  next,§  (omitting  volumes  of  reports.) 


AMOUNT   OF   USE. 

The  use  of  the  librarv  has  been  of  two  kinds, — external  and  inter- 
nal;  and  the  records  of  each  have  been  kei)t  separat:ely.     The  latter 

*  See  Appendix,  No.  2. 

t  See  Appendix,  No.  5. 

%  See  Appendix,  Noa.  5  and  11. 

)i  See  Appendix,  No.  5. 
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has  consisted  (1)  in  consulting  a  collection  of  over  300  cyclopaedias, 
dictionaries,  and  other  books  of  reference;  (2)  of  reading  the  current 
numbers  of  periodicals;  (3)  of  consulting  the  government  publica- 
tions, pamphlets,  etc.,  at  the  library;*  and  (4)  of  examining  ait  the 
library,  for  purposes  of  study  mainly,  books  which  may  be  taken 
home.  This  latter  use  amounts  to  6,524. f  The  use  of  the  periodi- 
cals is  large,  but  by  no  means  what  it  might  have  been  with  more 
ample  accommodations  for  reading.  The  use  of  pamphlets  has  been 
much  in  excess  of  what  might  have  been  supposed,  and  has  warranted 
the  binding  of  some,  for  permanent  location  in  the  library.^  The 
use  of  the  reference  books  has  not  been  registered,  these  being  placed 
on  shelves  outside  the  counter,  but  that  it  has  been  a  very  large  use, 
there  is  no  doubt.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  volumes  whose 
use  is  restricted  to  the  library  amounted  to  935,  leaving  9,372  as  the 
total  number  which  could  be  drawn  out.  Of  these  books  there  have 
been  90,685  issues,  equivalent  to  a  use  of  each  one  9i«,  times.  The 
balance  of  books  out  of  the  library  at  any  given  time  has  been  through- 
out the  year  a  high  figure,  being  for  most  of  the  year  over  1,800.  g 
The  number  of  books  withdrawn  from  circulation  for  the  purpose  of 
re-binding  has  also  for  the  greater  part  of  the  year  exceeded  500.  If, 
now,  we  make  these  two  deductions  from  the  number  given  above  as 
accessible  to  borrowers,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  range  of  choice  has  in 
most  cases  been  extremely  narrow.  Yet  the  average  daily  issue  for 
the  year  of  books  for  home  use  has  been  295  +  ,  on  one  day  reaching 
915,  and  on  no  day  falling  so  low  as  100.  ||  This  indicates  not  merely 
the  existence  of  a  large  demand  for  the  books,  but  also  the  fact  that 
there  is  very  little  **dead  "  material  in  the  library,  which  no  one  can 
be  induced  to  read.  It  is  evident  that  there  has  been  little  time  lost 
in  replacing  the  returned  books  on  the  shelves,  and  indeed,  books  have 
frequently  been  placed  on  the  shelf  just  in  time  to  be  taken  down  and 
reissued.  It  is  evident  also  that  if  the  unsuccessful  applications  could 
have  been  satisfied,  the  aggregate  number  issued  would  have  been  much 
larger. 

In  view  of  the  circumstances  thus  shown  to  narrow  materially  the 
choice  of  books,  the  above  statistics  of  large  use  are  significant;  chiefly 
however  as  showing  the  unmistakable  demand  existing  for  a  library  of 
this  kind,  and  the  pressing  necessity  for  meeting  the  demand  more  fully. 


♦  See  Appendix.  No.  6. 
t  See  Appendix,  No.  6. 
X  Sec  Appendix,  No.  8. 
$  Sec  Appendix,  No.  18. 
i  See  Appendix,  No.  7. 
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CLASSIFICATIOX    OF    USE. 

A  more  important  matter  than  the  amount  of  use  is  the  nature  of 
the  use;  yet  in  underUiking  to  interpret  the  figures  representing  it,  so 
many  are  the  unknown  conditions  involved  tliat  it  is  necessary  to  guard 
against  dogmatic  assum})tions  which  may,  or  may  not  represent  the 
matter  truly.  If  the  library  contiiined  but  one  kind  of  books,  by  one 
class  of  authors,  read  by  one  class  of  persons,  who  used  no  other  library, 
and  who  alwavs  used  this  in  the  same  frame  of  mind,  and  for  the  same 
purpose,  one  might  be  able  to  speak  with  authority  as  to  definite  effects. 
In  reahtv,  not  one  of  these  conditions  is  observed,  and  while  we  know 
the  figures,  we  may  hesiUte  as  to  the  inferences.  Yet  there  are  some 
conclusions  which  these  figures  would  seem  securely  to  establish. 

Regarding  the  library,  for  convenience,  as  divided  into  the  three 
great  classes  of  Literature,  History,  (including  Biography  and  (ieogra- 
phy),  and  Science,*  the  rank  of  these  classes  as  to  their  use  is  found 
to  agree  with  their  rank  as  to  number  of  volumes;  yet  the  percentage 
of  use  in  the  imaginative  classes  much  exceeds  that  of  the  others. f 
No  other  result  wjis  to  be  expected,  from  the  considerations  already 
adduced,  yet  in  successive  years  this  disparity  may  be  altered,  as  is 
shown  by  the  annual  reports  of  the  Boston  Public  Library  from  1870 
to  1875.  In  the  former  vear  the  use  of  fiction  in  the  Lower  Hall  con- 
stituted  78  {Kjr  cent,  of  the  total  issue,  in  the  latter,  69  per  cent* 
Sixty-nine  jwr  cent,  is  the  record  of  fiction  in  this  library  for  the  year 
just  closed,  and  that  this  is  rather  below  than  above  the  usual  record 
of  [jublic  libraries  is  shown  by  comparison  with  the  figures  of  similar 
libraries  given  in  the  files  of  the  Library  Journal,  The  percentage 
of  the  juvenile  liction  2is  related  to  the  total  of  fiction  is  also  an  in- 
structive feature,  since  in  youth  a  use  of  such  imaginative  literature 
is  more  fitting  than  in  adult  life,  when  the  mind  may  be  sup])osed  to 
be  more  fully  developed;  and  the  former  is  found  to  be  more  than  one- 
third  of  the  whole. t  The  use  of  biography  is  so  much  smaller  than 
that  of  history  or  geography  that  a  wider  reading  of  this  class  may 
with  propriety  be  commended  to  the  public,  ])articularly  in  view  of 
the  decided  excellence  of  many  of  the  recent  publications  in  this  de- 
partment.    The  use  of  the  collection  of  works  on  art  is  e<piivalent  to  a 

•  St***  Ro»ton  Public  Library,  Hunnal  n»port,  ISTO.    Appendix,  XVI. 
t  Scu  Appt^ndlx,  No.  9. 
*ScM'  Appendix,  No.  1». 
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gratifying  that  taste.  No  necessity  of  the  library,  I  may  be  allowed  to 
say,  seems  to  me  more  urgent  than  that  of  a  fund  to  be  set  apart  for 
this  purpose,  large  enough  to  keep  pace  with  the  increasingly  intelli- 
gent use  of  the  library,  and  available  at  an  early  period.  It  is  true 
that  the  disappointment  which  the  inability  to  pursue  such  researches 
occasions  is  in  the  ease  of  some  readere  mitigated  by  the  opportunity 
of  using  such  admirable  collections  as  those  of  the  Brown  University 
Library  and  the  Providence  Athenaeum;  yet  there  is  a  large  class  of 
i-eaders  who  do  not  enjoy  these  privileges,  but  who,  in  the  language 
of  Mr.  Ticknor,  are  **  struggling  up  to  honorable  distinctions,"  and 
who  "should  be  encouraged  and  helped  to  do  it.-' 


ASSISTANCE   AND   SU(;GE8TI0N8  TO    READERS   AT  THE    LIBRARY. 

It  has  been  the  aim  of  the  librarian  throughout  the  year  to  render 
all  the  assistance  to  persons  using  the  library,  which  time  and  oppor- 
tunity afforded.  He  is  glad  to  believe  also  that  the  public  has  been 
served  by  those  associated  with  him  in  library  work,  for  the  most  part 
in  a  faithful  and  courteous  manner.  In  spite  of  the  occasions  for  an- 
noyance, owing  to  the  necessary  delay  in  issuing  books,  and  the  failure 
to  obtain  a  given  book,  not  in  at  the  time  of  application,  with  scarcely 
an  exception  the  public  has  been  found  patient  and  appreciative,  and 
ready  to  acknowledge  even  slight  services.  The  hearty  sense  of  obli- 
gation manifested  on  many  occasions  has  been  more  than  sufficient  to 
counterbalance  the  few  instances  of  an  opposite  nature.  It  is  by  cases 
like  these,  extending  through  a  scries  of  years,  that  a  library  makes 
for  itself  fast  friends,  and  sends  its  roots  down  deep  into  the  affections 
of  the  public. 

Mindful  of  the  fact  that  an  aimless  habit  of  reading  is  one  of  the 
chief  perils  of  a  beginner  in  a  public  library,  the  librarian  has  during 
the  year  put  in  operation  two  measures  specially  designed  to  counteract 
this  evil.  One  of  these  is  the  pnictice,  continued  without  a  day's  in- 
terruption, from  the  beginning,  of  daily  library  notes  on  current  events 
and  topics.  A  brief  explanation  and  illustration  of  these  notes  accom- 
])any  this  report,*  and,  to  (juote  the  language  there  used,  it  lias  been 
found  eminently  successful  in  breaking  into  these  purposeless  habits  of 
readers,  and  in  giving  their  **  reading  a  definite  direction  and  purpose. 
Being  precisely  in  the  line  of  what  is  at  the  time  uppermost  in  the 
thoughts  of  the  public,  it  commends  itself  to  their  notice  with  more 

♦  Sim*  Appendix.  No.  16. 
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than  ordinary  directness.''  The  other  practice  is  that  of  allowing  a 
l)er8on  desirous  of  obtaining  a  specific  book  to  leave  at  the  library  a 
)K)stal  card  directed  to  himself,  to  be  immediately  mailed  to  him  on 
the  return  of  the  book  to  the  library,  the  book  meantime  to  be  kept 
for  him  for  a  time  not  exceeding  one  day,  at  the  end  of  which  time 
it  goes  to  any  one  else  who  may  call  for  it.  Successive  unavailing 
trials  for  a  given  book  tend  to  produce  a  feeling  of  indifference  in  the 
mind  of  the  applicant,  and  lead  him  to  feel  satisfied  with  **any  book, 
no  matter  what."  So  far  from  furthering  this  tendency,  a  library 
should  do  all  that  is  possible  to  prevent  it;  and  the  practice  here  indi- 
cated is  found  to  be  very  serviceable.  The  notice  was  posted  Novem- 
*)er  1,  1878,  and  in  the  thirteen  weeks  intervening,  sixty-three  books 
have  thus  been  obtained. 

There  ai-e  three  main  sources  of  information,  accessible  to  the  public 
respecting  the  books  in  the  librai*y:  (1)  the  lists,  whose  arrangement 
is  classified,  and  which,  at  opening,  were  the  only  sources  available; 
(2)  the  announcements  of  books  newly  added,  on  the  bulletin  board, 
the  arniugement  of  which  is  by  date  of  accession,  and  (3)  the  card 
catalogue,  the  arrangement  of  which  is  alphabetical.  The  two  for- 
mer answer  a  temporary  purpose,  but  the  latter  is  designed  to  be  the 
{K'rmanent  and  official  record  of  the  contents  of  the  library. 

OUTSIDE   COOPERATION    IN    ASSISTANCE   TO    READERS. 

However  much  the  librarian  may  desire  to  see  the  full  benefit  of  the 
library's  use  attained  in  the  case  of  each  one,  yet,  among  such  a  mass 
of  readers,  it  is  impossible  for  him  to  reach  each  one  personally.  He 
must  then  delegate  his  influence  to  those  who  are  brought  into  imme- 
diate relations  with  the  individual  readers.  There  are  three  })reemi- 
oent  means  of  extending  such  an  influence;  namely,  through  the 
clergy,  the  press,  and  the  teachers  in  the  schools,  and  to  each  one 
of  these  instrumentalities  the  librarian  has  been  indebted,  during 
the  year,  for  cooperation  in  this  matter.  Not  only  do  those  who  are 
pursuing  a  course  of  study,  whether  in  schools  or  in  college,  form  a 
large  jKjrcentage  of  the  readers  using  a  public  library;  they  also  con- 
stitute by  far  the  majority  of  those  who  use  the  library  for  purposes  of 
study  and  research,  since  those  who  are  engaged  in  business  or  profes- 
sional life  are  too  often  blessed  with  the  inclination,  but  not  the  time 
to  do  this.  When  it  is  remembered  also  that  the  school-children  of 
to-day  are  the  adult  public  of  future  years,  and  that  if  this  library  is 
to  have  in  the  future  a  more  intelligent  use  by  the  general  adult  public 
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than  is  usual  with  public  libraries,  the  work  must  be  done  now,  it  will 
be  seen  how  important  and  lasting  a  benefit  may  be  attained  by  a  ju- 
dicious cooperation  between  the  school  and  the  library;  a  cooperation 
which  happily  in  the  case  of  our  own  library  and  schools  is  likely  to  be 
secured.  For  the  functions  of  an  institution  like  this  are  not  wholly 
concerned  with  present  benefit  and  conspicuous  results.  It  sends  its 
influences  far  into  the  future,  and,  brought  into  relation  as  it  is,  with 
the  whole  public,  becomes  in  truth  a  factor  among  the  forces  of  civili- 
zation, through  which  the  conditions  of  living  and  thinking  in  the 
future  shall  differ  in  some  regard  from  those  of  this  day. 

RELATIONS  TO   OTHER   LIBRARIES. 

The  time  is  past,  if  it  ever  existed,  when  the  establishment  of  a 
library  was  of  interest  and  importance  to  its  own  circle  of  readers  alone. 
The  ways  are  many  in  which  one  library,  intentionally  or  otherwise, 
may  be  of  service  to  another.  The  existence  of  the  other  large  and 
important  libraries  in  this  city  has  uucjuestionably  been  a  means  of 
benefit  in  our  own  work,  and  our  relations  with  them,  particularly 
those  of  Brown  University,  and  the  Providence  Athenaeum,  have  been 
frequent  and  of  the  pleasantest  nature.  Nor  are  such  relations  con- 
fined to  any  one  city  or  state.  The  last  few  years  have  witnessed  a 
constantly  developing  system  of  cooperation  and  interchange  of  ideas 
and  methods  among  libraries  everywhere.  Although  Providence  ranks 
seventeenth  in  population  among  the  cities  of  the  country,  yet,  when 
its  public  library  was  opened  one  year  ago,  there  were  at  least  170 
libraries  surpassing  it  in  number  of  volumes;  and  even  now,  after  the 
lapse  of  a  year,  it  is  surpassed  by  more  than  70  libraries,  many  of 
which  started  from  smaller  beginnings  than  its  own.  To  begin  on  a 
small  scale  is  nothing  amiss,  but  a  broad  and  generous  public  spirit 
will  not  rest  satisfied  with  long  continued  contracted  dimensions,  for 
an  institution  whose  purposes  and  work  are  so  worthy. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS   OF   OBLIGATIONS. 

It  would  be  impossible  to  acknowledge  every  instjince  in  which  the 
librarian  has  been  laid  under  obligation  by  the  valuable  assistance  of 
others.  He  cannot  allow  this  opportunity  to  pjiss,  however,  without 
testifying  to  the  judicious  and  complete  cooperation  of  the  library 
committee.  In  behalf  of  the  library,  he  would  also  acknowledge  its 
obligation  to  both  the  daily  newspapers,  whose  interest  and  courtesy  is 
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beyond  praise;  to  the  members  of  the  police  force  for  well -appreciated 
service  in  various  directions;  tx)  many  of  the  teachers  in  the  schools 
for  their  untiring  and  very  effective  cooperation;  and  to  the  many 
donors  to  the  library,  mentioned  in  full  elsewhere,*  some  of  whose 
gifts  are  of  the  highest  value. 

Nor  can  he  withhold  from  his  staff  of  assistants  the  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  high  sense  of  responsibility  they  have  manifested,  by 
which  they  have  gained  his  confidence,  and  of  their  conscientious  per- 
formance of  laborious  duty,  without  which  his  own  efforts  would  have 
lacked  fulfilment. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  E.  FOSTER,  Librarian. 
Providence  Public  Library,  Feb.  4,  1879. 


•  See  Appendix,  No.  18. 


Appendix. 


No.    1.  General  statement. 
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APPENDIX,    NO.    1. 
GKNERAL  STATEMKNT. 


00 


,2 
fa 


Books;  (in  circulation). 
Books;  (for  reference). 


c^  "*  Reports 

c> 


9,872 
255 
680 


Total,  Volumes i   10,307       3.491 


"Si 

5f 


Pamphlets 

Periodicals;  (unbound  volumes). . . . 
Periodicals;  (unbound  odd  numbers) 

Total,  Trial  matter 


'Dot 


2,944 

58 
489 


334 

178 

8,403 

3,915 


86 
5 


91 


oa 


^^ 


00 


12,225 

318 

1,169 


13,707 


6 

344 

178 

3,403 

6 

3,925 

APPENDIX,   NO.   2. 

SOURCES  OP  ACCESSIONS.* 


i  Feb.  4,  -1  Added,    Feb.  4, 
'    1878.      1878-9.      1879. 


A— 
Jl 

a 


From  tbe  Providence  Association  of  Mechanics 

and  Manufacturers 6,222 


-From  other  gifts. . . 
•From  transfers,  etc. 
-From  purchases 


*  Of  volumeM.  not  including  "trial  mutter.'^ 

t  Total,  gifttf,  in  volumen 

;  Wwkly  average  of  pnrchai<ef«,  (52  weckv,)  ^l  4-. 


93  ;  t«.315 

461        2,028  t2,489 

265  i  265 

I 

3,624      tl,105  4,729 


Total ,    10,307  i     3,491      13.798 


.H.H04 
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APPENDIX,   NO.    3. 

GAIN    AND   1.088   IN   BOOKS  DURING   THE   YEAR   1878-7S). 

Gain. 

From  the  Providence  Association  of  .Mechanics  and  Manufacturers,  in 

book  form 23 

From  the  Providence  Association  of  Mechanics  and  Manufacturers,  in 

pamphlet  form,  since  bound 70 

From  other  donors,  in  book  form 1,713 

**        **           •*        in  pamphlet  form,  since  bound 25 

From  exchange 5 

From  replacing  lost  copy 2 

Pamphlets  bound,  tmnsferred G 

Books  bought  in  sheets,  etc. ,  transferred 205 

Periodicals  purchased,  bound 15 

Periodicals  currently  subscribed  for,  bound  . 32 

Purchases 1,3U5 

Total  gain 3,491 

Total  loss i)l 

Net  gain 3,400 

By  withdrawal  in  exchange 5 

**  sale 1 

*'  accidental  loss 8 

•'   theft 5 

**  condemnation 70 

'*   uncancelled  charge ! 2 

Total  loss 91 


APPENDIX,   NO.   4. 

DONORS.* 

Doiiorh.     B()okr>. 

Whole  number,  (excluding  anonymous,  etc.,  and  including  P.  A. 

M.&M) 1G4 

Number  previous  to  opening 47 

Number  of  volumes  previous  to  opening,  (including  anonymousgift^).  (>,G83 

Number  during  the  year 142 

Number  of  volumes,  during  the  year,  (including  anonymous  gifts). .  2,121 

Number  of  individuals H4 

Number  of  separate  gifts  of  books 107 

Total  gifts,  (including  books  from  P.  A.  M.  «fc  M.) 8,804 

♦  Seo  AiUMMidix.  No.  18,  for  alphabetical  list  of  donorii. 


REPORT  OF  THE    LIBRARIAN. — APPENDIX. 


17 


APPENDIX,   NO.   5. 


C0HP081TI0N   OF  TUB  LIBRARY  BY  CLASSES. 


Unassigned.  ((yeneral  class) 1,054 

( Fiction,  (Adult).         )  (  2,168 

(Juvenile.)     [-Literature \     587 

/  Other  literature,         )  (417 

History 1     l,a55 

Biograpliy '        961 

«eography '     1,012 


Sot 


Philosophical  science. 

Natural 

Practical 

S<x'ial 

Art 


<  t 


tt 


543 
482 
380 
♦1,486 
162 


♦1,147 
686 
507 
180 
209 
145 
186 
115 
109 
109 
78 
01 


♦2.201 

2,854 

1,094 

606 

1,264 

1,106 

1,148 

658 

591 

489 

♦1,564 

228 


Total 10,807      ^8,491    tl3,798 


•  Include*  larf^e  inimbcn*  of  voInmeH  reckoned  a»  "  reports  " 

*  Dednct  91  voliimi>«i  withdrawn  during  the  year;  3,491  is  the  total  and  not  the  net  gain. 
t  PHn*cutage  of  total  increase  to  total  original  number,  SS-f-. 


app?:ndix,  no.  o. 


USE  OF  THE   LIBRARY  WITHIN   THK   ROOM. 


Books 
consulted. 


Acjrregate  use ,      6,524 


Periodi- 
cals, etc. 


Total. 


Average  i)er  day 


21+  i 


7,483      14,007 


24-f- 


454- 


Largest  on  any  day [Dec.  28,  1878] 114 

Smallest     **      "       [Feb.  5, 1878J 8 

Urgest  on  any  week [Jan.  27— Feb.  1 ,  1879|  . .     471 


Smallest 


ii      t  • 


[July  1—6,  1878] 133 


Urgest  on  any  month [March,  1878] 1,927 


SmalU»st 


»C  44 


[July,  1878] 1,102 


Average  weekly  use 270 

monthly  use 1,170 
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APPENDIX,   NO.    7. 

USB   OF  THE   LIBRARY  BY   BORKOWii:R8. 

No.  of  days  open  for  borrowing  books 307 

hours  per  day 11 


<f 


Total  number  of  houre 3,377 

Aggregate  use 90,685 

Average  per  day 295+ 

Largest  on  any  day [Feb.  23,  1878] 915 

Smallest    **      "      [July  30,  Oct.  23,  1878] 105 

Largest  on  any  week [Feb.  25— March  2,  1878] 3,155 

Smallest    **      *•         LJ^b' 15— 20,  1878] 1,031 

Largest  on  any  month [March,  1878] 11,990 

Smallest    **      "            [July,  1878] 4,989 

Average  weekly  use 1,745  f 

**       monthly  use 7,557-r 

Days  on  which  the  number  issued  fell  between  100  and    150 19 

171 

53 

3(3 

14 

12 

1 

1 


150 

800 

300 

400 

400 

500 

500 

600 

000 

700 

700 

800 

800 

1,000 

Total  number  of  days 307 

On  117  days,  the  issues  exceeded  295+,  which  is  the  daily  average  for  the  year 

APPENDIX,   NO.   8. 

CLASSIFIED   USE,    BY  BORROWERS. 

Class  0,  [Unassigned] 3,024 

1,  Literature 64.510 

2,  History 5,494 

3,  Biography 3,043 

4,  Geography 4,813 

5,  Philosophical  science 1,740 

6,  Natural  science 2,318 

7,  Practical  science 2,23;} 

8,  Social  science 1 .678 

*  *    9.  Art 1 ,832 


(< 
t  < 

« < 

•  4 
t4 
t  4 


Total 90,68.5 
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APPENDIX,    Nf).    S.—ConftHftefi. 

Sumuuiry. 

Literary  classes,  (0,  1) H7,584 

Historical  classes,  (2,  3,  4) 13,3m) 

Arts  and  sciences,  (5,  «,  7,  8,  0) 0,801 

Total 90,685 

The  use  in  class  1,  (Literature,)  is  distributed  as  follows: 

Literary  manuals,  histories,  etc 531 

Language 77 

Literary  periodicals 52 

Fiction,  (Adult) 41,280 

Fiction,  (Juvenile) 21,302 

Poetry 020 

Other  literary  forms 240 

Total,  (Literature) 64,510 


APPENDIX,   NO.   0. 

RANK   OF  CLASSES. — USE. 


No.  of  Perceutage  of 

volumes.  total  UHe. 

1.    Literature (Class  1) 64,510  7H 

0     nj^torv                                       I    "     2) 5,404  6+ 

4) 4,813  5+ 

3) 3,043  3+ 

0) 3,024  3+ 

6) 2,318  2.5 

7) 2,233  2.4 

») La32  1.0 

5) 1.740  1.0 

H) 1.678  1.8 


History ( 

:j.  (ieograph}' ( 

4.  Bir)grapliy ( 

."i.  [  Una'isigned] ( 

H.  Natural  science ( 

7.  Practical  science ( 

X.  Art ( 

'J.  Philosophical  science ( 

lu  Social  science ( 


JK),(«5  100 

The  i>ercentagcs  of  the  sub-divisions  of  class  1,  an»  as  follows: 

Fiction.   (Adult) 45.54- ) 

r  Total  fiction,  60-1- 
Fiction.  (Juvenile) 23.5-f  ) 

Other  literature 1.0-f- 


71. -h 
The  juvenile  fiction,  it  is  seen,  forms  34  per  cent,  of  tlie  total  fiction. 
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APPENDIX,    NO.    10. 


COMPARATIVE  RANK  OF  CLASSES  IN  SIZE  AND   USE. 


Size,  Feb.  4,  1878. 

1.  Literature 

2.  Social  science 

8.     History 

4.  [Unassigned] 

5.  Geography 

6.  Biography 

7.  Philosophical  science. . . 

8.  Natural  science 

9.  Practical  science 

10.     Art 


3,172 

1.486 

1,055 

l,a')4 

1,012 

961 

543 

482 

380 

162 


Ui*e,  1878-79. 

Literature 64,510 

History 5,494 

Geograpliy 4,813 

Biography 3,043 

[Unassigned] 3,024 

Natural  science 2,318 

Practical  science 2.233 

Art 1,832 

Philosophical  science 1,740 

Social  .*;ciencp 1,678 


Total 10,307 


90,fW5 


APPENDIX,   NO.    11. 


t( 


ABSOLUTE    AND    RELATIVE    RANK    IN    RESPECT    TO    USE,   SHOWING    THE   "  TURN- 


»» 


OVER,   OR  NUMBER  OF  TIMES  EACH  BOOK  HAS  BEEN  DRAWN  OUT. 


Rank,  by  almlute  fw.  ofvolvi/ies  tmed. 

1.  Fiction,  (Adult) 41,289 

2.  Fiction.  (Juvenile) 21,392 

3.  History 5,494 

4.  Geography 4,813 

5.  Biography    3,043 

6.  [Unafsigned] 3,024 

7.  Natural  science 2.318 

8.  Practical  science 2,233 

9.  Art 1,832 

10.  Miscellaneous  literature. . .     1,829 

11.  Philosophical  science 1,740 

12.  Social  science 1,678 


Rank,  hy  turn-oter. 

1.  Fictir>n,  (Juvenile) 36+ 

2.  Fiction,  (Adult) 18+ 

3.  Art 10+ 

4.  Practical  science 6+ 

5.  History 5+ 

6.  Geography 4+ 

7.  Miscellaneous  literatui*e 4+ 

8.  Natural  science 4  + 

9.  Biography 3+ 

10.  Philosophical  science 3+ 

11.  [  Unas.signed) 2-r 

12.  Social  science 1+ 


90,6K5        Turnover  of  the  whole  lihrarv..     S4 
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APPENDIX,   NO.    12. 


STATISTICS  OF  THE   LIBRARY,    IN  THE  FORM   SUGGESTED   BY  THE   AMERICAN 

LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION;  [v.  1.,  p.  429,  Library  jo ft nml.] 


Vols,  in   1  Vols,  added  'Vols,  in  library  No.  issued 
library  at  '  during  year     Feb.  4,  1879;       during 


opening. 


1878-79. 


LITERARY   CLASSES. 

Juveniles 

Prose  fiction 

Essays,  poetry,  drama,  etc . . . 
PericViicals,  (Literary) 

HISTORICAL  CLASSES. 

Geography  and  travels 

Biography 

History 


ARTS  AND   SCIENCES. 

Fine  arts 

Industrial  arts 

Natural  science 

Philology 

Social  and  political  s<;ience. . . 
Philosophy  and  theology 


[4,211] 

587 

2,168 

1,387 

69 


[2,507] 
507 
686 

1,278 
36 


loss  not 
deducted. 

~  [6,718]" 

1,094 

2,854 

2,665 

105 


year 
1878-79. 

[67,457] 

21,392 

41,289 

4,724 
no 


[3,029] 

[  490] 

[3,518] 

[13,^50] 

1,012 

136 

1,148 

4,813 

961 

145 

1,106 

3,043 

1,055 

209 

1,2(;4 

5,494 

[3,068] 

[  494] 

[3,562] 

[  9,878] 

162 

61 

223 

1,832 

380 

109 

489 

2.233 

482 

109 

591 

2,318 

15 

22 

37 

77 

1,486 

78 

1,564 

1,678 

543 

115 

658 

1,740 

10.307 

3,491 

13,798 

90,(;85 

APPENDIX,   NO.    13. 

TIME  KEPT. 

A  test  made,  Dec.  28 — Jan.  4,  showed  that,  out  of  1,806  books  returned,  340 
were  i<»sued  within  2  days;  about  20  per  cent.  A  similar  test  made  the  next  week 
showed  that  only  about  5  per  cent,  were  by  young  people. 

Day  out  of  the  14,  on  which  the  most  are  returned 14th. 

larger  half  returned Ist  to  7th. 

Smaller   '*  '*        8th  to  14th. 

Rooks  renewed 2,555 

Books  fined 5,719 

Number  of  days  on  which  fined  books  have  been  .sent  for 293 

Average  daily  number  of  postals  sent 19+ 

Largest       "  *'        "        *'        **   (Sept.  28,  1878) 57 

Smallest     **  "        "        "        "  (July  30,  1878) 1 

Percentage  of  fined  books  returned  on  the  day  after  being  fined 80 

within  four  days 89 

The  balance  **  books  outstanding,''  rose  to  1,413  on  the  7th  day  of  Febniary; 
to  2,002  on  the  9th;  to  3,072  on  the  19th;  to  3.255  on  the  21st. 
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APPENDIX,   NO.    12.— Continife<L 

The  highest  figures  reached  during  the  succeeding  months  were: 

In  March 3,402,  (the  highest  during  the  year.) 

*'  April 3,;^09. 

'•  May 3,220. 

"  June 1,830. 

''  July 1,458. 

•'  August 1,423. 

'•  September 1,609. 

*  October 1,832. 

**  November 2^77. 

"  December 2,150. 

"  January,  1879 2,371. 

••  February,  1879 2,418. 

The  lowest  point  reached,  after  the  opening  fortnight,  was  1,328,  on  the  3l8t  of 
July. 

APPENDIX,   NO.    14. 

REOI8TRATION. 

Number  of  days  the  library  was  open  for  registration 308 

**  cards  issued 10,810 

Daily  average 35+ 

Number  cancelled,  from  removal 127 

in  all 413 

Cancelled  numbers  re-assigned 318 

"  **        now  vacant i»5 

Present  highest  registration  number 10,428 

number  of  cards  in  use 10,397 

Number  of  applications  verified  by  messenger [estimated  about  1,800] 

uncalled  for 303 

Total  number  of  applications  filed 11,173 

•Percentage  of  total  population  (of  reciuired  age)  using  cards.  .About  14  per  cent. 

Number  of  cards  lost,  and  recorded 914 

"     rc-issued 502 

•*    not  called  for 352 

Change  of  residence,  (within  the  city,)  recorded 301 

Number  of  cards  re-issued,  [in  continuation] 2,787 

Average  number  of  changes  made  on  one  card 13 

*  Total  i>opuIntioii  of  the  city,  June  1.  1875,  over  15  years  of  ape 72,SU) 

Total  |>oi>ulHtioii  of  the  city,  January  1,  1878,  under  15  yearn 17.Ci8<5 

Total  iMipulatiun  of  tlw  city.  Feb.  4,  1878,  over  14  yean*  of  ape,  i)robat)ly  tUfOn/ 70AHH) 
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APPENDIX.   NO.    15. 

RECORD  OF   WARDS. 


Name  Of  Rank  by     ^     ^t^^^^    l^tanl^oVrn"!!""     Rank  by  number  of 

J  Tk       1  *•      41.         area.  tance  trom  i  •  *       i 

ward.  PoP^lat^o'i*  [Estimated.!      library.      !     Persons  registered. 


1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 


Tenth 16.188 

Ninth 14,349 

First 13,651 

Eighth 11,867 

.*).   Third 8,831 

6.   Sc'venth 8,711 

Fifth 8,710 

Sixth 6,054 

9.    Fourth 6,008 

10.   Second 5,313 


I. 

8. 


Tenth, 

Ninth, 

First. 

Eighth, 

Second, 

Third, 

Fifth, 

Seventh, 

Fourth, 

Sixth, 


Fourth,  t 

Fifth, 

Sixth, 

Second. 

Third. 

Seventh, 

Eighth, 

Ninth, 

First, 

Tenth,  t 


99.682 

♦  (.'«?nmi«i  of  city,  January  1,  1878. 


Ninth 1,519 

First 1,401 

Fifth 1,160 

Eighth 1,085 

Tenth 1,043 

Third 954 

Seventh 90:j 

Sixth 8iJ4 

Fourth 821 

Second 708 


10,428 


t  Farthwt. 


t  Nearest. 
Summaruis. 

Total,  East  side  wards 3,063 (29+  per  cent.) 

"      West  side  wards 6,322 (OO-f-        '*         ) 

Tenth  ward 1,048 (10+        "         ) 


10,428 

TotAl,  Ist  and  10th 2,444. 

"      9th  and  10th 2,562. 

"      East  side  and  10th 4,106. 


(23+  per  cent.) 

.(24+        "         ) 
.(39+         •♦        ) 


1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

^ 

o. 

6. 

I. 

H. 

9. 

10. 


Sixth... 
Fourth  . 
Fifth  . . 
Second. 
Third . . 
Ninth. . , 
Seventh 
First . . 
Tenth. . 
Eighth . 


RANK  BY  PERCENTAGE  OF  POPULATION. 

Absolute  no.  of  cards. 

834]     


821] 
1,160] 

708] 

954] 
1,519] 

903] 
1.401] 
1,043] 
1,085] 


Percentage. 
..  13.7 
. .  13.6 
. .  13.3 
. .  13.2 
. .  10.8 
. .  10.5 
..  10.3 
. .  10.2 
. .  10 
9 
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*  DAILY   LlilRAKY    NOTES  ON   CURRENT   TOPICS  AND   EVENTS. 

The  enclosed  siKJcimens  illUvStratc  a  daily  practice  observed  in  the  Providence 
Public  Library  since  its  opening,  in  February  last  [1878].  The  two  here  printed 
an*  repnKluced  exactly  as  they  were  posted  [in  manuscript],  on  the  dates  named. 
Other  topics  used  have  l)een  the  deaths  of  well  known  characters,  such  as  the 


Thiit  appendix  i?  a  reprint  of  a  leaflet  published  during  the  year. 
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pope;  historic  anniversaries,  such  as  the  buttle  of  Rhode  Island;  the  illustniting 
by  references  of  plays,  operas,  concerts,  and  lectures,  and  of  local  sketches,  and 
of  such  occurrences  as  the  Paris  exposition,  the  transit  of  Mercury,  the  visit  of 
the  British  war  vessels  to  Narragansett  Bay  and  the  raising  of  **  Cleopatra's 
needle  "  in  London. 

The  practice  is  recommended  as  serving  to  break  into  the  aimless  habits  of 
reading  which  characterize  many  who  use  public  libraries,  and  to  give  their  read- 
ing a  definite  direction  and  purpose.  Being  precisely  in  the  line  of  what  is  at 
the  time  uppermost  in  the  thoughts  of  the  public,  it  commends  itiielf  to  their 
notice  with  more  than  ordinary  directness. 

♦  [Posted  April  24,  1878.J 


PROVIDENCE     OPERA     HOUSE 


Po8itively  last  night  of  the 

GRAND  ITALIAN  OPERA  I 


Max  Strakoscii Director. 


THIS    WEDNESDAY    EVENING   APRIL   24, 

Margherita Mile.  Maria  Koze. 

Sicbel Mi88  Annis  Montague. 

FaiiHt Tom  Karl. 

Valentine Mr.  Cauffnian. 

Mepbistopheles  Mr.  Qottachalk. 

Martha Miw  Lancaster. 

Wagner Mr.  Barili . 

Grand  Cuorus  and  Obchbstra. 
Musical  Director 8.  Hehrenu. 


The  origin  of  the  Faust  legend  was  in  the  period  following  the 
reformation  in  Germany.  The  first  drama  based  upon  it  was  '*The 
life  and  death  of  Dr.  Faustus,"  written  in  English,  in  1590,  by  Chris- 
topher Marlowe. 

[For  extracts,  see  Chambers'  English  Literature,  v.  1,  pp.  13(^-38.]  1007.1.1 
The  play  by  Goethe,  of  which  this  legend  forms  the  basis,  is  *'  Faust," 
and  contains  the  story  in  its  best  Icnown  form.     It  was  written  between 
the  years  IHOO  and  1831. 

See  *'  The  story  of  Goethe's  life,"  by  G.  H.  Lewes 3001 .7 

Goethe's  **  Autobiography,"  2  v 02().  1.1-2 

'♦Conversations," 02<).1.7 

Also,  essays  by  De  Quincey 022 .  13 . 0 

Emerson 021.25.4 

Margaret  Fuller 071.29 

*  Cut  from  a  daily  newspaper. 
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Goethe's  coDception  of  Faust  is  that  of  a  man  possessed  with  the  am- 
bition of  obtaining  and  exerting  supernatural  power.     For  reviews  of 

this  conception.  See  Carlyle's  essay,  (pp.  181-72) 035.21.6 

and  a  thoughtful  study  of  the  character,  by  Professor  John  L.  Lincoln, 
of  Brown  University, 

[In  the  library  of  Brown  University,  and  in  that  of  the  Provi- 
dence Athenfpum.] 

See  also  Longfellow's  "  Poets  and  poetry  of  Europe,*' 1006  1 

For  a  review  of  Goethe's  conception  of  Mephistopheles,  See  "The 
three  devils,''  [w.,  as  conceived  of  by  Luther,  Milton,  and  Goethe,]  by 
Professor  David  Masson,  of  the  University  of  Edinburgh.     [This  book 
la  M.  98.22,  in  the  Athena?um  library.] 
There  are  two  translations  of  Faust  into  English  in  this  library.     One 

is  by  an  English  lady.  Miss  Anna  Swanwick 026. 1 .4 

The  other  is  the  metrical  translation  by  Bayard  Taylor,  United  States 
minister  to  Germany,  and  is  emphatically  pronounced  by  German 
critics  to  be  a  remarkably  faithful  reproduction  of  the  original,  in 
spirit,  and  in  expression 19830.2 

The  drama  of  Faust  is  one  which  offers  remarkable  opportunities  to 
a  musical  composer  of  true  genius.  Between  the  years  1831  and  1859 
this  play  had  been  set  to  music  over  one  hundred  times.,  but  with  indif- 
ferent success.  In  this  latter  year  [1859],  the  opera  **  Faust,"  by  the 
French  composer  Charles  Francois  Gounod,  was  first  produced,  at  the 
TheAire  Lyrique,  at  Paris,  and  was  at  once  acknowledged  to  be  an  ex- 
ceptionally high  achievement. 

In  this  opera  some  of  the  most  distinguished  musical  artists  have 
appeared.     Mile.  Roze  appears  in  it  to-night,  as  **■  Margherita." 

A  libretto  of  Gounod's  opera,  containing  the  Italian  and  also  the 
English  words,  together  with  the  music  of  some  of  the  principal  airs, 
may  be  consulted  on  application  at  the  Reading-room  desk. 

A  <'opy  of  Goethe's  play,  in  the  original  German,  may  also  be  con- 
sulted, on  application  at  the  Reading-room  desk. 

[Posted  May  5,  1878.] 


CANOES,    ETC. 
See  an  article  in  the 

Uterary  warld^  for  May.     (pp.  210-211.) 
and  one  in 
IIarper*M  montMy,    for  April,  by  W.    L.   Alden.     (pp.    754-60.)    (At 

lieading-room  desk.) 
See,  also, 

'*  The  voyage  of  the  paper  canoe,"  by  N.  H.  Bishop 4080 .  15 

**  A  thousand  miles  in  the  Rob  Roy  canoe."    John  Macgregor 406.49 

"The  Rob  Roy  on  the  Baltic."  **  *'  ....         4068.9 

"TheRobRoy  on  the  Jordan."  **  "  ....        4048.4 
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26 


PKOVIDENCE    PUBLIC    LIBRARY. 


APPENDIX,   NO.    W.—Cantinued. 

*•  Canoe    travelling,"    [on   the    Baltic,]    by    W.   Baden  -  Powell. 

(London.     1871.) 4068.1 

[Pages  105  to  172  consist  of  practical  hints  on  building  and  fitting 
canoes."] 
See,  also,  *'  The  log  of  the  Water  %,"  by  R.  B.  Mansfield.     [An  ac 
count  of  a  tour  in  a  gig  (or  wherry),  through  the  rivers  of  France 

and  Germany.] 406.50 

Some  of  the  later  volumes  of  Our  young  foUcs 1805 .4 

contained  articles  on  *'  Boat-building." 

Works  on  Boats  and  ships  in  general  are  in  class. . .  ^ 7028. 

See,  also,  Harpers  magaziiie,  vol.  45.     (pp.  781-90.) 054. 1 1 .45 

[Investigation  showed  that,  out  of  182  works  referred  to  in  this  way  during 
November,  only  11"  were  not  taken  out.] 
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RANK  OF  MONTHS. 


Begistration. 

Oirculaturn. 

Accemorut. 

• 

1.  *February . . . . 

.  5,617 

March [1878].  11,990 

♦February 

.    888 

2.  March  ....[1878]. 

.  1,891 

♦February    11,582  March [1878] . 

.    648 

3.  April **     . 

.      579 

April [1878].  9,246  April **      . 

.    440 

4.  January  ...[1879], 

.      448 

January.... [1879].  9,125 

June ** 

.    296 

5.  November. [1878]. 

.      379 

December.. [1878].  7,484 

December..     ** 

.    287 

6.  December..     ** 

369 

November..     '*     .  7,330 

May **     . 

.    177 

7.  October —     '*     . 

.      338 

May **     .  6,709 

August ** 

.    157 

8.  July ♦•     . 

.      326 

October...     **     .  5, 944| September .     " 

.    150 

9.  June ** 

.      300 

June "     .  5,473 

January  . . .  [1879] . 

.    140 

10.  August ** 

.      279 

September.     "      .  5,433 November.. [1878]. 

.    136 

11.  September..     **     . 

.      237 

August ••      .  5,380 

October *' 

.    126 

12.  May "     . 

165 

July. *'     .  4,989 

July ♦•     . 

.    106 

10,428 

90,6a5 

3,491 

♦Feb.  4—28,  1878. 

.  5,594 

♦Feb.  4—28,  1878.10,547^Feb.  4-28,  1878. 

.    798 

Feb.  1—  3,  1879. 

.        23 

Feb.  1—  3,  1879.  1,0^5 

Feb.  1-  3,  1879. 

.      85 

5,617 

11,582 

8;^8 
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ALPHABETICAL  RECORD  OF  DONOBS. 


library,  Msrblehcad,  Mass 

,  [Secretary  of  8»te,  R.  1]. 


Worcester,  Mas 


Amariomn 

American  library  ,  Maaa 

American  melric  

American  publishing  snd  prioting  so- 

ciely.  New  York,  N.  Y 

oAngell,  jAraeBB-.LL.D.,  [President  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  .  Micb. . . 

Anthony,  H  senator].. 

Applelon,  Professor  John  H.,  Brown   Oniverslty. . , 

Arnold,  Hon.  Samuel  Q 

A^away  library  and  reading-room  asaoc.,  Asbaway 

Biiley,  W.  W.,  Brown  University. . 


iA., 


TOI 

...;      8 

isi  la 


Amos  C 

Bate*,  Isaac  C.. 

Berkahiro  AtUenfeum.  PIttsfleld,  Mass 

Black,  Dftvid 

BliM,  Hon.  George  N 

,  BoMon,  Mass 

Bowdoin  college.  Brunswick,  He.,  [through  Profes- 
sor A.  S.  PackardJ 

Bradlae,  Rev.    Caleb   D.,   Boston,   Moss 

li;'.';^  library,  Brnoklinc,  Haso 

,  Brooklyn.N.  Y i       1  . 

Brown,  Henry  T ■ 

Brown,  John I      4:. 

Bucklin,  .MrH.  James  C.  [Home  for  aged  men] '      ij 

Burnaide,  Hon,  Ambrose  E. ,  [United  StnteK  senator] | 

Butler  bofipiial  for  the  in»anc ' ! 

Carpenter.  G.  M,.  jr 6. 

Carpenter,  H.  F 9 

CaM,  l.ockwoo<l&  Bralnard  co.,  Hartford,  Ct 1  . 

CatHwH,  E.  T..  M.  D i. 


8  [vole.] 
I  [no.] 

1  [no.] 


..I  94  [nc 


PEOVIDEKCE    PUBLIC    LIURABT. 

APPENDIX.  NO.   18.— 0»itt»u<rf. 


Chiffee.W.L 

Chamber*,  Rnburt  B 

Chats,  Theodore  P 

Chicago  public  library.  Chicago,  III i 

City  library  a.sgo<iiftli<>n,  Springflvld,  Mshs | 

Clark,  Mre.  Alice I 

Bctjjamin  F.,  Brown  Univomily.l 

public  library,  Concord,  Milan 

Cooke,  Hon.  G.  L.,  Warren 

Dewey,  Melvil,  Boston,  Mass I 

Dim  an.  Professor  J.    Lewis,    LL.D.,    Brown    Uni-i 


> 

mi 

Period! 

chIr. 

1 1 

1  AiSi] 

rsity.. 


Oouglaa,  Rev.  WilUnm 

Doyle,  Hon.  Thomas  A.,  [Mayor  of  Providence]. . 

Draper,  Frank  W.,  M,  D.,  Boston,  Mass 

Drowne,  Henry  T.,  New  York,  N.  Y 

Duggan,  John 


1" 


,     i  J  3.1  [vola.] 
^       (  105tnos.1 


Eame»,  Hon.  Benjamin  T..  [M.  C] 

..  Dayton,  Oliio 1 

^  Rin  L.,  Kalamazoo,  Mich 

Eletibaum,  Henry 3' 

Ernet,  0.  W 

Fall  River,  City  of 

Fall  ,  Pall  River,  Mass 


Free  public  library.  Ijiwrence,   Mass 

Free  public  libraiy.  Worcester,  Mass 

Free  public  library  of  Pawtucket 

Friend*'  boarding  school 

General  society  of  Diechanlcs  and  tradesmen  oi 

city  of  New  York,  N.  Y 

Gerner,  11 

Gorham  manutaclnring  co 

Greene,  D.  H.,  M.  D 

Guird,  R  A.,  LL.D 


REPDBT  OF  TBE    LIBBARIAX. — APPENDIX. 

APPENDIX,  NO.    \B.—Qmlinued. 


NAMES. 

1 

■a 

s 

Periodi- 
cals. 

- 

HirrU,  Hon.  Cyrus 

g 

21 

\  J,^"?'] 

Hirri*  instituic  librsry,  Woonsocket 

n.  C 

' 

6 

1 
7 
1 
1 
1 

Hirvard  University.                          Mass.,  [by  J,  W. 

1 

Hiloh,  F.  A 

Haverhill  public  library,  Haverhill.  Mam 

Hadge,.!.  Duniium 

.... 

8 

Haraay,  George  D.,M.  D 

S 
1 

1 

2 

1 

Hubbard,  Robert  B 

Hyda    Park    public   library.    Hyde    Park,    Mass., 
[Ihrough  W.  E.  Foster 

I 

2 
2 
6 

3 

7 
2« 

[lAwrcnce  free   public  library;    See  Free  public 
library.  Lnwrencc,  Mass. 

yj 

2 
2 

3 

Low,  William  H-.jr 

Lynit  public  libmry,  Lynn,  Mus 

1 

3 

7 

Mataachutam  society  (or  Ihc  prevention  of  cruelty 

Kathor.  MiBB  S«ra  A 

2 
2 

1 

1 
1 

1 

iversityof:  See  Angel],  J.  B.,  Pres.] 
Miclilgan  slale  library,   Lanaiiiit.   Mich.,  [by  W.  L. 

m 
I 

8 

1  [no,] 

2 

9 
9 

Mudda '  Alfred.  BoMon,  Mass. 
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Newburgh  free  library,  Newburgh.  N.  Y 

[Newporti  See  People's  library.] 

Newton  free  lihraiy.  Newlon,  Mass 

NiohoUon,  William  T 

P»inB,  George  T 48 

Par«ant,  Mrs.  E.  B 

[Pawtucket  free  public  library;  See  Free  public 
library  of  Pawtuckeu] 

Payne,  Hon.  Abraham 

Peokhem.  Mrs.  W.  H 

,  Newport 

Perry,  Hon.  Amos 

Perry,  Mifw  Nora 3 

PhUiipa,  George  R 

Phliilpi,  HP 

Porthouae,  .1.  H 

[Providence,  City  of;  See  Doyle,  Hon.  T.  A. ,  mayoi 

Providence  Allienipiim 

Provldenee  association  of  meclianica  and  manufr's.  J6315! 
Providence  high  school i    34l 

Randolph,  Mass.,  Town  of,  [by  W.  B.  FoHler] ...j 


1 

1 

a       (     4  [vols.] 

1 

! 

Providence  plantalionn,  State 
Secretary  of  State;  See  Addeman, 


Rhode  Island  historical  society 

Rhode  Itland  hospital 

Rhode  leUnd  society  for  the  prevention  of  cruelty 

Rioharda,  Bev.  C.  A.  L 

Richmond,  Mrs.  Anna 

Richmond,  Frank  E im 

Bider.Sidney  S 

Roberta,  J,  E 

Roger*  free  library,  Bristol 

RuMel)  library,  Middlctown,  Ct 


,...!    1 


1       4i 

1     i 
1     ^ 

1' 
2 

B     1 
16 

7  Inc.) 
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S[iin]t  J( 

(S^tii   F 

Sheflleld,  Hon    William  R,  Newport ;....| 

Sinding,  Profesiior  Paul  C i       1 

Smith,  k.  A.,  Sulem.  Mass , I : 

Smith.  Charles  Morris I 

Snow,  Edwin  M,.  M.  D !.....     151 

[Springfield.  Mass. ;  Sec  City  librai;  association.]  | 

Stiples,  Helen !. 

Steiger,  E..  New  York.  N.  Y I]....'. 

Stockwell,  Hod.  Thomas  B.,  commissioaer  of  edu-  |         | 

"•"»■«■■' 'i   1- 

Tift,  Royal  C aS:.--!. 

Tanner,  Miss  A.  A 2 

Tirbell,  II.  S..  LaDsing.  Micb 1      1  . 

Ttunton  pnhlic  library,  TauntoD.  Mass 1       3  . 

Thuptton,  Benjamin  F ;, 

Thuriton.  Professor  R.  H. .  Floboken,  N.  J 1 1       1  . 

Tibhim,  William  T |      2'    31  . 

Tibbitt*  &  Randall 4       2\ 

Toledo  public  library',  Toledo,  Obio I      2  . 

TouptelloMe,  A.  C  |....' 

TirtU  college,  Medford,  Moss 21. 

Tirner  frtic  library,  Randnlpb,  Mass r . 


Union  for  Chrialian  work 

{United  States  of  America;  See  namci 

and  repre^enlalivi's.]  ! 

United  Stat«*  of  America,  Department  of  tlie  In-j 

United  Stales   |>alent   otHce,  [tlirougb   Hon,   A.   E. 

Unknown j 

Wird,.IohD.  New  York.  N-  Y 

W«»tcott,  Rev.  Henry,  Lexington,  Mass 

Wattminater  coogregational  chureh ,  , 
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Wheeler,  Ben 
Wheeler,  Cba 
Whitman,  Mn 
Wiggin,  Ctiac< 
Woodbury,  H 
Worcester  cc 

[Worceater 
library,  V 

Young  men's) 
Young  m  en's  C 


Note  A. — The  totul  number  of  volumes  given,  (books  and  reports.)  is  8,B(>4. 
[See  Appendix,  No.  3.] 

Nott  B. — The  flgurea  as  giveu  in  lUe  forcgiilng  columua  by  no  moans  represent 
the  entire  number  received  from  tlie  respective  donors,  but  so  much  as  had  been 
entered  on  the  library  records  up  to  the  close  of  the  year. 

Note  C. — Besides  the  gifts  of  books,  etc.,  above  specified,  the  library  has  re- 
ceived, from  the  cily  of  Providence.  1  map:  from  Rev.  Augutitus  Woodbury,  1 
map;  from  the  P.  A.  M.  and  M.,  3  maps;  from  the  Gorham  mfg.  co.,  1  framed 
photograph;  from  Mr.  J.  A.  Barker,  3  framed  eDgravinge;  from  Mr.  G.  A.  Leele. 
1  bust. 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Librarian. 


To  THE  Board  of  Trustees: 

Gentlemen: — I  have  the  honor  to  present  herewith  my  second 
annual  report.  In  the  appendix  accompanying  will  be  found  in 
detail  the  tables  and  figures  showing  the  work  of  the  year  ending 
February  3,  1880. 

general  statement. 

The  books  in  the  library  one  year  ago  consisted  (1)  of  4,729  vol- 
umes obtained  by  purchase;  (2)  265  transferred  by  binding,  etc. ;  (3) 
6,315  from  the  Providence  Association  of  Mechanics  and  Manufactu- 
rers; and  (4)  2,489  from  various  other  donors; — in  all,  (deducting  91 
books  withdrawn),  13,707.* 

The  3,331  books  added  during  the  year  just  closed  have  included 
(1)  1,574  obtained  by  purchase;  (2)  21  transferred  by  binding,  etc.; 
(3)  53  from  the  Providence  Association  of  Mechanics  and  Manufac- 
turers, not  previously  attainable;  (4)  1,683  from  various  other  donors; 
making,  therefore,  after  deducting  the  263  volumes  withdrawn  during 
the  year,  a  total  of  16,775.* 

condition  and  location  of  the  books. 

The  necessity  for  rebinding  continues  to  be  an  annoyance  in  interfer- 
ing with  the  use  of  the  books.  It  is  is  perhaps  due  equally  to  the  lack 
of  thorough  workmanship  at  the  outset,  and  of  careful  usage  after- 
wards; both  of  which  it  is  hoped  may  be  reduced  to  the  minimum. 
Some  books,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  appendix,""  are  still  standing 


a.    8m  Fint  uiniiAl  report,  p   16,  [Appendix  No.  l.] 
ft.    See  Appendixes  Not.  1,9.  * 

c    See  Appendix  No.  S.   (Loss). 
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charged  to  persons  who  cannot  be  found.  This  is  a  liability  to  which 
public  libraries  are  peculiarly  exposed,  and  against  which  they  are 
obliged  to  guard,  by  the  satisfactory  identification  of  applicants,  when 
registering,  and  by  unceasing  regularity  in  sending  for  over-due  books. 
In  most  of  these  cases,  however,  efforts  to  recover  the  books  will  not 
be  desisted  from  as  yet.  It  is  also  evident  that  the  pnvilege  of  having 
a  number  of  books  shown,  for  making  a  selection,  has  sometimes  been 
abused,  and  this  has  rendered  it  necessary  to  charge  these  in  all  cases 
on  a  reading-room  slip.  The  reference  books  which  are  placed  out- 
side the  counter,  are  obviously  more  exposed  than  the  remainder  of  the 
library.  This,  of  course,  was  foreseen  from  the  beginning,  yet  so 
great  is  the  convenience  of  this  reference  department  to  the  public 
using  it,  that  the  managers  of  the  library  are  willing  to  take  the 
chance  of  loss,  but  are  determined,  at  the  same  time,  to  protect  them- 
selves by  conspicuous  punishment  of  those  who  offend.  An  effectual 
warning  will  probably  be  furnished  by  the  case  of  the  young  man  who, 
in  October  last,  was  found  to  be  systematically  appropriating  volumes 
from  this  department,  and  was  sentenced  by  Judge  Blackwood  on  the 
26th  of  that  month,  to  four  years  in  the  Reform  School.* 

The  book-cases  and  other  fittings  of  the  library  were  originally  con- 
structed with  a  view  to  permanent  use  wherever  the  library  might  be 
situated.  The  necessity  for  enlarged  quarters  is  close  at  hand.  At 
its  opening,  (Feb.  4,  1878),  the  library  numbered  10,307  volumes;*  at 
the  end  of  the  first  library  year,  13,707,  (per  cent,  of  increase,  33 -H); 
at  the  end  of  a  year  and  a  half,  15,856,  (per  cent,  of  increase,  50 -H); 
and  now,  at  the  end  of  two  years,  16,775,  (jxjr  cent,  of  increase, 
62  +  ).*  A  similar  rate  of  increase  for  the  coming  year  will  carry  the 
number  above  20,000,  while  the  capacity  of  the  present  shelves  is  only 
18,000.  Nor  is  this  rate  of  growth  in  any  way  beyond  what  the  use  of 
the  library  demands.  It  is  an  extremely  significant  fact  that  the 
number  of  persons  registered  at  the  end  of  the  first  year  was  485  in 
excess  of  the  number  of  volumes  at  oj)ening;''  and  at  the  end  of  the 
second  year  73  in  excess  of  the  number  of  volumes  at  the  beginning 
of  that  year;*  so  that  the  new  books  have  barely  kept  pace  with  the 
new  readers.  But  space  is  needed  for  other  purposes  than  book-cases. 
Valuable  books  of  plates,  maps,  ciiarts,  atlases,  and  other  works,  are 

a.  See  Pi-ovidertce  DaUy  Journal,  Oct.  27,  1879. 

b.  Sec  First  annual  report,  p.  16. 

c.  The  total  number  added  in  the  two  years,  excluding  books  deducted,  is  17,129. 

d.  See  Appendix  No.  11.    Compare  also  Fleet  annual  report,  p.  4,  where  the  number  of  actaal 
readers  is  taken. 

f.    See  Appendixes  1  and  11.    (18,780  readers;  13,707  bookK.) 
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gradually  finding  their  way  into  the  library,  and  require  to  be  so  dis- 
posed as  to  be  adequately  consulted.  Files  of  unbound  periodicals,, 
government  publications,  and  duplicates,  require  room  for  satisfactory 
arrangement  and  comparison.  The  present  reading-room  is  not  only 
so  deficient  in  space  as  to  be  inconveniently  crowded  at  some  hours  of 
the  day,  but  is  so  near  the  delivery  desk  as  to  produce  confusion. 
A  larger  I'eading-room  is  needed  for  using  the  current  periodicals, 
etc.;  and  the  marked  increase  during  the  past  year,  in  the  intelligent 
use  of  the  library  for  specific  purposes  of  investigation,"  has  rendered 
necessary  a  separate  room  in  which  copying  or  studying  can  be  quietly 
pursued.* 

ACCESSIONS. 

Out  of  the  17,129  volumes  which  have  been  deposited  in  the  library 
from  the  beginning,  10,540  are  gifts,  and  have  been  received  from  305 
sources.  The  alphabetical  list  of  donors  in  the  appendix*  will  indicate 
the  wide  range  in  the  case  of  those  added  during  the  last  year.  The 
library  is  also  securing  from  time  to  time,  the  publications  of  addi- 
tional organizations,  and  the  promise  of  their  regular  supply  for  the 
future.  Many  friends  of  the  library  apparently  keep  it  in  mind  when 
buying  books  for  their  own  use.  Others  are  thoughtful  enough  to  see 
that  certain  volumes  in  their  own  collections  will  have  a  much  wider 
usefulness  in  ours.  Several  instiinces  also  of  compliance  with  the  sug- 
gestion made  in  the  first  annual  report, •*  as  to  the  works  of  Providence 
authors,  are  to  be  noted.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  interest  felt  in  the 
library  by  individuals  may  take  the  form  of  special  gifts  of  valuable 
and  expensive  technical  works  of  which  it  stands  greatly  in  need. 

While  the  total  increase  of  the  library  during  the  second  year  is 
only  3«331,  as  against  3,491  of  the  first  year,"  it  will  be  noticed  that 
the  weekly  average  of  books  purchased  has  advanced  from  21  to  30.''' 
Notwithstanding  this,  the  library  has  suffered  from  limitations;  having 
been  obliged  to  pass  by  many  new  publications  of  value  and  author- 
ity, to  lose  the  benefit  of  several  auction  sales,  which  offered  remark- 
able opportunities,  and,  in  general,  to  follow  the  standard  of  require- 


a.  S«e  pp.  8, 10. 

b.  NoTB.  At  the  annnal  meeting  at  which  this  report  was  presented  it  was  voted  to  occupy  the 
first  floor  of  the  school  building  on  Snow  street,  in  which  the  above  requirfments  will  be  satis- 
factorily met. 

c.  See  Appendix  No.  17. 

d.  First  annaal  report,  p.  4. 
€.     First  annual  report,  p.  16. 

/.  See  Appendix  No.  2,  First  annual  report;  also,  Appendix  No.  3,  Second  annual  report. 
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ments  at  a  great  disUmce.  That  such  restrictions  interfere  with  the 
symmetrical  growth  of  the  library  is  obvious.  Yet  the  practice  of  reg- 
ular weekly  purchases,  observed  from  the  outset,  and  the  continuous 
introduction  of  fresh  material  in  consequence,  is  a  feature  which  the 
[)ublic  has  largely  appreciated.  In  general,  books  of  current  interest 
are  placed  at  once  in  circulation;  and,  from  one  source  or  other, 
fresh  additions  to  the  library  have  been  announced  on  289  of  the  308 
days  on  which  the  library  has  been  open.*  A  library,  at  the  outset,  is 
not  always  supj)lied  to  the  fullest  extent  in  all  of  its  departments.  A 
margin  may  profitably  be  left  for  its  extension  in  such  special  lines  as 
the  specific  demand  by  its  borrowers  may  subsequently  indicate;  and 
there  is  something  exceedingly  intei'esting  in  this  gradual  develop- 
ment, where  the  interest  and  use  which  it  represents  have  almost  the 
attributes  of  a  living  organism.  But  a  lack  of  financial  ability  to 
meet  such  development  adequately,  incurs  the  risk  of  wasting  most 
valuable  opportunities,  and  should  be  remedied  at  once. 

CIRCULATION. 

The  total  circulation  of  volumes  during  the  year  is  103,813,  (library 
use  10,427*  and  home  use,  93,38G');  as  against  97,242  of  the  first 
year; — a  total  gain  of  6,571.  The  gain  in  the  number  issued  for  li- 
brary use  is  3,870,**  and  for  home  use  2,701.*  Basing  the  belief  on  a 
common  experience  of  libraries,  it  was  exj)ected  that  the  permanent 
advance  would  date  from  the  third  or  fourth  year,  while  the  second 
would  show  a  reaction  from  the  high  figures  of  the  opening  year,  so 
largely  due  to  novelty.  At  first  sight  the  figures  cited  above  would 
seem  to  show  a  steady  advance;  but  a  closer  examination  is  necessary: 
for  the  rise  of  the  percentage  of  works  of  fiction  used,  from  69  to  73,-^ 
we  do  not  consider  a  substantial  gain.*'  The  tables  given  in  the  appen- 
dix, however,*  show  that  while  the  last  half  of  the  first  year  and  first 
half  of  the  second  year  mark  the  reaction  from  the  preceding  figures, 
there   has   been   a  decided   gain   in  the  historical  classes  for  every 


a.  These  bulletins  are  imttted  in  a  conspicuous  place,  near  the  entrance. 

b.  See  Appendix  No.  «.    [B.l 

c.  See  Apiwndix  No.  6.     [C] 

d.  Cf.  First  trnnual  report.    Appendix  No.  6.    Not«.    The  number  of  ••  rare  books,"  transferred 
to  the  column  "  books  consulted,''  gives  a  total  of  6.557. 

e.  Cf.  First  annual  n-port.    Appendix  No.  7. 

/.    The  total  issue  of  Action  in  68.563,  or  73  per  cent,  of  93,386.    Cf.  First  annual  report,  p.  19. 
g.    This  preponderance  is  however  counterbalanced  h}  the  large  use  of  the  more  advanced  works 
within  the  library.    See  p.  10. 
h.    See  Appendix  No.  10. 
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month,  beginning  with  September  last,  over  the  corresponding  months 
of  the  previous  year.  The  percentage  of  historical  issues  to  the  ag- 
gregate was  only  12 -H  for  the  second  half  of  the  first  year,  but  13  + 
for  the  second  period  in  the  second  year.*  Merely  premising,  as  was 
stated  in  the  report  of  last  year,*  that  figures  showing  the  classification 
of  the  use  of  books  are  subject  to  modification  by  many  unknown  con- 
ditions, the  following  additional  considerations  may  be  suggested  in  con- 
nection with  the  tables  in  the  appendix. **  The  large  use  which  is  sure  to 
be  made  of  works  of  fiction  by  a  miscellaneous  body  of  readers  necessi- 
tates a  most  careful  and  judicious  selection  of  such  works  in  forming 
the  collection.  This  has  been  particularly  aimed  at  in  our  own  collec- 
tion. It  will  be  seen  also,*'  that  the  additions  to  the  adult  fiction  dur- 
ing the  year  have  been  only  about  one-third  as  great  as  in  the  historical 
classes;  (i.  e.,  history,  biography,  and  geography.)  Fiction  is  also  a 
class  of  reading  which  has  a  peculiar  attraction  for  beginners  in  the 
nse  of  a  librarv,  and  when  it  is  remembered  that  the  number  of  new  read- 
ers  reached  nearly  3,000  during  the  past  year,  (or  about  28  per  cent,  of 
gain),'  the  library  course  is  not  unlike  that  of  a  graded  system  of 
schools,  in  which,  as  there  are  always  some  to  pass  from  the  lower  de- 
partments to  the  higher,  so  also  there  are  always  some  to  begin  at 
the  foot.  Again,  it  is  a  matter  of  peculiar  difficulty  in  a  city  like 
this,  where  there  are  so  many  and  so  effective  agencies  at  work  for 
influencing  the  public  aright,  and  where  the  same  person  frequently 
uses  several  different  libraries,  to  decide  with  any  approach  to  definite- 
ness,  just  what  results  are  due  to  any  one  influence.  Yet  it  is  cer- 
tainly appropriate  to  inquire  in  this  connection,  whether  such  efforts 
have  been   made  during  the  year  as  will  result,  sooner  or  later,  in  a 

substantial  advance. 

« 

ASSISTANCE   IN   READING. 

In  answer  to  the  question  just  asked,  it  may  be  said  that  this  is 
the  very  feature  which  has  most  noticeably  characterized  the  work  of 
the  past  year.  All  of  the  methods  alluded  to  in  the  first  year's  report^ 
have  been  retiiined,  and  others  developed.  More  than  250  books  have 
been  obtained  by   the  postal-card  arrangement.'    205  of  the  books 


a.  See  Appendix  No.  10. 

b.  See  First  annoftl  report,  p.  7. 
r.  See  Appendixes  Nos.  8,  9, 10. 
d.  See  Appendix  No.  5. 

«.  See  Appendix  No*.  11. 

/.  First  ftnnoal  report,  pp.  10-11. 

g.  First  uanaAl  report,  p.  11. 
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taken  only  by  special  permission  bave  been  issned;  tbe  notes  and  quo- 
tations accompanying  the  lists  of  additions  posted  on  the  bulletin- 
board  have  been  continued,  and  copies  of  them  incorporated  into  the 
"  Bulletin  of  new  books "  which  has  been  prepared  once  in  three 
months  for  the  State  Board  of  Education;*  the  system  of  **  daily 
library  notes  on  current  events  and  topics,"*  which  has  now  been  con- 
tinued without  a  day's  interruption,  for  two  years,  has  been  found  a 
valuable  assistance  in  repeated  instances;""  the  number  of  individual 
readers  who  have  asked  for  assistance  and  suggestions  has  steadily  in- 
creased; and  to  a  gratifying  extent  the  readers  have  availed  themselves 
of  the  opportunity  publicly  offered  by  the  librarian  in  an  address  a 
few  months  ago,**  of  applying  for  aid  when  conducting  special  investi- 
gations. 

The  feature  of  marking  our  own  number  on  the  margin  of  biblio- 
graphical works  elsewhere  published  is  one  of  very  practical  utility. 
The  entries  of  the  Title-slip  registry*  have  been  mounted  on  our  own 
catalogue  cards  and  placed  on  our  bulletins;  Mr.  Winsor's  "  Reader's 
hand-book  of  the  American  Revolution  "  has  received  over  1,800  such 
entries  and  is  placed  among  our  books  of  reference;-''  and  the  copies  of 
the  "  American  Library  Association  Catalogue"  soon  to  be  issued,^ 
will  be  treated  in  the  same  way.  But  another  application  of  this  prin- 
ciple is  of  peculiar  importance,  since  it  deals  with  the  absorbingly  im- 
portant (juestion  of  continuing  the  reading  habits  formed  in  school 
after  leaving  school  influences.  Probably  the  public  is  not  fully  aware 
of  the  admirable  work  which  is  silently  going  forward  under  the  di- 
rection of  various  organizations  such  as  the  "  Society  to  encourage 
Studies  at  home,"*  the  "Woman's Education  Association,"  the  "Chau- 
tauqua Literary  and  Scientific  Circle,"  and  others.  The  reading  lists 
issued  by  these  authorities  have  been  obtained,  and,  with  our  own 
numbers  marked  on  the  margin,  they  are  every  day  performing  a  use- 
ful service  in  our  community.*  So  fully  is  the  librarian  convinced  of 
the  practical  importance  of  their  use  that  he  would  emphatically  rec- 


a.  See  the  file  of  these  bulletint>,  at  the  library. 

b.  First  annual  report,  pp.  10-11,  23-S6.    AIm),  Second  annual  report.    Appendix  No.  18. 

c.  Readers  nre  requested  not  merely  to  avail  thoniselvcii  of  these  topical  references,  bat  to  ask  for 
references  on  other  topics  which  they  may  not  find  treated. 

(I.    "  Some  hints  on  right  reading."    [In  I^vUUnce  Dally  Jourtial,  Dec.  11, 1879.] 
e.    The  quarterly  bulletins  prepared  for  the  R.  I.  Board  of  Education  are  treated  in  the  same  way. 
/.    There  is  another  copy  of  this  work,  which  may  be  taken  out. 
fj.    See  Library  Journal,    v.  4,  -pp.  154-55;  v.  5,  p.  12. 
h.    This  society  had,  in  187&-79,  (its  5th  year),  869  students. 

i.    469  entries  liave  been  made  on  such  lists  as  these,  which  are  kept  at  the  desk  and  may  be  con- 
salted  at  any  time. 
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ommend  the  filling  of  any  vacancies  now  existing  in  our  collection^ 
covered  by  these  courses. 

The  system  of  special  reference  lists,  reproduced  by  means  of  the 
h'thogram,  is  a  direct  outgrowth  of  the  system  of  "daily  notes," 
above  alluded  to.  Some  idea  of  the  readers  who  use  them,  the  pur- 
pose for  which  they  are  used,  the  amount  of  ground  covered,  and  the 
kind  of  work  required,  may  be  gained  by  examining  the  list  of  their 
titles  given  in  the  appendix.'  As  used  in  connection  with  public  lec- 
tures, they  have  contributed,  in  some  degree,  towards  the  result  so 
forcibly  shown  to  be  desirable  in  a  late  number  of  The  Nation,^  As 
used  in  connection  with  private  courses,  or  with  those  of  reading 
clubs,  (of  which  latter  the  large  number  existing  in  and  around  this 
city  is  an  occasion  for  surprise  and  gratification,)  they  serve  to  inten- 
sify an  interest  already  existing,  and  to  cultivate  comparative  methods 
of  study  and  research.  As  used  in  connection  with  the  college 
courses,  they  are  found  serviceable  by  the  very  large  percentage  of 
students  who  have  used  this  library  from  the  beginning,  and  fittingly 
supplement  the  work  of  that  excellent  institution,  the  Brown  Uni- 
versity Library.* 

In  alluding  to  the  reading  done  by  the  public  at  large,  it  is  evident 
that  there  is  nowhere  occasion  for  undiscriminating  congratulation. 
Nor  do  the  facts  warrant  despondent  inaction.'*  Clearly,  the  only 
right  course  is  an  intelligent,  persistent,  judicious  attempt  at  improve- 
ment, and  there  is  no  surer  way  of  securing  this  end  than  by  begin- 
ning with  those  who  are  now  children  in  the  public  schools,  and,  with 
each  succeeding  stage  of  their  development,  enforcing  correct  princi- 
ples in  reading.  Since  the  allusion  made  to  the  matter  of  school  and 
library  cooperation,  as  a  desirable  measure,  in  the  report  one  year  ago," 
the  movement  has  made  substantial  headway,  as  is  shown  by  the 
second  day's  discussions  at  the  library  conference  in  Boston,  July  1, 
1879.^  In  our  own  library,  the  courses  of  study  in  the  various  schools 
have  been  carefully  followed;^  the  acquaintance  of  teachers  has  been 


a.    See  App<nidix  No.  18.       Nots.    This  system  of  references  is  explained  in  detail  by  the 
librtrlan.  in  the  lAln^ry  Jouituil,  Feb.,  1880.    pp.  3S-40. 
6.    Tftf  Nation,  Nor.  6, 1879.    v.  29,  pp.  804-305. 

c.  Baring  the  first  five  months  of  the  first  year,  77  of  the  undergraduates  had  registered,  and  the 
library  has  been  consUntly  used  by  college  students  since. 

d.  Good  reanlts  have  followed  the  afloption  of  Mr.  Green's  suggestion,  [Library  Journal,  v.  4, 
P-  SSS,1  in  connection  with  books  shown  to  readers. 

♦.   Pirst  annual  report,    pp.  11-12. 

/•   These  are  reported  in  full  in  the  Sept.-Oct.  number  of  the  Ijihrary  Journal,    v.  4,  pp.  819-66. 
9-  The  librarian  would  recommend  that  teachers  and  pupils  take  fretjuent  occasion  to  mention 
to  bliD  the  topics  with  which  their  lessons  ^re  f  pecially  concerned. 

% 
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made,  and  their  cooperation  secured;  special  lists  of  books  ba?e  been 
furnished  for  the  schools;*  and  a  ''  Series  of  suggestions  for  the  use 
of  pupils/'  on  the  right  way  to  use  the  public  library,  has  been 
printed/  Copies  of  this  have  been  distributed  to  the  schools  by  the 
superintendent/  Space  does  not  here  admit  of  presenting  this  subject 
with  the  fullness  demanded  by  its  preeminent  importance,  and  the 
librarian  would  therefore  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  several  addresses 
and  articles  in  which  he  has  discussed  it  in  detail/ 

These  various  methods  of  promoting  intelligent  reading  and  study 
are  found  in  their  development,  to  sustain  something  like  an  organic 
relation  to  each  other  and  to  the  complete  system;  and  that  they  are 
capable  of  infinitely  better  results  in  the  future  than  in  the  past,  needs 
no  argument  to  show.*  Their  immediate  results,  however,  have  chief- 
ly manifested  themselves  in  the  use  of  books  at  the  library,  which,  as 
will  be  noticed,^  has  increased  nearly  60  per  cent,  during  the  year. 
This  does  not  include  the  unregistered  use  of  the  reference-books, 
(which  arc  placed  outside  of  the  counter,)  but  this  latter  has  been 
very  much  larger  than  ever  before.' 

THE   library's   WORK. 

With  such  work,  and  such  amount  of  work,  steadily  increasing  on 
their  hands,  it  may  well  be  imagined  that  the  time  of  those  engaged  in 

a.  Seo  Appendixes  No8.  14-15. 

b.  This  is  printed  in  Appendix  No.  16. 

c.  Copies  have  also  been  supplied  to  varioas  school  and  library  officers  outside  of  the  city.    It 
has  also  been  several  times  reprinted.    See  Appendix  No.  16,  at  the  end. 

d.  (1.)    Abticlb,  '*  On  aimless  reading,  and  its  correction.'' 

—Library  Journal,  March  31, 1879.    [v.  4,  pp.  78-80.] 

(3.)    Paper,  on  "The  school  and  tne  library:  their  mutual  relation;''  read  at  the  library 
conference  in  Boston,  July  1,  1879. 

—Library  Journal,  8ept.-0ct.,  1879.    [v.  4,  pp.  319-35.1 

(3.)    Address,  on  '*The  use  of  the  public  library  by  teachers  and  pupils,"  delivered  at  the 
quarterly  meeting  of  the  teachers  of  the  Providence  public  schools,  Dec.  6,  1879. 

—Providence  Daily  JoumcU,  Dec.  8,  1879. 

(4.)    Pafer,  on  **  The  relation  of  the  libraries  to  the  school  system;"  read  at  the  Rhode 
Island  Institute  of  Instruction,  Jan.  16,  1880. 
—Three  papers  on  reading  and  English  literature  in  9chjooU.    Providence,  1880. 
[pp.  15-36.J 

(5 )    Article,  on  *'  The  weekly  reading-hour." 

—Xeie  England  Journal  qf  Education,  Feb.  19,  1880.    [p.  117.] 

e.  One  teacher  in  charge  of  an  evening  school  has  recent  ly  developed  a  very  promising  interest 
among  her  pupils. 

/.    See  Appendix  No.  6.    [B.] 

g.    These  books  have  been  used  very  largely  during  the  year  by  school  children. 
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library  work  has  been  completely  occupied,  aud  that  their  capabilities 
have  been  taxed  to  the  last  degree.  The  librarian  would  here  take  oc- 
casion to  acknowledge  the  services  of  his  assistants,  and  to  note  par- 
ticularly their  increasing  facility  in  methods  of  conducting  researches, 
and  in  rendering  help  to  readers.  It  is  obviously  of  the  highest  im- 
portance that  the  composition  of  the  staff  should  be  as  nearly  perma- 
nent as  possible,  since  experience  is  of  ever  increasing  importance  in 
work  of  this  kind.  Mention  should  here  be  made  of  the  removal  by 
death  during  the  year  of  one,  who  in  his  peculiar  work  had  been 
found  a  faithful  and  trustworthy  helper.  A  real  advance  has  been 
made  in  many  of  the  details  of  library  management  during  the  year, 
and  other  improvements  ai-e  in  prospect,  to  be  introduced  at  the  ear- 
liest practicable  opportunity.  The  library  has  found  its  work  very 
materially  increasing  during  the  'year.  If  the  force  of  help  should 
not  be  increased,  either  the  interests  of  the  library,  or  the  health  of 
the  attendants  is  likely  to  suffer. 

THE  library's  CONSTITUENCY. 

It  is  a  matter  of  interest  to  know  whether  the  library  has  been  more 
used  by  its  earlier  readers  than  by  the  very  large  body  of  new  readers 
added  during  the  year,  amounting  to  between  i  and  i  of  the  previous 
number.  Tests  made  during  the  year  have  shown  that  the  matter  is 
pretty  evenly  distributed;  though,  as  has  already  been  indicated,*  it  is 
probable  that  a  large  part  of  the  issue  of  fiction  is  to  be  attributed  to 
the  class  of  readers  most  recently  registered.  The  ninth  ward  still  re- 
mains the  highest  in  the  absolute  number  of  cards  (1,894),*  but  the 
second  ward  now  stands  highest  in  the  percentage  of  readers  to  its 
population,  there  being  about  19  cards  to  every  hundred  persons.*  In 
the  whole  city  about  1-5  of  the  entire  population  of  the  required  age 
has  obtained  cards,*  and,  as  was  shown  in  last  year's  report,  these 
readers  represent  almost  every  possible  rank  and  profession." 

RESOURCES   URGENTLY    NEEDED. 

**  No  necessity,"  it  was  stated  in  the  report  of  one  year  ago,**  is  "  more 
urgent  than  that  of  a  fund  to  be  set  apart ''  for  a  collection  of  "  works  of 

0.  8e«  p.  7. 

&•  8e«  Appendix  No.  IS. 

c.  First  annoal  report,  pp.  6-9. 

d.  *♦  •»  "       p.  10. 
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reference  and  authority  in  the  various  departments  of  study.""  It  is 
true  that  the  location  of  the  library^  has  meanwhile  become  a  matter 
of  equally  pressing  importance,  l?ut  not  of  greater  urgency.  With 
even  more  emphasis  than  one  year  ago,  it  may  be  said  that  the  estab- 
lishment of  such  a  fund  is  a  necessity,  since  the  nuprecedented  de- 
velopment, during  this  year,  of  the  intelligent  use  of  the  library,  for 
specific  purposes  of  study  and  research,*"  has  started  readers  on  a  course 
for  which  the  contracted  resources  of  our  present  collection  are  inade- 
quate. Besides  the  vacancies  to  be  filled  in  the  lists  of  the  reading 
courses,  mentioned  on  p.  14,  the  following  also  deserve  special  atten- 
tion: (1.)  History,  A  beginning  has  been  made  in  collecting  the 
local  histories  of  the  various  towns  in  this  State,  and  in  obtaining  and 
preserving  whatever  is  of  local  interest  as  relating  to  the  city.'  Both  of 
these  should  be  made  absolutely  complete.  But  the  department  of 
American  history,  a&  a  whole,  is  one  which,  if  a  specialty  is  to  be  se- 
lected, is  certainly  an  appropriate  one,  and  the  inconvenient  gaps  now 
existing  should  be  filled  up.  The  marked  copy  of  Mr.  Winsor's  hand- 
book* sufficiently  indicates  our  deficiencies  in  the  revolutionary  period, 
and  the  special  lists  prepared^  by  the  librarian  on  the  subsequent  pe- 
riods, and  those  in  preparation,  on  the  pre-revolutionary  epochs,  will 
serve  a  similar  purpose.  (2. )  Practical  Science,  A  respectable  nucleus 
existed  in  this  department,  at  the  outset,  which  had  a  use  during  the 
first  year  equivalent  to  the  issue  of  each  volume  more  than  six  times 
over,'  and  which  is  of  direct  interest  and  benefit  to  an  unusually  large 
percentage  of  the  young  men  of  this  city.*  It  would  be  well  worth 
while  to  make  it  practically  complete.  (3.)  Periodicals.  The  short- 
ness of  the  library's  subscription  list  of  current  periodicals  has  hither- 
to been  due  to  the  limited  space  available  for  reading  them  at  the 
library*;  yet  it  may  be  doubted  whether  this  is  a  sufficiently  valid  rea- 
son. Periodical  literature  is  by  no  means  of  merely  ephemeral  value; 
it  is  rather  a  vast  mine  of  important  material,  of  direct  interest  and 
helpfulness  in   connection  with   hundreds  of  living  questions.      To 

a.  To  be  distinct  from  the  preHent  collection  of  works  of  alphabetical  reference. 

b.  See  pp.  4-d. 

c.  See  pp.  8,  10. 

d.  A  noteworthy  gift  is  that  of  the  six  city  maps,  presented  by  Mr.  J.  C.  Thompson.  See  Ap- 
pendix, No.  17. 

«.    See  p.  8. 

/.    See  Appendixes,  Nos.  14-15. 

g.    First  annual  report,  p.  30.    [Appendix  No.  ll.] 

h.  By  the  State  census  of  1875.  (p.  79,)  32,902  persons,  (of  both  sexes,)  were  engaged  in  "manu- 
factnres,  mechanical  and  raining  indnstries,*'  in  Providence. 

i.  See  p.  5.  Notwithstanding  this,  their  use  increased,  during  the  past  year,  about  60  per  cent. 
Cf.  Appendix  No.  6,  [B,]  snd  First  Annual  Report,  Appendix  No.  6. 
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recognize  its  practical  value  in  this  direction,  it  is  only  necessary  to 
examine  such  special  reference  lists  as  those  prepared  by  this  library, 
and  catalogues  in  which  the  material  is  catalogued  analytically,  such 
SB  those  of  the  Boston,  Brooklyn  and  Quincy  libraries*.  It  is  true 
that,  without  a  clue,  this  material  loses  half  its  value.  Its  very  vast- 
ness  hides  the  wealth  which  it  contains.  The  completion,  however,  of 
Poole's  Index,  in  the  near  future',  will  open  this  whole  mass  for  gen- 
eral use.  It  is  desirable,  therefore,  not  only  that  the  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  sets,  (more  or  less  complete,)  now  in  the  library,  be  made 
complete,  but  that  the  subscription  list  be  extended  to  include  their 
current  numbers,  and  such  other  penodicals  as  are  needed. 

RELA.TIONS  TO   OUTSIDE   AGENCIES. 

The  various  applications  for  permission  to  use  the  library  by  non- 
residents, since  its  opening,  would,  of  themselves,  if  granted,  have 
served  to  swell  the  total  of  its  readers  to  a  much  larger  figure.  The. 
fact,  however,  that  the  number  of  resident  readers  in  1879  had  sur- 
passed the  number  of  books  in  1878%  and  in  1880  had  surpassed  the 
number  of  books  in  1879',  would  seem  to  indicate  the  propriety  of  se- 
curing for  our  own  residents  an  adequate  supply  of  reading  before 
throwing  the  library  open  to  non-residents.  Yet,  particularly  in  the 
case  of  non-resident  pupils  who  are  members  of  our  city  schools,  the 
necessity  for  exclusion  is  to  be  regretted,  and  it  is  by  all  means  to  be 
hoped  that  sufiicient  resources  may  speedily  be  obtained,  to  meet  this 
question  satisfactorily.  If,  however,  this  limit  has  been  observed  in 
the  matter  of  registration,  it  has  not  in  other  respects,  and  much  of 
the  time  and  labor  of  the  library  during  the  year  has  resulted  in  bene- 
fiting others  than  our  resident  readers;  in  which,  of  course,  we  are 
merely  paying  back  a  part  of  tiie  benefit  which  all  libraries  receive 
from  each  other. 

In  the  death  of  Mr.  Hedge,  the  late  librarian  of  the  Providence 
Athenaeum,  not  only  has  the  writer  lost  a  valued  personal  friend,  but 
this  library  has  lost  one  who  had  manifested  a  constant  and  hearty  in- 
terest in  its  success. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  overstate  the  librarian's  sense  of  obligation 
to  the  teachers  of  the  city  who  have  so  heartily  and  effectively  coop- 


a.  Both  the  reference  lilts  and  the  catalogues  above  mentioned  may  be  consulted  at  any  time 
at  the  library. 

b.  See  Hbrary  Journal^  ▼.  4,  pp.  299-800. 
e.    See  p.  4,  First  Annual  Report. 

d.    See  p.  4,  Second  Annnal  Report. 
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erated  with  him,  and  who  have  aheady  begun  to  see  some  of  the  fruits 
of  their  well  directed  labors.  In  behalf  of  the  library  also,  he  would 
acknowledge,  as  in  the  report  of  one  year  ago*,  its  obligations  to  the 
clergy,  the  press,  its  donors*,  and  others,  from  whom  it  has  received 
valuable  assistance  and  favors. 

DEFINITE   MEASURES    FOR  SUPPORT. 

The  two  years  during  which  the  library  has  been  open  have  rendered 
its  purposes  and  aims  in  some  degree  familiar  to  the  public.  The  ex- 
pressions of  appreciation  and  interest  manifested  in  the  work  actually 
performed,  have  been  gratifying,  yet  have  served  to  suggest  what 
might  have  been  accomplished  with  more  adequate  resources.  Its  aim 
has  been  nothing  short  of  becoming  an  institution,  to  use  the  appro- 
priate language  of  Mr.  Ticknor',  *'  important  to  the  whole  people,  a 
part  of  their  education,  and  an  element  of  their  happiness  and  pros- 
perity," and  in  the  effort  to  make  it  thus  absolutely  indispensable, 
those  in  charge  of  its  work  will  spare  no  time  and  labor.  To  those 
friends  of  the  library  who  have  its  interests  at  heart,  and  are  able  to 
advance  them,  the  library  is  indebted  for  their  appreciative  words  and 
hearty  interest;  but  it  is  now  in  a  position  where  it  is  in  immediate  and 
urgent  need  of  material  resources  and  tangible  support. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  E.  FOSTER,  Librarian. 

Providence  Public  Library,  March  9,  1880. 


a.  First  Annual  Report,  pp.  12-18. 

b.  See  alphabetical  liet  of  donors,  Appendix,  No.  17.    See  also  Appendix,  No.  4. 

c.  Cf.  Twenty-fifth  Annual  Report  of  the  Boston  Public  Library,  p.  8. 
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No.     1.  General  statement. 

2.  Sources  of  acceBsions. 

3.  Qain  and  loss. 

4.  Donors. 

5.  Composition  of  the  library;  rank  of  classes. 

6.  Circulation. 

7.  Rank  of  months,  in  circulation. 

8.  Use  of  the  books;  absolute  and  relative  rank  of  classes. 
0.  Statistics  in  the  American  Library  Association  form. 

10.  Gain  in  use  of  historical  classes. 

11.  Issue  and  use  of  cards. 

12.  Record  of  wards. 

13.  Daily  notes.     [List  of  lectures  referred  to.] 

14.  List  of  special  reference  lists;  [lithogram  copies.] 

15.  Specimen  of  litho/i^ram  reference  lists. 

16.  Printed  suggestions  to  pupils. 

17.  Alphabetical  record  of  donors. 


APPENDIX.  NO.  1. 

GENERAL   STATEMENT.' 


00 


fe      i 


Books,  (in  circulation,) 

Books,  (for  reference,) 

Reports 

Pamphlets 

Periodicals;  (unbound  volumes) 

Periodicals;  (unbound  odd  numbers) 


344 

178: 

3,4013 


<J2 


12,225!       2,112 

313'  133 

1,160!       1,086 


13,707        3,331 


315 


75; 


3,925i       1,967; 


a 
■M  00 


&4 


257 
6 


14,080 

440 

2,255 


263  *16,775 

I 

I  650 

!  253 

1  4,980 


5,8U2 


a.  Se«  also  Appendix  No.  1,  of  First  annual  report. 

b.  Inctadlng  the  booki»  withdrmwn  from  the  beginning;,  the  total  number  of  accesfionii  at  the 
end  of  two  yean  is  17,129. 


IC 
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APPENDIX  NO.  2. 


SOURCES  OF   ACCB88IOK8. 


A. — From  the  Providence  Association  of  Mechanics 
and  Manufacturers^ 

5.— From  other  gifts* 

C. — From  transfers,  etc 

D. — From  purchases 

Total 

a.    Of.  Appendix  No.  3,  of  first  anDual  report. 

b     Total  gifts  in  volumes,  10,540. 

c.    Weekly  average  of  purchases,  30+ 


Feb.  4, 
1879. 

Added, 
1879-80. 

Feb.  4. 
1880. 

6,315 

53 

6.368 

2,489 

1,683 

4,172 

265 

21 

286 

4,729 

^1,574 

6,303 

13,798 

3,331 

17,129 

APPENDIX  NO.  3. 

GAIN   AND  LOSS  IK  BOOKS,   DURING  THE  TEAR  1879-80. 

[Compare  with  Appendix  No.  3,  of  First  annual  rcport.]a 
^  Oain. 

A. — From  the  Providence  Association  of  Mechanics  and  Manufacturers, 

in  book  form 52 

From  the  Providence  Association  of  Mechanics  and  Manufacturers 

in  pamphlet  form,  since  bound 1 

5.— From  otliers  donors,  in  book  form 1,630 

From  other  donors,  in  pamphlet  form,  since  bound * 50 

From  exchange 1 

From  replacing  lost  copy 2 

C. — Pamphlets  bound,  transferred 21 

D.  —Periodicals,  purchased  bound 40 

Periodicals,  currently  subscribed  for,  bound 40 

Purchases 1 ,494 

Total  gain 3,331 

Total  loss 263 

Net  gain 3,068 

a.    The  corresponding  table  in  the  First  annual  report  enters  337  volumes  as  purchases,  wl)fpl| 
should  be  classed  as  gifts  and  transfers. 
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APPENDIX  NO.  S.-'Cantinued, 

Lou, 

By  withdrawal  in  exchange 2 

**  accidental  loss 8 

•*  theft 6 

*•  condemnation 57 

•*  uncancelled  charge 19 

'*  books  not  checked  in  annual  examination 176 

Total  loss 263 


APPENDIX  NO.  4. 

DONORS." 

Whole  number  (excluding  anonymous,  etc.,)  up  to  Feb.  4,  1878 47 

Nimiljer  of  new  names  during  first  year 142 

**                "               *'      second  year 116 

Present  total 305 

Nomber  of  individual  donors 110 

Number  of  volumes  given  from  beginning 10,540 


APPENDIX  NO.  5. 

COMPOSITION  OP  THE   LIBRARY;  RANK   OP  CLASSES.* 


Present  rank  of  classes. 

Fiction,  (adult,) 3,068 

Social  science* 2,859 

[  U misi»igned] 2,566 

History 1,516 

Biosfraphy 1.402 

Geography 1,342 

.luvenile  fiction 1,173 

Philosophical  science 860 

Mi.«cellaneous  literature Si\0 

Natunil  science 671 

Practical  science 582 

Art 252 


17,129 


Bank  of  accessions  for  second  year. 

Social  science'' 1 ,295 

rUnassigned] 365 

Bi(»graphy 296 

History 252 

Miscellaneous  literature 224 

Fiction,  (adult) 214 

Philosophical  science 211 

Geography' 194 

Practical  science 93 

Natural  science 80 

Juvenile  fiction 78 

Art 29 

3,331 


a.  See  Appi*ndiz  No.  17  for  the  alphabetical  liHt  of  doDore.  Compare  also,  with  Appendix  No. 
1.  of  FIret  annual  report. 

6.    Sec  altfo  Appendix  No.  6.  of  first  annual  report. 

€.    Including  volatncii  of  reports. 

ti.  The*nuQiber  of  new  publications  in  this  department  asked  for  by  rcaders,'has  been  unnsnal- 
ly  large. 

8 
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APPENDIX  NO.    6. 


CinCULATION. 


[A.] 


Total  number  of  volumes  used  at  the  library. . 
Total  number  taken  for  home  use 


Total  circulation  of  books. 


t.  oo 


6,557 
90,685 


08 
OQO 


£ 


a 
C5 


10,427    3.870 


93,886 


97,242:   103,813 


2,701 


6,571 


& 


v  o 


.59+ 
.02+ 

.06+ 


[B.] 


USE  OP  THE  LIBRARY  WITniN  THE  ROOM." 


Aggregate  use... 
Average  per  day. 


Books 
consulted. 


10,531 
34+ 


Periodi- 
cals, etc. 


10,898 
35+ 


Total. 


21,429 
69+ 


Largest  on  any  day [Jan.  10,  1880.] 190 

Smallest  on  any  day [June  6,  1879.] 16 

Largest  on  any  week [Feb.lO— 15,  1879.] 761 

Smallest  on  any  week [June  80 — July  5,  1879.]. . .  171 

Largest  in  any  month [March,  1879.] 2,469 

Smallest  in  any  month [June,  1879.] 1,149 

Average  weekly  use 408+ 

Average  monthly  use 1,769+ 


a.    Comparo  Appendix  No.  6,  ot  First  Annual  Report. 

ybt€.— The  number  ol  '*  rare  books  "  has  been  transferred  from  the  2d  to  the  1st  colonm. 


[C] 


USE  OP  THE  LIBKAllT  BY  BORROWERS. <* 


No.  of  days  ofKjn  for  borrowing  books 308 

No.  of  hours  per  day 11 


Total  no.  of  hours  per  day 3,388 


a.    Compare  Appendix  No.  7,  of  First  Annual  Report. 
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APPENDIX.  NO.  ^,— Continued. 

Aggregate  use 93,386 

Average  per  day 303+ 

Largest  on  any  day [March  29,  1879.] 783 

Smallest  on  any  day [Feb.  3,  1880.] 113 

Largest  on  any  week [Feb.  24— March  1.  1879.] 2,977 

Smallest  on  any  week [June  2:^-28,  1879.] 1,245 

Largest  on  any  month [March,  1879.] 10,656 

Smallest  on  any  month [June,   1879.] 6,013 

Average  weekly  use 1,795+ 

Average  monthly  use 7,782+ 

Average  daily  use  for  the  year 303+ 


APPENDIX,  NO.  7. 

RA^K  OP  MONTHS,  IN  CIRCULATION." 

1878-79.  1879-80^ 

March,  [1878.]  11,990    March.  [1879.] 10,656 

^February 11,582    April         *'      9,597 

April,  [1878.] 9,246    January,  [1880.] 8,604 

January,  [1879] 9,125    •February 8,573 

December.     [1878.] 7,484    May,  [1879.] 7,747 

November,         **      7,330    November,  '*       7,615 

May,  •*      ...• 6,709    December,  **      7,615 

October.  '*      5,944    October,  **       7,252 

June.  *'      5,473    September.  *'       6,671 

September,        '*      5,433    July,  "       6,551 

August.  "      5;380    August,  **       6,523 

July.  ••      4,989    June,  •'       6,013 


90,6a5  93,386 

♦February  4-28,  1878 10,547  •February  4-28,  1879 8,207 

1-8,1879 1.035  **  1-3,1880 366 


11,582  8,578 


«.     Compare  with  Appendix,  No.  17,  (middle  colamD,)  of  Firet  anntial  report. 

b.    The  second  year  bIiowb  a  gain  in  every  month  except  January,  February  and  March. 
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APPENDIX,  NO.  8. 

ABSOLUTE  AND  RELATIVE    RANK  OF  CLA8SB8  IN  RESPECT  TO  USE;    SHOWING  THE 
** turn-over"  or  NUMBER  OP  TIMES  EACH  BOOK  HAS  BEEN   DRAWN  OUT, 

[Compare  with  Appendix,  No.  11,  of  First  annual  report.] 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 


Bank  by  absolute  no.  of  volumes  used. 

Fiction,  (Adult,) 45,460 

(Juvenile) 23,103 

History 5,064 

Geography 4,126 

Biography. "3,482 

[Unassigned] 2,870 

Natural  science 1,911 

Practical  science 1,910 

Art 1,649 

Miscellaneous  literature 1,449 

Philosophical  science 1,283 

Social  science 1,079 


Rank  by  turn-over. 
Fiction,  (Juvenile) 21-1- 

(Adult) 15-f 

Art..... 6-+- 

History 4-r 

Practical  science 3-+- 

Geography 8-f 

Miscellaneous  literature 3-+- 

Natural  Science 2-1- 

Biography 2-h 

Philosophical  Science l-h 

[Unassigncd] 1-f- 

Social  science 1-f- 


93,386 

Turnover  of  the  whole  library.  .6.81  f    Deducting  reference  books,  turn- 
over of  total  vols,  used 6.97-1- 


APPENDIX,  NO.  9. 

STATISTICS  OP  THE   LIBRARY,    IN    THE    PORM    SUGGESTED   BY  THE    AMERICAN 

BRARY  ASSOCIATION,  [Library  J^mrnnl,  v.  1,  pp.  429-31.]^ 


LI- 


Vols,   in 


Vols,  ad-     Vols. 

library    at  f  «^  l"'':   ^ll^^  '^"^^  F«>' 
'  ^.,^.,:.,^    intr  year   during      4  Yoqa 
opening,    ^^^^r^^^  mO-^.     ^'  l®^' 


LITERARY    CLASSES. 

Juveniles  

Prose  fiction 

EHsays,  poetry,  drama,  etc. 
Periodicals,  (Literary) 


HISTORICAL   CLASSES. 


Geography  and  travels 

Biography 

History 


ARTS    AND    SCIENCES. 

Fine  arts 

Industrial  arts 

Natural  science 

Philology 

Social  and  political  science 
Philosophy  and  theology  . . 


[4.211] 

587 

2,1 68 

1.387 

69 

[3,028J 

1,012 

901 

1,055 

[3.068] 
102 
380 
482 
15 
1,480 
543 


10.307 


[2,507] 

507 

086 

1,278 

36 

[490] 
130 
145 
209 

[494] 

01 

109 

109 

22 

78 

115 


3,491 


[824] 

78 

214 

519 

13 

[742] 
194 
290 
252 

[1,765] 
29 
93 
80 
57 
1,295 
211 


Vols,  in  li-  No.  issued 
during  yr. 
1879-80. 


3,331 


[7.542] 

1,172 

3,068 

3,184 

118 

[4,260] 
1,342 
1,402 
1,516 

[5,327] 
252 
582 
671 
94 
2,859 
869 


17,129 


[73,275J 

23,103 

45,460 

4,695 

17 

[12,672] 
4.126 
8,482 
5,064 

[7,439] 
1,449 
1,040 
1,911 
68 
1,079 
1,283 


93,386 


a.  Nof^— The  ubc  of  Biography  during  the  second  year  ie  3S9  in  excess  of  that  of  the  first  year, 
and  represents  a  gain  during  every  month,  beginning  with  May,  over  the  corresponding  month  of 
the  first  year.    Hee  First  annual  report,  p.  7,  (fast  sentence.) 

b.  See  also  Appendix,  No.  13,  of  First  annual  report. 
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APPENDIX,  NO.  10. 

GAIN  IN  USE  OF  HI8TORICAL  CLASSER.  DURING  THE  LAST  SIX  MONTHS,  ETC. 

First  year,  Second  year, 

1878-79.  1879-80. 

Use  of  whole  library 90,6a')  93,386 

«  -  Use  of  historical  classes 13,^50  12,672 

^^     I 

^  j  Percentage  of  the  latter  to  the  total 14+  13+ 

I 


Use  of  whole  library 48,954  49,354 

3  j  Use  of  historical  classes 8,024  6,696 

Percentage  of  the  latter  to  the  total 16+  13+ 


b 


Use  of  whole  library 41,731  44,032 

J  -  Use  of  historical  classes 5,326  5,976 

Percentage  of  the  latter  to  the  total 12+  13+ 


o 
c 


The  largest  gain  of  any  month  over  the  corresponding  month  of  the  previ- 
ous year,  (in  total  issues,)  is  that  of  July 1,562 

The  largest  gain  in  historical  issues  is  that  of  September . .  258 

The  largest  In  biography  is  that  of  Deceml)er 151 

The  gain  in  the  issues  of  juveniles  for  the  five  months,  from  June  to  Octo- 
ber, inclusive,  is 2,044 
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APPENDIX  NO.  11. 


ISSUR   AMD   U8B   OF  CARDS. 


Number  of  persons  registered  (by  wards) 
Number   of   persons  registered  (undes- 
ignated)   

Total  number  of   registration  numbers 
occupied : 


Total  number  cancelled, 


Aggregate  number  of  persons  registered 
from  beginning 

Percentage  of  total  eligible  population 
registered* 

Daily  average  of  cards  issued 

Number  of  books  returned  within  four- 
teen days 

Number  of  books  renewed 

Number  of  books  fined  


Total  number  returned 


Number  of  days  on  which  postals  have 

been  sent  for  books  over-duef 

Average  daily  number  of  postals  sent. . . 

Largest 

bmallest 


(4 


1878-79. 


10.428 
13 


10,441 
351 
i  Feb.  4,  1879, 


} 


10,792 
35+ 


79,993 
2,555 
5,719 


88,267 


293 
19+ 
57 
1 


1879-80. 


2,890 


2,890 

98 
(  Regi8*eddur- 
\  ing  2d  year. 


2,988 


9+ 


83.097 
3.707 
G,6G8 


93,472 


303 

22+ 
59 

7 


Feb.  4, 
1880. 


13,318 
13 


13,331 
449 

13,780 

19+ 

22+ 


103,090 

6.262 

12,387 


181,639 
[596 


^Population  in  1R78,  over  14,  about  70,000,    [Sec  First  annual  report,  p.  23.]    Population  in  188U, 
between  5  and  15,  about  19,108.    [See  school  census  of  1880.] 

tThu  day  on  which  most  arc  returned  is  the  14th. 

Note.    Compare  also  Appendixes  Nus.  13  and  14  of  First  annual  report.    The  13  cards  undesig- 
nated by  wards  should  be  added  to  the  total  of  10,428  there  given. 
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APPENDIX  NO.  12. 
[Compare  with  Appendix  No.  15,  of  the  First  annual  report.] 

RECORD  OF  WARDS. 


Name  of 
ward. 


Rank  by 
population.' 


Tenth 16,188 

Ninth 14,349 

First 13,651 

Eighth 11,867 

Third 8,831 

Seventh 8,711 

Fifth 8.710 

Sixth 6.054 

Fourth 6,008 

Second 5,313 

*  99,682 


Rank  by 

area. 

[Estimated.] 


Rank  by  dis 

tauce  from 

library. 


Tenth. 

Ninth. 

First. 

Eighth. 

Second. 

Third. 

Fifth. 

Seventh. 

Fourth. 

Sixth. 


Fourth.* 

Fifth. 

Sixth. 

Second. 

Third. 

Seventh. 

Eighth. 

Ninth. 

First. 

Tenth.* 


Rank  by  number  of  per- 
sons registered,  1878-79. 


Ninth 1,519 

First 1,401 

Fifth 1.160 

Eighth 1,085 

Tenth 1,043 

Third 954 

Seventh 903 

Sixth 834 

Fourth 821 

Second 708 

10,428 


Rank  by   number  of  per- 
sons registered,  1879-80. 


'Rank  by  percentage  of  population  compared  with 

absolute  rank. 


Ninth 375 

Eighth 309 

First 363 

Fifth 339 

Second 292 

Fourth 273 

Seventh 248 

Tenth 220 

Sixth 208 

Thinl 203 

2,890 


Present  absolute  number 
of  cards. 


Present  percentage. 


Ninth 1,894 

First 1,764 

Fifth 1,499 

Eighth 1,454 

Tenth 1,263 

Third 1,157 

Seventh 1,151 

Fourth 1,094 

Sixth 1,042 

Second 1,000 


13,318 


Second. 18.80 

Sixth 17.21 

Fifth 17.21 

Fourth 17. 0^4 

Seventh 13.20 

Ninth 13.19 

Tliird 13.10 

First 12.9 

Eighth 12.2 

/Tentl) 7.8 


SUMMARIES. 

l8t  year.  M  year. 

Total,  east  side  wards 3,063  3,921 

Total,  west  side  wards 6,322  8,134 

Tenth  ward 1,043  1,263 

10,428  13.318 

The  east  side  +  10th  ward 4,106  5,184 

The  9th  and  10th  wards  together,  [the  two  most  recently  an- 
nexed]      2,562  3,157 

a.  Census  of  citv,  Jan.  1, 1978. 

b.  The  ei^timated  uopalation,  Jan.  1, 1880,  was  102,000.    See  National  Board  of  Iletdth  BuUetin, 
Feb.  91. 1880.       e.    NcareDt.       d.    Farthest. 

tf.    The  Domber  of  cards  ia  for  Feb.  4, 1880.    The  population  for  Jan.  1, 1878. 
/.    The  Tenth  Ward,  in  the  report  of  last  year,  «houId  have  a  percentage  of  G. 
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APPENDIX  NO.  14. 


SUBJECTS  OF  8PBCIAL  REFERENCE  LISTS,  COPIES  OF  WHICH  WERE  REPRODUCED  BT 
THE  LITHOORAM,  BETWEEN  OCT.  18,  1879,  AND  FeB.  4,  1880.      [See  p.  9.] 
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t( 


tt 


<t 


«( 


H 


ti 


(Oct.  23,  1879. 
(  "  27. 
(Nov.  3, 
(  "  10, 
(  "  18, 
(  "  25, 
(Dec.    2, 


i* 


it 


I* 


t< 


it 


(( 


Greek  Art.    Thomas  Davidson.  (1)  Excavations  at  Olympia. 

(2)  Early  Athens. 

(3)  The  age  of  Pericles. 

(4)  Later  Athens. 
Roman  Art.     H.  G.  Spaulding.    (1)  Places  of  amusement. 

(2)  Early  Christian  Rome. 

(3)  St.  Peter's,  at  Rome. 
Modern  history.     (Reading  club.)       Continental  Europe,  1848-58.  (Jan.  26,  1880. 
United  States  history.     (Providence  grammar  schools.)    (1)  Washington's    a<l 

ministrations.     (Nov.  24,  1879.) 
The  same.      (2)  John  Adams*  administration. 

(3)  Jefferson's  adminsitrations. 

(4)  Madison's  administrations. 

(5)  Monroe's  administrations. 

(6)  John  Quincy  Adams'  administration. 

(8)  Jackson's  administrations. 

(9)  Van  Buren's  administrations. 
The  same.    (10)  Harrison's  and  Tyler's  administrations. 
The  same.     (11)  Polk's  administration. 
The  same.     (12)  Taylor's  and  Fillmoro'8  administrations. 
Works  on  proper  names.     (Oct.  18,1879.) 

Modern  philosophy.    Pres.  Robinson.    (1)  The  scholastic  method.  (Dec.  3,  1879. 

(2)  Preparatory  tendencies.  (  **    10, 

(3)  Descartes.  (  *•      6, 

(4)  Spinoza.  (Jan.   6,   1880 

(5)  Leibnitz.  (    •     13, 
(«)  Locke.  (  **    21, 

(7)  Berkeley.  (  *'    27, 

(8)  Hume.  (Feb.  3, 
Sophomore  essay  subjects.  Brown  University.  No.  1.                        (Nov.  12, 1879 


The  same. 
The  same. 
The  same. 
The  same. 
The  same. 
The  same. 


(Dec.  1,  1879. 
(Dec.  11,  1879. 
(Dec.  13,  1879. 
(Dec.  22,  1879. 
(Dec.  29,  1879. 
(Jan.  5,  1880. 
(Jan.  14,  1880. 
(Jan.  20,  1880. 
(Jan.  26,  1880. 
(Feb.  3,  1880. 
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The  librarian.     Reading. 
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(Jan.  31,  1880 
(Dec.  11,  1879 
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APPENDIX  NO.  15. 

SPECIMEN  OF  LITHOGRAM  REFERENCE  LIST. 

[See  p.  9.] 
[Dec.  29,  1879.]  [Providence  Public  Librart.] 

United  States  history  c<mr8e,  {Providence  grammar  schools^  1879-80. 

No.  6.    John  Qdincy  Adams'  Administration.    [1825-29.] 
A.— Historical  references. 

1.  In  general: 

Bradford's  *'  History  of  federal  government," 20858.5 

Sallivan's  *'  Familiar  letters," 20852.11 

Leeds'  "  History  of  the  United  States."    (pp.  380-86.) 2085.19 

See  aiso  Atlantic  Monthly,  Jan.   1880.      (pp.  53-66.)     At 
Beading-room  desk. 

2.  Biography  of  Adams: 

Life,  by  Josiah  Quincy 3088.20 

Life,  by  W.  H.  Seward 3088.60 

Account  of  presidency,  by  R.  W.  Lincoln,    (pp.  248-72.).  3788.7 
See  also  his  *'  Memoirs,  comprising  portions  of  his  diary;" 
edited  by  C.  F.  Adams,     v.  6-8 3088.7.6-8 

3.  BiograpJiy  of  Adam^''  contemporaries: 

Clay,  (secretary  of  state);  Life  and  speeches 3088. 118 

Parton's  ** Famous  Americans. " 378. 1 

fNoTE. — For  an  extremely  favorable  estimate  of  Clay,  see 

Ormsby's  *'  Whig  party."  pp.  118-21 8078.9 

For  an  equally  unfavorable  one,  see  Dr.  von  Hoist's  I 

* 'Constitutional  history."     pp.  412-15  of  v.  1 8078.12.1   J 

Wirt,  (attorney -general);  Life,  by  Kennedy,     v.  2 3088.31  .2 

Calhoun,  (vice-president),  Life,  by  Jenkins 3088.72 

Jackson's  Life,  by  Parton.     v.  3 3088.62  .3 

Silas  Wright's  Life;   by  Jenkins 3088.52 

John  Randolph's  Life,  by  Garland,     v.  2 3088.71   .2 

Tristam  Burges'  Life,  by  Bowen 3088.38 

Webster's  Life,  by  Curtis,  v.  1 3088.73  . 1 

Note. — John  Adams  and  Thomas  Jefferson  both  died  in  this 
administration  on  the  same  day,  (July  4,  1826),  which 
was  tlie  semi-centennial  anniversary  of  independence. 

See  Adams'  Life  of  John  Adams,     pp.  633-38 820.2     . 1 

Benton's  "Thirty  years' view."    v.  1.  pp.  87-88 20855.1     .1 

hjlUieal  history: 

Dr.  von  Hoist's  '*  Constitutional  history."    v.  1. 8078.12  .1 

Ormsby's  •*  Whig  party."    pp.  173-84 8078.9 

Benton's  "  Thirty  years' view."    v.  1.,  pp.  54-118 20855.1     4 

"Addresses and  messageit  of  the  presidents."    pp.  295-352.  8178.1 
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5.     Diplomatic  history: 

"American  state  papers. — Foreign   relations."  v.   0.  Ref. 

H.  Adams'  Life  of  Qallatin.  Athemmm  Library. 

B. — Selected  readings. 

1.  Webster's  oration   on  John  Adams  and  Jefferson,     (pp. 

113-16.) 820.7     .1 

2.  Mr.  Webster's  relation  to  Pres.   J.   Q.   Adams.     (CurtiS* 

'*  Webster,"  V.  1.,  pp.  289-90) 3088  73  .1 

3.  Ormsby,  on  the  administration  of  Mr.  Adams,  (pp.  180-82).  8078.9 

4.  Greenhow,  on  the  occupation  of  Oregon,  (pp.  354-55).    .  20891.1 

[B.  C.  No.  22.] 

APPENDIX  NO  16. 

now  TO  USE  THE    PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

A  series  of  suggestions  for  the  use  of  pvpHs. 

Text-book8  as  a  basis  of  reading.  In  much  of  your  use  of  the  library  you 
will  do  well  to  make  your  text-books  the  basis.  That  is,  you  will  feel  an  interest 
in  some  subject  which  is  touched  upon  in  your  lesson,  and  will  wish  for  more  in- 
formation about  it  than  is  found  there.  Such  information  you  can  find  in  some 
larger  and  more  complete  work  in  the  library,  which,  perlmps  may  l>e  quoted,  or 
in  some  way  referred  to  in  your  text-book.  Do  not  undertake  to  read  all  of  the 
works  thus  referred  to,  but  make  yourselves  masters  of  what  you  do  read  and 
consult. 

Use  of  reference  books.  Become  familiar  also  with  the  use  of  works  of 
reference,  particularly  such  as  are  arranged  in  dictionary  or  alphabetical  form. 
These  are  not  designed  to  be  read  through,  but  to  be  consulted  for  information 
which  one  part  of  the  volume  may  contain,  independently  of  all  other  parts.  In 
the  same  way,  you  should  form  the  habit  of  using  maps  and  atlases,  when  read- 
ing any  work  which  is  concerned  with  the  location  of  places. 

Reading  for  an  essay.  In  making  use  of  the  library  for  the  preparation  of  an 
essay,  seek  for  that  which  will  be  suggestive.  That  is,  when  you  come  to  write, 
let  it  be  something  which  you  have  thought  out  for  yourselves  from  the  statements 
yuo  consulted,  rather  than  something  transferred  bodily  to  your  pages,  with  no 
mental  effort.  You  will  find  yourselves  just  so  much  stronger  mentally,  for  every 
effort  you  make  to  think  for  yourselves. 

Habits  of  reading.  Strive  to  acquire  wholesome  habits  of  reading,  and  to 
maintain  them.  Come  to  the  library  with  a  definite  book  or  subject  in  mind, 
rather  than  with  an  aimless  desire  for  *•  some  book, — no  matter  what."  Concen- 
trate your  attention  on  the  subject  you  are  reading  about,  for  it  is  worse  than 
useless  to  dawdle  through  it.  Read  carefully  and  thoroughly,  so  as  to  ])e  able  to 
digest  one  subject  in  your  mind  before  passing  to  another.  Do  not  form  the 
habit  of  returning  your  books  every  two  or  three  days.  Such  a  practice,  if  per- 
sisted in,  will  make  your  reading  a  morbid  habit,  rather  than  a  benefit. 

Imaginative  literature.  It  is  not  intended  that  you  should  be  limited,  in  your 
reading,  to  books  wtiich  simply  contain  information.      It  will  be  well  for  you  to 
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become  familiar  with  the  best  works  of  poetry,  fiction,  and  other  departments  of 
literature  in  which  the  imagination  is  the  chief  element.  Ask  your  teacher  for  sug- 
gestions about  books  of  this  class.  He  wilt  be  glad  to  direct  you  to  some  work 
which  you  will  find  it  a  positive  benefit  to  read.  Do  not  forget,  however,  that,  of 
all  the  powers  of  the  mind,  the  imagination  is  one  that  is  most  easily  abused,  and  do 
not  allow  this  class  of  reading  to  claim  too  much  of  your  time. 

Excessive  reading.  A  proper  ambition  is  commendable,  in  reading,  as  in 
other  things,  but  there  is  nothing  meritorious  in  the  mere  act  of  reading,  apart 
from  any  good  result*.  Remember  that  one  book,  thoroughly  digested,  is  better 
than  twenty,  quickly  hurried  through,  and  then  as  quickly  forgotten.  Nor 
should  your  reading  interfere  with  your  ordinary  school  duties,'  but  be  made  sup- 
plementary to  them.  So,  also,  it  should  not  interfere  with  your  regular  out-door 
exercise.  Some  pupils,  certainly,  will  not  need  this  caution,  but  it  is  of  great 
unportance  that  it  should  be  heeded  by  those  who  do  need  it. 

Aeeletance.  While  you  will  gain  much  in  making  yourselves  independent  of 
assistance,  in  the  simpler  matters  of  study  and  research,  do  not  hesitate  to  ask 
tor  help  when  you  really  need  it.  The  librarian  and  his  assistants  will  be  very 
glad  to  give  you  help  or  suggestions  on  any  matter  about  which  you  are  seeking 
for  information,  and  you  will  find  them  interested  to  help  you. 

Reviewing.        It  will  be  well  for  you  occasionally  to  review  your  reading  for  a 

series  of  weeks  or  months,  noting  down  what  new  ideas  you  have  gained  from 

the  books  you  have  read,  and  noticing  whether  your  advance  has  been,  on  the 

whole,  in  the  right  direction.      If  it  has  not  been,  begin  at  once  to  correct  the 

error.    It  will  be  a  useful  practice  for  you  to  enter  in  a  note-book,  from  time  to 

time,  such  facts  or  memoranda  as  you  consider  of  special  value  to  you.     The 

▼ery  act  of  writing  will  tend  to  fix  them  in  your  memory,  even  though  you 

should  never  look  at  the  memorandum  again.      Life  is  too  short  to  read  many 

^ks  through  but  once,  but  you  will  occasionally  find  a  book  which  so  impresses 

you  that  you  wish  to  go  through  it  a  second  time.     You  will  be  surprised  to  find 

not  only  how  your  interest  is  almost  doubled,  on  the  second  reading,  but  how 

the  two  views  you  have  obtained  of  the  book,  supplementing  each  other,  have 

served  to  fix  an  image  of  its  main  ideas  in  your  mind. 

In  brief,  then,— 
l.-Begin  by  basing  your  reading  on  your  school  text-books. 
2— Learn  the  proper  use  of  reference-books. 
3.— Use  books  that  you  may  obtain  and  express  ideas  of  your  own. 
I—Acquire  wholesome  habits  of  reading. 
fi—Use  imaginative  literature,  but  not  immoderately. 
6.— Do  not  try  to  cover  too  much  ground. 

7.— Do  not  hesitate  to  ask  for  assistance  and  suggestions,  at  the  library. 
8.— See  that  you  make  your  reading  a  definite  gain  to  you,  in  some  direction. 


XoTi.— ThU  is  also  printed  in  '*  Three  papers  on  reading  and  English  literatore  in  schools.** 
ip.  9M7.  AIbo,  in  the  Litrarv  Journal,  Dec,  \iVl9.  pp.447.  Also  in  the  "American  educational 
•talogae,"  1879.  p.  1.  Also,  in  the  **  Tenth  annual  report  of  the  R.  I.  Board  of  Education, 
mi.''   pp.l4»-«l. 
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NAMEa 

1 

5 

} 

1 

1 

Periodicals. 

[Unbound 
volumes  and 
numbers.] 

2 

47 

CMwell,  E.    T.,  M.    D.,  [executor  of  A.  Caswell, 
'ID] 

se 

13 

isra 

4 

1 
1 

1 

3 

1 
81 

Colby.  J.  E.  New  York.  N.Y 

Collini,  G.  L.,  M.  D 

190 

[Concord,  Mass.    BeeFree  puhlic  libraiy.  CoDcord, 

Conl«y  E    &  co.,  Holyoke  Mass. '.. 

1 

8 

Doyle  MiM  8  E 

1 

3 

30  [no8.] 

1 
41 
1 

Elliot,  Maj  G.  H..  U.  S.army 

5 

EpbsI,  0.  W.,  Boslon,  Mass 

1 

Euax,  [Mass.],  Town  of;  [tlirougb  J.   C.   Cbontp, 

library.  Fall  River,  Mass 

7 

0 

1 

s 

1 

FUlW.  C.    H..M.   D..   [secretary,  B.   1.   board  of 

1 

2 
I 

fmt«r,E.  J.,M.  D.,  Cbarleatown,  Mass 

fo«t«r,H.  F.,LanKley.  S.  C 

' '  Hituml  hlitorj  ehut. 


PBOVIDENCE   PCDLIC    LIBRARY. 

APPENDIX  NO.  17— Cwihiiwtd. 


Jenokei,  A.  V 

IJohns    Hopklnt     University,     lialUmon;,     Md.  i 
[ihrougb  T.  R  Ball,  Bccretarj-.]  ! 

Jones,  AuguBtiae | 

[Joilin.H.  V.  A.    See  Providence.  City  of] 

•  Boalon  public  icbool  H(t«. 

1  Library  bullellna,  noa.  10-13. 

lAIw,  IHchsrl.. 

I  Alio,  olhcr  gif  ta.  Dot  ent^cd  before  Fob.  4, 
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Newton  free  library,  Ncwto 

Nloholion,  W.  T 

Northam.R.  E 

Obadiah    Brown    benovolc 

[through  8.  AuhUu].  , . 
[Oliver,  Hon.  U.K.  Sec  8 
Otit  library,  Norwich,  Ct. . 

Paine,  Q.  T 

P«[ne,  Hon.  H.  E.,  fU.  8.  c 
Parion*.  C.  W..  M.  D,,  [sc 

Pinke  fund,  Rhode  Isia 
Perkint,  P.  B.,  Bwton,  Ma 

Peteraon,  C.  0.  A 

Pieroe,  Mrs.  W.  H 

Pope  manufacturing  CO.,  B( 

Potter,  Hon.  E.  B 

Proviilenoe,  City  of;  [tlirou 

Providence,  City  of;  [throu 

clerk] 

.  Providence  association    of 

facturers 

Providence  Athenniim 

Providence  Franklin  Bociut; 

Providence  |)ORt-offlce 

Ray,  I.,  M.  I),  Phlladclphii 
Redwood  library  HDii  Alhci 

Reld,  J.  A.  and  It.  A 

*Rhoadea,  L 

Rhode  liland  and  I'rovidcn 

[through   Hon.   J.    M. 

Stiili'.) 

Rhode  Island  liixtorical  mc'i 

Rhode  Island  lioHjiituI 

Richmond,  Mm.  .\nni( 

Richmond,  F.  R 

Rider,  fi.  S 

■iclltuatv  cliaru. 
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NAME8. 


S 

a 

'o 
> 


Tufts  College,  Medford,  Mass 

Tyler,  S.  F 

Union  for  Christian  work 

United  States  of  America 

Vaughan,  Mrs.  E.  A 

♦Vincent,  Rev.  J.  H.,  D.  D.,  Plainfield,  N.  J 

Voae,  Uev.  J.  G.,  D.D 

Walling,  II.  F.,  Boston,  Mass 

Walker,  John  P 

Waterman,  W.  H.,  New  Bedford,  Mass 

[Watertown,  Mass.    See  Free  public  library,  Water 
town,  Mass.] 

Wheeler,  B.  I.,  [Brown  University.] 

Wheeler,  Lieut.  G.  M. ,  U.  S.  army 

WIggin,  O.  C.  M.  D 

Woburn  public  library,  Wobum,  Mass 

♦Woman's  educational  association,  Boston,  Mass. . . 

Woodbury,  Rev.  A 

[Worcester,  Mass.      See  Free  public  library,  Wor- 
cester, Mass.] 

Wright,  Col.  C.  D.,  [chief  of  bureau  of  statistics 
of  labor,  Massachusetts,]  Boston,  Mass 

Young  men's  association,  Buffalo,  N.  Y 

Young  men's  Christian  a.ssocintion,  New  York,N.  Y. 

Young  men's  Christian  association,  [Providence.]. . 

Young  men's  institute.  New  Haven,  Ct.,   [through 
T.  A.  Barnes] 


1 

1 


13 


s 

o 


1 
1 


I 


2 

1 


Periodicak. 

[Unbound 

Dumbers  and 

volumes.] 


142  [noe.] 


2 

1 
1 


t6r>0tl086 


815 


*KeadiuK  lists. 

tTotal,  books  prcf>onte<l,  1736;  See  Appendix  No.  9. 

$  Volumes. 
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For  the  Portion  of  the  Year,  Feb.  4  to  Dec.  31,  1880. 


PROVIDENCE. 

K.     I*'    FBEEICAN    A    CO.,   PllIKTEllS    TO    THE    BTATE. 

1881. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Librarian. 


To  THE  Board  of  Trustees: 

Gentlemen:  —  I  have  the  honor  to  present  herewith  my  third 
report,  covering  the  period  from  February  4  to  December  31,  1880. 
In  the  appendix  will  be  found  illustrative  tables  and  figures.  Hereto- 
fore the  library  year  has  begun  with  February  4,  that  being  the  day 
on  which  the  library  was  first  opened  to  the  public. 

For  purposes  of  uniformity  a  change  is  now  made  to  the  beginning 
of  the  calendar  year,  and  the  reports  will  hereafter  be  made  for  the 
period  beginning  January  1.  Another  cause  contributes  to  render  the 
period  of  the  present  report  a  more  than  usually  limited  one,  the 
library  having  been  closed  for  about  five  weeks"  in  the  summer,  dur- 
ing which  the  removal  was  made  to  its  present  quarters.  It  should 
therefore  be  borne  in  mind  that  for  the  period  of  this  report,  the 
library  has  been  open  for  the  issue  of  books,  only  339  days,*  instead 
of  308,  as  in  the  previous  year.* 

general  statement. 

The  books  in  the  library  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  consisted  (1) 
of  6,303  volumes  obtained  by  purchase;  (2)  380  transferred  by  binding, 
etc;  (3)  6,368  from  the  Providence  Association  of  Mechanics  and 
Manufacturers;  and  (4)  4,173  from  various  other  donors.  Deducting 
35^  volumes  which  had  been  withdrawn,  these  comprised  a  total  of 
16,775.-' 


a.  From  May  16  to  July  5,  1880.  incliulve. 

b.  See  Appendix  No.  6,  [C] 

c.  See  Second  anniuU  report,  p.  18. 

d.  See  Second  umoAl,  p.  15-16,  AppendizeH  Noh.  1-2. 
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The  1,407  volumes  added  during  the  year  just  closed  have  included 
(1)  696  obtained  by  purchase;  (2)  17  transferred  by  binding,  etc.;  (3) 
5  from  the  Providence  Association  of  Mechanics  and  Manufacturers, 
not  previously  attainable;  (4)  689  from  various  other  donors;  making, 
therefore,  after  deducting  the  153  volumes  withdrawn  during  the  year, 
a  present  total  of  18,029." 

THE   IMPROVED   LOCATION. 

By  the  removal  already  alluded  to,  one  of  the  two  most  urgent  im- 
provements to  which  the  last  report  drew  attention,*  has  been  effected. 
The  new  location  answers  in  a  remarkable  degi^ee  the  various  require- 
ments of  accessibility,  quiet,  light,  heat,  ventilation,  freedom  from 
dust,  and  opportunity  for  expansion.*  Since  the  book-cases  and  other 
fittings  of  the  library  were  originally  constructed  with  a  view  to  per- 
manent use  wherever  the  library  might  be  situated,**  no  waste  has  been 
occasioned  by  the  removal,  and  every  piece  of  furniture  has  found  its 
appropriate  position  in  the  new  location.  Considerable  additions, 
however,  were  rendered  necessary  on  account  of  the  great  increase  in 
space,  (nearly  300  per  cent.)  It  was  this  work,  and  not  that  of  merely 
transferring  the  books,  which  required  the  closing  of  the  library  for 
several  weeks  in  the  summer.  For  a  more  detailed  account  of  the 
various  accommodations  which  have  thus  been  secured,  the  reader  is 
referred  to  the  Library  Journal,* 

GROWTH   OF  THE   LIBRARY. 

The  total  number  of  volumes  added  during  the  past  year  is  1,407,^ 
a  noticeably  smaller  number  than  in  the  two  preceding  years.'  These 
additions,  also,  as  in  previous  years,  have  consisted  in  very  nearly 
equal  parts,  of  purchases  and  gifts.*  It  is  certainly  a  very  pleasant 
feature  of  the  library's  growth  that  this  steady  stream  of  gifts,  of  one 
kind  and  another,  has  flowed  into  it  since  its  opening.  The  total 
number  of  separate  donors,  from  the  beginning,  is  407,  and  of  these 
102  were  new  names  during  the  past  year.' 


a.  See  Appendixes  Noe.  1-2. 

b.  Second  annual  report,  p.  4,  5. 

c.  See  Providence  Journal,  July  6, 1880. 

d.  See  Second  annual  report,  p.  4. 

e.  Library  Journal,  July— Augnst,  1880,  p.  304-205. 
/.  See  Appendix  No.  2. 

g.  See  First  aonnal  report,  p.  15,  and  Second  annual  report,  p.  16. 

h.  See  Appendix  No.  4. 

i.  See  Appendix  No.  4. 
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It  has  sometimes  been  suggested  that  an  opportunity  be  furnished 
each  resident  of  the  city  for  contributing  some  amount,  however 
slight,  to  the  library  fund.     It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  may  be  done 
at  some  time;  and  meanwhile  this  privilege  may  perhaps  be  attained 
by  each  reader,  in  making  a  contribution  of  books.     Such  an  oppor- 
tunity was  once  offered  to  the  people  of  Boston  and  quite  generally 
improved,  and  it  doubtless  served  to  intensify  the  interest  felt  in  what 
has  now  become  the  noble  collection  of  the  Boston  Public  Library. 
It  is  well  to  repeat  here  what  has  already  been  stated  in  previous 
reports,*  that  it  is  extremely  desirable  to  make  the  public  library  the 
repository  of  whatever  has  a  local  interest  or  value.     Not  only  have 
various  special  collections  been  made,  (such  as  a  file  of  the  play-bills 
of  the  two  opera  houses,  since  January  1,  1879,  a  copy  of  the  ballots 
used  at  the  last  presidential  election,  and  a  valuable  scrap-book  of 
material  relating  to  the  presidential  election  of  1864),  but  in  some 
instances  the  works  of  Providence  authors  have  been  here  collected. 
This  tendency  can  very  profitably  be  developed  farther. 

However  valuable  may  be  additions  to  a  library,  made  in  this  unsys- 
tematic manner  by  various  donors,  it  is  evident  that  a  library,  in  order 
to  increase  symmetrically,  must  receive  accessions  from  year  to  year  in 
accordance  with  some  systematic  plan,  and  under  the  direction  of  a 
purchasing  committee  having  that  one  thing  in  charge.     The  gifts 
of  most  value  to  a  library  will  therefore  be  those  which  furnish  the 
funds  for  this  purpose,  and,  as  has  been  pointed  out  i^  previous 
reports,*  it  is  just  here  that  our  library  is  most  deficient.     Its  funds, 
limite<l  to  an  unfortunate  degree,  permit  it  to  keep  supplied  only  with 
those  works  which  are  of  the  most  general  description,  and  are  sure 
of  commanding  the  interest  and  attention  of  the  majority  of  readers. 
Yet  it  will  never  be  able  to  fulfil  its  complete  measure  of  usefulness 
nntil  it  is  equipped  with  a  fund,  distinct  from  the  general  endowment, 
and  designed  expressly  for  the  acquisition  of  those  rarer  works  of  ref- 
erence and  authority,  which  may  not  indeed  be  in  the  hands  of  every 
user  of  the  library,  but  which,  when  they  are  wanted,  are  wanted  in 
earxeat,  and  by  some  reader  who  is  certain  to  be  benefited  by  them. 

THE   year's   use. 

As  will  be  remembered,  the  total  number  of  days  on  which  the 
\iV>rary  has  been  open  for  the  issue  of  books  is  smaller  this  year  than 

^^    See  Pint  aannal  report,  p.  4. 

^-    See  First  annual  report,  p.  9, 10;  Second  annual  report,  p.  11—18. 
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last  by  69*;  but  the  diminution  in  the  number  of  volumes  issued  is 
not  only  absolute,  but  relative,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  appendix.* 
The  average  daily  issue  falls  13  short  of  that  of  the  first  year,*  and 
nearly  every  month  since  the  reopening  of  the  library  in  July  shows  a 
diminution  from  the  figures  of  the  second  year.  It  would  be  inter- 
esting to  trace  the  precise  causes  for  such  a  result,  yet  we  may  not 
hope  for  exactness  in  this,  so  many  and  so  complex  are  the  conditions 
which  affect  the  use  of  the  library.  It  may  however  be  taken  for 
granted  that  a  removal,  however  much  of  an  improvement  it  has  un- 
questionably been  in  our  own  case,  is  always  to  be  avoided  if  possible,  on 
account  of  the  break  which  it  introduces  in  the  regular  order  of  things. 
It  is  also  doubtless  true  that,  as  will  be  considered  later  in  this 
report,  a  failure  to  provide  adequate  resources  for  readers  is  scarcely 
the  course  best  adapted  to  develop  a  larger  use  of  the  books. 

The  figures  showing  the  class  of  reading  are  also  interesting,  and  in- 
dicate that  there  is  at  least  no  retrograde  in  the  matter  of  instructive 
reading.  In  the  issues  of  the  previous  year  the  historical  classes  regis- 
tered 13  percent,  of  the  total,  and  the  fiction  and  juvenile  72  per  cent.**; 
while  this  year  the  percentage  of  fiction  and  juveniles  has  dropped  to 
69,*  and  that  of  the  historical  classes  has  risen  to  IG/  In  some  of  the 
months  the  gain  in  historical  reading  over  the  preceding  year  is  quite 
marked,  as,  for  instance,  152  in  September;  273  in  October,  and  340 
in  November.  It  may  be  asked  wliether,  considering  the  efforts 
which  have  been  made  to  improve  the  matter  and  manner  of  residing, 
this  is  not  on  the  whole  a  very  trifling  improvement.  And  to  this  it 
may  be  answered  that  it  might  well  be  so  considered,  were  it  not  that 
no  attempt  has  ever  been  made  to  limit  or  restrict  the  benefits  of  such 
efforts  to  our  own  readers,  or  to  any  class  of  readers.  Like  the  most 
of  such  library Vork  as  is  generally  useful,  it  is  available  wherever  it 
finds  receptive  readers.  In  fact,  one  of  our  own  reference  lists  has 
recently  come  back  to  us  in  print  from  a  Wisconsin  library,  where  it 
was  incorporated  with  due  acknowledgement,  in  its  annual  report.^  The 
only  conclusion  which  is  indicated  by  an  examination  of  these  fiicts, 
is  that  constant  efforts  at  improvement  are  the  only  rational  methods, 


a.  See  p.  3. 

6.  See  Appendix  No.  6.    [C] 

c.  See  First  annual  report,  p.  21. 

d.  See  Second  annual  report,  p.  21. 

e.  See  Appendix  No.  10. 
/.  See  ApiNjndix  No.  10. 

g.  "  Third  annual  report  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  public  library  of  the  city  of  Milwaukee 
1880,"  p.  36-«7. 
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and  that  these  are  to  be  considered  as  justified  by  their  results,  even 
though  we  may  not  be  able  definitely  to  trace  all  those  results. 

AID  TO   READERS. 

It  is  in  this  form  that  the  most  effective  attempts  at  improvement 
are  made.  When  rendering  a  service  the  library  exerts  an  influence 
for  improvement  which  is  possible  in  no  other  way;  and  there  are  few 
institutions  which  surpass  it  in  the  extent  and  variety  of  its  opportu- 
nities for  usefulness.  Mention  has  been  made  in  previous  reports"  of 
some  of  the  methods  whereby  the  work  of  the  library  has  been  made 
available  to  students,  to  the  schools,  and  to  other  institutions.  Some 
new  developments  during  the  past  year  require  special  mention.  The 
system  of  special  references  referred  to  in  the  report  of  a  year  ago*  as 
having  developed  from  manuscript  lists  into  lists  copied  for  circulation 
(by  the  hektograph  copying  process),  has  within  the  year  just  closed 
developed  into  a  printed  list.  During  the  past  few  months  copies  of 
such  lists  have  been  furnished,  once  a  week,  to  each  of  the  two  daily 
papers  which  were  published  at  the  time  the  library  was  opened.  The 
titles  of  these  will  be  found  in  the  appendix.*'  Thus  published,  they 
have  given  a  wider  circulation  to  the  efforts  made  by  the  library  to 
assist  its  readers,  than  would  otherwise  have  been  the  case,  since  there 
are  many  more  who  are  interested  in  using  these  references  than  could 
have  been  supplied  with  the  hektograph  copies.** 

Of  course,  the  primary  aim  of  these  lists  is  that  of  assisting  our  own 

readers.     As  is  the  case,  however,  with  so  much  in  library  work,  that 

which  is  of  service  in  one  library  is  frequently  found  serviceable  in 

other  libraries,  and  many  of  these  lists'  have  found  a  wider  field  of 

usefulness  in  the  columns  of  the  Library  Journal.     It  is  possible  tha^", 

before  the  issue  of  our  next  re}x»rt,  a  plan  may  be  put  in  operation  for 

^Drnishing  printed  copies  of  the  lists  to  subscribers  with  regularity. 

Such  an  arrangement  would  doubtless,  while  not  taking  the  place  of 

*nj  of  the  methods  now  employed,  be  the  most  effectual  in  supplying 

f^eaden  with  the  information  and  assistance  contemplated.-^ 

An  admirable  opportunity  was  afforded  by  the  occupation  in  July 
o^  the  new  quarters  on  Snow  street  for  directly  adapting  the  arrango- 


^-  FInt  anDiud  report,  p.  10-12;  Second  annual  report,  p.  7-10. 

*•  Second  annual  report,  p.  9. 

•*•  S«i?  Appendix  No.  15. 

*'•  The  usual  limit  of  the  imprc«KionH  posKiblc  by  the  hektograph  is  70  copies. 

*•  See  Appendix  No.  15,  for  a  Hat  of  ench  as  have  been  printed  in  the  Library  Journal. 

/•  See  the  lAbrary  Journal,  v.  5,  p.  208,  for  a  notice  of  this  plan.     Subscriptions  may  be  received 
•*^  library  or  by  Mr.  F.  Leypoldt,  18  and  15  Park  Row.  N.  Y.  City. 
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ments  of  the  library  to  the  purposes  of  the  special  work  above  alladed 
to.  As  will  be  seen  from  the  account  of  these  arrangements  in  the 
Library  Journal  of  July — August,  1880,*  the  attempt  at  specializing 
the  reading  of  the  public  is  here  made  under  many  favorable  circum- 
stances. A  series  of  panels  is  given  up  to  the  daily  notes,  bulletins  of 
periodicals,  and  other  references  of  a  special  nature,  on  one  side  of  the 
entrance,  and  to  the  announcement  of  new  books,  on  the  other  side  of 
the  entrance;  while  the  special  reference  lists  which  have  been  repro- 
duced by  the  copying  process  are  in  binders,  and  may  be  consulted  at 
the  catalogue  desk.  These  contain  the  very  large  number  of  special 
references  which  have  been  made  in  connection  either  with  the  topics 
assigned  for  essays  at  college,  with  the  college  course  in  history,  and 
with  the  courses  of  the  various  city  schools.  A  new  and  exceedingly 
promising  feature  of  the  cooperation  between  the  library  and  the 
schools  already  alluded  to,  is  the  formation  of  what  are  known  as 
"school  libraries." 

These,  unlike  the  "school  libraries"  founded  in  this  State  some 
forty  years  ago,*  are  not  founded  for  the  purpose  of  answering,  in  a 
general  and  indefinite  way  the  design  of  the  public  library  system. 
They  are,  on  the  contrary,  a  very  definite  and  specific  means  of  ex- 
tending the  influence  and  even  the  material  contents  of  the  public 
library;  being  almost  wholly  selected  from  books  in  our  own  collec- 
tion, which  the  teacher  has  personally  examined,  and  found  service- 
able. These  "branch"  collections,  as  they  may  appropriately  be 
considered,  are  so  administered  as  to  be  used  under  peculiarly  favorable 
circumstances,  for  they  circulate  under  the  teacher's  own  eye,  giving 
him  an  opportunity  for  judiciously  following  up  the  use  of  each  book 
by  the  most  effective  suggestions,  instructions,  and  supervision.*  This 
is,  of  course,  only  a  link  in  the  general  chain  of  agencies  which  have 
in  view  the  creation  in  the  future  of  a  reading  public  such  as  shall 
use  the  resources  of  the  library  with  intelligence  and  profit. 

Other  features  of  the  assistance  rendered  to  readers,  which  deserve 
mention,  are  the  printing  during  the  year  of  a  "  Finding  list  "*  of  the 
books  in  the  library,  April  1,  1880,  the  works  being  entered  under  the 
authors  and  titles,  (see  the  introductory  explanation  prefixed  to  it); 


o.    lAbrnry  Journal,  v.  5,  p.  201-6. 

b.  See  the  "  Manual  of  edacation.    A  brief  history  of  the  Rhode  Island  Institute  of  Instruc- 
tion/* for  a  statement  as  to  these  early  school  libraries,  p.  SI. 

c.  See  "  Tliree  papers  on  reading  and  English  literature  in  schools/*  p.  34,  35. 

d.  In  the  four  weeks  from  December  1,  to  January  1,  about  140  copies  had  been  sold  at  50  cents 
apiece.    The  total  number  sold  up  to  March  8, 1881,  is  214. 
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and  of  a  manual  entitled  *'  How  to  use  the  reading-room."*  The 
latter  was  prepared  at  the  expense  of  a  fnend  of  the  library,  and  one 
copy  has  been  placed  on  each  one  of  the  tables  in  the  reading-room, 
where  it  proves  to  be  just  what  is  wanted,  to  familiarize  the  reader 
with  the  use  of  pamphlets,  of  the  periodicals,  and  of  the  reference 
books.  The  lists  of  the  two  latter  are  there  printed  in  full,  and  the 
periodical  list  has  been  reproduced  in  this  report.*  Another  note- 
worthy feature  of  the  assistance  rendered  is  the  furnishing  of  a  special 
study-room,*  where  those  who  desire  can  be  by  themselves  and  pursue 
their  researches  on  special  subjects  without  liability  of  interruption. 
After  all,  the  ultimate  object  to  be  aimed  at  in  all  library  work  is  the 
benefiting  and  developing  of  the  individual  reader,  and  it  is  pleasant 
to  notice  that,  from  year  to  year,  more  persons  use  the  library  for 
specific  purposes,*'  and  the  librarian  is  in  more  instances  asked  to  ren- 
der assistance  and  furnish  suggestions  in  individual  cases.' 

THE  USEFULNESS  OP  THE   LIBRARY. 

That  the  library  has  been  of  service  is  plain,  but  it  is  proper  to  in- 
quire whether  all  the  capabilities  of  usefulness  which  are  possible  to 
such  an  institution  have  been  made  available  to  their  fullest  extent. 
These  are  dependent,  first,  upon  the  pains  taken  by  the  officers  in 
charge  to  make  the  administration  of  the  library  thorough  and  effi- 
cient; second,  upon  the  resources  at  the  command  of  the  officers  in 
charge;  and,  third,  upon  the  extent  to  which  the  readers  for  whom  it 
is  established  avail  themselves  of  its  advantages.     Of  the  first  point, 
the  disposition  of  the  library  officers  to  make  the  administration  satis- 
factory and  efficient,  it  is  not  proposed  to  speak  at  length  in  this  con- 
nection.    It  is  enough  to  say  that  while  there  have  been  shortcomings 
of  which  none  can  be  more  painfully  conscious  than  they  are  them- 
selves, their  aim  has  been  constantly  that  of  attaining  the  very  highest 
efficiency.     The  other  two  points,  however,  are  so  intimately  connected 


<!.   Tbere  are  a  few  extra  copies  of  these  manuals,  which  may  be  taken  to  their  homes  by  such 
'^•ilers  as  desire  them. 

t.    See  Appendix  No.  14. 

c.  It  is  recommended  that  this  opportunity  be  improved  by  tcachertu,  who  may,  in  this  way, 
^^^t  the  libtary  in  company  with  a  few  of  their  pupils  for  the  study  of  some  specific  subject. 

d.  It  is  significant  tliat  the  use  of  the  postal  card  arrangement,  whereby  a  person  is  enabled  to 
•^'^re  wroc  specific  work  for  which  he  lias  unsuccestffully  applied,  lias  very  largely  increased  during 
^^  year.    A  weekly  average  of  90  poHtals  is  now  mailed,  in  place  of  6  a  year  ago. 

«.   The  librarian  would  take  this  opportunity  to  acknowledge  the  conrteoy  of  the  Eoftton  Public 
^Wry,  which  has  in  several  instances  during  the  year  permitted  the  loan  to  this  library  of  l>ooks 
i^ed  by  its  readers,  bat  not  attainable  in  this  city. 
8 
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that  the  practical  beariDg  of  one  carries  with  it  necessarily  that  of  the 
other. 

It  is  easy  to  see  that  the  failure  to  furnish  the  readers  with  adequate 
accommodations  and  resources  is  not  directly  calculated,  to  say  the 
least,  to  promote  the  largest  use  of  the  library,  (and  the  figures  given 
in  the  appendix"  show  that,  from  this  point  of  view.  Providence  is 
most  inadequately  provided  for,  as  compared  with  other  places,)  while, 
on  the  other  hand,  a  diminished  use  of  a  library  by  the  readers  has 
never  been  found  a  strong  argument  for  very  largely  increasing  the 
collection.  The  two  things  are  indissolubly  connecfed,  and  a  library 
which  is  so  unfortunate  as  to  be  perplexed  with  one  of  these  difficulties 
can  scarcely  avoid  the  consideration  of  the  other. 

INCREASED   RESOURCES. 

It  is  therefore  not  accidental,  not  unnatural,  that,  for  the  third 
year  in  succession,  the  need  of  very  largely  increased  resources  is  pre- 
sented in  the  annual  report  as  calling  urgently  for  attention.  It  is  at 
present  the  most  serious  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  library's  best  work. 
The  library  has,  it  is  true,  made  the  most  of  such  resources  as  it  has, 
yet  that  should  not  be  taken  as  an  argument  for  restricting  it  perma- 
nently to  such  inadequate  supplies.  Besides  the  disadvantage  already 
cited,  the  following  may  be  mentioned  as  deserving  of  notice: 

The  whole  tendency  of  the  library's  work  and  its  influence  upon 
readers  is  towards  a  specializing  of  methods  and  aims.  This,  in  a 
library  of  limited  resources,  frequently  results  in  interesting  a  reader 
in  some  special  topic  or  line  of  study,  and  carrying  him  to  the  very 
limit  of  the  library's  resources  in  this  department,  with  his  appetite 
for  farther  acquisition  sharpened  but  unsatisfied.  Now  this  is  an  evil, 
since  it  is  a  waste  of  effort,  and  especially  of  interest,  so  important  an 
element  in  any  course  of  beneficial  study  or  reading.  Yet  the  remedy 
is  not  in  abandoning  the  method,  but  in  increasing  the  resources. 
Again,  a  serious  defect  in  our  collection  is  the  absence  from  it  of  a  de- 
partment of  works  of  reference  and  authority  in  the  various  depart- 
ments of  knowledge.  A  public  library  must  always  be  guided  in  its 
purchases  by  the  interest  which  is  actually  felt  in  certain  classes  of 
books  by  the  readers  themselves;  but,  looked  at  from  the  point  of  view 
of  an  educational  institution,  such  a  library  should  also  be  a  place 
where  the  best  works  on  the  various  topics  of  study  and  research  can 

a.    See  Appendix  No.  17. 


•    0 
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be  seen  and  consulted.  Lastly^  aside  from  the  question  of  a  slow  in- 
crease in  books  of  a  special  value  and  rarity,  the  actual  aggregate  rate 
of  increase  is  far  too  small.  Most  libraries  in  this  countiy  have  in- 
creased from  small  beginnings,  yet  the  Boston  Public  Library,  founded 
as  a  collection  of  only  9,688  volumes,  had  reached  22,617  at  the  end 
of  its  third  year;  and  the  Chicago  Public  Library  from  6,852  had 
reached  39,236.  There  are  few  instances  to  be  found  where  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case  have  called  so  loudly  for  a  speedy,  generous, 
and  adequate  increase  of  resources  as  in  our  own  case;  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  it  will  be  accomplished  before  the  matter  becomes  an  occa- 
sion for  actual  reproach. 

With  the  usual  acknowledgements  of  obligation  the  above  report  is 
respectfully  submitted. 

WILLIAM  E.  FOSTER, 

Librarian. 
March  8,  1881. 
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.    BTATEMKNT." 


Books,  (in  circulation,).. 
Books,  (for  reference,)  . . 
Reports 


Pamphlets 

Periodicals;  (unbound  volumes) 

Periodicals;  (unbound  odd  numbers).. 
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APPENDIX -NO.  2. 


SOURCES   OP   ACCESSIONS.* 


-4. —From  Providence  Association  of  Mechanics  and 
Manufacturers* 

^.— From  other  gifts* ^ 

^'— From  transfers,  etc 

^' — From  purchases 

Total 


dded, 
4— Dec. 
,  1880. 

• 
y-^ 

• 

<4^ 

m 

a 

0) 

<u 

as 

• 

^ 

»-5 

6,368 

5 

6.373 

4,172 

689 

4,861 

286 

17 

303 

6,303 

c696 

6,999 

17,129 

1,407 

18,536 

APPENDIX  NO.  3. 

GAIN  AND  LOSS.** 

1, — Oain. 
ii—From  the  P.  A.  M.  and  M 5 

B.— From  other  donors,  in  book  form 681 

From  other  donors,  in  pamphlet  form,  since  bound 15 

From  exchange 3 

From  replacing  lost  copy 6 

C— Pamphlets  purchased,  transferred 2 

D— Periodicals  currently  subscribed  for,  bound 56 

Purchases 640 

Total  gain ; ...    1,407 

Total  loss 152 

Net  gain 1,255 

0.  Of.  Appendix  No.  2,  of  Second  annual  report. 

ft.  Total  gifts  in  volumes,  11,284. 

e-  Weekly  average  of  parcluuies,  17. 

</•  Compare  with  Appendix  No.  8,  of  Second  annual  report. 
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APPENDIX  KO.  d.—Continued, 

S. — Loss. 

By  withdrawal  in  exchange 11 

**  accidental  loss 5 

"theft 1 

**  transfer 25 

**  condemnation 102 

"sale 9 

Total  loss 153 


APPENDIX  NO.  4. 

DONORS." 

Whole  number  (excluding  anonymous,  ete.,)  up  to  Feb.  4,  1878 47 

Number  of  new  names  during  first  year 142 

'*                 •*               **        second  year 116 

third  year 102 

Present  total 407 

Number  of  individual  donors 123 

Number  of  volumes  given  from  beginning 11,234 


APPENDIX  NO.  5. 


COMPOSITION  OP  THE  LIBRARY;  RANK  OP  CLASSES.' 


Present  rank  of  classes. 

Social  science* 3.284 

Fiction,  (adult,) 3,212 

[Unassigned]    2,655 

History 1.631 

Biography.   1,511 

Geography 1,406 

Juvenile  fiction 1,226 

Miscellaneous  literature 1,030 

Philosophical  science 939 

Natural  science 707 

Practical  science 639 

Art 296 


18,536 


Rank  of  accessions  for  second  year. 

Social  science* 425 

Miscellaneous  literature 200 

Fiction,  (adult,) 144 

History 115 

Biography 109 

t Unassigned] 89 

Philosophical  science 70 

Geography 04 

Practical  science 57 

Juvenile  fiction 54 

Art 44 

Natural  science 36 


1,40^ 


a.  Sec  Appendix  No.  18  for  the  alpliabetical  HbI  of  donors.    Compare  also,  with  Appendix  No. 
4,  of  Second  annual  report. 

b.  See  alHO  Appendix  No.  6,  of  Second  annual  report. 
(>.    Including  volnniea  of  reports. 
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APPENDIX  NO.  6. 

CIRCULATION. 

[A.]     Aggregate. 


Second  year, 
1870-80. 

Third  year, 
1880. 

CO 

00 

O 

Percentage 
of  loss. 

Total  number  of  volumes  used  at  the  library. 
Total  number  taken  for  home  use 

10.427        7.223 
93,386      67.620 

3,205 
25,766 

.03+ 

.27+ 

Total  circulation  of  books 

"103,8131    ^4,842 

28,971 

.27+ 

a.  For  308  day^;  at  the  rate  of  337  per  day. 

b.  For  389  days;  at  the  rate  of  313  per  day. 


[B.] 


USE  OF   THE   LIBRARY   WITHIN   THE   ROOM." 


Aggregate  use. . . 
Avcnige  per  day. 


Books 
consulted. 


Periodi- 
cals, etc. 


8,579 
34+ 


Total. 


16,013 
64+ 


Number  of  days  open  for  using  books  in  the  room *250 

Largest  on  any  day {  S  ^  l^O.' } ^^^ 

Smallest  on  any  day [May  27,  1880.] 16 

Largest  on  any  week [April  26— May  1,  1880.]...  604 

Smallest  on  any  week [May  24—29,  1880.] 78 

Largest  in  any  month [March,  1880.] 1,877 

Smallest  in  any  month [July,  1880.] 1,370 

Average  weekly  use 312+ 

Average  monthly  use 1,601+ 

Number  of  books  used  in  study -room* 117 

[C] 

USE  OF  THE   LIBRARV^   BY  BORROWERS. <« 

Number  of  days  open  for  borrowing  books 289 

Number  of  hours  per  day 


Total  number  of  hours  per  day  . 


11 
2,629 


«■   Compare  Appendix  No.  6,  [B.],  of  Swond  annual  report. 

ft-    Dnring  the  period  of  calling  in  tiic  bookn,  preparatory  to  removing,  books  could  Xm  need  in 
^  KJom,  bat  not  taken  out. 
f-    Since  July  6,  only, 
d.  Compare  Appendix  No.  6,  [C],  of  Second  annual  Te\wTt. 
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APPENDIX  NO.  e.—Oontmued. 

Aggregate  use 67,620 

Average  per  day 283+ 

Largest  on  any  day [March  20,  1880.] 6»4 

Smallest  on  any  day [July  15,  1880.] 98 

Largest  on  any  week [March  1—6,  1880.] . .  1,989 

Smallest  on  any  week [Dec.  20—25,  1880. ]•.  1,201 

Largest  in  any  month [March.  1880.] 8,005 

Smallest  in  any  month [May,  1880.] 3,567 

Average  weekly  use 1,649 

Average  monthly  use 6,762 

Average  daily  use  for  the  year 283 


APPENDIX  NO.  7. 


HANK  OF  MONTHS  IN  CIRCULATION.* 


1879-80.  1880. 

March,  [1879.] 10,656  March 8,605 

April,         •*      9,597  April 7,804 

January,  [1880.] 8,604  February,  [4— 28.] 7.543 


February* 

May,  [1879.] 

November, 

December, 

October, 

September, 

July, 

August, 

June, 


8,573    November 7,477 

7,747    December 7,095 

7.615    October 6.976 

7,584    August 6.627 

7.252    September 6,534 

6,671    Julyc 5.392 

6,551    Mayd 3,567 

6,533  

6.013  67,620 


93,386 


♦February  4-28,  1879 8,207 

1—3,1880 366 


8,573 


a.  Th(?  library  was  oixm  this  week  only  Ave  days,  Saturday  Ix-liig  a  holiday. 

b.  C'oiniwn*  with  Api>endix  No.  7,  of  Second  annual  report. 
<:  July.  1K80,  included  only  July  6  to  31. 

(/.  May,  1880,  included  only  May  1  to  16. 
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APPENDIX  NO.  8. 

ABSOLUTE  AND   RELATIVE   RANK   OF  CLASSES  IN  RESPECT  TO  USE;   SHOWING  THE 
**TURN-0VEB'*  OB  NUMBER  OF  TIMES   EACH  BOOK  HAS  BEEN  DRAWN  OUT. 


Bank  by  absolute  no.  of  volumes  used. 

1.  Fiction,  (Adult)  31,459 

2.  Fiction,  (Juvenile) 15,818 

3.  History 4,091 

i    Geography 3,485 

5.  Biography 3,084 

6.  [Unassigned.] 2,333 

7.  Miscellaneous  literature  . . .  1,695 

8.  Natural  science 1,833 

9.  Social  science 1,170 

10.  Philosophical  science 1,149 

11.  Practical  science 1,002 

12.  Art 1,001 


Bank  by  tarn-over. 

Fiction,  (Adult) 12+ 

Fiction,  (Juvenile) 10+ 

Art 3+ 

History 2+ 

Geography 2+ 

Biography 2+ 

Miscellaneous  literature 2+ 

Natural  science 1+ 

Practical  science 1+ 

Philosophical  science 1+ 

[Unassigned] 8+ 

Social  science 4+ 


67,620 
Turn-over  of  the  whole  library  .  .4.03+    Deducting  reference  books,  turn- 
over of  total  volumes  used. . .  .4.13+ 

APPENDIX  NO.  9.- 

STATISTICS  IN  THE  FORM  OF  THE  AMERICAN  UBRART  ASSOCIATION.* 


LITERART  CLASSES. 

Juveniles 

Prose  fiction • . . . 

Essays,  poetry,  drama,  etc 
Periodicals,  (Literary) 

HISTORICAL  CLASSES. 

Geography  and  travels  . . . 

Biography 

History 

ARTS  AND  SCIENCES. 

Fine  arts 

Industrial  arts 

Natural  science 

Philology 

Social  and  political  science 
Philosophy  and  theology. . 


Vols,  in  li- 
brary, Feb. 
4,  1879. 


[6,718] 

1,094 

2,854 

2,665 

105 

[3,518] 
1,148 
1,106 
1,264 

[3,562] 
223 
489 
591 
37 
1,564 
658 


13,798 


Vols,  ad^ 
ded  dur- 
ing year 
1879-80. 


I 


214 

519 

13 


[742] 
194 
296 
252 

[1,7^^ 

93 

80 

57 

1,295 

211 


3,331 


Vols. 

added 

during 

1880. 


[481] 

54 

144 

244 

39 

109 
115 

[638] 
44 
57 
36 
6 
425 
70 


1,407 


18,536 


Vols,  in  li- 

No. issued 

brary,  Dec. 

during 

31,  1880. 

1880. 

[8,023] 

[51,229] 

1,226 

15,818 

3,212 

31,459 

3,428 

3,915 

157 

37 

[4,548] 

[10,660] 
3,485 

1,406 

1,511 

3,084 

1,631 

4,091 

[5,965] 

[5,731] 

296 

1,001 

639 

1,002 

707 

1.333 

100 

76 

3,284 

1,170 

939 

1,149 

67,620 


a.    See  Appendix  No.  9,  of  Second  annual  report. 
b*    See  IMrary  Journal^  v.  I,  p.  481. 
8 
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APPENDIX  NO.  10. 


BANK    OF    CLASSES. — USE. 

Ist  year. 


1.  Fiction,  (Adult,)* 

2.  **        (Juvenile,)" 

3.  History 

4.  Geography  

5.  Biography 

6.  rUnassigned] 

7.  Natural  science , 

8.  Practical  science 

9.  Art 

10.  Miscellaneous  literature 

11.  Philosophical  science . . . 

12.  Social  science 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 


Fiction,  (Adult,)* 

•*        (Juvenile,)* 

History 

Geography 

Biography 

rUnassigned] 

Natural  science 

Practical  science 

Art 

Miscellaneous  literature. 
Philosophical  science. . . 
Social  science 


Fiction,  (Adult,)* 

'*        (Juvenile,)*. . . 

History 

Geography 

Biography 

rUnassigned] 

Miscelhineous  literature. 

Natural  science 

Social  science 

Philosophical  science... 

Practical  science 

Art 


No.  vols. 

Per  cent. 

41,289 
21.392 
5,494 
4,813 
3,043 
3,024 
2,318 
2,233 
1,832 
1.829 
1,740 
1,678 

45.+ 

. 

23.5 

6.05 

5.8 

3.3 

8.3 

2.5 

2.4 
2.02 

2.01 

1.9 

1.8 

Sd  year. 

90,685 

45,460 
23,103 
5,064 
4,126 
3,482 
2.870 
1,911 
1,910 
1,649 
1,449 
1,283 
1,079 

100 

48.+ 

24.+ 

5.+ 

4.+ 

3.7 

3.07 

2.04 

2.04 

1.7 

1.5 

1.3 

..........   ...........   . . .  f 

1.1 

Sd  year. 

• 

93,386 

31,459 
15.818 
4,091 
3,485 
3,084 
2,333 
1 ,695 
1,333 
1,170 
1,149 
1,002 
1,001 

100 
46.+ 

23.8 

6.04 

5.1 

4.+ 

3.4 

2.5 

1.9 

1.7 

1.6 

1.4 

1.4 

67,620 

100 

a.  Total  per  cent  of  fiction,  68-|- 

b.  Total  per  cent,  of  fiction.  72-f 

c.  Total  per  cent,  of  fiction,  69+ 
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APPENDIX  NO.  11. 


ISSUE  AND  USB   OF  CARDS,  a 


Total  number  of  registration  numbers 

occupied 

Total  number  cancelled 

Total  number  flll^  in 


AjTsrregate  number  of  persons  registered 

ling 

Daily  average  of  cards  issued 


iron 


rom  beginnini 


Percentage  of  total  eligible  population 
registered* 

Number  of  books  returned  within  four- 
teen days* 

Number  of  books  renewed 

Number  of  books  fined 


Total  number  returned. 


Number  of  days  on  which  postals  have 

been  sent  for  books  overdue*' 

Average  daily  number  of  postals  sent. . . 

Largest 

SmAest 


i( 


(( 


<i 


(( 


(( 


It 


Feb.  4,  1880. 

During  8d 
year. 

Jan.  1, 
1881. 

13,831 
449 

2,075 

eo 

114 
(  Regis'eddur- 

15,406 
509 

13.780 

i  ing  3d  year, 
(            2,249 
9+ 

16,029 

19+ 

59,003 
3,093 
5,419 

19+ 

67,615 

237 

22+ 

115 

5 

a.  Compare  also  Appendix  No.  11,  of  Second  annual  report. 

6.    Population  in  1880,  over  14,  about  80,000.    Population  in  1881,  between  5  and  15,  about 
90,000.    Population  in  1881,  over  15,  about  84,000. 
e   Ttke  day  on  which  most  are  returned  is  the  14th. 


APPENDIX  NO.  12. 


BBCOBD  OF    WARDS. 


Name  of 
ward. 


Rank  by 
population. 


1.  Tenth 18,803 

2.  Ninth 15,256 

8.     First 13,712 

4.     Eighth ...12.816 

6.     Seventh 9,406 

6.  Fifth 8,746 

7.  Third 8.720 

8.  Fourth 6,201 

9.  Sixth 6.190 

10.    Second 5,002 

•104,852 


Rank  by 

area. 

[Estimated.] 


Tenth. 

Ninth. 

First. 

Eighth. 

Second. 

Third. 

Fifth. 

Seventh. 

Fourth. 

Sixth. 


Rank  by  dis- 
tance from 
library. 


Fourth* 

Fifth. 

Sixth. 

Second. 

Third. 

Seventh. 

Eighth, 

Ninth. 

First. 

Tenth. 


Rank  by  number  of  per- 
sons registered,  1879-^. 


Ninth 875 

Eighth 309 

First 363 

Fifth 889 

Second 292 

Fourth 273 

Sevfenth 248 

Tenth 220 

Sixth 208 

Third 203 

2,890 
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APPENDIX  NO.  12.— ConHnwsd. 


Rank  by  number  of   per- 
sons registered,  1880. 


Fourth 

Ninth 

267 

266 

Eighth 

232 

Fifth 

Second 

211 

Sixth 

201 

Seventh 

192 

First 

189 

Tentli 

159 

Third 

188 

2,075 


^'Rank  by  percentage  of  population  compared  with 

absolute  rank. 


Present  absolute  number 
of  cards. 


Present  percentage. 


Ninth 2,150 

First 1,953 

Fifth 1,729 

Eighth 1,626 

Tenth 1.422 

Fourth 1,361 

Seventh 1,343 

Third 1,295 

Sixth 1,243 

Second 1.211 


15,893 


Second 24.01 

Fourth 21.98 

Sixth 20.07 

Fifth 19.76 

Third 14.85 

Seventh 14.27 

First 14.24 

Ninth 14.09 

Eighth 18.15 

Tenth 7.56 


SUMMARIES. 

!Snd  year. 

Total,  east  side  wards 3,921 

Total,  west  side  wards 8,134 

Tenth  ward 1 ,263 


13,318 

The  east  side  +  10th  ward 5,184 

The  9th  and  10th  wards  together,  [the  two  most  recently  an- 
nexed]  3,157 


3d  pear, 
4,459 
9,512 
1.422 

15,898 
5,881 

8,573 


a.  Census  of  city,  Jane  1, 1880. 

b.  Nearest. 

c.  Farthest. 

d.  The  number  of  cardB  is  for  Jan.  1, 1881.    The  population  is  for  June  1, 1880. 


APPENDIX  NO.  13. 

Suggestions  contained  in  the  Beading-room  manual.'^ 

EXAMINATION    OF  BOOKS. 

Persons  desiring  to  examine  any  number  of  books,  other  than  the  reference 
books,  can  do  so  at  the  tables  in  the  reading-room. 

To  apply  for  these,  fill  out  the  green  slip  furnished  at  the  reading-room  desk, 
with  the  numbers  required. 

PAMPHLETS. 

A  collection  of  more  than  600  pamphlets,  a  complete  list  of  which  will  be 
found  at  the  counter,  may  be  used  in  the  reading-room  only. 

To  apply  for  a  pamphlet,  it  is  necessary  to  fill  out  the  slips  furnished  at  the 
reading-room  desk. 

SPECIAL    STUDY    ROOM. 

For  readers  pursuing  special  investigations,  which  require  freedom  from  in- 
terruption, and  opportunity  for  making  notes  or  memoranda,  a  special  study 
room  has  been  provided,  in  which  also  the  more  expensive  and  the  rarer  vol- 
umes may  be  consulted. 

a.    This  manual  is  stamped,  on  the  cover,  "  How  to  use  the  roading-room.^* 
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APPENDIX   NO.   14. 


LIST  OF  PERIODICALS  TAKEN. 


American  Agriculturist. 
American  Architect. 
American  Bookseller. 
American  Journal  of  Science. 
American  Machinist. 
American  Naturalist. 
Argus.    [Insurance.] 
Atlantic  Monthly. 
Blackwood^s. 
Bookseller. 

Boston  Journal  of  Chemistry. 
British  Quarterly. 
Brunonian. 
Chronicle. 

Congressional  Record. 
Contemporary  Review. 
Dwight^s  Journal  of  Music. 
£dinhurgh  Review. 
Fortnightly  Review. 
Frank  Leslie^s  Weekly. 
Gardener's  Monthly. 
Harper's  Bazar. 
Harper^s  Monthly. 
Harper's  Weekly. 
Harper's  Young  People. 
Illustrated  London  News. 
Index.     [Insurance.] 
Insurance  Age. 
Insurance  Journal. 
Insurance  Monitor. 
International  review. 
Investigator.     [Insurance.] 
Library  Journal. 
Literary  News. 


Literary  World. 

Littell's  Living  Age. 

London  Quarterly. 

Magazine  of  American  History. 

Monthly  Index. 

Nation. 

National  Board  of  Health  Bulletin. 

Nature. 

New  England  Historical  and  Genealo- 
gical Register. 

Nineteenth  Century. 

North  American  Review. 

Nursery. 

Official  Gazette  of  the  United  States 
Patent  Office. 

Popular  Science  Monthly. 

Princeton  Review. 

Publishers'  Circular. 

Publishers'  Weekly. 

Punch. 

Saint  Nicholas. 

Scientific  American. 

Scientific  American  Supplement. 

Scribner's  Monthly. 

Spectator.    [Literary,  London.] 

Spectator.     [Insurance,  New  York.] 

Ueber  Land  und  Meer. 

Van  Nostrand's  Magazine.  [Practical 
science.] 

Weekly  Underwriter.     [Insurance.] 

Western  Insurance  Review. 

Westminster  Review. 

Wide  Awake. 

Workshop.     [Art.] 
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APPENDIX  NO.   15. 

SUBJECTS  OF    REFERENCE  LISTS. 

A.— Those  copied  bt  the  hektooraph  since  Feb.  8,  1880. 

United  States  history. — ^Pierce's  administration. 

Buchanan's  administration. 

Lincoln's  administrations. 

Johnson^s  administration. 

United  States  constitution. — Preparatory  tendencies.' 

Elements  of  national  development,  1774-8^ 

Its  documentary  structure. « 

Modifications  developed,  1789-1877.** 

Comparison  with  that  of  the  mother  countr 

Early  American  history. — The  foundation  of  the  American  colonies./ 

— —  The  alienation  of  the  American  colonies.^ 

The  founding  of  Boston.     [250th  anniversary,  Sept.  17?  1880.]* 
Channing.     [100th  anniversary,  April  7,  1880.]' 
Oregon 
Modern  philosophy. — Reid. 

Kant. 

Hamilton. 

Mill. 

Bain. 

Spencer.-' 

Theories  of  consciousness. 

Lowell  Institute  lectures  of  Professor  Diman.-— Evolution  and  theism.* 

Immanent  finality  and  the  theistic  interpretatio 

nature.' 
lucent  books  for  young  people,  Feb.,  1880. 

B. — The  themes  for  college  exercises. 

(a.)    In  English  eomponiion. 

Was  Frederic  the  Great*s  seizure  of  Silesia  justifiable? 

a.    Also  printed  in  Library  Journal^  v.  5,  p.  172. 


b. 

•• 

tt 

tt 

It 

ITJ^TS. 

c. 

»• 

ti 

tt 

It 

178-74. 

d. 

it 

t( 

tt 

It 

174. 

e. 

(< 

*t 

.t 

11 

222-28. 

/. 

It 

t. 

tt 

ti 

829. 

0- 

tt 

tt 

ft 

It 

829-80. 

h. 

it 

tt 

tt 

ft 

288-90. 

i. 

ti 

tt 

tt 

tt 

112. 

i. 

(t 

tt 

tt 

It 

111-12. 

k. 

It 

tt 

tt 

V.  6, 

It 

81-82. 

I. 

tt 

tt 

«t 

tt 

82. 
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aWill  the  publication  of  Charles  Dickens's  letters  enhance  his  fame? 

The  best  of  prophets  of  the  future  is  the  past. 

^Should  legal-tender  notes  be  withdrawn  from  circulation? 

'^Is  a  change  in  English  orthography  desirable? 

Was  King  William  responsible  for  the  massacre  of  Glencoe? 

''Desirableness  of  international  copyright. 

Pascal's  devotion  to  science. 

•Gladstone's  political  integrity. 

8ir  Walter  Scott's  commercial  honesty. 

Charles  Kingsley  as  a  moralist. 

The  popularity  of  Wordsworth. 

Hume's  defence  of  the  Stuarts. 

Lord  Byron's  sympathy  with  Greece. 

/Dangers  of  the  French  republic. 

English  ideas  of  America. 

MacDonald's  character  of  Sir  Gibbie. 

Sket-ches  of  English  scenery  from  Tennyson*s  "Idyls  of  the  king." 

Peculiarities  of  Elizabeth,  as  represented  in  **  Kenilworth.*' 

Addison's  "  Sir  Roger  De  Coverley." 

Free  trade  and  protection. 

Chaucer's  portraiture  of  character. 

Caxton's  services  to  the  English  language  and  literature. 

English  translations  of  the  Bible. 

Chaucer's  "  Parliament  of  birds." 

Dryden  as  a  dramatic  theorist. 

Gay's  ** Beggar's  opera." 

Locke's  theory  of  personal  right. 

Addison's  art  of  writing. 

Dean  Swift  as  a  literary  politician. 

Tke  origin  of  the  English  novel. 

Taine's  criticism  of  Dr.  Johnson. 

John  Bunyan's  conscience. 

Spenser's  popularity  with  poets. 

The  laureateship  of  England. 

The  relation  of  the  science  of  language  to  modem  education. 

Windsor  Castle. 

The  ruins  of  Kenilworth. 

The  battle  of  Malvern  Hills.     [1862.] 

The  children's  crusade. 

The  battle  of  Balaklava.     [1854.] 

Irving's  visit  to  Abbotsford. 

The  bombardment  of  Copenhagen.     [1807.] 


a. 
c. 


^*     -^l«o  printed  in  Ubratry  Journal,  v.  5,  p.  81. 

*  it  ..  t»  4i         ti         Q'l 

•  •  *i  i(  «t         ti         O* 


a. 

^  ..  ..  ..  ..    .*    118-18. 

*  *^cluded  also  in  the  printed  "  Reference  list,  No.  1.' 
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Vasco  da  Gama^s  voyage  to  India. 

The  pereeyerance  of  Palissy. 

The  utility  of  art. 

George  Stephenson's  energy. 

Cardinal  Richelieu's  ambition. 

Cowper  as  a  letter-writer. 

'Webster's  defence  of  the  constitution. 

The  wit  and  eloquence  of  Curran. 

Cervantes,  the  soldier  and  tlie  poet. 

(b.)    History, 

The  reign  of  Louis  VI. 
The  character  of  the  Abbe  Suger. 

Relations  between  France  and  England  in  the  reign  of   Philip  Au- 
gustus. 
The  battle  of  Bouvines.     [1214.] 
The  eastern  empire  in  the  tenth  century. 
The  origin  and  history  of  the  Turks. 
Enumeration  of  the  crusades. 
Description  of  the  first  crusade. 
Description  of  the  fourth  crusade. 
The  battle  of  Crecy.     [1846.] 
The  battle  of  Poitiers. 
The  battle  of  Agincourt. 
The  siege  of  Orleans. 

Circumstances  of  the  Plautagenet  acoession. 
^he  Plantagenets  in  England. 
The  constitutions  of  Clarendon. 
Magaa  Charta. 

The  deposition  of  Richard  II. 
The  wars  of  the  roses. 


C. — LISTS  WHICH  HAVE  BEEN  PRINTED  IN 

(a.)    In  the  Library  Journal. 

Nathaniel  Hawthorne. 

The  Irish  landlord  and  his  tenant. 

cHints  on  reading 

cHume. 

<iDickens's  letters. 

''Legal-tender  notes. 

''Change  in  English  orthography. 

"Herbert  Spencer. 

'^Channing. 

''International  copyright. 


a.  Printed  in  the  Providence  Daily  PresSy  Jan.  25, 188L 

b.  Included  aliio  in  printed  *'  Reference  list  No.  L** 
e.  Originally  a  list  copied  by  the  hektograph. 

d.  Originally  a  theme  for  a  college  exercise. 


VARIOUS  PUBLICATIONS: 


V.  5,  p.  40.) 
V.  5,  p.  40.) 
V.  5,  p.  41.) 
V.  5,  p.  42.) 
V.  5,  p.  81.) 
V.  5,  p.  81.) 
V.  5,  p.  81.) 
V.  5,  p.  111-12.) 
V.  5,  p.  112.) 
V.  5.  p.  112-18.) 
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LSbrary  Jowrnai, 

aGladstone. 

^United  States  constitution. 

The  founding  of  Boston. 

'Longfellow. 

*Burns. 

^Rarly  American  history. 

(6.)    PnmdtMA  Joumai. 

Socrates. 

/Sheridan's ''Rivals.'' 

The  Pyrenees. 

Northern  Italy. 

The  passion  play. 

Goethe  and  Schiller. 

The  vicinity  of  Constantinople. 

Vegetable  life. 


(v.  6,  p.  113.) 

(v.  5,  p.  172-75.  222-23.) 

(v.  5,  p.  288-90.) 

(v.  5,  p.  290.) 

(v.  5,  p.  290-91.) 

(v.  5.  p.  829-30.) 


(Nov.  1, 
(Nov.  8, 
(Nov.  15, 
(Nov.  22, 
(Nov.  29. 
(Dec.  6, 
(Dec.  13, 
(Dec.  20, 


1880.) 
1880.) 
1880.) 
1880.) 
1880.) 
1880.) 
1880.) 
1880.) 


{e.)    Providence  Pre$s. 

The  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  Massachusetts  constitution. 

(Oct.  25,  1880.) 
Political  history  of  the  United  States.  (Nov.    2,  188D.) 

Oregon.  (Nov.    9,  1880.) 

Works  on  genealogy.  (Nov.  15,  1880.) 

Hamilton's  political  ideas.  (Nov.  23.  1880.) 

'The  cession  of  Dulcigno.  (Nov.  27.  1880.) 

Lucretius.  (Dec.  28,  1880.) 

,    Originally  a  theme  for  a  coll^pe  exercise. 
Orifi;inally  a  list  copied  by  the  hektograph. 
Also  printed  separately. 
Prepared  originally  as  a  school  exercise. 

**  one  of  the  "daUy  notes.*' 
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COMPARISON    ( 


Vol 

Worcester,  Mass.,          "               "          "       68,295 

Fail  River,      "             "               "          "       53,860 

Lawrence,       -             "               "          '■      M.WW 

Lynn,                                             '          "       88,481 

Woburn.         "              ■•                          ■•       10.988 

Quincy,           "                              '■          "       10,529 

Brooltline,        "               -                  ■           ■■         8.070 

APPENDIX  NO.  18. 

(The  toUl  number  ot  ume*  tor  Uie  third 

T«r 

APPENDIX  NO.  17. 

THIS    CITY   WITH    THOSE    OF  BEVBK    OTHBR 


.  Jan.  1, 1881,  18,039 

Not.  80,  1879,  47.581 

Jan.  1,  1881.  21,822 

Dec.  81,  1879,  19,68S 

Jan.  1, 1880,  27,804 

Mch.  1, 1880,  17,703 


>.  1, : 


8,000 


Jan.  31,  1880,  24.018 
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APPENDIX  NO.  la— OmMniMd. 


t  BtcdTcd  u  panphlcl^  lince  bound. 
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APPENDIX  NO.  tS.—Oontinited. 


1 T  rccdved  m  pMuphlala,  alncc  bonnd. 
1 1  rorelTsd  i*  pamphlati,  al  Dce  boaod. 
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I 


Homer,  J.  W 

Howgate,  Cspt.  B.  W..  [U.  S.  army] 

Hoyt,  D.  W 

HudMR,  Rev.  J.  C,  ^orDcastle,  Engltncl. . 
Humphraya,  A.  A.,  [U.  B.  cblet  of  enginw 
Indlanapoila  public  libnry,  Indlaaapolle,  I 
Intarnational  committee,  Young  men's  Chr 

Bociations 

JinMn,  McClurg  &  Co.,  Chicago,  III 

Jchns  Hopkins  University, Baltimore,  Md., 

T.  R.  Ball,  secretary] 

Jonas,  Auguaiine 

{Joailn,  H.  v.  A.,  see  Proridence,  City  of] 
Kanaaa,  State  of.  [board  of  agriculture]. . . 
Kaen,  W.  W.,  M.  D.,  Philadelpbia,  Peon.. 
(Lawrenoa.  Mass.,  see  Free  public  libra 

rence.  Uass] 

La  Ohc,  Hon.  W.  O.,  [D.  8.  commisdoner 

culture] 

■.aa.W 

Laeda  public  library,  Leeds,  England 

■.aate.G.  A 

latter,  J.  E 

Llnooln,  Professor  J.  L.,  [Brown  Univerni 

LInderfelt,  K,  A..  Pb.  D.,  [Hbrariao,  H 
public  library] 

loekwood,  AD 

Urd.C.  K.,  Baltimore,  Md 
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NAHES. 

! 

} 

J 

1 

PerlodlcalB. 

[Unbound 
TolumcB  and 
numbera.] 

1 

1 

Providence,  Citj  of.  [through  H.  T.  A.  Joalln,  cltj 

1 
8 

a 

a 

1 

Pytnam,  F.  W.,  curator  Peabody  Huseum  of  Amer- 
ican arclMBology  and    ethnology.   Cambridge, 

2 

1 

i 
1 

1 

s 

1 

1 

Abode  UNnd  and  ProTidence  maDtatlona,  State  of. 
[through  Hon.  J.  M.  Addeman.  aecrelary  of 

1 

Richmond,  P.  E 

11 

1 

8 

e2[noa.] 

Roteh,   W.,   [engineer  of   the  wsWr-worke,    Pal) 

1 

1 

88 

17 
6 

public  school  library;  [through  P.M. 

San  Franolaco                         ,  San  Franciaco,  Cal. . 

1 

4 

24 

1 

1 

8 

1 

Inatllntlon.  Waahtngton,  D.  C 
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FOURTH    ANNUAL   REPORT 


OF    THE 


LIBRARIAN 


OF    THE 


firorirleitce  public  1|ibrarj|, 


For  the  Year  ending  December  31,  1881. 


PROVIDENCE: 

;.      L.     KllEEMAN    A    CO.,    PRINTERS    TO    THE    STATE. 

1882. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Librarian. 


To     THE  Board  of  Trustees: 


!i5-ENTLEMEN: — I  havc  the  honor  to  present  herewith  my  fourth  an- 
nn^iil  report,  covering  the  operations  of  the  year,  1881." 


GENERAL    STATEMENT.* 


'^Vhe  books  in  the  library  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  consisted  (1) 
of  6999  volumes  obtained  by  purchase;  (2)  303  transferred  by  bind- 
ing* ftc;  (3)  6373  from  the  Providence  Association  of  Mechanics  and 
Manufacturers;  and  (4)  4861  from  various  other  donors.  Deducting 
527  Tohimes  which  had  been  withdrawn,  these  comprised  a  total  of 
18,029. 

The  1724  volumes  added  during  the  year  just  closed  have  included 
(1)  809  obtained  by  purchase;  (2)  147  transferred  by  binding,  etc; 
(•^)  8  from  the  Providence  Association  of  Mechanics  and  Manufac- 
tarexs,  not  previously  obtainable;*  (4)  760  from  various  other  donors; 
"^*k:ing  therefore,  after  deducting  the  191  volumes'*  withdrawn  dur- 
the  year,  a  present  total  of  19,562.* 


lUnr 
t3 


THE    year's    growth. 


■^  ^le^total  accessions  of  the  year,  while  exceeding  tliose  of  the  third 
considerably  below  those  of  either  of  the  two  preceding  years,-'' 


Tefi.^    .•^^ 


a. 


^^         It  will  be  noticed  Uiat  the  *' library  je&r  "  is  now  identical  with  the  calendar  year,  befi^nning 
^    ^'^lury  1,  instead  of  on  February  4,  as  formerly. 
g  ^ee  Appendix  No.  1. 

th&L       '^  books  thas  credited  since  1878,  have  been  in  part  books  which  were  then  missing  from 
^m    /|  ^  ^rary,  and  in  part  pamphlets,  etc  ,  now  boand  for  the  iir»t  time.    In  sabscqnent  reports  these 
^     '^^^  iDclnded  under  **  transfers." 

The  number  withdrawn  during  1881  is  191. 
Tltis  figure  is  of  course  the  net  total  of  books;  all  withdrawals  being  deducted.    The  highest 


.         ^r  entered  on  the  accesMlon  book,  (Jan.  1,  188S),  is  90,200. 

Accewions  in  the  first  year,  3,491 ;  2d  year,  8,331 ;  8d  year,  1,407;  4th  year,  1,724.    The  weekly 
*''^^ge  of  purchases  in  1881  is  15-f . 
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The  nature  of  the  additions,  however,  has  been  the  same  as  in  pre- 
vious years.  Not  yet  have  the  resources  of  the  library  permitted  the 
establishment  of  a  department  of  works  of  reference  and  authority 
in  the  various  branches  of  learning,  and  its  interests  must  of  coui*se 
suffer  until  this  is  the  case."  Special  pains,  however,  have  been 
taken  to  make  as  effective  as  possible  its  purchases  in  the  commoner 
lines  of  reading.  The  books  upon  which  the  greatest  stress  of  de- 
mand falls  have  been  ascertained,  and,  where  it  was  practicable,  have 
been  duplicated.*  In  numerous  cases  also,  a  second,  third,  fourth  or 
fifth  copy  has  been  added.  Many  of  the  features  of  this  library,  such 
as  the  daily  notes,  the  habit  of  encouraging  special  research,  the 
printed  reference  lists,  etc.,  are  admirably  adapted  to  reveal  the 
points  at  which  our  collection  is  deficient,  and  indicate  the  directions 
in  which  it  ought  to  grow.  All  such  indications  are  noted,  and  will 
be  of  great  service  whenever  the  library  comes  into  possession  of  atle- 
quate  resources/  The  gross  accessions'*  of  the  year  must  of  course  be 
diminished  by  the  number  of  volumes  withdrawn;  and  these,  it  will 
be  seen,  have  been  more  than  usually  numerous  during  the  year.  As 
shown  in  the  appendix,*  these  have  been  chiefly  volumes  condemned 
because  worn  out.  In  many  cases  a  book  has  gone  a  third  and  fourth 
time  to  the  binder,  and  it  is  believed  that  it  will  be  less  profitable  to 
do  this  hereafter  than  to  replace  such  books  with  fresh  copies.  There 
is  something  fundtimentally  wrong  with  the  binding  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, and  in  order  to  obviate,  so  far  as  possible,  the  difficulty 
arising  from  the  flimsy  and  unsubstantial  sewing  with  which  many 
volumes  are  furnished  by  their  publishers,  the  pnujtice  has  been  in 
many  cjises  to  resew  them  substantially  before  using  them  at  all. 

USE   OF  THE   LIBRARY.-^ 

Not  only  has  the  growth  of   the  past  year   been  comparatively  a 

a.  The  urgent  necessity  for  this  has  been  presented  in  previous  reports.  See  Ist  report,  p.  9-10; 
8d  report,  p.  11-13;  3d  report,  p.  5.  10-11. 

b.  See  also  note  d  at  p.  11. 

c  It  should  here  be  mentioned  that,  by  the  provisions  of  the  will  of  the  late  Mr.  Joseph  J. 
Coolce,  this  library,  with  others,  is  allowed  an  opportunity  of  bidding  off  from  the  private  library 
left  by  that  gentlemau,  when  it  nhall  be  offered  for  nale,  books  to  the  value  of  $5,000. 

d.  Among  the  sourcen  of  accensions  during  the  year,  it  will  l^  noticed,  (sec  Appendix  No.  8),  are 
14  volumes  received  through  "exchange/"  Thc»e  have  been  received  chiefly  in  coDseqaence  of  the 
preparation  of  two  separate  lists  of  such  duplicates  as  this  library  has  *'  for  exchange/*  which  were 
mailed  to  other  libraries  for  this  purpoM). 

e.  See  Appendix  No.  3.  This  practice  is  certain  also  to  cause  a  large  number  of  withdrawals 
during  the  coming  year. 

/.    See  Appendix  No.  5;  also  6  and  7. 
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small  one.  The  same  has  been  true  of  its  aggregate  use.*  The  use 
has  been  distributed  through  the  year  also  with  unusual  evenness,  the 
difference  between  the  highest  circulation  in  any  month  and  the  lowest 
in  any  month,  being  only  2,000  ;*  and  no  single  day's  circulation  having 
exceeded  600.*  If  we  pause  for  a  moment  to  examine  this  aggregate, 
before  passing  to  a  consideration  of  the  classified  circulation,  we  shall 
not  find  it  easy  to  account  for  it  altogether.  The  following  considera- 
tions, however,  throw  some  light  upon  it. 

In  the  first  place,  as  has  been  pointed  out  in  a  previous  report,**  **  fail- 
ure to  furnish  the  readers  with  adequate  accommodations  and  resources 
is  not  directly  calculated,  to  say  the  least,  to  promote  the  largest  use 
of  the  librar}'."     It  will  be  noticed  that  while  the  number  of  books 
in    the  library  has  increased  only  from  18,029  to  19,562  during  the 
rear,*  the  number  of  readers  registered  has  increased  during  the  same 
period  15,406  to  17,729.-''    It  is  io  fact  becoming  increasingly  diffi- 
ciilt  for  the  average  reader  to  obtain  the  average  book;  and,  without 
doubt,  some  part  of  the  diminution  is  to  be  accounted  for  under  this 
h^iid.     Here  is  a  cause  due  to  conditions  which  can  and  ought  to  be 
cb  singed. 

In  the  next  place,  the  purchases  made  from  the  very  outset  have 
aimed  to  add  to  our  collection  books  valuable  in  themselves,  rather 
th«m  such  simply  as  would  have  a  large  circulation  from  their  sensa- 
tional or  questionable  qualities.^  Moreover,  it  has  never  been  the  aim 
of  the  library  to  develop  undue,  excessive  or  hasty  retvding.  In  some 
lit* Furies  a  reader  may  on  the  same  day  return  a  book  charged  to  him 
and  take  out  another,  or  may  have  several  books  charged  to  his  name. 
Ill  this  library  he  is  limited  to  one.  Pupils  in  the  public  schools  have 
^e^n  carefully  advised  on  the  subject  of  excessive  reading,*  and  assured 
thitt  **one  book  thoroughly  digested  is  better  than  twenty  hurried 


'  -        The  daUy  Average  of  books  issued  was  in  the  1st  year,  205;  in  the  Sd,  303;  in  the  3d.  S82;  in 

^  ••^h.tn. 

^-         March,  8,100;  September,  8»100;  See  Appendix  No.  6. 
*~         See  Appendix  No.  5. 
See  8d  report,  p.  10. 
**        See  Appendix  No.  1. 
^'        8«e  Appendix  No.  8. 

^'       For  interesting  statements  in  connection  with  the  problem  of  objectionable  fiction  in  librarie?, 

•*•  ^*^e  LUn-ary  Journal,  v.  «,  p.  «06,  819.    (Also,  in  part,  at  p.  11-13,  45-47,  162-63,  285-26.)    It  may 

^*^ed  that  not  only  has  this  library  avoided  the  parcliaw  of  fiction  of  this  nature,  but  such 

"*'^"^  have  been  promptly  removed,  when  as  In  the  cases  there  considered  they  have  subsequently 

^•*  found  to  be  undesirable. 

''^     For  mention  of  this  work  on  the  part  of  teachers,  see  the  1st  report,  p.  11-12.    Sec  also  the 
^  ^Port,  p.  29. 
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through  and  then  as  quickly  forgotten."*  Now  these  considerations, 
while  they  undoubtedly  explain  in  part  why  the  circulation  is  no  higher, 
do  not  point  to  a  condition  of  things  which  is  undesirable.  So  far 
from  doing  that,  they  are  fully  in  harmony  with  the  settled  policy  of 
the  library, — a  policy  deliberately  chosen,  and  abundantly  justified. 
The  library  is  not  established  for  the  sake  of  a  high  circulation,  apart 
from  any  good  results.  It  is  established  for  the  wise  and  effective 
circulation  of  the  books. 

There  is  another  and  very  noteworthy  circumstance,  however.  The 
experience  is  by  no  means  peculiar  to  this  library,  but  is  that  of  almost 
every  library  in  the  country.  A  writer  who  has  been  able  to  make  a 
comparative  survey  of  the  field  states:  '*  With  singular  unanimity  the 
reports  of  all  our  libraries  (for  the  year  1880)  show  a  falling-off  in 
circulation.  Not  one,  so  far  as  we  can  remember,  can  boast  of  an 
increase."*  The  same  writer  in  attempting  an  explanation,  continues: 
"The  main  reason  of  the  decline  in  circulation  is  undoubtedly  that 
business  has  revived;"  and  that  consequently  there  is  diminished 
leisure  time  for  reading.  A  few  other  reasons  of  a  similar  nature*  are 
also  indicated  ;  and  the  writer  remarks  very  properly:  If  "it  means 
that  they"  (the  people)  "are  reading  books  which  demand  more  time 
to  be  read  profitably  then  certainly  it  is  no  evil." 

On  only  one  of  the  suppositions  we  have  cited  is  the  diminution  to 
be  regretted,  and  that  is  the  disproportionate  narrowness  of  our  re- 
sources. Looked  at  from  that  point  of  view,  it  constitutes  one  of  the 
strongest  of  arguments  for  making  them  adequate. 

If,  turning  now  to  the  classified  circulation,  we  interrogate  the 
quality  rather  than  the  quantity  of  the  reading,  the  outlook  is  more 
favorable.  The  total  per  cent,  of  fiction  used  is  lower  than  at  any 
previous  time  since  the  opening  of  the  library.**  Proportionately 
also,  some  of  the  more  substantial  classes  have  noticeably  gained. 
Natural  science  and  philosophical  science  have  gained  slightly,  and 
geography  very  considerably,  while  the  most  marked  gain  is  seen  in 


a.  It  i8  to  bo  remembered  also  that  the  "  school  libraries,"  (mentioned  on  p.  8  of  the  Sd'rcport), 
while  accomplishing  an  admirable  work,  necessarily  diminish  to  some  extent  the  actual  present  use 
of  this  library  by  the  pupils.  Yet  they  are  at  the  same  time  contributing  to  the  growth  of  a  class 
of  readers  who  arc  i!>omc  time  to  use  this  library  much  more  intelligently  tlian  would  otherwise 
have  been  possible. 

b.  The  Nation,  July  14,  1881,  p.  83. 

c.  For  example,  the  opportunity  of  purchasing  cheaply,  aiforded  by  the  '*  Franklin  Square  LL 
brary,"  etc. 

d.  This  is  for  the  total  of  *'  fiction;'"  that  is,  both  adult  and  juvenile. 
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biography.*  The  three  historical  classes  together  show  a  striking  gain 
over  the  figures  of  two  years  ago.*  There  are  other  exceedingly  inter- 
esting facts  in  connection  with  this  matter  which  cannot  here  be 
detailed,  but  which  may  be  studied  from  the  appendix/  Yet,  as  has 
been  pointed  out  in  previous  reports,**  these  figures  have  their  limita- 
tions in  laying  open  to  our  inspection  the  true  use  of  the  books.  They 
can  analyze  the  library  into  ^uch  classes  as  history  and  fiction,  but  they 
cannot  analyze  so  as  to  show  the  varying  contents  of  the  1381  volumes 
of  ** literary  periodicals"  used."  It  is  however,  a  fact  of  very  great 
interest  that  many  of  these  latter,  so  far  from  representing  an  aimless 
use  of  the  books,  most  clearly  show  an  intelligent  demand  for  infor- 
mation of  a  definite  nature  on  specific  subjects.  The  slips  which  form 
the  basis  of  the  present  charging  system  give  us  the  means  of  ascer- 
taining such  use  as  this  very  accurately. 

INCREASED   USEFULNESS  OF   THE   LIBRARY. 

It  needs  no  argument  to  show  that  an  institution  like  this  ought  to 
become  more  and  more  useful  from  year  to  year.  And  all  indications 
go  to  show  that  this  is  actually  the  case  with  our  library.  Its  bene- 
fits are  participated  in  by  a  greater  number  of  persons  from  year  to 
year.  During  the  year  just  closed,  no  less  than  2323  new  readers 
were  registered, — none  of  whom  had  previously  used  the  library,-^ 
Not  only  this,  but  those  who  have  been  using  it  for  a  longer  time,  are 
constantly  becoming  better  acquainted  with  its  opportunities  for  good 
reading.  This  would  naturally  follow,  even  if  there  were  no  effort  on 
the  })art  of  the  library  management  to  bring  it  about,  but  when,  as 
in  the  case  of  this  library  such  efforts  have  been  a  distinguishing  fea- 
ture of  the  library,  the  results  are  still  better  assured.^ 

There  are  some  methods  which  in  the  precise  form  in  which  they 
have  been  adopted  have  been  peculiar  to  tliis  library.  During  Mr. 
Winsors   administration   as   superintendent   of   tlie   Boston    Public 


a.  The  per  cent,  of  biography  for  the  Ist  year  waa  8.3;  for  the  Sd  year,  8.7;  for  the  8d  year,  4; 
for  the  4lh  year,  4  8. 

b.  For  the  Sd  year,  the  total  of  fiction  was  72  per  cent ,  and  the  total  of  the  historical  claMeit  13 
per  cent.   For  the  year  juat  closed,  fiction  68  per  cent,  and  historical  classes  16  per  cent. 

c.  See  Appendix  No.  7. 

d.  See  1st  report,  p.  7;  3d  report,  p.  6. 
t.    See  Appendix  No.  7. 

f.  See  Appendix  No.  8.    The  number  of  catalogues  sold  during  the  year  is  285. 

g.  It  can  hardly  be  a  misrepresentation,  in  view  of  the  conniderations  given  below,  to  regard  a 
library  which  is  administered  on  the  principles  here  recognized,  as  an  "  educational  institution,'' 
and,  as  such,  it  bat  a  claim  on  the  sympathy  and  regard  of  the  public. 
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Library,  he  showed  what  effective  use  might  be  made  of  references  to 
the  literature  of  any  topic  of  interest,  not  only  in  the  notes  inserted 
in  the  useful  special  catalogues". of  that  institution,  but  in  those  of 
considerable  length  and  elaborateness  appended  to  the  quarterly  bulle- 
tins of  additions  to  the  library/  Thus  a  bulletin  published  in  1876, 
would  contain  references  to  the  literature  of  1776/  The  same  prin- 
ciple was  by  this  library  embodied  in  a  daily  and  regular  practice,  (that 
of  the  '^ daily  notes")**  begun  with  the  opening  of  the  library  in 
1878,  and  never  discontinued.  Jn  the  report  of  a  year  ago,*  allusion 
was  made  to  the  successive  steps'  by  which  from  these  manuscript  lists 
were  developed  the  hektograph  copies  for  limited  circulation,  and 
from  these  in  turn  the  lists  printed  in  the  daily  newspapers,  the  Li- 
hrary  Journal^'  and  elsewhere;*  and  the  hope  was  there  expressed  that 
**  before  the  issue  of  our  next  report,  a  plan  may  be  put  in  operation 
for  furnishing  printed  copies  of  the  lists  to  subscribers  with  regular- 
ity."* This  plan,  we  are  happy  to  say,  went  into  operation  almost 
immediately,  and  this  serial  publication  which,  under  the  title  of  the 
^^  Monthly  Reference  Lists,"  (issued  by  the  Providence  Public  Li- 
brary"), completed  its  first  year's  volume  in  December^  and  was  sup- 
plied with  a  title-page  and  index  for  binding,  has  now  entered  its 
second  year  with  a  subscription  list  of  more  than  220  names.  Not 
the  least  curious  and  interesting  feature  of  it  is  the  fact  that  these 
subscribers  are  by  no  means  confined  to  this  city,  but  the  list  includes 


a.  For  iiiHtance,  the  "Catalogae  of  books  in  *  *  history,  biography  and  travel;^'  and  the 
"  Class  list  for  English  prose  fiction." 

b.  This  practice  was  begun  in  1875,  and  continncd  through  1877.  Since  then  similar  lists  have 
sometimes  appeared,  but  not  always. 

c.  Sec  the  Boston  Public  Library  Bulletin  No.  86. 

d.  See  1st  report,  p.  10-11. 
€ .    See  8d  report,  p.  7. 

/.  In  the  Library  Jaurrtal  Feb.,  1881,  p.  25-37,  will  be  found  a  more  detailed  consideration  of 
tnis  interesting  development  and  the  principles  underlying  it. 

g.     See  3d  report,  pp.  24-25;  also,  Library  Journal,  v.  6,  p.  15,  31-32,  48-49,  172,  188-89,  868-89. 

h.  In  tbc  Magazine  qf  American  History,  Dec,  1881,  (p.  461-62)  is  printed  one  of  the  reference 
lists  of  this  library  which  has  a  historical  interest,— that  on  "  Oregon."  Of  those  which  appeared 
in  the  Library  Journal,  the  Antiquary,  (London),  in  its  issue  of  Oct.,  1881,  (p.  168),  speaks  em- 
phatically as  being  "of  very  great  value."  A  list  of  such  as  liad  appeared  in  the  Library  Journal 
up  to  Jan.,  1881,  appears  in  the  circular  on  "  Library  aids,"  issued  by  the  U.  S.  Bureau  of  educa- 
tion, in  1881,  (p  10.)  The  valuable  alphabetical  index  of  ''Bibliographical  aids,"  also,  prefixed  to 
Vol.  2  of  the  *•  American  catalogue."  (New  York,  A.  C.  Armstrong  &Son,  1881),  containa  the  titiea 
of  the  topics  used  in  the  Monthly  R^erence  Lists  of  this  library,  up  to  June,  1881.    (p.  VIII-XX.) 

i.     See  3d  report,  p.  7. 

J.  A  "  useful  serial  completed  last  month  its  first  volume  :  we  refer  to  the  Monthly  Reference 
Lists  issued  by  the  Providence  Public  Library.  The  table  of  contents  shows  that  bibliographical 
aid  has  been  given  not  only  in  respect  to  current  topics,  ♦  *  ♦  but  in  respect  to  biographical, 
historical,  scientific,  literary,  and  critical  subjects  of  permanent  interest.  «  •  ♦  They  are 
adapted  to  any  locality  which  contains  a  public  library."— 7'Ac  Nation,  Jan.  12, 1882. 
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names  from  some  of  the  most  distant  states  of  the  union^  and  one 
each  in  Canada,  England  and  Germany."  This  serial,  probably 
unique  in  its  nature,*  represents  the  latest  development  of  an  exceed- 
ingly interesting  experiment  in  what  may  be  called  "practical  bibli- 
ography." It  is  based  on  the  principle,  (to  use  language  elsewhere 
employed  by  the  writer),*  that  "there  is  economy  of  time  and  labor 
in  the  practical  work  of  bringing  books  to  the  notice  of  readers,  if 
your  minute  cataloguing  of  a  topic  can  be  made  contemporaneous 
with  the  reader's  interest  in,  and  acquaintance  with,  that  topic." 

It  will  be  remembered  that  a  frequent  occasion  for  the  furnishing 
of  helps  like  these  has  been  the  delivery  of  lectures  or  addresses**  on 
the  topics  referred  to.  Before  the  practice  of  printing  the  references 
in  the  daily  newspapers  was  begun,*  these  lists  were  generally  fur- 
nished subsequently  to  the  delivery  of  the  lecture;  but  since  then  it 
has  frequently  been  found  preferable  to  give  them  in  advance.  But 
for  a  still  farther  modification  and  improvement  we  are  indebted  to  a 
correspondent  in  Baltimore,  a  subscriber  to  the  printed  references, 
and  quite  largely  interested  in  the  methods  of  this  library.  On  the 
occasion  of  the  delivery  before  the  Peabody  Institute,  (Baltimore),  of 
Mr.  Edward  A.  Freeman's  lectures^  on  "  The  English  people  in  their 
three  homes,"  he  being  the  instructor  in  history  at  Johns  Hopkins 
University,  readily  induced  the  Peabody  Institute  directors  to  supply 
the  audience  with  carefully  prepared  references  to  the  subject,  printed 
in  advance.  These  printed  lists  being  distributed  in  the  audience  room, 
gave  Mr.  Freeman's  hearers  an  opportunity  to  follow  up  the  historical 


a.  Among  the  sabecribera  are  the  Smithsonian  Institation,  and  the  Patent  Office,  at  Washington. 
4S  libraries  also,  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  are  subscribers,  and  11  of  these  arc  college 
libraries,  Inclading  the  librarj  of  Harvard  University.  Besides  these,  IS  copies  are  satMcribed  for 
by  Infftructors  in  different  colleges  for  nse  with  their  pnpils,  as  at  Jolms  Hopkins  University,  the 
University  of  California,  the  school  of  political  science  at  Colombia  College,  etc. 

b.  The  /lufex  Medicut^  it  will  be  remembered,  is  a  publication  of  the  highest  value,  appearing 
monthly,  and  under  heads  of  classification  adopted  once  for  all.  indexing  the  current  periodical 
literature  which  falls  under  these  several  heads.  It  is  of  course  wholly  limited  to  medical  and 
9fXtfgScaX  discussions.  On  the  same  plan  as  this,  but  limited  to  no  one  department  like  medical 
literatore,  the  Monthly  Index  was  published  during  1880  and  1881,  by  the  American  News  Co.,  but 
haa  now  been  discontinued.  The  essential  difference  in  plan  between  these  and  the  MorUhly  R^er- 
emee  Lists,  is  that  the  former  index  current  publications  without  regard  to  the  question  whether  the 
topic  is  of  current  interest;  while  the  latter  gives  references  to  current  topics  without  regard  to  the 
question  whether  the  material  referred  to  is  just  published  or  not. 

r.  In  the  IMrary  Journal,  v.  A,  p.  25. 

tf .  See  9d  report,  p.  9,  94-U. 

s.  In  Oct.,  1880.    See  8d  report,  p.  7,  S5. 

/.  Mr.  Freeman*!  first  Baltimore  lecture  was  delivered,  Nov.  16, 1881. 
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investigations  for  themselves.  When,  a  few  weeks  later,*  Mr.  Free- 
man addressed  a  Providence  audience,  (on  another  topic),*  the  Balti- 
more modification  was  cordially  adopted,  and  its  usefulness  recog- 
nized.*' 

There  are  other  ways  in  which  the  interests  of  our  readers  and  the 
increased  efficiency  of  the  library  have  been  studied  during  the  year. 
When  the  present  rooms  were  occupied,  in  1880,  no  change  was  made 
in  the  fixtures  by  which  the  present  reading-room  had  previously  been 
lighted.  While  therefore  this  room  has  been  almost  perfectly  lighted 
by  day,  by  night  there  has  been  an  evident  lack  of  directness  in 
adapting  the  light  to  the  position  of  readers.  In  October  last,  how- 
ever, through  the  generosity  of  a  friend  of  the  library,  the  needed 
change  was  made,  and  the  light  brought  directly  to  each  table,  desk 
and  bulletin.  There  are  now  few  reading-rooms  more  admirably  sup- 
plied with  accommodations  for  reading  and  study  than  ours.**  It 
only  remains  that  the  material  for  reading  and  study,  the  periodicals 
and  the  reference  books,  should  be  adequately  increased.  Within 
the  book-room,  a  slight  re-arrangement  of  some  of  the  volumes  on 
the  shelves  has  materially  reduced  the  time  consumed  in  bringing 
them  to  be  issued,  and  consequently  saved  time  for  the  reader  apply- 
ing for  books.  More  than  ever  before,  also,  have  the  wants  of  the 
readers,  as  expressed  in  their  applications  for  particular  books,  been 
studied.  In  a  library  so  inadequately  endowed  as  ours  is,  it  is  almost 
inevitable  that  the  admonition  to  readers  to  "  come  to  the  library 
with  a  definite  book  or  subject  in  mind,  rather  than  with  an  aimless 


a.  Mr.  Freeman's  first  Providence  lecture  was  delivered  Dec.  13,  1881. 

b.  "  South-eastern  Europe,  past  and  present." 

c.  The  Katlon  of  Dec.  22,  1881,  remarked  that  this  opportunity  "enabled  the  librarians  of  the 
Brown  University,  Public,  and  Athenepum  libraries  to  follow  the  example  of  the  Peabody  Institute 
by  getting  out  a  list  of  supplementary  reading,  with  references  to  works  to  be  found  in  their 
respective  collections.  It  is  therefore  reasonable  to  hope  that  this  useful  practice  will  take  root 
among  us."  (p.  492.)  The  Academy,  (London\  also,  in  its  issue  of  Jan.  14,  1882,  mentions  with 
satisfaction  that  in  this  country  *'  the  librarians  of  the  public  libraries  have  issued  what  may  be 
called  'bibliographical  helps'  indicating  the  books  that  illustrate  the  subject  of  Mr.  Freeman's 
lectures."    (p.  27.) 

d.  Some  of  these  are  pointed  out  in  the  3d  report,  p.  9.  See  also  the  manual  there  referred  to, 
*'  How  to  use  the  reading-room." 

See  also  a  detailed  account  in  the  Library  Journal^  v.  5,  p.  204-5.  The  collection  of  "  reference 
books,"  (as  will  be  seen  from  Appendix  No.  1),  has  now  reached  588  volumes,  the  most  of  which 
are  within  reach  of  every  reader  on  the  open  shelves  in  the  reading-room,  and  all  of  which  can  be 
readily  had.  It  should,  here  be  stated  that  the  expression  "  reference  books  "  is  here  used  in  its 
technical  sense  as  applying  to  such  alphabetically  arranged  works  as  dictionaries,  cyclopiedias,  etc. 
The  ''reference  department"  referred  to  elsewhere  in  this  report,  (see  p.  13,)  would  include  works 
of  authority  and  value  in  their  respective  ttpheres  of  research,  but  not  necessarily  alphabetical  in 
their  arrangement.  Agassiz's  "  Contributions  to  the  natural  history  of  the  United  States  "  would 
be  a  case  in  point.  [Since  the  period  covered  by  this  report,  this  latter  work  hi^  been  received  as 
p.  gift.] 
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desire  for  *  some  book — no  matter  what,"'"  should  sometimes  be  met 
with  the  despairing  answer: — "  We  do,  and  cannot  get  what  we  come 
for."  Any  one  who  has  not  actually  been  over  the  *^  calculation  of 
chances"  will  be  surprised  at  the  close  resemblance  of  the  application 
for  books  in  constant  demand  to  a  lottery,  so  narrow  is  the  margin  for 
success.  Any  method  is  welcome  which  will  serve  to  diminish  the  aim- 
less and  uncertain  element,  and  tend  to  develop  specialized  and  defi- 
nite habits  of  reading.  The  plan  of  notification  by  postal  card,  put 
in  operation  in  November,  1878,  has  been  eminently  successful  in  this 
connection.  In  the  more  than  three  years  in  which  it  has  been  in 
force,*  more  than  2,200  postals  have  thus  been  sent  to  readers,  and 
the  special  use  just  referred  to  has  thus  been  very  noticeably  stimu- 
lated. It  is  interesting  to  observe  that,  so  far  from  this  being  made 
a  means  simply  of  obtaining  ^*a  new  novel,"  every  department  of 
reading  has  been  at  some  time  represented  by  the  postals  thus  mailed. 
Finally,  more  attention  has,  for  several  reasons,  been  given  to  the 
library  service.  Readers  will  bear  in  mind  that  no  one  can  have  a 
stronger  reason  than  the  managers  of  the  library  for  keeping  the 
standard  of  efficiency  as  high  as  possible;  and  therefore  while  it  is 
possible  that  in  some  cases  ordinary  watchfulness  may  fail  to  detect 
the  failure  of  employes  to  do  their  duty,  the  true  way  is  to  cooperate 
with  the  library  authorities  by  bringing  such  cases  to  their  notice.* 

SOME   DESIDERATA. 

In  the  administration  of  any  public  institution,  the  carelessness 
and  wilfulness  of  a  few  are  capable  of  causing  great  inconvenience  to 
the  others.  The  time  and  labor  which  are  laid  under  contribution 
in  a  library,  in  verifying  the  sometimes  fraudulently  entered  resi- 
dences; in  obtaining  the  book  taken  out  by  some  person  who  has 
perhaps  in  the  mean  time  changed  his  residence  three  or  four  times ;*• 

a.  See  Sd  report,  p.  28. 

b.  It  should  here  be  stAted  that  fincc  the  close  of  the  period  covered  by  this  report,  the  library 
committee  have  thought  it  desirable  to  see  whether  the  same  advantages  may  not  be  secured  by 
frequent  duplicating  as  by  the  plan  just  mentioned.  A  pofltal  may  therefore  be  left  for  a  book  and 
mail^  when  the  book  comes  in,  but  the  book  is  not  reserved  one  day  as  formerly.  This  arrange- 
ment went  into  effect,  Feb.  15,  1882.  The  applications  for  books,  successful  and  otherwise,  are 
therefore  now  watched  with  great  care,  with  a  view  to  supplying  the  additional  copies  needed. 

c.  Disroiaaions  from  the  force  of  employes  have  occurred  more  than  once  for  good  cause.  It 
woald  however  be  a  mistake  to  attribute  to  this  reason  some  of  the  recent  changes. 

d.  The  librarian  would  direct  attention  to  the  extracts  from  the  "  Public  Statutes  of  Rhode 
Island,''  L1882],  given  in  Appendix  No.  11.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  library  managers  to  take  an 
early  opportunity  to  proceed  under  the  provisions  of  this  enactment,  and  it  is  believed  that  an  ex- 
ample thus  afforded  will  have  as  wholesome  an  effect  as  the  conviction  of  the  young  man  in  1879, 
for  stealing  reference  booka  from  this  library. 


12  PROVIDEKCE    PUBLIC   LIBRARY. 

in  erasing  foolish  writing  scribbled  on  the  pages  of  books,  and  ascer- 
taining who  has  done  it;  in  sending  to  the  book-binder  a  book  which 
but  for  some  reader's  inexcusable  treatment  of  it  would  still  be  in 
circulation;"  and  in  correcting  other  errors  of  heedless  readers,  would 
suffice  to  do  very  much  more  in  the  way  of  needed  assistance  than 
can  now  be  done.  To  mention  at  this  time  only  one  of  these  kinds 
of  assistance,  it  would  be  possible  to  put  in  practice  here  the  admir- 
able plan  pursued  at  the  Boston  Public  Library  for  the  past  two 
years,  of  giving  special  time  to  consulting  with  readers  on  their  spe- 
cial lines  of  research.  A  reader  going  into  the  Boston  Public  Libra- 
ry will  notice  in  the  Lower  Hall,  at  the  extreme  left,  an  attendant 
whose  entire  duty  it  is  to  attend  to  this;  —  to  show  readers  how  to 
use  the  catalogue;  to  give  suggestions  and  assistance  in  case  of  doubt 
as  to  which  is  the  book  wanted;  to  recommend  suitable  books  and 
lines  of  reading;  to  advise  with  parents  as  to  the  reading  of  their 
children,  and  with  teachers  as  to  supplementary  reading  for  pupils  ; 
to  take  advantage,  in  short,  of  the  hundreds  of  opportunities  which 
offer  for  making  the  reading  more  effective.  To  stand  by  this  at- 
tendant for  a  half-hour  and  observe  the  questions  and  answers,  would 
soon  convince  anyone  of  the  practical  importance  of  such  work.* 
Now,  it  is  true  that  work  of  this  kind  is  done  in  other  libraries, —  it 
is  in  this  library,* — to  a  certain  extent.  But  so  exacting  are  the  other 
duties,  and  so  limited  the  time,  with  our  present  small  force,  that 
there  is  all  too  little  opportunity  for  doing  this  work  as  it  should  be 
done.  Yet  there  are  few  libraries  in  which  this  would  be  more  in 
harmony  with  the  whole  system  of  special  assistance  to  readers  which 
is  a  notable  feature  of  this  library.  There  are  few  libraries  in  which 
its  employment  would  be  more  useful  than  here. 

Another  matter  to  be  regretted  is  that  the  library  is  limited  for  the 
most  part  in  its  purcliases  to  those  books  which  are  sure  of  a  wide 


a.  It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  so  many  children  should  apparently  never  have  learned  the 
right  use  of  books,  externally,  to  say  nothing  of  their  contents.  Volumes  have  been  retnmed  to 
thi^  library  which  have  evidently  been  left  lying  face  downwards  and  were  Ihns  nearly  torn  apart, 
which  have  been  used  as  stands  for  oil  lamps,  which  have  been  stained  with  various  kinds  of  food, 
which  have  been  dropped  in  the  snow  or  mud,  and  which  have  been  used  as  scribbling  paper 
sometimes  for  uncalled  for  expressions  of  the  reader^s  opinion,  and  sometimes  for  the  performance 
of  arithmetical  ciilculations.  It  certainly  would  be  worth  some  attention  on  the  part  of  parents  to 
see  that  their  children  do  not  grow  up  to  adult  age  with  so  primitive  a  conception  of  the  utility  of 
literature. 

b.  See  also  a  brief  reference  to  this  work  in  the  28th  annual  report  of  the  Boston  Pnblic 
Library,  p.  18. 

c.  See  3d  report,  p.  10-11. 
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reading,*  and  are  at  the  same  time  unobjectionable.  Allusion  has 
been  made  in  a  previous  report*  to  the  disappointment  occasioned  in 
individual  instances,  where  a  person  had  passed  from  one  treatise  to 
another,  in  the  investigation  of  a  certain  study,  until  he'found  that 
the  highest  and  most  valuable  works  on  the  subject  were  not  to  be 
found  in  this  library.  With  similar  disappointment  a  reader  not  infre- 
quently finds,  in  following  out  the  comparative  study  of  a  topic  sug- 
gested by  our  reference  lists,  that  for  light  on  some  very  essential 
feature  of  it  he  is  referred  to  a  work  which  is  not  in  this  library,  and 
not  within  its  ordinary  range  of  purchases.  There ^-would  perhaps  be 
much  force  in  the  argument  that  such  a  book  might  stand  on  the 
shelves  unused,  during  eleven  months  of  the  year,  while  others  were 
in  constant  use,  in  a  library  where  no  efforts  were  made  to  lead  the 
reading  in  definite  directions.  In  a  library  like  ours,  however,  where 
80  large  a  part  of  the  reading  is  of  this  definite  character,  it  is  too 
closely  analogous  to  publishing  a  dictionary  of  a  language  from  which 
some  of  the  words  have  been  omitted,  because  they  might  not  be 
turned  to  but  once  in  a  year.  But  when  they  are  wanted,  they  are 
wanted  in  earnest. 

It  is  needless  to  mention  that  this  limitation  of  the  library  is  due 
to  its  limited  funds.  It  is  with  gi-eat  pleasure  that  we  are  able  to 
refer  to  a  recent  very  material  increase  in  them,*  but  there  is  still 
room  for  the  widest  generosity.*'  Whether  the  benefactions  to  the 
library  in  the  future  shall  take  the  form  of  much  needed  books,'  of  a 
reference  fund  like  that  of  the  Free  Public  Library  in  Worcester,-''  or 
of  the  funds  themselves  unaccompanied  by  any  conditions,  they  will 
all  be  welcome.^ 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WILLIAM  E.  FOSTER,  Librarian, 
March  U,  1882. 


a.  It  win  be  remembered  that  while  the  Boston  Public  Library  has  constantly  recognized  this 
principle.  It  ban  at  the  same  time  not  failed  to  place  side  by  side  with  thin  opportunity  for  readers, 
tbe  opportunity  also  to  pass  from  this  reading  to  the  higher  gradei<.  And  in  this  has  consisted 
Tery  largely  its  notable  success. 

6.    See  Ist  report,  p.  i>-10;  8d  report,  p.  10-11. 

c.  From  the  Lockwood  estate. 

d.  While  this  library  has  been  slowly  gathering  its  collection  during  the  past  four  years,  other 
cities  and  towns  have  been  reaping  the  benefits  of  munificent  bequests  for  libraries.  Instances  in 
point  are  the  Ames  Library,  North  Easton,  Mass.;  the  Public  Library,  Haverhill,  Mass.;  the  Pub- 
lic Library,  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania;  and  the  recently  founded  Free  Public  Library  in  Baltimore. 
The  founding  of  the  latter  is  accompanied  by  some  unusual  conditions  which  are  worthy  of  notice 
here.  The  donor,  Mr.  Pratt,  is  now  erecting  on  a  lot  valued  at  $80,000  a  fire-proof  library  building 
(with  capacity  of  200,000  volumes^,  to  cotit  $225,000.    This  whole  property  he  proposes  to  deed  to 
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the  city,  and  then  to  pay  over  the  snm  of  $833,383.83,  thus  making  a  total  of  $1,068,838.88.  This 
latter  snm,  however,  ($833,883.83),  he  suggests  shall  be  added  to  the  city  debt  sinking-fnnd.  The 
city  can  apply  the  interest  or  principal  to  any  other  purpose  or  lose  it  by  bad  investments,  bat  by 
an  act  of  its  city  council  it  will  be  forever  bound  to  pay  an  annuity  of  $50,000  in  support  of  the 
library;  and  this  $50,000  would  just  equal  the  annual  income  of  the  above  donation  at  6  per  cent. 
(This  is  condensed  from  an  account  of  the  library  in  The  Nation,  Feb.  9,  1883,  p.  117.) 

€.  In  that  delightful  work  published  a  few  years  ago,  '*  The  private  libraries  of  Providence."  by 
Horatio  Rogers,  there  is  a  passage  which  may  appropriately  be  quoted  here.  It  is  from  Petrarch's 
letter  offering  his  library  to  the  Cathedral  of  8t.  Mark  at  Venice.  "  If  he  makes  this  deposit,  it  is 
not  because  he  has  a  great  idea  of  his  books  or  believes  he  has  formed  a  fine  library;  but  he  hopes 
by  this  means  the  illustrious  city  of  Venice  will  acquire  other  tnists  of  the  same  kind  from  the 
public;  that  the  citizens  who  love  their  country,  the  nobles  above  all.  and  even  some  strangers,  will 
follow  his  example,  and  leave  their  books  to  this  church  at  their  death,  which  may  one  day  become 
a  great  library,  and  equal  those  of  the  ancients.  Every  one  must  see  how  honourable  this  will  be 
to  the  republic."    (*  Private  libraries  of  Providence,"  p.  131-32.) 

/.  In  this  case,  besides  an  original  gift  of  books,  there  was  a  bequest  for  the  purpose  ot  a  refer- 
ence library,  amounting  now,  with  its  accumulated  Income,  to  $30,000. 

g.  The  usual  acknowledgment  of  obligation  should  here  be  made,  to  the  press,  the  city  depart- 
ments, the  school  teachers,  to  various  friends  of  the  library  who  have  performed  professional  service 
for  it  without  charge,  and  to  other  libraries,  for  courtesies  extended;  notably  to  the  Boston  Public 
Library,  which  has  continued  its  valued  favor  of  occasionally  supplying  our  readers  with  the  use  of 
a  volume  from  its  collection,  which  was  not  to  be  obtained  here.  The  publication  of  the  Monthly 
R^ertnce  Lists  has  been  materially  facilitated  by  a  generous  gift  from  Mr.  William  B.  Weeden,  for 
that  specific  purpose.  The  library  has  also  met  with  the  loss  of  two  valued  friends  during  the  year. 
The  death  of  General  Bumside  has  deprived  it  ol  one  of  its  most  assiduous  benefactors;  and  that 
of  Professor  Diman  of  one  who  took  a  deep  interest  in  its  methods,  and  whosi*  hearty  encourage- 
ment was  repeatedly  expressed. 
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APPENDIX  NO.  1. 


GENERAL  STATEMENT.* 


Books,  (in  circulation), 
Books,  (for  reference), . 

Reports, 

Total,  volumes, 


QD 


a 

H9 


14,856 

537 

2,636 


s 


< 


Pamphlets, 

Periodicals,  (unbound  volumes), 

Periodicals,  (odd  numbers) 

Total,  unbound  material, . . 


18,029 

927 
275 

6,098 


7,300 


1,078 

52 

594 


1,724 

337 

57 

1,143 


1,537 


a 

u     . 


^ 


175 

1 

15 


191 


105 


105 


a.    Sec  p.  3. 


APPENDIX  NO.  2. 

SOURCES  OP  ACCESSIONS," 


SOURCES. 


No. 
Jan.  1, 

1881. 


A. — From  the  Providence  Association  of  Mechanics; 

and  ManufacturcrH, 6,373 

From  other  gifts 4,861 

From  transfer,  exchange,  etc 803 

■From  purchases, 6,999 


C- 
D. 


Total 18,536 

Deduct  total  withdrawals,  


Present  no.  in  library, 


Added,       No. 


1881. 


08  OO 
fcOO 


a> 


15,759 

588 

8,215 


19,562 

1,264 
227 

7,241 


8,732 


Jan.  1, 

1882. 


8  6.381 

760  ;  5,687 

147  I  423 

809  !  7.819 


1,724      20.260 
698 


19,562 


a.    See  p.  3-1.    This  table  gives  the  sources  of  accessions  of  the  volumes  only,  and  not  of  the 
unbound  material. 
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APPENDIX  NO.  8. 

GROSS  AND    NET   INCREASE. 


GAIN. 


A. — From  the  Providence  Asso- 
ciation of  Mechanics  and 
Manufacturers, 


LOSS. 


B.  —From  other  donors. 


8 
7«0 


C. — By  transfer,  exchange,   etc. 

lie 


(1)  Binding  pamphlets  or 
periodicals,  (except  cur- 
rent periodicals) 131 


Books   condemned,    (worn   out, 

etc.) 146 

Sold  as  duplicates, 10 

Exchanged, 4 

Missing,  through  theft  and  failure 

to  return, 81 


Total  loss, 191 


(2)  Exchange, 

(3)  Lost  copy  replaced, 

(4)  Books  previously  reported 
lost,*     

D.— Purchases. 

(1)  Books, 

(2)  Periodicals,  (currently 
subscribed  for  and  bound 
into  volumes), 


14 
2 

11 


749 


60 


Total  no.  of  books  withdrawn, 
1878-80, 507 

Total  no.  of  books  withdrawn, 
1881,    191 


•Deducting   *' Books   previously 
reported  lost". ...  


1,735 


Total  at  present, 698 


11 


Totalgain, 1,724 

Deducting  total  loss. .      191 

Net  gain 1,533 


Vols,  in  library  Jan.  1,  1882, . . .  .19,562 
Total  withdrawals,  up  to  Jan.  1, 
1882, 698 

Accessions,  Jan.  1,  1882 20,260 


APPENDIX  NO.  4. 

CLASSIFICATION  OP  ACCESSIONS. 


{Rank  of  elates;  books  added,  1881.) 


1.  Social  science,* 

2.  Fiction,  (adult), 

3.  rUnassigned.] 

4.  History, 

5.  Miscellaneous  literature, 

6.  Biography, 

7.  Philosophical  science, 

8.  Geography, 

9.  Natural  science, 

10.  Practical  science,  

11.  Juvenile  fiction, 

12.  Art 


605  1. 
225+  2. 
148      3. 


144 

126 

118 

90 

72 

56 


4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 
10. 
53t  11. 
32     12. 


1.724 


Rank  of  classes,  Jan.  1,  1882. 

Social  science,* 3,889 

Fiction,  (adult), 3,437 

rUnassigned.] 2,803 

History 1.775 

Biography, 1 ,629 

Geography 1,478 

Juvenile  fiction, 1,279 

Miscellaneous  literature 1 ,156 

Philosophical  science, 1,029 

Natural  science, 763 

Practical  science, 694 

Art, 328 

20.260 


*The  \hiftfi  namber  of  volames  in  Social  science  quoted,  is  accounted  for  by  the  volumes  of 
"  Reports"  here  classed. 
t  Less  than  one-sixth  of  the  past  yearns  additions  have  been  in  the  department  of  fiction. 
8 
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APPENDIX  NO.  5. 

CIRCULATION. 


A.      AGGREGATE. 


Total  number  of  volumes  used  at  the  library 
Totai  number  taken  for  home  use. 

Total  circulation  of  books 


• 

• 

s 

• 

>t 

>* 

>» 

00 

'a 

s 

14,007 

10,427 

7,222 

90,685 

93,386 

67,620 

104,692 

108,813 

74.842 

eS 

.a 


6,857 
83,820 

90.177 


B.      USE  OF  THE  LIBRARY    WITHIN  THE 

ROOM. 


Largest  use  on  any  day .  [Feb.  26.1  118 
Smallest  on  any  day. . .  [April  11.]  13 
Largest  in  any  week.. [Jan.  24-29.]  423 
Smallest  in  any  week.  .[July  5-9.]      155 

Largest  in  any  month .{Jan.] 

Smallest  in  any  month. . .  .[Aug.] 

Average  weekly  use 18H- 

Average  daily  use,  [307  days], 22+ 


C.      DO.   FOR  HOME  USE. 


March5.1 584 

Sept.  16.]| 118 

Feb.  14-19.] 1,995 

Aug.  1-6] 1.313 

l,71lTMarch.] 8,100 

896  iSeptember.] 6.100 


1.602+ 
271+ 


APPENDIX  NO.  6. 


RANK  OF  MONTHS. 


CIRCULATION. 


1  March 8,100 

2  January 8,019 

8  April 7,751- 

4  February 7,865 

5  November 7,200: 

6  December 7,0671 

7  October 6.717; 

8  May 6.504 

9  June 6,285' 

10  August 6,135, 

11  July ...  6.106 

12  September 6,100 

83,3191 


1 
2 
8 
4 
5 
6 


REGISTRATION. 


January 267 

November 251 

February  t <  233 

October    J ^233 

March 280 

December 225 

August } 3  169 

September   f <  169 

9  April 157 


10 
11 
12 


May 

July. 

June 


145 
133 
111 


2,823 
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APPENDIX  NO.  7. 


CLASSIFICATION   OP  CIBCULATION. 


BY  THE  CLASSIFICATION  ADOPTED 
IN  THIS  LIBRARY. 


liFiction,  (adult) 37.913 

2:      "       (juvenile) 19,263 

8  History 5,014 

4  Geography 4.823 

5  Biography 4,025 

6  rUoassigned.] 2.886 

7  Miscellaneous  literature 2,859 

8  Natural  science 1,887 

9  Philosophical  science 1,567 

10  Social  science 1,417 

11  [Practical  science 1,093 

12Art 1.072 

i  Total 88,319 

I 

i 

I 


BY  THAT  OP  THE  AMERICAN  LI- 
BRARY ASSOCIATION. 


A. 


Per- 
cent- 
age. 
45.6 
28.1 

6.+ 

6.7+ 

48+ 

8.4+; 

2.8+ 

2.2+ 

1.8+ 

1.7+ B 

1.8+1 

1.2 


100. 


C. 


Literary  daues. 

Juveniles 19.263 

Prose  fiction 87,913 

Essays,  poems,  drama, 

etc 8,766 

Periodicals,      (Liter- 
ary)   1,381 


62,828 
Historical  doMes. 

Geography  and  trav- 
els  4,828 

Biography 4,025 

History 5,014 


18,862 
Arts  and  sciences. 

Fine  arts 1,072 

Industrial  arts 1.098 

Natural  science 1,887 

Philology 98 

Social   and    political 

science 1,417 

Philosophy  an(t  the- 
ology  1,567 

7,184 


JTotal 88,319 


APPENDIX  NO.  8. 

REGISTRATION. 

J«n.  1, 

1881. 

Total  number  of  registration  numbers  occupied 15,406 

Total  number  cancelled 509 

Total  number  filled  in 

Number  registered  from  the  beginning 16,029 

Daily  average,  1881 

Number  of  renewals,  1881 

Number  of  fines  incurred,  1881 

Average  daily  number  of  postals  mailed  (for  over- 
due books),  1881 

Largest,  1881 

Smallest,  1881 


The  year 

J«n.  1, 

1881. 

188S. 

2,323 

17,729 

48 

657 

0 

18.286 

7+ 

3,980 

7,265 

20+ 

58  [Feb.  12.] 

7  [Jar 

1.  24.] 
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APPENDIX  NO.  9. 


RBGTBTRATION  BT   WARDS. 


Name  of 
the  ward. 


Rank  by 
population. 
Census  of  1880. 


Rank  by  absolute 
no.  of  cards  at 
end  of  8d  year. 


Percentage  of 
population. 
[  3d  year.  ] 


1.  Tenth 18,803 

2.  Ninth 15,256 

8.  First 18,712 

4.  Eighth 12,816 

5.  Seventh 9,406 

6.  Fifth 8,746 

7.  Third 8.720 

8.  Fourth 6,201 

9.  Sixth 6.190 

10.  Second 5,002 


104,852 


1.  Ninth 2,150 

2.  First 1,953 

8.  Fifth 1,729 

4.  Eighth 1.626 

5.  Tenth 1,422 

6.  Fourth 1,361 

7.  Seventh 1,343 

8.  Third 1,295 

9.  Sixth 1,243 

10.  Second 1,211 


1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 


Second 24.01 

Fourth 21.98 

Sixth 20.07 

Fifth 19.76 

Third 14.85 

Seventh 14.27 

First 14.24 

Ninth 14.09 

Eighth 18.15 

Tenth 7.56 


15,893  ; 


'  Present  absolute  num- 
Number  registered,  4th  year,  ber  of  cards. 

[Jan.  1,  1882.] 


Present  percentage 
of  the  population. 


1.  Eighth 325 

2.  Ninth 307 

3.  Fifth 265 

4.  Tenth 240 

5.  Seventh 232 

6.  First 231 

7.  Second 217 

8.  Sixth 203 

9.  Fourth 202 


1.  Ninth 2,457 

2.  First 2.184 

3.  Fifth 1.994 

4.  Eighth 1,951 

5.  Fourth 1,626 

6.  Tenth 1,601 

7.  Seventh 1.575 

8.  Third 1.454 

9.  Sixth 1.446 


1.  Second 28.-f 

2.  Fourth 26.-f 

3.  Sixth 23  + 

4.  Fifth 22.+ 

5.  Seventh 16.7+ 

6.  Third 16.6+ 

7.  Nintli. 16.1+ 

8.  First 15.9+ 

9.  Eighth 15.2+ 


10.   Third 159    10.   Second 1,428    10.   Tenth 9.+ 


Deduct   number  can- 
celled  


2,371 

48 


17,716 


2,328  i 
Add  number  at  begin-  ! 

ning  of  the  year.  ..15,393 

Present  number 17.716  1 


Total,  east  side 
wards 

Total,  west  side 
wards 

Tenth  ward.  . . 


At  end  of 
Ist  year. 


3,063 

6,322 
1,043 

10,428 


At  end  of  8d  year. 


4,459 


At  end  of  4th  year. 


9,512 
1,422 

15,398 


5,066 

11.049 
1,601 

17,716 
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APPENDIX  NO.  10. 
'     TOPICS  OF  REFBREI^CES. 

NoUs.'-K  record  of  the  successive  topics  used  in  the  '* daily  notes'"  and  in  the 
weekly  newspaper  references  is  kept  in  manuscript  at  the  library.  The  follow- 
ing list  is  limited  to  those  which  have  appeared  in  the  Monthly  Reference  Lute  and 
the  Library  JourncU. 

A.— Lists  frikted  in  the  Library  Journal. 

"George  Eliot,"                                                  Library  Journal,  v.  6,  p.  15. 
"Evolution  and  theism,"  "  •*  v.  6,  p.  31-32. 
''Immanent  finality,  and  the  theistic  inter- 
pretation of  nature,"  "  "  v.  6,  p.  32. 
"Carlyle,"  "  *'  v.  6.  p.  48-49. 
"Ruskin,*'  *•  "  v.  ($.  p.  172. 
"Sir  William  Hamilton,"  *•  *  v.  6,  p.  188-89. 
••Tenure  of  land,"  '•  "  v.  6.  p.  268-09. 

B.— Thosk  frinted  in  Monthly  Reference  Lists. 

PAOS. 

[January.]           1.  The  stability  of  the  French  republic 1 

2.  The  Plantagenets  in  England 1,3 

"                  3.  The  demand  for  the  cession  of  Dulcigno 3 

[February.]        4.  George  Eliot 5 

••                 5.  George  Washington 5,7 

**                  6.  Webster  and  the  constitution 7 

[March.]              7.  Thomas  Carlyle 9 

"                    8.  Alexander  II.  and  nihilism 9,11 

9.  Hamilton's  influence 11 

10.  The  sanity  of  Hamlet 11 

[April]              11.  Lord  Beaconsfield 13 

12.  Free  ships 15 

13.  Sheridan's  "Rivals" 15 

[May.]               14.  The  dramas  of  Sophocles 17,  19 

15.  Revision  of  the  English  Bible 19 

[June.]  16.  Abraham  Lincoln 21,  23 

"  17.  The  relation  of  Erasmus  to  his  time 23 

18.  Madame  de  Stael 23 

[July.]  19.  Comets 25 

'  *  20.  Deep-sea  phenomena 25,  27 

21.  The  French  in  Tunis 27 

[August.]  22.  Dean  Stanley 29 

23.  The  centenary  of  Kant 29,  31 

[September.]    24.  The  unification  of  Italy 33,  35 

*'  25.  English  discussion  of  protection 35 

26.  Cardinal  Richelieu's  career 35 

27.  The  Spanish  armada. 35 
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[October.]  28.     Yorktown 37,  39 

'*  29.     Discoveries  at  Olympia 39 

"  30.     England  in  the  eighteenth  century 39 

[November.]  31.     The  French  allies.     [1778^1] : 41.  43 

"  32.    The  English  people  before  the  Norman  conquest 43 

*'  33.    Memoranda  on  Othello,  by  actors 43 

[December.]  34.     The  proposed  inter-oceanic  canal 45,  47 

"  35.     Analysis  of  motive  in  Macbeth 47 


APPENDIX  NO.   11. 


LEGAL  PENALTIES. 


The  following  extracts  are  from  the  ** Public  Statutes  of  Rhode  Island," 
enacted  at  the  January  session  of  the  General  Assembly,  1881 : 

Chap.  242,  Sec.  45.  Every  person  who,  wilfully  and  maliciously  or  wantonly 
and  without  cause,  writes  upon,  injures,  defaces,  tears  or  destroys  any  book, 
pamphlet,  plate,  picture,  engraving  or  statue,  or  other  property  belonging  to  any 
law,  town,  city  or  other  free  public  library,  or  suffers  any  such  injury  to  be  in- 
flicted while  said  property  is  in  his  custody,  shall  be  fined  not  less  than  one  dol- 
lar nor  more  than  ten  dollars,  the  same  to  be  for  the  use  of  the  library. 

8€4i.  46.  Every  person  who  shall  take  or  borrow  from  any  law,  town,  city  or 
other  free  or  public  library  any  book,  pamphlet,  paper  or  other  property  of  said 
library  and  who,  upon  neglect  to  return  the  same  within  the  time  required  and 
specified  in  the  by-laws,  rules  or  regulations  of  the  library  owning  the  property, 
has  been  notified  by  the  librarian  or  other  proper  custodian  of  the  property  that 
the  same  is  overdue,  shall,  upon  further  neglect  to  return  the  same  within  two 
weeks  from  the  dale  of  such  notice,  be  considered  to  have  unlawfully  converted 
the  property  of  the  library  to  his  own  use.  A  written  or  printed  notice,  given 
personally  or  sent  by  mail  to  the  last  known  or  registered  place  of  residence, 
shall  be  considered  a  sufficient  notice.     [Passed  April  27,  1881.] 
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APPENDIX  NO.   12. 

VOLDUKB   RBCEIVED   BT   OIFT. 

Tolal  Dumber  of  voluoies  given  during  Ihe  year 904 

Weekly  average 17+ 

Tolal  number  given  from  !be  begiooing 12.018 

Total  number  of  donors,  1S81 258 

[Alphabelkal  b'tl  of  Donor»,\ 
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•Eaton 

Eddy, : 
Eddy. ' 
Eldridi 

tESMX 

Evarta 
Event 
Fall  Rl 
Farnui 
Fillmo 
Fir«tc 


Fletohi 
Folfl«r 

*F«Mt( 

Fr««p 
Fraep 
IFrM 
Fr»,p 
SFrte 
^•■•••« 

->       t" 


Quiid, 
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HsokaH,  G 

Hartford  library  aasociation,  Hartford,  Coud..  . . 

Harvard  College,  Cambridge,  Maes 

'Harvard  Uoiversity  library,  Cambridge,  Masa.. 

Hazard,  Hon.  R 

Herwy,  Q.  H.  M 

Hilgard,  J.  B.,  [supt.  tJ.  8.  coast  survey.] 

Hoffhtan,  W.  J.,  M.  D.,  WasbiogtoD,  D.  0. 

Homar.J.  W 

Howard,  E.  H 

Howard,  Hon.  H 

Hubbard,  L.  P.,  [Secretary,  New  England  socle 
New  York,  N.  Y.] 

Hubbard,  R,  B. ; 

Hubbell,  E.  O.,  Pittatleld,  Mass 

Hudaon,  Ttev.  J.  C,  Horacastle.  England 

HulJng,  R.  G.,  Filcliburgb.  Haas 

Hjmphreyi,  Brig.-Gen.  A.  A.,  [U.  8.  chief  of 

ginoers,] 

Hutohinion.  W.  P.,  M.  D 

Jant^n,  McClurg.  &  co.,  Cbicago,  III 

Jencki,  Mrs,  J 

John*  Hopkins  university,  Baltimore,  Hd 

[Josiin,  n.  V.  A.,  Bce  Providence,  City  of.].  . . . 

Kean,  W.  W.,  M.  D.,  Pliiiadelpbia,  Penn 

Kenyon,  Grimwood,  &  co. 

Kinne,  Mrs.  Helen  W 

Kirkwood,  lion.  S.   J.,  [secretary  of  the  ioteri 

U.  S.] 

Knox,  lli.ti.   J.   J..   [U.   S.  comiilroller   of  tlic  c 

"■"cy.] 

Kbniglichen  ikSenllicheu  Bibliotbeli,  Dresden,  C 

Lancaster  town  library,  Lancaaler,  Mass 

Lanman,  Professor  C.  It..  Citnibridge,  Muss 

Larned,  J.  N„  Buffalo.  N,  Y 

•  4  buUetins.  "  ' 


4'. 
2 

1; 

1  . 
1  . 

1 

1.. 

...  1 

1 

1  .. 

1  .. 

....' 

1  . 

1 

1 

n|.. 

1 

1  '.".e:! 

. 

1  ■■ 

I.- 

6.. 

"V 

1  .ira 

6. 

__',■■ 

""l 

I  [lo.) 

5J 

2; 

a  [no,.] 

2, 

2.. 

J 

! 

1  . 

2.. 

1 

1 

4 

1  .. 
1  .. 
1     . 

1 
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NAMES. 

1 
> 

1 

i 

1 

PeriodlcaU. 
[Unbound 
numbers.] 

.   , 

B 

; 

' 

New  York  appreniices'  library.  See  General  socieiy, 

New  York  state  librnry,  Albaoy.  N.  Y..  [through 

A 

3 

Newb                           Jfij^                           Mass..|.... 

N                                   8.                               nautical 

almanac.  U.  8.  navy.] 

Newport  historical  publication  co.,  Nuwport.  R.  I.. 

1 

1 
8 

1 
3 

'  1 

2  [no8.1 

•Niohorson,  W.  L.  [topographer,  post  office  de- 

3 

1 

J    11  [vole.] 

10 

Olivet  College,  EaloDco.,  Micb.,  [through  A.  Tisoo, 

1 

1 
111 

4 

Hi.'isM.L 

Paine,  (i.T 

1 

88  [BOB.] 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Peabody  museum  ot  American  archreology  and  elh- 

1 

People's  library,  Newport,   [Ihrougb  D.  Siemens, 

s 

1 

4 



Pierce,  C.  H 

S 

....I 
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i    ^ 
I    I 


ProvideiiM,  City  of.  [through  H.  V.  A.  Joslin.  city 

clerk.]  

Prn\itnw  Bssocintion  of  mecbanics  and  manufac- 

frevldanoe  Mheneum 

Putnini'i  (Q.  P.)BODB.  New  York  City 

Quirrtoh,  B 

library,  Quincy,  Maas -. 

tttU.3.  A.,aDdR.  A 

Rhode  lalind  and  PrOTidence  Plantaiiona,  State  of, 
[Ibrough  Hod.  -T.  M.  Addeman,  aecretary  of 


Rhoda  laland  boepltal 

Rice,  W.,  [librarian, City  HbrmryassoclBtion,  Spring- 
field, Maas.] 

I  Richmond,  F.  E  8 


Reb«rte,J.  E 3 

Brooltline,  Mass 


churcb,  [through  Mr.  F.  E.  Rich- 
mond,]  

I  S[aln]t  Lotila  public  school  lil)Tary,  St.  Louie.  Mo. 
I  M)9  public  library,  San  Francisco,  Cai. 

W.,  M.  D 

engineeT,  Publishers  of 

Sohnelder,  F.,  New  York,  N.  Y..- 

C,  [es-aecretary  ot  tbe  interior] 

i.7^      .      ,Newport,R.I 

E,  R.  [U  Diversity  of  California.].... 

Smith,  C.  M  

Smith,  O.  M 

SmlthaoniM  inHtilutloD,  Washington,  D.  C 

Society  (The)  to  encourage  studies  at  home,  Boston, 

Maw 

Somervllle  public  library.  Somerville,  Maaa 

SoMthbridgB  publgi  .     ■ 
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NAMES. 

> 

1 

■a 
1 

Periodicals. 

[Unbound 
volumes  aud 
numbers.] 

Spencer,    Hod.  J.   M.,  [iDsuraace  commissi oaer, 

1 
1 

1 

1 

Slate  board  of  cljaritiea.  [OiroHgli   Professor  G.  1- 

' 

St»te  Iiistoricnl    society    of    Wisconsin,   Hadison, 

60 
3 

1 

3 

1 

2 

..." 

1 

1 
1 

1 

1 

1 

14 

*[n<>s.l 

1 

4 

....|           8[no9.] 

....1       aivois.] 

J 

1[D0.] 

1 

Uno.] 

tWsite,  H.  E..  WcstNewlon,  Mass 

8 

.... 

1  Warren  pubiip  library.  Warren.  R.  I 

Waterman,  W.  II.,  New  Beilford.  Mass 

3 

[Wstertown  putilic  lilinirj-.  See  Free  public  lilintry.l 

W«t«on,  P.  B-.  Boston,  Moss 1 

Week*,  J.  D.,  PiltHburgb,  Penn 1..,. 

4 

4 
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*Wh0atland,  EL.M 
Wheelar,  B.  I.,  Lei 
tWhMlar  O.  M., 

Whila,  Addisoa  H. 
Wiflgin.O.  CM.  ] 
William*  College.  ^ 
Winlltrop,  Hon.  R. 
Wo  burn  public  libi 
WotcoH,  J.  W.... 
Woman'a  medical 
delpliia,  Peon. 
Woodbury,  Rev.  A 
Wood*,  Maralull. . 
[  wore  Site  r,  Mass. 

Wright,  Col,  C.  D. 
Tala  College  librar; 
Vouag  men's  Cbriel 
Young  men'a  librai 


1  Volama.    |  Numbers. 


rn  1 
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LIBRARIAN 


OF   THE 


Piiaridetice  pitblk  1|ilirarg, 


For  the  Year  ending  December  31,  1882. 


PROVIDENCE: 

B.    L.    FRKEMAN  A  CO.,   PUINTER8   TO   THE    STATE. 

1883. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Librarian. 


To  THE  Board  of  Trustees  : 

Gentlemex: — I  have  the  honor  to  present  herewith  my  fifth 
annual  report,  covering  the  operations  of  the  year  1882. 

GENERAL  STATEMENT." 

The  books  in  the  library  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  consisted 
(1)  of  7819  volumes  obtained  by  purchase;  (2)  423  transferred  by 
binding,  etc. ;  (8)  12,018  gifts  from  various  donors.  Deducting  698 
volumes  which  had  been  withdrawn,  these  comprised  a  total  of 
19,5G2.* 

The  1798  volumes  added  during  the  year*  just  closed  have  included 
(1)  786  obtained  by  purchase  ;  (2)  85  transferred  by  binding,  etc. ; 
(3)  927  gifts  from  various  donors  f  making,  therefore,  after  deduct- 
ing the  217  volumes  withdrawn  during  the  year*,  a  present  total  of 
21,143.     The  net  increase  is  therefore  1581. 

THE  tear's   GROWTH. 

The  fact  that  the  library  is  not  yet  adequately  endowed  is,  of 
course,  the  fundamental  reason  for  this  small  increase^.  It  is  this 
which  serves  to  explain  why,  at  the  end  of  its  fifth  year,  the  public 
library  of  a  city  of  116,000  inhabitants  is  still  surpassed  in  size  by  the 
public  libraries  of  13  New  England  cities  and  towns  smaller  than 
itself.' 


a.  See  Appendix  No.  1. 

b.  See  Fourth  annaal  report,  p.  8,  IS. 

c.  See  Appendix  No.  2. 
d-  See  Appendix  No.  18. 
€.  See  Appendix  No.  8. 

/.  The  increase  in  each  of  the  first  two  ycaro  of  the  library  wa«  over  3,000  volumes. 

g.  See  Appendix  No.  11. 
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The  gifts  have  been  received,  as  in  previous  years,  from  a  very  wide 
range  of  sources."  This  library  is  fortunate  in  having  thoughtful 
and  assiduous  friends  in  other  cities  and  states  who  apparently  are 
constantly  bearing  in  mind  its  wants,  and  who  manifest  their  interest 
in  a  very  tangible  form.  The  list  of  periodicals  received  has  been 
slightly  enlarged  during  the  year  by  gifts.  In  this  connection  it  may 
be  mentioned  that  several  valuable  periodicals  are  received  in  exchange 
for  the  Monthly  Reference  Lists,  published  by  this  library  for  the 
past  two  years.  Among  the  gifts  other  than  books  should  be  men- 
tioned a  medallion  portrait  of  the  late  Zachariah  Allen,  a  member  of 
the  board  of  trustees  until  his  death,  presented  to  the  library  by 
his  daughters.  As  in  all  previous  years,  the  numbers  of  books  re- 
ceived by  gifts  exceeds  the  number  received  by  purchase.  The  weekly 
average  of  purchases  for  the  year  is  only  15  +  .  Attention  should  be 
called  to  the  fact  that  this  library,  by  its  unfortunate  financial  limita- 
tions, is  placed  at  great  disadvantage  as  compared  with  other  similar 
libraries.  With  a  collection  of  books  so  inadequate  in  every  depart- 
ment, it  ought  to  be  able  to  take  advantage  of  every  auction  sale  in 
which  the  works  which  would  supply  its  deficiencies  may  be  obtained. 
Year  by  year,  with  the  breaking  up  of  valuable  private  libraries, 
copies  of  rare  and  valuable  books  come  into  the  market,  not  to  be 
soon  exposed  for  sale  again  in  all  probability,  as  they  find  their  way 
into  public  libraries  where  they  are  likely  to  remain.  At  very  few 
such  sales  has  this  library  been  able  to  compete.  Allusion  was  made 
in  the  report  of  one  year  ago^  to  the  fact  that  this  library,  by  the 
terms  of  Mr.  Joseph  J.  Cooke's  will,  is  allowed  an  opportunity  of 
bidding  on  his  books  to  the  amount  of  $5,000.  The  sale  of  the  first 
part  takes  place  in  New  York  during  the  present  month,  (March, 
1883.)*= 

THE    USE   OF  THE    LIBRARY. ** 

The  total  of  the  volumes  taken  for  home  use  bears  a  strikin 
resemblance  to  the  figures  of  one  year  ago  ;  tlie  difference  being  onl 
138.*  And  a  marked  increase  in  these  figures  until  the  resources  o 
tlie  library  become  more  nearly  adequate  to  the  demand  would  indee 


a.  See  Appendix  No.  13. 

b.  See  Fourth  annual  report,  p.  4. 

c.  At  this  Hule  785  volumes  were  secured  at  prices  averaging  $2.61+  per  volume. 

d.  See  Appendix  No.  5. 

t.  82,320  in  1881;  82,182  in  1889. 
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be  extraordinary.  A  public  library  of  21,000  volumes  in  a  population 
of  116,000"  people  is  a  singular  anomaly.  Every  year,  moreover,  the 
disproportion  existing  between  the  number  of  actually  registered 
readers  and  the  books  in  the  library  becomes  more  striking.  In  1880 
there  were  15,406  readers  and  18,029  books  ;  in  1881,  17,729  readers 
«nd  19,562  books;  in  1882,  19,740  readers,  but  only  21,143  books. 

A  public  library,  if  it  fulfil  its  true  function,  ought  to  be  so  situa- 
^d  as  to  be  able  to  lead  the  reader  on  from  one  book  to  another,  his 
m  nterest  growing  at  every  step. 

Fifty  years  ago  it  was  a  matter  of  curious  remark  by  John  Quincy 
— ^Adams  that  **  nowhere  in  the  United  States  could  Gibbon  be  tracked 
hrough  its  course  by  the  verification  of  his  foot-notes."     And  the 
arther  remark  might  have  been  added,  that  there  were  few  then  who 
red  to  do  this  with  Gibbon  or  any  other  author.    It  is  far  otherwise 
0-day.     Not  only  among  the   readers-  at  our  college  libraries,  but 
mong  the  people  at  large,*  the  comparative  method  of  study,  the 
)ractice  of  verifying  and  comparing  authorities,  has  gained  a  secure 
oothold.    One  needs  but  to  observe  the  use  made  of  any  public  libra- 
y  of  average  size,  to  become  aware  of  this  fact.     It  will  be  remem- 
red  that  on  opening  this  library  in  its  present  quarters  in  1880,  a 
ew  system  of  charging  the  books  was  adopted,*  whicli  records  the 
se  made  of  particular  volumes  in  a  very  perfect  manner.    Such  books 
E-^s  Herbert  Spencer  "On  Education,"  Blackie's  * 'Self-culture,"  Fitch's 
"^* Lectures  on  Teaching,"  Lubbock's  "Prehistoric  times,"  Buckle's 
"•*  History  of    Civilization   in  England,"  or    Lecky's    "History    of 
European  Morals,"  would  not  have  been  drawn  from  the  library  so 
-almost  constantly  during  these  two  years  without  some  very  definite 
"impulse  towards  critical  reading  and  study.     Such  a  tendency  should 
^»ieet  with  nothing  but  encouragement. 

THE   READERS. 

It  is  a  significant  fact  that,  of  those  now  using  this  library,  2194** 
lave  been  registered  for  the  first  time  during  the  year  just  closed. 
2u  this  year,  moreover,  as  in  tlie  preceding  years,  the  users  of  the 
library  have  been  divided  about  equally  between  the  earlier  and  the 

a.  The  popalatioD  of  Providence,  by  the  city  census  of  Jan.  1,  1883,  is  116,755.    Tlie  valuation, 
Sept.  90,  1882,  was  $110,196,200. 

b.  See  the  chapter  on  **  The  specializing  of  reading  for  general  readers,**  in  the  writer's  volume, 
"  Ubmries  and  readers,**  p.  48-60. 

c.  For  a  partial  description,  see  the  ''Library  Journal,''  v.  6,  p.  830. 

d.  See  Appendix  No.  8. 
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later  registered  numbers.  They  have  also  been  divided  in  about  the 
usual  proportions  between  those  who  use  the  library  for  recreation 
simply  and  those  who  consult  it  for  specific  matter  of  value  in  con- 
nection with  lines  of  study  or  reading.  So  long  as  the  library  is 
constantly  receiving  a  mass  of  new  readers  who  naturally  begin  with 
fiction  and  is  inadequately  provided  with  the  means  of  helping  them 
to  higher  reading,  the  percentage  of  fiction  read  will  not  be  materially 
reduced.  But  the  belief  seems  to  be  well  founded,  as  is  indicated  in 
more  than  one  of  the  letters  from  citizens  printed  in  the  appendix," 
that  the  work  of  the  library  is  itself  **  developing  a  taste  for  reading 
that  can  but  be  beneficial."  The  librarian,  constantly  engaged  as  he 
is,  with  the  actual  details  of  library  administration,  naturally  does 
not  so  readily  notice  the  gradual  but  steady  improvement  referred  to. 
Careful  observers,  however,  of  the  class  of  readers  frequenting  the 
reading-room  ;  and  of  the  manner  in  which  books  are  there  consulted; 
and  of  the  reading  habits  of  the  community  generally,  have  repeatedly 
called  his  attention  to  this  fact,  of  late.  To  quote  from  another  of 
the  letters  in  the  appendix,  **  There  is  no  considerable  class  of  our 
people  who  are  not  today  directly  benefited  by  it.  The  professional 
men  and  scholars  of  our  city,  merchants  and  manufacturers,  the  large 
class  of  mechanics  employed  in  establishments  requiring  skilled  labor, 
the  young  people  of  both  sexes,  especially  the  children  in  our  schools, 
are  largely  benefited  already."  * 

When  a  library  has  been  for  five  years  in  operation,  it  is  certainly  a 
matter  of  interest  and  importance  to  know  what  impression  has  been 
made  on  the  community,  what  services  it  has  been  able  to  render,  and 
in  what  estimation  it  is  held  by  those  who  have  had  occasion  to  use 
it.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  the  librarian  has  thought  it  proper  to 
append  the  letters  already  referred  to,  representing  as  they  ,do  the 
position  of  widely  different  classes  in  the  community.  As  will  be 
at  once  evident  from  the  language  of  the  letters,  some  of  them 
were  written  in  answer  to  inquiries  of  the  librarian,  though  by  no 
means  all. 

Several  points  are  made  very  clear  by  this  interesting  testimony. 
First,  that  almost  ''any  library"  open  to  the  public  can  hardly  fail 
to  become  a  valued,  and  almost  an  essential  feature  of  "  every  pro- 
gressive community."  Second,  that  this  library  has  so  fully  attained 
the  measure  of  usefulness  possible  within  its  limited  resources  that  its 


a.  Svc  Appendix  No.  12. 

b.  Sec  Api>cDdix  No.  12. 
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service  is  regarded  as  "inestimable,"  and  that,  as  corapai^ed  with 
other  libraries,  it  is  regarded  as  preeminently  successful  in  ''its  plan, 
its  spirit,  and  its  aim."  Third,  that  the  deficiencies  and  inadequacy 
of  its  resources  are  sensibly  felt  by  these  several  classes  of  readers; — 
that  the  journalist  does  not  find  '*all  that  one  would  have  a  right  to 
expect  to  find  in  such  a  public  library  ; "  that  the  director  of  skilled 
workmen  feels  the  lack  of  that  which  will  serve  the  purposes  of  **  ap- 
prentices in  our  industrial  establishments;"  that  the  intelligent  teacher 
tinds  with  regret  that  the  investigations  of  the  student  are  checked 
'*by  the  limitations  of  the  library."  Fourth,  that  the  possibility  of 
curtailing  or  withdrawing  the  benefits  of  the  library  would  not  be 
willingly  consented  to  ; — that  **  it  would  be  a  real  calamity  were  the 
library  abandoned  ;"  that  the  "loss  could  not  be  made  good  by  the 
substitution  of  any  other  agencies  ;"  and  that  "to  abolish  the  library 
would  (in  the  case  of  the  schools)  be  to  sever  an  important  auxiliary 
in  their  growth;"  that  the  "efficiency"  of  the  schools  "would  be 
lessened,  their  progress  retarded,  their  possibilities  would  never  be 
realized  ;"  that  it  is  "just  as  indispensable  to  the  mental  health  of  a 
city  as  are  its  public  parks,  water  supply  and  sewers  to  its  physical 
health." 

It  would  be  strange  indeed,  if  the  necessity  for  its  adequate  endow- 
ment, thus  unmistakably  voiced  by  the  community,  emphasized  by 
every  feature  of  its  use,  and  so  strikingly  obvious  when  comparison  is 
made  between  this  and  other  cities,  were  to  remain  longer  unsupplied. 

AIDS   AND   GUIDES  TO   READERS. 

During  the  year  the  "  First  supplement ""  to  the  "  Finding  list "  of 
1880  has  been  published.  It  comprises  the  additions  to  the  library 
from  April  1,  1880,  to  October  1,  1882,  and  includes  entries  of  about 
2,500  volumes,  (government  and  other  reports  not  being  included.) 
A  glance  through  this  supplement,  (prepared  on  the  same  plan  with 
the  "Finding  list"  itself,)  will  reveal  the  fact  that  the  library  has 
made  some  important  additions  during  this  period.  These  have  com- 
prised not  merely  such  current  publications  as  Bancroft's  "History 
of  the  formation  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  ;"  Bo  wen's 
**  Boundary  disputes  of  Connecticut ;"  Symonds's  "Renaissance  in 
Italv;"    Scott's   "Lectures   on    mediieval   architecture;"    Jowett's 


a.    "  Piret  eupplement  to  the  Finding  list  of  the  Providence  Public  Library."  1882.    Providence. 
J.  A.  d;  R.  A.  Reid.    1889.    61  pages.    8vo. 
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edition  of  Thucydides  ;  Rawlinson's  ** History  of  ancient  Egypt;" 
and  Audsley's  **  Popular  dictionary  of  architecture,"  but  also  long 
needed  standard  volumes  such  as  the  * 'Collections"  and  **  Proceedings" 
of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society;  the  ''Historical  Collections" 
and  "  Bulletin"  of  the  Essex  Institute,  the  "  Annual  reports"  of  the 
Peabody  Museum  of  American  Archaeology  and  Ethnology ; "  the 
valuable  collections  of  Force's  "  Tracts  "  and  Woodward's  "  Historical 
series  ; "  tlie  Diplomatic  Review,  Barnard's  American  Journal  of  Bdu- 
cation,  1st  series ;  Lacroix's  five  elaborate  quartos  on  the  "  Middle 
ages,"  and  Fergusson's  "History  of  architecture." 

The  sale  of  the  original  "Finding  list"  had  been  considerably  be- 
yond the  expectation  formed ;  only  about  200  copies  remaining  in 
December,  1882,  out  of  an  edition  of  1000  printed  in  1880.  These 
remaining  numbers  have  been  bound  up  with  tlie  "  Supplement"  at 
the  end,  and  are  now  sold  for  GO  cents,  the  "Supplement"  alone  be- 
ing furnished  for  10  cents. 

The  Monthly  Reference  Lists,  at  the  publication  of  the  last  annual 
report,  had  a  subscription  list  of  220  names."  This  number  has  been 
steadily  increasing  until  it  has  reached  280.  And  with  the  issue  of 
the  number  for  Jan.,  1883,  the  publication  now  bears  the  imprint  of 
F.  Leypoldt  of  New  York,  the  well-known  publisher  of  the  Library 
Jotirnal,  Jind  the  Index  Medicus,  In  thus  ceasing  to  bear  the  direct 
imprint  of  the  Providence  Public  Library,  the  publication  continues 
to  represent  the  work  of  this  library,  and  is  prepared  by  the  librarian 
as  before.  The  change  has  not  been  made,  however,  until  it  has  made 
the  name  of  the  library  widely  and  favorably  known.  The  lists  have 
been  found,  as  indicated  by  a  well-known  review,  useful  "in  connec- 
tion with  any  good  i)ublic  or  private  library."*  To  an  extent  very  far 
beyond  the  original  intention  and  expectation  of  the  librarian,  they 
have  proved  thus  serviceable  to  distant  students,  and  their  service- 
ableness  has  been  most  generously  recognized. 

And  it  is  a  fact  of  considerable  interest,  as  shown  by  the  letters 
printed  in  the  appendix,  that  a  library  like  this  can  by  no  means 
limit  its  utility  to  its  own  circle  of  readers.  The  officer  in  charge  of 
another  library  writes  that  the  helps  furnished  by  this  library  are 
"  developing  a  taste  for  reading  that  can  but  be  beneficial  to  all  libra- 
ries." The  professor  of  English  in  Brown  University  observes  that 
the  references  furnished  to  the  students  for  several  years  "  have  been 


a.  St'C  Fourth  annual  report,  p.  8. 

b.  The  Xafion,  Jan.  18,  188^3. 
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seryiceable  in  directing  the  student  to  the  resources  not  only  of  your 
but  of  other  libraries  in  the  city."  The  secretary  of  a  scientific  society 
speaks  of  the  reciprocal  influences  of  the  two  institutions  in  stimu- 
lating inquiry  in  its  department.  And  while  we  certainly  feel  satis- 
faction at  this  extended  serviceableness  of  the  library's  work,  we  can 
but  regret  that  in  many  cases  it  is  because  the  works  are  not  in  this 
library  that  readers  seek  them  elsewhere.  It  is  a  very  true  observation 
of  the  Providence  Journal'^  that  ''The  good  which  it  (the  library) 
does  is  not  altogether  a  matter  of  statistics  but  those  of  the  re- 
port are  sufficient  evidence  of  what  cannot  be  shown  without  them." 

The  Bulletin  of  New  Books  which  the  librarian  of  this  library  pre- 
pared once  a  quarter,  was  issued  by  the  State  Board  of  Education 
during  the  years  1879  to  1882.  It,  however,  *^  ceased  publication 
with  the  number  for  April,  1882,  the  editor  believing  that  the  **  Li- 
brary purchase-list"  in  the  Library  Jour7ial  "  served  the  same  purpose 
equally  well."*  Those  libraries  in  the  state,  therefore,  which  depended 
on  the  Bulletin  for  these  suggestions  of  suitable  books  to  own,  pur- 
chase or  read,  have  received  from  the  commissioner  of  education  a 
notification  that  the  Library  Journal  is  now  sent  in  the  place  of  the 
Bulletin.  There  were,  however,  many  libraries  and  individuals  out- 
side of  the  state  to  whom,  by  their  request  the  Bulletin  was  regularly 
mailed.  Many  of  the  readers  at  this  library  also  received  the  numbers 
regularly.  It  was  found  in  all  these  instances  that  the  plan  on  which 
the  Bulletin  was  prepared  was  peculiarly  serviceable  to  readers,  em- 
bodying as  it  did,  annotations  indicating  the  nature  of  the  book  and 
citations  of  noteworthy  criticisms.  The  librarian  would  suggest  that 
the  plan  seems  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  necessities  of  the  annual 
supplement  by  which  it  is  found  that  the  successive  additions  to  the 
library  can  best  be  catalogued  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  readers. 

The  constant  and  increasingly  intelligent  use  which  is  made  in 
libraries  everywhere  of  every  form  of  library  aid,  has  unquestionably 
served  to  crystallize  and  simplify  some  general  principles  as  to  rela- 
tive values  in  bibliographical  helps.  The  most  minutely  prepared 
catalogues  have  proved  to  be  none  too  full  and  comprehensive  for  the 
practical  use  made  of  them.  The  full  imprint,  the  enumeration  of  tables 
of  contents,  the  alphabetical  indexing  of  chapters^  essays  and  articles, 
which  have  made  the  Boston  Athenaeum  and  Brooklyn  catalogues  so 
universally  indispensable,  are  excellent,  so  far  as  they  go.     But  mi- 

a.  Providence  Daily  Journal^  April  17, 1880. 

b.  Library  Journal^  v.  7,  p.  104. 

2 


10  PROVIDENCE   PUBLIC    LIBRARY. 

nuteness  is  not  the  only  consideration.  Timeliness  is  another.  And 
when  the  readers  at  a  library  are  studying  such  a  subject  as  the 
Indian  question,  it  is  not  probable  that  the  most  amply  elaborated 
list  of  references  to  illustrative  material,  coming  like  a  flood  of  light 
on  the  subject  just  at  the  time  when  wanted,  would  be  regarded  as 
any  too  much.  Obviously,  however,  this  is  a  scale  of  cataloguing 
which  cannot  at  present  be  applied  uniformly  and  without  exception 
to  every  work  standing  on  the  shelves  of  a  library.  It  is  not  unlikely 
that  in  the  bibliographical  economy  of  the  future,  these  two  lines  of 
work  will  advance  side  by  side  with  each  other; — the  cataloguing  of 
the  library  as  a  whole,  within  a  prescribed  limit  as  to  fullness ;  and 
the  minute  and  comprehensive  exhibition  of  resources  on  particular 
topics  as  occasion  arises. 

It  is  evident,  however,  that  when  a  library  carries  on  the  latter 
method  steadily  through  a  series  of  years,  it  will  have  at  the  end  of 
that  time  references  prepared  originally  to  specific  topics,  which 
taken  together  really  furnish  a  guide  to  no  inconsiderable  portion  of 
the  library.  It  is  so  with  this  library,  although  it  has  reached  only 
its  sixth  year. 

SOME   DEPARTMENTS   NEEDING   SPECIAL   ATTENTION. 

It  is  of  course  out  of  the  question  for  a  library  with  such  financial 
limitations  as  this  to  expect  to  grow  with  perfect  symmetry  in  all  de- 
partments. Yet  there  are  a  few  directions  in  which  at  present  it 
requires  immediate  reinforcement. 

(1)  Periodicals,  In  the  annual  report  of  Feb.  3,  1880,  the  remark 
was  made  that  the  rich  mines  of  information  contained  in  the  files 
of  periodicals,  without  a  clue  lost  much  of  their  value,  but  that  **the 
completion  of  Poole's  Index  in  the  near  future  will  open  this 
whole  mass  for  general  use."*  Since  the  presentation  of  the  last 
annual  report,  Poole's  Index  has  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  libra- 
rians and  readers.*  In  our  own  library,  there  has  been  no  work  of 
reference  in  so  general,  almost  continual  use.  Probably  the  question 
'*  Who  has  Poole's  Index?  "  has  been  oftener  asked  by  employes  of  the 

a.  See  Second  annnal  report,  p.  18. 

b.  "  Au  index  to  periodical  literature/'  by  William  Frederick  Poole,  LL.  D.;  8d  edition,  brought 
down  to  January,  1882,  with  the  assiBtance  as  associate  editor  of  William  I.  Fletcher,  and  the  co- 
operation of  the  American  Library  Association  and  the  Library  Association  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
Boston.    James  R.  Osgood  &  Co.    1882.    Large  octavo.    1442  pages. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  yearly  continuation  of  the  Index  by  a  similar  co-operation 
among  libraries,— this  library  being  included. 
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library  than  any  other  one  question  during  the  last  few  months. 
When  it  is  considered  that  the  new  edition  is  a  huge  volume  of  1442 
double-column  pages,  with  references  to  the  material  in  over  6,000 
volumes,  representing  more  than  200  separately  entitled  periodicals, 
and  that  the  material  treated  in  the  articles  here  indexed  is  of  great 
value,  practical  use,  and  permanent  interest,  some  idea  of  the  im- 
portance of  the  key  thus  furnished  will  be  gained. 

Yet  here  again  the  poverty  of  the  library's  resources  is  painfully 
emphiisized.  Scarcely  a  day  has  passed  since  the  acquisition  of  this 
new  tool,  without  some  inquiring  reader  finding  exactly  what  he 
wanted,  cited  in  the  pages  of  Poole's  Index,  but  not  contained  in 
this  library.  The  argument  in  favor  of  completing  and  extending 
our  fragmentary  sets  of  periodicals,  needs  no  elaborate  presentation 
in  the  light  of  these  facts.  It  is,  however,  true  that  some  assistance 
in  this  direction  will  be  afforded  by  a  concerted  action  on  the  part  of 
the  different  libraries  of  the  city,  with  a  view  to  providing  for  a  sys- 
tematic representation  of  the  journals  most  needed  somewhere  in  the 
city  at  least.  A  table  of  periodicals  is  published  at  the  ^ame  time  as 
this,  showing  what  is  now  taken  in  this  city,  and  pointing  out  a  few 
which  are  not  now  taken  by  any  one  of  the  libraries  and  reading- 
rooms  there  mentioned. 

(2)  Publications  of  the  United  States  government.  It  is  not 
uncommon  to  meet  with  allusions  to  this  class  of  publications 
as  '*  intellectual  lumber,"  standing  unused  and  untouched  on  the 
the  shelves  of  a  library.  This  may  be  the  state  of  things  in  some 
libraries,  but  not  in  this.  As  with  periodical  articles,  so  with  govern- 
ment reports,  it  is  frequently  the  case  that  a  thorough,  adequate  and 
wholly  modern  treatment  of  a  subject  is  to  be  found  nowhere  else, 
and  must  therefore  be  furnished  to  the  reader  in  this  form.  In  con- 
firmation of  this  fact,  it  may  be  remarked  that  of  the  subjects  treated 
in  the  Monthly  Reference  Lists  ^xxrmg  1882,  no  less  than  five,  ("The 
Chinese  in  the  United  States ;"  **  Local  self-government,"  (two  lists;) 
"  The  national  banks;"  and  "  Tariff  legislation  in  the  United  States;") 
were  from  the  nature  of  the  case  very  largely  references  to  the  treat- 
ment of  these  topics  in  various  reports  published  by  the  United 
States  government.  And  the  reader  in  his  examination  of  the  subject 
requires  these  reports.  But  unfortunately  this  library,  opened  to  the 
public  only  within  the  last  few  years,  is  not  placed  on  a  footing  which 
is  enjoyed  by  libraries  which  have  been  longer  in  existence; — libraries, 
moreover,  which  are  not  open  to  the  public,  free  of  charge.     For  the 
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purposes  of  distribution,  there  are  in  each  congressional  district  in 
the  country  a  limited  number  of  "  depositories"  of  public  documents. 
This  library  not  being  in  existence  when  the  appointment  was  made, 
is  not  one  of  the  depositories,  and  there  are  consequently  many  regu- 
larly published  reports  which  it  does  not  receive.  And  in  the  case  of 
those  which  the  national  government  does  print  for  public  distribu- 
tion, the  system  hitherto  in  use  has  not  been  found  eflBcient  in  sup- 
plying the  public  needs.  An  exceptionally  intelligent  and  very 
comprehensive  examination  of  this  subject  is  found  in  a  report  pre- 
sented to  congress,  Dec.  22, 1882,  on  "  The  publication  and  distribution 
of  public  documents,""  (signed  by  the  superintendent  of  documents 
in  the  department  of  the  interior,  the  librarian  of  congress,  and  the 
secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution.)  The  remark  is  there  made 
that  *'  Of  the  principal  libraries  of  the  country  not  more  than  one  in 
eight  is  supplied  by  congress  with  documents  published  for  general  dis- 
tribution. This  fact  alone  indicates  the  importance  of  some  perma- 
nent provision  of  law  in  their  behalf."*  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
carefully  framed  bill  presented  by  this  committee  will  be  enacted  at 
an  early  date. 

(3.)  Works  in  art  and  science.  From  the  letters  printed  in  the 
appendix*  it  will  be  noticed  that  especial  emphasis  is  laid  on  the  use 
which  may  be  rendered  by  a  public  library  in  furnishing  material 
for  supplementing  scientific  and  mechanical  studies.  From  the  table** 
showing  the  classified  use  of  the  library  during  the  year,  also,  it  will 
be  seen  that  there  has  been  a  very  noticeable  increase  in  the  use  of 
such  books  as  the  library  now  has  in  these  departments, — especially 
those  in  practical  science.  A  gentleman  at  the  head  of  one  of  the 
most  important  manufactories  in  the  city,  (Mr.  Lucien  Sharpe),  has 
wi'itten  to  the  librarian,  expressing  his  interest  in  the  use  of  this 
library  by  the  skilled  workmen  under  his  charge  and  offering  to  print 
and  distribute  among  his  workmen  a  circular  which  shall  bring  to 
their  special  notice  the  resources  of  the  library  in  this  direction.  The 
offer  has  been  very  gladly  accepted.    There  are,  however,  many  works 


a.  Report  regardiDg  the  pnblication  and  distribation  of  pablic  docaments,  submitted  by  J.  Q. 
Ames,  Superintendent  of  documents,  Department  of  the  Interior;  A.  R.  Spofford,  librarian  of  con- 
gress; and  Spencer  F.  Baird,  secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institntion,  in  «ompliancc  with  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives  adopted  August  8, 1882.  Washington.  Qovernment  printins 
office.    1882.    66  pages.    8to. 

b.  Report,  p.  3. 

c.  See  Appendix  No.  12. 

d.  See  Appendix  No.  7. 
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in  the  diflferent  lines  of  mechanical  science  which  would  have  been 
of  mnch  benefit  to  these  workmen,  and  which  would  appropriately  be 
found  in  a  public  library. 

THE  VALUE   OF   A   PUBLIC   LIBRARY  TO   A   COMMUNITY. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  in  some  of  the  letters  from  citizens,  printed 
in  the  appendix,"  emphatic  testimony  to  the  elevating  influence  of 
such  an  institution  as  this  is  given.  The  president  of  Brown  Univer- 
sity declares  that  it  is  of  service  "in  the  promotion  of  general  intelli- 
gence, as  well  as  of  good  morals."  A  grammar  school  teacher  states: 
"Since  the  establishment  of  the  public  library,  I  have  observed  a 
gradual  decrease  in  the  amount  of  harmful  reading  among  the  pupils 
of  my  school."  And  another  teacher  believes  that  it  has  "  done  much 
to  develop,  direct,  and  increase  the  reading  habits  and  taste  of  our 
community."  And  these  citizens  of  our  city  are  not  alone  in  their 
convictions  as  to  the  tendencies  of  institutions  like  this.  So  careful 
and  logical  a  writer  as  the  late  Professor  William  Stanley  Jevons, 
wrote,  {Contemporary  Review,  v.  39,  p.  388,)  that  "Free  libraries  are 
engines  for  creating  the  habit  and  power  of  enjoying  high-class  litera- 
ture, and  thus  carrying  forward  the  work  of  civilization  which  is  com- 
menced in  the  primary  school." 

The  letter  of  the  honored  member  of  this  board  which  has  already 
been  given  to  the  public,  gives  an  opportunity  for  the  practical  mani- 
festation of  such  an  appreciation  of  the  value  of  this  institution  on 
the  part  of  the  public.  It  cannot  be  supposed  that  it  will  be  allowed 
to  pass  unimproved. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

WILLIAM  E.  FOSTER. 
March  13,  1883. 


a.   See  Appendix  No.  12. 
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APPENDIX   NO.   1. 

OENKHAL  STATEMENT. 


If 

Books,  (tor  refereoce) 

636 

Total,  Tolumes. 

Pampblets 

l»,56a 

1,2M 

227 

7,241 

1,798 
226 

633 

217 

21,143 

1,490 

Periodicftis,  (odd  Qumbera) 

7,8T4 

S.732 

911 

B.643 

APPENDIX  NO.    3. 


A— From  purchases 7,819 

B. —From  gifts 12,018 

C— From  transfers,  exchsn);eB,  etc 

Total, 20,2(10       1,798     22,058 

Deduct  total  witbdmwals, 

PreieDt  do.  In  libmry,  
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APPENDIX  NO.  8. 


GROSS  AND  MET   INCREASE. 


GAIN. 

^.— From  gifts, 927 

B, — By  transfer,   exchange, 
etc.,  (85). 

(1)  Binding  pamphlets,  etc., 
except  current  periodicals,         7 

(2)  Exchange 72 

(3)  Lost  copy  replaced 2 

(4)  Books  previously  reported 

lost 4 

a— Purchases,  (790). 

(1)  Books 725 

(2)  Periodicals,    (currently 
subscribed  for  and  bound 

into  volumes,) 65 

1,802 
Deducting  *' Books  previously 

reported  lost," 4 

Total  gain,  1,798 

Deducting  total  loss,        217 

Net  gain, 1,581 

No.  of  volumes,  Jan.  1,  1882,.     20,477 

Present  number, . . .     22,058 


LOSS. 

Books  condemned,    (worn   out, 

etc.), 88 

Sold  as  duplicates, 0 

Exchanged, 90 

Missing  through  theft  and  failure 

to  return 89 

Total  loss, 217 

Total  no.  of  books  withdrawn, 

1878-81, 698 

Total  no.  of  books  withdrawn, 
1882, 217 

915 

Total  withdrawals  up  to  Dec.  81, 
1882, 915 

Vols,  in  library  Jan.  1,  1883, . .     21,143 

Total  accessions  from  beginning, 
Jan.  1,  1883 22,058 


APPENDIX  NO.  4. 


CLASSIFICATION  OF  ACCESSIONS. 


Bank  of  clashes;  hooks  added  1882, 


1.  Social  Science,* 

2.  Fiction  (adult), 

3.  History, 

4.  Unassigned, 

5.  Biognipby, 

6.  Miscellaneous  literature 

7.  Philosophical  science, 

8.  Geography 

Juveniles 

Practical  science,. 

Natural  science 

Art, 


9. 
10. 
11. 

12. 


685 
171 
150 
130 
125 
117 
101 
92 
87 


1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 


40  !  10. 
45  :  11. 
43     12. 


1,798 


Barik  of  dosses  Jan.  i,  188S. 

Social  science, 4,574 

Fiction  (adult) 3,608 

[Unassigned,] 2,938 

History 1,931 

Biography 1,754 

Geography, 1,570 

Juvenile  fiction, 1,366 

Miscellaneous  literature,..  1,273 

Philosophical  science, 1,130 

Natural  science, 808 

Practical  science, 740 

Art, 371 

22.058 
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A.    AaaRKOATE. 

i 

i 

1 

s 

1 

i 

Total  number  of  volumes  used  at 

,.m 

67.«20 

6,857 
88,330 

S,075* 

83,519 

Tolal  aumtwr  taken  for  home  iiw, . 

B0,68S  1  93.386 

104,693  i  103,813 

74,842 

90,177 

90,594 

n«nydBT,  [Feb.  18.]    146 


.      .T.fAug.  17.].  .„^ 

J^rgesl  io  moj  week,  jFeb,  6-11.]    M4     Feb.  B-11.] 


Feb.  25.] ^m 


SmnHest  id  any  week,   fjuue  1317] 
Largest  in  tm;  month.  [March.]. .  2,157 
SmsUetl  in  any  month.  [Juae.]..  1,113' 

ATerage  weekly  nse 364+ 1 

^Terage  daily  uae  [808  dayg], ...     26+1 


■Junoao-July  I. 
'March.]  

:Juiy.] 


105 
.  2,081 
.  1.180 
.  8,:t61 
.  5,493 
.    1,.574+ 

266+ 


APPENDIX  NO.   6. 

KADK  OP  MODTHB. 


CIRCDLATIOR. 


iMarcb 8,433, 

SFebniary 8,087 

SJaauary    7,641 

*April 7.463 

SUay 

<  December 

7;0ctober. 

8'November  

•  September. 

lOiAugUBt 

31  June 

32July 

I  82.519 

■Tbe  muBbfr  or  paiiodkala.  (Ic..  DMd  ml  the  lilinuT  In 
v]f  n/no,  naklDg  ■  Uilal  of  otct  M,I]D0.  UMd  In  tba  room 


ciched  tbu  auu)u>lly  blab  tgaii 
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APPENDIX  NO.  7. 


CLASSIFICATION    OP   CIRCULATION. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 


BY  THE  CLASSIFICATION  ADOPTRD 
IN  THIS  LIBRARY. 


Fiction  (adult) 39,268 

**      (juvenile) 17,056 

Geography 6,236 

History 4,635 

Biography 3.319 

rUnassigned] 2,901 

Miscellaneous  literature. .  2,394 

Natural  science 1,904 

Philosophical  science 1,586 

Social  science 1,370 

Art 1,295 

Practical  science 1,219 

Total 82,182 

Accidentally  unclassified,      337 

Total 82,519 


Per 
cent- 
age. 
47.7+ 
69.6 
21.9+ 
6.+ 
5.6+ 
4.  + 
3.5+ 
2.9+ 
2.3+ 
1.9+ 
1.6+ 
1.4+ 
1.4+ 


.4+ 


100. 


BT  THAT  OF  THE  AMERICAN 
LIBRARY   AB80CIATION. 


A.  Literary  classes.  {61,485.) 

Juveniles 17,055 

^rose  fiction 39,268 

tEssays,  poems,  dramas, 

etc 5,092 

Periodicals.  (Literary,)        70 

B.  Hiirt&rieal  classes.  {IS JOG.) 

Geography  and  travels    5.236 

Biography 3,319 

History 4,635 

C.  Arts  and  seieiices.  {7,507.) 

Fine  arts 1,295 

Industrial  arts 1,219 

Natural  science 1.904 

Philology 133 

Social  and  political 

science 1,370 

Philosophy  and  theology  1,586 

Total 82,182 

Unclassified 837 

82,519 


APPENDIX  NO.  8. 

REGISTRATION. 

Jan . 1 , 
1882. 

Total  number  of  registration  numbers  occupied. .  .17.729 
Total  number  cancelled 557 

Total  new  names  during  the  year 

Number  registered  from  the  beginning 18,286 

Daily  average,  1882 

Number  of  renewals,  1882, 

Number  of  fines  incurred,  1882 

Average  number  of  postals  mailed  (for  overdue 

books),  1882,  (293  days) 

Largest,  1882 

Smallest,  1882, 


The  year 
1882. 

2,026 

178 

2,194 

6+ 
3.631 
4,765 


Jan.  1, 
1883. 

19,755 
735 


20,490 


16+ 

60  [Dec.  9.  ] 

5  [Apr.  5.] 


llEtK)RT  OP    THE    LIBRA BlAlt. — AP1»ENDIX. 


19 


APPENDIX  NO.   9. 


REGISTRATION  BT  WARDS. 


Rank  by 
Name  of  population, 

the  ward.      Census  of  1883.* 


1.  Tenth 22,211 

2.  Ninth 16,767 

8.  First 15,198 

4.  Eighth 14.189 

5.  Seventh 10,178 

6.  Fifth 9,596 

7.  Third 9.460 

8.  Fourth 6,988 

9.  Sixth 6,566 

10.  Second 5,608 

116.755 

Number  registered,  5th  year. 


Hank  by  absolute 

no.  of  cards  at 

end  of  4th  year. 


1.  Ninth 2,457 

2.  First 2,184 

Fifth 1,994 

Eighth 1,951 

Fourth    1,626 

Tenth 1,601 

Seventh 1,575 

Third 1,454 

Sixth 1,446 

Second  1.428 


3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 


17,716 


Percentage  of 

population. 

[4th  year.] 


1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 


Second 28. 

Fourth 26. 

Sixth 23. 

Fifth 22. 

Seventh    ...  16.7 

Third 16.6 

Ninth 16.1 

First 15.9 

Eighth 15.2 

Tenth 9. 


1.  Fourth 310 

2.  Ninth 259 

3.  Eighth 226 

4.  Fifth 204 

5.  Third 193 

6.  Seventh 177 

7.  Sixth 174 

8.  Second 162 

9.  Tenth 161 

10.  First 156 


Number  accidentally 
omitted  in  record 
of  wards 


2,022 


2,026 
^dd  number  at  begin- 
ning of  the  year. .  .17,716 

19,742 


Present  absolute  nnmberi 

of  cards. 

[Jan.  1.  1883.] 


Present  percentage 
of  the  population.* 


1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 

4. 

8. 

9. 

10. 


Ninth . . 
First . . . 
Fifth... 
Eighth.. 
Fourth . . 
Tenth. . . 
Seventh. 
Third... 
Sixth... 
Second  . 


2,716 
2,340 
2,198 
2,177 
1,936 
1,762 
1,752 
1.647 
1,620 
1,590 


1. 
2. 
8. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 


Second  . . 
Fourth.. 
Sixth. . . . 
Fifth.... 
Third... 
Seventh . 
Ninth  . . . 
First  . . . , 
Eighth.. 
Tenth... 


28.3 
27.7 
24.6 
22.9 
17.4 
17.2 
16.1 
15.39 
15.34 
7.9 


19,738 
No.    accidentally 
omitted  in  record 
of  wards 4 


19,742 


At  end  of 
1st  year. 


Total  east  side 

wards 

3.063 

Total  west  side 

wards 

6.322 

Tenth  ward. . . 

1,043 

At  end  of  4th  year. 


At  end  of  5th  year. 


10.428 


5.066 

11.049 
1.601 

17.716 


5.577 

12,399 
1,762 

19.742 


4    (Number  Bccldcntally 
"*  omitted.) 


*  "Cenniit  of  the  city  of  ProTidence,  Jan.  1. 1888,  taken  under  the  direction  of  B.  M.  Snow.  M.  D., 
voperintendent*'  p.  5. 
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APPENDIX  NO.  10. 


TOPICS  OP  REPBRBNCB8. 


(A.)— Topics  op  the  Monthly  Rrpkrknck  Lists,  1882. 


^stheticism. 
Florence. 
The  Suez  canal. 
Henry  Wadsworth  Longfellow. 
The  Roman  catacombs. 
The  Nibelungenlied. 
The  German  empire. 

Elements  of  unity  in  Southeastern  Europe. 
The  Chinese  in  the  United  States. 
The  Venus  of  Melos. 
Burke  and  the  French  revolution. 
Darwin  and  his  scientific  influence. 
Emerson's  philosophical  position. 
The  last  years  of  the  Roman  republic. 
University  education  in  Germany. 
Local  self-government. 
European  interests  in  Egypt. 
.The  national  banks. 

Tendencies  of  local  self-government  in  the  United  States. 
Herbert  Spencer. 
Wordsworth's  poetry. 
Daniel  Webster.     [1782-1852.] 
The  Gregorian  calendar. 
Philadelphia,  [1682-1882.] 
Tariff  legislation  in  the  United  States. 
Transits  of  Venus. 


[January.] 

36 

i< 

37. 

<( 

38. 

[February.] 

39. 

It 

40. 

It 

41. 

[March.] 

42. 

(« 

43. 

[April.] 

44. 

it 

45. 

«4 

46. 

[May.] 

47, 

it 

48. 

[June.] 

49. 

t( 

50. 

[July] 

51. 

(« 

52. 

[August.] 

53. 

II 

54. 

[September.] 

55. 

4( 

56. 

[October.] 

57. 

<( 

58. 

[November] 

59. 

[December] 

60. 

<i 

61. 

(B.)— The  themes  por  college  exercises. 

[Lists  of  references  to  the  topics  for  essays  at  Brown  University,  kept  on 
at  this  library  for  consultation.] 

Wrongs  of  the  English  workingman  as  portrayed  in  *'  Alton  Locke." 

Personal  traits  of  Lord  Byron  in  Childe  Harold. 

Moral  defects  in  the  character  of  Coriolanus. 

Benefits  of  mechanical  exhibitions. 

Improvements  in  agriculture. 

Scenes  from  London  life  in  Scott's  ** Fortunes  of  Nigel.*' 

The  Suez  canal. 

The  Alhambra. 

The  battle  of  Fredericksburg. 

The  execution  of  John  Brown. 

The  Kearsarge  and  the  Alabama. 

The  Roman  catacombs. 
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The  siege  of  Rouen. 

The  siege  of  Torktown. 

The  politeness  of  Lord  Chesterfield. 

The  courage  of  Lord  Nelson. 

The  cynicism  of  La  Rochefoucauld. 

Cheerfulness  as  a  duty. 

Absenteeism  in  Ireland. 

The  generalship  of  Washington. 

Lafayette's  devotion  to  the  cause  of  the  American  colonies. 

Should  the  standing  army  •f  the  United  States  be  increased  ? 

Should  Irish  agitators  be  imprisoned  by  the  English  government? 

Was  the  refusal  of  the  Scotch  covenanters  to  take  arms  against  William  III 

justifiable? 
Should  Mormonism  be  suppressed  by  the  government? 
Should  the  United  States  government  permit  foreign  capitalists  to  construct 

a  canal  on  American  soil? 
Is  the  maintenance  of  the  Cove  Basin  essential  to  the  health  of  the  city? 
Are  the  insane  responsible  for  the  commission  of  crime? 
FurnivaU's  plan  of  the  Canterbury  tales. 
The  science  of  Chaucer's  Astrolabe. 
Dr}'den*s  dramatic  style. 

Burke's  attitude  towards  the  French  and  American  revolutions. 
Dowden's  critical  analysis  of  Shakspeare's  sonnets. 
Addison  as  a  humorist. 
Dean  Swift's  views  of  human  nature. 
Sir  Walter  Scott's  treatment  of  historic  characters. 
Peasant  life  in  the  poetry  of  Burns. 
The  idealism  of  Shelley. 
The  remorse  of  Lara. 
Taine's  criticism  of  Macaulay. 
Ballad  poetry  of  the  revolution. 
Reverence  as  a  moral  virtue. 
Apathy  as  a  defect  of  character. 
The  self-conceit  of  David  Llewellyn. 
The  policy  of  Warren  Hastings. 
The  sincerity  of  Charlotte  Corday. 
CJosmo  Warlock's  self-denial. 
*•  He  is  the  freeman  whom  the  truth  makes  free." 
Dunstan  the  primate. 
The  allegory  of  the  €k>lden  Targe. 
The  supremacy  of  Eadwin  of  Northumbria. 
Sir  David  Lyndsay  as  a  reformer. 
The  use  of  the  term  Anglo-Saxon. 
The  sonnets  of  Wyatt  and  Surrey. 
tSpenser's  poetic  allusions  to  his  contemporaries. 
Spenser's  description  of  Sir  Philip  Sidney's  "  Astrophel.'' 
Saint  George  and  the  dragon. 
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Tennyson's  modification  of  Sir  Thomas  Malory's  Arthur. 

The  defect  and  excellence  of  euphuism. 

Marlow's  Edward  II.  and  Shakspeare's  Richard  II. 

Modern  tests  of  the  growth  of  Shakspeare's  genius. 

Admirable  traits  in  the  character  of  Deerslayer. 

Impressions  of  English  society  from  Felix  Holt. 

Hardships  of  the  New  England  settlers. 

Washington's  discouragements  in  the  war  of  the  revolution. 

Perils  of  atrial  navigation. 

Persecutions  of  the  Jews. 

Incidents  of  the  author's  life  in  Dickens's  novels. 

Elements  of  modern  progress  attributable  to  Christianity. 

The  battle  of  Leipsic. 

A  barricade  at  Paris. 

Banishment  of  the  Acadians. 

The  bombardment  of  Tripoli. 

The  Kremlin  of  Moscow. 

Bayard  Taylor  as  an 'observer. 

The  political  administration  of  John  Calvin. 

The  generalship  of  Walleustein. 

Hugh  Miller's  acquirement  of  science. 

The  imperialism  of  Louis  XIV. 

Carlyle's  conception  of  heroism. 

The  simplicity  and  purity  of  Longfellow's  style. 

The  energy  and  heroism  of  Martin  Luther. 


APPENDIX  NO.    11. 

COMPARISON  OF  STATISTICS  WITH  THOSE  OF  OTHER   LIBRARIES. 

[List  of  libraries  in  New  England  cities  and  towns  smaller  than  Providence, 
exceeding  in  number  of  volumes  the  Providence  Public  Library;  excluding  col- 
lege and  society  libraries.] 

DATS.  V0IJ8. 

1.  Worcester  Free  Public  Library [Nov.  30,  1882.] 55,752 

2.  New  Bedford  Public  Library [Dec.  31,  1881.] 42,500 

3.  Haverhill  Public  Library [Dec.  31,  1881.]  .    34,912 

4.  Lynn  Public  Librar}^ [Dec.  31,  1882.] 31,182 

5.  Silas  Bronson  Library,  Waterbury,  Conn.. [Jan.     1,  1883.] 29,076 

6.  Brookline  Public  Library * [Jan.     1,  1883.] 27,089 

7.  Peabody  Institute,  Peabody,  Mass [Feb.    1,  1883.] 26,000 

8.  Manchester  (N.  H.)  City  Library [Dec.  31.  1882.] 25,040 

9.  People's  Library,  Newport.  R.  I [Jan.    1,  1883.] 24,623 

10.  Lowell  City  Library [Jan.    1,  1882.]  •  •  •  • 24.017 

11.  Fall  River  Public  Library  [Jan.    1,  1883.] 28,985 

13.     Lawrence  Public  Library [Dec.  31.  1882.] 23,910 

12.  Newburyport  Public  Library [Dec.    1,  1882.] 28,611 

[  It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  table  that  the  disproportionately  limited 
resources  in  this  city  are  very  striking.] 
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APPENDIX  NO.  12. 

Extracts  from  letters  of  citizens  of  Providence  and  others,  with 
reference  to  the  providence  public  library. 

Prmdent  Robinson  of  Brawn  UrUverrity. 

"  From  what  I  have  seen  and  known  of  the  use  made  of  it,  I  am  satisfied  that 
it  is  rendering  a  most  excellent  service  in  the  promotion  of  general  intelligence 
as  well  as  of  good  morals.  It  supplies  sources  of  knowledge  to  people  in  our  city 
who  could  not,  i»r  would  not,  avail  themselves  of  others.  It  would  be  a  real 
calamity  were  the  library  abandoned:  it  will  be  discreditable  to  our  city  if  it  is 
not  sustained  and  its  resources  enlarged.'* 


T.    Whiting  Bancroft,  professar  of  English  in  Brown  Uniterdiy. 

"It  gives  me  pleasure  to  bear  testimony  to  the  usefulness  of  the  Providence 
Public  Library  in  connection  with  the  work  of  English  composition  in  Brown 
Vniversity.  The  reference  lists  on  many  subjects,  which  you  have  so  kindly 
furnished  for  several  years,  have  been  serviceable  in  directing  the  student  to  the 
resources,  not  only  of  your,  but  also  of  other  libraries  in  the  city.  As  he  is  thus 
taught  how  to  use  a  library  he  soon  learns  to  make  his  own  lists  and  is  put  in  the 
^ay  of  investigating  for  himself.*' 


Prof  W.  H.  Poineroy,  De  Veaux  College,  Suspension  Bridge,  N.  Y. 
[Valedictorian  of  the  class  of  1882,  Brown  University.] 

"  I  take  great  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the  valued  assistance  rendered  me  in 
my  college  course  by  the  Providence  Public  Library.  And  in  thus  expressing 
my  appreciation  of  benefits  received  I  am  well  assured  that  I  voice  the  sentiments 
<ii  my  class  and  of  the  students  of  Brown  in  general.  We  all  of  us  came  to  re- 
gard the  library  as  an  essential  factor  in  our  college  work — especially  in  the 
departments  of  English  Literature  and  History  and  in  the  work  of  the  literary 
Societies. 

Here  we  always  found  full,  complete,  exhaustive  references  in  connection  with 
all  our  essay  subjects  and  special  themes  assigned  in  history  and  philosophy — 
while  in  all  our  individual  work — the  preparation  of  orations  and  commencement 
essays,  of  questions  for  debate,  and  the  pursuit  of  independent  literary  research 
of  any  nature,  we  were  always  given  ready,  direct  and  abundant  information. 
♦♦*♦**  Nothing  is  more  appreciated  by  a  student, 
pressed  as  he  is  by  duties  demanding  so  fully  his  time  and  energies,  as  immediate 
and  direct  guidance  to  the  sources  essential  to  the  work  he  has  in  hand,  and  it  is 
just  this  which  the  Providence  Library,  by  its  abundant  resources,  its  systemiza- 
tion  and  *      *  management  furnishes  the  students  of  Brown  University." 


Jlon.  Thai,  B.  Stockwell,  Cmnmissioner  of  Public  Schools  of  Blwde  Island. 

"I  regard  any  library,  almost,  as  a  valuable  educational  instrument,  but  one 
selected  and  managed  as  is  the  Public  Library  of  this  city.  I  consider  as  of  the 
highest  value,  whose  loss  could  not  be  made  good  by  the  substitution  of  any 
other  agencies.  ♦#»»»»» 
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Moreover,  the  connection  between  the  school  and  the  library,  which  is  so 
necessary  if  the  work  begun  in  the  former  is  to  be  properly  carried  on  and  sup- 
plemented by  the  latter,  has  been  established  here  under  auspices  that  entitle  us 
to  look  for  the  most  happy  results.  Indeed  I  do  not  know  of  a  public  library, 
anywhere,  that  so  fully  comes  up  to  my  idea  of  such  an  institution,  so  far  as  its 
plan,  its  spirit  and  its  aim  are  concerned.** 


Mis9  Sarah  E.  Boyle,  Principal,  Girls*  Department,  High  School,  Providence. 

"It  is  hardly  possible  to  overestimate  the  assistance  the  public  library  has 
been  to  my  scholars.  Previous  to  its  establishment  it  was  of  little  use  to  recom- 
mend books  to  be  read  in  connection  with  the  lessons,  as  few  of  the  pupils  had 
access  to  any  library.  Now  they  can  supplement  the  meagre  information  of  the 
text  books  by  the  resources  of  the  public  library.  From  my  own  knowledge  I 
can  state  that  the  scholars  profitably  use  the  library,  oftentimes  having  out  all 
the  books  on  a  given  subject.  It  is,  however,  to  be  regretted  that  the  only  limit 
to  the  usefulness  of  the  library  has  arisen  from  the  small  number  of  books  it 
contains.  The  investigations  of  the  student  are  checked  by  this  fact.  If  the 
enthusiasm  for  knowledge  inspired  by  school  is  to  be  maintained  it  must  be  by 
having  the  efficiency  of  the  library  sustained  by  liberal  expenditures  for  books. 


Mr,  J.  M.  Sawin^  Principal,  Point  Street  School. 

"  The  most  successful  and  earnest  teachers  have  found  the  public  library  an 
essential  aid  to  the  work  of  the  school,  and  have  become  in  a  large  degree  de. 
pendent  upon  it.  Since  the  number  and  variety  of  reference  books  belonging 
to  individual  schools  is  necessarily  small,  it  has  become  the  custom  of  teachers  of 
advanced  classes  to  refer  their  pupils  in  their  daily  recitations  upon  subjects 
relating  to  geography,  history  and  science,  to  works  found  in  the  public  library 
to  which  they  could  have  no  access  without  it.      *  *  *  *  * 

The  pupils  of  our  high  school  are  to  be  found  in  large  numbers  daily  visiting 
the  public  library  for  research  upon  subjects  appertaining  to  their  regular  work, 
without  which  the  hungry  mind  would  have  to  go  unfed,  and  the  highest  suc- 
cess of  the  school  be  hampered. 

The  teachers  and  pupils  of  our  grammar  schools  also  are  fast  learning  that  the 
library  is  of  untold  interest  and  value  to  them.  Scarcely  a  day  passes  when  I  do 
not  find  occasion  to  utilize  the  library  by  referring  classes  to  its  works  of  refer- 
ence or  to  its  books  for  circulation  that  will  prove  helpful  in  the  better  under- 
standing of  some  subject  under  consideration.  Without  it  many  nn  important 
question  would  have  to  pass  unanswered,  many  a  fact  of  significance  left  un- 
learned, and  the  mind  aroused  to  a  commendable  spirit  of  investigation  would 
have  to  go  unsatisfied. 

Our  public  schools  include  no  inconsiderable  portion  of  the  community.  To 
abolish  the  public  library  would  be  to  sever  an  important  auxiliary  in  their 
growth — their  efficiency  would  thus  be  lessened,  their  progress  retarded,  their 
Dossibilities  would  never  be  realized.*' 
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Mr,  L,  W.  BuueU,  Principal,  Bridgham  8t,  School, 

**  It  IB  a  constant  resort  for  reading  which  supplements  and  broadens  much  of 
their  school  work,  especially  in  the  lines  of  geography  and  travels,  history  and 
biography.  I  regnrd  the  library  as  an  educational  power  in  the  city  whose  value 
is  inestimable.  This  is  especially  true  in  respect  to  the  young,  when  wisely 
directed  by  parents  and  teachers  in  regard  to  what  and  how  much  they  should 
read. 

Since  the  establishment  of  the  public  library,  I  have  observed  a  gradual  de- 
crease in  the  amount  of  harmful  reading  among  the  pupils  of  my  school.  It  has, 
to  a  large  extent,  been  supplanted  by  a  class  of  reading  which  affords  improve- 
ment as  well  as  recreation. " 


W.  A.  Motory,  Principal,  English  and  CloMsical  High  School. 

( Messrs.  Mowry  &  Qofl.) 

"I  hope  the  time  is  near  at  hand  when  »  ♦  ♦  »  the  Providence 
Public  Library  shall  be  placed  on  a  liberal  and  permanent  footing,  so  that  its 
present  usefulness  may  be  greatly  enhanced. 

Young  as  it  is,  it  has  already  done  much  to  develop,  direct  and  increase  the 
reading  habits  and  taste  of  our  community.  There  is,  I  believe,  no  considerable 
class  of  our  people  who  are  not  to-day  directly  benefited  by  it.  The  professional 
men  and  scholars  of  our  city,  the  merchants  and  manufacturers,  the  large  class 
of  mechanics  employed  in  various  establishments  requiring  skilled  labor,  the 
young  people  of  both  sexes,  and  especially  the  children  in  our  schools,  are  largely 
benefited  already." 


Mr,  W.  n.  Scott,  teacher  in  the  Providence  Bryant  d  Stratum  Business  College, 

**  I  have  also  been  highly  gratified  by  the  aid  rendered  my  students,  in  acquiring 
a  knowledge  of  allotted  themes  in  composition. 

In  disseminating  a  knowledge  of  language,  of  personal  and  natural  history,  of 
political  and  natural  science,  and  of  those  general  subjects  which  lead  to  the 
establishment  of  moral  and  intellectual  worth,  I  believe  that  the  value  of  your 
library  in  this  community  cannot  be  over  estimated." 


Mr,  J.  F,  P,  Lawton,  Sec'y  Qorham  Mfg,  Co. 

**  Those  mostly  benefited  by  the  library  are  not  those  of  ability  to  contribute 
to  its  financial  support.  Our  public  library  is  needed  for  the  student  and  for 
apprentices  in  our  industrial  establishments  as  well  as  for  the  family.'' 


Mr.  O.  M.  Hersey,  Sec'y  Promdence  Young  Men's  Cliristian  Association. 

*'  I  have  had  occasion,  many  times,  to  note  the  value  of  the  public  library  in 
supplementing  the  services  rendered  to  our  members  from  our  own  shelves. 

*        *        *        *       '*  I  fully  believe  that  your  marked  success  in  bringing 
desirable  books  to  the  attention  of  the  public  mind  is  developing  a  taste  for 

4 


26  PROVIDENCE   PUBLIC    LIBRARY. 

reading  that  can  but  be  beneficial  to  all  libraries.  In  proportion  as  the  love  of 
good  reading  increases  among  the  masses,  the  demands  upon  every  well-selected 
library  must  necessarily  increase." 


Mr,  Charles  M.  Salisbury,  Sec'y,  Franklin  Society, 

*'  I  think  that  the  public  library  and  the  Athenceum  are  visited  by  those  who 
wish  to  study  subjects  which  are  first  brought  to  their  attention  by  the  meetings 
of  the  Franklin  Society.  Our  discussions  stimulate  inquiry  and  the  members 
will  seek  the  books  which  can  give  them  the  information  which  they  wish. 

Your  bulletins  of  books  which  contain  information  on  subjects,  which  arc 
interesting  to  the  people,  are  great  helps." 


Dr.  A.  F.  BlaisdeU,  member  of  the  Providence  School  Committee, 

*'I  am  persuaded  that  no  public  library  of  its  size  in  this  country,  and  very 
few,  that  are  much  larger,  surpass  it  in  usefulness." 


Mr.  Z.  L.  White,  Editor  Providence  Evening  Press. 

"  I  have  had  frequent  occasion  to  use  the  library,  either  personally  or  through 
representatives  of  the  Press,  and  I  wish  to  say  that  I  know  of  no  library  in  the 
country  in  which  what  resources  it  has  are  more  available.  Whatever  material 
you  have  upon  any  subject  it  is  desired  to  study  or  investigate  is  placed  instantly 
in  the  hands  of  a  visitor  who  asks  for  it,  and  the  inquirer  feels  when  he  comes 
away,  that  nothing  which  the  library  contains  bearing  upon  the  subject  he  is 
looking  up,  has  been  allowed  to  escape  his  attention. 

But  I  have  not  always  found  all  that  I  wanted  nor  all  that  one  would  have  a 
right  to  expect  to  find  in  such  a  public  library." 
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APPENDIX  NO.  18. 

VOLCHEB  RECEIVED  BT  OIPT. 

TotftI  Dumber  of  Tolumes  given  during  the  year 927 

ToUl  number  given  from  tbe  begioning 12,149 

Total  Dumlwr  of  donoTB.  1883 360 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Librarian. 


To  THE  Board  op  Trustees: 

Gentlemek  : — I  have  the  honor  to  present  herewith  my  sixth  annual 
report,  covering  the  operations  of  the  year  1883. 

general  statebcent.* 

The  books  in  the  library  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  consisted  ( 1 ) 
of  8,605  volumes  obtained  by  purchase  ;  (2)  508  transferred  by  binding, 
etc.  ;  (3)  12,945  gifts  from  various  donors.  Deducting  915  volumes 
which  had  been  withdrawn,  these  comprised  a  total  of  21,143.^ 

The  4,833  volumes  added  during  the  yeai^  just  closed  have  included 
(1)  1,171  obtained  by  purchase;  (2)  60  transferred  by  binding,  etc. ; 
(3)  3,602  gifts  from  various  donors'* ;  making,  therefore,  after  deducting 
the  456  volumes  withdrawn  during  the  year*,  a  present  total  of  25,520. 
The  net  increase  is  therefore  4,377. 

the  tear's  growth.-^ 

If  the  net  increase  be  compared  with  the  corresponding  figures  for 
previous  years',  it  will  at  once  be  seen  to  be  very  largely  in  advance  of 
them.     Yet  it  should  be  stated  that  this  addition  is  by  no  means  so  much 

u.  See  Appendix  No.  1. 

b.  See  Fifth  annaal  report,  p.  8, 15. 

c.  See  Appendix  No.  2. 

d.  See  Appendix  No.  1*2 

e.  See  Appendix  No.  3. 
/.     See  Appendix  No.  2. 

g.  Increaee  in  Ut  year,  8491. 
"  2d  "  8881. 
"  Sd  *•  1407. 
.<  4th  «•  1724. 
••  5th  ••  1581. 
"  "  «Cb    "     4877. 
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larger  than  in  previous  years,  if  one  very  considerable  element  in  it  be 
eliminated.  This  element  is  the  collection  of  books"  secured  at  the 
three  sales  of  the  library  of  the  late  Joseph  J.  Cooke.  It  will  be  re- 
membered that  by  the  terms  of  Mr.  Cooke's  will,  this  library,  with 
others,  was  allowed  an  opportunity  of  bidding  on  his  books  to  the 
amount  of  $5,000.00.*  These  2,596  volumes,  therefore,  have  been 
entered  on  the  records  of  the  library  as  a  bequest  from  Mr.  Cooke. 
Aside  from  the  Cooke  bequest,  the  volumes  received  by  gift  amount 
to  1,539;  being  presented  to  the  library  by  230  different  donors.  A 
library  situated  as  this  has  been,  since  its  establishment,  can  but  avail 
itself  with  gratitude  of  the  thoughtfulness  of  its  various  friends,  who 
have  kept  it  supplied  with  so  much  that  is  of  direct  and  positive  service 
in  its  work.  Were  it  not  for  these  accessions,  its  yearly  increase  would 
have  fallen  very  much  farther  short  of  the  measure  of  adequate  growth 
than  has  in  reality  been  the  case.  Such  a  library,  moreover,  should 
receive  the  full  benefit  of  all  such  instances  of  gratuitous  distribution, 
for  the  public  benefit,  as  is  the  case  with  the  United  States  government 
publications,  and  those  of  other  governments  and  institutions.  Unfor- 
tunately, this  library  has  not  hitherto  been  on  the  footing  of  those  which 
receive  every  such  report  of  importance,  owing  to  its  coraparativel)'  re- 
cent establishment.  Allusion  was  made  in  the  report  of  one  year  ago' 
to  the  unsatisfactory  conditions  governing  the  distril)ution  of  the  publi- 
cations of  the  United  States  government ;  and  the  hope  was  expressed 
that  this  state  of  things  would  l)e  speedily  corrected.  This  result  has 
not  yet  been  reached.  It  is  to  he  hoped  that  it  may  not  be  much  longer 
postponed. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  total  number  of  books  bought  during  the 
year  (1,171)  is  also  in  excess  of  the  number  in  nearly  every  previous 
year.**  These  additions  have  been,  however,  chiefly  in  the  line  of  current 
purchases,  from  week  to  week,  rather  than  of  systematic  supplying  of 
the  many  deficiencies  in  the  different  departments  of  literature.  In  this 
connection,  it  may  be  added,  that  considerable  care  is  necessary,  in 
order  to  be  sure  that  the  more  important  of  the  current  publications 
come  under  the  eye  of  the  librarian  and  purchasing  committee,  in  the 
regular  course.  In  too  many  instances  only  one  or  two  copies  are  sent 
to  this  city  ;  and  these  copies  are  sold  before  reaching  the  library.     The 

a.  AmountiDg  in  all  to  2596  volumes.    The  past  year's  increase,  aside  from  Mr.  Cook«'s  bequest, 
amounts  to  1781  volumes. 

b.  See  Fifth  annual  report,  p.  4. 

c.  Fifth  annual  report,  p.  11-12. 

d.  Bee  Appendix  No.  2.    It  is  surpassed  only  by  the  number  purchased  in  1879-80, 1574. 
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time  ought  certainly  not  to  be  longer  postponed,  when  the  filling  of  im- 
tant  deficiencies, — as,  for  instance,  in  history,  in  natural  science,  in 
practical  science,  and  in  art, — shall  be  systematically  undertaken.' 

THE   USE    OF   THE   LIBRARY. 

In  the  report  of  one  year  ago,  it  was  stated  that  ''  a  marked  increase 
in  these  figures  [i.e.,  those  showing  its  use],  until  the  resources  of  the 
library  become  more  nearly  equal  to  the  demand,  would  indeed  be  extra- 
ordinary."^    During  the  past  year  there  has  been  no  falling  off,  but  a 
ise  of  4t^8^*    There  is  the  same  disproportion  between  the  number  of 
/actually  registered  readers,  and  the  number  of  books  in  the  library,  as 
'    iu  previous  years.**     It  will  be  noticed  that  there  is  very  little  variation, 
from  year  to  year,  in  the  distribution  of  this  use  among  the  different 
months.'     Should  one  attempt,  however,  to  discriminate  more  carefully, 
it  would  l>e  found  that,  roughly  speaking,  different  seasons  of  the  year 
are  characterized  by  special  features.     In  the  summer,  very  naturally, 
fiction  forms  a  larger   percentage  of   the  total  number  of  the  books 
read,  than  at  other  times.     In  the  early  autumn  the  change  to  more 
solid  reading  is  somewhat  marked.     Later*in  the  autumn,  the  systematic 
Use  of  the  library  on  the  part  of  the  pupils  in  the  schools,  and  largely 
in  connection  with  the  school  courses  of  instruction,  begins.     During  the 
H-inter  mouths  the  percentage  of  more  solid  reading  rises  still  higher,  and 
is  kept  up  well  into  the  early  summer.     It  should,  however,  be  distinctly 
Understood,  that  these  observations  are  true  in  only  the  most  general  way. 
Sharply  defined  generalizations  of  this  kind  will  never  be  possible  so  long 
a«  the  disproportion  just  cited  continues  to  characterize  our  books  and 
readers.     What  an  examination  of  the  class  of  books  read,  and  the 
olasses  of  readers  using  them,  actually  does  show,  under  present  condi- 
t^ions,  is  one  thing.     What  it  would  show,  under  a  state  of  things  which 
3,1  lowed  us  to  meet  adequately  the  demands  of  readers,  and  to  respond 
P^fldily  to  their  manifestation  of  intelligent  interest,  is  another  and  a 
^-^ry  different  thing. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  there  has  been  an  increase  of  1317^  iu  the 


49'  ^««  ftlao  Appendix  No.  11,  for  a  table  of  the  deficiencies  now  ezlstinj;  in  the  files  of  bound 
p4>r^odJcals.  It  is  almost  certain  that  by  a  very  little  trouble  many  friendA  of  the  library  could 
f^gMiier  it  s  very  essential  service  in  looking  through  the  odd  numbers  which  they  may  happen  to 
it^ve  •^or«d  in  their  houses. 

^.      S««  Fifth  snnual  report,  p.  4-5. 

cr.      S«e  Appendix  No.  6. 

</•      'JL'Usre  are  22,296  readers,  but  only  26,520  Tolumes.    CompaK  Fifth  annual  report,  p.  5. 
e.      iS^^99  Ai^pendlz  No.  6. 
y.      Bmt  Appendix  No.  5. 
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number  of  volumes  consulted  at  the  library.     With  increased  resources, 
this  number  may  be  expected  to  rise,  from  year  to  year.     The  volumes 
thus  issued,  moreover,  show  a  steady  advance  in  character,  from  one 
year  to  another,  and  represent  a  very  wide  variety  of  investigations. 
It  would  not  be  unprofitable  to  study  the  instances  connected  with  the 
use  of  the  library  for  specific  purposes,  both  in  books  taken  for  home 
use,  and  those  used  at  the  library.     In  order  to  obtain  data  for  showing 
in  what  forms  this  demand  for  information  and  assistance  on  specific 
points  makes  itself  manifest,  the  librarian  took  pains  ^o  record  for  three 
weeks  in  succession,  (which  may  safely  be  taken  as  three  representative 
weeks),  the  applications  of  this  kind,  made  to  him  personally.     The  list 
is  certainly  of  interest,  as  showing  the  wide  range  of  investigation 
which  such  inquiries  take.     Some  of  the  applications  will  be  at  once 
recognized  as  connected  with  courses  of  study  in  the  schools ;  some 
with  college  studies ;  some  with  matters  of  current  discussion  in  the 
newspapers  ;  some  with  questions  discussed  in  debating  societies  ;  some 
with  a  particular  lecture,  play,  etc.,  occurring  at  the  time;  some  with 
the  particular  occupation,  or  profession,  or  trade  of  the  reader,  (such 
as  the  questions  in  connection  with  pigments,  electricity,  sewerage,  soap) ; 
some  apparently  connected  with  the  satisfying  of  a  feeling  of  curiosity, 
(as  in  the  case  of  Christmas  customs) ;  and  some  which  were  very  ob- 
viously the  outcome  of  a  specific  line  of  research  on  the  part  of  the 
reader,  (such  as  those  relating  to  tariff  legislation,  the  alien  and  sedition 
laws,  Isabella  of   Spain,  capital  punishment,  Moorish  costume,  etc.) 
The  use  of  the  reading-room  for  the  consultation  of  works  of  reference, 
it  will  he  remembered,  is  a  matter  of  which  no  attempt  has  ever  been  made 
to  preserve  a  record.     The  books  are  placed  on  open  shelves,  outside 
the  counter,  and  can  be  consulted  without  any  formal  application.     An 
exact  record  of  this  use  would,  however,  be  of  great  interest. 

TIIOSK  WHO    USE   THE    LIBRARY. 

Allusion  has  been  made  in  previous  reports"  to  the  fact  that  all 
classes  of  the  comnmuity  are  represented  among  its  readers.  It  ma^^ 
be  of  service  to  glance  with  more  detail  at  some  of  the  specific  classes 
represented. 

Providence  is  distinctively  a  manufacturing  community ;  and,  as  is 
only  natural,  those  whose  daily  occupation  is  in  some  manner  connected 
with  its  manufacturing  industries  form  a  predominating  element  in  its 

a.    First  annual  report,  p.  8-9;  Fifth  annual  report,  p.  6. 
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popalation.*  They  likewise  constitute  a  very  large  percentage  of  the 
readers  at  this  library,  in  part  using  it  for  recreation,  and  in  part  for 
serious  study.  They  are  on  the  whole  a  class  of  skilled  workmen,  who 
would  compare  very  favorably  with  those  of  any  other  city,  as  regards 
intelligence,  ability,  and  interest  in  their  work.  There  are  few  instances 
in  which  it  would  be  better  worth  while  to  make  8[>ecial  efforts  to  study 
the  intelligent  requirements  of  these  readers,  and  to  meet  them,  so  far 
as  possible,  than  in  this  case. 

Another  class  of  readers  may  be  described  as  those  who  use  the  library 
to  supplement  in  some  sense  the  occupations  in  which  they  are  engaged, 
— the  druggist  to  ascertain  the  statistics  or  other  needed  particulars  re- 
garding some  branch  of  his  trade,  or  the  cotton-dealer  to  study  the  facts 
connected  with  some  development  of  commercial  extension.  A  public 
library,  in  a  city  like  this,  cannot  afford  not  to  study  carefully  all  in- 
stances of  this  kind  and  to  supply  the  assistance  called  for  as  promptly 
as  possible. 

Of  the  foreign  populations  represented  in  the  city,  there  are  two, 
French  and  German,  which  are  sufficiently  numerous  to  make  it  desir- 
able to  supply  these  readers  with  books  in  their  own  language.  Nor  is 
this  the  only  reason  which  would  justify  such  a  proceeding.  There  is  a 
constantly  increasing  class  of  American  readers,  who  read  these  languages 
easily,  and  would  be  glad  of  works  which  represent  and  illustrate  these 
two  literatures.  There  has  hardly  been  a  week  since  the  first  opening 
of  the  library,  when  works  in  French  and  German  have  not  been  in- 
quired for,  both  by  readers  in  whose  vernacular  these  works  were  writ- 
ton,  and  by  others,  studying  these  languages. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary,  perhaps,  to  cite  the  fact  that  the  school 
children  are  assiduous  users  of  the  library.  From  the  beginning  this 
has  been  a  noteworthy  characteristic  of  this  library.  And  the  use  made 
of  its  resources  by  these  young  readers,  so  far  from  being  wholly  idle 
and  desultory,  has  been  remarkably  well  chosen,  and  characterized,  on 
the  whole,  by  a  steadily  intelligent  purpose.  Allusion  will  later  be  made 
to  this  matter,  more  in  detail. 

There  is  perhaps  no  class  of  readers  who  have  formed  a  more  constant 
factor  in  the  library's  constituency,  than  the  students  in  college,  from 
the  very  opening  of  the  library.  It  is  a  matter  for  congratulation,  that 
this  library  has  been  able  to  be  of  service  so  largely  in  this  direction. 
The  existence  of  a  valuable  library  at  college,  however,  the  province  of 


a.    Oat  of  m  popoUtion  of  104,867  io  1890,  there  were  82,291  who  were  clashed  ms  employ^B  of 
oMUiofiMtoriog  eetJibliebiBenU. 
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which  is  to  supply  books  iu  such  special  lines  as  are  called  for  by  the 
courses  of  study  there  pursued,  is  of  course  an  important  fact  in  this 
connection." 

A  class  of  readers,  at  first  not  specially  numerous,  but  for  the  past 
few  years  steadily  increasing  in  numbers  and  in  the  amount  of  intelli- 
gent reading,  deserves  especial  consideration.  These  are  chiefly  gradu- 
ates from  the  various  institutions  of  learning  situated  here ;  and  the 
lines  of  study  and  reading  pursued  by  them  may  be  characterized  as  a 
carrying  forward  of  those  impulses  in  the  direction  of  right  reading, 
which  were  received  in  school  and  college.  We  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying,  that  in  the  constant  enlai^ement  and  development  of  this  class 
lies  the  chief  hope  of  this  library  in  the  future. 

As  is  only  natural,  it  is  from  this  class  that  a  very  large  percentage 
of  the  more  intelligent  reading  comes.  There  are,  however,  two  other 
classes  of  readers  whose  reading  should  be  characterized  as  exception- 
ally intelligent.  They  may  be  described,  somewhat  paradoxically,  as 
the  "  leisure  class,"  and  the  class  without  leisure.  In  the  case  of  the 
latter,  their  close  and  confining  professions  and  occupations  have  pre- 
cluded any  extended  opportunities  for  enjoying  the  privileges  of  a 
library.  They  have,  however,  by  this  very  fact,  become  possessed  of 
a  mental  discipline  which  causes  their  use  of  books  to  count  for  a  great 
deal,  and  renders  their  brief  and  even  fragmentary  reading  exceedingly 
effective  and  serviceable.  The  other  clas&,  the  "  leisure  class,'*  com- 
prises readers  who  must  certainly  be  considered  as  fortunate  above  all 
others  in  the  opportunities  they  possess.  They  have  it  in  their  power 
to  bring  to  their  consultation  of  the  works  which  they  use,  greater  care 
and  critical  judgment,  more  extended  research,  more  exhaustive  investi- 
gation, than  any  other  class  in  the  community.  Other  claims  upon  their 
time  than  reading,  it  is  true,  stand  ready  to  engage  their  attention.  This 
is  a  class  which  as  the  city  becomes  larger  is  likely  to  increase  very 
notably  in  this  community,  and  it  is  certainly  not  a  matter  of  indiffer- 
ence in  the  intellectual  advancement  of  the  city,  that  these  readers 
should  find  every  facility  for  self-improvement  placed  at  their  disposal 
by  the  libraries. 

Where,  then,  it  may  be  asked,  are  the  readers  who  do  not  read  intel- 
ligently? They  remain  indeed,  after  all  these  others  have  been  consid- 
ered, a  very  large  class,  and  a  constant  factor  in  the  use  of  the  library. 

a.  This  at  once  raises  the  question  as  to  what  are  the  relative  spheres  of  three  such  libraries  as 
those  of  Brown  University,  the  Providence  Athennum,  and  our  own ;  and  whether  it  is  possible  to 
agree  upon  a  definite  scope  for  a  library  like  this.  That  this  is  possible,  the  librarian  has  endeavored 
to  show,  later  on  in  this  report. 
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Not  by  any^iKieans  consisting  of  the  same  persons,  from  year  to  year, 
but  constantly  reinforced  by  the  accession  of  new  readers,  to  whom  any 
use  of  books  whatever  is  a  novelty.  In  connection  with  them  also,  the 
library  has  a  responsibility,  and  needs  to  keep  steadily  in  view  such 
methods,  and  supplies  of  reading,  as  will  have  a  steady  tendency  to  in- 
duce and  develop  improvement  in  their  habits  of  reading. 

The  library  then,  which,  like  this,  is  for  the  public  use  and  benefit, 
has  peculiar  opportunities.  No  more  thoroughly  popular  and  ^^  demo- 
cratic" institution, — using  these  words  in  their  highest  and  truest  sense, 
— can  be  found.  Like  a  perpendicular  shaft,  sunk  in  successive  geo- 
logical strata,  its  influence  reaches  all  classes  of  society,  from  the 
highest  to  the  lowest. 

In  very  many  instances  personally  observed  from  year  to  year,  this 
library  furnishes  reading  matter  to  those  who  have  no  other  books,  and 
implants  in  them  an  interest  and  desire  which  lead  to  higher  ranges  of 
reading.  On  the  other  hand,  this  library  has  scarcely  ever  seen  a  time 
whKBa  it  was  not  supplying  its  books  for  the  purposes  of  scholarly  and 
rainate  investigation,  to  some  thoroughly  competent  scholar,  engaged 
IB  work  of  permanent  interest  and  value."  A  public  institution  which 
ean  show  such  a  range  of  usefulness  is  indeed  among  the  most  practical 
•f  blessings  to  a  community. 

In  a  city  like  this,  with  several  large  libraries,  it  becomes  a  matter  of 
some  importance  to  discriminate,  if  possible,  between  the  varying  scopes 
of  these  several  libraries.  To  do  this,  it  is  necessary  to  ask,  for  what 
purpose,  for  whose  benefit,  and  on  what  basis,  they  have  been  estab- 
lished. It  is  easy  enough  to  see,  for  instance,  that  a  college  library  is 
chiefly  or  wholly  for  the  furnishing  of  material  which  will  be  directly 
serviceable  in  pursuing  the  studies  of  the  college  course  ;  and  that  the 
library  of  an  historical  society  is  by  the  very  conditions  of  its  existence 
limited  to  historical  material.  The  basis,  moreover,  of  the  historical  so- 
eiety'B  library  will  be  absolute  fullness,  within  certain  lines,  while  that 
of  a  library  like  the  Providence  Athenaeum,  or  our  own  library,  is  rather 
inclasiveneas  of  important  works  in  many  different  departments.  Some 
few  libraries,  (like  the  library  of  Congress  and  the  Boston  Public 
Library),  may  aim  to  include  practicall}-  everything.  Others,  like  this 
library,  are  founded  upon  a  principle  of  careful  selection  and  discrim- . 

a.  In  tbe  paraait  of  these  inTeetlgatioiis,  nuch  readers  have  been  obliged  repeatedly  to  go  ontaide 
the  limited  circle  of  oar  own  reaoarees.  It  is  in  this  connection  that  the  very  great  courtesy  of 
■eferal  llhnuiea  bu^r  than  this  has  been  of  constant  service.  The  librarian  woald  take  this  oppor- 
Unity  of  aekoowledgliig  the  repeated  instances  in  which  volames  have  been  lent  for  the  use  of  onjr 
rssdcrs,  hj  tbe  Boetoo  Pobllc  Ubrary.  the  Bos^n  Athen»iiip»  and  the  Harvard  College  Library. 
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ination.  Not  the  aim  to  collect  everything,  for  the  sake  of  complete- 
ncHS,  but,  outside  of  certain  acknowledged  limits,  the  aim  to  procure  that 
speeiiic  thing  which  the  definite  studies  or  desires  of  some  individual 
reader  have  shown  to  be  required.  Tlie  aim  of  the  public  library  differs 
from  that  of  the  college  library,  in  that  it  is,  on  the  whole,  less  exhaus- 
tive within  special  lines,  and  more  comprehensive  in  its  general  scope. 
It  differs  at  the  same  time  from  a  library  like  that  of  the  Providence 
Athenaeum,  in  that  the  books  of  the  latter  are  not  accessible  except  on 
the  payment  of  a  specified  charge,  and  also  in  the  fact  that  the  readers 
at  a  public  library  embrace  every  variety  of  taste,  cultivation,  and  in- 
telligence. It  is  for  this  reason  that  it  is  frequently  not  inappropriate 
to  add  the  same  work  to  both  libraries, — since  the  conditions  attending 
its  use  are  so  different. 

AIDS   TO   READERS. 

The  work  of  the  library  has  advanced  during  the  past  year,  substan- 
tially upon  the  same  lines  as  in  previous  years.  The  reader  has  been 
guided  to  a  knowledge  of  the  books  in  the  library,  by  the  card-catalogue, 
by  the  printed  "Finding-list"  and  "  Supplement,"  by  the  manuscript 
class-lists,  and  by  the  manuscript  announcements  of  new  books.  He 
has  had  his  attention  directed  to  special  topics,  b}*  the  manuscript 
"  Daily  notes,"  posted  on  the  bulletin -board  ;  by  the  weekly  notes,  in 
the  daily  newspapers ;  and  by  the  Monthly  Reference  Lists ^  published 
from  month  to  month.  He  has  still  farther  received  comprehensive  as- 
sistance and  direction,  not  only  from  the  librarian  himself,  but  from  the 
various  assistants,  some  of  whom  have  been  making  very  noteworthy 
and  very  gratifying  progress,  in  this  important  line  of  work ;  and  have 
acquired  a  facility  in  the  search  for  information,  and  in  the  consultation 
of  authorities,  which  cannot  fail  to  render  them  exceedingly  serviceable 
in  future.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  observe  here,  that  this  fact  is  of 
great  significance  as  connected  with  the  duration  of  the  term  of  service 
of  the  assistants.  With  each  additional  month  and  year  an  improvement 
may  be  reached,  which  renders  it  more  important  that  their  services 
should  be  retained.  A  word  may  be  here  said  as  to  the  weekly  lists  of 
references,  appearing  in  the  Journal*  and  Press,  There  is  perhaps  no 
other  city  in  which  the  daily  newspapers  have  been  more  constantly  and 

a.  The  publication  of  this  report  hu  been  unavoidably  delayed,  and  the  decease  of  tbe  late  ac« 
eomplisbed  editor  of  the  Joumalt  Mr.  George  W.  Danielson,  in  the  meantime  has  famished  an 
opportunity,  both  melancholy  and  grateful,  of  calling  attention  to  the  very  intelligent  interest  which 
he  has  manifested  in  this  library  from  the  beginning.  As  a  public^spirited  citizen  and  as  a  journalist, 
bis  support  was  characteristically  effective. 


effectively  of  service  in  connection  with  the  work  of  the  local  library 
than  has  been  the  case  in  Providence.  The  librarian  takes  pleasure  not 
only  in  acknowledging  the  value  of  this  cooperation,  but  in  testifying 
to  the  direct  and  positive  value  of  this  assistance  to  the  community. 
Jt  is  by  no  means  uncommon  for  readers  to  come  to  the  library  with 
these  lists  in  their  hands,  which  they  have  cut  from  the  newspapers,  and 
which  they  use  as  actual  courses  of  reading.  In  numerous  other  cases, 
also,  where  these  lists  are  not  actually  brought  to  the  library,  the  remark 
has  been  made  by  the  reader,  that  he  had  seen  the  works  which  he  ap- 
plied for  cited  in  one  of  the  daily  papers.  It  is  also  of  interest  to  know 
that  the  librarian  has  several  times  been  called  upon  to  answer  inquiries 
of  persons  in  other  states  who  were  purposing  to  subscribe  to  one  of 
these  papers  for  the  express  purpose  of  receiving  these  weekly  lists 
regularly. 

The  du*ect  outgrowth  of  the  publication  known  as  the  Monthly  Refer- 
ence  Lists^  from  the  existing  conditions  of  library  work,  and  the  needs 
of  readers,  has  been  mentioned  in  previous  reports.*     As  will  be  seen 
from  the  statement  made  in  the  preface  to  volume  iii.  of  this  publica- 
tion,^ it  is  the  purpose  of  the  librarian  to  relinquish  this  work  at  the 
end  of  the  current  year,  provided  that  some  one  can  be  found  to  carry 
it  forward  on  the  ^ame  plan.     Nothing  is  farther  from  his  intention  than 
to  cause  the  stoppage  of  this  periodical ;  but  with  the  gradually  develop- 
ing proportions  which  this  work  has  assumed,  and  with  the  even  greater 
increase  in  the  demands  which  the  other  departments  of  library  work 
are  coming  to  make  upon  him,  he  feels  that  he  can  no  longer  command 
the  time  needed  for  an  adequate  preparation  of  this  material.     It  would 
be  desirable  to  retain  the  connection  of  this  publication  with  the  library 
by  placing  it  in  the  hands  of  an  assistant,  if  possible.     This,  however, 
does  not  appear  to  be  practicable. 

Among  the  additional  aids  to  readers  which  should  be  mentioned  here, 
is  a  very  noteworthy  addition  to  our  collection  of  works  of  reference 
during  the  year.  From  636  volumes,  one  year  ago,  they  have  now  risen 
to  967. *"  Among  the  new  accessions,  moreover,  are  some  of  more  than 
usual  value  and  importance. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  American  Library  Association  at  Buffalo,  last 
August,  the  duty  of  presenting  the  annual  report  on  ^^  Aids  and  guides 
to  readers  *'  devolved  upon  the  librarian  of  this  library.     The  report 


a.  S«e  Fourth  annual  report,  p.  8-0;  Fifth  annual  report,  p.  8. 

b.  Monthly  He/erenc€  Li9t4i,  in.  Ui. 

c.  See  Appendix  No.  1. 
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has  since  been  printed  in  '^Papers  and  proceedings,  1883/'  p.  71-83, 
(also  in  Library  Journal^  Sept.-Oet.,  1883).  A  comparison  of  the 
methods  of  this  library  with  those  of  other  libraries  there  cited  will 
perhaps  be  found  to  be  interesting  and  suggestive. 

Another  incident  of  the  past  year  has  been  the  publication  by  the 
librarian  of  a  small  volume  entitled  ^^  Libraries  and  readers."  This 
volume  by  no  means  represents  a  deliberate  purpose  of  the  librarian  to 
prepare  such  a  book,  but  was  rather  a  direct  outgrowth  of  the  gradual 
and  steady  demands  upon  him  for  assistance  and  suggestions. 

The  immensely  valuable  assistance  in  all  library  work,  rendered  b}' 
Poole's  Index,  is  a  striking  commentary  on  the  methods  of  modem 
users  of  libraries.  Few  things  could  more  perfectly  illustrate  the  extent 
to  which  the  readers  who  now  use  public  libraries,  are  in  search  of  some 
definite  information,  on  a  specific  topic.  During  the  year  just  passed, 
the  same  system  of  cooperative  indexing  of  periodicals  has  been  carried 
forward,  and  the  material  thus  indexed  has  appeared  from  month  to 
month,  in  the  foim  of  a  printed  supplement  to  Poole's  Index.  This 
library  has  codperated  in  indexing  two  of  the  periodicals  thus  included. 
Should  the  proposed  plan  for  a  ^'  General  index  to  literature  "  be  suc- 
cessfully organized,  as  is  now  extremely  probable,  we  may  properly 
lend  our  aid  in  this  direction  also. 

The  benefits  of  cooperation  on  a  smaller  scale  are  to  be  seen  in  the 
publication,  in  April  last,  of  a  list  of  ^'  Periodicals  currently  taken  in 
the  libraries  and  reading  rooms  of  Providence,  R.  I."  The  list  com- 
prises nearly  220  separate  titles,  and  refers  to  what  is  to  be  found  in 
1 1  different  reading-rooms.  The  periodicals  taken  by  this  library  now 
number  102,  of  which  33  represent  the  additions  of  the  past  year. 
There  are  very  few  libraries  in  the  country  which  are  so  fortunate  as 
is  this,  in  respect  to  the  spaciousness,  light,  and  general  convenience 
of  their  reading-rooms ;  and  it  is  well  worth  while  to  equip  it  with 
reading  matter  in  as  adequate  a  measure  as  possible." 

NEEDS    OF   THE   LIBRARY,  AT   THE    END    OF   SIX   TEARS. 

Among  the  pressing  needs  of  the  library  which  have  been  cited  in 
one  or  another  of  the  successive  annual  reports  of  the  past  six  years, 
many  are  still  as  urgent  as  ever.  The  library  has  by  an  average  an- 
nual increase  of  2535  -h  advanced  in  6  years  from  a  collection  of  10,307 
volumes,  to  one  of  25,520,* — an  increase  of  about  150  per  cent.     Yet 

a.  Id  Appendix  10  will  be  found  a  iist  of  Huch  periodicals  a«  are  now,  (March,  1884),  currenUy 
received  at  this  library. 

b.  Bee  Appendix  No.  1. 
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the  number  of  readers  has  risen  in  5  years  by  an  average  annual  in- 
crease of  379  + ,  from  10,397  to  22,296'  ;  and  the  number  of  books  has 
at  no  time  kept  more  than  4,000  in  advance  of  the  number  of  readers. 
Nor  is  the  number  of  actually  registered  readers  the  only  fact  to  be 
considered.  This  shows  indeed  the  number  of  residents  of  the  city 
who  have  availed  themselves  of  the  library's  privileges  in  its  present 
entirely  inadequate  condition.  Very  different,  however,  would  be  the 
showing,  should  the  library  increase  its  resources  so  as  to  include  a 
collection  of  books  as  well  proportioned  to  the  total  population  as  is 
the  case  in  Boston,  in  Worcester,  or  in  Brookline.  Twenty-two  thou- 
sand readers  is  a  large  number  as  compared  with  the  number  of  books 
in  this  library,  but  it  is  a  small  number  as  compared  with  the  total 
population  of  the  city,-~estimated  at  120,000. 

If  now  we  examine  not  the  quantity  of  books  needed  by  the  library 
as  a  whole,  but  the  needs  of  paiticular  departments,  we  shall  find  that 
there  are  similarly  pressing  wants  to  be  supplied.  In  the  department 
of  government  and  state  publications,  in  the  files  of  periodical  litera- 
ture, in  works  on  the  arts  and  sciences,  and  in  works  of  history, — par- 
ticularly American  history, — progress  has  been  made,  which  is  gratify- 
iiig,  so  far  as  it  goes,  but  which  is  entirely  inadequate.  Nor  has  the 
library  made  that  progress  which  is  desirable,  towards  the  establish- 
ment of  a  permanently  endowed  fund  for  the  creation  of  a  distinctly 
planned  reference  department  which  is  eminently  fitting.  While  the 
library  has  been  suffering,  on  the  one  hand,  as  regards  the  demands 
made  upon  it  b}*  interested  and  intelligent  mechanics  and  other  skilled 
workmen,  it  has  l)eeu  suffering,  on  the  other  hand,  as  regards  its  rela- 
tion to  the  schools  of  the  city.  Very  early  in  the  history  of  the  library, 
in  fact  from  its  very  opening,  in  1878, — the  attempt  was  made  to  co- 
operate in  the  fullest  manner  with  the  teachers  and  pupils  of  the  various 
schools,  and  to  place  the  resources  of  the  library,  as  fully  as  possible, 
at  the  disposition  of  the  schools.  Very  gratifying  progress  was  made, 
and  the  cooperation  thus  begun  has  been  continued,  with  the  most  bene- 
ficial results,  up  to  the  present  time.  Yet,  although  the  efforts  in  this 
city  antedated  those  of  most  other  American  cities,  there  are  not  a  few 
places  which  may  be  mentioned,  in  which  the  results  secured  have  sur- 
passed in  value,  and  certainly  in  the  extent  of  their  influence,  those 
here  attained, — simply  because  in  these  other  instances  the  needed 
resources  of  money  and  books  have  been  freely  at  the  disposal  of  the 
libraries  in  question.     There  is  not  one  of  these  cities  in  which  such 

«.    Bee  Appendix  So.  8. 
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efforts  would  have  been  more  appropriately  put  forth,  than  in  Provi- 
dence. 

In  the  second  annual  report  the  strongest  of  emphasis  was  laid  upon 
the  fact  that  a  removal  to  new  and  enlarged  quarters  was  imperatively 
necessary.  The  next  report  happily  chronicled  the  fact  that  such  a  re- 
moval had  been  made,  and  that  the  library  was  now  well  equipped  as 
regarded  space,  accessibility,  quiet,  light,  heat,  and  other  important 
conditions.  The  relief  was  but  temporary ;  and  the  library  is  again 
brought  to  the  point  where  the  question  of  enlarged  quarters  demands 
immediate  attention.  Nor  is  it  fitting  that  an  institution  like  this  should 
be  compelled  to  resort  to  successive  shiftings  of  its  location,  finding  in 
each  case  only  a  temporary  abode.  Should  another  removal  be  made? 
every  consideration  would  seem  to  require  that  it  be  to  a  permanent 
home,  in  a  building  of  its  own.  Whether  the  library  may  at  present 
enter  upon  such  a  project  is  perhaps  questionable.  It  is  however  a 
matter  for  serious  consideration. 

And  this  brings  us  very  naturally  to  the  question  of  library  funds. 
The  year  just  closed  is  memorable  among  the  six  years  of  the  library's 
existence,  in  the  fact  that  it  has  witnessed  several  generous  donations 
to  its  funds.  Memorable  also,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  as  being  the  beginning 
of  a  new  period  in  its  history.  Now  that  the  generosity  and  public 
spirit  always  believed  to  characterize  the  intelligent  citizens  of  this  city 
has,  so  to  speak,  broken  the  ice,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  gifts  referred 
to  may  be  only  the  beginning  of  a  long  and  noble  succession  of  dona- 
tions which  shall  be  commensurate  with  the  needs  of  the  library,  the 
generosity  of  the  citizens,  and  the  high  reputation  of  the  city. 

In  1882,  Mr.  Joseph  A.  Barker,  himself  an  honored  member  of  the 
board  of  trustees,  addressed  a  letter  to  the  board,  proposing  to  pay 
over  to  its  funds  the  sum  of  $10,000,  provided  an  equal  sum  be  fur- 
nished from  other  sources.  In  July,  1883,  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Henry 
L.  Kendall,  a  public  spirited  manufacturer  of  this  city  for  many  years 
past,  it  was  found  that,  by  his  will,  not  only  an  equal  sum,  but  a  very 
much  larger  amount,  had  been  added  to  the  funds  of  the  library.  In 
December,  1883,  the  first  installment  of  this  generous  bequest,  $10,000, 
was  paid  over  to  the  library,  and  almost  immediately  thereafter,  the 
$10,000,  so  liberally  promised  by  Mr.  Barker  was  promptly  furnished. 
Although  the  precise  amount  of  the  Kendall  bequest  cannot  yet  be 
stated  with  accuracy,  it  is  certain  to  amount  to  a  sum  which  will  be  of 
very  material  service  in  helping  to  supply  the  library's  present  needs. 

It  would  be  unfortunate  should  the  impression  gain  ground  that  these 
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noble  accessions  to  the  library's  funds  are  all  that  are  needed.  On  the 
contrary,  they  should  be  regarded, — and  we  doubt  not  will  be  regarded, 
— as  only  a  beginning  in  the  direction  of  a  comprehensive  and  adequate 
l>olicy  of  endowment.  Even  with  these  funds,  the  library  is  not  yet  so 
well  situated,  proportionally  to  its  needs,  as  a  large  number  of  libraries 
in  other  New  England  cities  and  towns.  That  the  generous  impulse  of 
Providence  will  be  true  to  its  honorable  and  distinguished  history,  is 
sincerely  to  be  hoped. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

WILLIAM  E.  FOSTER. 
March  11,  1884. 
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APPENDIX  NO.  a.    . 

aOUBCBB  OP  ACCBBSIONS. 

„™™. 

No.. 
Jul.  1, 
188S. 

Added, 
in 
1888. 

No.. 
Jwi.  1. 
iSM. 

8.606 

13.HS 

SOS 

1.171 

8.803 

80 

8.77« 

668 

Deduct  total  withdniwali 

23.00S 

4.888 

36.801 
1.871 
25,590 

18 


PROVIDENCE    PUBLIC    LIBRARY. 


APPENDIX  NO.  3. 


GROSS  AND  NET  INCREASE. 


GAIN. 

il.— Prom  gifts 3,602 

B. — By  transfer,  exchange,  etc.,  60 
C. — Purchases. 

(1)  Books 1,086 

(2)  Periodicals  bound, 85 

4,833 

Totalgain, 4,833 

Deducting  total  loss, . . .      456 

Netgain, 4,377 

No.  of  vols..  Jan.  1, 1883, 21,143 

Present  no. 25,520 


LOSS. 

Books  condemned,  etc., 456 

No.  previously  withdrawn, ....      915 

Total  to  Dec.  31,  1883 1,371 

Vols,  in  library,  Jan.  1, 1884. . . .  25,520 

Total    accessions,    from    begin- 
ning,  26,891 


APPENDIX  NO.  4. 


CLASSIFICATION  OF  THE  ACCESSIONS. 


Exclusive  of  inch  volumes  from  the  Cooke  begitest,  as  have  been  classified  since 

Jan,  1,  1884. 


Bank  in  no.  of  vols,  added  in  1883. 

1.  Social  science, «965 

2.  Miscellaneous  literature, . . .  727 

3.  rUnassigned], 569 

4.  Biography 384 

5.  History 381 

6.  Fiction.  [Adult] 242 

7.  Geography 181 

8.  Philosophical  science, 169 

9.  Fiction,  [Juvenile] 96 

10.  Art 69 

11.  Natural  science 59 

12.  Practical  science 51 

^  ■ 

3  893 
No.  of  vols.,  Jan.  1,  1883 22^058 

25.951 

a«    Inclndefl  <ovenmient  reports,  etc. 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 


Bank  in  present  total  no,  of  vols. 

Social  science, «5,539 

Fiction,  [Adult], 3,850 

[Unassigned] 3,502 

History 2,312 

Biogniphy 2,138 

Miscellaneous  literature, . . .  2,000 

Geography 1,751 

Fiction,  [Juvenile] 1,462 

Philosophical  science, 1,299 

Natural  science 867 

Practical  science 791 

Art 440 

25,951 
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APPENDIX  NO.  5. 


CIRCULATION. 


A.      AOOREOATB. 

• 

s 

>i 

CO 

to 

Total  number  of  volumes 
used  at  library - .  - 

14,007 
90.685 

10.427 
93,386 

■ 

7,222 
67,620 

6.857 
83.320 

8,075 
82,519 

9,392 
85.486 

Total  number  taken 
home  use 

for 

•   >  • 

104,602 

103.813 

74.842 

90.177 

90.594 

94.878 

B.      USB  OF  THE  LIBRARY  WITHIN  THE 

ROOM. 

C.      BOOKS  TAKEN  FOR  HOME 

USE. 

Largest  use  on  any  day,  [Apr.  7].        89 
Smallest  on  any  day.  [Aug.  21]. .          4 
Largest  in  any  week,  [Jan.  1-6].      337 
Smallest  in  any  week,  [July  2-7]        59 
Largest  in  any  month,  [Nov.], . .    1,182 
Smallest  in  any  month,  [July],. .       417 

Average  monthly  use 782-r 

Average  weekly  use 180+ 

Averaire  daily  use 20+ 

[March  3] 649 

Jan.  10] 74 

March  12-17], 2,160 

July  2-71 1.150 

March] 9,328 

July] 5.796 

7,123+ 

1.644+ 

277+ 

No.  of  books  renewed,    8,415 

APPENDIX  NO.  6. 


RANK  OF  MONTHS. 


1  March 9,328 

2 January 7.588 


January 7,588 

SPebruary 7,572 

4  December 7,477 

6  November 7,439 

6April 7,366 

70ctol)er 7,362 

8May 7,312 

9  September 6,389| 

10  August 6,026 

11  June 5,831 

12July 5,796 

85,486 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 


November 280 

February 276 

October 270 

March 269 

January 265  } 

December 265  J" 

September 246 

August 175 

April 169 

May 130 

July 128 

June 122 

2.590 
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APPENDIX  NO.  7. 


CLASSIFICATION   OF   CIRCULATION. 


2 
8 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 


BT  THE   CLASSIFICATION   ADOPTED 
IN  THIS  LIBRARY. 


Fiction  (adult) 41.468 

•'      guvenile) 17.856 

Geography 5,266 

History 4.291 

Biography 8.778 

j  rUnassigned] 2.150 

( Miscellaneous 2.150 

Natural  Science 1.987 

Philosophical  science. . .  1,589 

Art 1,479 

Social  science 1.469 

Practical  science 1.219 

84.602 
Accidentally  unclassified.      884 

85.486 


\ 


Per 
cent- 
age. 

49.  + 
70.1 

21.1-1- 
6.8+ 
5.1+ 
4.  + 
2.6+ 
2.6-»- 
2.8+ 
1.9+ 
1.8+ 
1.8+ 
1.5+ 


100 


BY  THAT  OF  TB^D  AMERICAN 
LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION. 


A.  Literary  cUuset  (63,526,) 

Juveniles 17.856 

Prose  fiction . .  41,468 

Essays,   poems  dramas. 

etc 4,153 

Periodicals  (Literary). . .       49 

B.  Hutorieal  dosses  {23,336. ) 

Geography  and  travels.  5.266 

Biography 3.778 

History 4,291 

C.  Arts  and  sciences  (7, 741. ) 

Pine  arts 1,479 

Industrial  arts 1,219 

Natural  science 1,937 

Philology 98 

Social    and    political 

science 1.469 

Philosophy  and   theol- 
ogy   1.589 

84.602 

Accidentally  unclassified.      884 

85.486 
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REGISTRATION. 


Jan.  1, 
188S. 

Total  no.  of  registration  numbers  occupied 19.755 

Total  number  cancelled 785 

Total  new  names.  1883. 

No.  from  beginning 20.490 

Daily  average,  1883. 


The  year 
1888. 

2.616 

26 

2.590 

8+ 


Jan  1, 
1884. 

22.871 
751 

23,122 
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APPENDIX  NO.  9. 

REGISTRATION   BY  WARDS. 


Name  of 
the  ward. 


Rank  by 

population. 

June  1,  1883. 


1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 


Tenth 22,211 

Ninth 16.767 

First 15,198 

Eighth 14,189 

Seventh 10,178 

Fifth 9,595 

Third 9,460 

Fourth 6,988 

Sixth 6.566 

Second 5.603 


Rank  by  absolute 

no.  of  cards  at 
end  of  5th  year. 


116.755 


1. 
2. 
8. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 


Ninth 2,716 

First 2,340 

Fifth 2,198 

Eighth 2,177 

Fourth 1,936 

Tenth 1,762 

Seventh 1,752 

Third 1,647 

Sixth 1,620 

Second 1,590 


Percentage  of 
population. 
f5th  year.] 


19.738 


1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 


Second 28.8 

Fourth 27.7 

Sixth 24.6 

Fifth 22.9 

Third 17.4 

Seventh 17.2 

Ninth 16.1 

First 15.8 

Eighth 15.8 

Tenth 07  9 


No.  registered,  6th  year. 


1.  Ninth 278 

2.  Fourth 261 

3.  Fifth 251 

4.  Seventh 229 

5.  Second 216 

6.  Tenth 190 

7.  Eighth 184 

8.  First 180 

9.  Sixth 169 

10.     Third 145 

2,103 
Kumber  accidentally 

omitted 515 


Present  absolute  number 

of  cards. 

[Jan.  1. 1884.] 


2.618 
Add  number  at  be- 
ginning of  year.  .19,488 

22,056 


1.  Ninth 2,994 

2.  First 2,521 

3.  Fifth 2,450 

4.  Eighth 2.362 

5.  Fourth 2,198 

6.  Seventh 1,981 

7.  Tenth 1,952 

8.  Second 1,807 

9.  Third 1.792 

10.  Sixth 1,790 

21,847 

No.  accidentally 

omitted 515 


Present  percentage 

of  the 

population. 


1.  Second 32.2 

2.  Fourth 81.4 

3.  Sixth  27.2 

4.  Fifth 25.5 

5.  Seventh 19.4 

6.  Third 18.9 

7.  Ninth 17.8 

8.  Eighth 16.6 

9.  First 16.5 

10.    Tenth 08.7 


22,362 


At  end  of 
Ist  year. 


At  end  of  5th  year. 


Total  east  side 
wards 

Total  west  side 
wards 

Tenth  ward. . . 


8,063 

6,322 
1.048 


10.428 


5,577 


12,399 
1.762 


M  (Nnmbor  aeotd«iiUU7 


omitted). 


19.742 


At  end  of  6th  year. 


6.120 

13,775 
1,952 


21,847 
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LIST  OF  PERIODICALS  CURRENTLY  RBCEITED. 


American  Agriculturist. 

American  Architect. 

American  Journal  of  Philology. 

American  Journal  of  Science. 

American  Machinist. 

American  Naturalist. 

Art  Folio. 

Atlantic  Monthly. 

Bibliographer. 

Blackwood's  Magazine. 

Book  Buyer. 

Bookmart. 

Book  Notes,  [Rider's.] 

Bookseller. 

Boston  Athenseum,  [Bulletin.] 

Boston  Journal  of  Chemistry. 

Bradstreet^s. 

British  Quarterly  Review. 

Brunonian. 

Bulletin  Mensuel. 

Bulletin  of  the  Boston  Public  Library. 

Century. 

Chautauquan. 

Chatterbox. 

Civil  Service  Record. 

Congressional  Record. 

Contemporary  Review. 

Continent. 

Critic  and  Good  Literature. 

Dial. 

Edinburgh  Review. 

Education.  • 

Foreign  Eclectic. 

Fortnightly  Review. 

Frank  Leslie's  Illustrated  Newspaper. 

Gardener's  Monthly  Magazine. 

Harper's  Bazar. 

Harper's  Monthly. 

Harper's  Weekly. 

Harper's  Young  People. 

Harvard  University  Bulletin. 

Illustrated  London  News. 

Journal  of  Education. 

John  Hopkins  University  Circulars. 


John  Hopkins  University  Studies  in  His- 
torical and  Political  Science. 

Journal  of  Comparative  Medicine  and 
Surgery. 

Latine. 

Legal  Bibliography. 

Library  Chronicle. 

Library  Journal. 

Library  of  Cornell  University. 

Lippincott's  Magazine. 

Literary  News. 

Literary  World. 

Littell's  Living  Age. 

Lithographer. 

Magazine  of  American  History. 

Mastery. 

Monthly  Gazette  of  English  Literature. 

Monthly  Notes. 

Monthly  Reference  Lists. 

Musical  Times. 

Narragansett  Historical  Register. 

Nation. 

Nature. 

New  England  Historical  and  Genealogi- 
cal Register. 

New  Jerusalem  Magazine. 

Newport  Historical  Magazine. 

Nineteenth  Century. 

North  American  Review. 

Official  Gazette  of  the  United  States 
Patent  Office. 

Old  Testament  Student. 

Our  Dumb  Animals. 

Outing  and  the  Wheelman. 

Popular  Science  Monthly. 

Popular  Science  News. 

Princeton  Review. 

Psyche. 

Publishers'  Circular. 

Publishers'  Weekly. 

Punch. 

Quarterly  Review. 

Railroad  Age. 

Random  Notes. 
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APPENDIX  JN^O.  lO.—Coniinued, 


Saint  Nicholas. 

Saturday  Review. 

Scandinavia. 

Science. 

Scientific  American. 

Scientific  American  Supplement. 

Spectator. 

Sunday  School  Times. 

Trttbner's  Literary  Record. 


Tuftonian. 

Ueber  Land  und  Meer. 

Unitarian  Review. 

Unity. 

Van  Nostrand's  Engineering  Magazine. 

Westminster  Review. 

Wide  Awake. 

Workshop. 


APPENDIX  NO.  11. 


MEMORANDUM  OF   VACANCIES  IN  FILES  OF  PERIODICALS  TO  BE  FILLED. « 


American  Agriculturist  (The),  v.  1-24,  86.     [1842-64,  1877.] 
American  Architect  and  Building  News,  v.  1-2.     [1877.] 
American  Artisan  (The),  v.  1-rO,  11,  15-18.     [1865-70,  1872,  1874.] 
American  Gas-light  Journal  (The),  v.  1-25.     [1865-76.] 
American  Journal  of  Insanity  (The),  v.  1-12.     [1850-56.] 
American  Journal  of  Numismatics  (The),  v.  1-13.     [1866-78.] 
JLmerican  Journal  of  Science  and  Arts  (The),  v.  100-10. 117-19.     [1875, 1878-79.] 
American  Machinist  (The),  v.  1-2.     [1877-78.] 
American  Monthly  Magazine  (The),  v.  1-2.     [1816-17.] 
American  Museum  (The),  v.  2-3.     [1787-88.J 
American  Naturalist  (The),  v.  6-11.     [1871-77.] 
American  Publishers'  Circular  (The),  v.  1-2.     [1855-56.] 
American  Review  (The)  and  the  American  Whig  Review,  v.  1-5.     [1842-46.] 
A^raerican  Theological  Review  (The),  v.  3-6.     [1861-64.] 
Annual  Record  of  Science  and  Industry  (The),  v.  2-4.     [1872-74.] 
Appleton's  Journal,  v.  8,  7.  10,  23-26.     [1870.  1872-8,  1879-81.] 
A.rt  Journal,  s.  2,  v.  1-12.  14-20.     [1849-61.  1861-5.] 
Art  Journal,  s.  3,  v.  1-5,  7.     [1866-68,  1871.] 
Art  Union,  v.  1-9.     [1838-47.] 
Artizan  (The),  v.  1-3.     [1867-69.] 
Athenteum  (The),  v.  2-100.     [1828-77.] 
Atheneum  (The),  v.  1-13.     [1817-23.] 
Atlantic  Monthly  (The),  v.  40.     [1877.] 
Baptist  Quarterly  (The),  v.  1-5,  7-8.     [1867-71.  1873-4.] 
Bibliotheca  Sacra  (The),  v.  1-11,  13-20.     [1844-54,  1856-63.] 
Blackwood's  Magazine,  v.  1-46.  49-54,  71-2.     [1817-39.  1841-3,  1852,  1862-6, 
1868.] 

a.  Tbl«  list  is  famUbed  with  Uie  porpoee  of  indicatlDg  to  aucb  friends  of  tbe  library'  as  raay 
possess  odd  numbers  or  Incomplete  sets  of  periodicals,  a  very  practical  way  of  benefiUng  tbe 
library.    Tbe  ▼olomes  sjid  years  above  entered  are  tbe  ones  WAimD  by  tbe  library. 
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Boston  Journal  of  Chemistry  (The),  v.  1-4,  12.     [1866-9,  1878.] 

Boston  Review  (The),  v.  3,  5.  6.     [1863,  1865,  1866.] 

British  Quaiterly  Review  (The),  v.  1-52,  62.     [1844-70,  1875.] 

Brunonian  (The),  v.  1-14.     [1867-81.] 

Builder  (The),  v.  1-18,  30.     [1843-60,  1871.] 

Chemical  News  (The),  v.  1.     [1867.] 

Christian  Examiner  (The)  and  Religious  Miscellany,  v.  1-25,  31-35, 37.     [1828-38, 

1841-43.] 
Christian  Monitor  (The),  v.  1,  4-8.     [18a5,  1808-10.] 
Christian  Observer  (The),  v.  1-13.     [1802-14,] 
Cobbett»8  Political  Register,  v.  1-3,  9,  16-40,  42-^,  53.     [1802-3,  1806,  1809-21, 

1823-24.] 
Commercial  and  Financial  Chronicle  (The),  v.  1-11,  14,  16.     [1865-70,  1873.] 
Contemporary  Review  (The),  v.  1-33.     [1866-78.] 
Cultivator  (The),  v.  1-4.     [1844-46.] 
Eclectic  Magazine  (The),  v.  1-49.  53,  84.     [1844-61,  1875.] 
Edinburgh  Review,  v.  42-45.  47,  51-60.  64,  84-88.  90,  92,  94-95.  97-98.  101-3. 

109-110.    [1825-27. 1828. 1830-34. 1836-37, 1841, 1846, 1850, 1852-53. 1855-56, 

1859.] 
Engineering,  v.  1-3.     [1866-67.] 
Every  Saturday,  v.  1-11.     [1868-73.] 
Famille  (La),  v.  1-20.     [1860-79.] 

Farmer  and  Mechanic  (The),  v.  1,  6-9.     [1845-47.  1850.  1852.] 
Fortnightly  Review  (The),  v.  1-30,  35.     [1865-78.] 
Frank  Leslie's  Illustrated  Newspaper,  v.  1-45.     [1855-77.] 
Galaxy  (The),  v.  1-6,  9-10.  14-17,  22.     [1866-68,  1870,  1872-74,  1876.] 
Gardener's  Monthly  (The),  v.  1-20.     [1859-78.] 
Hardwick's  Science  Gossip,  v.  1-5.     [1866-70.] 
Harper's  Bazar,  v.  1-10.     [1868-77.] 
Harper's  Weekly,  v.  1-13,  16-20.     [1857-69,  1872-76.] 
Harvard  Register,  v.  1-2.     [1880.] 
Hebrew  Student  (The),  v.  1.     [1881-82.] 
Illustrated  Magazine  of  Art  (The),  v.  1.     [1852.] 
International  Monthly  Magazine  (The),  v.  1.     [1850.] 
International  Review  (The),  v.  1-4,  6-9.     [1874-77,  1879-80.] 
Iron  Age  (Thd),  v.  1-13,  15.  17.     [1868-76.] 
Journal  of  Health  (The),  v.  1-9.     [1854-63.] 

Journal  of  the  Franklin  Institute,  v.  1-88,  95-104.     [1826-69,  1823-77.] 
Knickerbocker,  v.  1-7,  9-16,  18-19,  22.  24,  26-29.     [1833-41.  1843-47.] 
Lippincott's  Magazine,  v.  1-14,  17-20.     [1868-77.] 
Literary  World  (The),  v.  1-3,  6-7.  11.     [1870-72,  1875-76.] 
London  and  Dublin  Magazine,  v.  1-7.     [1841-47.] 
London  Society,  v.  1-4,  7-13.     [1862-63.  1856-58.] 
Manufacturer  and  Builder,  v.  1,  3-9.     [1874.  1875-79.] 
Massachusetts  Monthly  (The),  v.  1-3.     [1791-92.  J 
Merchants'  Magazine  (The),  v.  29,  33-43.  61.      [1855-60,  1869.] 
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Missionary  Herald  (The),  v.  1-64.  67,  69-76.     [1826-68.  1871.  1873-80.] 

Museum  of  Foreign  Literature  and  Science,  v.  1,  3.     [1826-27.] 

Nation  (The)  v.  1-3,  9.     [1865-66,  1869.] 

Nature,  v.  1-11,  15-21.     [1869-74,  1877-79.] 

New  Englander,  v.  1-86.     [1843-77.] 

m\es'  Weekly  Register,  v.  6-7.  9-12,  20,  31,  34,  36,  38.     [1814-15,  1816-17,  1621, 

1827.  1828,  1829,  1830. 
INineteeDth  Century,  v.  1-4.     [1877-78.] 
INorth  American  Review,  v.  6-8,  105-7,  118.     [1818-19,  1868.] 
I<Iorth  British  Review,  v.  1-13,  16,  18,  20.     [1844-46,  1848-50.  1853-54.] 
Portfolio  (The),  v.  1-4.  6-12.     [1809-10,  1811-14] 
Poultry  World  (The),  v.  1-5.     [1872-74.] 
Princeton  Review  (The),  v.  1-47.     [1825-77.] 
Prospective  Review  (The),  v.  1-11.     [1839-49.] 
Publishers'  Weekly  (The),  v.  1-11.     [1871-76.] 
X>unch,  V.  1-25,  27,  49,  57,  61,  70,  73,  82.     [1841-53,  1856-65.  1867.  1869.  1871, 

1876-77.] 
X^utnam's  Magazine,  v.  1-30.     [1858-77.] 
<3uarterly  Review,  v.  1-15.  18-20,  22,  24.  29,  40.  60.  80-«l,  88.  100-2,  105-22. 

140.     [1809-16.  1817-18,  1819,  1821,  1823,  1847.  1851,  1857.  1859-66. 
Kevue  des  Deux  Mondes,  v.  1-15,  3»-43,  47-48.     [1821-75.  1880.] 
Hural  Affairs,  v.  1-3.     [182(^20.] 

fVrientific  American  (The),  v.  1,  5-4,  6,  8,  42-3.     [1858-59.  1860-61,  1862,  1863.] 
Scientific  American  Supplement,  v.  1-8.     [1876-79.] 
"Xechnische  Blaetter,  v.  1-9.     [1869-77.]    . 
Temple  Bar,  v.  1-26,  29-30.     [1860-69,  1870.] 
Times  (The),  weekly  edition,  v.  1.     [1877.] 
XJeber  Land  und  Meer,  v.  1-38.  42.     [1860--77.] 
XJniUrian  Review  (The)  and  Religious  Magazine,  v.  1-16.     [1874-81.] 
XJnited  States  Magazine  (The),  v.  1-20.     [1837-44.] 

V"an  Nostrand's  Ecclectic  Engineering  Magazine,  v.  1,  10-22.     [1869,  1874-80.] 
AiVillis's  Current  Notes,  v.  1.     [1851.] 
^^Testminster  Review,  v.  9,  14-20.  24-28,  30-34,  39,  47-49,  51-56,  58,  60,  62-86. 

[1828.  1831-33,  1836-40.  1847-48,  1850-^1,  1855-56.] 
M^orkiog  Farmer  (The),  v.  1-11.     [1849-60.] 
Mrorkshop  (The),  v.  1-2,  5-9.     [1866-69,  1872-76.] 

'ear  Book  of  Facts  in  Science  and  Arts,  v.  1-11.     [1840-50.] 
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Total  Qumbcr  of  volumes,  Including  reports,  given  duriog  the  year  1883 .     3.602 

Total  number  given  from  the  beginning. 15,751 

Total  number  of  donors  in  1888 281 


Allen,  E.  G.,  London.  England 

Allen,  Professor  W.  P.,  Uuiveraliy  of  Wisconsin, 
Hadison,  Wis. 

AmericiW  Institute  of  iDBlructloo  

American  News  Co.,  New  York 

American  Unitarian  Association,  Boston,  Mass 

•Ames  Free  Library,  North  Easton,  Mass | 

•[Andrews,  William,  Hull,  England] 

Ang^ell,  President  James  B.,  University  of  Michigan, 
Ann  Arbor,  Mich 

Anthony,  Hon.  Henry  B.  [Uniied  Blates  Senator], 
Washington,  D.  C 

Appleton,  Professor  John  H.  [Brown  University], . 

Apprentices'  Library.  BeeQ«neraI  Society  of  Me- 
chanics and  Tradesmen 

Astor  Library,  New  York 

Austin,  Miss  Katharine  H 

Austin,  Bamiiel 

BailFv.  Prnfmiulr  W    W    fRrnvn   ItnivAPailvl 


■0  parKxIlcili  Id  eiolmKe. 
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Bigelovv  Free  Public  Library,  Clinl' 

Biilingg,  John  B.,  H.  D.     See  Unit 
geon-Geaeral's  Office 

Birmingham  Free  Library,  Birroiog 

•Blaiidell,  A.  F.,  M,  D 

BlisB,  Qeorge  N,,  East  Provideoce. . 

BoBton,  city  of,— Alvata  Peters,  city 

Boston  AtheDKum.  Boeton.  Hum.  . . 

-fBoston  Public  Library,  Boetoo,  Hi 

Bowdoin  College,  Brunswick,  Me. . . 

Bradlce,  Rev.  C.  D  ,  Boston,  Mass. . 

Bridgeport  Public  Library,  Bridgep 

Brookline  Public  Library,  Brooklitu 

Brooklyn  Library.  Brooklyn.  N.  T. 

Brooks,  Miss  Martha  H 

Bronaon,  Silas.    See  Bassett,  H.  F. . 

Brown  UniTereity.  F.  W.  Douglas,  i 
'[BmnoniMi,  Editors  of,  Brown  Un 

SacUio,  Mrs.  James  C 

Cxrleto      -  -   - 

CentuT] 

CiMtce. 

Cbapin, 

Cbase, 

Chase, 

•[ChMl 

Cbicagi 

Cincinn 

City  Lil 

City  Lil 

Cobden 

C<^^sw« 

Colby  t 

Collet,  < 

Colnmb 

Concort 

Cooke, . 

Cornell 
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Crowell,  T.  T.  &  Co.  

fCrnnden,  P.  H.,  librarian,  Bt  I^uIh  I 

Library,  St.  Louie,  Mo 

Ciwhine,  O.  W 

Dayton  Public  Library,  Dayton,  O.. . , 

Deffner,  Dr.  H.,  Athens,  Oreece 

'[Dial,  publiehers  of,  Chicago,  III.].... 

DrowDC,  Henry  T.,  New  York 

Drury  College,  Springfield.  Mo 

Duront,  Mrs.  H.  F.,  Wellealey,  Haaa. . 

E«mes,  Hon.  B.  T 

Eaton,  Hon.  John.    See  United  Slatei 

Education 

Eitel.F.H 

'[Essex  Institute,  Salem,  Mass] 

Fall  River  Public  Library 

Famnm,  Alexander 

Fisher,  C.  H.,  H.D.     See  Rhode  Islan 

Board  of  health 

Fletcher,  William  I.,  librarian,  Amb 

Amherat,  Mass. 

Fletcher  Free  Library.  Burlington,  Vi 

Foster,  William  E. 

Free  Public  Library,  Concord,  Mass. . 
Free  Public  Library,  Lawrence,  Mass. 
Free  Public  Library,  Worcester,  Masa 

Freese,  Clarence 

Funk  ft  Wagaalis,  New  York 

Gardner,  Henry  W.,  postmaster 

Garrett,  John  W. ,  Baltimore,  Md 

General  Society  of  Mechanics  and  Tra 

York 

Georgia  Historical  Society 

Green,  a  A..  M.D 

Guild,  R.  A.,  LL.D 

Harden,  William,  Savannah,  Ga. 

•[Harper,  William  K.,  Morgan  Park.  : 


*  In  excbaags.  t  ThrM  bul]*lliij,  li 
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Littlefield,  O. 
Loring,  Hod.  I 

of  agric 
Lowe,  Mrs  Mi 
Lowell  Cltjr  L 
Lowell  Publu 
Lynn  Public  i 
Macullar,  Par 
Maiden  Publi< 
Mftnchester  C 
Mmrble,  A.  P 

Worcesl 
Marble,  E.  M. 
Mftstachnsett 
MuB&chutett 

to  animE 
Msuran,  MiM 
Maxwell,  Mrs 
Mechanic*'  In 
Mercantile  Li 
Mercantile  LI 
Mercantile  Li 
Miller,  U.  O.. 
Miacellaneout 
Monson  Free 
Montague,  Re 
Moore,  (jeorg 

York... 
Morse,  R.  C. 
Mowrr,  W.  A 
Mowrj  &  Got 
New  Jerusale. 

New  York,  St 
New   York    i 

library. 
Newburyport 
Newcomb,  Pri 

America 
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Stockwell,  Hon.  Tbomas  B.  See  Rhode  Island, 
State  of — Commigaioner  of  schoolB 

Sturdy,  Lieut.  E.  W.,  U.  8.  A.  See  Uoited  States 
— American  epliemeris 

Swansea  Puhiic  Library,  Swansea,  Wales..... 

Taft,  Royal  C 

Tanner,  Hiss  A.  A 

Taaaton  Public  Library 

Teller,  Hod.  H.  H.  SeeUnited  Slates— Departmcat 
of  the  Interior 


•(n. 
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•  »F  TIIK 


L I  B  K  A  H  I  A  N 


IF    riiK 


^ 


prariilcnce  pnltliij  ICibrarjjt 


For  the  Year  ending  December  31,  18B4 


P  U  (»  V  ID  E  X  0  E  : 

E.    I..   FKKEMAN   *   CO.,    1>KISTP;KS  To  TIIK  STATK. 
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SEVENTH   ANNUAL    REPORT 


OF  THE 


LIBRARIAN 


OF  THE 


Ptt0dd^ni:e  pnblii;  1|ikrargt 


For  the  Year  ending  December  31,  1884. 


PROVIDENCE: 

L   L.   FKEEMAN  ft  CO.,    PRINTERS  TO  THE  STATE. 

1884. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  PROVIDENCE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


trustees: 


His  Honor,  the  Mayor,  Hon.  Thomas  A.  Dotle, 


Joseph  A.  Barker, 
Frank  E.  Richmond, 
William  T.  Nicholson, 
Edward  I.  Nickerson, 
Charles  W.  Parsoks,  M.  D. 
Hon.  John  H.  Stiness, 


Rev.  Dr.  David  H.  Greer. 
Professor  John  L.  Lincoln, 
Benjamin  F.  Thurston, 
Nicholas  Sheldon, 
George  F.  Lebte, 
Rowland  Hazard. 


PRESi dent: 


Frank  E.  Richmond. 


treasurer: 


William  T.  Nicholson. 


SEC  RET ART  : 


Edward  I.  Nickerson. 


LIBRARIAN: 


William  E.  Foster, 


Annual  meeting,  2d  Friday  in  February;  quarterly  meetings,  2d 
Friday  of  May,  August  and  November;  weekly  meeting  of  library 
committee,  Wednesdays  at  4.30,  P.  M. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Librarian. 


To  THE  Board  of  Trustees: 

Gentlemen: — I  have  the  honor  to  present  herewith  my  seventh 
annnal  report,  covering  the  operations  of  the  year  1884. 

6SVEEAL  statement.* 

The  books  in  the  library  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  consisted  (1)  of 
9776  volnmes  obtained  by  purchase ;  (2)  568  received  as  exchanges, 
transfers,  etc.* ;  and  (8)  16,547  gifts  from  various  donors.  Deducting 
1371  which  had  been  withdrawn,  these  comprised  a  total  of  25,520." 

The  6482  volumes  added**  during  the  year  just  closed  have  included 
(1)  1440  obtained  by  purchase ;  (2)  126  received  as  exchanges,  trans- 
fers, etc. ;  and  (8)  4916  gifts  from  various  donors ;'  making,  therefore, 
after  deducting  the  852  volumes  withdrawn^  during  the  year,  a  present 
total  of  31,650.'    The  net*  increase  is  therefore  6180. 

the  tear's  growth.' 

The  past  year  is  noteworthy  among  the  seven  years  of  the  library's 
existence,  in  both  the  extent  and  the  nature  of  the  accessions.  In  only 
one  previooB  year  has  the  annual  increase  even  approached  that  of  this 
year.^    Moreover,  in  no  previous  year  have  the  additions  been  of  greater 

«.    See  Appeodiz  No.  1. 

^.    TkeM  ecNnprlM  aec  only  Uie  wotk»  received  m  the  result  of  eiolMuigee  with  other  llbnuriee,  but 
cee^e  of  binding  periodieele,  (enbeeribed  for  or  otherwise),  end  pepercoTered  pemphleta. 

c.  See  Sixth  wumnl  report,  p.  S,  17. 

d.  See  Appendix  No.  S. 

«.  The  elphebetieni  reeord  of  donors  will  be  fonnd  in  Appendix  No.  12. 

/.  Tkeee  withdrawnle  are  largely  comprised  under  ^e  heed  of  books  worn  ent,  but  cover  also 
thoee  which  have  bean  loel  and  paid  ior,  sold,  exchanged,  or  stolen,  etc.    Bee  Appendix  No.  8. 

f.  See  Appendix  No.  1. 

A.  The  groae  innriaat  la  648S.    See  Appendix  No.  S. 

i.  See  Appendix  No.  2;  also  Appendix  No.  9. 

J.  IMS.    See  Sixth  annual  report,  p.  17.    Bee  also  Appendix  No.  9,  of  this  report. 
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importance  and  value,  whether  received  as  purchases  or  as  gifts.  Among 
the  former  should  be  mentioned  the  244  volumes  from  the  library  of  the 
late  Alexander  Farnum.'  For  these  244  volumes  the  sum  of  $458.00 
was  expended,  representing  an  average  cost  per  volume  of  a  little  less 
than  $2.00.  When  it  is  remembered  that  in  this  private  library  each 
work  was  ^^at  its  best,"  so  far  as  edition,  binding,  and . condition  are 
concerned,  it  will  be  seen  that  this  acquisition  is  a  most  important  one. 
It  should  be  added,  moreover,  that  these  additions  represented  material 
most  urgently  needed^  in  our  own  collection ;  and  that,  out  of  the  62 
lots,  only  20,  (less  than  one-third),  could  be  described  as  still  in  print. 
The  remainder  are  out  of  print,  and  scarce.  It  results  also  that  by  this 
action,  this  library  has  secured  for  permanent  preservation  a  larger 
number  of  volumes  than  any  other  one  person  or  institution,  within  the 
limits  of  this  city,  from  the  dispersion  of  this  extremely  valuable 
private  library. •  The  volumes  will  serve  to  a  certain  extent  as  a  me- 
morial of  a  most  assiduous  friend  of  this  institution,  who,  as  a  trustee' 
of  the  library  from  the  beginning,  had  watched  its  growth  with  a  pecu- 
liar and  intimate  interest. 

Next  should  be  mentioned  the  purchase  of  the  extremely  valuable 
Fiske  Harris  collection  of  works  on  slavery  and  the  rebellion.  Begun 
many  years  since  by  the  late  Caleb  Fiske  Harris,*  it  was  developed  by 
him  with  rare  opportunities  for  extending  its  scope,  until  it  became  one 
of  the  few  important  collections  on  this  subject  in  the  country.^  We 
have  spoken  of  it  as  a  purchase,  and  this  language  is  correct ;  yet  wlien 
it  is  considered  that,  out  of  the  entire  sum  paid  for  it,  ($2,000.00),  the 


a.  Mr.  Farnura'H  library,  numbering  about  4500  volumes,  was  among  the  cboicest  of  those  de- 
scribed In  Rogers'  **  IVivate  Libraries  of  Providence.**  It  was  surpassed  by  few  collections  in  the 
department  of  English  Literature.  This  library  was  sold  at  auction  in  New  York,  during  the  3d 
week  In  November,  1884. 

b.  Among  these  may  be  mentioned  Ellis's  *'  Original  letters  of  the  Kings  of  Kngland  ;'*  Godwin** 
"  History  of  the  Commonwealth;"  Schoolcraft's  *' Indian  tribes;"  the '*  Orenville  papers;"  the 
"  Somers  tracts;  '*  the  "  Roxburgh  library; "  Munsell's  "  Historical  series;  "  Lubke's  **  History  of 
sculpture;"  Walpole's  "  Painting  in  England  ;  "  Shaw's  "Elizabethan  architecture;"  Shaw's  Bn- 
cyclopaedia  of  ornament ;  "  Drake's  **  Shakespeare  and  his  times ;  "  Lichtenstein's  **  Holland  Hoase  ;** 
Robinson's  "  Parks  and  gardens  of  Paris; "  and  the  complete  works  of  Dryden,  Richardaon,  Tern, 
pie,  Burke  and  Bums. 

c.  For  a  description,  see  Rogers's  "  Private  libraries  of  Providence,"  p.  166-78. 

(I.  Mr.  Famum  was  chosen  a  trustee  at  large,  in  18T7 ;  and  whm  hoou  after  elected  treaaorer,  which 
position  he  held  until  his  death.  He  also  rendered  important  service  as  a  member  of  the  library 
committee.  His  death,  which  occurred  May  11, 1884,  was  a  great  loss  to  the  library,  as  well  m»  to 
the  librarian  personally.    His  interest  In  the  library  was  at  all  times  constant  and  hearty. 

e.    See  Rogers's  "  Private  libraries  of  Providence,"  p.  200. 

/.  See  the  notes  on  this  collection,  in  The  NdtUm,  Oct.  2, 1884,  p.  288 ;  and  Oct.  16, 1884,  p.  8S4. 
See  also  Rider's  Book  Notes,  Sept.  27,  1884,  v.  2,  p.  46. 
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sam  of  $1909.00  came  into  the  hands  of  the  trustees  as  a  gift,*  for  the 
express  purpose  of  secaring  this  collection,  (thus  leaving  only  $91.00 
to  be  directly  appropriated  for  it  from  the  funds  of  the  library,  it  almost 
requires  to  be  classed  as  a  gift.  Of  the  value^  of  this  admirable  collec- 
tion, the  librarian  has  already  written,  in  detail,  in  the  Providence  Jour- 
nal, of  Oct.  8,  1884. 

A  third  accession  is  the  valuable  gift  to  the  library,  from  the  heirs  of 
the  late  Sullivan  Dorr,  of  several  hundred  volumes,'  together  with  many 
invaluable  pamphlets  and  reports.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that,  of  the 
publications  herein  comprised,  no  less  than  196  fall  within  the  depart- 
ment covered  by  the  Fiske  Harris  collection  ;  in  numerous  instances 
supplementing  the  deficiencies  there  existing.' 

A  fourth  accession  is  that  received  as  a  bequest  from  the  late  Hon. 
Henry  B.  Anthony,'  United  States  Senator  from  Rhode  Island  from 
1859  to  1884.  During  a  large  part  of  this  time.  Senator  Anthony  was 
a  member  of  the  Senate  Committee  on  Printing,  (and  for  22  years  its 
chairman),  and  was  thus  unusually  familiar  with  the  publications  of  the 
United  States  government.  His  bequest  to  this  library  comprises  a 
collection  of  these  publications  numbering  1,323;  thus  furnishing  an 
excellent  nucleus  for  subsequent  more  complete  supplies  of  the  pub- 
lications of  the  United  States  government.  It  is  hoped  that  at  no  dis- 
tant day  the  library  may  be  thus  furnished/ 

Another  important  gift  is  that  from  Mrs.  D.  A.  Hunt,  comprising  a 
partially  complete  set  of  the  Providence  Journal ,  from  1861  to  1884.*' 


a.  In  1M2  fund«  were  collected  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  hospital  library  at  Portsmouth 
^Urove,  a  project  which,  however,  was  never  carried  through.  Tliete  funds,  lying  at  interest,  amount- 
^m1  in  July  last,  to  $1,909.00;  a  sum  which,  by  vote  of  the  then  trustees  of  the  fund,  (Bishop  (Mark, 
Rev.  Augustus  Woodbury,  Ex-governor  W.  W.  Hoppin,  and  others),  was  placed  at  the  dispOMil  of 
^bis  library  for  this  express  purpose.  This  most  fitting  disposition  of  the  funds  has  met  with  the 
^Dost  wide-spread  expressions  of  approval. 

6.  The  JfatUm,  as  above  cited,  (Oct.  16, 1884,  p.  334),  after  touching  upon  the  characteristic  fea- 
"^ores  of  the  collection,  remarks  that  it  **  will  evidently  prove  invaluable  to  the  working  student." 

c.  The  exact  nombers  are  283  volumes,  145  reports,  692  pamphlets,  77  volumes  of  periodicaln,  and 
separate  numbers  of  periodicals.    Among  these  are  Included  IS  volumes  of  the  Providenc(>  Janr- 

il,  and  several  volumes  of  other  dally  newspapers. 

d.  Sae  Appendix  No.  11,  for  the  main  sub-divisions  of  the  Fiske  Harris  collection. 

«.  Senator  Anthony's  death  occurred  at  his  residence  in  Providence,  Sept.  2, 1884.  Besides  the 
%>eqnest  to  this  library,  above  referred  to,  he  left  to  the  Brown  University  Library  his  exceedingly 
"Valuable  collection  of  American  poetry,  formerly  a  portion  of  the  Fiske  Harris  collection. 

/.  The  librarian  will  be  happy  to  confer  with  any  friend  of  the  library  who  may  think  that  he  has 
^  his  posaession  pnbllcalloDa  of  this  nature,  likely  to  be  needed  by  the  library. 

g.  The  diAcoltiea  of  filling  the  gaps  in  this  set  of  the  Journal  have  proved  to  be  unexpectedly 
yrtai.  An  advartisament  inserted  in  the  Journal  of  Aug.  23, 1884.  was  instrumental  in  bringing  in 
vBly  a  few  of  the  missing  nmnbars. 

Siaee  the  expiratloD  of  the  librar>'  year  covered  by  this  report,  an  arrangement  has  been  entered 
Into  betwacD  the  proprietors  of  the  Journal  and  this  library,  whereby  a  complete  set  of  the  Journal 
will  hereinfter  be  deposited  in  our  keeping,  for  consultation  and  reference,  while  remaining  the  pro- 
perty of  the  publishers  of  the  Journal.  A  copy  of  the  current  issue  of  the  Jounal  will  also  be  sent 
the  library.  In  addition. 
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During  the  past  year  there  has  been  prepared,  and  placed  on  file  with 
the  treasurer,  a  consolidated  list*  of  donors  and  their  gifts,  from  the 
beginning,  and  since  completed  to  Dec.  81, 1884 ;  to  which  an  estimated 
valuation  has  been  added.  This  list  of  donors  and  gifts  is  significant. 
With  the  limited  financial  resources  at  the  command  of  the  library  dur- 
ing the  greater  part  of  this  time,  the  collection  of  books  accumulated 
during  these  years  would  have  been  different  indeed,  and  inconceivably 
more  inadequate,  had  it  not  been  for  these  32,395  gifts,  from  880  dif- 
ferent sources.^  And  yet,  when  one  considers  the  intimate  relation 
into  which  an  institution  like  this  is  brought,  with  agencies  of  the  widest 
variety,  and  issuing  publications  of  greater  or  less  frequency,  it  can 
hardly  be  considered  an  unnatural  increase.  The  librarian  would  repeat 
the  suggestion  made  in  a  former  report,""  that  the  library  ought  at  least 
to  be  supplied,  either  by  its  own  efforts,  or  by  those  of  its  friends,  with 
all  such  occasional  publications,  of  any  value,  to  which  no  price  is  at- 
tached, and  that  it  ought,  as  fast  as  practicable,  to  secure  those  others 
for  which  a  price  is  charged.  One  year  ago,  a  list  was  prepared,**  of 
the  deficiencies  existing  in  the  various  sets  of  periodical  publications 
owned  by  the  library,  with  a  view  to  filling  these  vacancies.  Through 
the  thoughtfulness  and  generosity  of  many  of  those  to  whose  attention 
this  list  was  brought,  we  have  made  important  progress  in  this  direc- 
tion. It  is  the  intention  of  the  librarian  to  follow  a  similar  plan  with 
the  occasional  publications  of  societies  or  corporations,  of  which  the 
library  possesses  fragmentary  sets.  The  utility  of  every  such  series  of 
publications  has  been  so  completely  demonstrated,  in  actual  use,  that 
there  can  be  no  hesitation  as  to  the  desirableness  of  these  accessions. 

In  a  library  where  the  gifts  form  so  high  a  percentage  of  the  total*  as 
in  this  library,  symmetrical  and  uniform  growth'  in  the  various  directions 
of  advance,  can  hardly  be  expected  to  result  naturally ;  and  conse- 
quently all  the  more  systematic  and  intelligent  efforts  ai*e  rendered 
necessary  on  the  pait  of  those  in  charge.  If  therefore,  we  turn  from  a 
consideration  of  the  accessions  classed  as  gifts  to  consider  those  classed 
as  purchases,  it  may  be  of  service  to  notice  what  the  method  of  pur- 
chasing has  been.     Weekly  meetings  of  the  library  committee^  have 


a.  See  Appendix  No.  13.  This  number  repreaenU  tbe  total  of  books,  reports,  pamphleto,  peri> 
odicals,  etc.    Tbe  number  of  those  classed  as  volumes  ulone  would  amount  to  20,667. 

b.  Sixth  annual  report,  p.  4. 

c.  Printed  in  Sixth  annual  report,  p.  23. 

(I.    Jan.  1, 1885,  out  of  a  total  of  31,650,  21,463  had  been  received  as  gifta;  more  than  two-tbirda. 

0.  Acting  on  tbe  suggestion  of  one  of  the  members  of  the  board,  the  library  committee,  m  now 
constituted,  comprises  three  permanent  members,  eaoh  one  of  the  other  members  of  the  boardt  1k>w> 
ever,  •coming  by  rotation  into  successive  monthly  assignments. 
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been  held,  from  the  banning,  at  which  the  librarian  has  been  present, 
and  at  which  the  various  booksellers  who  have  dealings  with  the  library 
have  offered  for  examinatioQ,  with  prices  accompanying,  such  books  as 
they  may  have  had  in  stock.  Naturally  the  greater  part  of  the  addi- 
tions claMed  as  current  publications  have  come  in  through  this  source. 
Two  limitatknis  to  its  efficiency  at  once  suggest  themselves.  In  the 
ilrst  place,  it  does  not  provide  for  filling  the  important  gaps  which  exist 
in  the  departments  of  standard  literature,  in  such  a  library  as  this.  In 
the  second  place,  there  are  not  infrequently  current  publications  of 
great  importance  and  interest  which  fail  to  reach  us  for  examination  by 
the  r^ular  method,  (either  because  no  copies  were  received  by  these 
Tx)oksellers,  or  because  the  few  copies  received  were  sold  before  our 
^diance  occarred.)  To  meet  these  difficuMes,  it  has  been  decided  that 
sopplementaiy  lists,  (covering  both  fields,  the  standard*  and  the  current, 
alike),  be  prepared  by  the  librarian,  from  time  to  time,  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  library  committee.  The  plan  has  been  found  satisfac- 
tory in  its  operations,  thus  far,  and  will  no  doubt  be  even  more  fully 
developed  in  the  future. 

THE   INCREASING    USE   OF    THE   LIBRARY.^ 

The  gradtal  rise  in  circulation,  through  the  last  three  years,  is  inter- 
esting, and  if  not  taken  for  more  than  the  real  conditions  will  warrant, 
insignificant.     Let  us  look  at  the  figures  in  some  detail.     If  we  take 
fiiBt  the  demands  on  the  library  for  *^  home  use  "  only,  we  find  that  in 
1882,<  82,519  volumes  were  drawn ;  in  1883,'  85,486  volumes ;  and  in 
1384,'  93,011.     Here  is  a  gain  of  more  than  10,000  in  two  years,  and, 
touring  the  past  year  alone,  of  7,525.     Before  making  a  farther  cxami- 
^tioQ  of  these  figures,  it  may  be  well  to  repeat  the  statement  made  in 
^  previous  report,  that  ^^  the  purchases  made  from  the  outset  have 
•*^ed  to  add  to  our  collection  books  valuable  in  themselves,  rather  than 
®och  as  simply  would  have  a  large  circulation  from  their  sensational  or 
Questionable  qualities.     Moreover,  it  has  never  been  the  aim  of  the 
*'t>raiy  to  develop  undue,  excessive,  or  hasty  reading."^    This  state  of 
"*^B  was  in  the  same  report  declared  to  be  "  the  settled  policy  of  the 


«*. 


^  ^*b«  Hbnriaa  bst  b«en  acctrainlatlng  for  several  year»  past  memorandA  of  the  works  In  various 

H^l^^'^enti  of  standard  Ut«ratare  urgently  needed  by  the  library.    From  these  memoranda,  the  de- 

^     ^^«  of  the  Hbnuy  wit]  from  time  to  time  be  8up])lied. 

^'  2^*  Appendix  No.  8.    Circulation. 

^  ^tVh  annual  report,  p.  17. 
'  j^'^tli  snrnuU  report,  Appendix  No.  8. 


J  ?^^enth  annual  report,  p. 
^(^urth  annaal  report,  p.  5, 
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library, — a  policy  deliberately  chosen,  and  abundantly  justified.  The 
library  is  not  established  for  the  sake  of  a  high  circulation,  apart  from 
any  good  results.  It  is  established  for  the  wise  and  effective  circula- 
tion of  the  books.  "• 

In  the  light  of  these  principles  it  is  of  uncommon  interest  to  ascer- 
tain, if  possible,  what  causes  have  contributed  to  the  increase  already 
cited.  We  need,  for  this  purpose,  to  separate  the  year  just  closed  into 
two  portions,  the  first  extending  from  January  to  August,  inclusive, 
and  the  second  from  September  to  December,  inclusive.  During  the 
closing  four  months  of  the  year,  additional  facilities  have  been  furnished 
the  schools  of  the  city,  which  will  account  in  part  for  the  use  of  books. 
Beginning  with  September  1,  1884,  it  was  announced  that  (1)  ^^  All 
pupils  of  the  public  and  private  schools  of  Providence,  whether  residing 
within  the  city  limits  or  not,  shall  share  equally  in  their  use  of  the  libra- 
ry ; "  and  (2)  '^  Every  teacher  in  the  public  and  priva(e  .scboqls  of 
Providence,  whether  residing  within  the  city  limits  or  not,  shall  be  en- 
titled to  a  teacher's  card,  and  a  pupil's  card.  On  the  former  the  teacher 
may  take  one  book,  and  on  the  latter  six  books  at  a  time,  for  use  in 
school  work."^  It  is  at  once  evident  that  this  introduces  a  factor  of 
some  importance  into  the  aggregate  circulation.  During  these  four 
months,  98  non-resident's  cards'"  were  issued,  and  104  school-cards ;' 
and  on  the  latter  628  volumes'  were  issued  during  the  last  three^  months 
of  the  year.  On  this  basis  the  issues  for  the  entire  twelve  months  on 
the  school-cards,  had  they  been  in  use,  would  have  amounted  to  little 
more  than  2500,  whereas  the  total  increase  of  the  year  is  nearly  three 
times  this  amount.  Other  causes  must  therefore  be  sought  for,  to  ac- 
count for  the  increase. 

It  is  of  interest  also  to  notice  that  during  the  same  three  years  the 
number  of  books  per  reader  available  in  the  library,  has  been  suc- 
cessively 1.1  ;  1.07;  and  1.14.'  Also  that  the  number  of  books  per 
reader  actually  used  has  been  successively  4.6  ;  4.3  ;  and  4.1.'  Also 
that  the  "turn-over"  of  the  whole  library,  (or  number  of  times  on  an 
average  that  its  books  have  been  used),  has  been  successively  4.2 ;  4.0 ; 

ri.    Fourth  Annual  report,  p.  6. 

b.  The  above  'w  quoted  fruui  a  postal  card  mailed  to  the  teacherH  of  the  city,  at  the  beginntng  of 
September. 

r.  The  only  instances  bc8idei«  thuHC  uf  teachers  and  pupils,  in  which  nou-resident  cards  are  iai»ued» 
Is  in  the  cai*e  of  the  blind. 

<1.    That  Is,  li>4  "  teacher's  cards,"  and  104  **  pupil's  cards."   The  two  arc  always  issued  togeUier. 

«.    These  628  volume«  were  in  ever}'  instance  for  use  in  connection  with  school  work. 

/.    The  separate  record  of  the  issues  was  not  begun  until  Oct.  1, 1884. 

g.    See  Appendix  No.  10. 
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and  8.6.  In  these  particulars,  therefore,  there  has  been  no  material 
change  daring  the  past  year.* 

The  increase  may  safely  be  attributed,  it  would  appear,  to  a  gradually 
advancing  interest  in  and  taste  for  the  books  in  the  library,  on  the  part 
of  its  readers.  This  view  of  the  case  receives  confirmation,  when  we 
pass  to  examine  the  use  of  the  library  within  the  room,  as  distinguished 
from  the  home  use.  This  use,  during  the  year  just  closed,  reached  the 
wholly  unprecedented  figure  of  27,406 ;  and  if  the  use  of  periodicals, 
etc.,  be  added,  47,357.*  This  library  use  has  manifested  itself  under 
several  different  phases.  In  the  cohimodious  reading-room,  at  whose 
tables  nearly  100  persons  may  sit  comfortably,  are  several  hundred^ 
works  of  reference,  on  open  shelves,  comprising  dictionaries,  eyclo- 
psedias,  atlases,  etc.  These,  however,  form  the  only  portion  of  the  libra- 
ry whose  use  is  not  recorded.  Observations,  however,  made  on  different 
days,  and  at  different  seasons  of  the  year,  lead  to  the  belief  that  their 
use,  if  registered,  would  not  fall  short  of  30,000  volumes  per  year.  Of 
those  whose  use  is  recorded,  however,  the  following  may  be  mentioned  : 

(1)  Books  in  ordinary  circulation,  standing  on  the  shelvo^  inside,  but 
called  for  by  readers,  for  consultation  in  the  reading-room.  These  are 
frequently  taken  by  single  readers,  in  quantities  of  10  or  15  at  a  time, 
in  the  serions  study  of  some  question  of  current  or  standard  interest. 

(2)  Books  taken  by  a  reader  for  use  in  the  study-room,  in  case,  usually, 
of  some  such  use  as  is  required  in  the  writing  of  an  essay  or  other  pa- 
per. (3)  Books  brought  to  a  reader  for  the  purpose  of  comparison  and 
examination,  with  a  view  to  selecting  one  or  more  of  them  for  home  use. 
(4)  Books  examined  by  classes  visiting  the  library  in  company  with 
their  teacher,  in  connection  with  the  study  of  some  particular  topic. 
The  number  thus  taken  has  sometimes  amounted  to  200  ;  a  special  room 
being  provided  for  the  use  of  the  class.'' 


a.  Tbere  should  be  mentioned,  moreover,  two  other  sources  from  which  modiflcutiom*  of  the  ue>e 
of  books  may  be  suppoeed  to  come,  one  of  which  might  be  conHidered  a»  increaning  the  une,  and  the 
other  as  diminUhing  it.  The  first  of  these  is  the  depression  of  bunineeiH  covering  a  large  porttun  of 
the  year,  which  by  throwing  workmen  out  of  employment  supplier  greater  leiiture  for  the  uho  of  the 
library.  The  oUier  is  the  political  excitement  attending  a  presidential  campaign,  which  character- 
Ixed  the  months  fk'om  June  to  November,  inclusive.  Four  yearn  ago,  (1S80),  this  wa8  a  cau^c  which 
waa  seen  to  affect  very  palpably  the  use  of  the  library,  but  some  of  the  moi*t  uoti(*eabIe  gains  during 
the  year  past  were  during  these  very  months. 

fr.    See  Appendix  No.  7,  Circulation.  • 

c.  The  books  clasaifted  as  '*  Works  of  reference  "  now  number  1,092,  (see  Appendix  No.  1),  but 
others  besides  these  are  also  placed  on  these  open  shelves. 

<|.    See  an  acoouot  of  this  method,  in  the  Protidence  Joumaly  of  Dec.  3, 1884,  p.  6. 

2 


10  PROVIDENCE     PUBLIC    LIBRARY. 

There  is  also  the  use  of  the  current  numbers  of  periodicals,*  and  of 
pamphlets  and  reports.' 

It  need  hardly  be  said,  that  it  is  precisely  in  this  direction  that  the 
usefulness  of  the  library  may  most  profitably  be  developed ;  and  the 
result  of  the  past  year's  use  is  by  far  the  most  encouraging  indication 
yet  met  with. 

A  gratifying  improvement,  moreover,  is  to  be  observed  in  the  charac- 
ter of  the  books  taken  for  home  use.  On  consulting  the  figures  given 
in  the  appendix,*  it  will  be  seen  that  important  gains  (from  last  year) 
have  been  made  in  the  more  solid  departments  of  the  library,  —the  most 
marked  instance  perhaps  being  that  in  works  of  history,  a  gain  of  25 
per  cent.'  Tt  is  noteworthy,  moreover,  that,  while  the  use  of  fiction, 
which  in  the  year  previous  had  constituted  a  little  over  49  per  cent.''  of 
the  whole,*  has  this  year  dropped  to  45.4,  the  use  of  the  historical 
classes,  (comprising  not  only  history,  liut  l»iography  and  geography), 
has  risen  from  14.3 '^  to  17.4.  The  changes  in  some  of  the  other 
departments  are  scarcely  less  strikins;.  For  instance,  there  is  in 
natural  science,  a  rise  from  1,937  in  1883,  to  2,434,Mn  1884;  and  in 
art,  from  1,479  in  1883^  to  1,708  in  1884.''  A  steady  rise,  in  fact,  is  to 
be  noted  in  the  use  of  works  on  art,  during  the  last  five  years,  a  rise 
which,  by  the  way,  would  have  been  very  much  more  consideral»le,  had 
the  librarv  been  able  to  furnish  the  books  desired. 

WHO    RECEIVE   THE    BENEFIT   OF    THE    LIBRARY?* 

In  the  report  of  one  year  ago,'  the  occasion  was  taken,  to  notice  in 
detail  the  various  classes  of  readers  who  make  up  the  library's  aggre- 
gate constituentry.  What  is  there  said  applies  with  undiminished  force 
to  those  who  are  the  present  users  of  the  library.     There  are,  however, 

a.  See  Appendix  No.  13,  for  a  lint  ol  the  periodicals  currently  taken. 

b.  Appendix  No.  9,  "  ClnMifled  circulation."  Compare  with  A])pendix  No.  7,  in  the  Sixth  an. 
nirnl  rei>ort ,  p.  20. 

c.  Works  of  history  jnuued  in  1883,  4,291 ;  in  18^4,  6,171. 

d.  See  Sixth  annual  report,  p.  20. 

e.  By  this  i»  meant  fiction  proper,  for  adult  readers.  Counting  in  with  those  the  juveniles,  (which, 
however,  comprise  some  of  the  moKt  instructive  reading  in  tlie  library),  the  total  per  cent.  18  674- 
which,  likewise,  is  a  marked  decrease  from  the  figures  of  188r>,  T0-|-. 

/.    See  Sixth  annual  report,  j).  20. 

g.  In  this  connection  it  may  be  remarked  that,  since  the  close  of  the  library  year  in  question,  tb« 
works  on  art  have  been  in  even  greater  demand ;  and  it  is  a  noteworthy  fact  that,  on  a  single  day,  a 
few  weeks  ago,  the  librarian  was  called  ui>on  to  confer  with  the  reprcnentatives  of  two  different  In- 
stitutions, with  reference  to  furnishing  extended  lists  of  works  on  topi<*8  connected  with  art,  for  the 
use  of  art  students.  Were  the  library'j.  resources  greater,  they  would  he  by  so  much  the  surer  to 
do  good  in  this  way. 

h.    See  Appendix  No.  6,  for  statistics  of  registration. 

/.     Sixth  annual  report,  p.  6-9. 
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a  few  instances  desemng  special  consideration.  The  library  has,  until 
the  year  just  closed,  confined  the  privilege  of  registration"  rigidly  to 
those  living  within  the  city  lines/  As  has  already  been  stated,^  how- 
ever, it  now  grants  the  same  privilege  to  such  non-residents  as  are  in 
any  way  connected  with  schools, — whether  as  teachers  or  pupils.  The 
reason  is  obvious,  which  underlies  both  this  and  the  other  privileges 
DOW  granted  to  teachers.  It  has  been  found  by  experience,  that  the 
cooperative  measures,  entered  on  by  the  library,  on  the  one  side,  and 
the  schools,  on  the  other,  were  largely  hampered  by  the  extremely  small 
chance  of  securing  a  book  at  the  library  under  ordinary  circumstances. 
The  books  thus  drawn  are  for  the  distinctly  announced  purpose  of  aid- 
ing in  the  more  intelligent  comparative  study  of  the  school  lesson. 
The  success  already  attained  by  the  emploj'ment  of  this  method,  not 
only  in  facilitating  intelligent  study,  but  in  awakeping  the  interest  of 
the  pupils,  and  in  teaching  them  the  use  of  books  is  most  gratifying. 
When,  moreover,  the  methods  introduced  in  connection  with  the  use  of 
the  library  by  more  advanced  pupils  are  examined,  they  are  seen  to  be 
even  more  productive  of  good  results.  As  already  indicated,*^  for  ex- 
ample, it  has  been  the  practice  of  one  of  the  classes  in  the  Ehode  Island 
Normal  School,  to  visit  this  library  regularly  once  a  week,  in  company 
with  the  teacher,  in  the  systematic  study  of  some  specific  topic.  The 
books  on  this  topic  are  carried,  (previously),  into  a  loom  set  apart 
for  this  purpose,  where  the  teacher  and  the  pupils  can,  under  the  most 
favorable  circumstances  possible,  pursue  the  comparative  study  of  the 
subject  as  contained  in  the  various  books  treating  of  it,  learn  the  widely 
differing  values  and  characteristics  of  this  and  that  book,  and  acquire 
the  method  of  using  books  to  the  best  advantage  in  connection  with  sys- 
tematic investigation.  Such  opportunities  as  these  are  of  inexpressible 
benefit  to  the  young  reader. 

Occasion  has  been  taken  in  a  previous  report  to  speak  of  the  largely 
increased  interest  in  historical  topics,  among  not  only  students  and 
those  connected  with  stated  courses  of  study,  but  among  the  general 
public.  In  no  previous  year  has  this  tendency  been  more  strikingly 
manifested,  than  in  the  one  just  closed.  Special  references  prepared 
on  topics  falling  within  this  department  have  been  in  constant  demand. 
The  librarian  has  repeatedly  been  asked  to  furnish  special  assistance  in 


a,  Althoagh  do  one  who  is  not  a  resident  of  the  city  has  hitherto  l>eeu  granted  a  card  in  hin  own 
oame,  the  privileKe  of  using  the  card  of  ftonie  resident  hait  ulwaya  been  conceded  to  non-residente, 
provided  the  resident  holder  of  the  card  consentt.  In  such  a  case,  liowever,  the  latter  iosei>  of  course, 
his  own  right  to  use  the  library,  foi  the  time  beinur. 

ft.    With  the  exception  of  the  use  of  boolss  in  raised  letters,  for  the  blind.     (See  p.  12). 

c.    Sec  p.  9. 
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this  direction ;  works  of  history  added  to  the  library  have  found  such 
an  immediate  and  urgent  demand  awaiting  them,  as  to  require  almost 
immediate  duplicating,  in  not  a  few  instances.  In  no  previous  year 
have  such  sets  of  works  as  the  Colony  Records  of  Rhode  Island,  of 
Massachusetts,  and  of  New  York,  the  original  sources  of  information 
contained  in  such  publications  as  those  of  the  Narragansett  Club,  the 
Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  and  other  similar  authorities,  been  in 
more  extensive  use,  nor  by  a  wider  variety  of  students.  That  intelli- 
gent use,  such  as  this,  is  possible,  on  the  part  of  the  readers  at  a  public 
library"  such  as  this  is,  is  a  significant  justification  of  the  attention 
which  has  been  given,  during  the  past  few  years,  to  developing  this  de- 
partment of  the  library.* 

In  this  connection  also,  mention  should  be  made  of  still  another 
special  class  of  readers,  in  connection  with  whose  reading  the  library 
has  been  enabled  to  discharge  a  more  than  ordinarily  beneficent  func- 
tion,— namely,  the  blind  in  Providence  and  vicinity.  Something  over  a 
year  «^o,  the  Perkins  Institute  for  the  Blind,  (at  South  Boston),  kindly 
forwarded  to  this  library  42  of  its  publications,  in  raised  letters,  for  the 
use  of  such  blind  persons  as  might  be  enabled  to  make  use  of  our  privi- 
leges. In  this  instance,  as  in  the  other  already  mentioned,^  the  limits  of 
the  city  have  not  been  regarded  as  limiting  the  privileges  referred  to. 
During  the  year  just  closed,  also,  the  library  has  purchased  with  its 
own  funds  a  small  collection  of  other  works,  printed  in  another  form 
of  raised  letters  and  regarded  by  some  physicians  as  better  adapted  for 
use.  The  works  for  the  blind,  now  in  the  library,  comprise  various 
works  of  history  and  biography,  the  poems  of  Longfellow,  Tennyson, 
Whittier,  and  others,  juvenile  books  for  the  little  ones,  and  others  of  a 
miscellaneous  character.  It  is  hoped  that  any  one  who  may  know  of 
any  blind  persons  of  his  acquaintance  to  whose  knowledge  this  oppor- 
tunity of  obtaining  reading  matter  has  not  been  brought,  will  kindly 
extend  the  information,  and  thus  enable  the  library  to  lighten  in  some 
little  degree  the  monotonous  darkness  of  these  unfortunate  lives. 


a.  In  preparine  a  new  edition  of  the  work  entitled  *'  Methods  of  teaching  history/*  originally 
issued  in  1883,  the  editor  of  the  volume,  (Dr.  O.  Stanley  Hail),  requested  the  librarian  of  this  Ubmry 
to  furnish  a  chapter  on  "  The  use  of  a  public  library  in  the  study  of  history."  The  chapter  refemd 
to  will  be  found  at  p.  105-12  of  the  new  edition.  See  also  p.  86-94  of  Bancroft's  "  MeUiod  of  English 
composition,"  1884. 

b.  Compare  alno  p.  10.  also  Api>endix  No.  7,  where  the  marked  increase  in  the  use  of  historical 
works  by  our  readers  during  the  pat«t  year,  S»  stated. 

c.  Bee  p.  11,  ante. 
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METHODS    OF   INCREASING  THE   LIBRARY'S   USEFULNESS. 

The  librarian,  in  returning  to  this  subject  again  and  again  in  each 
successive  report,  has  had  the  pleasure  and  satisfaction  of  seeing  more 
^lian  one  of  the  obstacles  to  its  wider  usefulness  disappear.  Other  such 
<lifficulties  still  remain,  as  problems  for  present  and  future  considera- 

1 .  The  supply  of  books.     First  among  these  problems  is  that  of  the 
addition  of  the  books  required.     Could  the  gradual  development  of  our 

%.inerican  public  libraries  be  compared,  as  regards  their  progress  from 
merest  nucleus  up  to  the  adequate  supplying  of  material  needed,  it 
ould  be  found,  we  think,  that  few  have  been  more  unfortunately  crip- 
led  than  this.     The  ideal  condition  of  things  exists  when  a  library  is 

nabled  to  take  advantage  of  each  opportunity  for  increased  usefulnesss, 

it  arises.     In  the  more  liberal  financial  endowment,  into  whose  bene- 

ts  the  library  is  gradually  entering,  it  is  urgently  to  be  desired  that 

^rtain  definitely  designated  funds  may  be  set  apart  with  the  express 

-'bject  in  view  of  building  up  that  element  in  the  library  which  will  ren- 
er  it  serviceable  for  purposes  of  reference  and  consultation.  No  phase 
:f  the  library's  usefulness  hitherto  has  been  more  abundantly  justified 
y  actual  application  and  use. 

2.  Tlte  body  of  readers.    Next  in  importance  to  the  books  themselves, 
the  question  of  readers.     Obviously,  however,  it  is  in  the  highest  de- 

ree  inappropriate  and  illogical,  to  seek  to  extend  systematically  the 
UEober  of  persons  using  the  books,  until  the  number  of  books  them- 
elves  is  approximately  such  as  is  needed.  That  this  library  has  been 
P^r  from  meeting  these  requirements,  in  the  past,  needs  no  argument 
^fcow.  There  has  at  no  time  in  its  history  been  a  supply  of  books  as 
**^jlated  to  the  number  of  actually  registered  readers,  but  little  exceeding 
"^liiat  of  1  to  an  individual,  (altliough  the  number  actually  drawn,  per 
^*"^*ader,  has  greatly  exceeded  this.) 

But  there  is  another  side  to  this  question.     While  the  number  of 

^'^gistered  readers  is  uncomfortably  large  as  compared  with  tlie  number 

^^^   books,  it  is  still  a  strikingly  small  one  as  compared  with  the  total 

"■^ limber  of  persons  eligible  as  readers, — that  is,  the  city's  total  popula- 

'^ion,  exclusive  of  infants  and  others  unable  to  read.     The  iuini))er  of 

^^egistered  readers  stood,  on  the  Ist  of  July,  1884,  at  23,741 — ;  and  at 

%boat  the  same  time  the  population  of  the  city  stood  at  about  120,000." 

A  glance  at  these  figures  is  all  that  is  necessary  to  indicate  what  a  possi- 


a.    EaUnwte  of  the  City  Regliitrftr,  1884. 
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bility  there  is  before  us,  in  the  exteusiou  of  the  library's  benefits  tc 
wider  and  still  wider  circles  of  readers."  As  will  be  at  once  evideni 
from  what  has  been  said  elsewhere,  this  will  not  be  by  bringing  it  tc 
the  attention  of  new  classes  of  readers.  The  library  has  never  beet 
an  institution  limited  to  special  classes,  but  has  been  characterized  b^ 
the  widest  comprehensiveness,  as  regards  its  constituency.  It  will  b( 
rather  by  extension  among  classes  already  represented  in  its  readers, 
Nor  will  it  be  by  the  adoption  of  any  different  policy  in  its  selection  ol 
reading  matter.  It  will  be  rather  by  intensifying  and  strengthening 
those  lines  of  accessions  of  permanent  importance  and  value,  which  b} 
actual  experience  have  been  found  to  be  needed  by  its  readers. 

3.  Intelligent  use  of  books.  Next  in  importance  to  the  use  of  the 
books  by  readers,  is  the  ensuring  of  their  intelligent  and  most  effective 
use.  To  this  end,  the  agencies  are  multiform,  and  comprise  not  onh 
individual  influence,  but  parental  influence,  school  influence,  the  influ- 
ence of  various  organizations  and  societies  for  self-improvement,  and 
such  general  agencies  as  may  be  comprised  under  the  head  of  the  pul- 
pit, public  addresses,  and  various  printed  means  of  reaching  the  readers. 
It  is  scarcely  necessai'y  to  add  that  this  is  a  feature  of  librar}'  work 
which  has  from  the  first  occupied  the  attention  of  those  in  charge  of  thif 
library,  to  a  marked  degree,  and  the  librarian  would  simply  refer  tc 
previous  reports,  for  the  details  of  these  effoils. 

Two  phases  of  this  work,  however,  call  for  separate  mention  here. 
The  first  is  connected  with  the  increased  advantages  furnished  to  the 
schools,  beginning  with  last  September,  and  elsewhere  mentioned  ie 
this  report.*  It  should  be  added,  that  this  step  is  one  of  whose  impor- 
tance those  in  charge  of  the  library  have  long  been  convinced,  but  thai 
the  resources  at  their  command  have  not  until  now  warranted  theij 
taking  this  action.  The  plan  has  now  been  long  enough  in  operation 
to  make  apparent  the  benefits  which  are  thus  made  possible.  To  give 
a  simple  instance,  a  grammar  school  teacher  is  engaged  with  his  class 
in  the  study  of  American  colonial  history,  preceding  the  revolution. 
By  means  of  these  increased  facilities,  he  makes  requisition  upon  the 
library  for  the  following  volumes  :  Coflfin's  '*'  Old  times  in  the  colonies'* ; 
Rossiter  Johnson's  ''  History  of  the  French  war"  ;  and  Jacob  Abbott's 


a.  Ab  will  be  seen  from  Appendix  No.  6,  there  is  one  ward  iu  Uie  city,  the  Second,  In  which  tb< 
progress  towards  a  general  use  of  this  library  has  been  extremely  marked.  With  a  population  ol 
only  6,603,  2,053  of  this  number  are  registered  as  readers  at  this  library,  or  36.6  of  the  whole.  Thii 
percentage  has  risen  as  follows,  f^ince  1880;— in  1880, 18.8;  in  1881.  24.01 ;  in  1882,  28+  ;  in  1888,  82.2; 
in  1884,  36.6. 

b.  Sec  p.  8,  ante. 
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**  Ware  of  the  colonies  "  ;  also  Henry  Cabot  Lodge's  '*  Short  history 
of  the  English  colonies  in  America/'  Parkman's  ^*  Discovery  of  the 
great  west,"  and  Frothingham's  '^  Rise  of  the  republic  of  the  United 
States."  The  first  three  of  these  are  placed  in  the  hands  of  different 
pupils  to  be  read  and  passed  from  one  to  the  other.  The  last  three, 
being  books  of  much  more  mature  treatment,  are  not  thus  circulated  ; 
but,  having  them  at  hand  in  the  class,  the  teacher  himself  reads  from 
them  such  paragraphs  or  longer  portions  as  may  aptly  be  brought  into 
connection  with  the  lesson  as  studied.  The  universal  testimony  of  both 
teachere  and  pupils  is  to  the  marked  value  of  this  method,  in  awakening 
and  developing  interest,  in  a  broader  and  more  intelligent  appreciation 
of  the  historical  or  literary  topic  under  consideration,  in  the  familiarizing 
of  young  readers  with  the  right  use  of  books,  and  in  the  implanting  of 
a  taste  for  reading  of  substantial  and  enduring  value.* 

The  other  phase  referred  to,  relates  to  the  more  intelligent  supervi- 
sion of  children's  reading,  by  those  best  able  to  do  it, — particularly  the 
parents/  In  this  connection,  the  librarian  would  refer  with  especial 
gratification  to  the  efforts  made  in  this  direction  by  one  gentleman,''  who 
is  most  admirably  fitted,  both  by  nature  and  training,  for  this  very 
work.  Mr.  Sawin's  intelligent  efforts  extend  back  over  a  considerable 
number  of  years,  and  comprise  the  interesting  of  his  own  pupils  in 
elevating  reading :  efiOcient  cooperation  with  the  public  library  in  the 
same  direction ;  the  establishment  of  a  valuable  and  well-selected 
school  library  for  the  use  of  his  own  pupils ;  the  systematic  use  of 
these  and  other  books  with  a  view  to  the  best  results  ;  the  ascertaining, 
by  the  expenditure  of  unusual  time  and  labor,  of  the  extent  to  which 
young  readers  are  exposed  to  the  temptations  of  debasing  literature ; 
and  the  determined  efifort  to  interest  the  parents  themselves  in  the  intel- 
ligent supervision  of  their  children's  reading.  In  all  these  directions, 
his  efforts  have  been  most  encouragingly  successful  and  efficient.  The 
librarian  would  here  repeat  what  he  has  said  in  substance  elsewhere ; — 
that  a  public  library  cannot  safely  be  regarded,  as  a  whole,  as  a  collec- 
tion of  books  for  young  readers,  but  one  out  of  which  young  readers, 
if  pro|)erly  guided  and  supervised,  may  make  choices  which  will  be  of 
the  highest  value  and  importance  to  them.     Not  until  such  supervision 


a.  Hundreds  of  pupils  form  a  living  testimony  to  this  fact. 

b.  Jt  roust  be  remembered  that  the  time  of  the  teacher,  as  well  as  that  of  the  librarian,  is  so  occu* 
pled  with  other  work  than  that  of  directing  the  reading  of  his  pupils,  that  he  can  by  no  means  give 
bis  attention  to  the  latter  matter,  Ut  so  good  advHntage  as  the  parent. 

c.  If  r.  Jiunea  M.  8awin,  principal  of  the  Point  Street  Grammar  Hchool. 


} 
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on  the  part  of  parents,  as  well  as  teachers,  becomes  general,  and  is  ex- 
ei*cised  with  intelligence,  interested  persistence,  and  effective  skill,  will 
the  best  results  be  realized,  in  the  case  of  the  reading  of  the  young 
people. 

4 .  The  location  of  the  libi'ary.  The  last  point  to  be  considered  in 
connection  with  the  question  of  increased  usefulness,  is  the  proper 
housing  and  care  of  the  library.  In  1880  the  library  secured  the  quar- 
ters which  it  at  present  occupies,  under  a  lease  for  five  years.  This 
lease  expires  in  June,  1885,  thus  bringing  us  face  to  face  with  the  ques- 
tion of  some  immediate  provision  for  the  future.  Should  the  lease  be 
renewed,  and  the  library  remain  where  it  is  for  the  next  few  years,  en- 
largement of  its  quarters  by  taking  additional  accommodations  either  to  ^^»c^  t 
the  north  or  to  the  south,  becomes  an  undoubted  necessity.  Should  M^Mm\ 
new  quarters  be  decided  on,  and  the  immediate  erection  of  a  permanent  ^mik^i 
building  ordered,  it  becomes  necessary  to  choose  between  the  varioas  ^mim^x 
sites  which  have  been  with  more  or  less  definiteness  under  consideration.  •  mm^d) 

The  librarian  has  taken  occasion,  at  various  times  within  the  last  two^>'^^^ 
years,  to  discuss  with  various  members  of  the  board  of  trustees  the^^.^^-^' 
requirements  of  such  a  building, — in  some  instances  with  considerable^^X^::^ 
detail.  He  will  not  now  do  more  than  to  suggest  that  in  any  proposedK>^>**^ 
building,  the  following  points,  at  least,  should  be  carefully  considered.*- 
(1)  the  central  location  of  the  building;  (2)  its  freedom  from  disturb — 
ing  noise,  dust  or  unpleasant  surroundings,  and  adequate  provision  for«:<:3^^^* 
light,  heat  and  ventilation  ;  (3)  capacity  for  suitable  expansion  in  th 
future ;  (4)  the  separation  of  the  reading-room  from  the  unavoidabl 
noise  attending  the  delivery  of  books;  (5)  more  than  one  room  for^<^^^^ 
special  students,  including  a  room  to  which  teachers  may  come  withrf^-^^  *^ 
their  classes,  as  indicated  in  this  report";  and  (6)  suitable  provision^:* ^^^^^ 
for  the  publications  of  the  United  States  Patent  Office,  and  other  patents ^^^^' 
publications. 

The  library  still  employs,  with  scarcely  an  exception,  the  same  agen — m:^'^^ 
cies  for  announcing  to  the  public  the  contents  of  its  collection  ;  including;^^^^^  '^^ 
(1)  its  printed  catalogue  and  supplement;  (2)  the  card-catalogue ; «  ^^^j 
(3)  the  bulletins  of  new  accessions ;  (4)  the  class  lists ;  (5)  the  daily^^C.^^*^ 
notes  on  current  events  and  topics ;  and  (6)  the  weekly  references  pu 
lished  in  the  newspapers.  One  of  the  agencies  similar  to  these,  how-- — ' 
ever,  has  been  discontinued  with  the  close  of  the  year  1884,  namely,  ^^ 
the  Monthly  Reference  Lists ^    As  announced  by  the  librarian,  one  year 


a.  Set'  p.  11.  auU*. 

b.  The  fiT%X  iiuiubtT  vnm  dat^d  January,  1881.  Itn  monthly  publicatioD  extended  over  Uie  four 
yearn,  1881-84,  each  year'n  ixourB  cou8tituting  a  separate  volume,  supplied  with  tiUe-psge,  ind^Zi 
table  of  couteut^,  etc. 
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ago,*  it  has  become  impossible  for  him  longer  to  commaDd  the  time  re- 
qnired  for  this  work.  He  by  no  means,  however,  regrets  the  time  and 
labor  bestowed  upon  it.  In  the  four  years  during  which  it  made  its 
monthly  appearance,  it  served  to  render  the  name  of  the  Providence 
Public  Library  widely  and  very  creditably  known.  In  its  precise  form 
it  was  unique,  and  represented  the  application  to  bibliographical  work 
of  a  principle  not  usually  associated  with  it.  While  it  is  to  be  regretted 
that  no  one  has  appeared,  to  take  up  the  work  where  we  have  been 
obliged  to  lay  it  down,  it  is  some  satisfaction  to  know  that  similar  lists, 
contributed  by  different  librarians,  will  hereafter  make  their  appearance, 
with  more  or  less  regularity,  in  the  columns  of  the  Literary  News. 

A  question  of  the  highest  importance  immediately  presented  itself  in 
connection  with  the  acquisition  of  the  valuable  Fiske  Harris  collection 
of  books,  pamphlets,  etc. ;  namely,  its  cataloguing.  It  was  decided  to 
begin  at  once  the  cataloguing  of  it,  both  in  the  accession-books  of  the 
library,  and  in  the  card-catalogue.  As  regards  a  possible  printed  cata- 
logue, showing  to  the  best  advantage  its  various  treasures,  the  sugges- 
tion has  been  very  properly  made,*  that  by  cooperation  among  the  seven 
or  eight  libraries*'  in  the  country  which  are  richest  in  this  department  of 
history,  an  approximately  complete  catalogue  of  the  entire  literature  of 
the  subject  might  be  prepared.  Correspondence  looking  to  this  end 
was  at  once  entered  on,  and  is  still  in  progress. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  last  library  year,  it  was  thought  to  be  desira- 
ble to  prepare  a  set  of  by-laws  for  the  government  of  the  library.  The 
improved  system  thus  introduced  will  be  from  every  point  of  view  an 
improvement.  The  blank  forms  which  now  and  for  the  future  will  be 
used  for  orders,  in  the  purchase  of  books,  and  for  miscellaneous  busi- 
ness connected  with  the  treasurer's  department,  furnish  a  method  of 
filing  records  and  vouchers,  which  even  thus  early  has  proved  its  useful- 
ness. It  has  been  a  pleasure  to  the  librarian  to  cooperate  with  the 
treasurer,  in  thus  introducing  greater  system  and  efficiency  into  this 
portion  of  the  wprk  of  the  library. 

To  the  other  members  of  the  board,  also,  the  librarian  would  express 
Ills  sincere  thanks,  for  the  hearty  cooperation  with  which  every  effort 
of  his  has  met.    He  would  also  express  as  in  previous  years  his  obliga- 


a.  Preflice  to  rolume  for  1888,  p.  3. 

b.  In  The  Nation,  Oct  3,  1884,  p.  1884. 

c.  Among  them  may  be  mentioned  three  libraries  in  Boston,  the  Public  Library,  the  Atheneeuni, 
and  the  IfaMachasatta  Historical  Society;  also  the  Harvard  College  Library,  the  Cornell  University 
Library,  and  the  special  collections  at  Washington  and  Oberiin. 
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tions  to  the  other  friends  of  the  library  who  have  in  so  many  ways 
helped  to  make  its  work  lighter,  and  to  the  other  libraries  in  this  and 
other  cities,  from  whom  well-appreciated  favors  have  been  received. 

At  no  previoas  time  in  the  history  of  the  library  has  its  situation 
been  more  promising.  That  it  may  use  the  opportunities  of  the  future 
to  the  very  best  advantage,  is  the  sincere  wish  of  the  librarian. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WILLIAM  E.  FOSTER, 

Librarian. 
February  13,  1885. 
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f  ACCBS8IONS. 


„™„ 

No. 
Jan.  1, 
18M, 

Added 

In 
ISM. 

No. 
J.n.  1^ 
1885. 

J.— Purchases 

«,77a 

1«.M7 

566 

1,440 

4,916 

136 

11.216  -^ 
21,488^^ 
694 

Deduct  t»Ul  withdmw&ls 

2e,8»l 

6.4S2 

88,878 
1.728 
81,6W 
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APPENDIX  NO.  3. 


eROBS   AND    NET  INCREASE. 


GAIN. 


—From  gifts, 4.916 

— By  transfer,  exchange,  etc.  126 
— Purchases. 

(1)  Books 1.850 

(2)  Periodicals  bound, 00 


6,482 


Total  gain 6,482 

Deducting  total  loss, . .  352 

Net  gain 6,130 

o.  of  vols.  Jan.  1,  1884 25,520 

Present  no..  Jan.  1,1885,  31,650 


LOSS. 


Books  condemned,  etc 352 

No.  previously  withdrawn 1,371 

Total,  to  Dec.  31, 1884, . . .    1,723 

Vols,  in  library,  Jan.  1.  1885. . .  31,650 


Total   accessions,  from  begin- 
ning,    33, 373 


APPENDIX  NO.  4. 


CLASSIFICATION  OF  THE  ACCESSIONS. 


tuMe  of  9ueh  volumes  from  the  Harris^  Dorr^  Anthony  and  Famum  collection,  as 
hatfc  been  dassifled  since  Jan,  i,  1886;  also  of  those  from  the  Cooke  library,  entered 
in  188J^, 


Bank  in  no,  cftols,  added  in  1884, 

1.  Social  science, '655 

2.  History 476 

B.     rUnassigned], 465 

1     Biography, 826 

6.     Miscellaneous  literature, . .  311 

6.  Fiction,  [Adult] 206 

7.  Philosophical  science, 187 

8.  Geography 181 

9.  Practical  science, 97 

10.    Natural  science 81 

66 

58 


11.  Fiction,  [Juvenile]. 

12.  Art, 


3,104 
No.  of  vols.  Jan.  1,  1884,.... 25, 993 


29.097 
Add  those  unclassified, as  above,  2,553 


Total,  Jan.  1.  1885 31.650 


Bank  in  present  total  no,  of  vols. 


1.  Social  science, 

2.  Fiction,  [Adult,] 

3.  "" 
4. 


rUnassigned]. 
History,  .... 


5.  Biography, 

6.  Miscellaneous  literature,.. 

7.  Geo^aphy 

8.  Fiction,  [Juvenile], 

9.  Philosophical  science, 

10.  Natural  science, 

11.  Practical  science, 

12.  Art, 


•6.194 

4.056 

4.009 

2,788 

2.464 

2,311 

1.982 

1,528 

1,486 

948 

888 

498 


29.097 
Add  those  unclassified,  as  above,  2.558 


Total.  Jan.  1.  1885, 81,650 


a.    iDcladM  government  reporU,  etc. 
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APPENDIX  NO.  5. 


INCRBA8B  IN  RBeiSPTRATION. 


Jan.  1, 
1884. 

Total  number  of  registration  numbers  occupied 22,871 

Number  cancelled 761 

Net  gain  in  names,  1884 

Total  registration,  from  beginning 28,122 

Average  daily  number  of  new  names  registered,  1884. 

APPENDIX  NO.  6. 


Added 

Jan.  1. 

daring  1884. 

18R5. 

2,557 

24,928 

189 

890 

2,418 

8+ 


25,818 


REGISTRATION  BT  WARDS. 


Name  of 
the  ward. 


Rank  by 

fiopulation. 
une,  1888. 


1.  Tenth 22,211 

2.  Ninth 16,7tt7 

8.    First 15,198 

4.  Eighth 14,189 

5.  Seventh 10,178 

6.  Fifth 9,595 

7.  Third 9,460 

8.  Fourth 6,988 

9.  Sixth 6,566 

10.    Second 5,608 

116,755 


Rank  by  absolute 
no.  of  cards  at 
end  of  6th  year. 


1. 
2. 
8. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 


Ninth 2,994 

First 2,521 

Fifth 2,450 

Eighth 2,862 

Fourth 2,198 

Seventh 1,981 

Tenth 1,952 

Second 1,807 

Third 1.792 

Sixth 1,790 


21,847 


1. 
2. 
8. 
4. 

5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 


Percentage 

of  population. 

[6th  year.] 

Second 82.2 

Fourth 81.4 

Sixth 27.2 

Fifth 25.5 

Seventh 19.4 

Third 18.9 

Ninth 17.8 

Eighth 16.6 

First . .  16.5 

Tenth 8.7 


No,  registered  7th  year. 

1.  Fourth 294 

2.  Ninth 291 

3.  First 266 

4.  Tenth   254 

5.  Seventh 288 

6.  Eighth 287 

7.  Second 283 

8.  Fifth 282 

9.  Sixth 204 

10.    Third 125 

2,874 
Number  accidentally 
omitted  in  ward  entries,  183 

2,657 
Add  number  at  be- 
ginning of  year.. 22,871 

24.928 


Present  absolute  number 
of  cards  [Jan.  1,  1885.] 


1.  Ninth... 

2.  First.... 
8.  Fifth.... 

4.  Eighth.. 

5.  Fourth.. 

6.  Seventh . 

7.  Tenth.  .. 

8.  Second. . 

9.  Sixth.... 
10.  Third... 


Number  accident- 
ally omitted.... 


3,319 
2,801 
2,705 
2,623 
2,523 
2,243 
2,214 
2,053 
2,006 
1,982 

24,419 

509 

24,928 


Present  percentage  of  the 
population. 

1.  Second 86.6 

2.  Fourth 86.1 

3.  Sixth 80.5 

4.  Fifth 28.1 

5.  Seventh 22.08 

6.  Third 20.4 

7.  Ninth 19.7 

8.  Eighth 18.48 

9.  First 18.48 

10.  Tenth. 9.9 
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APPENDIX  NO.  ^.—OtmHnued. 


Total  east  side 
wards. 

Total  west  side 
wards 

Tenth  ward. . . 


At  end  of  6th  year. 


6,120 

13.775 
1.952 

21.847 


At  end  of  7th  year. 


6,746 

15,283 
2,207 

24,286 
With  omissions,  24,419 


APPENDIX  NO.  7. 


CIRCULATION. 


CA.]  AGGRBOATB. 

i 

00 

• 

t 

8d  year. 

I 

.a 

1 

1 

5th  year. 

1 

1 

9,892 

85.486 

• 

s 

Total  no.  of  vols, 
nsed  at  the  li- 
hrary 

14.007 
90,685 

10,427 
93.886 

7,222 
67,620 

6.857 
88,820 

8,075 
82,519 

27,406 
93,011 

Total  no.  taken 
for  home  use.. 

Total 

104,692 

108,818 

74,842 

90.177 

90.594 

94,878 

120,417 

[B.]      USE  OF  THE    LIBRARY  WITHIN  THE  ROOM. 


It  use  on  any  day 

^^vnallett  on  any  day. . . 

^^^-•flu^est  In  any  week.. . 

^^xnalleet  in  any  week. . 

^  imrgeet  in  any  month.. 

'^vnaUeet  in  any  month. 

-^^Terage  monthly  me. . 

'^'venge  weekly  u»e. . . 

-^'vtnge  daily  nee 


BOOKS  COK8ULTKD. 

[Feb.  18] 166 

[Julyl], 16 

[Feb.  11  to  16]....  664 

[June  30  to  July  5J,  144 

Five  days  only. 
[March] 2,876 

[Jane], 926 

2,288+ 

627+ 

88+ 


PBRIODICALS,  BTC. 


[March  14] 188 

[JnlylJ, 18 

[March  10-15] ....    506 

[June  30-July  5],.    196 

Five  days  only. 
[March], 2,068 

[January] , 1,390 

1,654+ 

381+ 

«+ 


[C]      BOOKS  TAKEN 
FOR  HOME   USE. 


[March  1],...  690 

[June26] 107 

[Feb.26  to  March  1],  2,361 
[June  16  to  June  21] ,  1 ,341 

[March] 9,665 

[June], 6,062 

7,744-^ 

1,787-r 

301+ 
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APPENDIX  NO.  l.—CanHnued, 

D.      CLASSIFICATION  OF  CIRCULATION. 

(1.)    By  the  cUug^fieoHon  adapted  in  this  Ubrary. 

Percentage 
of  toUl. 

(1)  Fiction,  (adult),  . .  42,279  )    ««  0.7  «a  »^     i  ^5.4+ 
Fiction.  Ouvenlle),  19.988  f  ^^'^^^ ^'^^     (  21.4-f 

(2)  History 6,171 6.6-1- 

(8)    Geography 6,131 6.5+ 

(4)  Biography 3.942 4.2+ 

(5)  [Unassigned] 2.706 2.9+ 

(6)  Miscellaneous 2.441 2.6+ 

(7)  Natural  science.   2,484 2.6+ 

(8)  Social  science 1,868 2.+ 

(9)  Philosophical  science 1,759 1.8+ 

(10)  Art 1,708 1.8+ 

(11)  Practical  science 1,689 1.7+ 


93,011  100 

(2.)    By  cloMiJicatioii  iidopted  by  the  American  Library  Aseaciation, 

A.  Liter  ai'y  daues. 

Juveniles 19.988 

Prose  fiction 42,279 

Essays,  poetry,  drama,  etc 4,999 

Periodicals,  literary 72 

Total,  literary  classes 67,288 

B.  Historical  classes. 

Geography  and  travels 6,181 

Biography 8,942 

History 6,171 


Total,  historical  classes 16,244 

C.     Arts  and  sciences. 

Fine  arts 1,708 

Industrial  arts 1,689 

Natural  sciences 2,434 

Philology 76 

Social  and  political  science 1,863 

Philosophy  and  theology 1,759 


Total,  arts  and  sciences 9,479 

tjummary. 

Literary  classes 67,288 

Historical  classes 16.244  )-  93.011 

Arts  and  sciences 9,479 
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APPENDIX  NO.  a 


RANK    OF   MONTHS. 


J. 

2. 
3. 
4. 

5. 
6. 
7. 

B. 

9. 

10. 

n. 

12. 


CXBCULATXOH. 


March 9,565 

December.  ...  8,596 

April 8,448 

February 8.402 

January 8.320 

November 8,219 

October 7.754 

May 7,498 

September 6,876 

August 6,688 

July 6.598 

June 6,052 


93.011 


BBOISTRATION. 


1.  January... 

2.  March 

8.  February. . 

4.  October.  . . 

5.  November. 

6.  December . 

7.  September. 

8.  April 

9.  August 

10.  May 

11.  July 

12.  June 


Total* 


824 
816 
811 
296 
294 
292 
266 
200 
129 
127 
118 
92 


2.759 


SabdivlilonB  of  total  registration. 


Non-reii- 
denu. 


19 
25 
18 
86 


98 


Teacbert 

and 
pupils. 


24 
15 
10 
55 


104 


Others. 


824 
316 
811 
253 
254 
264 
174 
200 
129 
127 
113 
92 


2,557 


*  Tbe  order  of  arrangement  of  the  months  is  dependent  on  the  rank  of  the  figures  in  this  column 
(Total),  and  not  of  the  others. 

APPENDIX  NO.  9. 


ACCBtfSIONS,   CIRCULATION,    AND  REGISTRATION,   FOR  SEVEN  TEARS. 


Circulation. 


Registration. 


Accessions. 

[No.  of  vols,  at  beginning]. . . .  [10,807.] 

I8t  year.  1878-79 8.491 90,685 10,810 

3d  year,   1879-80 3,381 98.386 2.890 

3d  year,  1880 1,407 67.620 2,075 

4lh  year.  1881 1,724 83,820 2,323 

^thyear.  1882 1,798 82,519 2,026 

^ih  year.  1983 4,833 85,486 2,616 

•7tb  year,  1884 6.482 98.011 2,557 


^Deduct  withdrawals. 


83,378.. 
1.728» 


596.027. 


31.650 

Average  yearly  accessions 4.767. 

Average  yearly  circulation 85,146. 

Average  yearly  registration 3.618. 


25.297 
369t 

24,928 


*  Books  condemned,  lost.  etc. 

A 


t  Removals  from  city,  etc. 
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APPENDIX  No.  10. 


COMPARISONS  OF  T78B  AND  SUPPLY,   FOR  THREE  YEARS. 

A.  Number  of  hooks  avaUMe  per  reader. 

1882.    No.  of  volumes  in  library,  (Jan.  1,  1882), 19,562 

No.  of  readers  registered,  (Jan.  1,  1882), 17.729 

No.  of  books  to  a  reader,  1.1. 

1888.     No.  of  volumes  in  library,  (Jan.  1,  1883) 21.148 

No.  of  readers  registered,  (Jan.  1,  1888), 19,755 

No.  of  books  to  a  reader,  1.07. 

1884.    No.  of  volumes  in  library,  (Jan.  1,  1884), 25,520 

No.  of  readers  registered,  (Jan.  1,  1884), 22,371 

No.  of  books  to  a  reader,  1.14. 

B.  No.  of  books  cuituaUy  used,  per  reader, 

1882.  No.  of  volumes  issued  for  the  year 82,519 

No.  of  readers  at  beginning  of  year, 17,729 

No.  of  books  used,  per  reader,  4.6. 

1883.  No.  of  volumes  issued  for  the  year,  85,486 

No.  of  readers  at  beginning  of  year 19,755 

No.  of  books  used  per  reader,  4.3. 

1884.  No.  of  volumes  issued  for  the  year, 93,011 

No.  of  readers  at  beginning  of  year, 22,871 

No.  of  books  used,  per  reader,  4.1. 

C.  TVm-cn^r,  or  afoerage  number  of  times  the  books  have  been  issued, 

1882.  No.  of  volumes  issued  for  the  year, 82,519 

No.  of  books  in  library  at  beginning  of  year 19,562 

Average  no.  of  issues  of  each  book,  4.2. 

1883.  No.  of  volumes  issued  for  the  year, 85,486 

No.  of  books  in  library  at  beginning  of  year, 21,148 

Average  no.  of  issues  of  each  book,  4.0. 

1884.  No.  of  volumes  issued  for  the  year, 98,011 

No.  of  books  in  library  at  beginning  of  year, 25,580 

Average  no.  of  issues  of  each  book,  3.6. 
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APPENDIX  NO.  11. 

The  Fiske  Harris  collection  of  works  on  Slavery  and  the  Rebellion  may  be 
regarded  as  divided  roughly  into  three  classes,  (1)  Slavery;  (2)  American  econo- 
mic and  political  history,  1789-1870;  (8)  The  War,  1861-65.  Under  the  head  of 
Slavery  are  comprised  works  on  the  African  races;  on  slavery  in  the  American 
colonies;  on  colonization  measures;  on  the  discussion  of  abolicion;  on  anti-slavery 
organizations;  on  Great  Britain's  abolition  of  slavery;  on  the  freed  since  the 
war,  etc. 

Under  the  head  of  American  economic  and  political  history,  1789-1870  are 
comprised  discussions  of  nullification;  of  the  annexation  of  Texas,  and  the  Mexi- 
can war;  of  the  Harper's  Ferry  insurrection;  of  the  Dred  Scott  decision;  of 
presidential  campaign  discussions;  and  of  international  relations  growing  out  of 
slavery,  etc. 

Under  the  head  of  the  War,  1861-65,  are  comprised  general  and  special  histo- 
ries; regimental  histories;  official  rolls  of  officers  and  men;  military  prison  life; 
hospital  life;  works  published  in  the  South  during  the  war;  biography  of  mili- 
tary characters;  lives  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  etc. 


LIST  OF  PERIODICALS  CURRENTLY  RECEIVED. 


American  Agriculturist,  (monthly). 

American  Architect,  (weekly). 

American  Journal  of  Philology,  (quar- 
terly). 

American  Journal  of  Science,  (monthly). 

American  Machinist,  (weekly). 

American  Naturalist,  (monthly). 
JLndover  Review,  (monthly). 
A.rt  Amateur,  (monthly). 
JLtlantic  Monthly,  (monthly). 
3l&ckwood's  Magazine,  (monthly). 
3ook  Notes,  [Rider's,]  (fortnightly). 
33ookmart,  (monthly), 
bookseller,  (monthly). 
Boston  Athensium,  [Bulletin], 
^radstreet's,  (weekly). 
British  Quarterly  Review,  (quarterly), 
^runonian,  (fortnightly), 
bulletin  Mensuel,  (monthly). 

^Balletm  of  the  Boston  Public  Library, 
(quarterly). 

bulletin  of  the  New  England  Meteoro- 
logical Society,  (monthly). 


Century,  (monthly). 

Chautauquan,  (monthly). 

Chatterbox,  (monthly). 

Civil  Service  Record,  (monthly). 

Congressional  Record,   (daily  during 

sessions). 
Contemporary  Review,  (monthly). 
Critic,  (weekly). 
Dial,  (monthly). 

Edinburgh  Review,  (quarterly). 
Education,  (quarterly). 
Essex  Institute.  Bulletin,  (monthly). 
Fortnightly  Review,  (monthly). 
Frank  Leslie^s  Illustrated  Newspaper, 

(weekly.) 
Ghirdener's  Monthly,  (monthly). 
Gewerbehalle,  (Workshop),  (monthly). 
Harper's  Bazar,  (weekly). 
Harper's  Monthly,  (monthly). 
Harper's  Weekly,  (weekly). 
Harper's  Young  People,  (weekly). 
Harvard  University  Bulletin  (quarterly), 
Illustrated  London  News,  (weekly). 
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Johns  Hopkins  University  Circulars,  North  American  Review,  (monthly.) 

(monthly).  OfDcial  Gazette  of  the  United  States 
Johns  Hopkins  University  Studies  in  Patent  Office,  (weekly). 

'Historical  and  Political  Science,  Ornithologist  and  05logist,  (monthly). 

(monthly).  Our  Dumb  Animals,  (monthly). 

Journal  of  Comparative  Medicine  and  Outing  and  the  Wheelman,  (monthly). 

Surgery,  (quarterly).  Popular  Science  Monthly,  (monthly). 

Journal  of  Education,  (weekly).  Popular  Science  News,  (monthly). 

Latine,  (monthly).  Psyche,  (bimonthly). 

Library  Chronicle,  (monthly).  Publishers'  Circular,  (weekly). 

Library  Journal,  (monthly).  Publishers*  Weekly,  (weekly). 

Library  of  Cornell  University,  (quar-  Punch,  (weekly). 

terly).  Quarterly  Review,  (quarterly). 

Life,  (weekly).  Random  Notes,  (monthly). 

Lippincott's  Magazine,  (monthly).  Rhode  Island  Historical  Magazine,  (quar- 
Literary  News,  (monthly).  terly). 

Literary  World,  (fortnightly).  Saint  Nicholas,  (monthly). 

Littell's  Living  Age,  (weekly).  Saturday  Review,  (weekly). 

Magazine   of   American    History,  Science,  (weekly). 

(monthly).  Scientific  American,  (weekly). 

Monthly  Oazette  of  English  Literature,  Scientific  American  Supplement,(weekly) 

(monthly).  Spectator,  (weekly). 

Musical  Times,  (monthly).  Sunday  School  Times,  (weekly). 
Narragansett  Historical  Register,  (quar-  Tuftonian,  (monthly). 

terly).  Ueber  Land  und  Meer,  (weekly). 

Nation,  (weekly).  Unitarian  Review,  (monthly). 

Nature,  (weekly).  Van  Nostrand's  Engineering  Magazine, 
New  England  Historical  and  Geneologi-         (monthly). 

cal  Register,  (quarterly).  Westminster  Review,  (quarterly). 

New  Jerusalem  Magazine,  (monthly).  Wide  Awake,  (monthly). 

Nineteenth  Century,  (monthly).  Total, 92 

The  following,  previously  received,  have  ceased  publication  during  the  past 
year:  Art  Folio,  Bibliographer,  Continent,  Mastery,  Monthly  Reference  Lists, 
Princeton  Review,  Workshop,  (the  latter  now  taken  in  its  German  version,  Ge- 
werbehalle).    Total,  7. 

APPENDIX  NO.  12. 

AlpTiabetical  list  of  donor$  and  record  of  gifts. 

Gifte  during  the  year  1884,  (volumes) 1,708 

"      "      •*      (reports), 8,218 

Total 4,916 

Gifts  during  the  6  preceding  years,  (volumes  and  reports,) 17,028 

Total,  from  the  beginning, 22,544 

Total  number  of  donors,  in  1884,  109. 
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TOLUUES  RKCEIVED  BT  OIIT. 

Total  number  of  volumes,  lucludiiiK  reports,  given  dnriDg  the  year  1884,    4,916 

Total  number  given  from  the  beginning 33,544 

Total  number  of  dooorain  1684 S8S 
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Firth,  A.,  Boston,  Haas.  

Ftaher,  C.  H..  M.  D 

Folger,  Hod.  C.  J.,  Wubiogt 
Folsom,  A.  A.,  BoBton.  Haw 

Fort,  W.  C,  New  York 

Fords,  Howard  &  Hurlburt,  N 
Foreicn  Eclectic  Co.,  Pbil&del 

Foster,  William  E 

Free  Public  Library,  Lawreoc 
Free  Public  Library,  Worcest 
Gkle,  Hiu  A.  C.  ProviduDce, 
Gunett,  W.  C,  Sl  Paul,  Uin 
Gardner,  Henry  W.,  Poatmaati 
Geaeral    Society  of    Hecbani 

New  York 

Gilmui,  Dftciel  C,  Fres.  Job 

sity,  Baltimore,  Hd. 

Gilwn,  J.  C,  Oakland,  Gal.. 

Gray,  Samuel  U 

Green,  a  A.,  M.  D.,  Boatoa, 
Grecnlekf,  E.  H.,  Boston,  Hu 
GriawoM,  W.  H.,  Bangor,  He 

Guy,  Hrs.  H 

Hall,   Professor  E.  W..  Colb] 

TlllcMe 

H^l,  JosepbD.,  Jr 

HKodaworth  Public  Library,  H 

Harris,  William  A 

Harsoa,  H.  J 

Hartford  Library  Associallon. 
Harvard  University,  Cambrid] 
Haverhill  Public  Library,  Hai 
Haynea,  H.  W.,  Boston,  Hmi 
Hayward,  Hon.  William  8. . . 

Hazard,  Rowland 

Haaard,  Thomas  R. 

Hazes,  General  W.  B.  Bee  U. 
Heraey,  O.  D.,  M.  D 


OF    TBC   LraitABUN. — AFFENDIX. 

APPENDIX  NO.  12.-Ofitf«w«i. 


PROTIDEMCB    PUBLIC    LIBKABT. 
APPENDIX  NO.  12.— Omhnusd. 


REPORT    or  TBK   LIBBABIAH. — APPENDIX. 

APPENDIX  NO.  l2.—GMKnwd. 


PBOTIDEMCE     PUBLIC     LIBBART. 

APPENDIX  NO.  12.-0mftnu«f. 


*A1«o  A  cluru  and  16  nupa. 
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APPENDIX  NO.  18. 

GIFTS  TO  THB  LIBRARY,  FOR  7  YEARS. 

Vols.      Reports.  Pamphlets.    Periodicals.  Value. 

Vols.  Nos. 

(1st  year),  1878-79. ...  8,077  787  844         178  8,408         $1,60880 

(2d     "),  1879-80...      660         1,086  811  75  1,577  43100 

(8d     "),  1880 288  405  286  22  946 

(4th    ••  ),  1881 457  447  887  57  1,148 

(5th    '*),1882 505  582  225  59  626 

(6th    "),  1888 8,080         1,874  171  16  814 

(7th    ••),  1884 1,708         8,218         1,065  88  491 

Total,  for  the  7  years..  14,710        7,884        2.759        495  9,000 
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EIGHTH  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARUN. 


To  THE  Board  of  Trustees  : 

Gentlemen  : — I  have  the  honor  to  present  herewith  my  eighth  annual 
report,  covering  the  operations  of  the  year  1885. 

GENERAL   STATEMENT.' 

The  books  in  the  library  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  consisted  (1)  of 
11,216  volumes  obtained  by  purchase;  (2)  694  received  as  exchanges, 
transfers,  etc. ;  (3)  21,463  gifts  from  various  sources.  Deducting 
1,723  volumes  which  had  been  withdrawn,  these  comprised  a  total  of 
31,650.' 

The  2,071  volumes  added'  during  the  year  just  closed  have  included 
(1)  971  obtained  by  purchase  ;  (2)  172  received  as  exchanges,  transfers, 
etc. ;  (3)  928  gifts  from  various  donors  ;*  making,  therefore,  after  de- 
ducting the  674  volumes  withdrawn  during  the  year,  a  present  total  of 
33,047.'    The  net  increase  is  therefore  1,397." 

THE    year's   growth. 

If  the  number  of  volumes  added  during  the  year  be  compared  with 
that  of  previous  years,  it  is  seen  to  be  considerably  below  the  average/ 
Moreover,  that  portion  of  the  total  additions  obtained  by  purchase  is 
much  smaller  than  has  usually  been  the  case.  Only  867  volumes  were 
parchased  during  the  year,"  and  for  these  the  sum  of  $1186.49  has  been 


>.     See  Appendix  No.  1. 

9.  See  Seventh  annnal  report,  p.  8,  20. 

s.  Bee  Appendix  No.  3  and  Appendix  No.  3. 

4.  See  Appendix  No.  10. 

•.  Bee  Appendix  No.  1. 

«.  The  groee  inereeee  ii  2071.    See  Appendix  No.  3. 

T.  Bee  Appendix  No.  8. 

*.  Bee  Appendix  No.  2.    There  were  kUo  bound  06  volumes  of  periodicals,  making  a  total  of  9T1. 


4  PROVIDENCE   PUBLIC   LIBRARY. 

paid.*  There  are  several  reasons  for  this.  At  the  annual  meeting  one 
year  ago  (Feb.  13,  1885),  a  systematic  apportionment  of  the  entire 
funds  available  for  the  financial  year  was  made.  Out  of  this  sum 
$1700  was  appropriated  for  the  purchase  of  books,"  a  sum  entirely  too 
small,  as  would  appear  from  the  experience  of  the  past  year.  The 
measure  was  adopted  as  a  part  of  the  more  complete  system  introduced 
in  the  treasurer's  department,  and  in  order  to  serve  as  a  precaution 
against  too  great  an  encroachment  on  the  principal  of  the  library's 
funds.  The  experience  of  one  year,  however,  has  shown  that  the  large 
unexpended  balances  in  other  departments  of  expenditure  would  have 
warranted  a  very  material  increase  in  the  amount  appropriated  for 
books,  and  it  is  earnestly  recommended  that  this  increase  be  made.  In 
the  second  place,  there  have,  by  an  unusual  combination  of  circum- 
stances, been  included  in  the  amount  entered  as  expenditures  of  188r>, 
not  only  the  periodical  bills  of  that  year,  but  those  of  another  year.  This 
also  will  in  future  be  obviated.  The  new  plan  has,  however,  been  a 
beginning  in  the  right  direction,  and  subsequent  years  will  render  nec- 
essary only  an  advance  upon  this  line. 

A  word  should  also  be  said  of  the  character  of  the  purchases  made. 
The  plan  briefly  noted  in  the  report  of  one  year  ago,'  as  having  been 
devised  for  the  more  adequate  supplying  of  the  library  with  such  works 
of  current  literature  as  are  wanted  for  examination,  has  been  developed 
and  extended.  By  a  joint  arrangement  between  this  library  and  the 
Providence  Athenrcum,  existing  since  Nov.  1,  1885,  the  two  libraries 
are  supplied  with  a  much  wider  choice  in  this  particular  than  has  here- 
tofore been  possible.  In  addition  to  the  benefit  thus  resulting,  it  has 
also  been  made  possible  to  bring  about  a  common  knowledge  of  the 
books  purchased  by  the  two  libraries  respectively,  to  a  far  greater  ex- 
tent than  before.  Should  still  other  libraries  be  brought  within  the 
scope  of  this  joint  arrangement,  no  doubt  the  beneficial  results  would 
be  proportionally  extended.  The  common  object  of  the  various  libra- 
ries existing  in  a  city  like  this  is  to  benefit  and  assist  the  community  in 
which  they  are  placed,  and  in  this  light  they  may  not  improperly  be 
regarded  as  constituting  in  the  aggregate  one  collection.  This,  as  a 
whole,  should  be*  made  as  inclusive  as  possible,  while,  in  detail,  there 


^  The  total  amount  expended  on  ibe  "library  account"  during  the  year  (books  and  periodicals) 
waa  $1438.39,  but  of  tbis,  $251.90  was  for  the  yearly  Bubscription  to  periodicals.  S«e  Appendix 
No.  9. 

3.  The  otbcr  purposes  for  wbicb  money  is  expended  by  tbi8  committee  fall  under  the  bead  of 
Binding  account,  Catalogue  account,  £xi>enBe  account  and  Service  account. 

3.    See  tieventb  annual  report,  p.  7. 
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must,  of  course,  be  a  careful  differentiation  of  the  various  separate 
collections,  as  compared  with  each  other.  Thus,  out  of  the  several 
hundred  books  offered  for  sale  to  the  three  or  four  libraries  in  the  city 
to  which  reference  has  been  made  above,  perhaps  50  per  cent,  may  be 
set  down  as  "  common  material,"  wanted  by  two  or  more  of  the  libra- 
ries, each  for  its  own  collection.  It  is  outside  of  this  circle  that  the 
differentiation  begins,  and  it  is  here  that  the  opportunity  for  consulta- 
tion becomes  of  service.  Of  course,  this  principle,  valuable  as  it  is, 
can  easily  be  misapplied.  For  instance,  the  benefits  of  the  Providence 
Public  Library  are  enjoyed  by  all  the  community,  with  no  charge  for 
the  privilege,  while  a  fee  is  charged  in  certain  other  instances.  To 
place  a  particular  book,  therefore,  in  either  one  of  these  other  libraries  is 
not  the  same  thing  as  to  place  it  in  this  library,  so  far  as  its  use  by  the 
whole  community  is  concerned.  Again,  the  character  of  some  of  these 
libraries,  as  for  instance,  that  of  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society, 
is  distinctly  special,  and  between  the  ordinary  purchases  of  such  a  li- 
brary and  those  of  the  Providence  Athenaeum,  there  would  be  a  very 
wide  difference.  Nevertheless,  after  all  this  has  been  said,  it  remains 
true  that  the  opportunity  for  planning  in  common  will  be  of  great  ser- 
vice, and  has  been  of  great  service  already.  A  book  comes  before  the 
purchasing  committee  of  Library  A.,  we  will  say,  for  examination. 
The  comment  on  it  is  that  the  book  is  of  unquestioned  value  and  im- 
portance, and  plainly  ought  to  be  accessible  to  the  reading  public  in 
our  local  community,  in  some  one  of  its  local  libraries.  It  is,  however, 
a  book  which  would  be  much  more  appropriately  placed  in  Library  B. 
than  in  Library  A.,  and  one  copy  in  the  city  would  be  enough.  In- 
quiry reveals  the  fact  that  Library  B.  has  bought  it,  or  is  about  to  buy 
it,  and  this  settles  the  question  of  its  purchase  by  Library  A.  This 
may,  at  first  sight,  appear  to  be  a  measure  rather  for  saving  money  than 
for  buying  books.  It  is,  however,  advocated  for  a  different  reason, 
since  the  money  thus  saved  would  be  at  once  available  for  the  acquisi- 
tion of  other  and  much  needed  publications  in  various  departments  of 
thought,  for  which  the  scholar  living  in  a  city  like  this  ought  not  be 
obliged  to  ask  everywhere  in  vain.  It  assuredly  ought  not  to  be  the 
case  in  a  community  so  well  supplied  as  this  with  funds  for  the  endow- 
ment of  libraries,  that  a  practised  scholar,  trained  in  the  modern  prin- 
ciples of  scientific  investigation,  and  familiar  with  the  resources  available 
in  the  libraries  of  other  centres  of  scholarship  in  Europe  and  this  coun- 
try, should  become  painfully  aware  of  the  difference,  in  settling  here. 
Constant  growth  and  symmetrical  development  are  the  ends  which 
should  be  aimed  at  in  the  future  accessions  to  our  Providence  libraries. 
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THE   year's    use.' 


The  number  of  volumes  issued  for  home  use  is  the  largest  in  any 
year  thus  far,  namely,  93,587.  The  figures  for  the  past  four  years 
respectively  are  as  follows :    in   1882,  82,519 ;   in   1883,  85,486 ;   in 

1884,  93,011 ;  in  1885,  93,587."  The  average  daily  use  during  1885 
was  301 +,  and  the  highest  issue  of  any  one  day  was  773.' 

The  table*  showing  tlie  distribution  of  this  aggregate  use  through  the 
various  months  of  the  year  indicates  an  issue  of  over  10,000  volimies 
during  one  of  the  months  (March) .  Not  only  has  this  month — being 
a  little  past  the  middle  of  the  winter — always  stood  at  the  head  of  the 
column  of  months,  but  the  winter  and  early  spring  months  in  general 
have  largely  surpassed,  in  number  of  volumes  issued,  the  remainder  of 
the  year. 

As  regards  the  classified  tabulation^  of  the  issues  of  the  past  year, 
the  improvement  cited  in  the  last  few  annual  reports  has  steadily  con- 
tinued. As  has  been  stated  above,  the  aggregate  circulation  has  grad- 
ually increased  during  the  past  few  years.  Yet  during  the  same  period 
the  issue  of  works  of  fiction  (adult  and  juvenile)  has  by  no  means  kept 
pace  with  it.  The  issues  of  these  two  classes  of  fiction  amounted  to 
56,323  in  1882 ;"  59,324  in  1883  ;'  62,417  in  1884  ;*  and  only  58,286 
in  1885."  Moreover,  in  the  same  years  the  balance  of  the  circulation — 
comprising  the  works  of  a  more  improving  character — reached  the  sum 
of  26,196  in  1882;    26,162  in  1883;   30,594  in  1884,  and  35,100  in 

1885.  In  1883,  these  two  portions  of  the  circulation — the  fiction  and 
the  non-fiction — stood  to  each  other  respectively  as  70 -f-  and  29-|-,'"  on 
a  basis  of  100.  In  1885,  they  were  as  62+  and  374-,'*  a  somewhat 
noteworthy  change  in  two  years. 

Out  of  the  35,100  volumes  comprised  under  the  above  description  of 
non-fiction,  in  1885,  18,205  are  comprised  under  the  heading,  **  His- 
torical classes  '* ;  and  10,697  under  that  of  '*  Arts  and  sciences."  In 
the  division.  History,  alone,  the  number  issued  in  1883  was  4,291 ;   in 


>.  See  Appendix  No.  6. 

3.  See  Appendix  No.  8. 

3.  January  17, 1885.    See  Appendix  No.  6. 

*,  See  Appendix  No.  7. 

^,  See  Appendix  No.  6,  D. 

*.  See  Fifth  annual  report,  p.  18. 

7.  See  Sixth  annual  report,  p.  20. 

^.  See  Seventh  annual  report,  p.  24. 

*.  See  Appendix  No.  6  of  the  present  report. 

>o.  See  Sixtli  annual  report,  p.  2M). 

11.  Bee  Appendix  No.  6,  D.,  of  thia  report. 
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1884,  6,171 ;  and  in  1885,  6,806.  In  Biography,  the  number  issued  in 
1883  was  3,778  ;  in  1884,  3,942  ;  in  1885,  4,717.  In  Natural  science, 
there  were  issued  in  1883,  1,937 ;  in  1884,  2,434 ;  and  in  1885,  2,750. 
In  Art,  the  issues  of  1883  were  1,479  ;  of  1884,  1,708  ;  and  of  1885, 
1,832.' 

WHOM   DOES   THE   LIBRARY   BENEFIT? 

What  was  said  of  the  rarious  classes  using  the  library  two  years  ago 
is  still  true,  to  a  large  extent.  There  is,  however,  one  aspect  of  the 
matter,  not  there  referred  to,  which  is  of  considerable  interest,  namely, 
the  constantly  developing  appetite  for  and  appreciation  of  an  institution 
like  this  in  a  community.  The  Boston  Public  Library,  for  instance, 
never  met  with  such  exacting  expectations  on  the  part  of  the  commu- 
nity in  which  it  is  situated,  as  after  the  library  had  become  well  known 
in  the  community,  and  its  benefits  had  been  actually  experienced  by  a 
wide  circle  of  readers.  This  library  is  now  reaching  a  period  in  its 
history  when  there  is  not  so  much  a  necessity  for  convincing  the  public 
of  the  utility  of  a  public  library,  as  there  is  for  meeting  the  expectations 
of  the  community  in  regard  to  what  may  be  furnished  by  the  library. 
From  this  point  of  view,  also,  the  funds  at  the  disposal  of  this  institu- 
tion are  emphatically  inadequate. 

There  are  three  directions,  in  particular,  in  which  the  library  is  com- 
ing to  be  recognized  more  and  more  as  an  institution  of  preeminent 
serviceableness.  The  first  of  these  is  in  connection  with  the  schools. 
There  will  never  be  a  time  at  which  the  relations  between  these  two 
educational  institutions — the  school  and  the  library — will  not  be  inti- 
mate and  noteworthy.  The  past  year  has  been  one  of  distinct  progress 
in  this  direction.  As  stated  in  the  report  of  one  year  ago,  it  is  now 
possible  for  non-residents  who  are  connected  with  the  schools,  either  as 
teachers  or  pupils,  to  obtain  cards  for  using  the  library,  and  also  for 
any  teacher  to  obtain  cards  for  special  use  in  connection  with  school 
work ;  and  it  was  also  stated  that  one  or  more  of  the  classes  in  the 
Rhode  Island  Normal  School  have  visited  the  library  in  company  with 
their  teachers,  for  the  study  and  comparison  of  works  relating  to  a 
given  topic'  These  three  methods  have  also  been  employed  during  the 
year  just  closed,  and  have  abundantly  justified  their  existence.  In 
this  connection  also  should  be  mentioned  the  specific  efforts  which  have 


■.    See  Heventb  annual  report,  Appendix  No.  7,  and  the  present  report,  Appendix  No.  6. 
s.    See  Seventh  annual  report,  p.  8, 11. 
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been  employed  in  connection  with  certain  of  the  public  schools,  for  very 
greatly  increasing  the  intelligent  use  given  to  the  books  by  the  pupils. 
There  was  published  about  the  1st  of  December,  1885,  the  ^^  Sixth 
annual  list  of  *  ♦  *  books  for  young  people,"  prepared  by  Mr.  J. 
M.  Sawin,  the  principal  of  the  Point  Street  School,  a  most  careful  and 
serviceable  guide  in  the  direction  indicated.  Since  the  date  of  the  last 
report,  a  Teachers'  Reading  Circle  has  been  formed  in  Rhode  Island, 
for  the  more  intelligent  study  of  educational  and  other  topics,  by  teachers 
themselves.  This  organization  has  laid  out  its  work  under  such  gen- 
eral divisions  as  Literature,  History,  Geography,  Language,  etc.,  each 
of  these  divisions  being  under  the  charge  of  some  experienced  teacher, 
who  plans  and  arranges  a  course  of  reading  under  it.  That  this  opens 
still  another  avenue  in  which  the  library's  resources  ma}*  be  made  avail- 
able, is  at  once  evident,  and  it  will  be  highly  desirable,  not  only  to 
furnish  such  of  these  books  as  may  be  here  contained,  when  wanted  by 
these  intelligent  teachers,  but  to  procure  such  of  them  as  are  not  at 
present  here. 

Still  another  direction  in  which  the  benefits  of  a  public  library  may 
be  traced  is  in  the  general  elevation  of  the  standard  of  taste  and  schol- 
arship in  a  community.  The  ''  literary  prestige  "  which  has  for  many 
years  been  closely  associated  with  Boston  has  been  attributed  in  some 
degree  to  the  existence  in  that  community  of  the  Boston  Public  Library. 
The  most  significant  testimony  to  this  effect  is  perhaps  to  be  found  in 
a  recent  article  published,  not  in  Boston,  but  in  New  York,  and  pre- 
sumably unprejudiced.  "The  effect  of  the  Boston  Public  Library," 
remarks  The  CritiCy^  "  on  the  general  cultivation  of  the  people  cannot 
be  overestimated.  A  great  storehouse  of  books,  with  numerous  branches 
through  which  its  treasures  may  be  distributed  broadcast  over  the 
town — what  greater  educational  influence  can  there  be  in  any  commu- 
nity? If  New  York  is  ever  to  rival  Boston  as  a  literary  centre,  she 
must  have  uot  only  her  Harvard,  but  her  Public  Library.  The  general 
recognition  of  the  importance  to  the  intellectual  life  of  the  metropolis 
of  a  great  free  circulating  library,"  the  writer  adds,  "is  necessary, 
first  of  all." 

We  are  glad  to  believe  that  such  recognition  is  becoming  an  accom- 
plished fact  in  our  own  community. 

>.     The  Critic,  Jan.  16, 1886,  p.  26. 
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Is  the  library,  however,  in  a  condition  to  act  upon  this  recognition, 
and  to  avail  itself  of  the  exceptional  opportunities  for  effective  service 
which  such  a  state  of  things  presents  ?  In  order  to  do  this,  much  more 
is  needed  than  is  at  present  at  its  command.  More  books ;  more 
money ;  more  room ;  a  building  of  its  own.  These  are  some  of  the 
urgent  needs  of  the  library  at  present.  To  be  sure,  there  has  scarcely 
been  a  time  since  the  opening  of  the  library,  iu  1878,  when  one  or  more 
of  these  needs  did  not  exist,  but  never  iu  such  an  urgent  form  as  at 
present.  Generous  friends  of  the  library  have,  from  time  to  time  during 
the  last  eight  years,  been  making  additions  to  its  funds,  and  these  have 
been  a  help  towards  placing  the  library  in  the  position  which  it  occupies 
today.  What  is  now  needed  is  a  gift  of  money  sufficiently  large  to 
enable  the  library  to  meet  adequately  the  increased  expectations  now 
forme<l  concerning  it.  During  these  last  few  years,  other  cities  than 
Providence  have  been  reaping  the  benefit  of  such  gifts,  and  of  noble 
private  munificence.  On  the  9th  of  last  December,  the  sum  of  $3,000,- 
000,  "  for  the  establishment  and  support  of  a  free  public  library,*'  in 
the  city  of  Chicago,  by  the  will  of  the  late  Mr.  Walter  Newberry,  be- 
came available  for  that  purpose.  *'  This,"  says  Mr.  W.  F.  Poole,  "  is 
the  largest  foundation  for  a  free  library  ever  made  in  this  or  any  other 
country."  The  necessary  steps  will  be  at  once  taken  for  putting  into 
tangible  fonn  this  immensely  valuable  public  gift,  and  thus  realizing 
the  generous  intentions  of  the  giver.  In  Baltimore,  on  the  4th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1886,  there  was  opened  to  the  public  a  magnificent  public  library 
building,  with  a  capacity  of  more  than  200,000  volumes,  and  at  the 
same  time  several  branch  libraries  in  outlying  sections  of  the  city. 
This  noble  gift  to  the  city  of  Baltimore  represents  the  generosity  and 
public  spirit  of  a  living  and  highly  respected  citizen  of  Baltimore,  Mr. 
Enoch  Pratt.  The  whole  amount  of  Mr.  Pratt's  gift  to  the  city,  for 
the  land,  the  building,  the  books,  etc.,  is  upwards  of  $1,000,000,  and 
will  ensure  an  annual  income  to  the  library  of  $50,000.  The  occasion 
of  the  public  exercises  of  dedication  was  a  most  interesting  one.  ^'  It 
was,"  says  an  eye-witness,  ^'  an  inspiring  sight  when  the  large  audience 
at  the  opening  services  rose  as  one  person,  and  gave  cheer  after  cheer,  as 
Mr.  Pratt  rose  to  speak.  He  said  but  a  few  words,  simple,  modest, 
and  to  the  point."  Assuredly,  the  position  of  a  man  who  has  found  it 
possible  to  give  such  pleasure  to,  and  confer  such  lasting  benefit  upon, 
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his  fellow-citizens,  is  enviable  in  the  extreme.  In  *San  Francisco,  Mr. 
Adolph  Sutro  is  about  erecting  a  magnificent  building  for  a  free  public 
library.  He  has  already  given  some  of  the  best  years  of  his  life  to  the 
collection  of  the  books  which  are  to  be  placed  in  it,  numbering  upwards 
of  60,000,  and  of  wholly  exceptional  value.  This  princely  gift,  when 
all  preliminary  arrangements  are  made,  he  is  to  hand  over  to  the  city, 
for  the  use  of  the  citizens.  Another  noteworthy  instance  of  liberality 
is  to  be  seen  in  the  enterprising  young  city  of  Minneapolis.  Not  only 
has  a  charter,  almost  unique  in  its  provisions,  been  secured  from  the 
Minnesota  legislature,  but  the  public  spirit  of  the  citizens  has  found 
expression  in  gifts  which  secure  at  once  a  library  building  costing  more 
than  $200,000.  Some  portions  of  New  England,  moreover,  to  come 
nearer  home,  are  becoming  closely  dotted  with  libraries,  beautifully 
housed  and  munificently  endowed.  Private  liberality  and  public  spirit 
are  alike  perpetuated  by  such  admirable  gifts  for  the  public  use  as  the 
free  public  libraries  at  North  Easton,  Quincy,  Haverhill,  Methuen, 
Woburn,  Concord,  Maiden  and  Chelsea.  It 'is  believed  that  the  cita- 
tion of  instances  like  these'  cannot  fail  to  be  of  interest  to  the  public- 
spirited  citizens  of  our  own  community.  Happil}^  the  occasion  is  a 
most  fortunate  one  at  which  to  bring  such  a  matter  as  this  to  general 
attention  ;  for  the  current  year  is  to  witness  the  observance  of  the  two 
huifdred  and  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  settlement  of  Providence. 
Towns  and  cities  of  enlightened  traditions  and  wholesome  local  pride 
have,  from  the  first,  thought  it  only  fitting  to  signalize  in  some  manner 
the  recurrence  of  such  anniversaries  in  their  local  history.  What  more 
fitting  method  of  signalizing  this  memorable  occasion  in  our  own  annals 
could  there  be  than  that  of  suitably  and  adequately  endowing  the  public 
library,  an  institution  preeminent  in  its  exceptional  opportunities  for 
benefiting  the  whole  community? 

"There  is,"  said  Mr.  James  Russell  Lowell,  in  his  recent  admirable 
address  at  Chelsea,'  *'  no  way  in  which  a  man  can  build  so  secure  and 
lasting  a  monument  for  himself  as  in  a  public  library.  Upon  that  he 
may  confidently  allow  '  Resurgam'  to  be  carved,  for  through  his  good 
deed  he  will  rise  again  in  the  grateful  remembrance  and  in  the  lifted 
and  broadened  minds  and  fortified  characters  of  generation  after  gen- 
eration.'* 

With  this  we  commend  the  matter  to  the  public-spirited  citizens  of 


>.     A  ttuminarized  aocoiint  of  Moine  of  thoMe  iimtances  appeared  in  tho  Providence  Journal  of  Jan. 
4.  1886. 
?.    Printeti  in  Library  Journal,  January,  1886,  p.  14. 
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Providence,  trusting  that  our  ueed  and  their  opportunity  will  speak 
more  loudly  for  the  library  than  any  articulate  words. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WILLIAM  E.  FOSTER, 

Librarian, 
February  12,  1886. 
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APPENDIX  NO.  1. 


QBNERAL  STATEMENT. 


Books  in  circulation 

Reports.. 

Books  for  reference. 


• 

• 

a 

• 

a 

no 
no 

< 

Withdrawn 
1885. 

22,427 

1.460 

674 

8.181 

505 

1.092 

106 

81,e50 

2,071» 

674 

O  QO 
00      • 

9i  a 


28.213 
8,636 
1.198 

33,047 


>.    Benides  tbete  addhions.  there  have  been  during  the  year  accessioiu  of  185  pamphlets,  49  vol' 
QineA  of  periodicals,  and  816  numbers  of  periodicals. 


APPENDIX  NO.  2. 


SOURCES  OF  ACCESSIONS. 


J.— Purchases 


A -Gifts. 


C— Exchanges. 


SOURCES. 


Deduct  total  withdrawals. 


No. 

Jan.  1, 

1885. 

/^dded 

in 
1885. 

11,216 

971 

21,463 

928 

694 

172 

33.373 

2,071 

1 

No. 

Jan.  1. 

1886. 


12,187 
22.391 
866 
35,444 
2.397 
33,047 
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APPENDIX  NO.  3. 


GROSS  AND  NET  INCRBASR. 


GAIN. 


A— From  gifts 928 

B. — By  transfer,  exchange,  etc...  172 
C. — Purchases. 

(1)  Books 876)  071 

(2)  Periodicals  bound...  95  }  ^'^ 

2.071 

Total  gain 2,071 

Deducting  total  loss 674 

Net  gain 1,397 

No.  of  vols.,  Jan.  1,  1885 31,650 

Present  no.,  Jan.  1,  1886..  33.047 


LOSS. 


Books  condemned,  etc 674 

No.  previously  withdrawn 1,723 

Total,  to  Dec.  31,  1885 2,897 

Vols,  in  library,  Jan.  1,  1886....  88,047 


Total    accessions,    from   begin- 
ning  85,444 


APPENDIX  NO.  4. 


CLASSIFICATION  OF  ACCESSIONS. 


Bank  in  no.  of  vols,  added  in  1886. 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 


♦rUnassigned] 231 

Fiction  [Adult] 222 

Biography 169 

History 168 

Miscellaneous  literature 158 

Geography 153 

Aocial  science 142 

Philosophical  science 105 

Fiction  [Juvenile] 86 

Natural  science 63 

Art 59 

Practical  science 49 


Unclassified. 


1.605 
466 


2,071 
No.  of  vols.  Jan.  1,  1885 31,650 


Deduct  withdrawals. 


33,721 
674 


Total,  Jan.  1,  1886 33,047 


Bank  in  present  total  no.  of  vols. 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5, 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 


Social  science 6,386 

Fiction  [Adult] 4,278 

[Unassigned] 4,240 

History 2,958 

Biography 2,683 

Miscellaneous  literature....  2,469 

Geography 2.085 

Fiction  [Juvenile] 1,614 

Philosophical  science 1,591 

Natural  science 1,011 

Practical  science. 987 

Art 652 


80,702 
Add  those  unclassified 2,345 


Total,  Jan.  1.  1886 88.047 


*  Bookii  which,  through  the  miscelloneout  character  of  their  contents,  coald  be  iMigned  to  no 
specific  class. 
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APPENDIX  NO.  5. 


INCKEA8B  IN  REGISTRATION. 


Jan.  1, 
1885. 

Total  number  of  registration  numbers  occupied 24,928 

Number  cancelled 890 

Net  gain  in  names,  1885 

Total  registration  from  beginning 25,818 

Average  daily  number  of  new  names  registered,  1885.. 


Added 

Jan.  1, 

durioff  1885. 

1886. 

2.128 

27.056 

145 

1,035 

1,983 

6.8 


2».0UI 


REGISTRATION  BT  WARDS. 


Rank  by 
Name  of  population, 
the  ward.       June  1,1883^ 


1.  Tenth 22.211 

2.  Ninth 16.767 

3.  First 15,198 

4.  Eighth 14,189 

6.     Seventh 10,178 

6.  Fifth 9,595 

7.  Third 9,460 

8.  Fourth 6.988 

9.  Sixth 6,566 

10.     Second 5,603 

116,755 


Rank  by  absolute 

no.  of  cards  at 

end  of  7th  year. 


1.  Ninth 8,319 

2.  First 2,801 

8.  Fifth 2,705 

4.  Eighth 2.628 

5.  Fourth 2,523 

6.  Seventh 2,243 

7.  Tenth 2,214 

8.  Second 2,053 

9.  Sixth 2.006 

10.  Third 1,932 

24,419 
Number  omitted. .      509 


24,928 


Percentage 

of  population.* 

[7th  year.] 


t.  Second 36.6 

2.  Fourth 86.1 

3.  Sixth 30.5 

4.  Fifth 28.1 

5.  Seventh 22.03 

6.  Third 20.4 

7.  Ninth 19.7 

8.  Eighth 18.48 

9.  First 18.43 

10.  Tenth 9.9 

*  Based  on  census  of  June 
1,  1883. 


No.  registered 
8th  year. 


1.  Ninth.  ..  332 

2.  Eighth.  .  287 
8.  Fourth..  248 

4.  First....  241 

5.  Seventh..  216 

6.  Fifth....  205 

7.  Tenth.  ..  180 

8.  Sixth 158 

9.  Second..  150 
10.  Third....  Ill 


2,128 
Add    num- 
ber at  be- 
ginning of 
year 24.928 

27,056 


Present  absolute 

number  of  cards, 

[Jan.  1.  1886.] 


Kame  Rank  by 

of  population, 

the  June   1, 

ward.  1885. 


1.  Ninth 3.651 

2.  First 3,042 

3.  j  Fifth..  )     J  2.910 
4.1  Eighth  f     J  2,910 

5.  Fourth....  2,771 

6.  Seventh...  2,459 

7.  Tenth 2.394 

8.  Second....  2,203 

9.  Sixth 2,164 

10.     Third 2,043 

26,547 

Number  acci- 
dentally omit- 
ted       509 

27,056 


1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 


Tenth... 
Ninth. .. 
First..  . 
Eighth. . 
Seventh. 
Third. . . 
Fifth... 
Sixth . . . 
Fourth.. 
Second.. 


.24,490 
.17,536 
.15,171 
.14,107 
.  10,035 
.  9.251 
.  9,221 
.  6,488 
.  6,233 
.  5,538 


118,070 


Present   percentage 
of  the  population.* 


1.  Fourth.... 45  3 

2.  Second.... 38.1 

3.  Sixth 33.4 

4.  Fifth 31.5 

5.  Seventh.  ..24.4 

6.  Third 22.1 

7.  Ninth 20.84 

8.  Eighth.... 20.81 

9.  First 20.6 

10.  Tenth 9.7 

♦Based  on  the  cen- 
sus of  June  1,  1885. 
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APPENDIX  NO.  5.— Continued. 


At  end  of 
Ist  year. 

At  end  of  7th  year. 

At  end  of  8th  year. 

Total  east  side 
wards 

Total  west  side 
wards 

Tenth  ward.... 

3,063 

6,322 
1,043 

10,428 

6,746 

15,283 
2.207 

7,288 

16,865 
2,394 

1 

24,236 
With  omissions,  24,419 

26,547 
With  omissions,  27,056 

[A.] 


AOGREUATE. 


Total  DO.  of  vols,  used  at  the 
library 

Total  no.  taken  for  home  uie 


Total  in  both  classes. 


APPENDIX  NO.  6. 


CIRCULATION. 


C8 


14,007 
90,685 


104,692 


es 
o 
>, 

©I 


it 


10,427 
93,386 


103,813 


m 


7,222;       6,867 
67,620      83,320 


74,842;     90,177 


i 


8,075 
82,519 


90,594 


8 


9,382 
85.486 


27,406 
93.011 


94,878 


120,417 


b 

s 


[B.]      USE  OF  THK   LIBRARY   WITHIN  THE  ROOM. 


BOOKS   CONSULTED. 


PERIODICALS,  ETC. 


Largest  use  on  any  day  [March  19] 336 

Smallest  on  any  day..  ..[[June  26] 16 

I^argest  in  any  week [March  2  to  7] 842  [Nov.  30  to  Dec.  5].   648 

Braallcstinany  week...  [Aug.  3to7] 141  [Dec.  21  to  26] ... .    314 


[C]  BOOKS  TAKBN 
FOR  HOME  USB. 


[Aug.  19] 206  [Jan.  17] 

[June  12] 22  [Oct.  13] 

[Feb.  0  to  14] 2, 


largest  in  any  month..- 
Smallest  in  any  month. . 
Average  monthly  use... 
Average  weekly  use.. . . 
Average  daily  use 


[March] 2,880 

[July] 790 

1,675 

386+ 

65+ 


[March] 2,383 

[June] 1,674 

1,987 

458-f 

77+ 


[June  29  to  July  4]..  .1,1 

[March] 10, 

[July] 6,70' 

7. 

1. 


771 


u 

9 
07 
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APPENDIX  NO.  e.'-coniinued. 

D.      CLASSIFICATION  OF  CIRCULATION. 

(1.)    By  the  doM^fication  adopted  in  this  library. 

Percentage 
of  total. 

(1)  Fiction  (adult) . . .  .40,540  )  ro  oqa  ao  oo-      i  43.8+ 
Fiction  auvenile).  17.746  ]  ^*^ ®*-^"^     \  18.9+ 

(2)  History 6,806 7.2+ 

(3)  Geography 6,682 7.1+ 

(4)  Biography 4,717 5.+ 

(5)  Miscellaneous 3,837 8.6+ 

(6)  [Unassigned] 8.169 3.3+ 

(7)  Natural  science 2,750 2.9+ 

(8)  Social  science 2,096 2.2+ 

(9)  Practical  science 1,969 2.1 

(10)  Philosophical  science 1,943 2.+ 

(11)  Art 1,832 1.9+ 


98.587  100 

(2.)    By  the  ekutificaiion  (idapted  by  the  American  Library  Association, 

A.     Literary  dosses. 

Juveniles 17,746 

Prose  fiction 40,540 

Essays,  poetry,  drama,  etc 6,807 

Periodicals,  literary 92 


Total,  Literary  classes 64,685 

B.     Historical  classes. 

Geography  and  travels. 6,682 

Biography 4,717 

History 6. 806 


Total,  Historical  classes 18,205 

C.     Arts  and  sciences. 

Fine  arts 1,832 

Industrial  arts 1,969 

Natural  science 2,750 

Philology 107 

Social  and  political  science 2,096 

Philosophy  and  theology 1,943 


Summary, 


Total,  Arts  and  sciences 10,697 

Literary  classes 64,685) 

Historical  classes 18,205  C  98,587 

ArU  and  sciences 10,697  j 
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APPENDIX  NO.  7. 


RANK  OF  ICONTHB  IN  CIRCULATION  AND  REGISTRATION. 


CIRCULATION. 

BBOI9TBATION. 

Total. 

Bubdivisions  of  total  regiatratlon. 

Non-resi- 
dents. 

Teacben 

and 

pupils. 

Oth«n. 

1.  March 10.249 

2.  January 9,907 

8.     February 9,528 

4.  April 8,584 

5.  October 7,954 

6.  November 7,612 

7.  May 7,582 

8.  December....  7.489 

9.  June 6,616 

10.  September....  6.462 

11.  August 5,952 

12.  July 5,707 

1.  January. ... 

2.  February. . . 

3.  October.... 

4.  March 

5.  November. . 

6.  September. . 

7.  December.. 

8.  April 

9.  May 

10.  August 

11.  July 

12.  June 

806 
286 
246 
240 
287 
185 
172 
170 
119 
112 
105 
102 

7 

22 

14 

11 

12 

7 

6 

9 

6 

1 

10 

14 

2 

5 

8 
6 
1 
2 
8 
1 
1 
4 

289 
250 
280 
224 
217 
172 
165 
159 
110 
111 
104 
97 

93,587 

2,280 

95 

57 

2,128 

APPENDIX  NO.  8. 


ACCBBSIONS,   CIRCULATION,    AND  REGISTRATION,    FOR  SIGHT  TEARS. 


Circulation. 


Regisiration 


A  occasions. 

[No.  of  vols,  at  beginning] [10,307] 

let  year,  1878-79 3,491 90,685 10,810 

2d  year,  1879-80 3,331 93,886 8,890 

8d   year.  1880 1,407 67,620 2,075 

4th  year,  1881 1,724 88,820 2.823 

5th  year,  1882 1,798 82.519 2,026 

6th  year,  1883 4,888 85,486 9,616 

7th  year,  1884. 6,482 98.011 2,557 

8th  year,  1885 2,256 93587 2,280 


Deduct  withdrawals, 


35,629 
2.897» 


689,614 


38,282 

Average  yearly  accessions 4,458 

Average  yearly  circulation 86,228 

Average  yearly  registration 8,447 


27,577 
521t 

27,056 


*  Books  condemned,  lost,  etc. 


t  Removals  from  dty,  etc. 
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APPENDIX  NO.  9. 


LIST  OF  PERIODICALS  CURRBNTLT  RECEIVED. 


American  Agriculturist,  (monthly). 

American  Architect,  (weekly). 

American  Historical  Association  Papers. 

American  Journal  of  Philology,  (quar- 
terly). 

American  Journal  of  Science,  (monthly). 

American  Machinist,  (weekly). 

American  Naturalist,  (monthly). 

Andover  Review,  (monthly). 

Art  Amateur,  (monthly). 

Association  Notes,  (monthly). 

Atlantic  Monthly,  (monthly). 

Blackwood*8  Magazine,  (monthly). 

Book  Hunter,  [Gregory's]. 

Book  Notes,  [Rider's,]  (fortnightly). 

Bookmart,  (monthly). 

Bookseller,  (monthly). 

Boston  Athenseum,  [Bulletin]. 

Bradstreet's,  (weekly). 

British  Quarterly  Review,  (quarterly). 

Brunonian,  (fortnightly). 

Bulletin  Mensuel,  (monthly). 

Bulletin  of  the  Boston  Public  Library, 
(quarterly). 

Bulletin  of  the  New  England  Meteoro- 
logical Society,  (monthly). 

Century,  (monthly). 

Chautauquan,  (monthly). 

Civil  Service  Record,  (monthly). 

Congressional  Record,  (daily  during 
sessions). 

Contemporary  Review,  (monthly). 

Cooperative  Index  to  Periodicals, 
(monthly). 

Critic,  (weekly). 

Edinburgh  Review,  (quarterly). 

Education,  (bi-monthly). 

Essex  Institute  Historical  Collections. 

Fortnightly  Review,  (monthly). 

Frank  Leslie's  Illustrated  Newspaper, 
(weekly). 

Gardener's  Monthly,  (monthly). 

Gewerbehalle,  (Workshop),  (monthly). 

Harper's  Bazar,  (weekly) 


Harper's  Monthly,  (monthly). 

Harper's  Weekly,  (weekly). 

Harper's  Young  People,  (weekly). 

Harvard  University  Bulletin,  (quarterly). 

Illustrated  London  News,  (weekly). 

Johns  Hopkins  University  Circulars, 
(monthly). 

Johns  Hopkins  University  Studies, 
(monthly). 

Journal  of  Education,  (weekly). 

Latine  et  Grsece,  (monthly). 

Library  Journal,  (monthly). 

Life,  (weekly). 

Lippincott's  Magazine,  (monthly). 

List  of  Recent  German  Publications, 
[Stechert's]. 

Literary  News,  (monthly). 

Literary  World,  (fortnightly). 

Littell's  Living  Age,  (weekly). 

Magazine   of   American    History, 
(monthly). 

Manifesto,  (publication  of  the  Shakers). 

Monthly  Bulletin  of  Foreign  Literature, 
(monthly). 

Monthly  Gazette  of  English  Literature, 
(monthly). 

Monthly  Record  of  Scientific  Literature, 
(monthly). 

Musical  Times,  (monthly). 

Narragansett  Historical  Register,  (quar- 
terly). 

Nation,  (weekly). 

Nature,  (weekly). 

New  England  Historical  and  Genealog- 
ical Register,  (quarterly). 

New  Jerusalem  Magazine,  (monthly). 

Nineteenth  Century,  (monthly). 

North  American  Review,  (monthly). 

Official  Gazette  of  the  United  SUtes 
Patent  Office,  (weekly). 

Ornithologist  and  OOlogist,  (monthly). 

Our  Dumb  Animals,  (monthly). 

Outing,  (monthly). 

Popular  Science  Monthly,  (monthly). 
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ProvidsDCe  Dftil;  Journal,  (daily). 

Psjrcbe,  (bi-moolhly). 

Publishers'  Weekly,  (weekly). 

Punch,  (weekly). 

Quarlerly  Review,  (quarterly). 

Random  Notes,  (monthly). 

Rhode    Islaud    Historical    Magazine, 

(quarterly). 
Saint  Nicholas,  (monthly). 
Saturday  Review,  (weekly). 
Science,  (weekly). 
Scientific  American,  (weekly). 
Scientific    American    Supplement, 

(weekly). 
Spectator,  (weekly). 


Sunday  School  Times,  (weekly). 

Telegraphic  Journal  and  Electrical  Re- 
view, (weekly). 

Traebner's  Uierary  Record,  (monUily). 

Tuf Ionian,  (monthly), 

Ueber  Land  und  Meer,  (weekly). 

Unitarian  Review,  (monthly). 

Van  Nostrand'B  Engineering  Magazine, 
(monthly). 

Westermann's  German  Literary  Bulletin, 
(monthly). 

Westminster  Review,  (quarterly). 

Wide  Awake,  (monthly). 

Total 97 


APPENDIX  NO.  10. 

TOLUUES  RRCEITBD  BY  GIFT. 

Total  number  of  volumes,  including  reports,  given  during  the  year  1S8S. . .      918 

Total  number  given  from  the  beginning 23,4TS 

TnUl  number  of  donors  In  1885 283 
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APPENDIX  NO.  W.— Continued. 


Peabody  Institute,  Baltimore.  Hd 

Pckbody  iDslitute,  Daovera,  Hus. 

Pckslee,  John  B.,  CincinDftti,  O 

PerkiDs,  F.  B. ,  Libnuian.  Pablic  Llbmiy,  Ban  Fran 

Cisco,  Cal 

PerUns,  George  E.  

Pen;,  Amoa 

Petera,  Alyah.  City  Uessenger,  Boaton,  Hm8 

Pierce,  Hiss  Eather 

Poole,  a  B.,  Librarian.  N.T.  T.  M.  C.  A 

Portland  Public  Llbroiy,  Portland.  Me 
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Taunton  Public  Library,  TauDtou,  Maaa. ... 
TluijeT,  Professor  J.  B ,  Ctunbridge,  Haas. . . 

Tibbitts  and  Preston 

Ticknor,  Hisa  A.  E.,  Boston 

Trin)t7  College.  Hnnford,  Codd 
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Tnfts  College,  CoU«ge  Hill,  Hua 

TnRi  Library,  Weymoutb,  Haas. 

UUmaji,  Albert,  Providence 

United  SUtea— American  epltamerla  uid  nautical 

■Imanac 

Bureau  of  Education 

Bureau  of  statistics 

• Cbief  of  engioeera 

Coast  and  geodetic  survey 

Department  of  agriculture. 

f DepartmeDt  of  the  interior 

Department  of  stale 

i Hydrographic  oflSce 

Surgeon-general's  office 

Unknown 

Upton,  Professor  W.,  Brown  University 

Walker,  Hon.  F.  A.,  Boston,  Mass 

Walker,  John  P 

Waahbum.  Mrs  L  O 

Watertown  Free  Public  Library,  Walerlown,  Mass. 

Wattles,  J,  D.,  Pblladelpbia.  Pa 

Wayland,  Professor  Francis,  New  Haven,  Conn... 

Webb,  Hev.  8.  H 

Webb,  Wanton  8 

Webster,  Frank  B.,  Paw  tucket,  R.  I 

WelU,  Mrs.  Kale  Gannett 

Westminster  CongregAliooal  cburcb  

Wbeeler,  B.   I.,  PIi.  D.,  Harvard  College,  Cam- 
bridge, Uass 

Whitaker,  Rev.  N.  T 

White,  W,  W 

Whitfield,  H.  W.,  Durham,  Bng 

VThitney,  Mn.  Anna  T 

Williama,  Professor  Aloozo 

Winaor,  Justin 

Wobnm  Public  Library,  Wobnrn,  Mass 

Woodbury,  Rev.  Angostus 

Woodman,  C  H.,  New  Tork 

Wnodward,  W.  E..  Roibury.  Mass 
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The  annual  expenses  of  the  Providence  Public  Library,  iocludiDg  the 
purchase  of  books,  &c.,  exceed  its  income  by  about  |6,000.  The 
TriiBtecs  feel  obliged  to  encroach  upon  the  iuvcsted  funds  of  the  Li- 
brary in  order  to  maintain  its  usefulness  to  the  public,  ContribntloDa 
to  the  permanent  funds  of  the  Library  or  for  its  annual  support  aitt 
eainestly  solicite^l. 
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OP  THE 
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For  the  Year  Ending  December  31,  1886. 


PROVIDENCE : 

E.    L.     KltKBMAN     &     SON,     STATK    IMUNTKKM 

1887. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  PROVIDENCE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


TRUSTEES : 

Ilis  Honor,  the  Mayor,  Hon.  Gilbert  F.  Roubins. 

Joseph  A.  Barker,  David  H.  Greek, 

Frank  E.  Richmond,  John  L.  Lincoln, 

William  T.  Nicholson,  Benjamin  F.  Thurston, 

Edward  I.  Nickerson,  Nicholas  Sheldon, 

Charles  W.  Parsons,  George  F.  Leete, 

John  H.  Stiness,  Rowland  Hazard. 

president: 
Frank  E.  Richmond. 

secretary : 
Edward  I.  Nickerson. 

treasurer : 
William  T.  Nicholson. 

librarian  : 
William  E.  Foster. 


Annual  meeting,  2d  Friday  in  February ;  quarterly  meetings,  2d 
Fridays  of  IMay,  August  and  November ;  weekly  meeting  of  library 
committee,  Wednesdays,  at  4  p.  m. 


NINTH  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN. 


To  THE  Board  of  Trustees  : 

Gentlemen  :—!  have  the  honor  to  present  herewith  my  nintli  annual 
report,  covering  the  operations  of  the  year  1880. 

GENERAL   STATEMENT.* 

The  books  in  the  library  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  consisted  of  (1) 
12,187  volumes  obtained  by  purchase;  (2)  8G6  received  as  exchanges, 
transfers,  etc.  ;  (3)  22,391  gifts  from  various  sources.  Deducting 
2,397  volumes  which  had  been  withdrawn,  these  comprised  a  total  of 
33,047.'' 

The  2,196  volumes  added'  during  the  year  just  closed  have  included 
(1)  1,133  obtained  by  purchase;  (2)  161  received  as  exchanges,  trans- 
fers, etc.  ;  (3)  902  gifts  from  various  sources  ;*  making,  therefore,  after 
deducting  the  485  volumes  withdrawn  during  the  year,  a  present  total 
of  34,758.'    The  net  increase  is  therefore  1,711.' 

THE   LOCATION   OF   THE    LIBRARY. 

During  the  year  just  closed,  the  question  of  improved  accommoda- 
tions has  claimed  and  received  increased  attention.  Since  the  occupa- 
tion of  the  present  quarters  in  June,  1880,'  there  have  been  20,004 
volumes  added  to  the  library,  or  more  than  3,000  per  year.  Two  suc- 
cessive additions  to  the  number  of  book-cases  in  the  book-room  have 
])rought  the  number  of  the  cases  there  up  to  33,  and  have  occupied  the 
total  available  space.    Book-cases  have  also  been  set  up  in  the  reading- 

1  See  Appendix  No.  1. 

*  See  Eighth  annual  report,  p.  8, 13. 

3  See  Appendix  No.  2  and  Appendix  No.  3. 

«  See  Appendix  No.  11. 

3  See  Appendix  No.  1. 

^  The  groM  increase  is  2,106.    See  Appendix  No.  3. 

'  See  Third  annual  report,  p.  4. 
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room,  in  the  study-room,  and,  in  fact,  on  every  possible  wall-space, 
while  in  the  work-room  a  series  of  shelves  has  been  erected,  reaching 
from  the  floor  very  nearly  to  the  ceiling.  The  encroachment  made  on 
the  space  devoted  to  the  really  unique  reading-room  is  very  much  to  be 
regretted,  and  it  ought  not  to  be  necessary  to  carry  such  encroachments 
any  farther.  The  past  fifteen  years  have  witnessed  a  most  noteworthy 
development  in  library  architecture  in  various  ways,  chief  among  which 
is  the  more  perfect  adaptation  of  the  desigu  to  the  use  and  purposes 
intended.  A  study  of  the  details  of  many  of  the  buildings  now  going 
up  for  the  use  of  libraries  in  various  parts  of  the  country  will  show  that 
while  they  are  not  indeed  destitute  of  architectural  beauty  and  grace, 
yet  the  distinct  consideration  of  the  practical  uses  to  which  the  various 
parts  are  to  be  put  is  seen  to  dominate  the  whole.  Few  are  perhaps 
aware  of  the  extent  to  which  the  multiplication  of  library  buildings  has 
advanced  within  recent  years.  For  this  reason  a  recent  list  drawn  up 
by  Mr.  James  L.  Whitney,  of  the  Boston  Public  Library,  and  printed 
in  the  Library  Journal  for  October,  1886,*  is  worthy  of  careful  study. 
It  is  a  catalogue  of  only  such  ^^  Illustrations  and  plans  of  library  build- 
ings "  as  are  in  the  Boston  Public  Library,  but  it  occupies  nearly  18 
closely  printed  columns.  Many  of  these  plans  are  also  in  the  possession 
of  our  own  library,  and  it  may  be  well  to  state  here  that  all  such  will 
be  gladly  received. 

THE  teak's  growth. 

The  accessions  of  the  past  year  have  numbered  2,196,'^  of  which  121 
were  additions  to  the  collection  of  reference-books.  For  the  first  time 
in  several  years,  the  purchases  have  outnumbered  the  gifts,  the  book- 
appropriation  having  been  increased  at  the  beginning  of  the  libraiy 
year  to  a  sum  tl  00.00  larger  than  in  the  previous  year.  The  librarian 
is  fully  persuaded,  however,  from  a  comparison  of  the  sums  appro- 
priated for  this  purpose  in  other  libraries,  that  this  amount  ought 
still  to  be  very  largely  increased.  The  joint  arrangement  referred 
to  in  the  report^  of  one  year  ago  as  existing  between  this  library 
and  the  Providence  Athena'um,  for  the  ordering  of  books,  has  been 
replaced  by  one  in  which  many  of  the  same  results  are  secured,  and 
which  is  even  more  efifectual  in  causing  mutual  knowledge  of  the  pur- 
chases made.     Among  the  gifts  of  the  year,  one  of  the  most  note- 


»  Library  Jotimalt  v.  11,  p.  4W-17. 

3  See  Appendix  No.  2. 

38ee  Eighth  annual  report,  p.  4-5. 
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worthy  is  that  of  Mrs.  .Henry  G.  Russell,'  comprising  a  collection  of 
18.651   newspapers  and    1,146  periodicals,  published  almost  without 
exception  during  the  period  of  the  late  civil  war.     This  is  another 
illastration  of  the  truth  that  '*  to  him  that  hath  shall  be  given,"  for 
it   was  as  supplementing   and   complementing   the  invaluable  Harris 
collection''  on  slavery  and   the  rebellion  that  this  gift  has  come  into 
our  hands.     Another  generous  gift  must  here  be  mentioned,  although 
"the  library  has  not  yet  come  into  possession  of  it,  namely,  that  of  Mr. 
-Albert  J.  Jones,  formerly  of  Providence,  but  for  many  years  past  re- 
siding in  Italy.     Mr.  Jones  proposes  to  present  to  us  his  private  library, 
cjomprising  chiefly  works  in  Italian  and  French,   and  representing  a 
scholarly  collector's  acquisitions  during  a  long  residence  abroad.     It  is 
s&n  interesting  fact  that  Mr.  Jones  has  not  been  in  this  country  during 
"the  past  ten  years,  and  has  therefore  never  even  seen  the  institution 
'^rhich   he  is  about  to  make  the  object  of  his  generosity.     It  is  most 
gratifying  to  the  friends  of  the  library  that  it  should  thus  have  appealed 
^o  the  liberality  of  this  so  generously  disposed  friend  at  a  distance ; 
^ind  it  is  hoped  that  other  friends  nearer  home  may  be  led  by  his 
example  to  a  similar  munificent  action. 

CONDITION    AND    USE   OF   THE    BOOKS. 

The  total  number  of  volumes  used  during  the  year  is  96,371 ;'  14,192 
feeing  used  at  the  library. and  82,179  taken  home  by  borrowers.  Of  the 
feooks  taken  home,  the  average  daily  circulation  was  267.  The  largest 
^ssue  of  any  month^  was  in  March  (as  has  almost  invariably  been  the 
c^ase),  and  the  smallest  in  August.  The  tables  given  in  the  Appendix 
^how  the  use  in  detail  of  the  books  taken  home,  as  distributed  among 
Xhe  various  departments  of  the  library.'  It  may  be  briefly  summarized 
ms  follows:"  Literary  classes,  56,GG6  ;  Historical  classes,  15,649;  Arts 
and  sciences,  9,864  ;  or,  as  expressed  in  percentages  of  the  whole, 
<>0H-,  19+,  and  10+,  respectively,  an  almost  inappreciable  variation 
"from  the  previous  year. 

There  has  been  a  large  use  by  the  readers  of  the  various  periodicals 
^received  at  the  library,  comprising  a  monthly  average  of  1,793.'     This 


>  Bee  Appendix  No.  11. 

*  Bee  Seventh  Annual  report,  p.  4-5. 

>  Bee  Appendix  No.  0. 

*  See  Appendix  No.  7. 

*  Bee  Appendix  No.  «,  D. 

«  Bm  Appendix  No.  6,  D  (*2) 

*  See  Appendix  No.  t,  B. 
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use  is  at  the  library  only.  For  several  years  past,  the  library's  sub- 
scription-list of  periodicals  has  been  gradually  increased,  as  the  demand 
seemed  to  warrant.  The  total  number  regularly  received  at  present 
(both  by  gift  and  subscription),  is  106.'  Of  these  1  is  a  daily;  27 
are  weeklies;  52  monthlies;  12  quarterlies;  and  14  are  published  at 
various  other  intervals.  Care  has  been  taken,  in  the  additions  made 
from  time  to  time,  to  see  that  all  the  different  departments  of  human 
thought  and  interest  are  represented  in  these  periodical  publications,  as 
well  as  in  the  books  themselves.  A  glance  at  the  list  as  printed  in 
Appendix  No.  9,  will  show  that  it  comprises  publications  in  the  field 
of  history  and  in  that  of  political  science ;  in  natural  science ;  in  agri- 
culture and  horticulture ;  in  electrical  and  sauitarv  science ;  in  the- 
ology  ;  in  social  science  ;  in  fine  art ;  and  in  education  ;  in  music ;  and 
in  athletic  sports ;  and  of  course  in  literature  and  criticism ;  in  biblio- 
graphy and  library  economy ;  and  that  it  has  its  representatives  in 
classical  study,  in  modern  foreign  languages,  and  in  magazines  for  the 
young.  Each  one  of  the  classes  here  represented  has  its  own  interested 
constituency,  by  whom  the  successive  issues  of  the  year  are  carefully 
followed  and  perused.  The  usefulness  of  these  publications  does  not, 
however,  stop  with  the  completion  of  the  yearly  or  half-yearly  volume. 
On  the  contrary,  a  new  lease  of  life  may  be  said  to  be  given  to  their 
usefulness  when  they  come  back  from  the  book-bindery  as  bound  vol- 
umes, and  are  placed  in  circulation  on  the  shelves  of  the  library.  No 
less  than  123"  of  the  accessions  of  the  past  year  arc  from  this  source. 
With  the  modern  aids  and  guides  to  periodical  literature  now  accessi- 
ble, such  as  Poole's  Index,  the  Cooperative  Index,  etc.,  these  volumes 
are  rendered  directly  serviceable  and  arc  in  constant  use.  One  may  go 
along  the  shelves  in  the  library  devoted  to  them  and  find  that  volume 
after  volume  has  been  taken  out  and  read,  for  some  specific  thing 
which  it  contains.  It  is  consequently  very  desirable  that  all  gaps 
existing  in  any  of  these  sets  should  be  filled,  so  far  as  possible.  The 
attention  of  the  public  is  directed  to  Appendix  No.  10,  which  shows 
what  gaps  still  need  to  be  filled.  A  similar  list  of  lacunae  was  printed 
in  the  annual  report  of  three  years  ago,"*  and  with  so  good  effect  that  a 
large  number  of  the  gaps  have  been  filled  in  the  meantime,  through  the 
thoughtfulness  of  friends  of  the  library.  The  same  thoughtfulness,  if 
again  exercised,  will  at  very  little  pains  secure  a  great  deal  of  benefit. 


»  Bee  Appendix  No.  9. 
3  Sec  Appendix  No.  3. 
*  Hee  Sixth  annual  report,  p.  23-25. 
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The  library  is  approaching  the  end  of  its  first  decade,  and,  very 
naturally,  the  question  of  wear  and  tear  is  becoming  an  increasingly 
important  one.  More  and  more  of  the  funds  appropriated  for  the  pur- 
chase of  books  will  be  found  to  be  called  for  **to  replace  worn-out 
copies,"  or  in  various  ways  to  repair  the  ravages  of  time  and  use. 
This  is  not  only  annoying,  but  is  likely  perhaps  to  impress  those  in 
charge  of  any  one  library  as  greater  there  than  in  other  libraries.  It  is 
probable,  however,  that  this  experience  is  common  to  all  libraries  in 
which  the  use  of  the  books  is  particularly  heavy.  A  comparatively 
recent  statement  coming  from  the  Boston  Public  Library,'  is  to  the 
effect  that  "  10,187  volumes  of  fictitious  literature  have  been  worn 
out"  between  1877  and  1885,  a  period  of  only  8  years.  In  oiir  own 
library  the  necessity  of  withdrawing  from  circulation  altogether  a  large 
Dumber  of  volumes  which  could  no  longer  be  rebound,  has  caused  the 
somewhat  unusual  result  of  a  less  rather  than  a  greater  amount  ex- 
pended for  binding  than  in  the  preceding  year.  A  still  more  annoying 
source  of  loss  is  the  actual  disappearance  from  the  shelves  of  books 
both  in  the  circulating  and  reference  departments.  The  latter  are 
daily  verified  and  re-arranged  in  order,  as  a  part  of  each  morning's 
routine  duties,  so  that  the  small  satisfaction  of  knowing  within  24 
hours  that  the  book  is  missing  is  secured.  Altliough  a  careful  watch 
has  been  kept,  the  librarian  has  not  felt  justified  in  causing  any  arrests 
to  be  made.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  source  of  annoyance  may  not 
exist  in  future. 

HOW    THE    USEFULNESS    OF   THE    LIBRARY    AFFECTS    THE    COMMUNITY. 

During  the  past  year,  the  number  of  persons  registered  from  the  be- 
ginning has  risen  from  28,088  to  30,056.*'  In  each  one  of  four  wards 
more  than  3,000  cards  have  been  issued — namely,  3,896  in  the  Ninth  ; 
3,275  in  the  First;  3,174  in  the  Eighth;  and  3,066  in  the  Fifth. •'  In 
the  Second  ward,  the  number  of  persons  holding  cards  exceeds  two- 
fifths  of  the  total  population  of  tlie  ward  ;  and  the  same  is  true  of  the 
Fourth.*  The  First  and  Second  wards,  therefore,  show  a  somewhat 
noteworthy  use  of  the  institution,  and  it  seems  probable  that  no  location 
for  a  library  building  outside  of  a  radius  of  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from 
the  present  one  ought  to  be  selected.     It  is  of  interest,  however,  to 

'  See  prefacf  to  the  "Cataloguf  of  KngliHh  proso  Hctiou  "  of  tliat  library,  ISSTi. 
'-«  Sec  Appendix  No.  5. 
»  Ibid. 
<  Ibid. 
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notice  that  the  registered  readers  in  tlie  six  west-side  wards  are  mor« 
than  double  the  number  in  the  three  east-side  wards,  and  almost  Bev< 
times  the  number  in  the  Tenth  ward. 

Reference  has  been  made  in  previous  reports  tp  the  very  great  n< 
which  exists  in  a  city  like  this  for  a  better  equipment  of  the  dcpartme 
of  the  arts  aud  sciences.  During  the  past  three  years  the  numbeir 
volumes  on  Practical  Science  has  risen  from  791'  to  1,005,''  and  in 
from  440'  to  601.^  The  use  made  of  the  volumes  in  each  one  of  tl*. 
departments  during  the  year  just  closed  was  upwards  of  1,770.  Tl^' 
is  no  doubt  that  these  figures  would  have  been  very  largely  exceeded 
the  supply  at  the  command  of  these  readers  had  been  greater.  CZ>«Jr 
community  is  essentially  a  manufacturing  one.  Its  industries  are  ra^s-^^J 
and  varied,  but  they  comprise  in  an  exceptional  degree  those  wh».  m<3h 
require  the  exercise  of  the  highest  skill  and  intelligence  on  the  par^-  ^^ 
the  artisans  engaged.  Instances  in  point  are  the  Gorham  Manufact^  «J  ^" 
ing  Company  and  the  Brown  &  Sharpe  Manufacturing  Company,  t>  '^^^^ 
institutions  which  are  known  through  the  superior  quality  of  their  wo  ^"^" 
manship  far  beyond  the  limits  of  our  own  country.  There  could  b^  ■-"^ 
more  appropriate  direction  in  which  to  attempt  to  make  the  resourced  ^' 
this  library  practically  complete  than  in  these  very  departments.  ZM^*^^ 
librarian  has  watched  witli  interest  the  efforts  made  within  the  past  fc  -^^^ 
years  in  behalf  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of  this  cm  *^' 
for  the  erection  of  its  new  building,  and  has  observed  with  unmi^^^^^ 
pleasure  the  success  of  these  appeals  to  the  substantial  men  of  '•^  ^'^^ 
community,  as  at  least  a  hopeful  sign  of  a  reviving  public  spirit.  &  ^*  ' 
after  all,  the  scope  aud  benefits  of  such  an  institution  as  that  are  lirai  '^  ^^ 
as  compared  with  those  of  a  public  library.  Could  the  latter  be  pla^^^^ 
where  it  miglit  adequately  develop  it*  plans  for  benefiting  these  i^-"*^ 
other  portions  of  the  community,  the  influence  would  be  very  apprecia '^-^  ^ 
felt  in  many  directions. 

In  the  year  just  closed,  as  well  as  in  those  preceding  it,  the  intellig^^^  *^* 
use  of  the  library  in  connection  with  the  system  of  public  schools  has  b^^  ^^ 
a  noteworthy  feature.     The  increased  attention  paid  in  tlie  schools  to       ^  ^" 
telliirent  training  in  what  and  how  to  read  is  having  its  due  effect.     %^  *"* 


pupils,  both  individually  and  in  classes,  make  use  of  the  public  libr-^!^*'^^ 
in  their  systematic  study  of  some  periocl  or  topic,  or  in  the  preparat*  m^-^ 
of  essays,  or  in  the  supplementary  reading  recommended  by  the  tea-*^^"^ 
ers.     The  special  school-cards  have  been  brought  into  constant  reqii 

I  iSee  ^'ixth  annual  rt'port.  \u  IX. 
^  See  ApptMuIix  No.  4. 
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tion,  and  are  now  in  the  hands  of  more  than  100  teachers.  Much  still 
remains  to  be  done  to  develop  and  increase  the  library's  usefulness  in 
this  direction.  A  demand  is  frequently  concentrated  upon  one  or  more 
books  from  several  diflPerent  sources,  which  would  seem  to  call  for  a 
more  general  duplicating  of  individual  volumes,  if  only  the  condition 
of  the  library's  funds  could  be  held  to  justify  it.  An  increase  in  the 
annual  amount  appropriated  for  books  would  be  of  exceptional  service 
here. 

Increased  opportunities  for  observation,  from  year  to  year,  have 
only  deepened  the  librarian's  conviction  that  judicious  guidance  and 
assistance  in  the  use  of  books  are  only  second  in  importance  to  supply- 
ing the  books  themselves.  The  exceptional  attention  which  has  been 
paid  in  this  library  to  this  phase  of  library  work  has  been  largely  ap- 
preciated by  the  readers,  but  is  believed  to  be  no  more  than  is  needed. 
During  the  past  year  the  various  library  helps  have  been  supplied,  in- 
cluding the  bulletin  of  new  books ;  the  daily  notes  on  current  events 
and  topics ;  the  finding  lists ;  the  class  lists ;  and  the  cai*d-catalogue. 
The  Providence  Journal  has  continued  also  to  print  once  a  week  not 
only  a  memorandum  of  some  of  the  moj'e  noteworthy  additions  to  the 
library,  but  lists  of  references  to  works  on  topics  of  current  interest ; 
and  these  lists  are  found  to  be  utilized  in  a  variety  of  ways. 

A  supplement  to  the  **  Finding  list,"  covering  the  additions  of  the 
past  four  years,  is  now  in  press,  and  will  soon  be  ready  for  purchasers. 
Its  plan,  which  is  that  of  the  ''Finding  list"  itself  and  the  '*  First 
supplement,"  combines  comparative  inexpensiveness  with  great  ser- 
viceableness  to  readers.  It  omits  many  details  which  can  be  the  better 
spare<l  as  they  are  given  in  full  in  the  other  portions  of  the  library's 
general  scheme  of  cataloguing,— such  as  the  place  of  publication,  the 
date  of  imprint,  the  number  of  the  edition,  and  the  number  of  pages. 
The  most  of  the  names  borne  by  an  author,  also,  apart  from  the  sur- 
name, can  in  this  brief  catalogue  be  reduced  to  initials.  This  by  no 
means,  however,  does  away  with  the  necessity  for  research  and  verifi- 
cation, for  every  such  name  should  make  its  appearance  either  in  full 
or  by  its  initials,  as  should  also  every  title  of  nobility, — everything,  in 
fact,  necessary  to  distinguish  between  one  writer  and  another  of  some- 
what similar  name.  The  same  necessity  for  exact  distinction  exists  in 
the  case  of  the  title  also,  and  there  is  no  more  effectual  way  of  doing 
this  than  by  the  use  of  dates.  This  will  not  be  the  date  on  the  title- 
page,  nor  always  the  date  of  coi)y right,  although  the  latter  comes  far 
Jiearer  to  expressing  the  truth.    But  if  the  work  is  the  history  of  a  war, 
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the  date  of  its  begin ning  and  end  ;  if  the  life  of  a  statesman,  his  birth 
and  death ;  if  a  work  of  general  Literature  or  science,  the  date  of  the 
preface,  if  there  is  one,  or  whatever  most  accurately  represents  the 
time  when  it  actually  appeared.  As  above  indicated,  this  is  a  measure 
not  for  avoiding  research,  but  rather  based  upon  it ;  yet  the  results  of 
this  labor  can  be  packed  away  in  print  iu  very  small  compahis,  and  a 
trial  of  this  method  of  printed  catalogues  during  the  past  seven  yeare 
has  shown  it  to  be  exceptionally  serviceable  to  the  reader. 

HOW   A    PUBLIC    library's    SERVICES   ARE    RECOGNIZED    BY   A    COMMUNITY. 

Until  less  than  ten  years  ago  this  city  was  without  a  public  library 
organized  as  this  is.  Yet,  if  we  may  credit  the  testimony  of  citizens, 
it  has  become  a  factor  in  the  city's  life  which  could  not  now  be  dis- 
pensed with.  To  quote  from  the  language  used  by  one  citizen*  ti.  few 
years  ago,  it  is  an  institution  ^^  whose  loss  could  not  be  made  good  by 
the  substitution  of  any  other  agencies  ;"  and,  to  quote  another  citizen," 
''  it  will  be  discreditable  to  our  city  if  it  is  not  sustained  and  its  re- 
sources enlarged."  Since  the  date  at  which  these  words  were  written, 
the  library  has  indeed  been  sustained,  but  its  resources  have  not  been 
enlarged  in  such  measure  as  to  answer  its  pressing  needs.  ISome  of 
these  needs  have  been  repeatedly  touched  upon, — namely,  a  well-en- 
dowed reference  department ;  more  money  for  the  ordinary  purchases 
of  books ;  and,  most  of  all,  a  building  of  its  own.  Elsewhere  in  this 
report,  reference  has  been  made  to  the  apparent  indications  of  a  revival 
of  public  spirit  in  Providence,  such  as  that  which  characterized  its 
earlier  days  under  the  leadership  of  well-known  citizens.  The  spon- 
taneous expression  of  the  sentiments  of  the  business  portion  of  the 
community  within  a  few  months,  on  the  subject  of  adequate  terminal 
facilities,  is  perhaps  a  hoi)eful  indication.  In  whatever  way  expressed, 
no  one  can  doubt  that  there  is  here  great  need  for  such  revived  public 
spirit.  It  is  somewhat  noteworthy  that  one  of  the  forms  in  which  the 
existence  of  public  spirit  has  been  most  certain  to  express  itself  in  re- 
cent years,  both  within  New  England  and  outside  its  limits,  has  been 
in  the  founding  and  endowing  of  public  libraries.  In  the  annual  rei>ort 
of  one  year  ago,  the  librarian  took  occasion  to  cite  recent  instances  of 
this.  Since  then,  the  death  of  one  of  the  most  eminent  citizens  of  New 
York,  the  late  Samuel  J.  Tilden,  has  resulted  in  tiie  placing  of  a  sum 


»  Hon.  T.  B.  Stockwell.    See  Fifth  annual  report  of  this  library,  p.  23. 
3  President  Robinson.    Ibid.,  p.  23. 
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not  less  than  $4,000,000  at  the  disposal  of  that  city  for  ''  the  establish- 
ment and  maintenance  of  a  free  library  and  reading-room."^  This  is 
the  largest  gift  of  the  kind  during  the  year,  yet  it  is  by  no  means  other- 
wise exceptional.  It  may  perhaps  be  taken  as  an  indication  of  the 
extent  to  which  the  "public  library  idea"  is  establishing  itself  in  the 
regard  of  the  public  generally,  that  it  is  becoming  more  and  more  com- 
mon for  those  who  have  fortunes  to  dispose  of  by  will  to  make  this 
disposition  of  tiiem.  On  the  outside  of  the  cover,  both  of  this  report 
and  that  of  one  year  ago,  will  be  found  printed  the  ''  Form  of  Bequest" 
by  which  to  secure  funds  so  left  to  the  uses  of  this  library ;  and  it  is 
respectfully  commended  to  the  notice  of  the  friends  of  the  library. 

A  Mss  most  keenly  felt  by  the  library  during  the  past  year  occurred 
in  the  death  of  Hon.  Thomas  A.  Doyle,  in  June  last.  Both  as  a  trustee 
of  the  library  and  as  mayor,  his  interest  in  this  institution  from  the 
outset  was  constant  and  warmly  expressed.  Associated  as  he  had  been 
witli  most  of  the  efforts  by  which  the  city  has  secured  for  itself  the 
successive  improvements  and  even  necessities  which  make  a  residence 
here  desirable,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  he  would  have  been,  had  he 
lived,  one  of  the  most  energetic  leaders  in  any  movement  to  place  this 
library  on  a  footing  proportioned  to  its  needs. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WILLIAM  E.  FOSTER, 

Librarian. 
February  11,  1887. 


»  The  act  to  incorporate  the  ••  Tilden  Trust "  in  printed  in  full  at  p.  61  ol  The  Critic,  (New  York,) 
''eb.  0,  1887. 
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APPENDIX  NO.  1. 


OENBKAL  STATEMENT. 


Books  in  circulation. 

Reports 

Books  for  reference. 


» 

a 

c  oo 

8t    . 

2530 

eS^ 

^H 

rsS 

a  ^ 

-s^ 

V  a 

^ 

^-   08 

ft.  "-a 

485 

24.307 

9.132 

1,319 

485 

34,758 

I  Beside*  these  additions,  there  have  been  during  the  year  accessions  of  191  pamphleu,  73  volumes 
af  periodicals,  and  30,780  numbers  of  periodicals,  and  33  bulletins. 


APPENDIX  NO.  2. 


SOURCES  OF  ACCESSIONS. 


SOURCES. 


ji. — PurcLases 

^.— Gifts 

C. — Exchanges,  transfers,  etc 

Total  added  from  beginning. 
Deduct  total  withdrawals... 


No. 

Jan.  1, 

1886. 

Added 

in 
1886. 

No. 
Jan.  1. 

1887. 

12,187 

1,133 

13.320 

22.391 

902 

23.293 

866 

161 

1,027 

35,444 

'4,196 

37,640 

2,882 

34,758 
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GK08S  AND   NET   INCREASE. 


GAIN. 


LOSS. 


^.— From  gifts 902  |  Books  condemned,  elc 485 

-ff.— By  tninsfer,  exchange,  elc...      161      No.  previously  witUdrawn 2,397 


C. — Purchases. 

(1)  Books 1.010)  -  -.,., 

(2)  Periodicals  bound. .    123  f  ^'^'"^ 


2,196 


Total  to  Dec.  31,  1886 2,882 

Vols,  in  library.  Jan.  1,  1887 34.758 


Total  gain 2,196  i  Total    accessions,    from     begin- 


Deducting  total  loss 485 

Net  gain 1,711 

No.  of  vols.,  Jan.  1,  1886 33.047 


ning 37,640 


Present  no..  Jan.  1,  1887  .34.758 


APPENDIX  NO.  4. 


CLASSIFICATION    OF   ACCESSIONS. 


Rank  in  no.  of  vols,  added  in  1886. 


1.     Miscellaneous  literature  . . . 


Juvenile] 
Adult]... 

»y 


2.  Fiction 

3.  Fiction 

4.  Biograp 

5.  History 

6.  *[Unas8igned] 

7.  Social  science 

8.  Philosophical  science, 

9.  Geography 

10.  Natural  science 

1 1.  Practical  science , 

12.  Art 


219 

190 

184 

174 

159 

158 

151 

140 

118 

78 

72 

57 


Unclassified. 


1,700 
496 


2,196 
No.  of  vols.,  Jan.  1,  1886 33.047 

35,243 
Deduct  withdrawals 485 


Total.  Jan.  1,  1887 34,758 


Rttnk  in  present  total  no.  of  vols. 


1. 
o 


2.  [1 

3.  F 


3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 


Social  science 6,482 

Unassigned]  4.378 

^'iction^Adult] 4.212 

History 3.103 

Biography 2,799 

Miscellaneous  literature. . . .  2,676 

Geography 2,197 

Philosophical  science 1,725 

Fiction  [Juvenile]  1,657 

Natural  science 1,082 

Practical  science 1,005 

Art 601 


81,917 
Add  those  unclassified 2.841 


Total,  Jon.  1.  1887 84.758 


*  Books  which,  through  the  mkcellaneitUH  character  ul*  their  cuutcutH,  could  be  auigned  to  DO 
epeclfic  clans. 
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APPENDIX  NO.  5. 


INCREASE  IN   REGISTRATION. 


Jan. 1, 
1886. 

Total  number  of  registration  numbers  occupied 27,05;j 

Number  cancelled 1 ,035 

Net  gain  in  names,  1886 

Total  registration  from  beginning 28,088 

-A^verage  daily  number  of  new  names  registered 


Added  Jan.  1, 

during  1886.       1887. 


117 

1,734 
6+ 


28.904 
1,152 

30,056 


REGISTRATION    BY   WARDS. 


arae  of 
t-kie  ward. 


Rank  by 

population, 

June  1.  1885. 


'X.     Tenth 24.490 

^.     Ninth 17.536 

<3.     Fiisi 15,171 

-^.     Eighth 14,107 

^5.     Seventh 10.035 

^.     Third 9.251 

•^.     Fifth  9,221 

^.     Sixth ($,488 

%^.     Fourth 6.233 

O.     Second 5,538 

118,070 


1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 


Rank  by  absolute 

no.  of  cards  at 

end  of  8ih  year. 

Ninth 3.651 

First 3.042 

j  Fifth..  \..    ..  <  2.910 
i  Eurhtlij  .    .,.'(  2.910 

Fourth..   2,771 

Seventh 2.459 

Tenth 2.391 

Second 2,203 

Sixth 2.iri4 

Third 2.U43 


20.544 
Number  omitted..      509 


27.053 


Percentage 

of  population.* 

[8lh  year.] 

1.  Fourth  4^4.4 

2.  Second 39.7 

3.  Sixth :'.3  3 

4.  Fifth 31.5 

5.  Seventh 24  5 

6.  Tliird 22.1 

7.  Ninth 20  7 

8.  Eighth  20.6 

9.  First  20.05 

10.  Tenth  9.7 

*Iiased  on  the  census  of 
.June  1,  1885. 


No.  registered 
9lh  year. 


1.  Eighth....  264 

^.  Ninth 245 

;3.  First 233 

4.  Tenth 196 

5.  Fourth 195 

«.  Seventh...  166 

7.  Fifth 156 

8.  Sixth 148 

9.  Second 143 

>^0.  Third 105 

1,851 
-^dd  number 
at  beginning 
of  year 27,053 

28.904 


Present  alisolute 

numl)er  of  cards, 

[Jan.  1,  1887.] 


1. 
o 

3. 
4. 

5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 


Ninth.. 
First.  .. 
Eighth 
Fifth... 
Fourth. 
Seventh 
Tenth  . 
Second . 
Sixth... 
Third . . 


.3,896 
.3,275 


.3.174 
.3,C6() 
.2,906 
.2,625 
.2.587 
.2,346, 
.2,3121 
2.148110. 


Name 

of 

tlie 
ward. 


Uunk  Ijy 

popuhition, 

June  1, 

1885. 


1. 

o 

<«'. 

3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 


Tenth.. 
Ninth. . . 
First.  . . 
Eighth.. 
Seventh. 
Tliird... 
Fifth... 
Sixth . . . 
Fourth. . 
Second. . 


24,490 
.17,536 
15.171 
.14,107 
.10,035 
.  9,251 
,  9,221 
,  6.48f:< 
,  6,233 


P I  ese n  t  pe  rce  n  lage 
of  the  population.* 


1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 


5,538  10. 


No.  accident- 
ally   omit- 
d. 


28,395 


te< 


509 


28,904 


Fourth....  47. 5 
Se(-ond. . .  .42.3 

Sixth 35  6 

Fifth 33.2 

Seventh... 26.1 

Third 23- 2 

Eiirhth...  22.4 

Ninth 22.2 

First 21.5 

Tenth 10.5 


118,070*  Based  on  the  cen- 
sus of  June  1,  1885. 
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At  end  of 
Ist  year. 


Total  (3)  east 
side  wards. 

Total  (6)  wesi 
side  wards. . 

Tenth  ward. . . 


3,063 

6,322 
1,043 

10.428 


At  end  of  8th  3'ear. 


7.288 

16.865 
2.391 


At  end  of  9th  year. 


7,769 

18,039 
2.587 


2t).544     i  28.395 

With  omissions.  27,053       With  omissions.  28,904 


APPENDIX  NO.  6. 


CIRCULATION. 


[A.] 


AOOREOATK. 


o 


Total  no.  of  voIm.  used  at  the  | 

library '..  ,   14,007    10,427,     7,222 

!  I 

Total  no.  Uken  for  home  U0O..1   90,685    03.386,   67.620 


I. 


d 

0) 


ce 


I- 


00 


91 


Total  in  both  claencA ia4,602i  103,813    74,842 


6.857      8,075      9.392    27.406|   2IM0O  14,192 
83.320    82,519    85,48d    93,011    93,587  82,179 


90,177     90,594    94,878  120,417  113,687  96,371 


[B] 


USE  OF  THK   LIRKAKY    WITHIN   THE   KOOM. 


[C]        BOOKS  TAKKN 
KOH    HOME   U8K. 


'       BOOKS   CONSULTED,      i        PEniODirALS,  ETC. 

largest  use  on  any  day  f Sept.  21 J 1*4  [Nov.  26] 177'rJan.  301 ei97 

I  I 

SraalleBtonany  day....  [Aug.  llj 12, [July  8] '22  [June 23] 76 

!  *                                  I  I 

Largest  in  any  week...  I  [March  8— 13] 435  [Nov.  22— 27  j 574  [March  1—6] 2,106 

!  I 

Bmalleat  inany  week..  |July5— 10] 112  [July  5— 10] 232  [June  21— 26] 1,067 


Largest  in  any  month . . '  (  March] 1,615  [March] 2,202 


Smallest  in  any  month. 
Average  monthly  use.. 
Average  weekly  use... 
Average  daily  use 


[July]. 


r74 


1,182  ^- 

272-h 

(307  days) 46+ 


[June] 1,407 


1,793  f 
..413-f 
..  70-f 


[March] 8,845 

[August] 5,ia6 

6.848-1- 

M«H- 

267-f 
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[D.]      CLASSIFICATION  OF  CIRCULATION. 

(1.)     By  the  elasaiflcation  adopted  in  this  library. 

Percentage 
of  total. 

(1)  Fiction  (adult 36,866)^540  fll  4^       i  44.2+ 

Fiction  auvenile) 14.174  f  ^'^*" ^^  ^'^       }  17.2-h 

(2)  History 6,041 7.3+ 

(3)  Gcograpby 5,803 7.  + 

(4)  Biography 8.805 4.6+ 

(5)  [Unassigned] 3.182 3.8+ 

(6)  Miscellaneous 3,126 3.8+ 

(7)  Natural  science 2.254 2.7+ 

(8)  Social  science 2,116 2.5+ 

(9)  Practical  science 1,819 2.2+ 

<^10)    Philosophical  science 1,772 2.1  + 

<;il)    Art 1,771 2.1  + 


82.179  100 

(2.)    By  the  clamfication  adopted  btj  the  American  Library  Association, 

A.  Literary  classes. 

Juveniles 14,174 

Prose  fiction 30,366 

Essays,  poetry,  drama,  etc.* 6,042 

Periodicals,  literar}'^ 84 

Total  literary  classes 56.066 

B.  Historical  classes. 

Geography  and  travels 5,803 

Biography 3.805 

History 6.041 

Total  historical  classes 15,040 

C.  Arts  and  sdenees. 

Finearts 1,771 

Industrial  arts 1,819 

Natural  science 2,254 

Philology 132 

Social  and  political  science 2. 1 16 

Philosophy  and  theology 1,772 


Summary. 


Total  arts  and  sciences 9,864 

Literary  classes 56,666  ^ 

Historical  classes 15,649  >  82,179 

Arts  and  sciences 9,804  ) 


•  Poetry,  1,681. 
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RANK  OF  MONTHS  IN  CIRCULATION  AND   BEOIBTRATION. 


CIRCULATION. 


1.  March 8,845 

2.  January 8,4:)6 

3.  April 7,415 

4.  February 7,387 

5.  November 7,206 

6.  October 6.826 

7.  May 6,664 

8.  December 6,414 

9.  September 5,  J)y5 

10.  June 5,830 

11.  July 5,735 

12.  August 5,436 

82.170 


1.  January..  . . 

2.  November . . 

3.  February.  . . 

4.  March 

5.  October 

6.  April 

7.  September  . . 

8.  December. . . 

9.  August 

10.  Juue 

11.  May 

12.  July 


RBGI8TIUTION. 


Total. 


246 
238 
200 
191 
182 
158 
154 
146 
115 
112 
110 
100 


1,952 


8ubdivi8iooe  of  total  regis! ration. 


Non-ro«i- 
dentfl. 

Teachers 

and 
pupils. 

5 
6 

12 
4 
5 
4 

12 
1 

1 
3 

7 
8 
8 
6 
8 
8 
6 
4 

1 
"2 

53 

48 

Others. 


234 
229 
185 
181 
169 
146 
136 
14t 
115 
110 
105 
100 


1.851 


APPENDIX  NO.  8. 

ACCE8MONS,    CIRCULATION,    AND   REGISTRATION,    FOR   NINE   YEARS. 


Circulation. 


RegistraUon 


AccesDionH. 

[No.  of  vols,  at  beginning [10,307] 

l8t  year,  1878-79 3.491 90,685 10,792 

2d    year.  1879-80 3,331 93.386 2.988 

3d    year.  1880 1,407 67.620 2.249 

4lli  year.  1881 1,724 83.320 2.257 

5lb  year,  1882 1,798 82,519 2.304 

6th  year,  1883 4,833 85,486 2,632 

7tbyear,  1884 6,482 93,011 2,696 

8th  year,  1885 2,071   93.587 2.270 

9th  year,  1886 2,196 82,179 1.968 


37,640 


771,793 


30.056 


Average  yearly  accessions 4,182+ 

Average  yearly  circulation 85,754-1- 

Average  yearly  registration 8.389-1- 
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APPENDIX  NO.  9. 


LIST  OF  PERIODICALS  CURRENTLY  RECEIVED. 


American  A^culturist,  (monthly). 

American  Architect,  (weekly). 

American  Florist,  (fortnightly). 

American  Historical  Association  Papers. 

American  Journal  of  Philology,  (quar- 
teriy). 

American  Journal  of  Science,  (monthly). 

American  Machinist,  (weekly). 

American  Naturalist,  (monthly). 

Andover  Review,  (monthly). 

JLrt  Amateur,  (monthly). 

JLtlantic  Monthly,  (monthly). 

31ack wood's  Magazine,  (monthly). 

3ook  Hunter,  [Gregory's]. 

3ook  Notes,  [Rider's],  (fortnightly). 

3ookmart.  (monthly) 

Bookseller,  (monthly). 

SradMreet's,  (weekly). 

Browning  Society  Publications. 

JBrunonian,  (fortnightly). 

Bulletin  Mensuel,  (monthly). 
^Bulletin  of  the  Boston  Public  Library, 

(quarterly). 
Bulletin  of  the  New  England  Meteoro- 
logical Society,  (monthly). 
Catalogue  of  Publications,  U.  8.  Gov- 
ernment, (monthly). 
Catholic  Worid,  (monthly). 
Century,  (monthly). 

Cbautauquan,  (monthly). 

Citizen,  (monthly) 

Civil  Service  Record,  (monthly). 

Congressional    Record,    (daily    during 
sessions). 

Contemporary  Review,  (monthly). 

Cooperative    Index    to   Periodicals, 
(monthly). 

Critic,  (weekly). 

Edinburgh  Review,  (quarterly). 

Education,  (bi-monthly). 

English  Historical. Review,  (quarterly). 

Essex  Institute,  [BuHetin]. 

Essex  Institute  Historical  Collections. 

Forest  and  Stream,  (weekly). 


Fortnightly  Review,  (monthly). 
Forum,  (monthly). 
Frank  Leslie's  Weekly,  (weekly). 
Gardener's  Monthly,  (monthly). 
Gewerbehalle.  (Workshop),  (monthly) 
Harper's  Bazar,  (weekly). 
Harper's  Magazine,  (monthly). 
Harper's  Weekly,  (weekly). 
Harper's  Young  People,  (weekly). 
Harvard    University    Bulletin,    (quar- 

teriy). 
Illustrated  London  News,  (weekly). 
Johns    Hopkins  University   Circulars, 

(monthly). 
Johns    Hopkins    University    Studies, 

(monthly). 
Journal  of  Education,  (weekly). 
Latine  et  Graece,  (monthly). 
Library  Bulletin  of  Cornell  University. 
Library  Journal,  (monthly). 
Library  Notes,  (quarterly). 
Life,  (weekly). 

Lippincott's  Magazine,  (monthly). 
Literary  News,  (monthly). 
Literary  World,  (fortnightly). 
Littell's  Living  Age,  (weekly). 
Magazine    of   American    History, 

(monthly). 
Manifesto,  (monthly). 
Massachusetts  Spy,  (weekly). 
Monthly  Bulletin  of  Foreign  Literature, 

(monthly). 
.Monthly  Gazette  of  English  Literature, 

(monthly). 
Monthly  ]Index, '  (monthly). 
Monthly  Record  of  Scientific  Literature, 

(monthly). 
Musicar.Times,  (monthly). 
Narragansett  Historical  Register,  (quar- 

teriy). 
Nation,  (weekly). 
Nature,  (weekly). 

New.England  Historical  and  Genealog- 
ical Register,  (quarterly). 
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New  Jerusalem  Magazine,  (monthly). 

Nineteenth  Century,  (monthly). 

North  American  Review,  (monthly). 

Official  Gazette  of  the  United  States  Pa- 
tent Office,  (weekly). 

Ornithologist  and  OOlogist,  (monthly). 

Outing,  (monthly) 

Political  Science  Quarterly,  (quarterly). 

Popular  Science  Monthly,  (monthly). 

Providence  Daily  Journal,  (daily). 

Psyche,  (bi-monthly). 

Publishers*  Weekly,  (weekly). 

Punch,  (weekly). 

Quarterly  Journal  of  Economics,  (quar- 
terly). 

Quarterly  Review,  (quarterly). 

Railroad    and    Engineering    Journal, 
(monthly). 

Rhode    Island    Historical    Magazine, 
(quarterly). 


Saint  Nicholas,  (monthly). 

Saturday  Review,  (weekly). 

Science,  (weekly). 

Scientific  American,  (weekly). 

Scientific    American    Supplement, 
(weekly). 

Scribner*8  Magazine,  (monthly). 

Spectator,  (weekly). 

Sunday  School  Times,  (weekly). 

Swiss  Cross,  (monthly). 

Telegraphic  Journal  and  Electrical  Re- 
view, (weekly). 

Truebner*8  Literary  Record,  (monthly). 

Tuftonian,  (monthly). 

Ueber  Land  und  Meer,  (weekly). 

Unitarian  Review,  (monthly). 

Wcslermann*s   German    Literary  Bul- 
letin, (monthly). 

Westminster  Review,  (quarterly). 

Wide  Awake,  (monthly). 


APPENDIX  NO.  10. 


LIST  OF  PERIODICALS  NEEDED  TO  COMFLBTB  SETS. 


American  Agriculturist,  v.  1-24,  33,  36.     [1841-64.  1874.  1877]. 

American  Almanac  and  Repository  of  Useful  Knowledge,  v.  24-27,  33.     [1853~ 

56,  1861]. 
American  Almanac,  [Spofford's],  v.  7.     [1884]. 
American  Annual  Register,  2d  series,  v.  1-3,  5.     [1831-33,  1835]. 
American  Architect,  v.  1-2.     [1877]. 

American  Artisan,  v.  1-9,  11.  15-18.     [1805-70,  1872,  1874]. 
American  Bibliopolist,  v.  7-8.     [1875-76]. 

American  Gas-light  Journal,  v.  1-25,  31-45.     [1864-77.  1879-86]. 
American  Journal  of  Education,  [Barnard's],  v.  11-21.     [1862-73]. 
American  Journal  of  Insanity,  v.  1-12.     [1850-56]. 
American  Journal  of  Numismatics,  v.  1-13,  16-19.     [1866-79,  1881-86]. 
American  Journal  of  Science,  v.  109-10,  117-19.     [1875.  1879-80]. 
American  Machinist,  v.  1-2.     [1877-78J. 
American  Museum,  v.  2-3.  5-8,  9.     [1787-88,  1789-92,  1798]. 
American  Naturalist,  v.  6-11.     [1871-77]. 
American  Publishers*  Circular,  v.  1-2,  4-7,     [1855-56,  1858-61]. 
American  Quarterly  Register  and  Magazine,  v.  2.     [1 848-49] . 
Andover  Review,  v.  1-2.     [1884]. 

Annual  Record  of  Science  and  Industry,  v.  2-4.     [1872-74J. 
Annual  Register,  v.  52-129.     [1810-86]. 


NINTH    ANNUAL  REPORT. — APPENDIX.  21 

APPENDIX  NO.  \0.—Cuntmued. 

Applelon'8  Journal,  ▼.  8.  7.  10.  28-26.     [1870,  1872-78,  1870-81]. 

Art  Amateur.  ▼.  1-13.     [1872-84]. 

Art  Journal,  series  1,  v.  1-6  ;  series  2,  v.  1-12,  14-20 ;  series  3,  v.  1-5,  7.     [1879- 

61,  1861-65.  1866-68.  1871]. 
Art  Union,  ▼.  1-9.     [1839-471. 
Artizan,  v.  1-3.     [1867-69]. 

Alhenopum.  v.  2-100.  102-10.     [1828-77,  1879-86]. 
Alheneum,  v.  1-13.     [1817-23]. 

Baptist  Missionary  Magazine,  v.  1-59.  63-66.     [1821-79,  1883-86]. 
Baptist  Quarterly,  v.  1-5,  7-8.     [1807-71,  1873-74]. 
Bibliothecc  Sacra,  v.  1-11,  13-20.     [1844-54,  1856-63]. 
Blackwood's,  v.  1-40.  49-54,  71-72,  92-100.  104.     [1817-89.  1841-48,  1852,  1862- 

06.  1868]. 
Boston  Journal  of  Chemistry,  v.  2-4.  12.     [1867-70,  1877-78]. 
Boston  Review,  v.  3,  5.  6.     [1863.  1865,  1866]. 
Bradstreefs.  v.  1-8.     [1880-84] 

British  Quarterly  Review,  v.  1-52.  62.     [1844-70,  1875]. 
Brunoniair,  v.  9-13.  15.     [1876-80.  1881-82]. 
Builder,  v.  1-18,  30,  32-45.     [1843-60,  1871.  1874-86]. 

Catalogue  of  the  Publications  of  the  United  States  Government,  v.  1.    [1885-86]. 
Catholic  World,  v.  1-43.     [1865-86]. 
CbambersVs  Edinburgh  Journal,  v.  21-85.     [ia'>5-86]. 
Chautuuquan.  v.  1-2.     [1880-82]. 
Chemical  News.  v.  1,  :J-20.     [1867,  1868-80]. 

Christian  Examiner,  v.  6-25.  31-35,  71,  83-87.    [1826-36,  1839-48,  1861,  1867-69]. 
Christian  Monitor,  v.  1.     [1805]. 
Christian  Observatory,  v.  1-2.     [1^7-48]. 
Christian  Review,  v.  23-28.     [1858-63]. 
Civil  Service  Record,  v.  1-4.     [1881-84]. 

Cobbett'p  Political  Register,  v.  1-3,  9,  16-40.     [1802-3,  1806.  1809-21.  1822-24]. 
Commercial  and  Financial  Chronicle,  v.  1-11,  16.     [1865-70.  1874]. 
Common  School  Journal,  v.  2-10.     [1840-48]. 
Contemporary  Review,  v.  1-27,  31-33.     [1866-76,  1877-78]. 
Continent,  The,  v.  1-4.     [1881-83]. 
Continental  Monthly,  v.  5-6.     [1864]. 
Cultivator,  v.  1-4.     [1844-46]. 
Dial,  [Boston],  v.  3-4.     [1848-44]. 
Dial.  [Chicago],  v.  4-6.     [1883-84,  1885-86]. 
Dwight*s  Journal  of  Music,  v.  1-36.     [ia')3-77]. 
Eclectic  Magazine,  v.  1-18,  35-49,  53.  84,  98-107.     [1844-49,  1855-60,  1861,  1875, 

1882-86]. 
Edinburgh  Review,  v.  43,  45,  51-53.  56-59,  75,  88,  90,  98,  156,  161.     [1825-26, 

1826-27.  1880-31,  1832-34,  1842,  1848]. 
Electrician,  v.  1-2.     [1882-83]. 
Engineering,  v.  1-3.     [1866-67]. 
Every  Saturday,  v.  1-11.  18.     11866-71.  1873], 
Famine,  La,  v.  1-20.    [1860-79]. 
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Farmer  (The)  and  Mechanic,  v.  1,  6,  9.     [1845-47,  1850,  1852]. 

Foreign  Quarterly  Review,  v.  1-14.  24,  30-32,  34.     [1827-35,  1839, 1842-44,  1844- 

45.  1846]. 
Forest  and  Stream,  v.  1-18.     [1872-81]. 
Fortnightly  Review,  v.  1-28,  31-33.     [1865-77.  1879-80]. 
Frank  Leslie's  Illustrated  Newspaper,  v.  1-51,  54-55.     [1855-80,  1881,  1882]. 
Galaxy,  v,  1-6,  9-10,  14-17,  22.     [1866-68,  1870,  1872-74,  1876]. 
Gardener's  Monthly,  v.  1-20.     [1859-78]. 

Gartenlaube,  Die.  v.  1-16,  20.  21,  28.     [1853-68,  1872-73,  1880]. 
Graham's  Magazine,  v.  1-25.  27-29.     [1833-45,  1846-47]. 
Hardwickc's  Science  Gossip,  v.  1-5.     [1866-70]. 
Harper's  Bazar,  v.  1-10,  12-13,  15.     [1868-77,  1878-79,  1880]. 
Harper's  Weekly,  v.  1-6,  10-23.     [1857-61,  1867-79]. 
Harvard  Register,  v.  1-2.     [1880]. 
Hebrew  Student,  v.  1.     [1881-82]. 
Horticulturist,  v.  1.     [1846-47]. 

Hours  at  Home,  v.  1,  3-6,  8-11.     [1865.  1866-67,  1868-70]. 
Hunt's  Merchant's  Magazine,  v.  34-43.  61.     [1856-60,  1869]. 
Illustrated  Magazine  of  Art,  v.  1.     [1852]. 
International  Monthly  Magazine,  v.  1.     [1850]. 
International  Review,  v.  1-4,  6-9.     [1874-77,  1879-80]. 
Iron  Age,  v.  1-13,  15,  17.     [1859-71.  1873,  1875,  1880-86]. 
Journal  of  Education,  [Boston],  v.  1-22.     [1874-85] 
Journal  of  the  Franklin  Institute,  v.  1-88.  95-104,  107-15.     [1826-69,  1873-77, 

1879-86]. 
Knickerbocker,  v.  1-7,  9-16,  18-19,  22,  24,  27-29.     [1833-41,  1841-2,  1848.  1844. 

1846-47]. 
Latine,  v.  1.     [1882-83]. 
Life.  V.  1-4.     [1888-84], 

Lippincott's  Magazine,  v.  1-14,  17-20,  23-32.     [1868-74,  1876-77,  1879-88]. 
Literary  and  Theological  Review,  v.  1-2.     [1834-35]. 
Literary  World,  [Boston],  v.  1-3,  6.     [1870-1872,  1875]. 
Litteirs  Living  Age.  v.  92.     [1867]. 
Livre,  Le,  v.  6-8.     [1884-86]. 
London  and  Dublin  Magazine,  v  1-7.     [1841-47]. 
London  Society,  v.  1-4,  7-13.     [1862-63,  1866-08]. 
Manufacturer  and  Builder,  v.  1,  3-9.     [1874,  1875-79]. 
Massachusetts  Monthly,  v.  1-3.     [1791-92]. 
Massachusetts  Teacher,  v.  1-3.     [1848-50]. 

Missionary  Herald,  v.  1-33,  35-64,  67.  69-76     [1822-37.  1839-68.  1871,  1873-80]. 
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To  THE  Board  of  Trustees: 

Gentlemen  : — I  have  the  honor  to  present  herewith  ^y  tenth  annual 
report,  covering  the  operations  of  the  year  1887,  and  also  reviewing 
some  features  of  the  library's  use  during  the  ten  years  now  closed. 

GENERAL   STATEMENT.* 

The  books  acquired  by  the  library  up  to  the  beginning  of  the  year 
consisted  of  (1)  13,320  volumes  obtained  by  purchase;  (2)  1,027  re- 
ceived as  exchanges,  transfers,  etc.  ;  and  (3)  23,293  as  gifts  from 
various  sources.  Deducting  the  2,882  volumes  which  had  been  with- 
drawn, these  constitute  a  total  of  34,758.'' 

Daring  the  year  just  closed  the  accessions'  have  numbered  3,347, 
including  (1)  1,461  volumes  obtained  by  purchase;  (2)  201  received  as 
exchanges,  transfers,  etc.*;  (3)  1,685  gifts*  from  various  sources; 
making,  therefore,  after  deducting  the  338  volumes  withdrawn  during 
the  year,  a  present  total  of  37,767*,  and  showing  a  net  increase  of 
3,009.' 

THE   tear's   growth. 

By  comparing  the  above  figures  with  the  corresponding  statistics  of 
previous  yearsS  it  will  be  seen  that  in  only  three  instances  have  more 
books  been  added,  and  in  no  instance  have  more  volumes  been  pur- 

1  For  tabulated  atatement,  lee  Appendix  No.  1. 
3  See  Ninth  annual  report,  p.  3,  13. 

•  See  Appendix  No.  2  and  Appendix  No.  8. 

•  Including  volumes  received  by  exchange  with  other  libraries,  periodicals  tubscribed  for  and 
afterwards  bound  into  volumes,  etc. 

•  See  Appendix  No.  12. 

•  See  Appendix  No.  1. 

V  The  groM  increase  is  3,847.    See  Appendix  No.  3. 

•  See  Appendix  No.  8. 
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chased.  The  sum  appropriated  for  the  purchase  of  books',  however, 
($1,850.00  for  1887),  is  found  to  be  far  too  small  to  meet  the  wants  of 
such  a  library.  As  a  single  instance  of  the  extent  to  which  this  library 
is  less  adequately  equipped  than  many  others,  for  increasing  its  re- 
sources, it  may  be  mentioned  that  in  Worcester,  Mass.,  a  city  much 
smaller  than  this,  a  sum  nearly  equal  to  the  above,  ($1,500.00),  was 
expended  for  duplicates  in  one  department  alone,  during  this  same 
year.^  But  it  is  by  no  means  necessary  to  turn  one's  attention  from 
this  library,  to  appreciate  both  the  need  of  more  books  and  more  cop- 
ies of  them.  When  such  a  use  can  be  discovered  of  one  and  the  same 
book  over  and  over,  as  is  shown  in  the  Appendix,  (embracing  not  only 
repeated  issues  of  works  of  fiction,  but  the  issue  of  such  a  work  as 
Darwin's  "  Descent  of  man  "149  times') ;  when  so  large  a  percentage 
of  the  applications  by  readers  are  unsuccessful  ones,  by  reason  of  the 
books  called  for  being  ''out** ;  when,  as  has  frequently  occurred  dur- 
ing the  past  year,  opportunities  for  securing  at  auction-sales  copies  of 
books  long  needed  must  be  allowed  to  pass,  from  insufficient  funds,  the 
need  of  increased  resources  available  for  purchasing  books  will  be  obvi- 
ous. More  than  in  any  previous  year,  however,  books  greatly  needed 
have  been  secured  as  exchanges  with  other  libraries  or  individuals, 
largely  in  consequence  of  observing  ''wants*'  advertised  which  our 
duplicates  could  fill. 

The  donors  to  the  library  during  the  past  year  number  288%  com- 
prising  many  new  names,  but  also  some  who  have  shown  their  practi- 
cal interest  in  the  library  by  a  steady  stream  of  contributions  for  years 
in  succession.  No  less  than  670  volumes,  out  of  the  total  thus 
received  (1,685),  were  a  gift  from  one  person,  the  late  Albert  Jenkins 
Jones  of  Rome,  Italy''.  The  fact  that  he  had  promised  us  this  gift  of 
his  Italian  library,  is  briefly  recorded  in  the  reix)rt  of  one  year  ago', 
but  of  course  without  any  definite  knowledge  of  the  contents  of  the 
collection,  and  ceilaiuly  without  the  expectation  that  it  would  prove  a 
posthumous  gift.  The  generous  donor  died  at  Florence,  May  25,  1887  ; 
and  on  the  14th  of  the  following  July  the  volumes  were  received  at  the 
library.  The  following  brief  description  of  them  is  here  reprinted  from 
an  article  by  the  librarian,  in  the  Providence  Journal  of  July  27,  1887. 


1  Bee  Appendix  No.  13. 

3  See  Twenty-eighth  annual  report  of  the  Worcester  Free  Public  Library,  1887,  p.  27. 

>  In  the  8  years,  1880-87.    See  Appendix  No.  9. 

«  See  Appendix  No.  12. 

A  Bee  Appendix  No.  12. 

*  Bee  Ninth  Annual  report,  p.  5. 
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They  are  **  evidently  from  deliberate  choice  distributed  through  all 
closses  of  reading,— literature,  history,  biography,  geography,  philo- 
sophical science  and  theology,  natural  science,  practical  science,  social 
and  political  science,  and  art.  About  100  volumes  of  them  are  dic- 
tionaries and  other  works  of  reference,  and  the  collection  as  a  whole 
constitutes  a  good  ^  all-around '  library  for  a  European  scholar.  As 
regards  the  languages  in  which  the  volumes  are  printed,  all  but  about 
twenty-five  of  the  books  are  in  the  Italian  language,  but  a  distinction 
must  here  be  made,  between  works  in  Italian,  by  Italian  authors,  and 
works  by  French  and  English  and  otiier  writers,  which  have  been  trans- 
lated into  Italian.  Excluding  these  latter,  a  collection  of  416  volumes 
is  left,  comprising  the  purely  Italian  literature."  In  this  collection, 
moreover,  nearly  every  standard  Italian  author  is  included,  and  in  most 
fitting  form,  as  regards  edition  and  binding.  Scarcely  any  are  in  cloth 
or  paper,  and  the  majority  are  beautifully  bound  in  half-vellum,  or 
full-vellum  or  half-calf.  Lest  it  should  be  supposed  that  such  a  gift  as 
this,  to  a  library  like  ours,  simply  serves  to  decorate  the  shelves  but  is 
never  taken  down  and  read,  it  should  here  be  stated  that,  for  the  past 
few  months,  (in  brief,  since  its  existence  has  been  generally  known  in 
the  city),  the  Jones  collection  has  been  visited,  on  an  average,  every 
other  day,  by  intelligent  readers,  familiar  with  the  language  and  litera- 
ture, who  are  generally  content  with  not  less  than  an  hour  or  two  at  a 
time  passed  among  its  books.  But  this  library  has  as  yet  no  collec- 
tion of  French  or  of  German  literature,  in  the  original,  either  one  of 
which  would  be  of  even  tenfold  wider  usefulness  than  Italian.  The 
opportunity  is  one  which  should  commend  itself  to  some  friend  of  the 
library,  able  to  supply  the  means  for  acquiring  these  much  needed  col- 
lections. Another  gift  which  should  here  be  mentioned  is  that  of  the 
Rhode  Island  Acts  and  Resolves,  from  1819  to  1876,  which  formed  a 
part  of  the  library  of  the  late  Judge  Blackwood,  a  gift  from  his  sister. 
Miss  M.  J.  Blackwood.  This  collection  of  schedules,  embracing  some 
issues  now  very  rare,  is  bound  in  substantial  leather,  and  is  a  most  val- 
uable nucleus  for  future  acquisitions  of  still  earlier  dates. 

THE   library's   EQUIPMENT,    AT  THE    END   OP  TEN   YEARS. 

At  the  end  of  its  first  ten  yeai-s,  the  library  numbers  37,767  vol- 
umes\  and  according  to  the  most  recently  aeessible  figures  ranks  8th 
in  size  among  the  free  public  libraries  of  New  England^.     If  the  total 

>  S«e  Appendix  No.  1. 

*  See  Library  Joamal,  ▼.  12,  p.  1-02. 
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number  of  accessions  from  the  beginning,  (40,987*),  be  compared  with 
the  number  just  ten  years  ago,  (10,307*),  an  increase  of  about  400  per 
cent,  is  to  be  noted.  Few  libraries  show  a  larger  percentage  of  gifts 
to  the  total  of  accessions  than  ours,  and  in  view  of  this  fact  there  is  a 
much  nearer  approach  to  a  symmetrical  distribution  of  the  volumes 
among  the  different  departments  than  might  have  been  expected.  In 
tile  department  of  history  there  are  3,913';  in  biography  3,061*;  in 
geography. 2, 333^  The  additions  in  the  three  departments  just  men- 
tioned, during  the  last  five  years,  have  shown  an  annual  average  of 
286,  256,  and  142  respectively  ;  and  in  the  three  departments  of  natural 
science,  practical  science,  and  art,  70,  78,  and  60,  respectively. 

In  some  directions,  however,  the  library  must  be  regarded  as  obvi- 
ously deficient.  The  department  of  practical  science,  for  instance, 
contains  only  1,165'  volumes,  only  one  other  class  being  smaller. 
There  are  very  urgent  reasons  why  there  should  be  a  very  noteworthy 
increase  in  this  department ;  and  that  in  the  direction  of  securing  the 
authoritative  treatises  in  each  branch  of  the  subject.  Our  own  is  a 
distinctively  manufacturing  community.  In  such  a  community,  a  pub- 
lic library  may  most  fittingly  bend  its  best  endeavors  towards  making 
its  equipment  on  mechanical  subjects  practically  complete.  It  may 
well  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  beneficent  phases  of  the  library's 
service  to  the  community,  to  place  such  works  as  these  at  the  disposal 
of  those  fitted  to  appreciate  them,  and  to  encourage  their  use,  by  every 
legitimate  means  in  its  power.  In  one  other  direction  the  library  feels 
particularly  hampered,  — namely,  in  the  cooperative  measures  on  the 
part  of  the  library  and  the  schools.  The  disposition  exists,  on  the 
part  of  the  library  management,  to  make  these  measures  much  more 
effective  and  compreheusive  than  they  can  be  at  present,  and  the  lack 
of  funds  alone  prevents.  For  the  two  purposes  just  named  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  library  will  at  no  distant  day  be  adequately  equipped ; 
and,  should  the  general  funds  at  its  disposal  not  admit  of  it,  an  appeal 
to  the  generosity  of  some  of  its  friends  for  special  funds  should  meet 
with  an  appreciative  response. 


'  Sec  Appendix  No.  3. 

'  See  Piriit  annual  report,  p.  15. 

>  See  Appendix  No.  4. 

♦  Ibid. 

*  Ibid. 

•  Ibid. 
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THE   USB   OF  THE   BOOKS,    FOR  TEN   YEARS. 

The  total  number  of  issues  of  bound  books,  both  for  home  use  and 
library  use,  up  to  the  end  of  1887,  is  980,1 75\  or  not  far  from  one 
million.  Adding  to  this  the  number  of  periodicals,  used  at  the 
library;  makes  a  total  of  1,121,953.  The  number  of  issues  in  suc- 
cessive years,  as  traced  in  the  table  in  Appendix  No.  6,  shows  a  pro- 
gression by  no  means  uniform,  whether  the  library  use,  or  home  use, 
or  the  sum  of  them  both  be  taken  as  the  criterion.  When  taken, 
however,  in  connection  with  the  table  in  Appendix  No.  8,  which  shows 
the  gradual  increase  of  the  accessions  and  the  registration,  side  by 
side,  some  light  is  thrown  upon  it.  The  supply  of  books  for  each 
reader, — at  all  times  wholly  inadequate, — is  seen  to  have  been  particu- 
larly so  at  certain  periods,  and  it  is  at  these  periods  that  the  circulation 
has  apparently  dropped  the  lowest 

The  number  of  days  during  these  ten  years,  on  which  the  library  has 
been  open,  is  3,019,  the  average  daily  issue  for  home  use  for  the  whole 
period  being  therefore  324.  The  number  of  readers  and  books  is  of 
course  a  changing  factor  duriug  the  period,  and  for  this  reason  cannot 
so  readily  be  compared  with  the  total  issues,  to  show  the  ^^  turn  over." 
Yet,  if  we  take  as  the  number  of  books  those  in  circulation  at  a  point 
midway  of  this  period,  (namely,  16,706,  Jan.  1,  1883'),  we  find  50 -f 
to  be  the  *'*'  turn  over," — in  other  words,  an  issue  of  each  book  in  the 
library  50  times  over.  Such  a  showing  abundantly  reveals  the  useful- 
ness of  the  collection  as  a  whole. 

We  are  enabled,  however,  to  arrive  at  more  particularized  statements. 
In  Appendix  No.  8  will  be  found  a  table  showing  the  *'*'  Classification 
of  the  circulation  for  10  years."  The  lowest  number  of  issues  in  any 
one  department  is  in  art,  15,496.  Next  to  this  stands  philosophical 
science,  with  15,980  issues.  These  are  the  two  classes  containing  the 
smallest  number  of  volumes.  On  the  other  hand  the  issues  in  history 
number  53,331,  and  from  this  tbey  range  downwards  as  follows :  geog- 
raphy, 51,887;  biography,  37,147;  the  general  class,  30,058;  miscel- 
laneous literature,  23,947 ;  natural  science,  20,930 ;  social  science, 
16,309 ;  practical  science,  16,059.  Grouping  the  three  historical 
classes,  as  in  the  other  method  of  classification  there  shown,  there  are 
seen  to  be  in  them  142,365  issues,  the  issues  of  adult  fiction  being  only 
388,208,  and  of  juveniles  only  179,487.     The  percentage  of  the  adult 


1  For  borne  uae»  848,830;  for  library  uae,  131^336. 
'  See  Sixth  annual  report,  p.  17. 
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fiction  to  the  total  issues  for  the  whole  period,  is  seen  to  be  45.7-|>  and 
of  juveniles  2 1.1 4-9  making  an  average  for  the  ten  years  for  the  total 
of  fiction,  only  66.8 -fi  a  remarkably  favorable  showing  among  public 
literary  statistics  in  general ;  and  certainly  not  the  less  creditable  when 
it  is  remembered  that  the  tenth  and  last  year  of  all  shows  the  low  ave- 
rage of  58. 7-|-*  One  other  item  deserves  mention  as  showing  the  use 
of  the  library  for  a  purpose  not  always  very  much  sought  in  the  case 
of  a  public  library.  This  is  the  number  of  issues  in  essays,  poetry, 
and  drama,  namely,  51,001. 

But  we  are  able  to  reach  even  minuter  details  than  this,  for  a  great 
part  of  the  period.  From  1880  to  1887,  inclusive,  the  charging  system 
in  use  has  very  accurately  registered  the  use  of  each  individual  book. 
To  each  book  belongs  a  slip,  of  oblong  shape,  holding  about  7  entries 
on  each  side.  The  slip  is  to  be  found  at  the  back  of  the  book,  when 
it  is  in  its  place  on  the  shelf,  and  is  to  be  found  in  the  file  of  issues, 
when  the  book  is  out.  When  filled  with  issues,  it  is  replaced  by  an- 
other, and  filed  away  for  preservation,  and  thus  transmits  the  entire 
history  of  the  book's  use,  when,  by  whom,  and  for  how  long.  An  ex- 
amination of  the  **  filled  slips' "  of  these  eight  years,  now  filed  away 
by  numbers  and  subjects,  shows  several  facts  of  great  interest.  Aside 
from  works  of  fiction,  there  are  a  great  number  which  have  been  issued 
40  times  and  over ;  and  46  which  have  been  issued  125  times  and  over. 
The  highest  number  of  issues  is  403,  in  the  case  of  **The  boys  of  '76," 
by  C.  C.  Coffin,  from  that  ranging  through  4  over  300,  12  over  200,  and 
29  over  125.  The  list  is  given  in  full  in  the  appendix,  and  an  examin- 
ation of  it  will  show  that  these  46  volumes  are  thus  distributed  through 
the  various  classes  of  the  library ;  16  in  history ;  3  in  biography ;  12 
in  geography  ;  3  in  natural  science  ;  1  in  practical  science ;  2  in  social 
science  ;  3  in  art  and  6  in  poetry.  Dividing  them  by  another  principle 
of  classification,  we  find  that  21  of  them  were  written  with  the  aim, 
expressed  or  otherwise,  of  interesting  young  readers,  (such,  for  in- 
stance, as  *'The  story  of  liberty,'*  or  '*The  boy  travellers  in  Japan 
and  China''),  the  remaining  25  being  of  a  more  formal  and  systematic 
order  of  composition.  As  regards  authors,  there  are  four  authors  only 
whose  names  occur  in  the  list  with  more  than  one  book,  these  being  C. 
C.  Coffin,  (7  books) ;  Jacob  Abbott,  (4  books) ;  J.  S.  C.  Abbott,  (2 
books) ;  Mrs.  Isabella  [Bird]  Bishop,  (2  books).  In  no  instance,  it 
should  be  added,  has  this  circulation  been  attained  with  a  single  copy 


>  For  the  tabulation  of  the»e  figures  see  Appendix  No.  9.    There  are  more  than  30,000  of  these 
filled  slips. 
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of  the  book  only,  as  many  as  6  copies  being  in  use  in  some  cases ;  yet. 
on  the  other  hand  a  single  one  of  these  copies  has  sometimes  registered 
more  than  100  issues.  Still  another  point  requires  notice,  in  any 
comparative  view  of  these  figures,  namely  the  fact  that  these  volumes 
have  not  all  enjoyed  the  same  period  of  circulation,  only  a  portion  of 
them  having  been  published  eight  years  ago,  and  several  being  some- 
what recent  additions  to  the  library.  Thus  Du  Chaillu's  ^^  Land  of 
the  midnight  sun  '*  was  published  in  1881 ;  Miss  Browne's  "  What 
girls  can  do,"  in  1882;  and  "George  Eliot's  Life,"  as  late  as  1885. 
Of  those  not  thus  falling  within  the  last  few  years,  there  are  some 
which  have  been  before  the  public  for  many  years.  Thus,  Dana's 
"Two  years  before  the  mast"  was  published  in  1840;  and  Bulfinch's 
"Age  of  fable  **  in  1855.  The  use  of  such  books  as  these,  therefore, 
may  be  regarded  as  a  somewhat  steady  factor  in  the  library's  circula- 
tion, in  the  future  as  well  as  in  the  past.  Of  the  works  in  fiction  and 
juveniles  most  used,  a  list  is  given  in  the  appendix  The  evidences  of 
Scott's  popularity  are  certainly  noteworthy,  and,  it  may  be  added, 
gratifying. 

This  functioq  of  the  charging  system  in  use,  it  should  be  observed, 
in  thus  tabulating  the  history  of  the  library's  use,  in  the  case  of  indi- 
vidual volumes,  has  more  than  a  curious  interest.  It  is  of  constant 
and  direct  serviceableness,  in  indicating  what  books  should  be  dupli- 
cated, and  it  is  closely  followed  for  this  purpose,  from  week  to  week. 
Yet,  although  duplicating  has  been  employed  to  the  limited  extent 
which  the  library's  funds  have  permitted,  there  is  no  question  that  an 
increased  ability  to  do  this  would  have  resulted  in  a  much  greater  ag- 
gregate use  of  the  library  during  the  ten  years,  and  a  consequent 
largely  increased  usefulness.  The  true  way  to  build  up  a  large  circu- 
lation is  to  reduce  the  number  of  unsuccessful  applications  for  books 
to  as  low  a  point  as  possible.  In  view  of  the  disadvantageous  condi- 
tions which  have  existed,  it  is  surprising,  rather  than  otherwise,  that 
the  average  circulation  should  have  remained  at  so  high  a  figure  during 
the  whole  of  the  ten  years. 

TENDENCIES    IN   LIBRARY   ADMINISTRATION. 

The  ten  years  now  completed  by  this  library  have  been  perhaps  the 
most  important  ten  years  in  the  history  of  American  libraries.  They 
have  been  marked  by  the  development  into  effective  agencies  of  the 
American  Library  Association ;  the  Library  Journal^  (the  monthly 
publication  of  the  libraries) ;  the  Library  Bureau,  for  the  supply  of  all 
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library  appliances ;  and  of  a  public  spirit  which,  especially  in  certain 
states,  has  manifested  itself  in  the  founding  and  munificent  equipment 
of  libraries  for  the  people.  With  this  development  has  come  a  corres- 
ponding growth  in  the  feeling  of  responsibility  on  the  part  of  the  libra- 
ries in  their  relations  to  their  readers,  and,  correspondingly,  in  what  is 
expected  of  them  by  readers.  The  work  of  a  librarian  of  to-day  dif- 
fers, in  a  measure  not  easily  realized,  from  the  work  of  a  librarian  of 
ten  years  ago,  in  extent,  in  comprehensiveness,  in  range.  It  has  been 
the  fortune  of  this  library  to  receive  as  special  apprentices,  without 
pay,  a  number  of  different  persons  desiring  to  fit  themselves  for  the 
position  of  a  librarian,  at  different  times  within  the  last  ten  yeai*s.  Of 
these,  one  is  now  the  librarian  of  a  large  and  rapidly  increasing  public 
library  in  Topeka,  Kansas,  and  others  have  had  important  experience 
in  library  work.  The  necessity  for  burdening  librarians  with  the  labor 
of  training  of  this  sort  will  be  in  some  measure  obviated  by  the  recent 
establishment  of  a  School  of  Library  Economy,  as  one  of  the  depart- 
ments of  Columbia  College,  in  New  York  City.  The  librarian  of  this 
library  was  asked  to  give  two  lectures  before  this  school,  in  February, 
1887,  one  of  which  has  since  been  printed',  and  is  under  appointment 
to  deliver  six  more  during  the  year  1888^  The  importance  of  such  a 
system  of  training  as  is  there  afforded,  in  its  influence  on  the  future  of 
library  administration  can  hardly  be  estimated.  It  is  scarcely  too 
much  to  say  that  the  coming  ten  years  will  necessarily  far  surpass  the 
ten  years  which  have  just  closed,  in  the  expansion  of  library  work  and 
library  influence. 

The  above  considerations  are  of  direct  importance  in  their  bearing 
upon  our  own  library  and  its  relations  to  the  community.  In  order  to 
keep  abreast  of  the  times  merely,  to  say  nothing  of  leading  in  the 
directions  of  intelligent  influence,  and  adaptation  to  popular  needs,  an 
equipment  very  different  from  the  present  one  is  an  absolute  necessity. 
No  one  who  knows  the  city  of  Providence  can  doubt  that  it  will  be 
forthcoming. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WILLIAM    E.    FOSTER, 

Librariwi. 
February  10,   1888. 

»  Library  Notes,  v.  2,  p.  195-211. 
a  March  20-23,  1888. 
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APPENDIX  NO.  1 


GENERAL    STATEMENT. 


r- 


a 

•-3 


I 

Books  in  circulation .   •  24,307 

Reports j  9,132 

Books  for  reference 1,319 


8g 


73 


2,155 

1,064 

128 


34,758  ■      3,347' 


a 


331 


26,131 

10,196 

1.440 


338    !     37.767 


1  BcKidcs  tlicBo  ndditions,  there  have  been  during  the  year  acceMione  of  22C  pMmphlets,  51  voL 
umcs  of  pcriodicalf,  754  numbers  of  periodical,  71  bulletins,  and  14  map». 


APPENDIX  NO.   2. 


SOURCES  OP  ACCESSIONS. 


A, — Purchases, 


i? -Gifts. 


SOl'RCES 


G. — Exchanges,  transfers,  etc 


Total  added  from  beginning. 
Deduct  total  withdrawals 


No. 

Jau.  1, 

1887. 

Added 

in 
1887. 

1,461 

1.685 

201 

'      No. 
Jan    1. 
1888. 

13,320 

23,293 

1.027 

14.781 

24,978 

1.228 

37.640 

8.347 

40.987 
3.220 

87,767 

tEtrtB   AMMtJAL   ftfit^Ofitt — APPEKDIX. 
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APPENDIX  NO.  8. 


OR088  AND  NET  INCREASR. 


GAIN. 


^.— From  gifts 1,685 

B. — By  transfer,  exchange,  etc. .      201 
C— Purchases 1,461 

8,347 

Total  gain 8,847 

Deducting  total  loss 888 

Net  gain 8.009 

No.  of  vols.,  Jan.  1.  1887 84.758 

Present  no.,  Jan.  1, 1888.  .87,767 


LOB8. 


Books  condemned,  etc 888 

No.  previously  withdrawn 2,882 

Total  to  Dec.  81,  1887 8,220 

Vols,  in  library,  Jan.  1,  1888  . .  .87,767 

Total    accessions,    from    begin- 
ning  40,987 


APPENDIX  NO.  4. 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  VOLUMES  NOW  IN  THE  LIBRARY. 

1.  History 8,918 

2.  Fiction  [Adult] 8,540 

3.  Qeneral  class' 8,824 

4.  Biography 8,061 

5.  Miscellaneous  literature^ 2,868 

6.  Social  science 2,478 

7.  Geography 2,888 

8.  Philosophical  science 1,698 

9.  Fiction  [Juvenile] 1,426 

10.  Natural  science 1,168 

11.  Practical  science 1,165 

12.  Art 669 

27,688 
Add  those  unclassified,  (government  reports,  etc) 10,129 

87,767 

>  TboM  in  claM  O,  not  MiigiMd  to  any  other  one  claw,  in  particulftr,  as  the  "  Complete  work*  '* 
of  B«iO«mla  Franklin. 
'  Works  In  class  1,  •zcIosIt*  of  fiction  and  Juveniles. 
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APPENDIX  NO.   5. 


INCREASE  IN  REGISTRATION. 


Jan.  1, 
1887. 

Total  numl)er  of  registration  numbers  occupied 28,904 

Number  cancelled 1,152 

Net  gain  in  names,  1887 

Total  registration  from  beginning 30,056 

Average  daily  number  of  new  names  registered 


Added 
during  1887. 

1,745 

111 

1.634 

• 

5-h 


Jan.  I, 
18S8. 

30.649 
1,268 

31,912 


REGISTRATION  BY  WARDS. 


Name  of 
the  ward^ 


Rank  by 

population. 

June  1,  1885. 


1.  Tenth 24,490 

2.  Ninth 17,536 

3.  First 15,171 

4.  Eighth 14,107 

5.  Seventh 10,035 

6.  Third 9.251 

7.  Fifth 9,221 

8.  Sixth 6.488 

9.  Fourth 6.233 

10.     Second    5,538 

118,070 


No.  registered, 
10th  year. 


1.  Ninth ...  246 

2.  Eighth 221 

3.  Fourth 199 

4.  (First 198/ 

5   I  Tenth 198  f 

6.  Seventh 1.64 

7.  Second 154 

8.  Sixth 142 

9.  Fifth 125 

10.     Third 98 

1,745 
Add  number  at  be- 
ginning of  year  28,904 

30,649 

1  By  the  old  division  of  wards 
3  By  census  of  1886. 


Hank  by  al)solute 

no.  of  cards  at 

end  of  9th  year. 


1.  Ninth 3,896  ;  1. 

2.  First 3.275  2. 

3.  Eighth 3,174  3. 

4.  Fifth 3,066  4. 

5.  Fourth 2,966  I  5. 

6.  Seventh 2.625  !  6. 

7.  Tenth 2.587  '  7. 

8.  Second 2,346  8. 

9.  Sixth..   2,312  ,  9. 

10.    Third 2,148  'lO. 

28,395  ' 

Number  omitted. . .    509  j 

28,904  ' 


Present  absolute 

number  of  cards, 

[Jan.  1.  1888.] 


1.  Ninth 4,142 

2.  First 3.473 

3      Eighth 3,395 

4.  Fifth 3.191 

5.  Fourth 3,165 

6.  Seventh 2,789 

7.  Tenth 2,785 

8.  Second 2,500 

9.  Sixth 2.454 

10.     Third 2,246 

30,140 
No.     omitted     as 
above 509 

30.649 


Percentage 

of  population, 

9th  year. 


Fourth 47.5 

Second  42.3 

Sixth 35.6 

Fifth 83.2 

Seventh 26.1 

Third 23.2 

Eighth. 22  4 

Ninth 22.2 

First 21.5 

Tenth 10.5 


Present  percentage 

of  the 

population*. 


1.  Fourth 50  7 

2.  Second 45.1 

3.  Sixth 37.8 

4.  Fifth 34.6 

5.  Seventh 27.7 

6.  Third 24.2 

7.  Eighth 24.06 

8.  Ninth 23.6 

9.  First 22.8 

10.  Tenth 11.3 
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APPENDIX  NO.   ^.-Continued. 


Total  (3)  east 
side  wards. 

Total  (6)  west 
side  wards.. 

Teutli  ward. . . 


At  end  of 
first  year. 


8.063 

6,322 
1,043 

10,428 


At  end  of  9th  year. 


At  end  of  lOtb  year'. 


7,769 

8,219 

18,039 

19,186 

2,587 

With 

omissions. . 

2,785 

28.395 
[..28,904 

80.140 
..30,649 

With  the  beginning  of  1888,  a  new  regialration  based  uu  the  new  ward  divisions,  has  been  begun. 


APPENDIX  NO.    6. 


CIRCULATION. 

1                        1                        i 

-     -                                 _        _   ._ 

1             1 

[A.]      AOORBGATB  rOR 
TIN   YEARS. 

1st  year. 

2d  year. 

3d  year. 

• 

s 
•s 

5th  year. 

6th  year. 

7th  year. 

8th  year. 

• 

s 

lOtb  year. 

Total  no.  vols,  used  at 
the  library 

14,007 

10,427    7,2221   6,857 

8,075 

9,392 

27.406 

20,100 

14,192 

13,657 

Toul  no.  taicen  for  home 
use 

90,685 
104.M^ 

9S,38G  67,620  83,820 

1 

82,519 

85,48G 
94,878 

93,011 
120,417 

93,587 
118,687 

82,179 
96,871 

77,047 

Total  in  both  classes. . 

103,813!  74,842  90,1771  90,S94 

1 

90,704 

[BJ 


USE   OF  THE   LIBRARY   WITHIN  THE   ROOM. 


ROOKS  CONSULTED. 


PERIODICALS,  ETC. 


[C]       BOOKS  TAKEN 
FOR  HOME   USE. 


Largestuseonany  day.j[Sept.  30] 257      fFeb.  19] IGO    |  [March  12] 619 

SnisllestonaDy  day....j[July  20]....'....  3    |[May20J 19      [Dec.  28] 100 

Largest  in  any  week.. . . j [Sept.  26-Oct.  1 J  548  | [Apr.  25—30] ...    537    |  [March  7—12] 1,993 

Smallest  in  any  week...  I  [July  25-30]....  81  [July  25— 30]....    281      [July  18— 23] 1,021 

largest  in  any  month...  J  No  v.] 1,534      [March] 2,178      [March] 8,495 

I  I 

Smallest  in  any  month..  [July] 415      [Sept.] 1.447      [July] 4,712 


Average  roontbly  use. 
Average  weekly  use.. 
Average  dally  use  ... 


1,1384- 1,714 


202  f 

44 -f-: 


6,4204- 

395-h 1,481-f 

66-r-' 260-f- 


16  PKOVIDKNCE    PUBLIC    LIBKAKY. 

APPENDIX  NO.   Q.—QmUnued. 

[D.]      CLASSIFICATION  OP  CIRCULATION. 

(1.)     By  the  doMificaUon  adopted  in  this  library 


(1) 


Fiction  (adult) ^'^^Ia^ooo  «>  7^       H1.7-h 

Fiction  (juvenile) 13.142 )  ^'^^ ^  ^^       J 17.    -h 

(2)  IlMitory 5,724 7.4-h 

(3)  Geography 5,522 7  1-h 

(4)  Biography 3.952 5.1-h 

(5)  General  class* 3,666 4.7-h 

(6)  Miscellaneous' 8,167 4.1-h 

(7)  Natural  science 2,202 2.8-h 

(8)  Social  science 2,051  2.6-+- 

(9)  Practical  science 1,956. 2.5-h 

(10)  Art 1,857*. 2.4-h 

(11)  Philosophical  science 1,642 ...     2.1-+- 

77,047  100 

(2)    By  the  dassiflcation  adapted  by  the  American  Library  Aeaociaiion.    [See  Library 

Journal,  v.  1.  p.  429]. 

A.     Literary  classes. 

Juveniles 13,142 

Prose  fiction 32,166 

Essays,  poetry,  drama,  etc 6,548 

Periodicals 90 


Total  literary  classes 51,946 

B.     Historical  classes. 

Geography  and  travels 5,522 

Biography 3,952 

Ilistory 5.724 

Total  historical  classes 15,198 

C. — Arts  and  sciences. 

Fine  arts 1,857 

Industrial  arts 1.956 

Natural  science 2,202 

Philology 195 

Social  and  political  science 2,051 

Philosophy  and  theology 1,642 


Total  arts  and  sciences 9,908 

Summary, 

Literary  classes 51.946  \ 

Historical  classes.   15,198  V  77,047 

Arts  and  sciences 9,903  ) 


1  See  explanation  of  tbeiie  claMeSf  under  Appendix  No.  4, 
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APPENDIX  NO.   e—Ooneluded. 

(3)    By  the  cla98ifie<Uion  cuiopied  by  the  Rhode  Island  Board  of  Education^. 

Fiction 45.308 

Science  and  art 9,708 

History • 5,724 

Geography  and  travels 5,522 

Biography 3,952 

Miscellaneous 3.6d6 

Poetry  and  the  drama 2,052 

Literature  and  language 1,115 


77,047 


APPENDIX  NO.    7. 


RANK  OP   MONTHS  IN  CIRCULATION  AND  REGISTRATION. 


CIRCULATION. 


BSGI8TBATI0N.* 


1.  March 8.495,    1. 

2.  April 7,170,,  2. 

3.  .January 7.099,,  3. 

4.  February 7,043,,  4. 

5.  November.  . . .  7,022  ,  5. 

6.  December 6,848,  6. 

7.  October 6,846    7. 

8.  May 5.937,i  8. 

9.  September.  ...  5,624;    9. 

10.  June 5.291,  10. 

11.  August 4.960,11. 

12.  July 4,712.|12. 

77,047! 


October 

November. . . 

March 

February 

September  . . 

.January 

December  . . 

April 

August 

May 

July 

June 


Total. 


SubdivUioDs  of  total  regiatration. 


NoD-resl- 

239 

dents*. 

7 

207 

9 

200 

8 

193 

10 

182 

14 

165 

1 

142 

8 

128 

2 

127 

•  • 

102 

4 

92 

•  • 

78 

1 

1,855 

64 

Teachers 

and 
pupils.* 


8 
6 
4 
3 
10 
3 
5 
2 


46« 


Others. 


224 

192 

188 

180 

158 

161 

129 

124 

127 

94 

92 

76 


1,745 


>  See,  for  this  system,  the  17th  annual  report  of  the  R.  I.  Board  of  Education,  p.  150. 
^  Under  the  head  of  Registration,  the  only  one  of  the  columns  In  which  the  entries  follow  the  or- 
der of  their  rank  is  the  one  beaded  "  Total." 

1  Cards  issued  to  non-residents  connected  with  the  public  or  private  schools  of  Providence. 
*  Cards  for  special  use  in  school  work. 

^  The  toUl  no.  of  tbesf  special  cards  issued,  1884-97,  was  265. 
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APPENDIX  NO.   8. 

ACCESSIONS,   CIBCULATION,   AND  BBOI8TBATION,   FOB  TEN  TBAB8. 

AceeMlons.  CIrcuUUon.  Regfatntion. 

[No.  of  vols,  at  beginning [10.807] 

l8t  year,  1878-79 8,491  90,«85 10,792 

2d    year,  187fl-80> 8.881 98.886 2,988 

8d    year,  1880' 1.407 67.620 2,249 

4th  year.  1881 1.724 88.819 2.257 

5th  year.  1882 ...  1.798 82.519 2.204 

6th  year.  1888 4.888 85.486 2,632 

7th  year.  1884 6.482 93.011 2.096 

8th  year.  1885 2.071 98.587 2.270 

9th  year.  1886 2.196 82.179 1.968 

10th  year,  1887  8,847 77,047 1,745 


(2 
(8 
(4 
(5 
(6 
(7 
(8 
(9 

(lo; 

(11 


40,987  848,889  81.801 

Average  yearly  accessions 4,098-h 

Average  yearly  circulation. .   84,8884- 

Average  yearly  registration 8,180+ 


CLA88IFICATI0N  OP  CIRCULATION  FOR  TEN  TEARS.    1878-87. 

(1.)    By  Uve  classification,  adopted  in  this  library. 

•  ■  •  *    0,04e2 

8,952 

Fiction  (juvenile) ''^'^;^ *"     '         ^  { 21 . 1   + 

History '    "     6.2  -+- 

Geogniphy 6.1   -h 

Biography 87.147 4.3   -h 

General  class* 30,058 3.5  4- 

MisccUaueous  literature* 23,947 2.7  -+- 

Natural  science 20,930 2.4  -h 

Social  science 16,309 1.9  -+- 

Practical  science 16,059 1 .89-h 

Pbilosophical  science 15,980 1.88-h 

Art 15.496 1.82 


Total 848,839  100 


>  The  library  year  was  at  first  from  February  to  February,  but  after  1880  from  January  to  De. 
cember. 
3  For  explaaatiuq  of  these  two  cUssee,  see  note  under  Appendix  No.  4. 
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APPENDIX  NO.  B.—Qmiinued. 

(2).    By  the  dasmfleation  adapted  by  the  American  Library  Aswdation. 

A.  lAUrary  daue». 

Juveniles 179.487 

Prose  fiction 888,208 

Essays,  poetry,  drama,  etc 51,001 

Periodicals,  literary 1,944 

Total  literary  classes 620,640 

B.  Historical  classes. 

Geography  and  travels 51.887 

Biography 87,147 

History 58,331 

Total  historical  classes 142.865 

C.  Arts  and  sciences. 

Fine  arts 15,496 

Industrial  arU 16.059 

Natural  science 20,930 

Philology 1,060 

Social  and  political  science 16,809 

Philosophy  and  theology 15,980 

Total  arts  and  sciences 85,834 

Summary. 

Literary  classes 620,640  1 

Historical  classes 142,865  V  848,839 

Hud  sciences 85,834  ) 


a  - 


"'»,■           8.495     1.     V,.                's          .     ..   ..      '•i-»— V  -  •    j i|  iij 

-i-<  '"^    2.     Novpu, 

^"'^ .a'nO.  ». 

A.                 TABLES  SHOWING  r.E  Of"  iNb^V.^AI-  BOOKS  FOU   KIOHT  TEA««.  [1880-87.1 

CI  A.     No.  of  book*  ,»  the  different  cia«.e.  fMch  hare  hern  »*.rf  more  than  15  time.. 

281 

Class  0     General  ^.^ 

1 .      (  Miscellaneous  literature  ^  ^^ 

Fiction.  \*2i 

Juveniles .^^^^ 

*'     2.     History..  246 

"     8.     Biography  .^g 

••     4.    Geography  g2 

••     5.     Philosophical  science ^^ 

♦*     6.    Natural  science ^^ 

•'     7.     Practical  science ^ 

•'     8     Social  science g^ 

*•     9.     Art 

^    ,  4,arv 

Total 
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APPENDIX  NO.   Q.—Oontinued. 

B.     Specimen  instance  of  classes  (Class  6),  shounng  titles  of  books  used  more  than 

75  times. 

1.  Odd  people.    Mayne  Reid 310  times. 

2.  Descent  of  man.    Charles  Robert  Darwin 149 

3.  What  our  girls  ought  to  know.    Miss  M.  J.  Studley 134 

4.  Electricity.    J.  T.  Sprague 125 

5.  Fishing  in  American  waters.    G.  C.  Scott 102 

6.  Queer  little  people.    Mrs.  Harriet  Beecher  Stowe 100 

7.  The  origin  of  species.     Charles  Robert  Darwin 96 

8.  The  fairy  land  of  science.    Mrs.  Arabella  B.  B.  Bishop. 96 

9.  The  human  body.    H.  N.  Martin 89 

10.  Electricity  and  magnetism.     S.  P.  Thompson 84 

11 .  The  geological  story  briefly  told.    J.  D.  Dana 80 

12.  Atlantis.     Ignatius  Donnelly 77 
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C.     Works  other  thanjiction^  used  125  times  and  over,  1880-87. 

1.  The  boys  of  '76.    C.  C.  Coffin 403  limes. 

2.  The  boy  travellere  in  Japan  and  China.    T.  W.  Knox 361 

8.  Poetical  works.     H.  W.  Longfellow 346 

14.  Voyage  round  the  world  in  the  yacht  Sunbeam.   Lady  Brassey. . .  310 

5.  Odd  people.    Mayne  Reid 310 

6.  Lawrence's  adventures.    J.  T.  Trowbridge 295 

7.  The  land  of  the  midnight  sun.    «.  i.     P.  B.  DuChaillu 290      " 

8.  Old  times  in  the  colonies.    C.  C.  Coffin 287      " 

9.  The  boys  of  '61.     C.  C.  Coffin 242 

10.  How  to  get  strong.     William  Blaikie 233 

11.  The  vagabonds.     J.  T.  Trowbridge 232 

12.  A  lady's  life  in  the  Rocky  Mountains.  Mrs.  Isabella  [Bird]  Bishop,  229 

13.  A  young  folks'  history  of  the  United  States.    T.  W.  Higginson. . .  228 

14.  Routledge's  Every  boy's  book.    E.  Routledge,  editor ...  215 

( 15.  The  story  of  liberty.     C.  C.  Coffin 212 

(16.  Goethe's  Faust.    (Bayard  Taylor's  translation.)    «.  / 212 

17.  Through  the  dark  continent,    v.  1.     H.  M.  Stanley 202 

18.  The  age  of  fable.     Thomas  Bulfinch 197 

19.  History  of  Julius  Caesar.    Jacob  Abbott 195 

20.  Six  months  in  the  Sandwich  Islands     Mrs.  Isabella  [Bird]  Bishop,  186 

21.  From  the  log  cabin  to  the  White  House.  [Garfield].  W.M.Thayer,  183 

22.  History  of  Alexander.    Jacob  Abbott 181 

23.  Her  lover's  friend.     Nora  Perry 176 

24.  My  days  and  nights  on  the  battle-field.    C.  C.  Coffin 170 

25.  History  of  Mary  Stuart.     Jacob  Abbott 165 

26.  Two  years  before  the  mast.     R.  H.  Dana 164 

27.  An  American  girl  abroad.    Adeline  Trafton 16i> 

J28.  Building  the  nation.     C.  C.  Coffin 161      "i 

1 29.  History  of  Marie  Antoinette.    J.  S.  C.  Abbott 161      **  | 

30  Following  the  flag.     C.  C.  Coffin 160      ** 
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81.     Poetical  works.    James  Russell  Lowell 159  times. 

32.  History  of  Greece.     William  Smith , 156 

33.  Aunt  Charlotte's  stories  of  English  history.  Charlotte  M.  Yonge,  155 

34.  History  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte,    v,  1,    J.  S.  C.  Abbott 154 

35.  George  Eliot's  life.    «.  1.    J.  W.  Cross,  editor 151 

36.  The  descent  of  man.     Charles  Robert  Darwin 149 

37.  My  winter  on  the  Nile.     Charles  Dudley  Warner 146 

38.  Poetical  works.     Sir  Walter  Scott 145 

39.  The  exploration  of  the  world,    v.  1.    Jules  Verne..   148 

!40.     What  girls  can  do.     Phillis  Browne 142 
41.     Life  of  Napoleon  Bonaparte,    v.  1.    Sir  Walter  Scott 142 

42.  History  of  Cleopatra.     Jacob  Abbott 137 

43.  Adventures  in  the  wilderness.     W.  H.  H.  Murray 135 

44.  What  our  girls  ought  to  know.    Mary  J.  Studley 134 

45.  Bohn's  Handbook  of  games.     H.  G.  Bohn,  editor 131 

46.  One  year  abroad.    Blanche  W.  Howard 127 

D.     Worku  of  fiction,  {with  juveniles,  satire,  etc.,)  issued  350  times  and  over. 

1.  Kenilworth.     Sir  Walter  Scott 625  times. 

2.  Michael  Strogoff .    Jules  Verne 620 

3.  Elsie  Venner.     Oliver  Wendell  Holmes 611 

4.  The  other  girls.    Mrs.  A.  D.  T.  Whitney 593 

5.  Uncle  Tom's  cabin.    Mrs.  Harriet  Beecher  Stowe 577 

6.  Gold  Elsie.     Eugenie  John.    (•'  E.  Marlitt ") 557 

7.  Ivanhoe.     Sir  Walter  Scott 508 

8.  Guy  Mannering.     Sir  Walter  Scott 487 

9.  The  innocents  abroad.     S.L.Clemens.     (*' Mark  Twain") 455 

10.  Cape  Cod  folks.     Sally  Pratt  McLean 449 

11.  Bleak  House.     Charles  Dickens 445 

12.  Vanity  Fair.     W.  M.  Thackeray 442 

13.  The  bride  of  Lammcrmoor.     Sir  Walter  Scott 439 

14.  The  little  moorland  princess.     Eugenie  John.    (*'E.  Marlitt").  422 

15.  Agnes  of  Sorrento.     Mrs.  Harriet  Beecher  Stowe 419 

16.  Jane  Eyre.     Charlotte  Bronte 416 

17.  Twenty  thousand  leagues  under  the  seas.    Jules  Verne 410 

18.  The  dove  in  the  eagle's  nest.     Charlotte  M.  Yonge, 394 

19.  David  Copperfield.     Charles  Dickens 890 

20.  Countess  Gisela.     Eugenie  John.     (' '  E.  Marlitt ") 374 

21.  A  floating  city,     Jules  Verne 367 

APPENDIX  NO.   10. 

LIST  OF    PERIODICALS  CURRENTLY    RECEIVED,    [INCLUDING    8EMIANNUAX   "PRO- 
CEEDINGS," ETC.] 

A  merican  Antiquarian  Society  Proceed-  American  Florist,  (fortnightly). 

ings,  (semi-annual).  American  Economic  Association  Publi- 
A  merican  Agriculturist,  (monthly).  cations,  (bi-monthly). 

American  Architect,  (weekly).  American  Garden,  (monthly). 
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American  Historical  Association  Papers. 

American  Journal  of  Philology,  (quar- 
terly). 

American  Journal  of  Science,  (monthly). 

American  Machinist,  (weekly). 

American  Naturalist,  (monthly). 

Andover  Review,  (monthly). 

Art  Amateur,  (monthly). 

Atlantic  Monthly,  (monthly). 

Blackwood's  Magazine,  (monthly). 

Book  Notes,  [Rider's],  (fortnightly.) 

Bookmart,  (monthly). 

Bookseller,  (monthly). 

Bradstreet's,  (weekly). 

Brunonian,  (fortnightly). 

Bulletin  Mensucl,  (monthly). 

Bulletin  of  the  Boston  Public  Library, 
(quarterly). 

Bulletin  of  the  New  England  Meteoro- 
logical Society,  (monthly). 

Catalogue  of  Publications,  U.  8.  Gov- 
ernment, (monthly). 

Catholic  World,  (monthly). 

Century,  (monthly). 

Chautauquan,  (monthly). 

City  library,  (Springfield  City  Library), 
(monthly). 

Civil  Service  Record,  (monthly). 

Congressional  Record,  (daily  during  ses- 
sions). 

Consular  Reports,  (monthly). 

Contemporary  Review,  (monthly). 

Cooperative  Index   to  Periodicals, 
(quarterly). 

Critic,  (weekly). 

Edinburgh  Review,  (quarterly). 

Education,  (bi-monthly). 

English  Historical  Review,  (quarterly). 

English  Illustrated  Magazine,  (monthly). 

Essex  Institute  Bulletin,  (monthly). 

Essex  Institute  Historical  Collections, 
(monthly). 

Forest  and  Stream,  (weekly). 


Fortnightly  Review,  (monthly). 

Forum,  (monthly). 

Frank  Leslie's  Weekly,  (weekly). 

Garden  and  Forest,  (weekly). 

Gewerbehalle,  (Workshop),  (monthly). 

Harper's  Bazar,  (weekly). 

Harper's  Magazine,  (monthly). 

Harper's  Weekly,  (weekly). 

Harper's  Young  People,  (weekly). 

Harvard  University  Bulletin  .(quarterly). 

Illustrated  London  News,  (weekly). 

Industrial  Review,  (monthly). 

Johns  Hopkins   University    Circulars, 
(monthly). 

Johns    Hopkins     University     Studies, 
(monthly). 

Journal   of   American    Orthoepy, 
(monthly). 

Journal  of  Education,  (weekly). 

Journal  of  the  Franklin   Institute, 
(monthly). 

Leavenworth  Times,  (daily). 

Library  Bulletin  of  Cornell  University. 

Library  Journal,  (monthly). 

Library  Notes,  (quarterly). 

Life,  (weekly). 

Lippincott's  (monthly). 

Literary  News,  (monthly). 

Literary  World,  (fortnightly). 

Littell's  Living  Age,  (weekly). 

Magazine  of    Anierican  History, 
(monthly). 

Manifesto,  (monthly). 

Massachusetts  Spy,  (weekly). 

Monthly  Bulletin   of   Foreign    Litera- 
ture, (monthly). 

Monthly  Gazette  of  English  Literature, 
(monthly). 

Monthly  Record  of  Scientific  Literature, 
(monthly). 

Narragansett  Historical  Register,  (quar- 
terly). 

Nation,  (weekly). 


TENTH   ANNUAL   REPORT. — APPENDIX.  23 

APPENDIX  NO.   \(^,—0<mUnued. 

Nature,  (weekly).  Railroad  and  Engineering  Journal, 
New  England  Historical  and  Genealog-  (monthly). 

leal  Register,  (quarterly).  Rhode  Island  Historical  Ifagazine,  (quar- 
New  Jerusalem  Magazine,  (monthly).  terly). 

New  Princeton  Review,  (bi-monthly).  Saint  Nicholas,  (monthly). 

Nineteenth  Century,  (monthly).  Saturday  Review,  (weekly). 

North  American  Review,  (monthly).  Science,  (weekly). 

Official  Gazette  of   the  United  States  Scientific  American,  (weekly). 

Patent  Office,  (weekly).  Scientific  American  Supplement. 
Open  Court,  (fortnightly).  (weekly). 

Ornithologist  and  Oologist,  (monthly).  Scribner's  Magazine,  (monthly). 

Outing,  (monthly).  Spectator,  (weekly), 

Path,  (monthly).  Sunday  School  Times,  (weekly). 

Pilot  charts  of  the  North  Atlantic  Ocean,  Swiss  Cross,  (monthly). 

(monthly).  Telegraphic  Journal  and  Electrical  Re- 
Political  Science  Quarterly,  (quarterly).  view,  (weekly). 

Popular  Science  Monthly,  (monthly).  Tuftonian,  (bi-monthly). 

Providence  Daily  Journal,  (daily).  Ueber  Land  und  Meer.  (weekly). 

Publishers*  Weekly,  (weekly).  Unitarian  Review,  (monthly). 

Punch,  (weekly).  Westermann's   German    Literary   Bul- 
Quarterly  Journal  of  Economics,  (quar-  letin,  (monthly). 

terly).  Westminster  Review,  (quarterly). 

Quarterly  Review,  (quarterly).  Wide  Awake,  (monthly). 

Total 112 


APPENDIX  NO.   11. 

LIST  OF  PERIODICALS  NEEDED  TO  COMPLETE  SETS. 

American  Agriculturist,  v.  1-24.  33.     [1841-64, 1874]. 

American  Almanac,  [SpoflPord's],  v.  7.     [1884]. 

American  Architect,  v.  1-2.     [1877]. 

American  Artisan,  v.  1-9,  11,  15-18.     [1865-70,  1872.  1874]. 

American  Bibliopolist.  v.  7-8.     [1875-76]. 

American  Gas-light  Journal,  v.  1-25,  31-45.     [1864-77.  1879-86]. 

American  Journal  of  Education,  [Barnard's],  v.  11-21.     [1862-73]. 

American  Journal  of  Insanity,  v.  1-12.     [1850-56]. 

American  Journal  of  Numismatics,  v.  1-13,  16-19.     [1866-79,  1881-86]. 

American  Journal  of  Science,  v.  109-10,  117-19.     [1875,  1879-80]. 

American  Machinist,  v.  1-2.     [1877-78]. 

American  Museum,  v.  2-8.  5-8,  9.     [1787-88,  1789-92,  1798]. 

American  Naturalist,  v.  6-7,  9-11.     [1872-73.  1875-77]. 

American  Publisher's  Circular,  v.  1-2,  4-7.     [1855-56,  1858-61]. 

American  Quarterly  Register  and  Magazine,  v.  2.     [1848-49]. 

American  Review,  v.  1-5.     [1845-47] 

American  Whig  Review,  v.  Ii^l6.     [1852]. 
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Annual  Record  of  Science  and  Industry,  v.  3-4.     [187^74]. 

Annual  Register,  v.  52-130.     [1810-87]. 

Appleton's  Journal,  v.  3,  7,  10,  23-26.     [1870,  1872,  1873,  1879^1]. 

Art  Amateur,  v.  1-12.     [1872-84]. 

Art  Journal,  series  1,  v.  1-6;  series  2,  v.  1-12, 14-20;  scries  3,  v.  1-5,  7.     [1859-61, 

1861-65,  1866-68,  1871]. 
Art  Union,  v.  1-9.     [1839-47]. 
Artizan,  v.  1-3.     [1867-69]. 
Athenaeum,  v.  2-100,  102-11.     [1828-77,  1879-87J. 
Atheneum,  v.  1-13.     [1817-23]. 

Baptist  Missionary  Magazine,  v.  1-59,  63-68.     [1821-79,  1883-87]. 
Baptist  Quarterly,  v.  1-5.  7-8.     [1867-71,  1873-74]. 
Bibliotheca  Sacra,  v.  13-20.     [1856-63]. 
Blackwood's,  v.  1-33,  35-46.  49-54,  71-72,  92-100,  104.     [1817-34,  1835-39,  1841- 

43,  1852,  1862-66,  1868]. 
Boston  Journal  of  Chemistry,  v.  2-4.  12.     [1867-70,  1877-78]. 
Boston  Review,  v.  3,  5,  6.     [1863,  1865,  1866]. 
Bradstreet's,  v.  1-8.     [1880-84]. 

British  Quarterly  Review,  v.  1-52,  62.     [1844-70,  1875]. 
Brunonian,  v.  11-13.  15.     [1878-80,  1881-82]. 
Builder,  v.  1-18,  30,  82-47.     [1843-60,  1871.  1874-87]. 

Catalogue  of  the  Publications  of  the  United  States  Government,  v.  I.     [1885-86.] 
Catholic  World,  v.  1-43.     [1865-86]. 
Chambers's  Edinburgh  Journal,  v.  21-87.     [1855-87]. 
Chautauquan.  v.  1-2.     [1880-82]. 
Chemical  News,  v.  1,  3-22.     [1867,  1868-87]. 

Christian  Examiner,  v.  6-25.  31-35,  71,  83-87.     [1826-36, 1839-43,  1861,  1867-69]. 
Christian  Monitor,  v.  1.     [1805]. 
Christian  Observatory,  v.  1-2.     [1847-48]. 
Christian  Review,  v.  23-28.     [1858-63]. 
Civil  Service  Record,  v.  1-4.     [1881-84]. 

Cobbett's  Political  Register,  v.  1-3,  9. 16-40.     [1802-3.  1806,  1809-21,  1822-24]. 
Commercial  and  Financial  Chronicle,  v.  1-11,  16.     [1865-70,  1874]. 
Common  School  Journal,  v.  2-10.     [1840-48]. 
Contemporary  Review,  v.  1-27,  31-33.     [1866-76.  1877-78]. 
Continent.  The.  v.  1-4.     [1881-83]. 
Continental  Monthly,  v.  5-6.     [1864]. 
Cultivator,  v.  1-4.     [1844-46]. 
Dial,  [Boston],  v.  3-4.     [1843-44]. 
Dial,  [Chicago],  v.  4-8.     [1883-84,  1885-87]. 
Dwight's  Journal  of  Music,  v.  1-36.     [1853-77]. 
Eclectic  Magazine,  v.  1-16,  35-49,  53,  84,  98-109.     [1844-47,  1^55-60,  1861,  1875. 

.  1882-87] . 
Edinburgh  Review,  v.  43,   45,   51-53,   56-59,   88.     [1825-26,    1826-27,   1830-31, 

1832-34.  1848]. 
Electrician,  v.  1-2.     [1882-83]. 
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Engineering,  v.  1-18,  15-40.     [1866-67,  1873-86.]. 

Every  Saturday,  v.  1-11,  18.    [1866-71,  1878]. 

Famille.  La.  v.  1-20.     [1860-79]. 

Parmer  (The)  and  Mechanic,  v.  1,  6,  9.     [1845-47,  1850.  1852]. 

Foreign  Quarterly  Review,  v.  1-14,  34.     [1837-35,  1846]. 

Forest  and  Stream,  v.  1-18.     [1872-81]. 

Fortnightly  Review,  v.  1-28,  31-33.     [1865-77,  1879-80]. 

Frank  Leslie's  Illustrated  Newspaper,  v.  1-51, 54-55.     [1855-80,  1881,  1882]. 

Galaxy,  v.  1-5,  9-10,  14-17,  22.     [1866-68,  1870,  1871^-74,  1876]. 

Gardener's  Monthly,  v.  1-20.     [1859-78]. 

Gartenlaube,  Die,  v.  1-16,  20,  21,  38.     [1853-68,  1872-73,  1880]. 

Graham's  Magazine,  v.  1-25  27-29.     [1833-45.  1846-47]. 

Hardwicke's  Science  Gossip,  v.  1-5.    [1865-78]. 

Harper's  Bazar,  v.  1-10.  13-13.  15.     [1868-77,  1878-79,  1880]. 

Harper's  Weekly,  v.  1-6,  8,  13,  16,  17.  19-27.     [1857-62,  1864.  1869,  1872-73, 

1875-83]. 
Harper's  Young  People,  v.  1-2.    [1880-81]. 
Harvard  Register,  v.  1-2.     [1880]. 
Hebrew  Student,  v.  1.     [1881-82]. 
Horticulturist,  v.  1.     [1846-47]. 

Hours  at  Home,  v.  1,  3-6,  8-11.     [1865,  1866-67,  1868-70]. 
Hunt's  Merchant's  Magazine,  v.  34-43,  61.     [1856-60,  1869]. 
Illustrated  London  News.  v.  75,  77,  81.  86-87.     [1879,  1880,  1882.  1885]. 
Illustrated  Magazine  of  Art,  v.  1.     [1852]. 
International  Monthly  Magazine,  v.  1.     [1850]. 
International  Review,  v.  1-4,  6-9.     [1874-77,  1879-80]. 
Iron  Age.  v.  1-13.  15.  19.     1 1859-71,  1873,  1875,  1880-87]. 
Journal  of  Education,  [Boston],  v.  1-22.     [1874-85]. 
Journal  of  the  Franklin   Institute,  v.    1-15,   31-88,   95-104,   107-24.      [1826-33. 

1841-69.  1873-77.  1879-87]. 
Knickerbocker,  v.  1-7.  19,  22,  24,  27-29.     [1833-36,  1842,  1843.  1844,  1846^7]. 
Latine,  v.  1.     [1882-S3]. 
Life,  v.  1-4.     [1883-84]. 

Lippincott's  Magazine,  v.  1-14,  17-20.  23-32.     [1868-74,  1876-77,  1879-83]. 
Literary  and  Theological  Review,  v.  1-2.     [1834-35]. 
Literary  World.  [Boston],  v.  1-3.  6.     [1870-72.  1875]. 
Liltell's  Living  Age.  v.  92.     [1867]. 
Livre,  Le,  v.  6-8.     [1884-86]. 
London  and  Dublin  Magazine,  v.  1-7.     [1841-47]. 
London  Society,  v.  1-4,  7-13.     [1862-63,  1866-08]. 
Manufacturer  and  Builder,  y.  I.  3-9.     [1874,  1875-79]. 
Massachusette  Monthly,  v.  1^.     [1791-93] 
Massachusetts  Teacher,  v.  1-3.     [184^-50]. 

Missionary  Herald,  v.  1-33,  3>-64,  67.  09-76.     [1823-37,  1839-68,  1871,  1873-80]. 
Monthly  Religious  Magazine,  v.  32.  33.  35.  40-13,  48.     \iSr,9,  1866. 1868-69.  1872]. 
Museum  of  Foreign  Literature  and  Science,  v.  1-7.     [1836-39] . 
Musical  Times,  v.  1-36.     [1860-84]. 
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Narragansett  Historical  Register,  v.  1-3     [1882-84]. 

Nation,  v.  9.     [1869]. 

National  Board  of  Health  Bulletin,  v.  1.     [1880-81]. 

Natur,  Die,  v.  1-3.     [1875-77]. 

Nature,  v.  1-11,  15-21.     [1869-74,  1877-79]. 

New  Englander,  v.  1,  5-36.  38-46.     [1843,  1847-77,  1878-86]. 

New- Jerusalem  Magazine,  v.  1-8.     [1879-84]. 

New  York  Mirror,  v.  1-5,  13-15.  20.     [1823-27,  1835-87.  1842]. 

Niles'  Register,  v.  31,  33-34,  36.  55-74.     [1826-27.  1827-28,  1829.  1888-48]. 

Nineteenth  Century,  v.  1-2.     [1877]. 

North  American  Review,  v.  6-7,  106-7.     [1817-18.  1867-68]. 

North  British  Review,  v.  1-5,  7-11,  13,  2^-27,  34-45.     [1844-46,  1847-49,  1850. 

1855-58.  18«l-67]. 
Notes  and  Queries,  series  4.  v.  5-41.     [1870-87]. 
Ornithologist  and  Oologist,  v.  1-8.     [1876-83]. 
Outing,  V.  1-2.     [1882-83] 
Portfolio,  V.  1-4,  6-34.     [1809-10,  1811-25]. 
Poultry  Worid.  v.  1-3.     [1872-74]. 
Princeton  Review,  v.  1-25,  27,  29-41,  43-53.  64.     [1829-53, 1855.  1859-69.  1871-77. 

1883]. 
Prospective  Review,  v.  1-10.     [1845-54]. 
Psyche,  v.  1.     [1874-76]. 
Punch,  v.  1-5,  34-49,  56,  57,  70-73,  78,  82.     [1841-43.  1858-65.  1869-70,  1876-78. 

1880.  1882]. 
Putnam's  Magazine,  v.  11-30.     [1858-77]. 
Quarterly  Review,  v.  1-10,  14,  20,  29.  80,  100,  109-21,  159.     [1809-14, 1816,  1818 

1823.  1847,  ia57,  1860-66,  1885]. 
Remembrancer,  v.  16-17.     [1784]. 

Revue  des  Deux  Mondes,  v.  1-15.  38-43,  47-56.     [1821-75,  1879-80,  1882-86]. 
Rhode  Island  Historical  Magazine,  v.  1-3.     [1880-83]. 
Rural  Affairs,  v.  1-3.     [1864,  1867,  1870]. 
Saint  Nicholits.  v.  1-G,  7,  pt.  1.     [1873-79,  1879-80]. 
Saturday  Review,  v.  1-56.     [1856-83]. 
Scientitic  American,  v.  42-43.     [1872-73]. 
Scribner's  Monthly,  v.  0.     [1873]. 
Spectator,  v.  1-52.     [1854-83]. 

Statesman's  Year-book.  v.  1-15,  21.     [1864-78,  1884]. 
Sunday  School  Times,  v.  1-27.     [1871-85]. 
Technischc  Blaetter,  v.  1-9.     [1869-77]. 

Telegraphic  Journal  and  Electrical  lieview,  v.  1-18.     [1866-85]. 
Temple  Bar.  v.  1-26.  29-30.     [1860-69,  1870]. 
Times,  [London],  (Weekly),  v.  1. 
Ueber  Land  und  Meer,  v.  1-38.     [1809-77J. 
Unitarian  Review,  v.  11,  19.     [1879.  1883]. 
United  States  Magazine,  v.   1-20.     [1837-44]. 
Van  Nostrand's  Eclectic  Engineering  Magazine,  v.  1,  10-22.     [1869.  1874-80]. 
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WestmiDSter  Review,  7.  9.  14-20,  24,  30-31,  33,  48-4»,  M-.M,  58,  63-64,  73-74. 

78-86,  124-125.     11838.  1831-34.  1B36.  1838.  1839,  1847-48,  1850-51.  1852, 

1855,  1960.  1861-66,  1883-86]. 
WilliB's  Current  Notes,  v.  1.  8-^.    [1851.  1853-54], 
Working  Parmer,  v.  1-11.     [1849-60]. 
WorkBhop.  V,  1-3.  5-9.     [1866.  1872-76], 
Year-book  of  FucIb  in  Science  and  Art,  v.  1-11.    [1840-50]. 


Lbe  <1U  of  Ihc  Alla'ill':  tbe  34  of  ScribHrr'a  ud 
ken  out.    Of  Ihc  Jfiiefrrnlh  Crnlaty  none,  of 
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Adams,  Rev.  Charles  Q. ,  Soutiiport.  Conn I 

Aldrich,  Hon.  N.  W..  U.  S.  Senator,  Washington. 

D.  C ; 

AmericMi  Antiquarian  Society.  Worcester,  Mass. . . 
[AmericMi  Florist.  Publishers  of,  Chicago.  Ill]  . . .  I  . 
American  Institute  of  Itomwopathy.  Pittsburgh. i 

Pn 

Americtia  Unilariau  Association,  Boston,  Mass  .... 

Amerlinff.  H.  B..  Philatlcl]>hia.  Penn . 

Amherst  College.  Amherst.  Mass I  . 

Andrews,  Professor  E.  B  .  [Brown  University]   . . .  | 

Appleton,  Professor  J.  H.,  [Brown  University] . 

Apprentices' Library,  Philadelphia,  Pcnn i   . 

Alter  Library,  New  I'ork , 

Austin,  Samuel. j 

Beckwith,  Truman 

Benjamin,  W.  R.  New  York '  . 

Bibliotheque  Nationale,  Atbeoa.  Qreecc     < 

Bigelow  Free  Public  Library,  Clinton,  Mass 

Bishop,  Joseph  B. ,  New  York  ! 

BUckwood,  Miss  M.  J 

Blaisdell,  Albert  F..  H.  D 

Blanchard,  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
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BlMChwd,  F.  8.  &Co..  Worcester,  Hhss 

BUnding,  Stcplicn  F 1 

BoitoQ,  Ciiy  uf.  [A.  Peters.  City  HesscDger] 

BostOD  ABaociftted  Charities,  BostOQ.  M«ss 

Boston  Public  Library,  Bostou,  Mass 1  cat. 

Bourn,  Joscpb  H , 

Bowdoin  Colkgi>.  Bruuswick,  Me 

Bfkdlee,  liev.  C.  D  ,  RosUiu.  Mass | 

Bridgfeport  Public  Llbrnry.  Bridgeport.  Conn..    ,..| 

Brockton  Public  Library.  Brockion,  Miias     j  

Brooktioe  Public  Library.  Broukline,  Hasb i 

Brooklyn  Library,  Brooklyn.  N.  V I      1  cHl.  | 

Brooks,  MiBS  Martbn  1).,  Boston,  Mass 

Brooks  Library.  Brattkboro.  Vt. I 

Brown  University,  G.  P.  Riibioson,  Registrar 

Buffalo  Library.  Buffalo,  N.  Y j 

Bntler  Ho»ipiial _. 

Cambridge  Public  Library.  Cambridge,  Mass 

Carpenter,  IlHi'vey.  Milu'iiiikee,  Wis 1 

Cassell  unii  Co, ,  New  York 

'CMwell,  Mre.  Edward  T...   

Chace,  Mrs.  George  I j 

Chapin,  Cbarles  V.,  M.   I>  .  Supt.  llealtb.  Provi-;  \  . 

deuce.  R.  I   i      3    ,..! 

Chapin,  William  W ,     19,       ij 

Chicago  Public  Library,  Chicago,  III i     1'  ...I 

Christern,  F.  W..  New  York  ,     , .  i      22  m 

Cincinnati  Public  Library.  Cinciunnlt,  O 1        'I'l 

[Citizen,  The.  Publishers  of,  Boston.  Maxs.] |   ..   :      18  di 

City  Library,  Lowell,  tias». 1    ...      .   .  . 

City  Librury.  Mjiuchester,  N.  H ,  . .   . 

City  Library,  Spriugtidd.  Miisa , 

Clark.  F.  C.  M.  D 

Clark,  Henry.  Pawtucket,  K  1 

Cogswell,  Friincis.  t'onibridge,  Miiss 

Colby  Acailumy,  New  Louilou.  N.  H 

Colby  Lniveruity,  Watcrvillo,  Me 

Columbia  College,  New  York ,   .... 

Concord  Free  Public  Llbrnry,  Concord,  Mass 


"1 
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I 

Cook,Mra.E.C ! 

Cooper  UDion,  New  York . 

Coroell  UniverRily.  Ithnca,  N.  Y i  . 

Cushiog,  William.  Cambridge.  Hhss  ' 

D»Tis.  Olin  8..  Librarian  Public  Library.  Topekft.l 

Davis,  Professor  W.  M.,  Harvard  University I   . 

Da]1oii  Public  Library,  DaytOD,  O , . . 

Dedbam  Public  Library,  Dedban.  Mass ,  . 

Denison,  Rev.  Frederic  ' 

Dewey,  Helvil.  Chief  Librarian,  Columbia  Collcge.l 

New  York I   . 

Dover  Public  Library,  Dover,  N.  H I 

Doyle,  Hiss  Sarah  E |   . 

Eaton,  Dorman  B.,  New  York 

Eiswald,  Mrs.  Lucy 

Elliot,  Mrs  W.  C 

Emllio,  Luis  F. ,  New  York  ...   

Enoch  Pralt  Free  Library.  Baltimore,  Hd..        

Epoch  PublishJDg  Co..  New  York. j  . 

Esiex  IiiBlitute,  Salem,  Mass i 

Everatt  Public  Library,  Everett,  Mass i   . 

Faimore,  C.  W..  M.  D 

Fletcher  Free  Library,  BuvlingloD,  Vt I  . 

Foster,  William  E , 

Franklin  lustiiuie,  Philadelphia.  Pcim , 

Frost,  Edward  E.  Puwtucket.  R-  I 

Gammell,  Professor  William . . 

Gcbhard,  Arthur,  Ellwrfeld.  Germany   . 

George  Hail  Free  Library,  Warren,  R.  I [ 

Geori^a  Historical  Society ' . . 

General  Society  of  Hechnoics  and  Tradesmeu,  New 

York 

Goddard,  T.  P.  I 

Goff,  Rice  and  Smith 

Green,  8.  A..  H.  D.,  Boston,  Mass.... 

Griswold,  W.  M..  Washiogton,  D.  C 

Guy.  Mrs.  Martha  H ■■   . 


3  bull. 
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Hull,  Mrs,  Emily  A  

H*rt,  Albert  B..  PL.  D..  HarvHrd  University.  Cam- 
bridge. Mftsa 

Hartford  Library  Associntioo,  Hartford.  Coud.   . . 

Hu^Ard  College  Library.  Cambridge,  Ma.ss 

Htuvftrd  Uoiveraity.  Cambridge,  Mas-H. ' 

Henthoni,  John  T. 

Hobftrt  College.  Geneva,  N.  Y 

Hodgca,  Hon.  James,  Mayor  of  Baltimore,   Md   ... 

Holmes,  Howard  M..  Langing,  Midi 

Hopedftle  Public  Library.  Hopedale.  Ma$a. 

Huling,  Bay  G..  New  Bedford.  Masa 

Hjde,  Pres.  W.  D.,  Bowdolo  College,  Brunswick.: 
Me j. 

ladiaaapolis  Public  Library,  Indlauapolis,  Ind  ..... 

[Indnatrwl  Kcvicw,   Publisiicrs   of,   Philadelphia, 


Intemational  Commlllec,  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  New  Yorlc. i       1'  ..   |   . 

Irelan,  W. ,  Jr. ,  tiHcmmeiito.  Cal  '2  . ...  . 

Irrepressible  Society 1 '  . .  | . . 

Jwiuei,  Lieut.  W.  H.  U.  8,  A j  i...-j      1|  . 

Johns  Hopkins  University,  Baltimore,  Md I   '       1,       1 

Johnson,  Jowpb  C .1     . . , '  . .  | 

Jones,  Allwrt  J 68S       i'  ...J  . 

[Jouraal  of  Science  and  Art,  Puliliabcrs  of,  Cleve-  I         | 

land,  O] , ,   ...|  ...: 

KriecbbAum,  Grcgor ,  1     ...; 1   . 

Luicaater Town  Library.  Luucaslcr.  Mass , 1|  ..  !.. 

Lvisoo,  U.  W..  M.  D.,  Itiugooa,  N.  J .,.,..,.' 

Lftwreace  Public  Iiilirnry.  Lawrence,  Mass 1      li  ..  [.. 

Lawton.  J.  F-  P I  ....'      3  j 

Leeds  Public  Library,  Leeds,  Eng 1 1  . . . ,   . 

Leffingwell.  Rev.  C.  W I  . .  , 

[Lend  a  Hand,  Publishers  of,  Boston.  Mns«] I 1 

Library  Company   of    Pliiladelphia,    Philadel|(biu,  I         I 

Pa l|  ...| 

LittleBeld.  George  A..  Supt.  of  Scbools.  Newport,  ,        I        j 

R  I ll  ...    . 

LjoD  Public  Library.  Lynu,  Mass    ..    -j^-     —  — 1'  ..  .1  . 
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Haimonidea  Library,  New  York. .1 | 

Maiden  Public  Library,  Maiden,  Mass 

[Manifesto,  The,  Publishers  of,  Caolerbury.  N.  H.] , 

Manufacture ra'  Record  Co. ,  Ballimore,  Md i  1 1 

Hasaachusetta  Instilule  of   Tccbnology.    Boston,;  ! 

[MaasAchuaetta  Spy,    Publishers    of,    WorceBler.i  i 

Masa] ' 

Maaaachuaetta.  Slate  of.  Bureau  of  Statistics  of 

State  Agricultural  Expcrimeot  Station |   ! 

Slate  Library,  Boston,  Mass i   r 

Maverick  NatiuuHl  Bank,  BotiloD,  Mass I  1 

Mead,  Edwio  I).,  Boston.  Mass 

Hechaoica'  InHtitiit^,  San  Francisco.  Cal i 

Heiklejohn  and  Lomas.  Pantucket.  H.  I ' 

Hcndum,  Josiah  P..  Boston.  U»ss | 

Mercantile  Library  AssoclatioD,  New  York i 

Mercantile  Library  Association,  St.  Louis  ' 

Mercantile  Library  Co. .  Philadelphia.  Peua .      .    ...   > 

Merrill,  Edward  B..  New  York I  1' 

Micbigan,   Stat«  of.   Board    of    Health,   Lansing,<  | 

Mich I 

Middlesex  Mechanics'  AssocialioD.  Iiowcll.  Mass. . ,  |   

Milwaukee  Public  Library,  Milwaukee,  Wis i | 

Uonroe,  J.  Albert.. ....[ 

Montgomerr,  J.  M.,  New  York '   

Mount  Holyokc  Feoialc  Seminary,  South  Hadley., 

Mann  and  Co.,  Publishers  Scientific  American,  New 

York j  1 

Nebraska  State  Historical  Society  ,  1 

Nerina,  Mrs.  Eliza  S.,  Metbucn.  Mass ..  i     Scat. 

New  Bedford  Public  Library,  New  Itedford.  Mass. 

New  England  Heteoroloipcal  Society,  Oanihridge.' 

Maw \ 

New  England  Society,  New  York i 

Neir  Haven  Free    Public   Library,    New    Haven,, 

Conn . .      .'....'      1  cat 
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[New  Jerusalem  HagaziDe,  PublUfaers  of],  BottonJ 

New  York  Free  Circulating  Library,  New  York... 
N«w  York,  State  of.  State  Library,  Albauy,  New 

York I 

Newell,  Timothy,  M.  D 

Newton  Free  Public  Library,  Newtoo,  Haas, . . 

Nicbolion,  W.  T 

Northrop,  Rev.  Heory  H 

Northwestern  Uuiversity,  EvaDslon,  III 

Norwich  Free  Academy,  Norwicb,  Coqq 

Noyei,  I,  P. .  Wnsbiugton.  D.  C  

Odd  Fellows'  Library  AsHocialion.  Sau  Frsucieco. 

Cul 

Olney,  Miss  Bessie 

Omaha  Board  of  Tnide,  Omaha,  Neb 

Omaha  Public  Library.  Omaba.  Neb 

[Open  Court,  PiibliHbcrs  of.  Chicago,  III] 

Packard,  Professor  A.  S,.  [Brown  UoiTersity].  ... 

Paine,  George  T 

Parsons,  C.  W..  M.  D 

[Path,  Tbe.  Publislien.  of.  New  York] I . 

Pawtucket  Free  Public  Library,  Pawtuckcl,  R   I..     , 
[Pawtucket  necord.Piiblisbi.TBof.  Pawmckel.H.  I.]  . 

Peabody  iDotilule,  Baltimore,  Md.   | 

Peabody  loKlitute.  Diiiivers,  Mass    I 

[People,  The.  Publislii-rs  of] '... 

Perkins  Institutiou  for  tbc  Blind.  Boaton,  Mass  . .   : 

Poor,  II.  V.  it  H,  W.,  New  York 

Pope,  Hev,  Ltmis  A, .  Warren.  HI 

Potts,  William.  New  York 

Providence,  Cily  of 

ProTJdence  and  Worcester  llnilroiid  Co 

Providence  Allieuicum 

Providence  Jimniiil 

[Public  Opinion,  Publisbcra  of,  WasUiuglon,  D.  C] .     . 

Purinton,  Frank  SI 

Putnam,  F.  W. ,  Caml)rldge.  Mass 

Queen's  I'nivi'rsity  iind  Cuilegi',  Kiagstoii.  Canada  '   . 
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NAMES. 


..2      o     I 


2 

a 


,22 


CO 

1 


Raymond,  W  ,  Boston,  Mass 

Redwood  Library,  Newport,  R.  I 

Rhode  Island,  State  of  —Adjutant-General 

Board  of  Health 

Commissioner  of  Schools 

School  for  the  Deaf 


8 


I  *, 

I  1 

:  .  ..i  1 

.    ..    !  2 

Secretary  of  State i i  8 

-   _  _   _ 


3 


1 
1 


State  Auditor ,  ... 

[Rhode  Island  Democrat.  Publishers  of]     

Rhode  Island  Historical  Society 

Rhode  Island  Hospital 

Richmond,  F.  E 24    ..   j      2 

Richter,  Paul  Emil,  Dresden,  Germany ' ! '      1 

Rider,  S.  S I  1'  ...i  ... 

Robbins,  Hon.  Gilbert  F.,  Mayor  of  Providence  . . !  i      1 '  ... 

Roberts,  J.  E i  2    . . .  L  . . 

Robertson,  Alexander  M |  1 1   . .   j  . . 

Rogers  Free  Library,  Bristol,  p.  I  '  \  . . .  ]  ... 

Saint  Louis  Public  Library,  Saint  Louis.  Mo !       1 

Saint  Paul  Chamber  of  Commerce.  St.  Paul,  Minn '       1     ... 

Saint  Paul  Public  Library,  St.  Paul,  Minn !      2       1 

Sampson,  Murdock  and  Co ... 

Sanford,  Rev  Enoch,  Raynham,  Mass 

Sawin,  James  M — 

Sawyer  Free  Libra^3^  Gloucester,  Mass..  

Sheffield,  Hon.  W.  P.,  Newport,  R  I 

Silas  Bronson  Library,  Waterbury,  Conn 

Somerville  Public  Library,  Somerville,  Mass '     . . 

Southbridge  Public  Library,  Southbridge,  Mass ! | 

Southwick  and  Jencks ,  1 , 

Stiles,  Henry  R.,  M.  D..  New  York i i 

Sutro,  Theodore,  New  York 1  

Swansea  Public  Library,  Swansea,  Wales     ' 

Taunton  Public  Library,  Taunton,  Mass  ... 

Thomann,  G.,  New  York ' 

Tibbitts  and  Preston ' 

I 

Tilley,  R.  H.,  Librarian  New^port  Historical  Society.    

Toledo  Public  Library.  Toledo,   O 1 

Topeka  Free  Public  Library,  Topeka,  Kan 1  cat 

5 


1 


1 
1 
1 


52  nos. 


1  no. 
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Toronto  PiibUc  Library,  Toronto,  Canadu 

Traveler's  In^iunince  Co.,  [[iirtfoni.  Conn 

Trinity  CoUi'gc.  HiirlforJ,  Good  

Tucker,  Mrs.  Mary  E 

Tofts  Collugi!,  College  Hill,  Mim 

Tufta  Liliriiry,  Wcymoiilh,  Muss. 

Underwood,  B,  F,.  CliioHgi).  Ill 

Unioa  for  CbrisMnii  Work  

United  Stuics  — Amcricau  Epbcmcris  nnil  Niiiilicnl 

AlmiinHt 

Bureau  of  Education 

. Cbict  Signal  Officer 

Civil  Service  Commission ;   

Coftst  nod  Geodetic  Survey 

Dep«rtmc"t  of  Agriculture. 

Departmeul  of  Stale, 

Ek'pnrlinent  of  Ibe  Interior 

Department  of  tlie  Treasury 

Fidb  Commi-wion 

;  Ilydrograpliic  Office 

Inter.Slate  Commerce  Commission   

Life  Siiving  Service 

N rival  Academy 

Piilciit  Oflii-e. .. 

SiiiilliMinian  Insliliilion 

- — Surt'eoii.(.!eni-ral's  Office 

University  cif  Mic'hig»ii,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich 

University  of  Jiocliestcr,  Rodii-sler,  N.  V.   ... 

University  of  Vermont.  Kuriiiigtou.  Vt. 

Unknown 

Updike,  D.  ](. .  Hostoii.  Mass 

Uphsm,   Cipl,   F.    K.,   i:.   S.   Army.   Fori  Custer. 

.Molilalia   

Uxbridge  Free  Public  Lilirarv,  IJxbridge,  Mass  . . 

Van  Dyke,  J.  C.  New  Brunswick.  N.  J 

Van  Nostrand,  D.  &  Co.,  New  York 

Warner  Observatory,  Hochester.  N.  Y 

Watertown  Fiiil'iiiillel.ibniry,  Watertown,  Mitsi 
Wayland,  l'rc)fe!«i)r  Francis.  New  lluveo.  Conn. . 
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Webb,  Rev.  9.  H ! 

Weeden,  Dr.  John  E  .  Westerly,  it.  I I . 

Weeden,  William  a I 

Wharton,  Fruucis,  WoslilngtoD,  D.  C i 

Wheeler,  Professor  B.  I.,  Ph.  D.,  Cornell  Uuivor-i 

slly.  llbaca.  N.  Y I 

Wheeler,  OLarlw  J 

Whitdker,  Rev.  N.  T 

Wilmington  Inslilute,  Wilmlngtun,  Del ; 

WinBot,  Justin,     Llbrurliia,    Harvard    Univenity, 

Cambridge,  Mass  

Wisconsin  State  Historical  Society,  Hadison,  Wis., 

Woburn  Public  Library,  Woburo,  Mass i 

Women's  Educational  and  Induslrial  Unioo 

Woodward,  W.  Elliot,  Roxbury,  Mass . 

Worcester  Free  Institute,  Worcester,  Mass 

Worcester  Free  Public  Library,  Worcesler,  Mass.   ' 

Wright,  Col.  Carroll  D,,  Wasbinglon,  D.  C i 

Yale  Universily,  New  Haven,  Conn I. 

Young  Meu's  Christian  Associaiiou,  Meridcn,  Conn.' 


.,,    1. 


Total.. 


10041  68J'    27- 


71  bull. 
14  maps. 
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FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 

The  appropriations  for  the  year  1887  were  as  follows :  For  Books,  $1850.  Peri- 
odicals, $300.  Bindiug.  $850.  Catalogues,  $500.  Miscellaneous,  $500.  ToUl, 
$4000.  The  amounts  appropriated  for  books  during  the  last  three  years,  includ' 
ing  the  current  year,  are  $1800,  $1850,  $1900,  respectively;  sums  far  below  the 
amounts  usually  available  in  similar  libraries.  Thus,  in  the  Worcester  Public 
Library  for  the  last  library  year  the  sums  corresponding  to  the  above  are  :  For 
Books,  $7690  75     Periodicals,  $935.90.     Binding.  $981. 85. >  j 

The  expenditures  made  by  the  Providence  Public  Library,  inadequate  as  tliey 
are  in  the  light  of  this  comparison,  have  encroached  upon  its  invested  funda. 
This  statement  is  made  in  order  to  show  the  urgent  need  that  exists  for  generous 
gifts,  not  only  for  current  expenses  but  for  additions  to  its  permanent  funds. 


1 


1  See  Twenty-cigbtb  anniuU  report  of  the  Worcester  Free  Public  Library,  1887,  p.  11. 
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ELEVENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN. 


To  THE  Board  of  Trustees: 

Gentlemen  : — I  have  the  honor  to  present  herewith  my  eleventh 
annual  report,  covering  the  operations  of  the  year  1888, — the  first  year 
of  the  library's  second  decade. 

GENERAL    STATEMENT.' 

The  total  number  of  volumes  reported  one  year  ago  was  37,767.' 
During  the  past  year  the  total  accessions  have  been  4,107,  comprising 
(1)  1,800  volumes  obtained  by  purchase*;  (2)  169  received  as  ex- 
changes, transfers,  etc.*;  (3)  2,138  gifts*  from  various  sources:  mak- 
ing, therefore,  after  deducting  the  573  volumes  withdrawn  during  the 
year,  a  present  total  of  41,301.* 

THE    year's   growth. 

The  number  of  volumes  added  during  the  year  shows,  as  usual,  a 
considerable  preponderance  of  gifts  over  the  purchases,  but  the  number 
of  volumes  purchased  is  larger  than  in  any  previous  year.  That  it  still 
remains,  however,  far  below  the  figures  almost  absolutely  essential  for 
the  needs  of  such  an  institution,  is  sufficiently  evident  from  the  compari- 
son made,  in  the  Appendix,^  of  the  sums  expended  for  books,  in  this  and 


1     Se«  Appendix  No.  1. 

s    See  10th  aonoal  n* port,  p.  3. 

*  See  Appendix  No.  2. 

*  Including  volumes  of  periodical!  bound. 

6  See  Appendix  No.  12  for  names  of  donors. 

*  See  Appendix  No.  8. 

7  See  Appendix  No.  14,  E.  This  library  stands  No.  27  In  a  list  of  public  libraries  arranged  in 
the  order  of  the  annual  book  expenditure.  01  these,  2*2  exceeded  f '2,600.00,  while  two  (the  Boston 
Public  Library  and  the  Enoch  Pratt  Free  Library,  of  Baltimore),  spent  for  books  (in  round  num- 
bers) $28,000.00  and  $18,000.00  respecUvely.  In  the  same  year  this  library's  book  expenditure  was 
only  $2,170.00,  $1,900.00  for  books  proper  and  $270.00  for  periodicals. 
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Other  libraries  similar  to  it.  It  is,  perhaps,  sometimes  overlooked,  that 
a  series  of  continuous  additions,  in  order  to  be  adequate  to  the  require- 
ments of  a  library  like  this,  is  by  no  means  along  a  single  line  of  needs, 
but  rather  along  very  varied  and  complex  lines.  For  instance,  that  ac- 
cessions must  constantly  be  made  from  current  publications,  as  they 
make  their  appearance,  is  of  couise  obvious.'  But  it  is  just  as  essential 
to  replace  continually  the  large  number  of  books,  not  new,  withdrawn 
from  circulation  through  the  ordinary  wear  and  tear'  ;  to  purchase 
continually  in  the  line  of  duplicating  such  volumes  as  the  carefully' 
observed  and  recorded*^  demand  of  the  public  bears  most  heavily  u|)ou  ; 
to  replace  continually  with  the  newer  and  freshly  revised  edition,  the 
older  and  now  antiquated  edition  of  such  a  work  of  reference,  for  in- 
stance, as  Watts's  *•  Dictionary  of  Chemistry,"  or  Chambers's  *'  Ency- 
clopedia;*' to  watch  continually  for  opportunities  of  securing,  through  * 
auction-sales,  priced  catalogues,  etc.,  such  works,  no  longer  new,  as 
are  essential  to  every  well-stocked  library,  but  which  from  their  rarity 
are  not  often  in  the  market ;  to  till  unceasingly  the  vacancies  in  the 
sets  of  periodicals'  which  exist  in  a  library  begun  at  so  recent  a  period 
as  this,  but  which  in  the  ordinary  daily  use  of  the  library  are  most 
painfully  felt  to  be  the  weak  points  of  the  collection.  Here  then  are 
six  clearly  defined  channels  of  purchase,  for  any  one  of  which  a  sum  of 
money  equal  to  our  present  total  amount  available  for  books  would  be 
none  too  large.  To  this  must  now  be  added  one  more, — namely,  the 
sum  to  be  specially  set  apart  in  future,  for  the  duplicating  of  books  for 
use  in  connection  with  school  work\  From  all  these  considerations  it 
is  evident  that  the  funds  now  available  for  the  purpose  referred  to 
can  be  regarded  as  but  the  merest  apology  for  the  amount  required. 

There  has  seldom  been  a  year  in  which  we  have  not  had  occasion  to 
chronicle  some  one  gift,  at  least,  of  specially  noteworthy  character  ;  and 
the  year  just  closed  is  no  exception  in  this  particular.  During  the 
summer  a  gentleman  called  on  the  librarian,  to  bring  before  the  library 
board  the  following  proposition.  His  son,  a  boy  of  about  fifteen,  had 
died  but  a  short  time  before,  to  the  great  grief  of  both  his  parents.  A 
sum  of  money  which  had  been  set  apart  in  the  bank  from  time  to  time, 
to  be  expended  in  future  by  the  boy  for  books,  was  thus  left  useless ; 


1    The  total  number  withdrawn  from  circulHtion  from  the  beginning  (chiefly  through  tliU  cauae), 
is  3,7^3.    Sec  Appendix  No.  3. 

>  The  charging  nyntem  in  une  in  this  librnry  iH  one  which  recordn  very  perfectly  the  om  of  iodi- 
vidual  books.    See  lUih  annual  rci)ort.  p.  8,  19-21. 

>  Hee  Appendix  No.  11,  for  list  of  Tacaot^ies  in  sets  of  periodicals. 
«    This  sum  is  $20l>.00.    See  p.  0. 
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and  the  father  thought  that  if  he  could  turn  it  over  to  the  library,  to  be 
expended  for  valuable  books  as  a  memorial  of  the  boy,  it  would  be  the 
purpose  most  grateful  to  his  own  feelings.  The  officers  of  the  library 
accepted  this  very  touching  offer,  with  thanks,  and  the  books  purchased, 
(in  value  considerably  exceeding  $100.00),  all  of  them  being  standard 
and  rare  architectural  publications,  bear  the  name  of  the  boy  of  whom 
they  are  a  memorial.' 

THE    TEAR*S    USE. 

As  with  the  additions  made  to  the  library,  so  with  its  use  by  the 
readers,  the  figures  of  the  past  year  must  be  regarded  as  nothing  more 
than  ''  marking  time,"  so  to  speak,  and  as  only  a  faint  approach  to 
what  should  and  would  be  the  case,  under  adequate  conditions.  The 
peritxl  of  patient  waiting,  on  the  part  of  readers,  no  less  than  as  regards 
the  purchases  seen  by  the  library  managers  to  be  necessary,  has  been 
a  long  and  tedious  one,  and  it  is  a  matter  for  serious  consideration 
whether  a  still  farther  decline  of  interest  may  be  prevented.  The  total 
number  of  books  used  during  the  year  is  83,096,  (72,191  taken  from 
the  building,  and  10,905  used  within  the  building'.)  It  must,  however, 
be  said  that  an  examination  and  analysis  of  the  classified  circulation, 
(fully  tabulated  in  the  Appendix),  is  of  very  remarkable  interest,— 
perhaps  even  exceptionally  so,  as  compared  with  previous  years  of  this 
library's  use,  and  with  the  ordinary  percentages  met  with  in  the  use  of 
other'  public  libraries.  The  figures  showing  the  total  use  of  fiction 
during  the  year,  (adult  and  juvenile),  form  a  percentage  of  57.+  of  the 
whole%  a  lower  percentage  than  we  ever  before  reported.  The  use  of 
the  library  as  now  recorded,  appears  to  be  distributed  very  nearly  on  a 
basis  of  fifth-parts  of  the  whole,  j  being  included  under  the  scientific 
classes,  another  I  under  the  historical  classes,  and  the  remaining  }  under 
the  literary  classes\  Of  the  last  named,  adult  fiction  takes  about  two- 
thirds,  juvenile  one-fourth,  and  the  remainder  comprises  other  literary 
classes,  as  poetry,  essays,  etc^  As  in  the  report  of  last  year,  so  also 
in  this,  the  Appendix  contains  some  of  the  figures  showing  the  use 


•  8ef  App<fndix  No.  12. 

'•<  Thill  dtifi*  Doi  however  include  tlie  conitant  um  of  the  aeveral  tbooaand  "  reference  books,' 
placod  outnide  the  counter  in  the  reading-room,  the  use  of  which  does  not  necessitate  any  appllca- 
lioo  to  a  library  uftic(*r,  and  is  therefore  entirely  unregistered. 

'  Of  the  public  libmrieB  mentioned  in  Appendix  No.  14,  25  show  percentages  of  fiction,  ranging 
f  runo  90  per  cent,  of  the  whole,  down  to  60. 

•  Se«t  Appendix  No.  6,  D.  (1)  Footnote. 

•  See  Appendix  No.  0,  D.  (2) 

•  Ibid. 
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of  individual  books  during  the  year*.     Perhaps  the  most  interesting^T^ 
feature  of  the  use  thus  registered  is  in  connection  with  books  on  tbe- 
tariff,  a  very  unusual  number  of  which,— representing  every  phase  of 
opinion  held, — went  out  during  the  year''. 

Two  changes,  both  of  which  are  in  the  direction  of  furnishing  in- 
creased facilities,  have  been  decided  on  during  the  past  year.  The 
former  of  these  provides  that  in  cases  where  a  work  is  in  more  than  one 
volume,  the  feader  may  have  the  option  of  drawing  two  volumes  or  not 
at  a  time"*  on  one  card,  for  home  use\  The  other  provides  that  in  the 
case  of  certain  periodicals  one  copy  may  be  taken  from  the  library  for 
home  use^  To  do  this,  of  course,  renders  necessary  an  additional 
copy  in  each  instance,  since  readers  must  always  be  able  to  find 
a  copy  at  the  library,  for  use  in  the  reading-room.  This  latter  privi- 
lege is  a  natural  extension  of  the  library's  privileges  in  view  of  the 
constantly  increasing  interest  taken  by  the  readers  in  periodical  litera- 
ture. The  total  number  of  bound  volumes  of  periodicals  now  in  pos- 
session of  the  library  is*  4,032.  The  number  of  separate  periodicals 
currently  taken  is  132\  In  the  rendering  of  all  this  material  more 
directly  serviceable,  an  enormously  valuable  additional  tool  has  come 
into  use  during  the  past  year, — namely  the  "First  Supplement" 
to  Poole's  Index.  This  volume  of  about  500  pages  represents,  in 
consolidated  form,  the  successive  indexings  of  the  various  numbers 
of  the  Cooperative  Index  to  Periodicals^  issued  since  1882;  and  as 
this  last-named  index,  in  its  quarterly  period  of  issue,  is  still  mak- 
ing its  appearance%  a  complete  system  of  indexes,  up  to  date,  is 
always  accessible.  That  this  means  very  much  in  the  increased  useful- 
ness of  the  periodical  literature  belonging  to  the  library  is  of  course 
evident,  but  it  does  not  by  any  means  mean  so  much  as  might  and 
ought  to  be  the  case  if  the  library's  sets  of  these  periodicals  were  com- 


>     See  Appendix  No.  6,  R. 

V  A  fipectal  iiHtof  references  to  this  Hubject,  comprifllng  ri59  entriea,  (of  which  several  copies 
were  made),  was  plnced  in  acceHHible  i>orlionB  of  the  reading-room,  and  very  fk-equently  consulted. 
In  tluM  liHt  of  references,  not  only  were  the  works  by  American  writers  discriminated  from  those  by 
EngliNh  and  by  Continental  writers,  and  the  argumentative  works  discriminated  from  those  which 
were  eHHentiatly  narrative,  or  works  of  reference,  bnt  all  the  various  shades  of  opinion  on  the 
subject  were  carefully  discriminated  and  separately  entered. 

3    For  library  use,  the  reader  may  take,  at  one  time,  any  number  of  books. 

*  This  went  into  operation,  July  1,  1888. 

*  Thi8  did  not  go  into  operation  until  the  end  of  the  year. 

*  See  Appendix  No.  11. 
'     8eo  Appendix  No.  10. 

^  In  the  work  of  indexing  for  this  currently  published  Cooperatire  IndeXt  this  library  haa  a 
share. 
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plete.  From  time  to  time  additions  are  made  to  them, — and  probably 
DO  year  has  passed  since  the  opening  of  the  library,  in  which  some  one 
of  these  sets  has  not  been  finally  completed.  Not  a  few  still  remain, 
however,  and  it  is  a  far  more  common  occurrence  than  would  be  sup- 
posed, for  a  reader  visiting  the  library  in  search  of  some  definite  thing, 
to  ^^  track  down"  his  subject  in  Poole's  Index,  only  to  find  that  the  par- 
ticular volume  to  which  he  is  there  directed  is  not  in  this  library. 

REGISTRATION   OF    READERS. 

Beginning  with  January  1,  1888,  a  new  registration  of  the  readers 
was  undertaken.  The  time  was  in  several  ways  an  appropriate  one, 
being  not  only  the  expiration  of  the  library's  first  ten  years,  but  also 
the  date  from  which  the  newly  established  ward- boundaries  were  to 
be  recognized.  Between  this  date  and  the  last  day  of  the  year,  a 
total  of  6,385*  cards  was  issued.  Of  these  a  preponderating  share, — 
:3,1M2, — fell  within  the  first  three  months,  yet  so  many  as  272  were 
issued  during  the  closing  month  of  the  year.  Out  of  the  5,995  repre- 
senting the  ordinary  borrower's  card,^  much  the  greater  part  were  of 
persons  re-registered,  yet  no  less  than  1,811  were  of  persons  not 
previously  holding  cards.'  The  total  registration  from  the  beginning 
is  37,796%  showing  that  a  very  large  percentage*  of  our  total  popula- 
tion has  shown  sufficient  interest  in  the  library  to  become  registered. 

If  the  distribution  of  this  new  registration  among  the  different  wards 
of  the  city  be  considered,  no  very  satisfactory  basis  of  comparison 
with  former  years  is  possible,  owing  to  the  almost  entire  change  in 
ward-boundaries.  It  is  interesting,  however,  to  notice  that  two  of  the 
wards  whose  boundaries  have  suffered  the  least  amount  of  change, — 
the  Fourth  and  Fifth, — stand  at  the  head  of  the  list,  the  former  with 
S'2(j  cards  issued,  and  the  latter  with  776.  Of  the  wards  most  dis- 
tant from  the  library,  the  Second  shows  a  registration  of  713  and  the 
Seventh  of  651,  while  the  Third  has  only  292*. 

The  common  experience  of  public  libraries'*  has  shown  that  a  new 
registration  at  least  as  often  as  once  in  five  years  is  almost  a  necessity, 


>  Hee  Api>endiz  No.  5. 

3  Ibid. 

»  tiee  Appendix  No.  8. 

I  I'hin  is  a  very  unuaually  large  percentage,  aa  compared  with  ainiilar  figures  in  otber  cities. 

•»  H4*c  Appendix  No.  5. 

*  H4H>  Library  Journal,  v.  12,  p.  340-44,  where  the  gubject  U  ^ery  thoroughly  treated  by  Mr.  U. 
J.  C«rr. 
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owing  to  the  very  large  percentage  of  persons  in  any  '•''  floating  popula- 
tion "  who  neglect  to  give  the  required  notice  at  the  library,  of  any 
change  of  residence.  Of  the  volumes  reported  as  not  recovered  from 
readers  at  this  library,  nearly  every  one  represents  the  loan  to  some 
reader  who  at  the  time  when  his  card  was  issued  to  him  was  living  at 
the  street  and  number  at  which  his  registration  locates  him,  but  who  at 
the  time  when  the  missing  book  was  issued  to  him  was  no  longer  living 
there  and  could  not  be  traced  farther. 

LIMITED   EXTENT   TO   WHICH   THE   NEEDS    OF   THE    READERS   ARE    MET. 

It  may  in  general  be  said  that  there  are  few  libraries  in  which  greater 
facilities  exist  for  ascertaining  with  definiteness  just  what  the  readers 
require,  and  few  in  which  there  is  less  ability  to  supply  them.  Refer- 
ence has  already  been  made'  to  the  very  perfect  way  in  which  the 
charging  system  in  use  siuce  1880  registers  the  use  of  each  individual 
book,  and  thus  renders  it  easy  to  see  just  on  what  books  the  heaviest 
use  comes.  There  are,  however,  other  ways  of  keeping  informed  of 
what  is  or  would  be  serviceable  to  the  readers,  and  of  these  one  of  the 
best,  perhaps,  is  the  constant  succession  of  questions  asked  at  the 
library  on  specific  subjects.  The  multiplicity  of  library  duties  does  not 
ordinarily  allow  time  for  anything  like  a  complete  record  of  these  appli- 
cations for  assistance  and  information,  from  day  to  day ;  but  such 
records  have  sometimes  been  kept,  and  in  the  Appendix  will  be  found 
one  for  the  month  of  December,  1887.'  A  study  of  this  wide  variety 
of  applications  upon  the  resources  of  the  library  for  information  is 
certainly  very  instructive.  If  we  analyze  them  we  find  that  an  extra- 
ordinarily large  percentage  of  them  will  not  be  answered  by  consulting 
even  the  most  elaborate  of  the  ordinary  type  of  library  catalogues. 
Such  are  the  inquiries  tor  a  particular  poem  by  an  author,  or  a  particu- 
lar story,  when  the  author's  works  are  in  8  or  10  volumes ;  or  where  the 
title  of  a  work  as  it  appears  on  the  title-page  gives  but  an  inadequate 
idea  of  its  contents.  A  certain  large  percentage  again  represents  the 
inquiry  for  *'  the  best"  discussion  of  a  particular  subject,  or  life  of  a 
public  character.  But  there  is  also  a  constant  percentage  of  inquiries  for 
specific  things  which  unfortunately  the  resources  of  the  library  do  not 
comprise.  An  instance  in  point, — and  it  is  but  representative  of  nu- 
merous similar  instances, — is  where  a  reader  pursuing  studies  in  a  cer- 


1    B««p.  4.    AIko  p.  8  of  lOtb  Annual  Report. 
3    See  Appi'DUix  No.  9. 
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tain  branch  of  art,  and  needing  constantly  to  find  access  to  works 
on  the  various  details  of  design,  not  accessible  in  this  public  library, 
pathetically  referred  to  the  disadvantage  of  being  thus  limited,  while  in 
constant  competition  with  pupils  from  cities  whose  public  libraries 
yielded  the  required  material.  It  has  been  suggested  by  several  friends 
of  the  library  interested  in  mechanical  industries,  that  a  special  fund 
for  the  purchase  of  works  bearing  upon  these  industries  would  be  a 
ver}'  appropriate  and  serviceable  gift  to  the  library.  Of  this  there  can 
be  no  doubt,  and  it  is  to  be  boped  that  the  suggestion  will  bear  fruit. 

In  one  other  direction  in  which  the  special  needs  of  the  library  have 
been  repeatedly  pointed  out,  it  is  pleasant  to  be  able  to  report  some 
progress  attained.  This  is  in  connection  with  the  very  important  sub- 
ject of  the  cooperation  between  the  public  library  and  the  public  school. 
In  few  places  in  this  country  were  efforts  in  this  direction  made  earlier 
than  here',  while,  owing  solely  to  limited  funds,  this  city  has  in  the 
past  ten  years  been  completely  outstripped  by  others  in  this  par- 
ticular. A  slight  step  in  advance  was  felt  to  be  possible  during  the 
last  quarter  of  the  year.  It  has  from  the  first  been  felt  that  a  larger 
amount  of  use  of  the  library  on  the  part  of  the  teachers  and  pupils  was 
a  matter  of  the  greatest  importance,  but  the  inevitable  difficulty  met 
with  was  that  the  concentration  of  this  use  on  individual  books  had 
repeatedly  had  the  result  of  creating  a  scarcity,  as  there  were  by  no 
means  enough  to  go  around.  The  first  step,  logically,  to  take,  there- 
fore, was  to  supply  the  funds  for  additional  copies.  This  was  done 
by  appropriating  the  S200.00  received  from  the  State  of  Rhode  Island, 
to  the  purpose  of  duplicating  books  suitable  for  the  object  indicated. 
The  next  step  was  to  begin  the  preparation  of  a  special  catalogue  of 
these  books,  (which  is  now  in  progress).  The  next  was  to  incresise 
the  total  number  of  books  which  can  be  taken  on  the  special  ''teacher's 
card  *'  from  7  to  10.  All  these  steps,  which  are  either  now  fully 
taken,  or  in  process  of  fulfilment,  will  constitute  an  important  reiin- 
forcement  of  the  library's  measures  of  cooperation  with  the  schools. 
A  quite  erroneous  conception  of  the  library's  needs  and  limitations, 
which  was  manifested  in  connection  with  some  of  the  reports  of  the 
sessions  of  the  Rhode  Island.Institute  of  In8truction\  at  the  beginning 
of  November,  was  really  the  means  of  bringing  these  needs  more  fully 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  community ;  and  it  can  hardly  be  doubted 
that  with  more  intimate  knowledge  of  so  great  a  '"  handicapping"  "  by 


I     See  tut  ami  2d  annual  rvportn. 

3     Tlio  total  number  of  thene  '*  teachorti*  cards  "  U  GOO. 

f     Held  In  MuhIc  Hall,  Not.  1,  2,  3,  1888. 
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lack  of  funds,"  the  library's  deficiency  will  be  supplied.  An  even  better 
agency  of  this  kind  was  furnished,  later  in  the  same  month,  when  the 
subject  was  specially  considered  at  one  of  the  regular  monthly  dinners* 
of  the  Providence  Commercial  Club.  The  speakers  on  this  occasion, 
besides  Professor  Lincoln,  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  this  library,  and 
the  librarian,  were  Ilev.  Dr.  Augustus  Woodbury,  and  the  Rev.  Fr. 
Charles  J.  Burns,  of  the  Cathedral.  Dr.  Woodbury  closed  his  remarks 
with  the  declaration  that  *'  the  public  library  has  as  much  to  do  with 
public  education  as  the  public  schools',"  and  that  if  supported  as  they 
are,  it  will  *'  have  a  wider  scope,  and  its  results  will  be  multiplied 
one  hundred  fold.'*  Elsewhere  than  in  New  England,  the  view  thus 
expressed  by  Dr.  Woodbury  is  the  common,— Indeed,  the  prevailing, — 
one,  the  local  lk)ard  of  Education  appropriating  each  year  sums  with 
equal  regularity  to  the  public  school  and  the  public  library.  Moreover, 
even  where  this  organic  connection  does  not  exist  with  the  Board  of 
Education,  as  in  most  instances  in  New  England,  it  is  the  almost  uni- 
versal rule  that  municipal  support  is  rendered  to  the  public  library 
directly.  Of  public  libraries  containing  over  30,000  volumes,  that  at 
Waterbury,  Connecticut,  is  the  only  other  instance"  beside  our  own,  of 
one  not  receiving  municipal  support.* 

As  might  naturally  be  expected,  the  relation  is  apparently  a  very 
close  one,  between  the  support  thus  given,  and  the  resources  possible 
to  these  different  libraries.  It  is  seen  very  clearly  from  the  tables  in 
the  Appendix,"  where  Providence  stands,  even  with  the  remarkable 
gains  which  have  been  made  in  population*  and  valuation*  by  cities  west 
of  the  Alleghanies  during  the  past  decade,  11th  in  aggregate  valuation', 
but  as  low  as  2i>tli  in  the  number  of  volumes'"  in  its  public  library. 
And  yet  this  comparison  falls  short  of  expressing  to  its  fullest  extent 
the  disparity  which  exists,  since  a  very  exceptionally  large  percentage, 
(almost  two-thirds*  of  the  whole),  of  the  volumes  which  we  have  been 
able  to  collect  in  our  own  public  library  are  gifts,  and  do  not  therefore 


»     Held  November  17,  1888. 

'    From  the  report  in  Uie  Lihranj  Journal^  Dec.  1888,  v.  13,  p.  372. 

*  Sec  Appendix  No.  14,  C\  Note. 

*  In  the  inauf^ural  mesMigc  of  Ills  Honur,  Mayor  Barker,  Jan.  7,  1889,  attention  is  called  to  ihe 
needB  of  thiH  library. 

*  See  Appendix  No.  14. 

*  See  App<>ndix  No.  14,  A,  for  otatisticM  of  population. 

^  See  Appendix  No.  14,  B.,  for  staUsticH  of  valuation,  in  per  capitji  vuluati(^u,  this  city  was  6th 
in  1880. 

«    See  Appendix  No.  14,  C. 

>  Bee  Appendix  No.  2.  The  total  number  purchased  is,  in  round  numbers,  (the  exact  nunobers 
are  given  in  the  Appendix),  only  ]6,(X)0  out  of  45,000,  added  from  tlie  beKiuning,— only  about  ^, 
leaving  %  •'  not  purchased."    This  is  a  condition  very  largely  exceptional  among  public  libraries. 
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represent  tbe  expenditure  of  the  library's  funds.  A  comparison  on  the 
basis  of  funds  is  therefore  a  more  siguifieaut  one.  As  may  be  seen 
from  the  Appendix,  there  are  no  less  than  20  cities  and  towns  whose 
valuation,  by  latest  returns,  falls  below  that  of  Providence,  but  whose 
public  libraries  enjoy  a  larger, — in  most  instances  a  strikingly  larger, — 
annual  income  than  this  library*. 

OTHER   PHASES    OF   THE   LIBRARY'S   NEEDS   AND    USE. 

There  are  certain  constant  and  increasing  needs  of  the  library,  which 
have  been  dwelt  upon  in  previous  reports,  but  which  are  not  yet  ade- 
quately met.  One  of  these  is  the  absolute  necessity  for  more  space, 
with  the  constantly  developing  expansion  of  volumes.  This,  it  has 
been  hoped,  would  have  long  since  been  met  by  a  library  building, 
adequate  to  our  requirements,—- as  indeed  it  should  have  been.  This, 
however,  being  at  present  impossible,  the  only  alternative  left  us  was 
to  increase  the  shelf  accommodations  in  each  alcove  about  two-thirds^, 
which  has  accordingly  been  done.  Another  need  is  a  catalogue  of  the 
library  on  a  scale  worthy  of  the  public  library  of  a  city  like  this.  This 
again  it  has  very  naturally  been  thought  proper  to  postpone  until  the 
library  had  supplied  itself  with  a  certain  large  number  of  standard 
works  almost  indispensable  to  a  large  collection.  But  here  again,  the 
funds  not  being  at  hand  for  the  purpose,  it  has  been  decided  to  enter 
at  once  on  the  furnishing  of  a  consolidated  finding-list  of  all  the  works 
now  in  the  library,  to  appear  during  the  present  year.  The  past  year 
has  been  no  exception  to  those  which  have  preceded  it,  in  the  use  made 
of  its  resources  and  apparatus,  not  only  by  those  who  wish  to  consult 
its  volumes,  but  those  whose  object  is  to  acquire  a  knowledge  of  library 
work  as  a  profession'.  As  in  previous  years  also,  the  librarian  has 
delivered  to  classes  in  the  School  of  Library  Economy  at  Columbia 
College,  series  of  lectures  on  practical  library  admin istration\     The 


*  Compare  Btatt«ticii  in  Appendix  No.  14,  B.,  and  Appendix  No.  14,  O. 

>  This  increaaes  the  Hhelving  capacity  in  tbe  book-room  proper,  from  about  30,000  to  about 
60,000.  Addio);  however  the  iipace  in  other  portions  of  the  library  in  which  boolcs  may  beatored, 
but  iesa  convenientiy,  a  capacity  of  about  15,000  more  ia  added. 

'  In  this  connection  it  may  l>e  mentioned  that  an  extended  study  of  this  library's  system  of 
administration  has  been  made  by  a  rcprei»entative  of  the  Imperial  Library  of  Japan,  at  Tolcio,  who 
has  been  sent  to  this  country  by  the  Jupanene  Government,  for  a  residence  of  nine  months,  with  a 
view  to  the  organization  of  a  public  library  system  in  Japan. 

*  The  six  lectures  of  this  year's  course  were  delivered,  March  20>23,  1888.  The  sixth  and 
closing  lecture  is  printed  in  Lihr^iry  Xotfft,  June,  1888,  v.  3,  p.  310-33.  The  librarian  is  under  ap- 
pointment to  deliver  another  course  of  six  lectures,  March  12-16,  1880. 
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naiTow  resources  of  our  own  collection  have  also  iu  repeated  iostances, 
as  in  previous  years,  been  very  materially  supplemented,  by  the  cour- 
tesy of  libraries  in  Boston  and  Cambridge,  whose  copies  of  the  vol- 
umes needed  by  our  readers  have  been  placed  in  our  hands  temporarily. 
A  condition  of  so  imperfect  equipment,  amounting  as  it  does  in  our 
case  really  to  a  serious  crippling  of  resources,  ought  not  to  be  further 
prolonged,  and  there  are  happily  indications  that  the  commuuity  is 
becoming  impressed  with  this  fact. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WILLIAM  E.  FOSTER, 

V  Librarian. 

February  8,  1889. 
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APPENDIX  NO.  1. 


OBNBRAL  STATEMENT. 


Books  in  circulation 

Reports 

Books  for  reference 


• 

a 

08 

•-a 

S8 

73 
< 

Withdrawn, 
1888. 

26.131 

10.196 

1,440 

2.208 

1,751 

153 

4.107 

569 
4 

87.767 

573 

Is 

<u  a 


27.765 

11,947 

1,589 

41.301 


APPENDIX  NO.  2. 


SOURCES  OP  ACCESSIONS. 


SOURCES. 


A. — Purchases 

5.— Gifts 

0. — Exchanges,  transfers,  etc 

Total  added  from  beginning 
Deduct  total  withdrawals. . . 


No. 
Jan.  1, 

1888. 

Added 

in 
1888. 

No. 

Jan.  1. 

1889. 

14,781 

1,800 

16.590 

24,978 

2,138 

27.107 

1,228 

169 

1.397 

40,987 

4,107 

45.U94 

3,793 

41,301 
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APPENDIX  NO.  3. 


OR088  AND  NET  INCREASE. 


GAIN. 


i4.— From  gifts 2,188 

B, — By  transfers,  exchange,  etc.       169 
6\— Purchases 1,800 

4.107 

Total  gain   ...   4,107 

Deducting  total  loss    578 

Net  gain 8.534 

No.  of  vols.  Jan.  1,  1888 37,767 

Present  no.  Jan.  1,  1889. .  .41,301 


LOSS. 


Books  condemned,  etc 573 

No.  previously  withdrawn 3,220 

3.793 

Total  to  Dec.  81,  1888 8.7»3 

Vols,  in  library,  Jan.  1,  1889. . . .  41,301 

Total    accessions     from    begin- 
ning  45,094 


APPENDIX  NO.  4. 


CLASSIFICATION   OP  ACCESSIONS. 


RANK   IN   NO.  OF  VOLS.  ADDED   IN    1888. 


1. 

2 

3. 

4. 

5. 
6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 


Fiction  [adult.] 

Philosophical  science  . 
^liscellaneous  literature' 

Social  science 

HivStory 

General  class'' 

Biography  ...   

Geography.   

Fiction  [juvenile] 

Natural  science 

Practical  science . . 

Art 


503 

273 

247 

245 

229 

2(»6 

180 

146 

123 

81 

65 

58 


2  356 
Unclassified^* l!75l 


4.107 
No.  of  vols.  Jan.  1,  1888.  .37,767 


41,874 
Deduct  withdrawals 573 


Total,  Jan.  1,  1889 41.301 


RANK  IN  PRESENT  TOTAL  NO.  OF  VOLS. 


1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6 

7. 

8. 

9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 


History 4,142 

Fiction  [adult]  4.043 

General  class' 3.530 

Biography 3,241 

Miscellaneous  literature'...  3,115 

Social  science 2,718 

Geography 2,479 

Philosophical  science 1,971 

Fiction  [juvenile] 1,549 

Natural  science 1.249 

Practical  science 1,230 

Art 727 


29,994 


Total,  classified  29,994 

Add  those  unclassified' 11 ,307 


Totol  Jan.  1,  1889 41,301 


I  Under  thin  bead  are  comprised  works  Id  claM  1,  ezolosive  of  flcUon  and  juveniles,  (as  poetry, 
criticism,  etc.) 

3  Uoder  this  bead  are  comprised  worlts  not  belonging  excluMiveljf  to  any  other  of  the  9  classes; 
for  insUDce,  the  **  Works"  of  Ooethe. 

*    Chiefly,  governneot  reporU,  etc. 
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APPENDIX  NO.  5. 

REOI8T11ATION. 

[A  new  registration  was  begun  Jan.  1,  1888.] 

No.  of  cards  issued.  1888 5.995 

No.  of  cards  cancelled.  1888 99 

Net  gain 5.896 

Note.— Of  the  5.995  cards  above  stated  to  have  been  issued  in  1888,  1,811  were 
of  persons  not  previously  holding  cards. 

REGISTRATION  BT  WARDS. 

1.  Fourth 836 

2.  Fifth 776 

8.     Second , 713 

4.  Eighth 690 

5.  Seventh 651 

6.  First 599 

7.  Ninth 598 

8.  Sixth 519 

9.  Tenth 331 

10.    Third 292 

5.995 

SUMMARY. 

Total  (2)  East  side  wards 1.312 

Total  (6)  West  side  wards 4.060 

Third  and  Tenth  wards 623 

5.995 
APPENDIX  NO.  6. 

CIRCULATION. 


[A.]  AOGRKOATE  FOR 
ELEVEN  TEARS. 


Total  no.  of  vols,  used 
at  the  library 


Total    number    taken 
for  home  use 


Total  in  both  classes . 


OS 


s 


14,007:  10,427 


90,685 


93,886 


flS 

• 

i 

flS 

>> 

^ 

.£3 

J3 

7,22i 

6,857 

8,075 

9,392 

67,620 

88,320 

82.519 

86,486 

27,406 


93,011 


.C3 

o 


ja 
o 


14,192;  13,667 

I 
82,179, 77,047 


104,692  103,813  74,842  90,177.90,504  94.878  120,417  113,687j  96.371;  90,704 


10,905 
72,191 

83,096 
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APPENDIX  NO.  Q.-C^ntinu^d. 


[B.]      U8E  OF   THE   LIBRART   WITHIN   THE   ROOM,    1888. 


BOOKS    CONSULTED. 


Largest  use  on  any  day  [Oct.  11] 226 

Bmallest  on  any  day ....  [Sept.  12] 6 


Largeet  in  any  week . . 
Bmailest  in  any  week.. 
Largest  in  any  month  . 
8nialle8t  in  any  month. 
Average  monthly  use.. 
Average  weekly  use... 
Average  d'ly  use  308  d'ys 


lAprU2-7] 438 


PBBIODICALS,     STC. 

[Oct.  20] 201 

[Dec.4J 1« 

[Feb.27-March  3]   486 


[C]  BOOKS  TAKEN  FOR 
HOME  U8R,  1888. 


[June  25  30]...        94      [Aug.  20-25] 


[March] 1,232 

[June] 488 

»08-|- 

20SM- 

35-f 


254 


[March] 1,946 

[August] 1,208 

1,697 -t- 

368-f 


62-f 


[Marchl7J 532 

\  Nov.  16  I  91 

JDec.  lli ^^ 

[Feb.  27 -March  3]  1.860 

[June  18-23] 1,010 

[March].. 7,610 

[August] 4.837 

6,015-1- 

1,3884- 

234-^ 


[D  ]      CLASSIFICATION  OF   CIRCULATION. 

(1.)    By  the  classification  adopted  in  tJiis  library. 

(1)  Fiction  (adult)     80,523  )                                             j  42.28-h 

Fiction  (juvenile^ 11,008  f     '^"^^  o^.o-c^- ^  ^^^^ 

(2)  History 5,743 7.9  -h 

(3)  Geography  5,264 ...  7.2  -+- 

(4)  Biography 3.759  5.2  -+- 

(5)  General  class' 3,421 4.7  -h 

(6)  Miscellaneous  literature* 3,159 4.3  -h 

(7)  Natural  science 2.137 2.96-1- 

(8)  Social  science 2,123 2.94-+- 

(9)  Philosophical  science 1 ,755 2.4  -\- 

(10)  Art 1.668 2.3  -+- 

(11)  Practical  science 1.631 2.2  4- 


72,191 


100 


A. 


(2)     By  the  classification  adopted  by  the  American  Library  Association.    See 

Library  Journal,  v.  1,  p.  429. 

Literary  classes. 

Juveniles 11,008 

Prose  fiction  80.523 

Essays,  poetry,  drama,  etc 6,894 

Periodicals,  literary 70 


Total,  Literary  clas.ses. 


47,995 


I    Those  not  exclusively  in  any  other  class.    See  note  under  Appendix  No.  4. 
t    Comprising  poefryi  criticism,  etp.    Bee  note  under  Appendix  No.  4. 
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APPENDIX    NO.    Q.-^CorUintuxl. 

B.  Historical  dasaes. 

Geography  and  travels 5,264 

Biography 3,759 

History 5.743 

Total,  Historical  classes 14,76(5 

C.  Arts  and  sciences. 

Fine  arts 1,668 

Industrial  arts l,(J31 

Natural  science 2, 137 

Philology 116 

Social  and  political  science 2,128 

Philosophy  and  theology 1,755 


Total,  Arts  and  sciences 9,430 

Summary, 

Literary  classes 47,995] 

Historical  classes 14.766  [  72,191 

Arts  and  sciences 9,430  j 

(8)    By  the  classification  adopts  by  the  Rhode  Island  Board  of  Education,^ 

Fiction 41,581 

Science  and  art : 9,814 

History ' 5.743 

Geography  and  travels 5,264 

Biography 3,759 

Miscellaneous 8,421 

Poetry  and  the  drama 1,992 

Literature  and  language 1,167 

72,191 

[E.]      USE  OF   INDIVIDUAL  BOOKS,  1888. 

[The  following  lists  give  the  names  of  the  books  in  two  selected  departments. 
History  and  Poetry,  which  have  been  used  during  the  year  more  than  10  times.] 


1  By  tbit  same  clMwlflcAtion,  on  the  basis  of  which  a  report  is  presented  each  year  to  the  State 
Commissioner  of  Schools,  there  were  in  the  library,  January  1,  1889, 1,580  boolcs  *'tor  reference;" 
and  the  89.712  "for  circulation,"  were  distributed  as  follows:  HiHtory,  4,078;  Biography,  8,021; 
Oeography  and  travels,  2,323;  Science  and  art,  7,069;  Poetry  and  the  drunia,  908;  Literature  and 
tangoage,  1,748;  FicUon,  6,374;  Miscellaneous,  15,190.  Compare  Appendix  No.  4,  present  total  No. 
of  Tolnmea, 
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APPENDIX  NO.  e,^OontintM!d. 

History, 
[The  arrangement  is  by  topics  rather  than  alphabetical  or  by  no.  of  times  used.] 

Times  UMd,  1888. 

Fisher's  **  Outlines  of  universal  history" 16 

Stanley's  *'  History  of  the  Jewish  church,"  v.  1* 18 

Abbott's  *'  History  of  Darius" 2V 

Abbott's  '•  History  of  Cleopatra" 19 

Rawlinson's  **  Story  of  ancient  Egypt " 14 

Cox's  "  General  history  of  Greece" 17 

Bonner's  '  Child's  history  of  Greece" 12 

Harrison's  **  Story  of  Greece" 19 

Abbott's  •'  History  of  Alexander  the  Great " 20 

Liddell's  "  History  of  Rome" 36 

Leighlon's  "  History  of  Rome" 13 

Gibbon's  "  Decline  and  fall  of  the  Roman  Empire,"  v.  1 24 

Abbott's  **  History  of  Nero" 13 

Inge's  *•  Society  in  Rome  under  the  Caesars" 18 

Gleig's  '•  Battle  of  Waterloo" 18 

Tolstoi's  '•  Sebastopol " 12 

Baring-Gould's  "  Story  of  Germany" 26 

Forbes's  "  William  of  Germany" 18 

Abbott's  "  Napoleon  Buonaparte/'  v.  1* 45 

Scott's  *•  Napoleon  Bonaparte,"  v.  1 21 

Hale's  "  Story  of  Spain" ...  17 

Towle's  •*  Young  people's  history  of  Ireland  " 15 

Abbott's  "  History  of  William  the  Conqueror" 18 

Abbott's  "History  of  Richard  III." 11 

Abbott's  ••  History  of  Elizabeth" 14 

Mrs.  Jackson's  *'  A  century  of  dishonor" 30 

Brooks's  *'  Story  of  the  American  Indian" 17 

Miss  Brown's  **  The  Icelandic  discoverers  of  America" 13 

Cooper's  "  History  of  the  navy  of  the  United  Stales" 23 

Oilman's  "  History  of  the  American  people" 27 

Bryant  and  Gay's  "  Popular  history  of  the  United  States,"  v.  1* 27 

Higgiuson's  "  Young  folks'  history  of  the  United  States" 38 

Ridpath's  •*  History  of  the  United  States" 30 

Higginson's  "  Larger  history  of  the  United  States" 31 

Swiu ton's  "  Condensed  school  history  of  the  United  States" 16 

Bancroft's  "  History  of  the  United  States,"  v.  1 42 

Hale's  (E.E.)  "  History  of  the  United  States" 28 

Coffin's  ••  The  boys  of  '76  " 62 


>  Vol.  2  wiM  Uken  out  11  timet. 
*     Vol.  2  was  taken  34  times. 

>  Vol.  2  wan  taken  10  tim^, 
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APPENDIX    NO.    Q.- Concluded, 

Scudder's  "  Men  and  maoQers  one  hundred  years  ago" 18 

*  *  A  key  to  Uncle  Tom's  cabin" 12 

Coffin's  "  My  days  and  nights  on  the  battle-field  " 48 

Coffin's  "  Following  the  flag" 42 

Cofl3n'8  "  The  boys  of  61 " 53 

Abbots  '*  The  blue  jackets  of  '61 " 26 

•  McClellan's  "  Own  story" 16 

Watson's  *'  Life  in  the  Confederate  army" 12 

Arnold's  *'  History  of  Rhode  Island,"  v.  1 11 

Prescott's  *'  History  of  the  conquest  of  Mexico."  v.  1 20 

Motley's  *'  Rise  of  the  Dutch  Republic,"  vol.  1 18 

Coflln's  ' '  The  story  of  liberty" 34 

Hosmer's  '*  Story  of  the  Jews" 22 

Miss  Yonge's  **  Young  folks'  history  of  Greece" 36 

"  The  city  in  the  sea" 14 

Miss  Yonge's  *'  Young  folks'  history  of  Germany 1(> 

Miss  Yonge's  "  Young  folks'  history  of  England  " 12 

Drake's  "  Indian  history  for  young  folks" 16 

Coffin's  "  Old  times  in  the  colonies" ...  64 

Coffin's  "Building  the  nation" 39 

Coffin's  "  The  drum-beat  of  the  nation,"  v.  1  23 

Billings's  "Hard  tack  and  coffee" 18 

Nickerson's  "A  raw  recruit's  war  reminiscences" 15 

Poetry. » 

Shakespeare's  "  Works" 85 

Chaucer's  "  Poetical  works" 20 

Bryant's  "  Poetical  works" 13 

Longfellow's  "  Poetical  works" 58 

Lowell's  "  Poetical  works" 28 

Whittier's  "  Poetical  works"  14 

Trowbridge's  "  The  vagabonds" 29 

Tennyson's  "  Poetical  works" 18 

Mrs.  Browning's  "  Aurora  Leigh" 13 

Scott's  "  Lady  of  the  Lake" 17 

Scott's  "  Marmion" 15 

Goethe's  "  Faust" 62 

Dante's  '*  Divine  comedy" 24 

Homer's  "Iliad," 50 


*    The  arrangement  here  also  it  neither  alphabetical  nor  in  order  uf  numbers,  but  in  the  topical 
or  shelf  order. 
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APPENDIX  NO.  7. 

RANK  OF  MONTHS  IN  CIRCULATION  AND  REGISTRATION. 


CIBCULATION.* 


1.  March 7,610 

2.  November 6,606 

3.  February 6,603 

4.  April 6.375 

5.  December ....  6,374 

6.  Octol)er 6,236' 

7.  January 6,058 

8.  May 6.024' 

9.  '  September  . . .  5,282] 

10.  June 5.236' 

11.  July 4,950 

12.  August 4,837 


72,191 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 
10. 
11 
12. 


RSOIBTRATION.^ 


January.. . 
February.. 

March 

April.  . . . 
October.  . 
November 
September 
December. 

July 

May 

August.  . . 
June 


Total. 


SubdlTitioiu  of  total  regiBtration. 


2,594* 
701 
617 
357 
321 
306 
289 
272 
251 
240 
227 
210 


6,385 


Teach'ri'* 

Non-resi- 
dents. 

•pecial 

card. 

42 

75 

34 

19 

32 

14 

27 

10 

21 

10 

19 

8 

18 

6 

15 

6 

13 

5 

5 

3 

2 

2 

2 

2 

230 

160 

Others. 


2,477^ 
648 
571 
320 
290 
279 
265 
251 
233 
232 
223 
206 


5,995* 


APPENDIX  NO.  8. 

ACCESSIONS,   CIRCULATION,   AND  REGISTRATION,   FOR  ELEVEN  TEARS. 

AccessioDs.  Circulation.  Registration. 

[No.  of  vols,  at  beginning] [10,307] 

Ist  year,  1878-79 3,491 90,685 10,792 

2d    year,  1879-80* 3,331 98,386 2,988 

3d  year,  1880* 1,407 67,620 2,249 

4lhyear,  1881 1,724 83.319 2,257 

5lhyeHr,  1882 1,798 82.519 2.204 

6th  year.  1883 4.833 85,486. 2,632 

7th  year,  1884 6,482 93,011 2.696 

8th  year,  1885 .1 2,071 93,587 2,270 

9th  year,  1886 2,196 82.179 1,968 


>     Compare  Appendix  No. G. 

*  Compare  Appendix  No.  5. 

*  Up  to  Nov.  1,  1888.  tlie  upecial  use  thus  provided  for  was  in  the  form  of  two  cards;  now,  how. 
ever,  consolidated  in  one.  Tlie  total  number  of  boolis  to  be  talcen  at  a  time  is  ten.  The  present 
nnmber  of  these  teachers*  cards  is  (}60. 

*  The  new  registration  began  Jan.  1,  1888. 

*  Compare  with  Appendix  No.  6,  p.  16. 

*  The  library  year  was  at  Artt  from  February  to  February,  but  after  1880  from  January  to 
Pecember. 
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lOthyear,  1887 3.347 77.047 1.745 

11th  year,  1888 4.107 72,191 5,995« 


45,094'  921,030^  37.796* 

Average  yearly  accessions 4,099-1- 

Average  yearly  circulation 88,730 

j  Average  yearly  registration,  [1st  to  1 0th  year] 3,180+ 

i  Registration  for  Utb  year 5,995 

APPENDIX  NO.  9.'' 

LIST  OF  QUESTIONS  ASKED  OF   LIBRARY  OFPICERB. 

Inqiuries  on  different  subjects  made  by  readers  during  Decefnber,  1887, 

1.  Have  you  some  account  of  John  Vanderlyn,  the  artist  ? 

2.  Have  you  any  illustrated  copy  of  Barlow's  poem,  "  The  Columbiad  ?  '* 

3.  Have  you  any  descriptive  account  of  the  works  of  art  in  the  Capitoji  Ro- 

tunda ? 

4.  I  would  like  that  volume  of  Lord  Byron's  w^orks  which  contains  "  Sardanap- 

alus  V  '* 

5.  What  work  gives  the  best  account  of  the  political  measures  of  Peter  the 

Great  ? 

6.  At  what  time  is  polygamy  known  to  have  been  obsolete  in  the  Jewish  nation  ? 

7.  1  would  like  to  see  the  various  reports  presented  to  the  city  government  on 

draining  or  filling  tbe  Cove. 

8.  Where  can  1  find  a  list  of  the  public  libraries  in  Rhode  Island  ? 

9.  There  is  a  poem  which  appeared  in  some  back  number  of  Lippineott's 

Magazine,     How  shall  I  find  it  ? 

10.  Can  you  refer  me  to  works  or  articles  treating  of  the  "Ethics  of   the 

Homeric  age  ?  " 

11.  Is  there  a  copy  of  any  17th-century  poem  by  an  American  writer,  in  the 

library  ? 

12.  Which  battles  are  known  as  the  "  fifteen  decisive  buttles  of  the  world  ?  " 
13     Can  I  find  anything  explaining  the  origin  of  the  "  Maltese  cross  ?  " 

14.  Can  you  show  me  some  concise  account  of  Alexander  Hamilton  ? 

15.  How  can  I  find  tbe  names  of  members  of  the  British  Peace,  Commission  ; 

also  the  date  of  their  arrival  in  this  country  ?  " 

16.  What  is  the  best  work  on  the  reign  of  Louis  XIV  ? 


'    Of  ihiH  number  1,811  were  of  ]>ertionB  not  prevlounly  holtiiD^  canlH. 

'    ThlH  Ih  the  total  DUU)ber  of  accenaiont.    The  preiM>nt  total  in  jioDMeiMion  of  tbe  library  is  leaa  by 
3,703,  the  total  number  of  withdrawals.    See  Appendix  No.  2. 

*  Adding  the  number  **  ueed  at   tbe  library"  during  tbi«  period  (14r),44&),  makes  a  total  of 
1,0M,475. 

*  Owing  to  removalu  autl  other  cauiteM,  this  does  not  of  course  represent  the  present  number  o 
bolderaof cards.   ■ 

*  See  p.  H-y  of  this  report. 
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17.  I  wish  to  find  some  description  of  a  dry  magneto-electric  battery,  with 

diagrams. 

18.  In  what  work  shall  I  find  any  illustrations  of  Calabrian  costumes  ? 

19.  Can  you  show  me  the  English  costumes  of  the  time  of  Edward  III.  ? 

20.  1  would  like  to  find  something  giving  the  origin  of  Christmas  carols 

21.  What  is  the  best  work  on  Rome  in  the  age  of  Augustus  ? 

22      What  work  shows  most  fully  the  reasons  for  the  fall  of  the  Roman  Empire  ? 

23.  I  wish  to  read  something  showing  why  Athens  has  had  so  great  an  influence 

on  civilization. 

24.  Will  you  give  me  some  work  on  political  economy  which  is  trustworthy  ? 

[The  book  was  not  given  until  after  it  had  been  ascertained  whether  one 
was  wanted  favoring  or  opposing  free  trade.]   ' 

25.  Which  is  the  best  life  of  Goethe  ? 

26.  When  was  the  first  sermon  preached  in  New  England  ? 

27.  Will  you  show  us,  (in  this  case  a  class  from  the  State  Normal  School),  books 

on  the  revival  of  learning  ? 

28.  I  wish  to  read  some  arguments  in  favor  of  international  arbitration. 

29.  [Another  reader].     Arguments  against  the  above. 

30.  What  work  will  show  me  the  qualifications  for  suffrage  in  Rhode  Island  ? 

31.  Where  can  I  find  the  total  number  of  men  engaged  on  the  Northern  side  in 

the  late  civil  war  ? 

32.  [In  relation  to  the  above].     Can  you  refer  me  to  an3Hhing  which  will  show 

how  these  were  distributed  through  the  various  nationalities,  (t.  e,,  how 
many  men  of  Irish  birth,  of  German  birth,  etc.)? 

33.  I  wanted  Thomas  Buchanan  Read's  poem,  "  Drifting,"  but  the  volume  con- 

taining his  Poeros  is  out.     Can  you  find  it  for  me  in  anything  else  ? 

34.  My  edition  of  Milton  does  not  include  his  poem,  **  At  a  vacation  exercise  in 

the  College."    Will  you  see  if  you  can  find  it  for  me  in  the  library  ? 

35.  I  would  like  a  description  of  the  Mississippi  jetties. 

36.  Is  there  any  "  history  of  the  true  cross  ?  " 

37.  Will  you  find  me  something  showing  the  influence  of  the  cotton-gin  on  the 

development  of  slavery  ? 

38.  I  would  like  some  account  of  the  architecture  of  the  Cologne  Cathedral. 

39.  A  description  of  the  Acropolis,  at  Athens. 

40.  Will  you  refer  me  to  some  work  on  the  Druids  ? 

41.  What  have  you  about  Governor  Thomas  Hutchinson,  of  Massachusetts  ? 

42.  (^an  you  send  me,  (a  school-teacher),  one  or  two  books  on  the  tariff  which 

will  be  intelligible  to  pupils  about  14  years  of  age  ? 

43.  I  would  like  to  see  some  illustrated  work  on  modern  Egypt. 

44.  Have  you  any  works  on  education,  by  German  writers  ? 

45  What  can  I  find  in  print  in  relation  to  Clark  University,  recently  founded 

at  Worcester  ? 

46  Is  there  any  account  of  Gridley  Bryant,  the  inventor,  in  the  library  ? 

47.  I  would  like  something  on  the  legend  of  St.  Christopher. 

48.  Can  you  refer  me  to  any  arguments  against  a  postal  telegraph  ? 

49.  Where  can  I  find  statistics  of  the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company  ? 
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50.  Where  can  I  find  an  account  of  the  Strasburg  clock  ? 

51.  What  work  will  give  the  best  description  of  the  Chinese  empire  ? 

52.  How  did  the  expression,  "  Over  the  left,"  originate  ? 

53.  Can  you  refer  me  to  some  account  of  the  **  Dorr  War  ?  " 

54     We  (a  class  from  the  State  Normal  School,)  would  like  works  oo  the  Italian 
Renaissance. 

55.  We  (a  class  from  the  State  Normal  School)  would  like  works  on  the  **  Hun- 

dred Years'  War." 

56.  We  (a  class  from  the  State  Normal  School)  would  like  works  on  the  **  Wars 

of  the  Roses." 

57.  I  am  trying  to  find  some  account  of  Robert  Bums  Wilson. 

58.  Will  you  give  me  some  trustworthy  work  on  psychology  ? 

59.  Is  there  any  book  on  stammering,  in  the  library  ? 

60.  I  would  like  to  find  some  short  Christmas  stories  for  children. 

61.  Can  you  show  mc  some  readable  book  on  Greek  and  Roman  mythology  ? 

62.  I  would  like  to  sec  some  books  showing  how  holidays  are  observed  io  differ- 

ent parts  of  the  world  ? 
68.     I  would  like  a  description  of  Quebec. 

64.  Can  you  refer  me  to  material  on  the  **  Fisheries  question  ?  " 

65.  What  is  the  order  of  sequence  in  the  scries,  •*  The  story  of  the  nations  ?  " 

66.  Have  you  anything  giving  a  description  of  a  Scandinavian  Christmas  ?  '* 

67.  I  have  to  write  a  (school)  composition  about  the  house  fly.     What  can  you 

give  me  ? 

68.  I  wish  to  read  about  Benjamin  Franklin. 

6i).     Can  you  refer  me  to  works  on  the  '*  Alabama  claims  ?  " 

70.  Where  can  I  find  what  facilities  for  education  existed  in  Rho<le  Island  before 

the  present  school  system  ? 

71 .  Is  there  a  poem  relating  to  Agnes  Surriage  and  Sir  Charles  Henry  Frank- 

land  ?    If  so,  who  wrote  it,  and  what  is  it  entitled  ? 

72.  I  wish  to  find  some  account  of  Harper's  Ferry,  W.  Va. 

73.  I  would  like  to  find  historical  sketches  of  the  various  kinds  of  monuments. 

74.  How  is  Evangeline  pronounced  ? 

75.  Is  there  anything  about  Miss  Frances  E.  Willard  in  the  library  ? 

76.  Will  you  show  me  something  about  the  history  of  German  architecture  ? 

77.  I  would  like  some  description  of  Turkish  customs. 
7b.  Where  shall  I  find  an  account  of  Harriet  Hosmer  ? 

79.  Can  you  refer  me  to  anything  on  democratic  government,  taking  the  un- 

favorable (or  European)  view  ? 

80.  How  can  I  find  at  what  degree  [Fahr.]  iron  melts  ? 

81.  What  per  cent,  of  the  books  taken  from  this  library  is  fiction  ? 

82.  I  would  like  to  see  something  on  the  Jubilee  of  Pope  Leo  XIII. 

83.  Where  can  I  find  the  names  of  all  the  passengers  on  board  the  Mayflower  ? 

84.  Have  you  the  poem,  **  Curfew  must  not  ring  to-night  ?  " 

85.  Can  you  refer  me  to  some  account  of  Palissy  ? 

86.  Also  of  Faraday  ? 

87.  Also  of  Eli  Whitney  ? 
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88.  Can  you  refer  me  to  some  account  of  John  G.  Whittier  ? 

89.  Also  of  Benedict  Arnold  ? 

90.  What  work  gives  the  best  account  of  Arnold's  treason  ? 

91.  Will  you  show  me  works  giving  arguments  in  favor  of  a  protective  tariff  ? 

92.  (Another  pupil.)    Arguments  against  a  protective  tariff  ? 

93.  I  wish  to  see  something  about  the  manufactures  of  Sheffield,  England. 

APPENDIX  NO.  10. 

LIST  OF  FBRIOOICAL8  CURRSNTLT  RBCEIYED.^     (Total  182.) 

A.     General  list. 

[Those  published  by  governments,  societies,  colleges,  libraries  etc. ,  are  given  in 
a  separate  alphabet  at  the  end  of  this  list.  ] 

American  Agiiculturist,  (monthly).  Contemporary  Review,  (monthly). 

American  Architect,  (Imperial  edition).  Cooperative  Index  to  Periodicals,  (quar- 

(weekly).  terly). 

American  Florist,  (fortnightly).  Critic,  (weekly). 

American  Garden,  (monthly.)  Edinburgh  Review,  (quarterly). 

American  Journal  of  Philology,  (quar-  Education,  (monthly). 

terly).  English  Historical  Review,  (quarterly). 

American  Journal  of  Science,  English  Illustrated  Magazine,  (monthly). 

(monthly).  Forest  and  Stream,  (weekly). 

American  Machinist,  (monthly).  Fortnightly  Review,  (monthly). 

American  Monthly  Microscopical  Jour-  Forum,  (monthly). 

nal.  (monthly)  Garden  and  Forest,  (weekly). 

American  Naturalist,  (monthly).  Gewerbehalle,  (monthly). 

Audover  Review,  (monthly).  Harper's  Bazar,  (weekly). 

Art  Amateur,  (monthly).  Harper's  Magazine,'^  (monthly). 

Atlantic  Monthly,"  (monthly).  Harper's  Weekly,  (weekly). 

Bibliographer     and      Reference    List,  Harper's  Young  People,  (weekly). 

(monthly).  Illustrated  London  News,  (weekly). 

Blackwood  s,  (monthly).  Industrial  Review,  (monthly). 

Book  Notes,  (Rider's)  (fortnightly).  Journal       of       American       Orthoepy 
Bookmart,  (monthly).  (monthly). 

Bookseller,  (monthly),  Journal  of  Education,  (weekly). 

Brailstreet's.  (weekly).  Journal    of     the    Franklin    Institute, 
Brunonian,  (fortnightly).  (monthly) 

Catholic  World,  (monthly).  Library  Journal,  (monthly). 

Century*,  (monthly).  Library  Notes,  (quarterly). 

Chautauquun.  (monthly,  except  during  Life,  (weekly). 

July  and  August).  Lippincott's,  (monthly). 

Church  Record,  (semi-monthly).  Literary  News,  (monthly). 

Civil  Service  Record,  (monthly).  Literary  World,  (fortnightly). 


>    Corrected  to  Feb.  8,  1889. 
V    Odc  copy  taken  **  for  circulation." 
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Littell's  Living  Age,  (weekly). 

Magazine  of  American  History, 
(monthly). 

Manifesto,  (monthly). 

Massachusetts  Spy,  (weekly). 

Milling  Engineer,  (monthly). 

Narragansett  Historical  Register,  (quar- 
terly). 

Nation,  (weekly). 

Nature,  (weekly). 

New  Christianity,  (weekly). 

New  England  Historical  and  Genealogi 
cal  Register,  ((juarterly). 

New  Jerusalem  Magazine,  (monthly). 

Nineteenth  Century,  (monthly). 

North  American  Review,  (monthly). 

Open  Court,  (weekly). 

Ornithologist  and  Oologist,  (monthly). 

Outing,  (monthly). 

Path,  (monthly). 

Pawtucket  Record,  (weekly). 

Petermann's  Mitteilungcn,  (monthly). 

Political  Science  Quarterly,  (quarterly). 

Popular  Science  Monthly,  (monthly).  . 

Practical  Mechanic,  (monthly). 

Providence  Daily  Journal,  (daily). 

Providence  Sunday  Journal,  (weekly). 

Psyche,  (occasional). 

Public  Opinion,  (weekly). 

Publishers'  Weekly,  (weekly). 

Total 


Punch,  (weekly). 

Quarterly  Journal  of  Economics,  (quar- 
terly). 

Quarterly  Review,  (quarterly). 

Railroad  and  Engineering  Journal, 
(monthly). 

Rhode  Island  Democrat,  (weekly). 

Saint  Nicholas^,  (monthly). 

Saturday  Review,  (weekly). 

Science,  (weekly). 

Scientific  American,  (weekly). 

Scientific  American  Supplement, 
(weekly). 

Scribner's  Magazine,  (monthly). 

Spectator,  (weekly.) 

Sunday  School  Times,  (weekly). 

Swiss  Cross,  (monthly). 

Telegraphic  Journal  and  Electrical  Re- 
view, (weekly). 

Tuftouian,  (bi-monthly). 

Ueber  Land  und  Meer,  (weekly'). 

Unitarian  Review,  (monthly). 

United  States  Government  Publications, 
(Hickox's)  (monthly). 

United  States  Miller,  (monthly). 

Westminster  Review,  (monthly). 

Wide  Awake.'  (monthly). 

Woman's  Journal,  (weekl}').  • 

Youth's  Companion,  (weekly). 


102. 


B.     Periodical  pMications  of  organizations  ;  alpJcabetically  arranged  by  the  name 

of  the  oi'ffanization. 

American   Antiquarian   Society.      Pro-    Essex  Institute.     Historical  collections, 

ceedings,  (semi-annual).  (monthly). 

American  Economic  Association.     Pub-    Hartford  Library  Association.      Bulle. 


licatious.  (bi-monthly). 


tin.  (quarterly). 


American  Historical  Association.     Pa-    Harvard    University.      Bulletin,   (quar- 


pers,  (occjisional). 


terly). 


Boston  Public  Library.  Bulletin,  (quar-    Harvard    University    Library,     ^blio- 


terly). 
City    Library   Association,    Springfield 

Mass.     City  Library,  (monthly.) 
f^ssex  Institute.     Bulletin,  (monthly). 


graphical   contributions, 
(occasional). 
Johns  Hopkins  University.    Circulars, 
(monthly  during  term). 


}    One  copy  taken  *■*  for  circulation.** 
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Johns  Hopkins  University.     Studies  in  United   States   of    America.    Congres- 

historical     and     political    science,  sional  Record,   (daily,  during   ses- 

(inonthly).  sions). 

Library  Bulletin  of  Cornell  University,  United   States  of  America.      Consular 

(quarterly).  Reports,  (monthly). 

Massachusetts  Historical  Society.     Col-  United  States  of  America.     Official  Ga- 

lections,  (occasional).  zette  of  the  Patent  Office,  (weekly). 

Massachusetts  Historical  Society.     Pro-  United     States     of     America.      Pilot 

ceedingh.  (annual).  Charts  of  the  North  Atlantic  Ocean, 

Mercantile  Library  of  Philadelphia.  (monthly). 

Bulletin,  (quarterly).  United   States  of  America.     Coast  and 

Milwaukee  Public  Library.     Quarterly  Geodetic    Survey    Bulletin,    (occa- 

index,  (quarterly).  sional). 

New  England  Historical  and  Genealogi-  University  of  Pennsylvania.     Publica- 

cal  Society.     Proceedings,  (annual).  tions,  (occasional). 

New  England   Meteorological   Society.  Worcester  Free  Public  Library.     Bulle- 

HuUetin,  (monthly).  tin,  (occasional). 

Rhode  Island  Historical  Society.     Pro-  Worcester  Free  Public  Library.     Libra- 

ceediugs,  (annual).  ry  Record,  (monthly). 
Rhode  Island  State  Board  of  Health.  Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity.     Pro- 
Monthly  Bulletin,  (monthly).  ceedings,  (annual). 

Total 30. 

APPENDIX  NO.  11. 

LIST  OF  PERIODICALS  NEEDED  TO  COMPLETE  SETS. 

American  Agriculturist,  v.  7,  9-lS,  20-24,  38.     [1848,  1850-59,  1861-65,  1874]. 

American  Almanac,  [Spofford's],  v.  7.     [1884]. 

American  Architect,  v.  1-2.     [1877]. 

American  Artisan,  v.  1-9,  11,  15-18.     [1865-70,  1872,  1874]. 

American  Bibliopolist,  v.  7-8.     [1875-76]. 

American  Gas-light  Journal,  v.  1-25,  31-45.     [1864-77,  1879-86]. 

American  Journal  of  Education,  [Barnard's],  v.  11-21.     [1862-73]. 

American  Journal  of  Insanity,  v.  1-12.     [1850-56]. 

American  Journal  of  Numismatics,  v.  1-13.  16-19.     [1866-79,  1881-86]. 

American  Journal  of  Science,  v.  109-10,  117-19.     [1875,  1879-80]. 

American  Machinist,  v.  1-2.     [1877-78]. 

American  Museum,  v.  2-3,  5-8,  9.     [1787-88,  1789-92,  1798]. 

American  Naturalist,  v.  6-7,  9-11.     [1872-73,  1875-77]. 

American  Publisher's  Circular,  v.  1-2,  4-7.     [1855-56,  1858-61]. 

American  Quarterly  Register  and  Magazine,  v.  2.    [1848-49]. 

American  Review,  v.  1-5.     [1845-47]. 

American  Whig  Review,  v.  15-16.     [1852]. 

Annual  Record  of  Science  and  Industry,  v.  2-4.     [1872-74]. 

Annual  Register,  v.  52-131.     [1810-88]. 

Appletou's  Journal,  v.  3.  10,  23-26.     [1870,  1873,  1879-81]. 
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Art  Journal,  series  1.  v.  1-6  ;  series  2,  v.  1-12,  14-20 ;  series  3,  v.  1-5.  7.     [185J 

61,  1861-65,  1866-68,  1871]. 
Art  Union,  v.  1-9.     [1889-47]. 
Artizan,  v.  1-8.     [1867-69]. 
Athenaeum,  v.  2-100.  102-13.     [1828-77,  1879-88]. 
Atheneum,  v.  1-13.     [1817-23]. 

Baptist  Missionary  Magazine,  v.  1-59,  63-70.     [1821-79,  1883-88]. 
Baptist  Quarterly,  v.  1-5,  7-8.     [1867-71,  1873-74]. 
Bibliotheca  Sacra,  v.  13-20.     [1856-63]. 

Blackwood*s,  v.  1-46,  49-54,  92-100,  104.     [1817-39,  1841-43,  1862-66,  1868]. 
Boston  Journal  of  Chemistry,  v.  2-4.     [1867-70]. 
Boston  Review,  v.  3.  6.  6.     [1863,  1865,  1866] . 
Bradstreefs,  v.  1-8.     [1880-84]. 
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Brunonian,  v.  11-13,  15.     [1878-80,  1881-82]. 
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Chambers's  Edinburgh  Journal,  v.  21-87.     [1855-87], 
Chautauquan,  v.  1-2.     [1880-82]. 
Chemical  News,  v.  1,  3-22.     [1867,  1868-87]. 

Christian  E.^aminer,  v.  6-25,  31-35,  71,  83-87.     [1826-36,  1839-43,  1861,  1867-69]. 
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Christian  Observatory,  v.  1-2.     [1847-48]. 
Christian  Review,  v.  23-28.     [1858-63]. 
Civil  Service  Record,  v.  1-4.     [1881-«4]. 

Cobbett's  Political  Register,  v.  1-3.  9.  16-40.     [1802-3.  1806.  1809-21.  1822-24]. 
Commercial  and  Financial  Chronicle,  v  1-11,  16.     [1865-70,  1874]. 
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Contemporary  Review,  v.  1-25.  27,  31-33.     [1866-75,  1876,  1877-78]. 
Continent.  The.  v.  1-4.     [1881-83]. 
Continental  Monthly,  v.  5-6.     [1864]. 
Cultivator,  v.  1-4.     [1844-46]. 
Dial.  [Boston],  v.  3-4.     [1843-44]. 
Dial,  [Chicago],  v.  4-8.     [1883-84.  1885-87]. 
Dwight's  Journal  of  Music,  v.  1  36.     [1853-77]. 
Eclectic  Magazine,  v.  1-16,  35-49,  53,  84,  98-109.     [1844-47,  1855-60,  1861.  1875. 

1882  87]. 
Edinburgh  Review,  v.  43,  45,  51-53,  56-59,  88.     [1825-26.  1826-27, 1830-31,  1832- 

34,  1848]. 
Electrician,  v.  1-2.     [1882-83]. 
Engineering,  v.  1-13.  15-44.     [1866-^7,  1873-88]. 
Every  Saturday,  v.  1-11,  13.     [1866-71,  1873]. 
Famille,  La,  v.  1-20.     [186i>-79]. 

Farmer  (The)  and  Mechanic,  v.  1,  6.  9.     [1845-47,  1850,  1852]. 
Foreign  Quarterly  Review,  v  1-14,  34.     [1827-35,  1846]. 
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J'orest  and  Stream,  v.  1-18.     [1872-^lJ. 

Fortnightly  Review.     1-26,  28-31,  33.     [1865-76,  1877-79,  1880]. 

Frank  Leslie's  Illustrated  Newspaper,  v.  1-52.  54-55.     [1855-81.  1881-82]. 

Galaxy,  v.  1-5,  17,  22.     [1866-68,  1874.  1876]. 

Gardener's  Monthly,  v.  1-20.     [1859-78]. 

Garteylaube.  Die,  v.  1-16,  20,  21.  28.     [1853-68,  1872-73,  1880]. 

Graham  s  Magazine,  v.  1-25.  27-29.     [1833-45,  1846-47]. 

Hardwicke's  Science  Gossip,  v.  1-5.     [1865-73]. 

Harper's  Bazar,  v.  1-10.  12-13,  15.     [1868-77,  1878-79,  1880]. 

Harper's  Weekly,  v.  1-6.  8,  13.  16,  19-20.     [1857-62,  1864,  1869,  1872,  1875-76]. 

Harper's  Young  People,  v.  1-2.  6.     [1880-81,  1885]. 

Hebrew  Student,  v.  1.     [1881-82]. 

Horticulturist,  v.  1.     [1846-47]. 

Hours  at  Home.  v.  1,  3-6.  8-11.     [1865,  1866-67.  186^-70]. 

Hunt's  Merchant's  Magazine,  v.  34-43,  61.     [1856-60,  1869]. 

Illustrated  London  News,  v.  75,  77,  81,  86-87.     [1879,  1880,  1882,  1885]. 

Illustrated  Magazine  of  Art,  v.  1,  [1852]. 

International  Monthly  Magazine,  v.  1.     [1850].       , 

International  Review,  v.  1-4,  6-9.     [1874-77,  1879-80.] 

Iron  Age,  v.  1-13,  15.  19.     [1859-71,  1873,  1875,  1880-87]. 

Journal  of  Education,  [Boston],  v.  1-22.     [1874-85]. 

Jourual  of  the  Franklin  Institute,  v.  1-10.  31,  33,  35-88,  95-104,  107-24.     [1826- 

30,  1841,  1842,  1843-69,  1873-77,  1879-87]. 
Knickerbocker,  v.  1-7,  19,  22,  24,  27-29.     [1833-36,  1842,  1843,  1844,  1846-47]. 
Latine.  v.  1.     [1882-83]. 
Life,  V.  1-4.     [1883-84]. 
Lippincott'H  Magazine,  v.  1-12.  14.  17-20,  23-32.     [1868-73,  1874,  1876-77,  1879- 

83]. 
Literary  and  Theological  Review,  v.  1-2.     [1834-35]. 
Literary  World,  [Boston],  v.  1-3,  6.     [1870-72,  1875]. 
Littell's  Living  Age,  v.  92.     [1867]. 
Livre,  Le,  v.  6-8.     [1884-86]. 
London  and  Dublin  Magazine,  v.  1-7.     [1841-47]. 
London  Society,  v.  1-4,  7-13.     [1862-63. 1866-68]. 
Manufacturer  and  Builder,  v.  1,  3-9.     [1874,  1875-79]. 
Ma.ssachusetts  Monthly,  v.  1-3.     [1791-92]. 
Massachusetts  Teacher,  v.  1-3.     [1848-50]. 

'Missionary  Herald,  v.  1-33,  35-64,  67,  69-76.     [1822-37,  1839-68,  1871,  1873-80]. 
Monthly  Religious  Magazine,  v.  22,  32, 85,  40-42,  48.     [1859. 1866,  1868-69,  1872j. 
Mu.seum  of  Foreign  Literature  and  Science,  v.  1-7.     [1826-29]. 
Musical  Times,  v.  1-25,     [1860-84.] 
Narragansett  Historical  Register,  v.  1-2.     [1882-84].  • 
National  Board  of  Health  Bulletin,  v.  1.     [1880-81]. 
Natur,  Die,  v.  1-3.     [1875-77]. 
Nature,  v.  1-11,  15-21.     [1869-74,  1877-79J. 
New  Englander,  v.  1,  5-36,  38-48.     [1848.  1847-77,  1878-88]. 
New-Jerusalem  Magazine,  v.  1-8.     [1879-84]. 
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New  York  Mirror,  v.  1-5,  13-15,  20.     [1823-27,  1835-37,  1842]. 

Niks'  Register,  v.  31,  33-34,  36,  55-74.     [1826-27,  1827-28,  1829.  1838-48]. 

Ninrteenth  Century,  v.  1-2.     [1877]. 

North  American  Review,  v.  6-7.     [1817-18]. 

Norlb  British  Review,  v.  1-5.  8-11,  13,  23-27.  34-45.     [1844-46.  1847-49.  1850. 

1855-58,  1861-67]. 
Notes  and  Queries,  series  4,  v.  5-42.     [1870-88] 
Ornithologist  and  Oologist.  v.  1-8.     [1876-83]. 
Outing,  V.  1-2.     [1882-83]. 
Portlolio.  V.  1-4.  0-34.     [1809-10,  1811-25]. 
Poultry  World,  v.  1-3.     [1872-74.] 

Prinieton  Review,  v.  1-25.  27,  29-41,  43-53.     [1829-53.  1855.  1859-69,  1871-77]. 
Prospective  Review,  v.  1-10.     [1845-54]. 
Psyche,  v.  1.     [1874-76]. 
Punch.  V.  1-5,  34-49.  56,  57,  70-73,  78,  82.     [1841-43.  1858-65.  1889-70.  1876-78, 

1880,  1882.] 
Putnam's  Magazine,  v.  11-30.     [1858-77]. 
Quarterly  Review,  v.  1-10,  14,*  20,  29,  109-15.  119-21,  159.     [1809-14.  1816.  1818. 

18-i3,  1860-64,  1866,  1885. 
Remembrancer,  v.  16-17.     [1784]. 

Revue  dus  Deux  Mondes.  v.  1-15,  38-43,  47-56.     [1821-75.  1879-80,  1882-86]. 
Rhode  Island  Historical  Magazine,  v.  1-2.     [1880-82]. 
Rural  Affairs,  v.  1-3.     [1864,  1867,  1870]. 
Saint  Nicholas,  v.  1-9,  v.  10,  pt.  1.     [1873-81.  1882-83]. 
Saturday  Review,  v.  1-56.     [1856-83  ] 
Scientific  American,  v.  42-43.     [1872-73]. 
Spectator,  v.  1-52.     [1854-83]. 
Statesman's  Year-book.  v.  1-16.  21.     [1864-78.  1884]. 
Sunday  School  Times,  v.  1-27.     [1871-85]. 
Technische  Blaetter.  v.  1-9.     [1869-77.] 

Telci^aphic  Journal  and  Electrical  Review,  v.  1-18.     [1866-85]. 
Temple  Bar.  v.  1-26.  29-30.     [1860-69,  1870]. 
Times.  [London].  {Weekly^  v.  1. 
Uebt  r  Land  und  Meer.  v.  1-38.     [1869-77]. 
Unitarian  Review,  v.  11.  19.     [1879.  1883]. 
United  State.s  Qovernment  Publications,  v.  1.     [1885-86]. 
United  States  Magazine,  v.  1-20.     [1837-44]. 

Van  Nostrand's  Eclectic  Engineering  Magazine. v.  1,  10-22.     [1869,  1874-80]. 
Westminster  Review,  v.  9,  14-20.  24.  30-31,  33,  48-49.  54-56.  64,  r3-74.  76-86. 

[1828,  1831-34,  1836,  1838,  1839,  1847-48,  1850-51,  1855,  1860,  1861-66.] 
Willis's  Current  Notes,  v.  1^  :i-4.     [1851,  1853-54]. 
Working  Farmer,  v.  1-11.     [1849-60]. 
Workshop,  v.  1-2,  5-9.     [1866,  1872-76]. 
Year-book  of  Facts  in  Science  and  Art.  v.  1-11.     [1840-50]. • 
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reader  may  greatly  assist  in,  from  periodicals  lying  useless  in  his  own  house. 
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New  York,  State  of.  State  Library,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Civil  Service  Commissiun 

New  York  Free  Circulating  Library,  New  York 
City 
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Newberry  Library,  Chicago,  III , 

Newton  Free  Library,  Newton,  Mass 

Nickerson,  Ansel  D 

Nickeraon,  E.  I 

Northrop,  R«v.  Henry  H 

Northwestern  L'niveraily.  Evanaton,  111 

Ohio  Meteorological  Bureau  

Omaha  Board  of  Trade,  Omaha.  Neb 

[Open  Court.  Publishers  of,  Chicago.  Ill] 

[Pacific  Beach  Weekly,  Publishers  of.  Sao  Diego, 

Call 

Packard,  ProteHsor  A.  8.,  [Brown  University]. 

Paine,  Qcorge  T. 

Parker,  Williani  T..  M.  D..  Newport,  R.  I  ... 
Patersoo  Free  Public  Library,  PatereoL,  N,  J. 

[Path,  The  Publishers  of.  New  York  J 

Peabody  Institute,  Peabody,  Mass    

Pearce,  Waldo  A.,  Boslou.  Mass 

Perkins  lusiitution  for  tbe  Blind,  Boston,  Mass 

Perry,  Amos 

Pettis,  George  W . 

Pratt,  Charles  &  Co.,  New  York 

ProTtdence,  City  of 

Providence  &  Worcester  Railroad  Co 

Providence  Atbentcum 

Providence  J ouraal 

[Public  Opinion,  Publishers  of,  WashiDgtOD,  D.  C] 
[PublishioE  World,  Publishers  of,  New  York]   . 

Raymond,  W..  Boslon,  Mass 

Redwood  Library,  Newport,  B,  I 

Reid.  J.  A.  &  R.  A  

Rhode  Island,  Stale  of— Adjutant  General 

Board  of  llcallb 

Commissioner  of  Schools 

School  for  the  Deaf 

Secretary  of  State  

[Rhode  Island  Democrat,  Publishers  of] 

Rhode  Island  Historical  Society 

Rhode  Island  Hospital 
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Rhode  liland  H«dic&l  Society 

Rhode  I Binnd  Technical  School 

Rhode  iBland  Worn aa's  Club 

Rice,  Preaklin  P.,  Worcester,  Haas. 

Rice,  Howard  H 

Richard*,  Rev.  C.  A.  L 

Richmond,  F.  E 

Robbins,  Hod,  QilbertF.,  Ei-Hayor  of  Providence, 

Rogers,  Oen.  Horatio 

Root,  Mrs  James  P 

Ryder,  Rev.  C.  W 

Saint  Louis  Hercantiie  Library  Amocialiou,  ^Int 

Louis.  Mo  

Saint  Louis  Public  Library,  8ainl  Louis,  Mo 

Saiot  Paul  Public  Library,  Saint  Paul,  Hino 

Sampson,  Murdock  &  Co 

San  Francisco  Free  Public  Library,  San  Prandsco. 


Cal  . 


[Saturday     Evening     Hail,     Publishers     of,    Dea 

Moines,  la]. 

Saylei,  LilaB.,  Killiugly,  Ct..... 

Sayles,  William  H,,  Pawtucket,  R.  1 

Schram,  .1.,  Bcallle,  Washington 

Scribner's  (Charles)  Sods,  New  York 

Sharpe,  Lucian 

Sheldon,  H.  H..  Pawtucket,  R.  1 

[Shorthand  Writer,  Publishers  of,  Downer's  Orove. 

III.) 

Silaa  Bronson  Library,  Waterbury.  Conn 

Stmonds,   W.    E,,    Cornell     Univentity,     Itbaca. 


N.  T.. 


Smith,  Miss  Zilpba  D.,  Boston,  Mass 

Somerville  Public  Library,  Somervllle,  Moss 

Soule,  Charles  C,  Boston,  Mass 

Sprague,  Miss  Mary  E 

[Standard,  The,  Publisbcrs  of,  Leavenworth,  Ean. 
[Statesman,  The,  Publishers  of,  Chicago,  111.]  .. 

Stetson,  C.  W 

Stone,  L,M  E 


Snoa. 
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lut«r-StHl«  (.'oniniert'e  (JommutUOD 

Life  Saving  Service. . 

Patent  OIHce 

Smithsonian  Instilution 

SurgeoD-Geneml's  Oltlce 

[United  Stales  Miller,  Publisliere  of,  Milwaukee.  , 

"».] 

Unitj  PuliliHbing  Co 

Uaiversity  of  Michigan,  Ann  Arbor,  Micb 

UniTcrsity  of  Pcnnxylvunia,  Phlladelpbia,  Pa.    . 

University  of  Itiicbesler,  Rochoatur,  N.  Y. 

Unlcnown 

Updike,  1).  B. ,  Boston,  Mass 

Upton,  Professor  Winslow,  [Brown  Universily].. 

Uxbridge  Free  I'ulilic  Library.  Uxbridgc,  Mass. . 

Vose,  Rev.  Junie»  G. ,  D.D 

Wklsb,  Williiim  S.,  Phihulclphia,  Pa 

Wasbburn,  Oliver  A,  Jr 

Wktertown  Fiee  Public  Library,  Walertown,  Mass    , 

Wcjland,  Professor  Francis,  New  Iliivon,  Conu. .. 

Webb,  Rev.  8.  H 

Westermann,  B.  &  Co.,  New  York 

Whitaker,  Rev.  N.  T. ,  Portland,  Me 

White,  E.  E.,  Supi  Public  Schools,  Cincinnati,  O. 

White,  G.,  Easton,  Mass 

Williaina,  A.  M 

Winsor,  Justin,  Librariao,  Harvard  Univursity,  , 
Cambridge,  Mass 

Wtnthrop  Training  School.  Columbus,  S.  C.     

Wiscontin  Stute   Historteal  Society,  Madison,  Wis. 

Woburn  Public  Library,  Woburn,  Mass 

[WomMi's  Journal,  Publishers  of,  Bosti>n.  Mass.] . . 

Woman's  Medical  College  of  Pennsylvania,  Phila- 
delphia, Pcnn 


/ 
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APPENDIX  NO.  \2.--C(mrhtded. 


NAME8. 


CI        o 

!•«*  • 

1    ^  br  •>  on 
««  a  2  .a 

2  3  o  J- 

o       ♦*  ^- 


Woodward,  W.  Elliot,  Roxburj',  Mass 

Worcester  Free  Public  Library,  Worcester,  Mass 

Wright,  Col   Carroll  D..  Washington,  D.  C 

Writer,  (The),  Publishers  of,  Boston,  Mass 

Yale  University,  New  Haven,  Ct 


Add,  omitted  in  accession -book  entries,  1887. 


545 
12 


557> 


2     l-l 


1 

7 


1222 
359 


1581' 


400 


o 
o 

Pu. 


1 1  bull. 
1  no. 


420 


,[  Periodicals 
etc.] 

28  vols. 

1352  nos. 

45  bulls. 

15  maps. 
2b'dside8. 


APPENDIX  NO.  13. 

FINANCIAL    BTATEBfKNT. 

[Animal  statement  of  the  treas^irer.] 

(1)  Heccipts.  Income  from  in  vestments  :  deposits,  $5,952.84  ;  from  fines, 
$307  56  :  from  donations.  8300.00  ;  sale  of  catalogues,  $12.90  ;  lost  and  damaged 
books.  J^7.37  ;  sjile  of  supplies.  $1.86  ;  received  from  bills  payable,  $5,000  00  ;  cash 
bjilance.  January  1.  1888.  $1.323.49 ;  cash  used  from  1889  income,  $415.40  ;  total 
receipts.  $13,321.32  ;  total,  deducting  loan  of  $5,000.00,  $8.321. 32^ 

(2)  The  disbunH'inents  have  been  as  follows  :  Labor.  $5,836.92  ;  rent,  $2,700  ; 
rxpcnscs  for  supplies,  etc..  $869.06;  light.^.  $579.45;  insurance,  $498.75;  inter- 
est. $29.86  ;  catalogue,  $5  70  ;  library,  $2.359. 18  (including  books  and  periodicals, 
82.170.00)  ;  binding.  $442.40  ;  total,  $13,  321.32. 

The  receipts  from  income  have  been  short  of  the  disbursements  $6,738.89.  The 
receipts  from  income  have  Iwen  short  of  the  expense  account  $3,937.31. 


■     The  Niira  (»f  thene  two  araounte,  (557  nnd  1581),  U  the  total  namber  of  gifts  entered  as  volumes 
in  Apprndix  No.  2.     (2138.) 
a    Soo  p.  4S. 
'    8ce  p.  6<). 

6 
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APPENDIX  NO.  14. 


COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS  OF  DIFFERENT  CITIES. 

ComprisiDg  tables  of  popuIatioD,  valuatioD,  number  of  volumes  in  public  libra- 
ries, total  annual  income,  and  total  annual  book  expenditure. 

[A.]      POPULATION  OF  CITIES  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Including  those  only  which  exceeded  100,000  in  1880  and  1888  respectively. 


(a.)    By  U.  S.  cetisus  of  18S0. 

1.  New  York,  (N.  Y.),  1,206,299 

2.  Philadelphia,  (Pa.),  847.170 
8.  Brooklyn,  (N.  Y),  566.663 

4.  Chicago.  (111.),  503. ia5 

5.  Boston,  (Mass.),  362,839 

6.  St.  Louis,  (Mo.),  350,518 

7.  Baltimore,  (Md.),  ;W2.313 

8.  Cincinnati.  (O.),  255.139 

9.  San  Francisco,  (Cal.),  233,959 

10.  New  Orleans,  (La),  216.090 

11.  Cleveland,  (O.).  160.146 

12.  Pittsburgh,  (Pa.),  156.389 

13.  Buffalo.  (N.  Y.),  155.134 

14.  Washington.  (1).  C),  147,293 

15.  Newark.  (N.  J.),  136.508 

16.  Louisville,  (Ky.).  123,758 

17.  Jersey  City.  (N.  J.),  120.722 

18.  Detroit,  (Mich.).  116.:M0 

19.  Milwaukee,  (Wis.).  115,587 

20.  Providence,  (U.  I.),  104,857 


(b.)  By  local  estimates,  1888  or  18S9K 

1.  New  York.  (N.Y. ),(/>.)   1,676,140 

2.  Philadelphia.  (Pa.),* 

3.  Brooklyn,  (N.  Y.),  (H.) 

4.  Chicago,  (111.),  {S.) 

5.  Baltimore,  (Md),  (Z>.) 

6.  St.  Louis.  (Mo.),  (D.) 

7.  Boston,  (Mass  ),  (//.) 


1,014.382 
805,885' 
802.651 
490.000 
449.160 
4t5  000« 


8.  San  Francisco,  (Cal.),  (D.)  a50,<»00 


14 
15. 
16 
17. 


380.000 

260.0004 

258,000 

255.0004 

289,265 

287,000 


9.  Cincinnati,  (O.),  (2>.) 

10.  New  Orleans,  (La.). 

11.  Buffalo,  (N.  Y.),  (D.) 

12.  Cncveland,  (O.).  (D  ) 
13    Detroit,  (Mich.),  (D.) 

Pittsburgh,  (Pa.),  (U.) 
St.  Paul,  (Minn.),  (Trad^)  225.312 
Washington,  (D.  C),  (S.)  218.157 
Minneapolis,  (Minn  ),  (2).)   217,662 

18.  Milwaukee,  (Wis  ),  (8.)        210,000 

19.  Louisville,  (Ky.),  (Z?.)  188,000* 

20.  Kansas  City.  (Mo  ),  (D.)       185,084 

21.  Jersey  City,  (N.  J.),  (S.) 

22.  Newark.  (N.  J.),  (2>.) 
23    Indianapolis,  (lud  ),  {D.) 

Providence,  (R.  I.),  (//.) 
Rochester,  (N.  Y),  (//.) 
Omaha,  (Neb.),  (/).) 
Albany,  (N.  Y.),  {P.) 


24 


25. 


26 
27 


28.  Richmond,  (Va.),  (2Va<fa) 


175.000* 

170.000* 

138,000 

126,000 

120,000 

110,086 

102.909 

100,000 


The  figures  in  the  right  hand  column,  preceded  by  *'/>.,"  **  H."  "P."  and 
"  S.,"  are  from  local  estimates  made  respectively  by  the  />irectory  publishers,  the 
//ealth  department,  the  Police  de|>artment  and  the  ^School  department  respectively. 
The  information,  when  not  taken  from  printed  reports,  has  been  received  in  cor- 
respondence. 


>  The  dates  varying  from  May,  1888,  to  Jan.,  1880. 

^  Ba^ed  on  election  returns,  Nov.,  1888. 

'  A  directory  eetimate  places  it  higher. 

"•  The  lowest  of  several  estimates. 
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APPENDIX  NO.  U.— Continued 


[B.]      VALUATION  OF  CITIES  IN  THE   UNITED  STATES. 


iDcludiDg  those  only  which  exceeded  ^50,000,000,  in  1880  and  1888,  respectively. 


(a.)    Frovi  U.  S.  Census  reports,  18S0, 
V.  7,  p.  220-33. 


1.  New  York,  (N,Y.)^  $1 

2.  Boston,  (Mass.)^, 

8.  Philadelphia,  (Pa.), 

4.  San  Francisco,  (Cal.)^ 

5.  Baltimore.  (Md.)', 

6.  Brooklyn,  (N.  Y.), 

7.  Cincinnati,  (O  V 

8.  St.  Louis,  (Mo.),'» 

9.  Chicago.  (111.), 

10.  Providence,  (R.  I.), 

11.  Washington*.  (D.  C.)^ 

12.  Pittsburgh,  (Pa.)», 
18.  New  Orleans.  (La.)3, 
14.  Buffalo,  (N.  Y.), 

15  Newark,  (N.  J.), 

16.  Detroit,  (Mich.), 

17.  Cleveland,  (O.)^ 

18  Louisville,  (Ky.), 

19  Jersey  City,  (N.  J.), 
20.  Milwaukee,  (Wis.), 


,094,069.335 

613,322.691 

581,729.759 

244.477.360 

244.043.181 

232,925,699 

169,305.635 

165,288.400 

117.970,035 

115.581.700 

99.401.787 

93.727.903 

91,794,350 

83,910.583 

83,364,410 

88.198,040 

70,548.104 

65,809,000 

58,411,959 

55,875.969 


(b.)  From  reports  of  local  assessors,  1888K 


1.  New  York,  (N.Y.),   31 

2.  Boston,  (Mass.), 

3.  Philadelphia,  (Pa.), 

4.  Brooklyn,  (N.  Y.), 

5.  San  Francisco,  (Cal.),  • 

6.  Baltimore,  (Md.), 

7.  Washington,  (D.  C), 

8.  St.  Louis,  (Mo.), 

9.  Cincinnati,  (O  ) 

10.  Chicago,  (111  ), 

11.  Detroit,  (Mich.), 

12.  Pittsburgh,  (Pa.), 

13.  Providence,  (H.  I.), 
14   Buffalo,  (N.  v.), 

15.  Minneapolis,  (Minn.), 

16.  New  Orleans.  (La.). 

17.  St.  Paul,  (Minn.), 

18.  Newark,  (N.  J.), 

19.  Milwaukee,  (Wis.), 

20.  Cleveland,  (O.), 

21.  Rochester,  (N.  Y.), 

22.  Louisville,  (Ky.), 

23.  Jersey  City,  (N.  J.), 

24.  Albany,  (N.  Y.), 

25.  Worcester,  (Mass.), 

26.  Cambridge,  (Mass.), 

27.  Kansas  City,  (Mo.), 

28.  Lowell,  (Ma.ss.), 

29.  Indianapolis,  (Ind.). 


.553,442,431 

764,448.400 

669.507.564 

407.454.028 

273.389.616 

269.000,000 

227.600.093 

222,679,760 

174,779,510 

160.641,727 

152.299,140 

188.868,168 

136,758.700 

133,076,805 

127.497,132 

127,000,000 

125,514,518 

96,833,078 

96.548,480 

95.922.585 

82.612.025 

72,664,234 

71,469.772 

67,713.565 

64,551.736 

62,450,040 

61.849,770 

57,646.775 

51,960.035 


»     When  not  from  printed  reiiortM,  the  natures  have  been  obuUned  through  i-orreHpondence  with 
the  local ofllcer.    They  include  both  real  nod  iierHOUuI  property. 

^     When  not  otherwim>  Mtated  the  fii^iireH  in  thin  column  are  fur  a  tinaucini  year  closing  in  1870. 

>     Financial  year  cloning  in  18M). 

«     Valuation  of  the  entire  I >iMiriet.    The  city  of  Wu«hiiii<tuii  not  Heparately  given. 


44 


PROVIDENCE   PUBLIC   LIBRARY. 


APPENDIX  NO.  U,^Continu€d, 

[C]      NUMBER  OP   VOLUMES  IN   PUBLIC   LIBRARIES   IN  THE   UNITED  STATES. 

Including  those  only  which  exceeded  30,000  in  1885  and  1888,  respectively. 


(a.)    Bi/  iJie  *  •  Library  list "  bawtd  on  the 
U.  8.  Bureau  of  Eduaition  tables, 

[Date,  Dec.  31.  1885.] 

(1.)  Library  of  Congress, 

WashingUm.  D.  C,       565,134 
(2.)  Boston  Public  Library, 

Boston,  Ma^s.,  434,837 

(3.)  Astor  Library, 

New  York,  N.  Y.,         223,284 
(4.)  Library  Company  of  Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia,  Pai.,  150,000 

(5.)  Cincinnati  Public  Library, 

Cincinnati,  O.,  142,153 

(6.)  Chicago  Public  Library, 

Chicago,  111.,  119,570 

(7.)  Sutro  Library, 

San  Francisco,  Cal.,      110,000 
(8.)  Peabody  Institute, 

Baltimore.  Md.,  88.000 

(9.)  Apprentices'  Library, 

New  York,  N.  Y..  69,537 

(10.)  San  Francisco  Free  Public  Lib'y, 

San  Francisco,  Cal.,        65,000  j 
(11.)  Free  Public  Library,  i 

Worcester,  Mass.,  63.941 

(12.)  St.  Louis  Public  Library. 

St.  Louis.  Mo.,  60,000 


(b.)    By  latest  reports  from  t?ie  various 

libraries. ' 

[Date,  Dec.  31,  1888.-] 

(1.)  Library  of  Congress, 

Washington,  D.  C.      615,600 
(2.)  Boston  Public  Library, 

Boston,  Mass.,  505,872 

(3.)  Astor  Library, 

New  York.  N.  Y.,       229,59^ 
(4.)  Cincinnati  Public  Library*, 

Cincinnati,  O.,  154,941 

(5.)  Library  Company  of  Philadelphia. 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,         154.271 
(6.)  Chicago  Public  Library, 

Chicago,  111..  143.214» 

(7.)  Sutro  Library,  San  Framtisco. 

Cal.,  Aht.  133.000 

(8.)  PealKKly  Institute, 

Baltimore.  Md.,  95.130 

(9.)  Detroit  Public  Library. 

Detroit,  Mich..  85.622 

(10.)  Apprentices'  Library, 

New  York,  N.  Y.,  78.184 

(11.)  Free  Public  Library, 

Worcester,  Mass..  73,916 

(12.)  St.  Louis  Public  Library, 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,       Abt  70. (KK)* 


1  TbiH  IJHt  of  37  public  librarieM  exceeding  30,000  voIumcH,  cunUiDs  severni  quite  difierent  types 
of  library  orgunixatiou  and  cuuditioiiH  :  (1)  tliut  of  the  Library  of  ConKrenn,  here  included  becaume 
it  Ih,  for  the  reHldenlH  of  WuMiiinKton  only,  a  free  public  library;  (2)  that  represented  by  the  Libra- 
ry Company  of  I'biladelpiiia.  the  t<t.  Louis  Public  Library,  and  the  Buffalo  Library,  Id  which  a 
library  otiginally  for  shareholders,  ih  made  free  to  the  public  in  a  limited  way;  (3)  that  represeDtttl 
by  the  Apprentices'  Library  and  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  Library,  both  iii  the  city 
of  New  Yorli,  in  which  a  library  originally  for  shareholders  lias  been  made  wholly  free  to  the  pub- 
lic; (4)tiiat  represented  by  the  Astor  Library,  Peabody  Institute,  t<utro  Library,  Bancroft  Pacific 
Library,  Watkinson  Library  of  Reference,  Ia'uox  Library  and  (irosveuor  Library,  all  of  which  are 
free  to  the  puUlle,  but  for  reference  only,  and  not  for  circulation;  (G)  that  represented  by  only  two 
libraries,  the  iSilas  lironson  Library  and  the  Providence  Public  Lil)rary,  both  of  which  are  wholly 
free  to  the  public,  botii  for  reference  and  for  circulation,  but  liave  not  hitherto  received  any  aupport 
from  municipal  fundn;  and  laMly  (6)  the  '^1  remaiuiug  libraries  which  are  not  only  public  and  free 
for  reference  and  circulation  aliiie,  but  are  supported  by  regular  municipal  appropriation*. 

5*    UuicHM  otlierwiiie  ptated. 

3    Adding  the  no.  of  pamphlets,  174,325. 

*    July  1,  IbW,  67,'J21. 
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(13.) 

Detroit  Public  Library, 

Detroit,  Mich., 

59,653 

(14.] 

(  City  Library, 

Springfield,  Mass., 

55,000 

(15.) 

1  Buftalo  Library, 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.. 

53,000 

(16] 

►  Free  Public  Library, 

New  Bedford,  Mass. , 

50,000 

(17.) 

1  Cleveland  Public  Library, 

Cleveland,  O.. 

45,905 

(18.: 

1  Bancroft  Pacific  Library, 

San  Francisco,  Cal.. 

45,000 

(1«.; 

\  Enoch  Pratt  Free  Library, 

Baltimore,  Md., 

40,888 

(20.] 

\  Watkinson  Library  of  Reference, 

Hartford,  Ct., 

40,000 

(21.: 

1  Indianapolis  Public  Library, 

Indianapolis,  Ind., 

39,590 

(22.: 

)  Haverhill  Public  Library, 

Haverhill,  Mass., 

39,268 

(23.: 

1  Silas  Bronson  Library, 

Walerbury,  Ct., 

36,500 

(24] 

1  Milwaukee  Public  Library 

• 

Milwaukee,  Wis., 

34,687 

(25.; 

1  New  York  Y.  MCA.  Library, 

New  York,  N.  Y., 

33,111 

(26.) 

1  Providence  Public  Library 

r 

Providence,  R.  I., 

33,047 

(27.) 

Grosvenor  Library, 

Buffalo,  N.  Y., 

31.000 

(28.) 

1  Portland  Public  Library, 

Portland,  Me., 

31,000 

(29. 

)  Brookline  Public  Library, 

Brookline,  Muss., 

30,842 

(30. 

)  City  Library, 

Lowell,  Mass., 

30,000 

(13. 

(14. 
(15. 

(16. 
(17. 
(18. 
(19. 

(20. 
(21. 


( 


2*> 


(23. 
(24. 
(25. 
(26. 
(27. 
(28. 
(29. 
(30. 
(31. 
(32. 
(83. 


Enoch  Pratt  Free  Library, 

Baltimore,  Md.,  69,450 

City  Library, 

Springfield,  Mass.,  65,021 

Buffalo  Library, 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  60.969 

Cleveland  Public  Library,  Cleve- 
land, O.,  55,292 

Free  Public  Library,  New  Bed- 
ford. Mass.,  Abt.  50,000 

liancroft  Pacific  Library,  San 
Francisco,  Cal,       Abl.  .50,000 

San  Francisco  Free  Public  Lib'y, 
San  Francisco,  Cal.,  (June  30, 
1888),  49.475 

Milwaukee  Public  Library, 

Milwaukee.  Wis.,  46,837 

Haverhill  Public  Library, 

Haverhill.  Mass.,  46,410 

New  York  Free  Circulating  Lib'y 
New  York,  N.  Y.,  (Oct.  31. 
1888),  46.387 

Silas  Brousou  Library, 

Walerbury,  Ct.,  43,251 

Watkinson  Lib'y  of  Refnce',  Hart- 
ford, Ct.,  (Dec.  11,  1888).42,521 

Providence  Public  Library, 

Providence,  R.  I.,  41,301 

Indianapolis  Public  Library-, 
Indianapolis,  Ind.,  40,567 

Lenox  Library, 

New  York,  N.  Y.,  AM.  40.000 

Lynn  Free  Public  Library, 

Lynn,  Mass.,  38,950 

New  York  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Library, 
New  York,  N.  Y.,  36.434 

City  Library, 

Lowell.  Mass.,  35,4.S3 

Peoria  Public  Library, 

Peoria,  111  ,  ^R  35,000 

Pall  River  Public  Library, 

Fall  River,  Mass  .  34.596 

Brookline  Public  Library, 

Brookline,  Mass  ,  33,723 


>     The  library  of  the  Conoeeticut  Uiatoricia  tiociety,  used  largely  in  connection  with  this,  baa 
ibout  '25,000  volumea. 
*    About  2,000  volumea,  replacing  loat  copiea,  are  to  be  added  to  above. 
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(34.)  Grosvenor  Library, 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  AM.  33,000 
(35.)  Portland  Public  Library, 

Portland,  Me.,  Aht.  33,000 
(36.)  City  Library, 

Manchester,  N.  H.,  31,250 
(37.)  Free  Public  Library, 

Lawrence.  Mass.,  81,069 

From  the  above  enumeration  are  excluded  (1)  state  and  similar  libraries,  of 
which  there  were  in  the  United  States  in  1885,  22  above  30.000  ;  (2)  libraries  of 
historical,  medical  and  similar  societies,  of  which  there  were  11 ;  (3)  libraries  of 
colleges  and  other  educational  iustilutions,  of  which  there  were  24  ;  (4)  libraries 
open  only  to  shareholders,  of  which  there  were  11. 

• 

[D.]      PUBLIC  LIBRARIES,    IN   THE  ORDER  OF  TUEIR  TOTAL  ANNUAL   INCOME. 

Including  those  only  above  $5,000.00. 

Date.      (  Received  from  the  )  Total  anouftl  in«ome>. 
I  muoicipal  appro'n ) 

1.  Boston   Public  Library,   Boston, 

Mass- 1888         $135,400  60  8143,000  00 

2.  Chicago    Public     Library,    Chi- 

cago, 111  ,  (May  31)=* 1888  80,324  00  83,305  50 

3.  Cincinnati    Public  Library,  Cin- 

cinnati, O..  (June  30) 1888  45,113  07  5»,351  81 

4.  Library   Company    of    Philadel- 

phia, Philadelphia.  Pa.,  (May).  1888 51,053  77 

5.  Detroit    Public  Library,  Detroit. 

Mich 1887  26,930  77  50,388  85 

6.  Enoch  Pratt   Free  Library,  Bal- 

timore. Md 1888  50,000  00  Ahi.  50.000  00 

7.  Newark  Public  Library,  Newark, 

N.  J ". 1889^  33,000  00  33,000  00 

8.  Silas    Bron.sou    Library.    Water- 

bury,  Ct 1887 80,858  00 

9.  San  PVancisco  P>ee  Public  Lib'y 

San  Francisco,  Cal..  (June  30),  1888  18,415  06  30,327  19 

10.  Cleveland  Public  Library,  Cleve- 

land. O.,  (Aug.  31) 1888  23,389  54  29,145  36 

11.  New   York  Free  Circulating  Li- 

brary,    New    York,    N.     Y., 

(Sept.  30) 1888  12,500  01  28,084  57 

12.  Milwaukee   Public  Library,  Mil- 

waukee, Wis.,  (Aug.  31) 1888  22,243  04  27,610  60 

>    The  laDKiinge,  "  total  annual  inoomc"  iH  here  taken  to  Mtand  for  not  merely  the  sum*  yielded 
by  inveHic'd  funcl«,  but  also  the  niiuur  receipts  from  tines,  etc. 
^    Financial  year  ending  Dec.  .31,  ezcefit  when  otherwise  stated.    The  year  is  1888  or  1887. 
3    To  go  into  operation  during  the  year  188!). 
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Dale.      (  Received  from  the  )    Total  anoual  income, 
'i  muDicipai  appro'n ) 

18.  Astor  Library.  New  York,  N.  Y.,  1888 23,166  88 

14.  Free  Public  Library,  Worcester, 

Mass.,  (Nov.  30). 1888  S  14.500  00'  22,094  64 

i    4,006  89  (dog  tax.) 

15    8t.    Louis    Public    Library,    St. 

Louis,  Mo.,  (July  1) 1888  14,000  00  20,781  28 

16.  City  Library,  Spriugfield,  Mass., 

(May  7) 1888  <  12.600  00  20.329  02 

'(    2,444  48  (dog  tax.) 

17  Omaha  Public  Library,  Omaha, 

Neb 1888    Abl.  19,600  00  Abl.  19,600  00 

18  Pealx)dy     Institute,     Baltimore, 

Md..  (June  1) 1888 18,326  20 

19.  Indianapolis  Public  Lii)rary,  In- 

dianapolis, Ind.,  (June  30)....  1888  16,680  81  AM,  16.680  81 

20.  Free  Public  Library,  New  Haven, 

Ct.,  (Nov.  1) 1887  15,000  00  15,594  52 

21.  City    Library,     Lowell,     Mass., 

(Dec.  23) 1887  j  12.000  00  15,423  15 

i    2,820  96  (dog  tax.) 

22.  Newberry  Library,  Chicago,  111., 

(Jan.  5) 1888 15,000  00 

23.  Buffalo  Library,  Buffalo,  N,  Y., 

(Feb.  28) 1888 14,009  89 

24.  Apprentices'  Library,  New  York, 

N.  Y.,  (Dec.  28) 1888  10,000  00  13,700  00 

25.  Fall  River  Public  Library,   Fall 

River,  Mass 1888  7,000  00  13,246  95 

26.  St.  Paul  Public  Library,  St.  Paul. 

Minn.,  (Jan.  31) 1888  9,384  64  12.250  68 

27.  Free  Public    Library,    Paterson, 

N.  J 1888  7.813  40  11,481  40 

28.  Brookline  Public  Library,  Brook- 

line.  Mass.  (Feb.  1) 1888  7,000  00-  11,352  15 

29    Newton  Free  Library,   Newton. 

Mass 1888  10,170  00  10,616  95 

30.  Public  Library,    New    Bedford. 

Mass 1887  5,100  00  10,512  38 

:il.  Peoria    Public   Library,    Peoria, 

111 1888  10,5(H)  00  Abt.  10,500  00 

32.  Reynolds     Library,     Rochester, 

N.  Y 1886 10,158  43 

33.  Maiden  Public  Library,  Maiden, 

Mass 1887  \    3.250  00  9,908  40 

i    1,305  18 

1     AIm>,  for  building  lot,  1888,  $35,000.00  more. 

*    Also,  for  apeclal  building  pnrpoaee  in  1888,  $16,500  more. 
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Date,     j  Received  from  the )   Total  annual  inoome. 
(  municipal  appro'n  ( 

34.  Free  Public   Libmry,  Lawrence, 

Mass 1887  j  6.500  00  9.727  52 

(  1,807  13  (dog  tax.) 

35.  Toledo  Public  Library.   Toledo, 

0 1887  7,699  20  8,655  68 

36.  Cambridge  Public  Library.  Cam- 

bridge, Mass 1887  8,500  00  8,534  34 

37.  Lynn     Public     Library,     Lynn, 

Mass 1887  i  3,000  00 

'i  3,390  40  (dog  tax.)      8.360  14 

38.  Providence  Public  Library,  Prov- 

idence, R  1 1888 8,821  32» 

39.  Bridgeport  Public  Lib'y,  Bridge- 

port, Ct. ,  (June  1) 1888  7,400  61  7.790  09 

40.  Haverhill  Public  Library,  Ilaver- 

hill,  Mass 1888  1,800  00  6.588  65 

41.  Apprentices*    Library    Company 

Philadelphia.  Pa 1888 6,776  66 

42.  Taunton   Public  Library.  Taun- 

ton, Mass 1887  j  4,000  00  6,218  97 

i  1,821  30  (dog  tax.) 

43.  Free  Public  Library,  Pawtucket, 

R.  L,  (Nov.  30) 1888  5,500  00  5.700  00 

44.  Somerville  Public  Library,  Somer- 

ville,  Mass 1887  j  3,500  00  5,633  95 

(  1,835  46  (dog  tax.) 

45.  Fitchburg  Public  Library,  Fitch- 

burg,  Mass 1887  4,000  00  5,453  85 

46.  Peabody      Institute,      Peabody, 

Mass.,  (Jan.  31) 1888  6,047  00 

[E.  I      PUBLIC   LIBRARIES,    IN  THE  ORDER  OF  THE  ANNUAL  BOOK  EXPENDITURE. 

Including  those  only  above  $2,000.00. 

Year.  Volumes.         Periodicals.    ( Total  book 

)  expenditure 

1.  Boston   Public   Libniry.  Boston, 

Mass 1888      $19,015  47    $4,372  12    $23,887  59 

2.  Enoch  Pratt  Free  Library,  Balti- 

more, Md 1888        17,273  42       1,248  09       18,521  51 

3.  Chicago  Public  Library,  Chicago, 

lll.,(May31) 1888        11,807  21       1,163  68       12,970  89 

4.  Detroit  Public  Library,   Detroit, 

Mich 1887        10,563  13  926  87       11,490  00 

»     fc*ec  page  41 . 
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APPENDIX  NO.  U.—Coniintud, 

Year.  Volames.         Periodicals.   (Total  book 

{ expenditure. 

5  Newberry  Library,  Chicago,  111., 

(Jan.  5) 1888 11,288  80 

6  Peabody  Institute,  Baltimore,  Md  , 

(Junel) 1888 11,038  70 

7.  City  Library,  Springfield,  Mass., 

(May7) 1888 9.418  48 

8.  Free  Public  Library,  Worcester, 

Mass.,  (Nov.  80) 1888         7.686  82       1.047  52        8,784  84 

9  New  York  Free  Circulating  Li- 
brary, New  York,  N.  Y., 
(Sept.  80) 1888 8,025  11 

10.  Milwaukee  Public   Library,  Mil- 

waukee. Wis  .  (Aug   31) 1888         5,926  66       1,712  96         7.689  62 

11.  Astor  Library,  New  York.  N.  Y.,  1888 7.500  00 

12.  Cincinnati  Public  Library,   Cin- 

cinnati. O  ,  (June  30) 1888         5,182  28       2,282  71        7.414  94 

13.  Library    Company    of    Philadel- 

phia. Philadelphia.  Pa.,  (May)    1888 6,189  84 

14.  New  Haven  Free  Public  Library, 

New  Haven,  Ct.,  (Nov.,) 1887 5.905  71 

15    St     Louis    Public    Library,    St. 

Louis.  Mo  ,  (July  1) 1888         4,594  64  655  11        5,249  75 

16.  City     Library,     Lowell,    Mass , 

(Dec  28) 1887         4,231  75  668  12        4,899  87 

17.  Apprentices'  Library,  New  York, 

N.  Y.,  (Dec.  2^) 1888 4,828  82 

18.  Buflfalo  Library,  Buffalo,  N.  Y., 

(Feb.  28) 1888         8.697  06  625  68        4.322  74 

19.  New  Bedford  Free  Public  Libra- 

ry, New  Bedford.  Mass 1887 4,809  55 

20    St.  Paul  Public  Library,  St.  Paul, 

Minn.,  (Jan  31) 1888         3,736  08  58  88        8,794  41 

21.  Silas   Bronsou    Library,    Water- 

bury.  Ct 1887 8,659  14 

22.  Newton  Free  Library,  Newton, 

Mass.  1888 8.65198 

28.  Haverhill  Public  Library,  Haver- 
hill, Mass 1888         2,947  48  480  08        8.427  51 

24.  Fall  River  Public  Library,  Fall 

River,Mas8 1887 3,848  78 

25.  Toledo  Public  Library.  Toledo, 

0 1888         2,688  85  270  24        2,958  59 

26.  San  Francisco  Free  Public  Lib'y, 

San  Francisco,  Cal,  (June  80),  1888 2.798  48 
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Year.         Volumes.         Perlodicale.  J  Total  book 

I  expmidltoro. 

27.  Taunton   Public  Library,   Taun- 

ton,  Mass 1887 2,408  61 

28.  Lynn     Public    Library,     Lynn, 

3Iass 1887         2,266  02  823  22        2,589  24 

29.  Free    Public  Library.   Paterson, 

N.  J.,  (Jan.  81) 1888         2.082  24  479  99        2,513  88 

30  Cleveland  Public  Library,  Cleve- 
land, O.,  (Aug.  31) 1888 2,460  90 

81.  Maiden  Public  Library,  Maiden, 

Mass ...1887 2,480  44 

82.  Free  Public  Library,  Lawrence, 

Mass 1887  1,858  49  498  44        2,851  98 

38.  Bridgeport  Public  Liby,  Bridge- 
port, Ct ...  1887 2,206  80 

34,  Providence  Public  Library,  Prov- 
idence. R.  1 1888         1,900  00  270  00        2,170  00 

Note. — So  many  of  the  printed  reports  of  libraries  state  as  the  amount  of  **  book 
expenditure,"  the  sum  expended  both  for  books  and  periodicals  that  it  has  been 
found  necessary,for  purposes  of  comparison, to  make  this  the  total  in  every  iostance 
Where  it  is  possible,  however,  the  sums  spent  for  volumes  and  periodicals  are 
given  separately  also. 


[F.]      COMPARATIVE  POSITION   OP  THIS  LIBRARY,   IN   POBEGOING  eTATIBTICB. 

Of  the  24  libraries  above  enumerated  as  exceeding  this  in  number  of  Tolumes, 
five  have  been  founded  since  this,  namely,  the  Sutro  Library,  Enoch  Pratt  Free 
Library,  San  Francisco  Free  Public  Library,  Milwaukee  Public  Library,  and  the 
New  York  Free  Circulating  Library. 

Of  the  87  libraries  which  surpass  it  in  total  annual  income,  18  are  the  public 
libraries  of  cities  and  towns  of  smaller  population  than  Providence,  and  28  of 
cities  and  towns  with  smaller  valuation. 

Of  the  33  libraries  which  surpass  it  in  annual  book  expenditure,  17  are  the 
public  libraries  of  cities  and  towns  with  smaller  valuation  than  ProTidence. 

The  relations  above  indicated  are  so  anomalous  as  to  need  no  more  Uian  men- 
tion. 
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11.'  The  report  of  tliat  committee  was  presented  to  the  Common  Coun- 
cil, June  10,  1889,^  and  is  of  so  mucii  interest  that  a  portion  of  it  is 
here  subjoined. 

They  report  "  that  they  have  carefully  considered  the  message  of  the 
mayor,  and  the  petition  of  said  trustees^  and  liave  made  a  thorough 
investigation  of  the  condition  and  working  of  the  Public  Library,  and 
have  heard  the  statements  and  views  of  promiuent  citizens  who  are 
interested  in  it.  They  find  the  statements  in  the  accompanying  petition 
of  the  trustees  fully  supported  by  the  facts,  and  believe  that  the  re- 
quest which  they  make  ought  to  be  granted.  The  present  organization, 
originated  and  brought  to  a  high  degree  of  efficiency  by  private  dona- 
tions, has  already  accomplished  a  large  portion  of  the  work  which  it 
would  be  necessary  to  perform  anew  at  a  large  expense  if  the  city  were 
to  attempt  the  establishment  of  a  Public  Library  of  its  own.  In  this 
organization  the  city  is  already  officially  represented,  and  the  manage- 
ment of  it  is  substantially  the  same  as  if  it  were  under  the  exclusive 
control  of  the  city.  The  additional  sum  which  your  committee  recom- 
mend should  be  added  to  the  resources  of  the  Public  Library  from  the 
public  money  will  enable  it  to  do  much  more  efficient  work  than  any 
sum  which  the  city  could  use  in  an  institution  of  its  own.  Your 
committee  are  unanimously  of  the  opinion  that  this  Public  Library, 
already  existing  in  the  city,  is  a  useful  and  a  necessary  adjunct  to 
the  educational  system  sustained  by  the  city  in  its  public  schools,  and 
properly  appeals  to  the  treasury  for  an  appropriation  towards  its  sup- 
port.*" 

Action  was  taken  in  consequence  of  this  report  by  the  city  govern- 
ment at  successive  meetings,  the  result  being  that  the  sum  of  S3, 500 
was  appropriated  to  this  library,  July  8,  1889,*  and  the  sum  of  $7,500, 
Dec.  7,  1889.*  The  reason  for  this  divided  action,  it  should  be  stated, 
lies  in  the  fact  that  in  July  no  larger  sum  than  ^3,500  was  available, 
the  end  of  the  city's  financial  year  being  so  near  at  hand.  As  a  begin- 
ning in  the  supplying  of  more  adequate  support,  this  is  to  be  regarded  as 


1  Thia  joint  committee  consisted  of  Messrs  Kdward  G.  Bui  rows  and  Henry  T.  Uoot  of  the  Board 
of  Aidermen.  and  Messrs  Samuel  T.  Douglas  (chairman),  John  W.  Angell,  and  Mortimer  H.  Hart- 
well  of  the  Common  Council.    ("  Providence  City  Manual,  1889,"  p.  58.) 

*  Providence  Journal,  June  11,  p.  8. 

*  Providence  Journal,  June  11,  p.  8. 

*  Providence  Jout-nal,  July  9,  p.  8.  The  resolution  passed  by  the  Common  Council^  Jane  10,  was 
amended  and  passed  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  July  2;  and  concurred  in  aa  amended,  by  the  Com- 
luou  Council,  July  8,  1889. 

^  "Approved  December  10,18^9."  "An  ordinance  appropriating  $7,500.00  for  the  aid  of  the 
Providence  Public  Library."  It  passed  the  Ccmmon  Council,  December  2,  and  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, December  7,  1889,  and  was  approved  December  10,  1889. 
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a  promising  step  in  the  direction  already  taken  by  nearly  every  Ameri- 
can city.  Yet  even  more  gratifying  than  the  actual  money  thus  re- 
ceived must  be  considered  the  expressions  of  interest*  and  apprecia- 
tion which  the  city's  action  was  the  occasion  of  calling  out.  This  is 
true  not  only  of  the  members  of  the  committee  itself,  but  of  other 
members  of  the  city  government,  several  of  whom  later  expressed  their 
intention  of  taking  the  floor  in  advocacy  of  the  passage  of  the  meas- 
ure, which,  however,  in  the  absence  of  opposition,  was  unnecessary. 
Two  points  in  the  committee's  report  are  worthy  of  further  notice. 
These  are,  the  reference  to  the  library's  work  as  an  adjunct  of  the 
schools,  and  the  definite  impulse  which  such  an  appropriation  as  the 
one  in  question  would  give  to  the  effectiveness  of  the  library's  work. 
To  consider  the  second  of  these  two  first,  it  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to 
state  that  during  the  second  half  of  the  library  year,  the  effect  of  this 
action  was  almost  immediately  felt.  As  has  been  before  remarked% 
few  libraries  are  better  equipped  than  ourswith  the  opportunity  for  ob- 
serving and  registering  what  particular  books  or  subjects  have  specially 
in  demand,  and  almost  even  the  degree  of  demand.  Heretofore  this 
knowledge,  it  is  true,  has  been  in  too  many  instances  only  an  aggrava- 
tion of  our  realization  of  the  library's  inability  to  procure  what  is 
wanted,  but  a  much  larger  percentage  of  such  cases  than  ever  before 
have  been  promptly  and  effectively  met  in  the  last  six  months,  whether 
by  buying  an  individual  book  wanted,  or  some  work  on  a  subject  about 
which  information  is  wanted,  or  by  multiplying  the  number  of  copies  of 
a  given  work  which  is  in  demand.  One  effort  in  this  line  is  of  unusual 
interest  and  importance,  namely,  the  industrial  purchase  for  which  the 
order  was  given  in  December.  It  has  long  been  felt  that  in  a  city  so 
preeminently  a  centre  of  industries  as  Providence  has  become,  no  more 
fitting  direction  could  be  selected  for  the  special  development  of  the 
resources  of  its  public  library,  than  in  meeting  as  perfectly  as  possible 
the  definite,  yet  widely  varied  needs  of  those  who  are  connected  with 
these  industries.  Accordingly,  lists  were  prepared,  from  the  best 
accessible  materials,  comprising  industrial  and  decorative  treatises  in 
every  department.     Slips  containing  these  titles  were  then  prepared  ; 


1  One  auch  expretaion  of  interest  from  outside  the  city  i«  worthy  of  meotion,  namely,  that  of  the 
leading  newspaper  in  the  neighboring  city  of  Worcester.  Under  the  ideal  conditions,  it  declares,  the 
**  librarian  becomes  a  teocher,  an  adviser,  and  a  helper  to  the  whole  community.  With  a  library 
of  weli-choaen  books  and  periodicals,  libfraliy  and  promptly  rep/en  is/led^  bo  as  to  keep  constantly 
supplied  with  the  best  recorded  thought  and  knowledge  of  the  time ,"  it  adds,  the  Public  Library 
may  become  one  of  the  most  indispensable  institutions  of  the  community.  "  Worcester  people  have 
learned  this,  and  we  suppose  Providence  people  are  leaminK  it  too."     Worcf^ter  Spy,  June  12, 1889. 

s    11th  annual  report,  p.  8. 
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and  to  various  gentlemen,  justly  regarded  as  specialists  in  their  own  de- 
partments, were  forwarded  sucti  of  ttie  titles  as  came  within  their  own 
specialties.  These  were  afterwards  returned,  with  a  brief  expression  of 
the  judgment  pronounced  upon  them,  and  from  the  titles  approved  in 
this  process  the  list  of  books  actually  purchased  was  made  up.  Over 
950  slips  were  passed  upon  in  this  way,  by  about  thirty  gentlemen 
recognized  as  specialists  in  their  own  departments,  not  only  in  Provi- 
dence, but  in  Boston,  Ithaca,  New  York,  and  elsewhere.  After  throw- 
ing  out  all  titles  not  approved,  over  400  titles  remained  which  were 
recommended  for  purchase,  whereas  the  sum  at  our  disposal  for  the 
present  occasion  admitted  only  of  purchasing  about  150  of  these.*  It 
is  obvious,  therefore,  that  still  further  financial  relief  will  be  of  very 
direct  benefit  to  those  in  the  community  who  look  to  the  library  for 
material  of  this  description.  As  regards  the  library*fi  function  as  an 
adjunct  to  the  schools,  it  is  gratifying  to  say  that  it  has  never  before 
been  able  to  render  so  complete  a  service  in  this  direction.  Not  only 
has  the  use  of  the  library  by  the  special  "  school  cards'"  been  very 
greatly  devdoped  and  extended,  and  the  habit  of  research  in  the  pupils 
encouraged  and  increased,  but,  for  the  first  time  in  the  library's  opera- 
tion, it  has  felt  warranted  in  expending  the  entire  amount  received 
from  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  ($200.00),  in  duplicating  books  most 
needed  in  connection  with  school  work.'  In  deciding  upon  the  books 
to  be  procured  with  this  amount,  great  care  was  exercised.  Each 
grammar  master  was  requested  to  make  his  nomination  of  such  books 
as  he  felt  would  be  most  directly  useful  in  connection  with  the  studies 
pursued  under  his  direction.  From  the  titles  thus  received  the  list  of 
those  actually  purchased  was  arrived  at,  the  number  of  copies  in  each 
instance  being  proportioned  to  the  amount  of  money  available  for  use. 
In  this  way  an  appreciable  gain  has  been  made,  in  meeting  the  inevita- 
ble difficulty  referred  to  in  the  report  of  last  year,  namely,  that  "  the 
concentration,"  of  the  use  by  pupils,  '^  on  individual  books  had  re- 


1  For  these  volumen  the  8um  of  $755.25  was  paid.  Tbey  are  included  under  the  following  sub- 
jects: Applications  of  chemistry,  13  volumes;  of  mechanics,  9;  of  physics,  4;  of  electricity,  26;  of 
metallurgy,  6;  of  engineering,  (including  hydraulic  operations,  sewerage,  and  sanitation),  28;  nao- 
tlcal  engineering,  1;  railroadt*,  (Including  street  railway  lines),  5;  appllcatloDs  of  steam,  9;  textile 
operations,  6;  machinery,  9;  and  decorative  designs,  32;  total,  148*  Hee  Providence  Journal^ 
March  1, 1890. 

3    707  of  these  special  cards  have  been  issued. 

'  Am  ong  the  books  thus  obtained  are  John  Flake's  '*  War  of  Independence,'*  and  "Washington 
and  his  country,"  E.  E.  Hale's  "  The  life  of  (tcorgc  Washington  studied  anew,"  Franklin's  *<Auto- 
biography,"  (edited  by  Montgomery);  Drake's  "The  making  of  New  England  "  and  *'  The  naaking 
of  the  Great  West,"  and  Brooks's  "Abraham  Lincoln." 

A  grammar  school  principal  in  this  city  has  recently  made  a  statement  which  throws  ligfat 
on  the  tendency  of  children's  reading  at  present,  namely,  that  now  "a  boy  who  brings  nicfcel 
stories  to  scliool  is  unpopular  with  his  classmates."    {Providencf  Joitmal,  March  10, 1880.) 
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peatedly  had  the  result  of  creating  a  scarcity."^  The  testimony  of 
teachers,  as  well  as  pnpils,  to  the  very  definite  relief  thus  afforded  has 
been  emphatic  and  gratifying. 

It  is,  therefore,  in  no  restricted  sense  that  the  '^  new  relations  "  of 
the  library  may  be  here  cited,  both  as  regards  the  city  government"  and 
as  regards  the  community. 

THE   year's   growth. 

In  the  report  of  one  year  ago  it  was  stated  that  the  number  of  vol- 
umes purchased  was  "  larger  than  in  any  previous  year.*"  This  year's 
report  shows  a  larger  number  still,  namely,  2,705.^  These  volumes, 
moreover,  do  not  represent  to  the  full,  the  increased  sums  available  for 
the  purchase  of  books  through  the  appropriation  from  the  city,  since 
several  of  the  orders  given  in  consequence  of  that  accession  came  so 
late  as  to  bring  the  delivery  of  the  volumes  within  the  year  1890.  The 
total  sum  expended  for  both  books  and  periodicals  during  the  year  is 
84,268.80,'  as  compared  with  $2,170.00'  of  the  preceding  year.  Even 
this  sum,  however,  has  necessitated  the  most  careful  discrimination 
between  proposed  purchases  of  nearly  equal  serviceableness,  and  the 
reluctant  abandonment  of  many  possible  accessions  of  exceptional 
value.  Still  important  progress  has  been  made  during  the  year  in  fill- 
ing noteworthy  vacancies  in  our  collection  of  standard  works,  rare  and 
loug  out  of  print,  in  numerous  instances  at  very  unusual  bargains.' 

The  number  of  volumes  received  by  gift,'  moreover,  has  been  stead- 
ily increasing  during  the  last  few  years,  and  for  the  year  just  closed 
shows  the  highest  number  from  the  beginning,  with  the  exception  of 
the  valuable  Cooke  and  Harris"  collections,  six  years  ago.  Of  the 
noteworthy  gifts  of  the  past  year,  several  deserve  especial  mention. 


1     lltb  annual  report,  p.  9. 

s  In  the  report  of  one  year  ago  ^p.  42-50),  tablen  and  statisticM  were  given,  from  which  it  was 
apparent,  not  only  that  this  city  stood  ahnor«t  alone  in  not  appropriating  money  to  the  support  of 
the  public  library,  but  in  certain  otlicr  respect*,  including  the  extremely  small  annual  book  expen- 
diture. One  of  these  conditions  having  been  reversed,  there  is  reason  to  hope  for  improvement  in 
the  other  also.  In  an  article  by  Dr.  A.  B.  Hart,  in  the  Quarterly  Journal  of  EconomU'Ht  Jan.,  1890, 
V.  4,  p.  144  242,  the  sUtistics  arc  cited. 

3    11th  annual  report,  p.  3. 

*    Pec  Ap|»endix  No.  4. 

A     Books,  $3,954.26;  Periodicals,  $314.51 . 

•*    See  11th  annual  report,  p.  50. 

7    Bee  Appendix  No.  5,  for  the  number  of  accessions  in  each  class. 

"    See  Appendices  3  and  12. 

'  While  no  general  printed  catalogue  of  the  Harris  Collection  has  as  yet  been  issued,  there  is 
now  in  preparation  a  printed  bibliography,  with  annotations  of  the  portion  of  it  included  under 
the  heading,  '*  The  United  States  constitution  in  civil  war." 
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One  is  the  invaluable  collection  of  statistical  publications  made  by  the 
late  Dr.  Edwin  Miller  Snow,  during  his  long  life  as  a  statistician,  and 
presented  to  this  library  by  Mrs.  Snow  after  his  death.  It  comprises 
in  all  about  1,800  publications,*  including  census,  educational,  charity, 
registration  reports,  etc.,  with  statistical  atlases,  published  by  nearly  all 
the  governments  of  Europe.  Dr.  Snow  took  an  intimate  interest  in  this 
library  during  his  life,  and  it  was  his  wish,  several  times  expressed, 
that  these  reports  should  find  their  destination  here.  It  has  already 
proved  of  great  service  to  students  of  economics,  and  is  certain  to 
prove  still  more  useful  in  the  future.  Another  gift  is  of  a  totally  dif- 
ferent character,  and  yet,  considering  the  multiform  directions  in  which 
this  library  is  called  to  render  its  service,  by  no  means  less  useful.  It 
consists  of  over  GOO  volumes,  of  books  in  most  constant  demand,  re- 
ceived from  the  Richmond  Manufacturing  Co.,'  being  a  portion  of  the 
late  Woonasquatucket  Library.*  Of  other  important  gifts,  that  from 
Mr.  H.  F.  Carpenter,  of  the  reports  on  the  **  Natural  history  of  the 
Slate  of  New  York,"  in  18  quarto  volumes ;  and  that  of  Mr.  Isaac  C. 
Bates,  of  the  *'  Musee  Napoleon,'*  (and  "  Musc'e  Royal  "),  in  11  vol- 
umes, are  noteworthy,  as  is  also  the  quite  unique  volume  received  from 
Mr.  J.  F.  P.  Lawton,  near  the  close  of  the  year,  and  described  in  detail 
in  the  Providence  Journal  of  December  30,  1889. 

A  word  should  be  added  as  to  the  *'  List  of  periodicals  currently  re- 
ceived,*** the  number  of  which,  it  will  be  observed,  has  risen  during 
the  year,  from  132  to  163.  Of  these  12  are  devoted  to  natural  science, 
23  to  practical  science,  and  7  to  art ;  while  such  independent  subdivi- 
sions of  the  general  subject  as  entomology,  ornithology,  and  landscape 
gardening,  as  well  as  engineering,  textiles,  railroads,  electricity,  chem- 
istry, machinery,  and  the  microscope,  are  each  represented  by  a  peri- 
odical devoted  especially  to  itself.*  In  an  increasing  degree,  from  year 
to  year,  the  library  is  coming  to  contain  what  will  appeal  to  the  intelli- 
gent interest  of  all  classes  in  the  community,  in  periodical  literature* 
no  less  than  in  the  books  themselves. 


1     See  Library  Jour uuU  i>ec.,  1889,  v.  14,  p.  471. 

3    See  Appendix  Xo.  12. 

3  In  tbiM  connection  aUo  should  be  mentioned  a  valuable  gift  of  bound  volumes  of  periodicnls 
from  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  which  also  was  of  great  service  in  supplementing  sets 
of  works.    See  Appendix  No.  11. 

*    This  list  is  printed  in  full,  in  Appendix  No.  1. 

A  It  should  be  mentioned  also  that  besides  periodicals  in  English,  the  French,  German  and 
Swedish  languages  are  included  in  the  list. 

'^  See  also  Appendix  No.  10  for  vacancies  still  existing  in  the  sets  of  periodicals,  (bound),  and 
needing  to  be  filled. 
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THE  year's  use. 


The  most  interesting  feature  of  the  use  of  the  past  year  is  perhaps 
the  showing  in  regard  to  fiction  as  compared  with  the  more  solid  depart- 
ments of  reading.  In  last  year's  report  tiie  percentage  of  fiction  reg- 
istered for  that  year  was  found  to  be  "a  lower  percentage  than  we 
ever  before  reported."*  It  was  therefore  no  part  of  the  expectations 
entertained  in  regard  to  the  sliowing  of  the  year  just  closed,  that  it 
would  sink  lower  still,  particularly  in  view  of  the  fact  that  a  consider- 
able portion  of  the  additional  expenditure  of  the  second  half  of  the 
year  was  applied  to  multiplying  the  number  of  copies  available,  of 
works  of  fiction  which  were  found  to  be  in  constant  demand.  Never- 
theless, such  is  the  case.'  The  fiction  percentages  of  the  seven  suc- 
cessive years,  beginning. with  1883  and  ending  with  1889,  show  an  un- 
interrupted decline,  as  follows:  70+,  66+,  62+,  61  +  ,  58+,  57+, 
56+.  It  can  hardly  be  expected  to  continue  in  the  same  uninterrupted 
decrease.  There  has,  however,  been  much  during  the  past  year  which 
has  very  noticeably  stimulated  and  developed  intelligent  reading  among 
those  using  the  library. 

Aside  from  the  reading  of  the  school  children  already  referred  to,' 
which  has  been  under  the  very  intelligent  guidance  of  their  teachers, 
an  increasing  disposition  has  been  observed,  on  the  part  of  the  public 
generally,  to  avail  themselves  of  the  helps  supplied  by  the  library  for 
topical  reading  *  and  study.  The  year  has  also  witnessed  the  appear- 
ance of  what  is  perhaps  an  unusual  number  of  treatises  or  descriptions, 
of  standard  value,  which  have  very  accurately  fallen  in  with  the  public 
desire  for  enlightment.  Instances  in  point  are  Bryce's  ''American 
commonwealth,"  *  and  Fiske's  "  Critical  period  of  American  history,"" 
with  which  the  library  could  scarcely  have  been  well  enough  supplied 
if  it  had  had  scores  of  copies  of  each.     In  aggregate  use  the  year  just 

1  11  th  annual  report,  p.  5. 
«  Appendix  No.  7,  I).  (1). 
>    See  p.  6-7. 

*  During  the  latter  purt  of  the  year  the  formation  of  n  number  of  Catholic  *'  reading  clrciCH  "  ban 
resulted  in  the  development  of  some  very  encouraging  lineH  of  study  and  reading,  in  connection 
with  which  the  librarian  has  been  glad  to  make  this  institution  serve  a  useful  purpose.  Bee  the 
Pfifridence  Weekly  Viiifor^  Dec.  10,  1889.  Sec  also  recent  numbers  of  the  Catholic  Wurid,  in  con- 
nection with  the  "  Columbian  lieading  Unions." 

^  Of  this  seven  copies  were  added  in  succession,  but  did  not  succeed  in  leaving  a  copy  on  the 
shelf.  Vol.  1  was,  however,  taken  out  lul  times  during  the  year,  and  Vol  2  nearly  as  often.  iSach 
a  record  for  a  book  like  this  constantly  in  the  hands  of  readers  may  be  contrasted  with  the  more 
than  ten  times  greater  number  of  times  that  some  work  of  Action  might  be  read  through,  returnedi 
and  taken  out  again,  requiring  but  a  part  of  u  day's  attention. 

*  This  work  has  been  in  almost  constant  demand. 
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closed  shows  a  small  and  wholly  unimportant  gain  over  the  year  pre- 
ceding/ For  any  important  change,  as  has  been  more  than  once  re- 
marked before,  we  must  wait  until  the  library  is  stocked  in  a  manner 
more  nearly  adequate.  Great  as  has  been  the  improvement  in  this 
direction  during  the  past  year,  the  number  of  unsuccessful  applications 
for  books  continues  to  be  discouragingly  large,  and  shows  the  urgent 
need  of  funds  far  in  advance  of  those  at  present  available. 

THE   READERS. 

The  number  of  readers  registered  in  the  two  years,  1888  and  1889, 
is  8337,'  a  large  percentage  of  these  instances  being  the  re-issue  of 
cards  under  the  new  registration.'  As  in  previous  years,  the  wards 
showing  the  highest  registration  are  the  Fourth,  Fifth,  and  Second  ;  * 
while  the  relative  proportions  between  the  East  Side  and  West  Side 
wards  are  scarcely  changed  from  year  to  year.  It  is  evident  that  the 
present  location,  or  one  within  a  radius  of  about  one-fourth  of  a  mile, 
must  be  regarded  as  meeting  the  couvcnicnce  of  the  city's  population 
as  a  whole,  as  well  as  can  be  arranged  for.  Although  the  question  is 
occasionally  asked,  what  are  the  professions  or  occupations  more  or 
less  fully  benefited  by  the  library,  no  attempt  has  as  yet  been  made  to 
tabulate  such  a  representation  on  any  comprehensive  scale.  And  such 
an  attempt  is  the  less  required  since  a  careful  observation  of  almost 
any  single  day*^  will  show  that  practically  all  classes'  are  found  among 
the  library's  constituency.  The  librarian's  interest,  however,  does 
more  than  take  note  of  groups  or  classes  of  readers.  He  is  more  con- 
cerned with  the  needs  of  individual  readers.  To  quote  from  language 
recently  used  in  another  connection,  he  ^^  studies  units  more  than  un- 
analyzed  masses.      He  is  interested  in  discovering  what   individual 

1    See  Appendix  No.  7,  A. ;  also  Appendix  No.  9. 

s    See  11  tb  annual  report,  p.  16;  12tb  annual  report,  Appendix  No.  6.    The  number  in  nae  it 
present  is  8166. 
s    The  new  registration  was  begun  Jail.  1, 1888. 

*  See  Appendix  No.  6. 

*  The  Proridence  Snndai/  Journal  of  March  10, 1889,  contains  an  Interesting  illuitrmted  article 
on  a  reporter's  observations  of  a  day  at  the  library,  an  exceptionally  rainy  one,  by  the  way,  in  which 
the  wide  variety  of  classes  of  readers  is  emphatically  shown. 

*  For  the  wide  variety  of  lines  of  reading,  study,  and  inquiry  represented,  see  the  "Inquiries  on 
different  subjects  made  by  readers  during  December,  1887,"  in  the  11th  annual  report,  p.  22-25. 
The  library  has  from  the  first  been  used  uninterruptedly  by  the  students  of  Brown  University.  In 
the  "  Catalogue  of  the  officers  and  students  of  Brown  University,  1889-00,"  p.  71,  a  paragraph  of  ten 
lines  is  devoted  to  this  library. 


TWELFTH    ANNUAL    REPORT.  11 

book  will  best  fit  the  needs  of  an  individual  reader.  And  conversely, 
as  such  individual  book  comes  into  his  collection,  he  makes  it  a  matter 
of  concern  to  see  that  it  reaches  the  hands  of  the  individual  reader  (in 
some  cases  also  classes  of  readers)  to  whom  it  will  be  of  the  most 
direct  service.  To  be  sure,  the  more  '  general  *  methods  of  the  library, 
its  general  catalogue,  its  general  plan  of  administration,  its  general 
choice  of  books,  will  go  far  towards  covering  a  certain  percentage  of 
ivants  to  be  met  by  the  library.  Nearly  every  librarian  can  testify, 
however,  that  the  best  and  most  fruitful  instances  of  service  rendered 
by  the  library  are  not  met  hap-hazard ;  they  come  about  through  well- 
directed  care,  exercised  in  definite  directions,  with  specific  ends  in 
view.  They  involve  some  use  of  the  mails,  a  considerable  amount  of 
personal  consultation  and  conversation,  and  the  trained  habit  of  men- 
tally ^  pigeon-holing '  the  tastes  and  requirements  of  various  individ- 
ual readers,  as  well  as  of  the  contents  and  special  range  of  individual 
books. "» 

WHAT  NEEDS   ARE  MOST  URGENT. 

Where  needs  of  all  kinds  are  so  urgent, — including  those  of  books, 
money  and  service,— it  is  not  always  easy  to  single  out  any  one  of 
them.  And  yet  the  experiences  of  the  past  two  years  have  irresistibly 
impressed,  more  than  anything  else,  the  need  of  a  building.  It  is  true 
that  there  are  few  sounder  principles  to  be  observed,  whether  in  build- 
ing up  a  school,  a  college,  or  a  library,  than  that  of  ''  Books  before 
bricks  ;  "  and  yet  there  unquestionably  comes  a  time  when  the  lack  of 
adequate  accommodations  in  the  shape  of  a  building  constitutes  a  pos- 
itive hindrance  in  securing  the  usefulness  of  every  other  feature.  It 
may  well  be  questioned  whether  that  time  has  not  come  in  our  own  ex- 
perience, and  for  the  following  reasons :  (1)  Owing  to  the  lack  of  sep- 
aration between  the  Reading-room  and  the  Delivery  department,'  the 
constant  and  unavoidable  noise  connected  with  the  latter  has  become 
an  annoyance  and  interruption  to  those  using  the  former.  (2)  The 
necessity  for  using  the  same  desks  and  counters  to  serve  both  for  cat- 
alogues and  for  periodicals,  allows  us  to  do  justice  to  neither.  (3) 
While  it  has  been  the  aim  of  the  library  to  place  outside  the  counter 

»  Xew  England  Magazine,  <Dec.,  1889),  v.  1,  p.  446,  ("  The  public  library  as  a  help  to  the  hla- 
torlcal  student,'*  by  W.  K.  Foster).  As  In  previous  years,  the  librarian  has  Kiven  courses  of  lec> 
tures  at  the  School  of  Library  Economy,  (now  at  Albany,  N.  Y.) 

s  In  most  modem  built  libraries,  the  general  reading-room  for  periodicals,  etc.,  has  a  distinct 
room  to  itself,  as  indeed,  from  the  nature  of  its  use,  it  must  haYC. 
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on  shelv^s^  for  free  consultation  without  the  necessity  of  making  appli- 
cation, as  many  of  the  works  of  reference  in  all  departments  as  possi- 
ble, the  limit  of  space  for  that  purpose  has  now  been  reached  unless 
encroachment  be  made  on  the  admirably  lighted  reading-room,  by  far 
the  best  and  most  satisfactory  feature  of  the  whole  situation.  (4) 
More  and  more  the  library  is  becoming  a  resort  for  studious  readers 
with  the  purpose  of  serious  study,  and  requiring,  for  that  purpose, 
study-rooms  where  the  books  needed,  writing  materials,  and  compara- 
tive freedom  from  interruption  may  be  afforded.  Moreover,  when,  as 
is  frequently  the  case,  the  library  is  visited  by  teachers  with  their 
classes,  for  the  purpose  of  spending  an  hour  among  the  books  on  a 
special  subject,  no  room  exists  for  that  purpose,  unless  taken  from 
other  uses.  (5)  The  need  has  become  more  and  more  pressing,  not 
only  for  dressing-rooms  and  offices  for  the  trustees  or  the  librarian. 
but  even  for  the  necessary  work  of  cataloguing,  which  is  now  done 
under  great  disadvantages  in  the  general  delivery-room.  (6)  The  time 
ought  not  to  be  further  postponed  when  the  public  library  of  this  man- 
ufacturing city  shall  be  supplied  with  complete  sets  of  the  American  and 
British  patents  and  patent  specifications,  for  the  want  of  which  in  our 
collection  readers  are  obliged  constantly  to  go  to  Boston  or  Worcester  to 
consult  them  ;  but  before  procuring  them  it  is  absolutely  essential  to  de- 
vote the  necessary  space  to  bousing  them, — space  which  is  entirely  out  of 
the  question  in  these  quarters.  (7)  The  library  has  gradually  in  the  past 
few  years  been  accumulating  a  valuable  collection  of  rare  and  valuable 
volumes  and  plates,  more  especially  in  connection  with  the  mechanical 
and  art  industries  of  the  city.  For  these  choice  volumes  some  ade- 
quate provision  ought  to  be  made,  provision,  however,  which  is  impos- 
sible with  our  present  limited  space.  (8)  Even  on  the  shelves  of  the 
main  book-room  itself,  such  is  the  crowded  and  unsatisfactory  condi- 
tion of  the  books  that  their  use  is  seriously  interfered  with;  while  noth- 
ing in  the  way  of  any  permanent  improvement  in  lighting,  (whether 
by  additional  windows  for  daylight,"  or  electricity' for  artificial  light), 
can  be  intelligently  considered   until  there  is  some  certainty  as  to  the 

1  The  ollbrt  which  ie  about  to  be  made  by  the  Neivberry  Library,  of  Chicago,  to  solve  Uie  ques- 
tion of  periDittlDg  accees  to  the  shelves  by  readers,  on  tiic  part  of  a  library  of  the  largest  size,  by 
means  of  subdividing  the  library  as  a  whole,  into  department  libraries  capable  of  beiog  so  managed, 
is  of  coramandiDg  interest  among  modern  library  problems.  Bee  Library  Journal,  Feb.,  1890,  v.  15, 
p.  48-^9. 

3  The  library  suffers  the  disadvantage  of  being  housed  in  a  building  constructed  for  quite  other 
purposes  than  a  library,  and  in  which  the  windows,  even  with  the  most  careful  calculation,  are  a» 
far  as  possible  from  being  adjusted  to  the  space  to  bo  lighted. 

3  The  serious  injury  to  books  from  gas  and  hot  air,  especially  in  the  upper  space*  of  the  room  ia 
beyond  question. 
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length  of  oar  stay  in  the  present  quarters.  (9)  The  mere  question  of 
absolute  storage  of  volumes,  however,  at  our  rate  of  increase,  is  per- 
haps of  itself  conclusive.  There  is  no  probability  that  the  annual  rate 
of  increase  for  the  next  few  years  will  be  smaller  than  this  year's  in- 
crease, (5,044'),  (it  will  be  a  matter  of  regret  should  it  be  less),  but 
one  year  more  at  this  rate  will  carry  us  beyond  the  ''  shelving  capac- 
ity "  named  in  the  report  of  last  year^  as  the  maximum,  under  any 
satisfactory  conditions.  (10)  Lastly,  it  is  seriously  to  be  questioned 
whether  the  exceptionally  valuable  special  collections*  gradually  en- 
trusted to  our  care  during  the  past  ten  years  should  be  any  longer  kept 
by  us  in  a  building  which  is  not  fire-proof.  Far  beyond  the  extent 
which  the  figures  alone  would  indicate,  this  library  is  a  valuable  one, 
containing,  indeed,  not  a  few  things  which  could  not  be  replaced,  and 
requiring  from  us  every  reasonable  provision  for  their  protection. 

In  short,  this  institution  which  has  so  often  enjoyed  the  generous  in- 
terest of  our  citizens,  was  never  more  in  need  of  generous  support 
than  at  present.^ 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WILLIAM  E.  FOSTER, 

Librarian. 
February  14,  1890. 

*  See  Appendix  No.  2. 

3    lltb  annual  report,  p.  11. 

3  The  Harris  Collection  alone  coropriBes  In  some  of  its  departments  what  appear  to  be  complete 
collections  on  the  subject. 

*  Some  idea  of  the  extent  to  which  public  and  private  munificence  in  other  American  cities  and 
towns  iB  manifesting  itself  In  the  erection  of  library  buildings,  may  be  gained  from  Appendix  No. 
11,  showing  funds  for  public  library  buildinfi^s  in  the  United  States,  for  the  year  1889  only.  Bee  also 
Andrew  Carnegie's  article,  in  the  North  American  Review,  Dec.,  1889,  on  "  The  best  fields  for 
philanthropy."    Among  these,  he  declares,  "  A  free  library  occupies  the  first  place." 
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APPENDIX  NO.   1. 


PERIODICALS  CURRENTLY  RECEIVED. 

A.     General  lut* 

American  Agriculturist,  (monthly). 

American  Architect,  (Imperial  edition), 
(weekly). 

American  Florist,  (fortnightly). 

American  Garden,  (monthly). 

American  Journal  of  Philology,  (quar- 
terly). 

American  Journal  of  Science, 
(monthly). 

American  Machinist,  (monthly). 

American  Monthly  Microscopical  Jour- 
nal, (monthly). 

American  Naturalist,  (monthly). 

American  Notes  and  Queries,  (weekly) 

Andover  Review,  (monthly). 

Art  Amateur,  (monthly). 

Art,  (L')  pour  tons,  (bi-monthly). 

Artistic  Japan,  (monthly). 

Art-worker,  (monthly). 

Atlantic  Monthly,  (monthly). 

Blackwood's,  (monthly). 

Board  of  Trade  Journal,  (monthly). 

Book  Lover,  (monthly). 

Book  Notes,  (fortnightly). 

Bookmart,  (monlhl}')- 

Bookseller,  (monthly). 

Bradstreet's,  (weekly). 

Bruuonian,  (fortnightly). 

Bulletin  Mensuel,  (monthly). 

Catholic  World,  (monthly). 

Century,  (monthly). 

Chautauquan,  (monthly). 

Church  Record,  (semi-monthly). 

Civil  Service  Record,  (monthly). 

Contemporary  Review,  (monthly). 

Cooperative  Index  to  Periodicals,  (quar- 
terly). 

Critic,  (weekly). 

Edinburgh  Review,  (quarterly). 

Education,  (monthly). 

Electrical  World,  (weekly). 

^Engineering  News,  (weekly). 


(Total  number  163.) 


English  Historical  Review,  (quarterly). 

English  Illustrated  Magazine.(month]y). 

English  Mechanic,  (weekly). 

Forest  and  Stream,  (weekly). 

Fortnightly  Review,  (monthly). 

Forum,  (monthly). 

Frank  Harrison's  Shorthand  Magazine, 
(monthly). 

Garden  and  Forest,  (weekly). 

Gewerbehalle,  (monthly) 

Harper's  Bazar,  (weekly). 

Harper's  Magazine,  (monthly). 

Harper's  Weekly,  (weekly). 

Harper's  Young  People,  (weekly). 

Illustrated    Journal  of    Useful   Inven- 
tions, (monthly). 

Illustrated  London  News,  (weekly) 

Index  of  Current  Events,  (weekly). 

Indian's  Friend,  (monthly). 

Industrial  Review,  (monthly). 

Journal  of  American  Folk-lore,  (quar- 
terly). 

Journal      of       American      Orthoepy, 
(monthly). 

Journal  of  Education,  (weekly). 

Journal    of    the    Franklin    Institute, 
(monthly). 

Library  Journal,  (monthly). 

Library  Notes,  (monthly). 

Life,  (weekly). 

Lippincott's,  (monthly). 

Literary  News,  (monthly). 

Literary  World,  (fortnightly). 

Littell's  Living  Age,  (weekly). 

Magazine  of  American  History, 
(monthly). 

Manifesto,  (monthly). 

Massachusetts  Spy,  (weekly.) 

Monthly  Bulletin  of  Foreign  Literature, 
(Chrislern's),  (monthly). 

Monthly   Record   of    Scientific   Litera- 
ture, (Van  Nostrand's).  (monthly). 


*  6ee  the  list  following  this  for  publications  of  governments,  societies,  etc.,  in  a  separate  alphabet. 


I< 


APMC.^WX  50    I  -O^mJLLr^^ 


rV^w  Vjtt%\htiA  MMt^'/i$$^,,  frnfmihlyi 

fitfw  4*itumUrm  M«Kii/Jn«;,  ^m^/ntbly;, 
<i(lriHi<#rriMf  C^ttUtry,  (twrttiUly). 
fit/t^U  AmtrrU-mt  lUfvUiW,  itnfmih\y), 

OlH'ti  (Uturi.  (¥ft*My) 
hrttUUnUfu\^i  niui  05loKf»t,  (monthly). 
♦Our  YouuK  Folk*'  Monilily,  (monthly  ) 
(UttUin,  (monthly), 
VnMr  Monthly,  (monthly). 
I'Mlh,  (monthly). 
I'liwtiirliMt  l^•ro^l,  (wijflkly). 
l'i<li<rnniiMi'H  Mlthilliin^on,  (monthly). 
I*oIIi.I(!hI  Hrh'iiri'  C^inirtiirly,  (qimrtorly). 
l'o|Hihir  Hclnnco  Monthly,  (Monthly). 
I'oiifollo.  (lliinuM'ton'N),  (monthly). 
I'riM'lli'Hl  Mrchunlr,  (monthly). 
Pi'ovliliMMu^  Dully  .lourniil.f  (dully). 
I'Hyrhn,  (oriMiNlonul). 
ISilill(<  (iplnlon.  (wrrkly). 
PnbllnlitMii*  VV<»<'kly,  (wcrkly). 
Piim^li.  (wiu'kly). 

Ijuurloiiy  Jouinul  of  KrouomioM,  ((jimr- 
liM'ly). 

|N»nnhor  in  ">riMU>nil  list 


Sdaurdar  BerKv.  tweeklTV 

iV;krotific  Amencao.  ivceklj^. 

Sclera  tific  Amerkmn  SupplemenU 
(weekly). 

Scriboer**  MagaziDe,  (moDthly). 

Silver  Cross,  (moDthly). 

Spectator,  (weekly). 

Sunday  School  Times,  (weekly). 

Textile  Manufacturer,  (monthly). 

Trubner's  Literarj*  Record, (monthly) 

Tuftonian,  (monthly). 

Ueljcr  Land  und  Meer,  (weekly). 

Union  Signal,  (weekly). 

Unitarian  Review,  (monthly). 

United  States  Government  Publications, 
[Catalogue  of],  (Hickcox's.) 
(monthly). 

United  States  Miller,  (monthly). 

University,  (monthly). 

Vega,  (monthly). 

Westermunn's  German  Literary  Bulle- 
tin, (monthly). 

Westminster  Review,  (monthly). 

Wide  Awake,  (monthly). 

Woman's  Journal,  (weekly). 

Youth's  Companion,  (weekly). 

;• 127] 


II,     iS'rMhSit  puNh'ittumit  of  of^jtiniztiWom:  alphtibtUcaUi/  arranged  by  the  nami 

of  Ou  otytfuization, 

AuuMituu  AutU)uai'ian  SivtotY.  l*n>-  American  Statistical  Associatioo.  PuU- 
iHHHUn.JiiJ*,  v'*^'**^^  aunuah  lioatious.  (ixvasionalv. 

Amo»U'jM>  KVouomio  .VssiviHtion.  Tub-  Boston  I^iblio  Library.  BuH^cin.  ^quar 
Ucrtti^M^!*,  vbi  mouthl\>.  terlvV 

AmoiicHu  Ui5»t\>riojil  As^viatiou.  l^^  City  Library  As$<viath>o.  Sfwinc&eM. 
|H  \>   v^^vhnUm^-iK  Mass.     City  Libmnr,  (OKWtlilTk 
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APPENDIX  NO.  1— Continued, 


Cornell  University.  Bulletin  of  the 
Agricultural  Experiment  Station, 
(monthly). 

Cornell  University.  Library  Bulletin, 
(quarterly). 

Essex  Institute.     Bulletin,  (monthly). 

Essex  Institute.  Historical  collections, 
(monthly). 

Hartford  Library  Association.  Bulle- 
tin, (quarterly). 

Harvard  University.  Bulletin,  (quar- 
terly). 

Harvard  University.  Harvard  Studies 
in  Classical  Philology,  (occasional). 

Harvard  University  Library.  Biblio- 
graphical contributions,  (occasio- 
nal). 

Industrial  Education  Association.  Mon- 
ographs, (monthly). 

Johns  Hopkins  University.  Circulars, 
(monthly  during  term). 

Johns  Hopkins  University.  Studies  in 
historical  and  political  science, 
(monthly). 

Massachusetts  Historical  Society.  Col- 
lections, (biennial). 

Massachusetts  Historical  Society.  Pro- 
ceedings, (annual). 

Massachusetts  State  Agricultural  Ex- 
periment Station.  Bulletin,  (occa- 
sional). 

Mercantile  Library  of  Philadelphia. 
Bulletin,  (quarterly). 

Number  in  foregoing  list 


Milwaukee  Public  Library.  Quarterly 
index,  (quarterly). 

New  England  Historical  and  Genealogi- 
cal Society.     Proceedings,  (annual). 

New  England  Meteorological  Society. 
Bulletin,  (monthly). 

Ohio  Meteorological  Bureau.  Bulletin, 
(monthly). 

Rhode  Island  Historical  Society.  Pro- 
ceedings, (annual). 

Rhode  Island  State  Board  of  Heaith. 
Monthly  Bulletin,  (monthly). 

Society  of  Chemical  Industry.  Journal, 
(monthly). 

United  States  of  America.  Congres- 
sional Record,  (daily,  during  ses- 
sions). 

United  States  of  America.  Consular 
Reports,  (monthly). 

United  States  of  America.  Official  Ga- 
zette of  the  Patent  Office,  (weekly). 

United  States  of  America.  Coast  and 
Geodetic  Survey  Bulletin,  (occa- 
sional). 

University  of  Pennsylvania.  Publica- 
tions, (occasional). 

Worcester  Free  Public  Library.  Bulle- 
tin, (occasional). 

Worcester  Free  Public  Library.  Libra- 
ry Record,  (monthly). 

Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity.  Pro- 
ceedings, (annual). 


3t$. 


Of  the  following,  additional  copies  are  taken  for  circulation  : 


Atlantic  Monthly, 

Century, 

Forum, 

Harper's  Magazine, 

Nineteenth  Century, 

3 


North  American  Review, 
Popular  Science  Monthly, 
Saint  Nicholas, 
Scribner's  Magazine, 
Wide  Awake. 
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APPENDIX  NO.  2. 


GENERAL  STATEMENT  OF  THE   YEAR  8   GKOWTII. 


i 


o 


00 


»-3 


Books  in  circulation 27,765 

Reports 11 .947 

Books  for  reference 1,58U 


APPENDIX  NO.  3. 


SOURCES  OP  ACCESSIONS. 


< 


41,301        5.044 


a 


3.447 

i,4()0 

197 


263 


o 

CO      > 


260      30,952 
13.347 


1.783 


46,082 


Sources. 


No.      !  Added       No. 
Jan    1,  ;      in         Jan.  1, 
1889.        1889.    I    1890. 


^.-Purchases 16,590        2,705      19.295 

5.— Gifts 27,107        2.187      29.294 

C— Exchanges,  transfers,  etc 1 .397  152  !     1,549 


Total  added  from  beginning , 45,094  \     5,044  ,   50,138 


Deduct  total  withdrawals. 


4.056 


Present  total -. 46,082 
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APPENDIX  NO.  4. 

GROSS  AND  NET  INCREASE. 


GAIN. 


^.—From  gifts 2,187 

B  — From  transfers,  exchaugc,  etc      152 
C. — From  purchases 2,705 

5.044 

TotAl   gain 5.044 

Deducting  total  loss 263 

Net  gain 4.781 

Kg.  of  vols.  Jan.  1,  1889 41,301 

Present  no.,  Jan.  1,  1890.  .46,082 


LOSS. 


Books  condemned,  etc 268 

No.  previously  withdrawn 8,798 

4.056 


Total  to  Dec.  31,  1889. . .     4,056 
Vols,  in  library,  Jan.  1,  1890. .  46,082 

Total  accessions  from  begin- 
ning  50,138 


APPENDIX  NO.  5. 

CLASSIFICATION   OP  ACCESSIONS. 


RANK   IN  NO.  OP   VOLS.  ADDED  IN  1889.        RANK  IN  PRESENT  TOTAL  NO.  OF  VOLS. 


1.  Fiction  [adult.] 

2.  History 

3.  General  class' 

4.  Miscellaneous  literature'^ 

5  Social  science 

6  Biograph}' 

7.     Geograjphy 

8  Fiction  [juvenile] 

9  Philosophical  science 

10.  Natural  science 

1 1 .  Practical  science 

12.  Xvi 


733 
520 
386 
368 
359 
295 
212 
189 
176 
149 
148 
109 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 


Fiction  [adult] 

History 

General  class 

Biography . . . 

Miscellaneous  literature 

Social  science 

Geography 

Philosophical  science.. 

Fiction  [juvenile] 

Natural  science 

Practical  science 

Art 


3.644 
Unclassified^ 1,400 


5,044 
No.  of  vols.  Jan.  1, 1889..  41,301 


Deduct  withdrawals. 


46,345 
263 


Total  Jan.  1,  1890 46,082 


4.688 
4.648 
3,900 
3.531 
3,478 
8,005 
2.685 
2.147 
1,688 
1,396 
1.376 
833 

33,375 


Total  classified 33,875 

Add  those  unclassified. . .  12,707 


Total  Jan.  1,  1890 46,082 


1     Under  tbie  head  are  comprised  works  not  belonging  erclutively  to  any  otber  of  tbe  9  claMes; 
for  inntanco  tbe  works  of  Goctbe. 

Under  tbls  head  are  comprised  works  in  class  1,  exclusive  of  fiction  and  Juveniles,  (as  poetry, 
criticisra,  etc.) 

*    Chiefly,  government  reports,  etc. 
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APPENDIX  NO.  6. 

REGISTRATION,  TABULATED  BY  WARDS.  * 

[A  new  registration  was  begun  Jan.  1,  1888.] 

No.  of  cards  in  use,  Jan.  1,  1889 5,896 

No.  of  cards  issued,  1889 2,342* 


No.  of  cards  cancelled.  1889 


m 


No.  in  use  at  present 8,166 

Note.— 'Of  the  2,342  cards  above  stated  to  have  been  issued  in  1889,  1,828  w^re 
of  persons  not  previously  holding  cards. 


REGISTRATION  BY   WARDS. 


1.  Fourth. 

2.  Fifth... 

3.  Second . 

4.  Ninth . . 
6.  First... 

6.  Eighth . 

7.  Seventh 

8.  Sixth... 

9.  Third.. 
10.  Tenth.. 


348 
305 
274 
246 
237 
226 
209 
202 
159 
136 


2.342 


SUMMARY. 

Total  (2)  East  side  wards 511 

Total  (6)  West  side  wards 1,586 

Third  and  Tenth  wards 295 


2,342 


APPENDIX  NO.  7. 

CIRCULATION. 


[A.]     AOORE- 
GATE    FOB 
TWELVE 
TKAR8. 


Total  no.  of 
vols,  used  at 
the  library.. 

Total  no.  tak- 
en for  borne 
use 

ToUl  In  botb 
claaacB 


es 
V 


14,007 


90,685 


104,692 


CI 


ce 

0* 


10,427    7,222    C,857    8,075 


93,386  67,620  83.320  82.519  85,486 


« 

u 

u 

a 

(S 

<u 

o 

>» 

>. 

Xi 

4= 

»■* 

m 

CD 

8,075 

9,392 

9i 


108,813  74.842  90,177  90,594  ,94,878 


27,406 


93,011 


ca 

•a 


. 

u 

%m 

a 

es 

o 

o 

>» 

>t 

JZ 

4= 

«.> 

«-■ 

o 

u 
ce 


20,100  14,192  13,657  10,905 

I 

72,191 
93,587  82,179  77,047    • 


120,417  113.687  96,371  90,704  83,096 


es 
« 


11,485 


73,239 


84,724 


1    Bee  Appendix  No.  8,  for  Hub-diviHions  of  the  total  registration. 

*    Tbe  total  number  registered  in  the  two  years,  1888  and  1889,  is  8,337. 
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APPENDIX  NO.  l.—Coniinued. 


[B]    Use  of  the  library  within  the  room,  1889. 


BOOKS    CONSULTED.  PBRIODICALS,  ETC. 


Largest  iii>e  on  any  day.  [Aog.  6] 


Smallest  on  any  day.. . 


90 
11 


July  12 ) 

Aug.  30) 
Largest  in  any  week.. . .  [Oct.  28-Nov.  2]      363    i [Nov.  11 -16] 


[Oct.  25] 146 

March  20    j  ^^ 

646 


{  Hept  5 


Smallest  in  any  week. . .  i  [Aug.  12-17] ...  101      [Apr.  29-May  4J  262 

Largest  in  any  month . .  [January] 1,286    |  [November]  .  . .  2,023 

t  1 

Smallest  in  any  month. .  [June] 634     [February] 1,337 

Average  monthly  use...! 9^7 -f| l|641-f 

Arerage  weekly  use I 220-f  378-f- 

I  I 

Average  dally  use,  306  i 

days 1 37-f| 64-f 


[C]  Books  taken  fob 
Home  use,  1889. 


[May  4] 516 

[Aug.  14] 104 

[Nov.  11-16]....  1,771 

[July  22-27]....  1,017 

[January] 7,427 

[July] 4,863 

6,103-1- 

1,408+ 
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(1) 
(2) 

(a) 

(4) 
(5) 
(6) 
(7) 

(8) 

(9) 

(10) 

(11) 


[D]      CLASSIFICATION  OF    CIRCULATION. 

(1)    By  fJie  classification  adopted  in  this  library. 

Fiction  (adult) 29,184 ) 

Fiction  (juvenile) 12,035  j  ^^'^^^ 56  27+ 

History 6,146 

Geography 5,051 

Biography 4,043 

General  class' 3,492 4.7+ 

Miscellaneous  literature*. . .     3,395 4.6+ 

Social  science 2.181 2.98+ 

Natural  science 2,139  2  92+ 

Art 1,969 2.68+ 

Practical  science 1,961 2.67+ 

Philosophical  science 1,643 2.2+ 


39.84+ 
16  48+ 

8.3+ 
6.8+ 
5  5+ 


78,239 


100 


(2)    By  ifie  classification  adopted  by  the  American  Library  Association,     fciee 

Library  Journal,  v.  1,  p.  429. 

A.     Literary  classes. 

Juveniles 12.035 

Prose  fiction 29.184 

1     Those  not  exclusively  in  any  olher  diss.    Bee  note  under  Appendix  No.  5. 
s    Comprising  poetry,  criticism,  etc.    Bee  note  under  Appendix  No.  6. 
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Essays,  poetry,  drama,  etc 6,584 

Periodicals,  literary 176 

Total,  Literary  classes 47,979 

B.  nisiarical  classes. 

Geography  and  travels 5.051 

Biography 4,043 

History 6.146 

Total  , Historical  classes 15,340 

C.  Arts  and  sciences. 

Fine  arts 1,909 

Industrial  arts 1 ,961 

Natural  science 2,139 

Philology 127 

Social  and  political  science 2,181 

Philosophy 1,643 

Total,  Arts  and  sciences 10,020 

Summary. 


Literary  classes 47.979 

Historical  classes 15,240^    73,239 

Arts  and  sciences 10. 


17.979^ 
5,240  >    73,! 
.0,020) 


(3)    By  tJie  classification  aiV^jyted  by  iJie  Rhode  Island  Board  of  Education, 

Fiction  41,219 

Science  and  art 9,89:{ 

History 6,146 

Geography  and  travels 5,051 

Biography 4,043 

Miscellaneous 3,492 

Poetry  and  the  drama 1,943 

Literature  and  language 1 ,452 

73,239 
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APPENDIX  NO.  8. 

RANK  OF   MONTHS   IN    CIRCULATION  AND  REGISTRATION. 


CIRCULATION.* 


REGISTRATION.* 


1.  January 7,427  1. 

2.  March 7.236  2. 

3.  November 7.073  3 

4.  October 6,490  4 

5  February 6.396  5. 

6  December 6,369  6. 

7.  April 6,096  7. 

8.  May..: 5.966  8. 

9.  August 5,283  9. 

10.  September....  5.194  10. 

11.  June 4.856  11. 

12.  July 4,853  12. 

73,239 


January  . . 
November 
October  . . 

March 

February . 
December . 
September 
August.  . . 

April 

July 

May 

June 


Sabdivisions  of  total  registration. 

Total.* 

Non-resl- 
dents. 

20 

Teachers' 

special 

card. 

Others. 

350 

7 

323 

323 

22 

7 

294 

275 

21 

9 

245 

236 

8 

8 

220 

209 

10 

6 

193 

205 

12 

2 

191 

16H 

2 

2 

164 

166 

1 

165 

165 

8 

6 

151 

145 

145 

133 

1 

2 

130 

130 

2 

7 

121 

2,505 

106 

57 

2,342 

APPENDIX  NO.  9. 

ACCESSIONS,  CIRCULATION,  AND   REGISTRATION,  FOR  TWELVE  TEARS. 

AcceHioDs.  Circulation.  Registration* 

[No.  of  vols,  at  beginning] 10,307] 

1st  year,    1878-79 3,491 90.685 10,792 

2(1  year,   1879-80 ...3,331 93,386 2,988 

3d  year,    1880 1,407 87,620 2,249 

4th  year,    1881 1.724 83,319 2.257 

5th  year,    1882 1,798 82,519 2,204 

6th  year,    1883 4.833 85,486 2,632 

7th  year,    1884 6,482 93.011 2,696 

8th  year,    1885 2,071 93.587 2,270 

9th  year,    1886 2,196 82,179 1,968 

10th  year,    1887 3,347 77,047 1.745 

11th  year,    1888 4.107 72,191 5.995 

12th  year,    1889 5,044 73,239 2,342 


50,138  994,269  40,138 

Average  yearly  accessions 4,178-h 

Average  yearly  circulation 82,855-1- 

Average  yearly  registration  for  the  two  years,  1888  and  1889 4.168-+- 


1 

9 


lowed. 


Compare  Appendix  No.  7. 
Compare  Appendix  No.  6. 
In  this  column  only,  and  not  in  those  giving  the  subdivisions,  is  the  order  of  the  numbers  fol- 
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APPENDIX  NO.  10. 

PEBIODICALS  NEEDED^  TO  COMPLETE  SETS. 

American  Agriculturist,  v.  7.  9-18,  2024.     [1848,  1850-59,  1861-65]. 

American  Almanac,  [Spofford's],  v.  7.     [1884]. 

American  Architect,  v.  1-2.    [1877]. 

American  Bibliopolist,  v.  7-8.     [1875-76]. 

American  Gas-light  Journal,  v.  1-25,  31-51.     [1864-77,  1879-89]. 

American  Journal  of  Education.  [Barnard's],  v.  11-21.     [1862-73]. 

American  Journal  of  Insanity,  v.  1-12.     [1850-56]. 

American  Journal  of  Numismatics,  v.  1-13,  16  19.     [1866  79.  1881-86]. 

American  Journal  of  Science,  v.  109-10,  117-19.     [1875,  1879-80]. 

American  Machinist,  v.  1-2.     [1877-78]. 

American  Museum,  v.  2-3,  5  8,  9.     [1787-88,  1789  92,  1798]. 

American  Naturalist,  v.  6-7,  9-11.     [1872-73,  1875-77]. 

American  Publisher's  Circular,  v.  1-2,  4-7.     [1855-56.  1858-61]. 

American  (Quarterly  Register  and  Magazine,  v.  2.     [1848-49]. 

American  Review,  v.  1-5.     [1845-47]. 

American  Whig  Review,  v.  15-16.     [1852]. 

Annual  Register,  v.  52-132.     [1810-89]. 

Art  Amateur,  v.  1-12.     [1872-84]. 

Art  Journal,  v.  1-10,  29,  32-42.     [1839  48,  1867,  1870-80]. 

Art  Union,  v.  1-9.     [1839-47]. 

Artizau,  v.  1-3.     [1867-69J. 

Athenivum,  v.  2-100,  102-15.     [1828-77,  1879-89]. 

Atheneum,  v.  1-13.     [1817-23]. 

Baptist  Missionary  Magazine,  v.  1-51,  69-70.     [1821-71,  1887-88]. 

Baptist  Quarterly,  v.  1-5,  7-8.     [1867-71,  1873-74]. 

Rihliotheca  Sacra,  v.  14-20.     [ia57  63]. 

Blackwood's,  v.  1-37.  39,  49-54.  104.     [1817-35,  1836,  1841-43,  1868]. 

Boston  Journal  of  Chemistry,  v.  2-4.     [1867-70]. 

Boston  Review,  v.  3,  5-6.     [1863.  1865-66]. 

Bradstrcet's,  v.  1-8.     [1880-84]. 

British  Quarterly  Review,  v.  1-52.     [1844-70]. 

Brunonian,  v.  11  13.  15.     [1878-80,  1881-82]. 

Builder,  v.  1-18,  30,  32-51.     [1843  60.  1871,  1874-89]. 

Catholic  Worid.  v.  1-2,  3-6,  16-43.     [18«5-06,  1866-68.  1872  86]. 

Chamljers's  Edinburgh  Journal,  v.  21-85.     [1855-86]. 

Chautauquan,  v.  1-2.     [1880-82]. 

C^hemical  News,  v.  1,  3-26.     [1867,  1868-89]. 

Christian  Examiner,  v.  6-25,  31-35,  71,  83-87.     [1826  36,  1839  43.  1861,  1867-69]. 

Christian  Monitor,  v.  1.     [1805], 

Christian  Observatory,  v.  1-2.     [1847-48]. 

Christian  Review,  v.  23-28.     [1858-63]. 

>    There  hni*  been  no  year  within  the  past  decade  wlien  the  thoughtfuIneM  of  acme  reader  has 
not  very  materially  aided  the  library  by  lilliug  vacanciea  aa  above. 
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Civil  Service  Record,  v.  1-4.     [188184]. 

Cobbetfs  Political  Register,  v.  2,  19,  21-24,  3034,  36,  38.     [1802,  1811,  1812  13. 

181719,  1820,  1821]. 
Commercial  and  Financial  Chronicle,  v.  1-11,  16, 18-88.     [1865-70, 1874, 1875-81]. 
Common  School  Journal,  v.  2-10.     [1840-48]. 
Contemporary  Review,  v.  122.     [1866-73]. 
Continent,  The,  v.  1-4.     [1881-83]. 
Continental  Monthly,  v.  5-6.     [1864]. 
Cultivator,  v.  1-4.     [1844-46]. 
Dial,  [Boston],  v.  3-4.     [1843-44]. 
Dial,  [Chicago],  v.  4-6.     [1883-84,  1885-86]. 
Dwighfs  Journal  of  Music,  v.  1-36.     [1853-77]. 
Eclectic  Magazine,  v.  1-16,  35,  38.  53,  84,  98-107.     [1844-49,  1855,   1856,  1861. '• 

1875,  1882-86]. 
Edinburgh  Review,  v.  43,  45,  51-58,  56-59.     [1825-26,  1826-27,  1880-31,  1832-84]. 
Electrician,  v.  1-2.     [1882-83]. 
Engineering,  v.  1-3      [1866-67]. 
Every  Saturday,  v.  Ml,  13.     [1866-71,  1873]. 
Famine,  La.  v.  1-20      [1860-79]. 

Farmer,  (The)  and  Mechanic,  v.  1,  6,  9.     [1845  47,  1850,  1852]. 
Foreign  Quarterly  Review,  v.  1-14,  24,  30-32,  34.     [1827-35,  1839.  1842-44,  1844- 

45,  1846]. 
Forest  and  Stream,  v.  1-18.     [1872-81]. 
Fortnightly  Review,  v.  9-10.     [1868]. 
Frank  Leslie's  Illustrated  Newspaper,  v.  1-52,  54-55,' 61.     [1855-81,  1881.  1882. 

1885]. 
Galaxy,  v.  4.  17.     [1867,  1874]. 
Gardener's  Monthly,  v.  1-20.     [1859-78]. 
Gartenlaube,  Die.  v.  1-16,  20,  21,  28.     [1853-68,  1872-73.  1880]. 
Graham's  Magazine,  v.  1-25,  27  29      [1833-45,  1846-47]. 
Hardwicke's  Science  Gossip,  v.  1-5.     [1866-70]. 
Harper's  Bazar,  v.  1-10,  12-18.  15.     [1868-77,  1878-79.  1880]. 
Harper's  Young  People,  v.  3,  5.     [1882,  1884]. 
Harper's  Weekly,  v.  5.     [1858,  1861]. 
Harvard  Register,  v   1-2.     [1880]. 
Hebrew  Student,  v.  1.     [1881-82]. 
Horliculturi.st,  v.  1.     [1840-47]. 

Hours  at  Home,  v.  1,  3  6.  8  11.     [1865,  1866-07,  1808-70]. 
Hunt's  Merchant's  Magazine,  v.  61.     [1869]. 
Illustrated  Magazine  of  Art.  v.  1.     [1852], 
International  Monthly  Magazine,  v.  1.     [1850]. 
International  Review,  v.  14,  ft9.     [1874-77,  1879-80]. 
Iron  Age.  v.  1-13,  15.  19.  22  44.     [1859  71,  1873,  1875,  1880-89]. 
Journal  of  Education,  (Bostou).  v.  1-22.     [1874  85]. 
Journal  of  the  Franklin  Institute,  v.    1-10,  31,  33,  35,  62,  64-72,  7o-84.  86-88,  95- 

104,  107  124.     [1826  30,  1841,  1842,  1843.  1856.  1873-77,  1879  87]. 
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Knickerbocker,  v.  1  7,  19.  22,  24.  27-29.     [1833  36,  1842.  1843,  1844.  1846-47]. 

Laline.  v.  1.     [1882  83]. 

Life.  V.  1-4.  11.     [1883-84,  1888]. 

Lippincotfs  Magazine,  v.  1-12. 14, 17-20.  23  32.     [1808-73,  1874,  1876-77.  1879-88] 

Literary  and  Theological  Review,  v.  1-2.     [1 834-35] . 

Literary  World,  (Boston),  v.  13,  6.     [1870-72,  1875]. 

Livre.  Le,  v  68.     [1884-86]. 

London  and  Dublin  Magazine,  v.  1-7.     [1841  47]. 

London  Society,  v.  14,  7-13.     [1862-63,  1866-68]. 

Manufacturer  and  Builder,  v.  1,  3-9.     [IS69,  1871-77]. 

Massachusetts  Monthly,  v.  13.     [1791-92]. 

Massachusetts  Teacher,  v.  13.     [1848-50]. 

Missionary  Herald,  v.  1-33,  35-64,  67,  69,  71.     [1822  37,  1839-68, 1871,  1873.  1875J. 

Monthly  Religious  Magazine,  v.  22,  32,  35,  40-42,  48.     [1859,  1866,  1868-69,  1»72]. 

Museum  of  Foreign  Literature  and  Science,  v.  1-7.     [1826  29]. 

Musical  Times,  v.  125      [186084]. 

National  Board  of  Health  Bulletin,  v.  1.     [1880-81]. 

Natur.  Die,  v.  1-8.     [1875  77]. 

Nature,  v.  Ml.  15-21.     [1869  74,  1877-79]. 

New  Englander,  v.  8-11,  13,  20.  22  30.     [1850-53,  1855,  1862,  1864  77]. 

New  Jerusalem  Magazine,  v.  1-8.     [1879-84]. 

New  York  Mirror,  v.  15,  13  15.  20.     [1823  27,  1835-87,  1842]. 

Niles'  Register,  v.  31.  33-34.  36,  55-74.     [1826-27,  1827-28,  1829.  1838-48]. 

North  American  Review,  v.  6-7.     [1817-18]. 

North  British  Review,  v.  1-5,  8-11,  25,  27,  37,39,41.     [1844  46,  1847-49.  1855, 

1856,  1862,  1803]. 
Notes  and  Queries,  Series  6,  v.  5  6. 
Ornithologist  and  Oologist,  v.  1-8.     [1876  83]. 
Outing.  V.  1-2.     [1882-83]. 
Portfolio,  V.  1-4,  6-34.     [180910.  1811-25]. 
Poultry  World,  v.  1-3.     [1872-74]. 

Princeton  Review,  v.  1-25,  39,  44-46,  53.     [1829-53,  1867,  1874  76,  1883]. 
Prospective  Review,  v.  1-10.     [1845-54] 
Psyche,  v.  1.     [1874-76]. 

Punch,  V.  1-5.  34-35.  56-57.  70-73.     [1841-43,  1858,  1869,  1876-77]. 
Putnam's  Magazine,  v.  11  30.     [1858-77]. 
Quarterly  Review,  v.  1,  5-6,  810,  14.  20,  29,  113-115.     [1809,  1811,  1812  13,  1814, 

1819.  1823,  1863-64]. 
Revue  des  Deux  Mondes,  v.  1-15,  38-43,  47-56.     [1821  75,  1879  80,  1882-86]. 
Rhode  Island  Historical  Magazine,  v.  1-2.     [1880-82]. 
Rural  Affairs,  v.  18.     [1864.  1807,  1870]. 
Saturday  Review,  v.  1  56.     [1856  83]. 
Scientific  American,  v.  43.     [1873]. 
Spectator,  v.  1  52.     [1854-83]. 

Statesman's  Year-book,  v.  1-15,  21.     [1864-78,  1884]. 
Sunday  School  Times,  v.  1-27.     [1871-85]. 
Techuische  Blaetter,  v.  1-9.     [1869  77] . 
Telegraphic  Journal  and  Electrical  Review,  v.  1-18.     [1866  85]. 
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Temple  Bar,  v.  1-26.  29  30.     [1860  69.  1870]. 

Times,  [London],  (Weekly),  v.  1. 

Ucber  Land  und  Meer.  v.  138.     [1869  77]. 

Unitarian  Review,  v.  11.  19.     [1879.  1883]. 

United  States  Government  Publications,  v.  1.     [1885-86]. 

United  States  Magazine,  v.  1-20.     [1837-44]. 

Van  Nostrand's  Eclectic  Engineering  Magazine,  v.  1,  10  22.     [1869.  1874  80]. 

Westminster  Review,  v.  9.  14-20,  24.  30-31.  33,  48  49,  54.  64.  79-82.     [1828,  1830- 

34,  1835-36,  1838-39,  1840,    1847-48,  1850,  1855,  1861-66]. 
Wide  Awake,  v.  1. 

Willis's  Current  Notes,  v.  1,  3-4.     [1851,  1853  54]. 
Working  Farmer,  v.  1  11.     [1849-00]. 
Workshop,  v.  1-2,  5  9.     [1866  69,  1872-76]. 
Year-book  of  Facts  in  Science  and  Art,  v.  1-11.     [1840-50]. 


28 


PROVIDEKCB    PCBLIC    LIBRARY. 


APPENDIX  NO.  11. 

A  SINGLE  year's  RECORD  IN  BUILDING  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES.      [1889  ]      [INCLUDING 

ONLY  SUMS  OVER  ♦50,0<)0]. 


CITY. 


POPULA- 
TION*. 

[1800.J 


80UBCK  OF  rUMDS. 


AlleghaDy  City,  Pa... 

Arliogtoo,  Mass 

Boston,  Mass 

Braddock,  Pa 

Cambridge,  Maaa 

Chicago,  111 

East  Saginaw,  Mich.. 

Lowell,  MaM 

Memphis,  Tenn 

Milwaukee,  Wis 

Minneapolici,  Mion. . . . 

Maskegon,  Mich 

New  Haven,  Ct. 

New  Orleans,  La 

Newark,  N.  J 

Pittsburgh,  Pa 

Portland,  Me 

Bcranton,  Pa 

Bpringfleld,  O 

Toledo,  O 

Worcester,  Mass. . .... 


8TATI   OF    ADYAHCSMENT 

IN  1889. 


In  process 

Gift  announced,  1889. 


120.000  Andrew  Carnegie 

104,673  Mrs»  Maria  Robbins.... 

410,226  City  goyernment ;  In  process 

Andrew  Carnegie  'Completed,  18 W 


fi 


Will  probated,  Nov.  14, 1889 
Completed,  1889 


Gift  announced,  1889. 


72,500  F.U.  Rindge 

1,150,000  John  Crerar 

40,000 Hoyt 

80,000  City  government 

75,000  Heirs  of  F.  H.  Cossitt... 

01ft  nnft  r«<i«  ^^x^sx,^,^^^*  '  J  Bonds  to  amount  of  $60,- 

210,000  City  government |  ]   ^^  authorixed.  1889;. . . . 

225,000     ♦«  "         I  Dedicated,  Dec.  16, 1889 .... 

» »17,825  C.  II.  Ilackley j  In  process 

83,000  City  government ^Appropriated,  1889. 

260,000  Mrs.  A.  T.  Howard Opened  March  4, 1889 

175,000    Opened  Oct.  16, 1889 

250,000  Andrew  Carnegie Gift  offered,  1889 

42,000  J.  P.  Baxter* 'oift  announced,  Dec,  1889. 

100,000  Heirs  of  .J.  J.  Albright...  I  Dedicated  Feb.  21, 1889 

35,000  B.  H.  Warder iln  process. 

90,000  City  government Completed,  1889 


85,000 


i< 


(t 


I 


For  addition  to  building, 
voted,  1889... 


COST. 

$260,000 
250,000 
1,865,000> 
12N000 
65,000* 
2,250,000« 
60,000 
150,000* 

76,000 

• 

250,000+ 
80,000 
100.000 
102:000 
100,000? 
1,000,000 
76,000* 
50,000+ 
60,000 
66,000 
127,000« 


1    From  estimates  for  1890,  made  by  mayors  of  the  cities,  except  where  otherwise  stated.     (Sc^ 
••The  World  "  Almanac,  1890,  p.  211-12.) 
a    Of  this  total,  $180,000  represents  the  cost  of  the  land. 

*  To  this  should  be  added  the  cost  of  the  land,  not  stated. 

4  To  establish  a  library,  to  be  called  *•  The  John  Crerar  Library,"  additional,  so  far  as  the  Obicago 
public  is  concerned,  not  only  to  the  Chicago  Public  Library  which  receives  an  annual  appropriation 
of  about  $100,000,  but  also  the  Newberry  Library,  also  founded  as  a  free  library,  for  reference,  with 
funds  of  over  $3,000,000. 

A    To  this  must  be  added  the  value  of  the  land,  about  $35,000. 

*  The  definite  amount  to  be  expended  is  not  yet  Htated. 

?    The  building,  erected  by  the  Newark  Library  Association,  is  at  present  only  leased  to  the  city 
for  the  use  of  the  Public  Library,  but  with  a  probability  of  eventually  being  owned  by  the  city. 

*  Mr.  Baxter's  {dft  was  that  of  a  building  for  the  joint  occupancy  of  the  Maine  Historical  So- 
ciety and  the  Portland  Public  Library. 

»    Of  this  total,  $2.5,000  roprcsenU  the  cost  of  the  land. 
0    The  original  building  was  erected  about  thirty  years  ago. 
10    In  1885. 
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Aberdeen  Public  Library.  Aberdeeu.  Scotlaod  . 
Adams,  Rev,  ChnrlesQ.,  Boutbport,  Codd.. 


Adams,  Professor  Henry  U.,  University  of  Miclii-i  .         i 

gan,  Aon  Arbor.  Mich ' '       V....\ 

Adams,  Profeasor  Herbert  B.,  Ph.  D.,  Johns  Hop-'  ■         I         I 

kins  University,  Baltimore,  Md ■ I! 

I  (       M 

Addeman,  Hon.  J.  M j  13  I  184     M  j  i  Jj^ 

Aldrich,  Hon.  N.  W.,  United  States  Senate,  Wasb-I  |        1        1 

inglOB,  D.  C 5  !   ...|  ..   I 

[Amateur  SportamaD,  Publishers  of.  New  Yorlcj. .' 3  r 
American  Contractor.  Pubiisbers  of.  ChicaKO.  IIJ.] 1 \  3  i 
American  Florist,  Pubiisbers  of,  Chicago,  Ill.l I '•■■■■'  84  r 
Imerlinff,  H.  B..  Philadclpbia.  Pa '....'      9  i 

Amherst  College,  Amherai.  Mass I  i      I 

Andover  Theological  Seminary,  Andover,  Haas I      1 

Andrews,  Hisa  Elizabetb  E ....: 1«  t 

I        ol  ' 


Anthonj.  Gardner  C I  1    

Appleton.  D..  &  Co.,  New  York 8  new. 

Appleton,  Professor  J.  H.   [Brown  University] i  U    1 ' 

Association  for  ibe  Advancement  of  Women I |      2    

Associated  Chnrtties.  Boston,  Mass '      2 

Astor  Library,  New  York I       1  . 

Austin.  Samuel I  14  ' 

Averell.  W.  D..  Mt.  Airy,  PblladelphU,  Pa ,         1  no. 

Barlcer.  Hon.  H.  R..  Mayor  of  Providence,  R.  I...I r 

Barstovr,  Hon.  Amos  C ,      1  , .. .' 

Bates,  Isaac  C i  11    

t Beacon,  The.  Pubiisbers  of,  Boston.  Mass.) < . . . , '        1  no. 
leclcer,  Hon.  Philip,  Mayor  of  Buffalo,  Buffalo,'               I        I        i 

N.  Y ! 1      1....' 

Belford.  Clarke  &  Co..  Chicago.  Ill i I      1 

Benjamin.  Waller  II.,  New  York ■....].  ...I         I  no. 

BJEelow  Free  Public  Library,  Clinton.  Mass ! ,      l' 

Birminsrham  Public  Library,  Birmingham,  Eng..    \      II 

Bissell.  W.  8..  Buffiilo,  N.  Y 3 

Blackwood,  Miss  M.J , 1       1|....' 

Blaisdell.  Albert  F.,  M.  D !  1    ....  ....I 

Boston  Public  Library,  Boston,  Mass |  1  j      8' ,       1  bull. 

Bourn.  Joseph  H , j      1|. 

Bowditch,  Josiah  B ' [      1 ! 

Bowdoin  College.  Brunswick,  Me 1 4 

Bowen,  W,  M.  P I '....!      8 

Bower,  E.  L,,  Chief  Clerk  Comptroller's  Office.!  I        I        ; 

Now  Orleans.  La ' I      1 1 

Bradlee.  Rev  C  P..  Bustou,  Mass | 1^;      S|...|      8  no*. 
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1 

I 

1 


3 

1 
1 


013 

s 


Bravton,  John  8  ,  Fall  River,  Mass ' 1 

Bridgeport  Public  Library,  Bridgeport,  Conn I      2 

Brooklyn  Library,  Brooklyn,  N.  i I      1 

Brooks,  Miss  Martha  H. ,  Boston,  Mass 1 

Brown   University,   Rev.   Dr.   J.    C.   Stock  bridge, ,  ' 

Registrar 2  |      6 

Bucklin,  Miss  Lorain  P ' |      1 

[Buddhist  Ray,  Publishers  of,  Santa  Cruz,  Cal] ' 

buffalo  Library,  Buffalo,  N.  Y i      1 

Burns  and  Son,  New  York 

Burton,  Franklin,  and  others 2  ' 

Bushnell  and  Bushnell,  St.  Paul,  Minn 2  1 2 

Carleton,  O.  A,,  and  Co I      2 

Carpenter.  Horace  F 18  ' 

[Carpenter  and  Joiner,  Publishers  of,  New  York] ' 

Chace,  Mrs.  George  I 1 

Chapin,  Charles  v.,  M.  D.,  Supt.  Health,  Provi- 
dence, R.  I ' 

Chelsea  Public  Library,  Chelsea,  Mass 

Chicago  Public  Library,  Chicago,  111 2 

Children's  Friend  Society,  Mrs.  Arba  Smith,  Sec. . ' 1 

Children's  Hospital,  Boston,  Mass I      1 

Christem,  F.  W..  New  York 

Cincinnati  Public  Library,  Cincinnati,  O I      1 

City  Library,  Lowell,  Mass I      3 

City  Library,  Manchester,  N.  H j      1 

City  Library  Association,  Springtiel^.  Mass 1      2 

[Civil  Service  Record,  Publishers  of,  Boston,  Mass] ' 

Clark,  Henry,  Pawtucket,  R.  1 5  • 

Clark  University,  Worcester,  Mass ;      2 

Clarke,  George  L 4 

Cleveland  Public  Library,  Cleveland,  0 1 

Cogswell,  Francis,  Supt.  of  Schools,  Cambridge, 

Mass 

Colby  University,  Watcrville,  Me 12 

College  of  New  Jeisey,  H.   N.   Van  Dyke,  Regis 

trar,  Princeton,  N.  J 

Collet,  C.  D. ,  London,  England 1  1 

Collins,  David  S.,  Sec.  R.  I.  Soc.  for  the  Encour  | 

agement  of  Domestic  Industry 

Commercial  Exchange,  Kansas  City,  Mo 

Concord  Free  Public  Library,  Concord,  Mass 

Connecticut  Historical  Society,  Hartford.  Conn ...  1  , 

Coop,  William  L.  Pres  Narraganselt  Machine  Co. .  1    

Cooper  Union,  N«;w  York '      3 

Cornell  University,  Ithaca,  N.  Y 1  1 

Danielson,    Mrs.   J.   W.   and    Miss    Amelia  DeF. ,  1 


CO 

'3 

S 
o 


1  bull. 


1  no. 
1  no. 


2  nos. 


11  nos. 


12  nos. 


im  nos. 
1  bull. 


Lockwood. 


3  i 


1 1  bull. 
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NAMES 


>     8 


ao 
O 


00 


00 

8 
1 

&4 


85  no8. 


1    DO. 

1  no. 
8  nos. 


1  bull. 

2    DOS. 


Davis,  Prof.  N.  F. ,  [Brown  llDiversity] 23 

Dayton  Public  Library,  Day  too,  O 2 

Dedbam  Public  Library,  Dedbam,  Mass 1 

Detroit  Public  Library.  Detroit.  Micb 1  cat.  1 

Dover  Public  Library,  Dover,  N.  H 1 

Durfee.  Miss  Sarab  C..... ;  16 

Durfee,  Hon.  Tbomas 3    .......... ^ Ia^uoI' 

*Eaton.  Amasa  M ;  21    ....... .gTv^o^s. 

Eaton,  N.  A.  San  Diego,  Cal 1 

[Electric  Power.  Piiblisbers  of.  New  York] 

[Electrical  World.  Publisbers  of.  New  YorkJ 

Enoch  Pratt  Free  Library,  Baltimore,  Md i      leal.        1...    . 

e'b'uii 

Ewing.  Gen.  Thomas.  Marietta,  O \ 1 

Fairchild.  Mrs.  Charles  8 1 

Fall  River  Public  Library.  Fall   River,  Mass i       1 

Fay,  Henry  H.,  Supt.  of  Schools,  Newport,  R.  I. i       1 

Fish.  Hon    Roscoe  A.,  Washington.  D.  C i      8  . . . . 

Fiske.  Edward  R. ,  Worcester,  Mass 

Fitchburg  Public  Library,  Fitchburg,  Mass i       1 

Fletcher  Free  Library.  Burlington,  Vt 1 

FoUansbce.  G.,  Pittsburgh,  Pa 1 

Foster,  William  E 28 

Frost.  Edward  E 9 

Gardner.  Miss  Ida  M 

General  Society  of  Mechanics  and  Tradesmen,  New 

York 2  cat 

Geographical  News.  Publishers  of,  Chicago.  Ill 

Gompers,   Samuel,   Pres.   American  Federation  of 

labor 

Grand  Rapids  Public  Library,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.'  1 

Green,  S.  A. .  M.  D. .  Boston.  Mass 2 

Green.  S.  S.,  Librarian  Public  Library,  Worcester, 

Mass 

Gscbwind.  J 2 

Guy,  M  rs.  Martha  H 

Hale.  Hon.   Eugene,  United   States  Senate,   Wash-, 

ington,  D.  C i 

Hall.  Mrs.  Emily  A 

Hamersly.  L.  R.  and  Co  .  Philadelphia.  Pa 

Hampton  Normal  and  Agricultural  Institute,  Hamp-, 

ton.  Va 

Hart   Professor  Albert  B  ,  Ph.  D.,  Harvard  Uuiver 

sity.  Cambridge.  Mass i  1 


14 
6 


22 
1 


9  nos. 


1 


2 
32 


1 

is 

2 


1    DO. 


2  nos. 


4  nos 


1 
1 


1  no. 


•Other  volumes  received  with  these  wlil  be  entered  later. 
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Hartford  Library  AasoctatloD,  Hartford,  Ct 

Hartford  Theological  Semioary,  Bartford,  Ct i 

Hanrard  College  Library,  Cambridge,  Maes ' 

Harvard  University,  Cambridge,  Maaa 

Heath.  D.  C,  and  Co  ,  Boatoa,  Mass ' 

Heraey.  G.  D,  M.  D i 

[Hiebland  News.  Publishers  of,  Higblaod  Park.Ct  ]l 

Hincltley.  Mrs  HP i 

Hobart  College.  GeDCva,  N.  Y | 

Hopedale  Public  Library.  Hopedale.  Uass 

[Household.  Fublisher?  of.  Braltleboro,  Vt] 
toward  AesociatioD,  Loudon,  Esglaod ' 

Hoyt,  David  W | 

Hubbard.  L.  P..  Sec,  New  England  Society  New, 
York 

Hnlinr.  Ruy  Q  ,  New  Bedford.  Mhsb i 

Ilea,  George,  New  York ! 

Illinois  Sute  Boaid  of  Health,  SpringSeld,  lit 

Indianapolis  Public  Library.  Indianapolis,  Ind | 

[Industrial  Review,  Publishers  of,  PLiiadelphla.! 
Pa-  1 

Johns  Hopkins  University,  Ballimore.  Md ' 

[ JoutdaI  of  Scieuce  and  Art,  Publishers  of,  Cleve- 
land, 0] 

Kean,  a.  A  .  and  co.,  Chicago,  III 

Kinsman.  Edgar  O..  Sec,  New  England  Denial  So- 
ciety. Biaton.  Mass 

Ladies'  Book  Exchange 

Lancaster,  A    E..  New  York 

Lancaster  Town  Library.  Lancaster.  Maes 

Larison.  C.  W..  M.  D,.  Bingoes.  N  J 

Lawrence  Free  Public  Library,  Lawrence.  Mass. . . 

Lawton.-I.  F.  P 

Leeds  Pulilic  Library.  Leeds.  England 

Library  Company  of   Philadelphia.  Philadelphia 


Pa.. 


Itfacdougall.  H.  C. 
Mc  Laughlin,  Professor  A.  C,  University  of  Mich- 
igan. Ann  Arbor,  Mich 

Maimonides  Libriiry,  New   York 

Maiden  Public  Library.  Maiden.  Mass 3.. 

[Manifesto.  The  Publishers  of.  Canterbury,  N.  H.] 

Maaon.  William  H 2    ...... 
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Mead.  E(fwin  D..  BnsloD,  Huss. i 

Mechanics'  Institute.  Sim  Pmnciacci,  Citl 

MeTCAntile  Library  Association,   New  York ' . 

Mercantile  Ltliniry  Associntion,  San  Francisco.  Ciil.' 
Mercantile  f.ibrary  Compaiiy.  Plilliiddpbiu,  Pa...  . 

Michisan,  Suitt' of.  Ccustis  Bureau 1. 

Slato  Board  of  lIcjilUi I. 

Middlesex  Mechanics'  AssociutioD,  Lowell,  Mo-sa. . . ' . 
[Milling  Eugincer.  Publishers  of,  Milwaukee,  Wis.]'. 

Milwaukee  Public  Library,  Milwaukee,  Wis I 

Minneapolis  Board  of  Trade,  MInneapotis.  Minn..  . 
HiDoesota.  State  of.  State  Board  of  Corrections 

and  CharilifH 

Minnesota  Ilisloricul   Society,  St.  Paul,  Minn 

Morse.  H.  C,  Gen.  Sec.  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  New  York, . 

Mudge  and  Mellin,  Boston,  Mass 

Murray.  Bev.  W.  H.  U 

National  Civil  Servk-e  Bcform  League,  New  York. 
New  lieilford  Public  Library,  New  Bedford.  Ma-ss.  , 

[New  Eartb,  The.  Publiahcrs  of.  New  York] 

New  England  Meteorological  Society,  Cumoridgc, 

Mass 

New  Haven  Fnje  Public  Library,  New  Haven,  Ct.. 
[New  Ideal,  The,  Publishers  of.  Boston,  Mass.]. . . 
[New  Jenisnicm  Magazine,  Publishers  of,  Boston, 

New  Mercantile  Library  Association,  Baltimore,  Md.  . 
New  York,  City  of— Commissioners  of  Thxcs  and 

Assessments 

New  York.  Slate  of — Civil  Service  Commission, . . 

Slate  Board  of  Health 

Stale  Library  

New  York  Free  C'irculatiug  Lil>r8ry,  New  York, . 

New  York,  Providence  and  Boston  R.  R.  Co 

Newark  Free  Public  Library,  Newark,  N.  J 

Newberry   Library,  Chicago.  Ill , 

Ncwburyport  Public  Library,  Newbutyport,  Mikss.  . 

Newell,  Timoihy.  M.  D 

Nenton  Free  Library,  Newton.  Moss 

Nicholson.  E.  B.,  Bodley's  Librarian.  Oxford,  Eng  . 
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=■?    S  ,  2  i 


Nickerson,  E,  I 

Nisbet,  William  D..  CilyAudllor,  Providence,  R.  I., 

Uiiivcreity.  EvnnBton.  Ill 

Library  AsHOclnlion,  San   FranctscoJ 

Cal 

rOffice  Muii'.i   Iti-CDnl,  Piiblishura  of.   Kaoaos  City,i 

M  '. 

Biiruiu.  Columbus,  O , . 


III.] 

LIIJ^ICH,  L'bI.] 

1  Uuiveraity] ;      5  . , 


\mm                istiiu.  siaiM 

itiu  Piu-ill(t,  PiibllHhcrs  of ,  Honolulu.! 

10   n08. 

Palerson  Fr™  Pulilk  J.ilirnry,  Pater*. ii,  N.  J....  , 

Peabody  lusliUitu.  Hiiltimori!,  M<1 1 

Peabody  Itisliiiiltr  l.llimry,  Peulxxly,  Maw  \           1 

183  noa. 

L^illpijt'  r.f  Efcntal  Surgery,  PLiladel- 

1  b-dsidc. 

Jk'coni,  PublUht're  of.  Pbilwielpliia, 

.  C.  Illrowu  University  I 

P  .  ChWgo,  III 1 

.....      3 
1 

K  .  ltt>sloti,  Mnas 3 

N.  Y  ,  Cil y  of.  — Boaril  of  Education . 
[Practical    .tlcc^hatiic,     Publisburs    of.    Worcester, 

12    DOS. 

Pratt  IiiHiitiiif,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y 

[Printer's    Circular,    Publishers   of,    Piiiladclplila, 

J 

o. 

4       3 

3.... 
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NAMES. 


eo   S3   Si  *r- 


U 

O 


2 

S 

Pu, 


00 

'S 
o 

o 


5 


Providence  Journal 

Providence  Post  Oflice 1    

Randolph,  Richard,  Philadelphia,  Pa 2    

Raymond.  W..  Boston,  Mass ••      H 

Redwood  Library,  Newport,  R.  1 1 

Revell.  Fleming  H.,  N.  Y 2    ....    . . 

Reynolds  Library,  Rochester.  N.    Y I      2  . . . . 

Rhode  Island,  SUite  of. — Adjutant  General 1 

Board  of  Health I       1 

Board  of  State  Charities  and  Corrections \      1  . . . . 

Commis-sioner  of  Schools •.        1  . . . . 

School  for  the  Deaf i      1  . . . . 

Secretary  of  State 1         7 


[Rhode  Island  Democrat,  Publishers  of] 52  nos. 

Rhode  Island  Historical  Society 1       1 

Rhode  Island  School  of  Design 1  . . . . 

Rhode  Island  Women's  C-lub 

Richmond,  F.  E 13         1 

1  . 


1 


Richmond  Manufacturing  Company 

Robbins,   Hon.  G.  F 

Robinson.  Rev.  Dr.  Ezekiel  G 


601 


21 


1 

I 

1 


17  vols. 
543  nos. 


^54i 


1 


S  52  vols. 
h66  nos. 


1 
1 


19  nos. 


1 


Robison.  David,  Toledo,  O 

Roper,  8.  C.  D.,  Department  of  Agriculture,  Otta 

wa.  Canada 

Russell.  John  A.,  San  Francisco,  Cal 

Ryder,  Rev.  C.   W 

Saint  Louis  Public  Library,  Saint  Louis,  Mo i      1  cat. 

Salem  Public  Library,  Salem.  Mass '  1 

San  Francisco  Free  Public  Library,  San  Francisco, 

Cal 

Sawin,  James  M 

Shaw,  Miss  Abby  G 

Sheldon,  H.  H.,  Pawtucket,  R.  I j 52  nos. 

Silas  Bronson  Library,  Waterbury,  Ct ;  1    i 

Snow,  Mrs.  Dr.  E.  M i476» 

Snow  and  Farnbara 

Somerville  Public  Library,  Somerville,  Mass 

Soule,  Charles  C,  Boston,  Mass 

Southbridge  Public  Library,  Southbridge,  Mass.. 

Southwick,  James  M 


2. 


1 


1 


1, 
1 


1  no. 


1  cat. 
1 


I  i  1  vol. 

•  •    <  39  nos. 

Stetson,  Mrs.  Charlotte  P.,  Pasadena,  Cal I 3  nos. 

Stiness,  Hon.  John  H j            I  , i  4   nos. 

[Sunday.  Courier,  Publishers  of] I !  1  no. 

Sutro  Library,  San  Francisco,  Cal i li  1   no. 


*Other  reports  aod  pampbleU,  received  with  these,  will  be  entered  later. 
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Swan.  Robert  T.,  BostoD.  Mass 

Swansea  Public  Libmry.  SwanHeu,  Wales 

[Swedeobore;  PulilisbiQg  AsBociutiuD.  Philadelphia,  i 

P«] 

Tarbell,  TI.  9..  Siipl.  of  Public  ScbooU 

Taunton  Public  I^Jbrurj'.  TauDtoD,  Uass 

[Textile  MaDufiicturidg  World.  Publishers  of,  Bus*' 

Ion,  MiisB.] 

Thomas  Criinu  Public  Library,  Quiocy,  Moss 

Thompson,  1>.  M 

Thurstoa.    l'rof<«siir  H.  H.,  Cornell    UniviTniiy, 

Ubatn.  N.  Y 

Ticlcnor.  .Sliss  Aunn  E,.  lloslon,  Mass 

Tilley.  R.   H..  Ncmiv.rl,  It.  I 

fjioies,  (The),  Publishers  iit  Los  Augeles,  Csl.] ...'.. 

Tokio  I.ibniry,  Tokio,  .liipiiu i 

Toledo  Publii-  LilmiiT.  Toleilo,  O 

Topelca  Fri'c  Public  r.ibniry.  Toiwkfl,  Kan i. . 

Townsend.  Williiim  II..  Heirs  of , 

Tracy,  Dimiel  O.  L,,  ("ily  Itc(,'is(er.  8t,  Louis,  Mo. .  . . 

Travelers  liisurunci;  Cu.,  Hiirlford,  Ot 

Trinity  College,  lliirlfonl.  (,'l 

Tufts  CoHl-c.  CollcgL-  Hill.  Muss 

TnftB  Liliniry.  Wcyinoulh.  Mass 

Turner.  Wj.uHh  J,.  Miulisim.  Wis 

Union  fi.r  Christian  Work 

I  Unitarian  Hcvicw,  E'ublishers  cit.  Biwton.  Mils.*].  . 
Jnited  Sillies  -AtiicriciiiL   K|iliciiims  uuil  NhuUciiI 

AlmanHC 

United  S[uk's  Uurimu  of  Kducntion 

Burciiu  of  Slatislics 

Chief  uf  Engini-vrx 

Chief  Signal  (Mllcwr 

(!oaHt  and  UiHNlelic  Survey 

I)e|mrlitj<mt  of  AgriciiUurc 

ni'Piirtnieiit  of  Stale 

Df^purlnieul  of  the   Interior 

Depiirlnicut  of  llie  Navy 

DeiMirtuionl  of  War 

Director  of  the  Hint 

Fish  Conmiission 

Geological  Survey 

Ilvdrographic  Office 

Palcnl  Olllce 

Bmiihsouian  Iii.slilulion 

SiirK.-«n-Geutrars  Olllee 

[United  Stales  Journal  of   KJocution   auU  Uralury.. 
PnblihIierH  of,  WiiHliitiKlon.  I).  C] 
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rUnited  Stales  Milkr,  Publisbcrs  of,  Milwnukccj  i        i 

Wis.  I , '....,....' 

Unity  Publisbln^  Co..  New  York ' ' 

University  of  Hicliigan.  Aim  Arbor,  Micb i <       1 

UniTCrsity  of  Ilochi/ster,  Rochester,  N,  Y 1 

Unknown 2         3 

Updike,  D.  B.,  Boston,  Mass 4  , 

U  pton,  Profcs.'ior  Winslow.  [Brown  University] 1  . 

Uxbridge  Free  Public  Lilimry,  Uxbridge,  Mass T . . . .  . 

Vassar  College.  Pouglikfcpaie,  N.  Y 10  ... . 

Wallis.  A..  Biockhoim,  Swalen 2  . 

Waltham  Pulilic  Library,  Wallhuni.  Mass 1 

Warren,  Winslow,  Boston,  Miiss S  . 


Watertowo  Free  Piil>I  it  Library,  Watertown,  Mass.. 1. . .     

Watertown  Lihriiry  AssoctatioD,  Watertown,  Ct, .        1  cat 

Webb.  Rev.  S,  H H       12 

[Week'aTalk   Tlie.  Piililislicre  of.  New  York).... 1  no. 

[West  Sbcire.  Piilili.sliurs  of.  Portland.  Ore.] ....'        1  no. 

Westermann.  B..  and  Co..  New  York 18  noa. 

Westminster  Pul)lisliing  Cu  .  Pbiladclplila,  Pa 1  no. 

White.  Emerson  E  ,  Suiil.  of  Scboola.  ciiicinnati.  0 1 

Wildey.  Ilev.  J.  B 2  noB. 

Williams.  PrcifMSor  Alonzo.  [Itrown  University) 1  b'dside. 

Wilmington  Institnie.  Wihniugtou,  Del 1 

Winchester  Town  Lllirary.  Winclieftur,  Muss 1 

Wisconsin  Blale  llistoriciil  Society,  Mailison,  Wis 2 

Woburn  Public  Library.  Woburn,  Mass 1 

[Women's  Journal.  Piitilishers  of.  Boston,  Mass] 53  nos. 

Woodbury,  Rev.  Dr.  Augustus 1 

Worcester  Free  Public  Lilirary,  Worccsler,  Mass, 1  ....  i    11  liull. 

Worcester  Polyltchnic  Iiislilulc.  Worcester,  Mass.        1  cat   

Wright,  Ceil.  Carroll  D.,  Wasbiiiglon,  D.  C 1  ....' 

[Writer.  The,  Publisheix  of,  Boston.  Mass,] 2  noa. 

Yale  University,  New  Haven.  Ct 5 

■■     '.s  Association  for  Mutual  Im|irovenieiit, 


ing  Men'.s  As) 

ATl>any,   N.  " 


Young  Men's  Christian  Association 45 

Total* 984  1203    101    : 


1     63  bull, 
ifb'dsides. 
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for  year  ending  Dec^inber  SI,  1SS9. 


RECEIPTS. 

Income  from  investments $6,725  99 

Samuel  M.  Noyes's  bequest 5,000  00 

Akerman  Co.'s  donation  25  00 

State  of  Rhode  Island  appropriation  200  00 

City  of  Providence  appropriation —  11,000  00 

Fines,  catalogues,  etc 338  70 


DISBURSEMENTS. 

Salaries,  rent,  supplies,  insurance,  expenses,  etc (10,886  80 

Notepaid 5,000  00 

Books,  i)eriodicals  and  pamphlets 3,868  57 

Binding 465  00 

Furniture  and  fixtures 875  63 

Balance  due  Treasurer,  Dec  31,  1888 415  40 

Balance,  cash  on  hand 1,778  29 


RESOURCES. 


$23,280  69 


$23,289  69 


The  funds  of  the  library  amount  to $257,495  59 

Of  this  sum  there  has  been  received  from  the  Estate  of  Henry  L. 

Kendall,  on  account  of  his  bequest 157,997  29 

This,  however,  is  subject  to  annuities  of  $4,500.00  and  expenses  of 

administering  the  trust,  under  Mr.  Kendall's  will. 

Pkovide>'ce  Public  Library, 

William  T.  Nicholson, 

Treasurer, 
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His  Honor,  ibe  Ma3'or,  Hon.  Ciiaulks  Sydnky  Smith. 


Joseph  A.  Barkkr, 
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Edward  I.  Nickkrson, 
John  H.  Stiness, 
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Oeoroe  F.  Leetk. 
Thomas  Ditrfee, 
Alfred  M.  Williams, 
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M-iy,  August,  and  November ;  weekly  meeting  of  library  committee,  each 
Tbursdav.  at  4  P.  M. 


THIRTEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN. 


To  THE  Board  of  Trustees  : 

Gentlemen  : — 1  haye  the  honor  to  present  herewith  my  thirteenth 
annual  report,  covering  the  operations  of  the  year  1890. 

general  statement/ 

The  number  of  volumies  reported  one  year  ago  was  46,082.'  Dur- 
ing the  past  year  the  total  accessions  have  been  11,220,'  comprising 
(1)  9,794'  volumes  obtained  by  purchase;  (2)  99  received  as  ex- 
changes, transfers,  etc. ;  (3)  1,327  gifts  from  various  sources'^;  mak- 
ing, therefore,  after  deducting  the  2,343*  volumes  withdrawn  during 
the  year,  a  present  total  of  54,959\ 

THE    library's   RELATIONS   TO   THE   CITY. 

As  indicated  in  the  tables  printed  with  the  annual  report  two  years 
ago",  there  are  in  the  United  Stales  several  different  types  of  public 
library  organization.  The  beginning  made  by  the  City  of  Providence 
in  1889%  in  the  direction  of  an  annual  appropriation  to  this  library, 
an  action  repeated  during  the  past  year'%  takes  it  from  the  category 
there  slated,  though  it  does  not  place  it  on  precisely  the  same  footing 
with  the  greater  number  of  public  libraries  in  the  country.  Yet  there 
are  few  in  which,  even  under  the  disadvantageous  conditions  which 
have  existed",  greater  improvement  has  been  made  of  the  opportuni- 


See  Appendix  Xo.  2. 

Bee  12tb  annual  report,  p.  3. 

Including  6,775  from  the  Franklin  Lyceum. 

6,775  of  these  purchased  from  Franklin  Lyceum. 

See  Appendix  No.  13.    Acknowledgment  of  gifts,  etc. 

2,204  of  the  Krankliu  Lyceum  books  were  given  to  the  Olney villc  Free  Library. 

See  Appendices  2,  3  and  4. 

Sec  11th  annual  report,  p.  44. 

Sec  12th  annual  report,  p.  4. 
>«    An  act  was  approved  Xov.  22,  1890.  appropriating  $7,500.00  to  the  Providence  Public  Library. 
II     See  comparative  stutistics,  In  .appendix  No.  12. 
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ties  for  usefulness  which  constantly  present  themselves,  whether  to  the 
citizens  generally,  to  the  city's  system  of  public  schools,  or  to  the 
departments  of  the  city  government  themselves.  Instances  of  the  last 
named,  both  striking  and  tangible,  are  of  by  no  means  exceptional 
occurrence,  sometimes  an  application  of  this  kind  being  presented 
from  more  than  one  city  official  on  the  same  day.  A  well  authenti- 
cated instance'  in  one  of  the  largest  cities  of  the  country,  of  the  saving 
of  a  sum  of  many  thousand  dollars,  in  the  matter  of  a  contract,  due 
to  the  opportunity  for  consulting  the  requisite  data  comprised  in  works 
of  authority  in  the  public  library  of  that  city,  is  but  an  indication  of 
the  possibilities  of  tins  library,  were  it  but  equipped  as  it  should  be, 
with  the  standard  works  of  authority  in  its  various  departments.  To 
the  city's  system  of  public  schools,  the  library  has  been  of  large  ser- 
vice from  the  beginning,*  limited  only  by  its  limited  funds. 

From  the  beginning,  the  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Providence  has  been 
regarded,  ex-officio^  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  this 
library.  To  remove,  however,  any  uncertainty  in  the  matter,  the 
library's  charter  was  amended  by  the  Rhode  Island  General  Assembly, 
April  24,  1890,  providing  that  he  shall  be  a  member  of  the  Board, 
eX'Officlo."  The  address  of  the  retiring  Mayor,  Hon.  Henry  R.  Barker, 
Dec.  31,  1890,  referred  with  satisfaction  to  the  fact  that  during  his 
term  of  service  the  city  government  had  "  given  to  the  Public  Library 
of  this  city  a  well-merited  recognition  and  support^"  and  it  is  indeed 
worthy  of  remembrance  that  this  action  was  taken  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  a  committee  of  the  City  Council,  declaring  this  library 
"  a  necessary  adjunct  to  the  educational  system  sustained  by  the  city 
in  its  public  scIiooIh*." 

THE    year's    growth. 

In  tiie  gross  amount  the  figures  of  the  past  year's  accessions'  sur- 
pass those  of  any  previous  year.'  It  needs  to  be  borne  in  mind  that 
more  than  one-half  of  this  amount  comprised  a  single  purchase  from 
the  Franklin  Lyceum%  with  a  view  to  disposing  of  large  portions  of  it 
afterwards.     This  is  the  second  important  library  which  had  long  been 


>  Cincinnati.    Soc  the  Library  Journal,  v.  14,  p.  217. 

^  746  Hpeeial  "  Hchooi  cards  "  nro  now  in  use. 

'  Sot"  Prochtf  Hcr  IhiUy  Journal,  April  26,  18yO. 

*  St'C  Prori'lemc  Daihj  J<»irnal,  Jan.  1,  1801. 

•»  fciee  Prorhlence  Daily  Journal^  June  11,  18S9. 

*  See  Appendix  No.  2. 

^  \^K'0  tbe  conipaiiiton  oh  Kiven  in  Ap|>endix  No.  9. 

**  6,77r>  volumes  were  purchn«ed  of  the  Franklin  Lyceum  (tORethcr  with  furniture,  etc.),  for  f  000. 
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a  valned  factor  iq  the  life  of  the  city,  to  become  absorbed  in  this  pub- 
lic library,  the  other  being  the  library  of  the  Providence  Association 
of  Mechanics  and  Manufacturers,  whose  collection  of  more  than  6,200 
volumes  was  received  at  the  start. ^  It  would  certainly  be  unnatural 
not  to  expect  the  expression  of  some  regret  at  the  discontinuance  of 
these  valuable  libraries  as  separate  and  distinct  institutions.  Yet  we 
may  perhaps  be  permitted  the  suggestion,  that  the  public  as  a  whole  is 
no  loser  by  the  process.  The  result,  instead  of  being  a  loss,  is  a  re- 
distribution of  resources.  So  far  as  the  volumes  are  concerned  which 
the  Franklin  Lyceum  Library  contained,  and  this  library  did  not,  the 
result  is  a  decided  strengthening  of  our  collection  in  places  where  it 
needed  re-enforcement' ;  and  the  public  at  large  now  have  access  to  it 
rather  than  a  part  as  formerly'.  So  far  as  the  remainder  of  the 
material  is  concerned,  a  portion  of  it  is  now  performing  the  uses  of 
exchanges  with  other  libraries  and  thereby  greatly  enriching  our  own, 
while  another  and  very  large  part, — 2204  volume8\ — has  been  sent  by 
this  libraiy  as  a  gift  to  the  Olneyville  Free  Library,  a  disposition  of  it 
which  will  be  productive  of  most  beneficial  re8ult8^  Not  until  the 
process  of  exchanges  above  referred  to  shall  be  more  nearly  com- 
pleted, will  it  be  possible  to  state  just  how  largely  the  size  of  this 
library  will  be  permanently  increased  by  this  accession.  Aside  from 
this  large  lump  purchase,  the  purchases  of  the  past  year  have  been 
large,  although  the  instances  in  which  we  have  felt  that  we  ought  to 
purchase,  but  could  not  afford  to  purchase,  have  been  scarcely  less 
numerous  than  before.  The  number  of  volumes  purchased,  aside  from 
the  Franklin  Lyceum  books,  is  3018%  but  in  numerous  individual  in- 
stances very  exceptional  opportunities  have  offered  for  securing  long- 
needed  works  at  low  rates.  The  Industrial  and  Decorative  purchases 
referred  to  in  the  report  of  one  year  ago^  have  been  continued  through 
the  year,  and  the  library  is  gradually  becoming  the  possessor  of  a 
scientifically  selected  set  of  volumes  and  plates  which  cannot  fail  to 
leave  a  distinct  impress  on  the  character  of  the  work  done  in  the 
various  industries  of  the  city.      It  is  a  fact  of  considerable  interest 

>     See  1st  aonual  report,  p.  15. 

9    Chiefly  In  works  which  have  been  long  out  of  print. 

3  The  Franklin  Lyceum  still  exists  as  an  organiiatlon  for  holding  debates.  In  this  connection 
Its  former  books  are  still  of  i«ervlce  to  its  meml>ers,  In  our  library,  and  would  be  still  more  so  in  a 
building  better  suited  to  tlie  purpose. 

*  See  Appendix  No.  2. 

'    See  also  p.  12  of  this  report. 

*  See  Appendix  No.  3. 

~     See  12th  annual  rei>ort,  pp.  5-6. 
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tliat  the  systematic  method  adopted  in  the  selection  of  the  technical 
works  Just  referred  to,  and  fully  described  in  the  report  of  one  vetir 
ago  has  proved  an  attractive  one  in  libraries  outside  the  city.  Corres- 
pondence has  taken  place  in  several  instances,  and  from  three  libraries 
has  come  the  request  to  copy  the  list  of  books  selected.  Questions 
under  the  will  of  Albert  J.  Jones,  dated  May  25,  1887^  have  but 
recently  been  determined.  In  it  he  leaves  to  this  library  two  funds,  of 
81,000  each.  The  income  of  one  of  these  is  to  be  applied  to  the  pur- 
chase of  works  supplementing  the  valuable  Italian  collection'  received 
from  Mr.  Jones  as  a  gift,  shortly  before  his  death  ;  the  income  of  the 
other  to  the  purchase  of  works  on  design,  most  admirably  furthering 
the  system  already  begun  by  this  library. 

It  may  be  questioned  whether  any  city  is  so  small  that  its  various 
libraries  can  wisely  disregard  the  necessity  for  some  common  under- 
standing as  to  special  iiclds  of  growth.  Certainly  this  important  prin- 
ciple cannot  well  be  disregarded  in  the  case  of  the  three  larger  libraries 
of  this  city,  the  Brown  University  Library,  the  Providence  Athenaium, 
and  the  Providence  Public  Library.  The  true  principle  in  regard  to 
the  growth  of  these  libraries, — and  one  which  they  have  all  recognized 
in  a  greater  or  less  degree, — is  one  which  conceives  of  the  community 
as  the  real  unit,  instead  of  the  local  constituencies  of  anv  one  of  the 
separate  libraries.  The  end  to  be  kept  in  view  is  the  ensuring  that  in 
some  one,  at  least,  of  the  dififerent  libraries,  the  student  shall  be 
enabled  to  find  approximately  every  work  of  value  or  importance  on 
the  various  subjects  required.  It  should  also  render  it  certain  that,  in 
due  time,  in  some  one  at  least  of  these  libraries  the  student  of  a  sub- 
ject shall  find  his  subject  exhaustively  represented  or  approximately  so. 
Of  course  there  must  be,  in  all  alike,  a  certain  huge  element,  common 
to  all.  But  when  we  radiate  in  any  direction  from  this,  and  have  to 
take  the  (luestion  of  ''specialties"  into  account,  there  are  varying 
kinds  of  considerations  which  rule.  If  a  library  has  become  the  pos- 
sessor of  a  hpcciul  collection  (as  the  Harris  collection  on  Slavery  and 
the  Kebellion'  in  the  case  of  this  library),  or  if  a  library  has  a  fund 
for  a  certiiin  prescribed  purpose  (as  the  Gluey  Botanical  fund  at  the 
Brown  rniversily  Library),  or  if  a  line  of  readinp  grows  out  of  certain 
conditions  of  the  library,  (as  the  Industrial  and  Decorative  department 
of  this  library),  these  conditions  and  those  analogous  to  them  would 
seem  to  indirale  with  considerable  clearness  what  course  to  take. 

1     Mr.  ll(.>Iu^  hiul  ulicuily  diiriDK  hin  life  been  u  ^cncrouM  douur  to  Ibis  library.    See  10th  annual 
roi»orl,  j>p.  4-r>. 
'•'     ^^(■l>  Ttb  aiiDUul  rt'i>urt,  p.  4. 
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In  two  directions  the  needs  of  this  library  have  long  been  pressing. 
One  of  these  is  an  approximately  full  set  of  the  publications  of  the 
United  States  government'.  An  institution  so  late  in  its  organization 
as  this  was,  necessarily  finds  its  sets  of  these  important  publications 
annoyingly  fragmentary.  More  than  that,  its  supply  from  the  depart- 
ments at  Washington  of  these  documents  as  currently  published,  has 
been  quite  the  reverse  of  complete.  Not  until  during  the  year  just 
closed,  in  fact,  has  this  library  been  placed  on  the  ofHcial  list  of  de- 
positories of  United  States  government  publications,  succeeding  in  this 
list  the  Franklin  Lyceum  Library,  discontinued.  Yet  very  much  still 
remains  to  be  done,  to  render  this  an  at  all  adequately  equipped  col- 
lection of  the  works  referred  to. 

The  other  great  need  has  been  an  approximately  complete  set  of 
bound  volumes  of  periodicals.  Since  1883*  a  list  of  the  vacancies 
which  we  need  to  fill  has  each  year,  with  one  exception,  constituted 
one  of  the  features  of  the  annual  report,  and  with  extraordinarily  good 
results.  Year  by  year  one  set  after  another  has  been  completed  and 
has  been  dropped  from  the  list.  Yet  a  large  number  of  important 
vacancies  still  remain  to  be  filled,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  list  in  the 
present  report^  The  bound  volumes  of  periodicals  are  at  the  widest 
possible  remove  from  being  "  dead  matter."  P'^ew  publications  will 
sometimes  tiirow  such  living  light  on  a  subject  of  current  interest ;  and 
the  practice,  so  largely  developed  here,  whereby  readers  have  at  hand 
definite  and  specific  references*  to  volume  and  page,  in  connection 
with  a  given  subject,  renders  them  material  of  constant  nse.^ 

A  comparison  of  the  ''  list  of  periodicals  currently  received,**  as 
printed  in  each  successive  annual  report  will  reveal  the  fact  that  it  has 
gradually  increased  from  year  to  year*.  In  the  case  of  periodicals,  as 
in  that  of  books,  the  interests  of  the  community  are  largely  one,  and 
this  fact  has  led  to  the  printing  of  a  ^^  Cooperative  list  of  periodicals 
and  serials  "'  taken  in  Providence,  whose  usefulness  it  needs  no  argu- 
ment to  show\ 

Bee  5th  annual  report,  p.  11. 

Hee  6tb  annual  report,  Appendix  11. 

See  Appendix  No.  10. 

Both  daily  and  weekly. 

See  9tb  annual  report,  p.  6. 

A  consolidated  "  Finding  list "  is  now  in  press. 

Xow  in  press. 

Such  a  list,  prepared  in  1883,  proved  very  useful.    See  6th  annual  report,  p.  12. 
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THE    year's.  CSeV 


As  regards  aggregate  use  there  is  little  that  is  sigoifieaDt  in  the  past 
year's  record.  The  past  three  years  have  shown  a  slow  but  gradual  rise 
in  these  figures,  yet,  as  so  often  before  stated  in  these  reports',  no  fun- 
damentally different  showing  can  be  expected  until  the  equipment  of 
the  library  is  a  very  different  one.  Since  the  publication  of  the  last 
rep<M't,  the  United  States  census  of  1890  has  officially  stated  the  popu- 
lation of  Providence  to  be  132.043'.  At  the  same  time  the  number  of 
volumes  in  the  Public  Library  of  Providence  was  46,082* ;  that  is,  a 
little  over  i  of  a  book  to  each  person.  It  is  interesting  to  compare 
this  with  the  quite  opposite  ratio  existing  at  Brookline,  Newton,  and 
other  Massachusetts  localities.  One  interesting  feature  of  the  past 
year's  use  has  been  the  opening  of  the  library  for  the  first  time  on 
Sunday,  beginning  May  11,  1890.  This  step  would  have  been  taken 
long  before,  but  for  the  increased  cost  which  it  involves,  and  the  pain- 
fully limited  funds  at  our  disposal.  It  is  of  interest  to  know  what  is 
the  character  of  the  use  made  of  it  on  Sunday.  To  quote  from  an 
account  published  by  the  librarian  in  October*,  ^'  Current  numbers  of 
periodicals,  as  is  natural,  comprise  a  certain  share  of  it.  An  impor- 
tant share  of  it,  however,  is  in  connection  with  the  industrial  and 
decorative  department  of  the  library,  which  the  managers  are  at  pres- 
ent so  much  interested  in  developing,  as  the  following  titles  out  of  the 
many  books  in  use  yesterday  will  show:  Shaw's  *^  Encyclopaedia  of 
ornament,"  Redgrave's  "Outlines  of  historic  ornament,"  Burn's 
*' Ornamental  drawing  and  architectural  design,"  Perry's  "Greek 
and  Konian  sculpture,"  three  of  the  bound  volumes  of  the  Scientific 
American  Supi)lenient,  etc".  This  is  in  agreement  with  the  remark 
made  to  tlie  librarian,  not  long  ago,  by  a  gentleman  intimately  inter- 
osted  in  those  industries  of  the  city  into  which  design  enters  to  an  im- 
portant extent,  and  possessing  a  wide  acquaintance  with  skilled  art- 
isans, to  the  effect  that  the  opening  of  the  library  on  Sundays  would  be 
by  no  class  of  readers  regarded  as  more  of  a  boon  than  by  them,  many 
of  whom,  to  his  knowledge,  had  thus  far  been  prevented  by  the  close 


'  S»'t'  Ai>i»onillx  No.  7. 

'J  St'f  rjth  unnual  report,  p.  10. 

3  rrovidonre  Journal  Almanac.  1891,  p.  34. 

*  I'Jth  unnuni  rcinirt,  Api)endix  No.  '2. 

*  Src  /V«>r»»/f  »(•«   I)<iil{/ Journal,  Oct.  irt,  ISOO. 

*  i^ve  aUo,  on  t)io  uitv  of  thi»  library  on  Sunday,  the  American  Library  Aasoclatlon  Pntcevdintre, 
\>\M),  p.  119;  rrovidcnoo  Juurnai,  Oct.  «,  1890;  «eo  also  Providt-nce  Juurual,  May  10, 1890. 
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confinement  of  their  week-day  labors  from  using  it  on  week-days." 
It  will  be  noticed  that  the  Sunday  opening  began  in  May  just  as  the 
ordinary  use  of  the  librai^  declines  each  year  towards  the  mid-summer 
weeks  and  then  rises  again*.  The  Sunday  use,  though  naturally  show- 
ing the  same  influence,  rose  later  in  the  year  to  a  considerable  figure, 
more  than  150  issues  being  recorded  on  one  Sunday'. 

The  librarian  would  name  as  one  of  the  most  pressing  needs  of  the 
library  the  appointment  of  a  regular  clerk  whose  distinct  business  it 
shall  be  to  answer  questions  on  special  subjects,  to  assist  in  researches 
of  students,  to  assist  readers  in  the  use  of  the  catalogues,  and  to  sup- 
ply other  information  which  readers  may  need.  Within  certain  limits, 
such  work  as  this  stands  for  has  from  the  first  been  done  at  this  library. 
But  it  has  been  done  under  very  great  disadvantages,  the  inquiry  for 
subjects  requiring  special  research  falling  upon  library  attendants 
whose  routine  duties  required  of  them  certain  other  work.  The  work 
of  the  library  is  now  such  that  the  establishment  of  this  specific  posi- 
tion ought  not  to  be  longer  delayed.  Indeed,  few  can  adeqCiately  con- 
ceive to  what  extent  the  inquiries  made  at  the  library  have  become 
specialized  and  require  trained  facility  and  research,  and  time  to 
devote  to  it.  P'ew  who  have  not  taken  pains  to  inform  themselves  can 
form  an  idea  of  the  extent  to  which  the  library  has  become  a  great 
workshop,  or,— from  another  point  of  view, — a  laboratory.' 

The  current  use  of  the  library  shows  also  very  fully  what  the  topics 
are,  on  which  the  thought  of  the  community  is  exercised.  There  is,  ic 
is  true,  a  reciprocal  relation  between  this  and  the  special  lists  of  refer- 
ences prepared.  Thus  the  works  included  in  such  lists  as  those  on 
industrial  training,  on  finance,  etc\,  have  been  inconstant  demand, 
and  show  the  practical  efidciency  of  the  weekly  lists  in  the  newspapers.* 
The  same  is  true  of  some  interesting  forms  of  work  in  connection  with 
the  public  schools  during  the  past  year.  In  January,  1890,  was  begun 
in  Music  Hall  the  first  series,  in  this  city,  of  ''Old  South  Lectures  "  on 
American  history,  intended,  as  in  Boston,    especially  for  the  school 


1     See  Appendix  No.  8. 

3  Dec.  7,  1890.  The  entire  Sunday  une  (for  34  Sundays  only,  out  of  the  62  Sundays  in  the  year,) 
is  1.032.  Up  to  1889  the  number  of  public  libraries  in  the  country  opened  on  Sunday  was  47.  The 
number  has,  no  doubt,  largely  increased  since  then. 

3  Home  of  the  phases  of  this  use  are  treated  by  the  librarian  in  a  paper  read  by  him  before  the 
American  Library  Association  in  {September  Inst,  on  "Classification  from  the  reader's  point  of 
view."     (••  Proceedings,"  p.  6-9.) 

*  Since  the  beginning  of  the  present  year  the  question  of  a  bi-cameral  city  council,  raised  by  the 
inaugural  address  of  Mayor  Smith,  has  had  the  same  experience. 

&  For  the  past  three  months,  both  daily  newspapers  have  been  supplied  on  the  same  date  with 
the  same  weekly  lists. 
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children,  the  speakers  being  Edward  Everett  Hiile,'  Mr.  Pklwin  D. 
Mead,  President  Andrews,  and  others.  Printed  sheets  of  references', 
with  the  book  numbers  added  on  the  margin,  were  placed  in  the  hands 
of  each  pupil  as  he  entered  the  hall.  These  lists  were  also  posted  at 
the  library.  These  courses  have  proved  of  great  value  in  stimulating 
interest  in  American  history,  and  the  use  of  the  books  cited  on  the 
printed  slips  has  shown  of  how  practical  a  value  this  method  has  been 
found  to  be^  Tlie  practice  begun  in  1889*  has  been  continued  during 
the  past  year,  of  setting  apart  $200.00  from  the  book  fund,  for  the 
purchase  of  l)ooks  supplementary  to  the  studies  pursued  in  the  schools, 
and  used  by  the  teachers  in  connection  with  their  school  work.  The 
catalogue*  of  these  works,  (comprising  in  some  instances  30  copies  of 
the  same  book,  and  including  such  admirable  selections  as  John 
Fiske's  ''War  of  Independence,"  Edward  Everett  Hale's  ''Life  of 
George  Washington  studied  anew,*'  Franklin's  "Autobiography," 
Drake's  "The  making  of  New  England,"  and  Brooks's  "Abraham 
Lincoln',") Ishows  how  admirable  an  adjunct  the  library  is  thus  enableil 
to  furnish  to  the  work  of  the  schools.  Mention  should  here  be  made 
also  of  the  very  useful  catalogue  of  "Reading  for  the  young',"  pre- 
pared by  several  experienced  librarians,  and  published  by  the  Library 
Bureau  in  Boston.  The  taste  and  judgment  shown  in  the  compilation 
of  this  catalogue,  as  in  that  which  Mr.  Sawin  of  this  city  has  been  in 
the  habit  of  preparing  each  year,  renders  it  of  exceptional  value  for 
our  purpose.  Several  copies  have  been  procured,  on  one  of  which  the 
library  numbers  have  been  entered  on  the  margin.  A  marked  instance 
of  intelligent  training  in  the  use  of  books  was  shown  at  the  graduating 
exercises  of  one  of  the  grammar  schools,  in  June  last.  These  com- 
prised studies  of  the  early  settlement  of  the  town  of  Providence — its  • 
geography,  settlers,  government,  social  life,  etc.  Some  of  these 
sketches  embodied  gleanings  made  by  the  pupils  in  the  comparison 
of  thirty  or  forty  different  volumes,  mostly  at  the  Public  Library." 

The  tables  given  in  the  Appendix"  show  that  while  the  use  of  the 
works  in  the  "Historical  classes"  and  in  the  "Arts  and  sciences" 

»     Til  the  -\'"r  Kinjhinil  Mnij<i-.inf,  v.  s,  pp.  110-11,  I)r.  Halo  has  JcBcribed  Uie  occiuion. 

-    For  :i  upei'.iiiH'i),  flfit  Appendix  Xo.  11. 

3  'I'ho  iidiiiirahle  inoverneni  kn(»\vn  aH  the  **  rnivcniiity  cxieiiKion  movement,"  baa  been  iiet  in 
operation  nince  the  clone  of  the  year  referred  to,  botli  in  Provideme  and  Pawtucket,  and  ban 
ooeasioned  hiiiiliar  inetliodH  of  rOi>pe ration. 

«     See  rjth  annual  report,  p.  H. 

•'     rreparetl  fi.»r  tlie  jirinrlpals,  by  tlie  librarian. 

''■    The  Heleetion  of  the  voliiineK  waH  the  rei<ult  of  a  eonipnring  of  notea  among  tbc  principaU. 

'     ••  Keadiny  for  tlie  y«.unt:,"  by  John  F.  Sari:ent  and  others,  Bo.stou  :  Library  Bureau,  1890. 

^     Sr^ee  Pn>i  i«lni>  f  Ihil^j  Jomwil,  June  aO,  1890. 

"     tSec  Appendix  No.  7,  [I>J. 
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do  DOt  constitute  a  higher  percentage'  of  the  whole  than  in  the  pre- 
vious year,  the  absolute  number  of  volumes  used  is  greater  in  both 
instances.  But  a  comparison  of  even  more  interest  is  that  between 
the  number  of  issues  in  the  two  classes,  "  Practical  Science,"  and 
"  Art,"  in  1889  and  in  1890.  In  the  year  just  closed  there  is  a  total 
of  4476  in  these  two  classes*,  while  for  1889  the  total  is  3930'.  This 
gradual  rise  it  is  impossible  not  to  connect  more  or  less  directly 
with  the  important  steps  which  have  been  taken  in  developing  the 
Industrial  and  Decoratiue  department  of  the  library.  It  is  a  fact  of 
importance  in  this  connection,  that  so  great  is  the  interest  among 
those  whose  daily  pursuits  or  studies  take  them  into  those  fields,  that 
in  two  places*  outside  the  library,  a  specially  prepared  catalogue  of 
these  works  in  this  library  had  been  made,  and  kept  for  consultation. 
It  is  well  known  that  the  library  has  for  sometime  past  aimed  to  facili- 
tate the  wider  circulation*  of  books  in  special  demand,  the  applicant 
for  it  being  notified  in  due  order,  of  the  return  of  the  book  to  the 
library.  It  is  a  fact  of  significant  interest  that  one  of  the  books 
which  has  been  thus  in  uninterrupted  demand  for  many  months  is  a 
work  of  so  special  a  nature  as,Penneirs  "  Pen  Drawing.*' 

THE    READING    PUBLIC." 

The  period  of  time  adopted  for  the  life  of  a  borrower's  card  is  three 
years,  and  in  the  three  years  ending  Dec.  31,  1890,  the  total  number 
of  borrowers  registered  was  10,671'.  The  completion  of  the  I'^nited 
States  census  of  1890*  makes  it  possible,  for  the  first  time  for  several 
years,  to  tabulate  the  percentages**  of  the  use  of  the  library  to  the 
IMjpulation  in  the  respective  wards.  As  several  years  ago'",  it  is  now 
also  found  that  the  ward  containing  the  smallest  absolute  population 

■  In  iiu'Dtiuaint;  in  the  roport  of  (»nc  year  &go  (p.  9)  the  MlinoNt  unrxampled  druppinK  of  Uu'  fic- 
tion p<-rcrntat;o  in  8uc*ce»i*ive  ycartt,  it  wan  stated  that  thlH  '*caD  iiardly  be  expected  to  coDtinuc." 
TluM  yrar  tiio  percentage  ih  58  inHte.'id  of  56,  and  a  rhictuation  may  for  tiio  future  be  ex|H>cted. 

^    See  Appendix  Xu.  7  [I>1.  of  thin  report :  (Tractical  science,  2,312;  Art,  'J.KU). 
'■*     Soe  12tli  annual  report,  p.  21;    (I'rarticjil  nciencc,  1%I ;   Art,  1969).      In  18^1  tliiH  total  was 
only  21fi5.    (I'rartioal  Hcience,  1,(H)3;  Art,  1,072).     See  4tli  annual  report,  p.  19. 

*  Namely,  the  liliode  Inland  Hcbool  of  Dcsiirn  and  the  llrown  N:  Sharpe  Mfg.  (-o. 

Anoth«>r  meaKure  recently  adopted,  to  facilitate  the  same  thing,  in  the  deHiffuating  of  bookM  in 
certain  inittancefi  a^  not  to  be  renewed  or  transferred.  Thin  ip«  only  where  the  work  is  in  unusual 
demand,  and  it  in  jfencraliy  the  ca^e  that  an<»lher  copy  of  the  (•ame  work  may  be  kept  the  usual 
length  of  limi^. 

*  See  .\ppendix  No.  6. 

■  The  reciHtration  be^innint;  Jan.  1,  1H8K. 

"     liy  thiH  c«'n»uri  the  )>opulatiou  of  rrovidencc  is  rep«)rted  as  132/43. 

■'    See  ApiK'ndix  No.  6. 

See  Ut  annual  report,  p.  x.    (The  former  S(>cond  ward.) 
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shows  the  largest  percentage  of  readers  to  the  popnlation*.  As  in 
former  years  also,  the  remoter  wards — as  the  10th  and  Sd, — show 
the  smallest  relative  use^  The  question  as  to  the  feasibility  of  estab- 
lishing branches  has  more  than  once  presented  itself  for  consideration 
during  the  past  few  years.  For  more  than  one  reason',  there  arc 
other  needs  of  the  library  which  must  take  precedence  of  this.  But 
there  is  one  fact  of  very  striking  interest  in  this  connection,  namely 
that  the  Olneyville  Free  Library,  situated  as  it  is  on  the  very  edge  of 
the  city  limits,  though  having  no  organic  connection  with  tiiis  library, 
performs  many  of  the  functions  of  a  branch  library.  Although  its 
building*  stands  within  the  limits  of  the  town  of  Johnston,  by  far  the 
greater  number  of  the  borrowers, — about  60  per  cent., — are  residents  of 
Providence.  The  library  is  used  constantly  and  largely, — as  this  library 
is, — by  the  teachers  and  pupils  of  those  public  schools  of  Providence 
which  are  situated  nearest^  the  Johnston  line,  in  connection  with  their 
studies.  The  library  acts  as  a  feeder  to  this  library,  as  a  branch  of 
the  Boston  Public  Library  does  to  the  main  library,  and  the  coming  of 
some  reader  to  this  library  who  says  that  he  has  been  referred  here 
from  the  Olneyville  Free  Library,  for  works  of  a  more  special  charac- 
ter than  are  contained  therein,  is  a  matter  of  frequent  occurrence*. 
Repeatedly  also  references  on  special  subjects  posted  at  this  library 
have  been  posted  there  also'.  As  is  stated  elsewhere  in  this  report", 
2,204  of  the  volumes  which  we  received  from  the  Franklin  Lyceum 
Library, — being  dui)licatcs, — were  given  by  us  during  the  past  year  to 
the  Olneyville  Free  Library ;  and,  in  view  of  the  circumstances  above 
mentioned^  the  librarian  is  of  the  opinion  that  no  use  of  them  more 
conducive  to  the  interests  of  our  own  library  could  have  been  made. 
He  is  also  very  strongly  of  the  opinion  t  hat  if  the  privileges  of  this 
library  were  extended  to  the  Johnston  as  w  ell  as  the  Providence  users* 
of  the  Olneyville  Free  Library,  (with  a  definitely  prescribed  area,)  even 
greater  reciprocal  benefits  would  result. 


I    See  Appendix  Xo.  6,  of  IhU  report.    (The  prcHont  Fourtli  ward.) 

-    fc^oo  Appendix  No.  6. 

3    Chicfl}-  the  limited  fiindit  of  the  library. 

*    Thia  is  true  both  of  the  building  ut  present  occupied  and  the  one  in  proeess  of  conctruction. 

^    The  Rrid>;bani,  Federal  St.,  and  Academy  Ave.  grammar  Hchooli*. 

■*'    Theno  are  nut  only  Hchool  children,  but  largely  i«lcilled  workm«>n. 

'  ItcHideH  tliiM,  the  librarian  has  at  the  request  of  the  Olneyville  managers,  prepared  a  selected 
list  of  additionH  lu  lie  made  to  that  library,  on  industrial  subjects. 

'^    See  p.  5. 

''  It  now  happens  repeatedly  that  in  numerous  instances  the  intelligent  reader  or  artisan  whom 
the  librarian  at  Olneyville  would  be  glad  to  refer  to  us,  lives  uu  the  Johnston  side  of  the  line,  aod 
U  consequently  barred  out. 


Thirteenth  annual  report.  13 


A    LIBRARY    BUILDING. 

The  library  just  mentioned  above — the  Oliieyville  Free  Library,— has 
a  new  and  well-designed  building  in  process  of  construction'.  Unfor- 
tunately we  are  not  yet  able  to  say  as  much.  It  would  not  have  been 
thought  possible  three  years  ago,  that  more  than  17,000  more  volumes" 
couhl  have  been  crowded  into  our  even  then  already  painfully  over- 
crowded quarters.  It  has  been  done,  but  not  without  the  most  disas- 
trous sacrifice  of  proper  arrangement,  convenience,  8ecurity%  and 
economical  management.  There  is  one  reason,  and  only  one,  which 
can  be  cited  to  explain  it— namely,  that  the  library's  limited  funds 
have  thus  far  made  the  erection  of  a  building  impossible.  Afi  exam- 
ination of  the  instances  tabulated*  in  the  report  of  a  year  ago,  will 
show  to  how  very  general  an  extent  the  erection  of  suitable  and  sub- 
stantial buildings  for  public  libraries  is  going  on  throughout  the  coun- 
try. There  can  be  no  single  instance  among  all  the  libraries  there 
enumerated  where  the  need  is  more  pressing  and  more  absolute  than  in 
our  case. 

PRESENT   ORGANIZATION    OF   THE    LIBRARY. 

During  the  past  year  the  opportunity  has  been  taken  to  place  the 
library  organization  on  a  more  systematic  basis.  The  library  staff 
now  consists,  aside  from  the  librarian  and  assistant  librarian,  of  a  day 
force,  an  evening  force,  and  a  Sunday  and  extra  force^  The  change 
is  in  every  respect  an  improvement.  The  members  of  the  day  force 
are  replaced  at  6  o'clock  each  da}'  by  those  of  the  evening  force, 
with  the  result  that  in  each  case  they  retain  their  freshness  better  and 
are  enabled  to  do  better  work.  The  library  has  thus  far  been  excep- 
tionally fortunate  in  the  ability  and  earnestness  of  those  at  different 
times  connected  with  the  extra  or  special  force.  Of  these,  one  is 
at  present  at  the  head  of  the  Library  of  Bryn  Mawr  College,  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  another  was  recently  placed  at  the  head  of  the  Pub- 
lic liibrary  of  Duluth,  Minn.  That  the  extended  terms  of  service  of 
those  who  now  constitute  tiic  day  force,  together  with  the  assistant 
librarian,  have  resulted  in  very  materially  enhancing  their  capacity  for 


'  I»f»«'rilM'd,  wUh  illiiBtratiniiH,  in  a  rrrciU  nniul'cr  of  the  /V'» /■»»/»//« »  Dnilu  .fnnrtntl, 

'■'  Number  of  volumcH.  .lull.  1,  188«,  .'JT.Tr)!;  Jan.  1,  1891,  •'>4,1*.'*U;  iiirreaHc,  17,192.  Sn*  Appen- 
dix Xu.  1,  t»f  lOtli  annual  roiiort  ;  Appendix,  No.  'J,  of  tliiH  report 

'  The  method  of  liKhtin^  now  in  uhc  ih  one  whieli  ir«  attended  with  risltH  of  a  Heriour*  nature. 

*  See  Appendix  No.  11,  of  12th  annual  r(>port. 

^  The  ordinary  running  force  compri«ei*  tlie  librarian.  amtiHtant  librarian,  three  memberi)  of  the 
day  force,  two  of  the  evening  force,  four  me0i*engern,  and  the  janitor. 
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usefulness,  is  very  obvious.  One  of  the  most  gratifying  and  profitable 
occnrrcDces  of  the  year  has  been  the  establishment  of  a  weekly  staff- 
meeting  for  all  the  members  of  the  present  force'  except  those  on  duty 
in  the  evening.  This  is  held  at  the  library  on  some  evening  of  the 
week,  and  is  made  the  occasion  by  the  members  of  the  staff  for  more 
thoroughly  familiarizing  themselves  with  the  various  principles  in- 
volved in  the  management  of  a  library.'  Such  a  step  is  full  of  prom- 
ise, for  the  future  usefulness  of  this  library. 

Reference  has  already  been  made"  to  the  fact  that  legislation  has 
been  had  during  the  past  year,  placing  the  membership  of  the  Mayor 
of  the  city  in  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  this  library  beyond  question. 
It  is  proper  to  refer  also  to  several  changes  in  the  personnel  of  the 
Board,  owing  to  the  death  of  Mr.  Benjamin  F.  Thurston,  long  a  most 
valued  and  efficient  member,  and  the  resignation  of  Professor  John 
L.  Lincoln  on  account  of  impaired  health.  Both  gentlemen  had  been 
elected  to  membership  on  the  same  day\  and  had  filled  out  seven 
years  of  service,  the  value  of  which  can  never  be  fully  estimated. 
Although  he  is  withdrawn  from  active  couuection  with  the  library,  it 
is  pleasant  to  have  evidences  that  Professor  Lincoln's  interest  in  it  is 
as  strong  as  it  has  ever  been. 

The  holding  of  the  American  Library  Association's  sessions  within 
the  limits  of  New  P^^nglaud^  during  the  past  year  was  attended  with 
important  and  stimulating  impulses  to  library  work  throughout  New 
Englaud.  By  no  means  the  least  noteworthy  feature  of  this  year's 
sessions  was  the  prominence  given  to  the  work  of  trustees.  The  valu- 
able papers  bearing  upon  this  subject,  and  the  proceedings  of  the 
separately  organized  Trustees'  Section,  have  been  printed  in  a  pam- 
phlet* for  general  circulation. 

CONCLUSION. 

During  the  thirteen  years  of  the  library's  existence,  the  population 
of  the  city  has  increased  from  less  than  100,000'  to  upwards  of  180,- 

I  At  tlitl'eri'iit  tiiiU'H  tliiii«  library  hnu  been  cnlletl  upon  tu  lend  a  nioinbor  from  it8  force  for  the 
work  of  catiilogtiinK  other  librarivn  In  tliis  Htate. 

'  Ab  in  prt'vionH  ytarn,  the  librarian  has,  alpo  during  the  paut  year  (In  March,  1890),  given  lec- 
tureti  on  varioun  topicr*  of  library  admiuintration  ail  the  ^^chool  of  Library  Economy,  at  Albany, 
N.  Y. 

»    See  p.  4. 

*  Kept.  11,  18S3. 

*  At  Fabyan's,  in  the  While  Mountainn,  f^ept.  8-11,  180(). 

*  *'  Three  paper**  on  library  trui«tceB,"  lJoj»ton  :  189(). 
'    ropulalion,  .fan.  1,  1878,  91>,GSJ. 
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000',  and  yet  this  library  is  still  in  the  position  where  it  needs  every- 
thing—money', books',  floor-space,  adeqnate  protection,  adequate 
aecommo<lations  for  readers,  etc*. 

It  is  certainly  a  fact  of  gratifying  interest  that  the  stream  of  gifts, 
— in  numerous  instances  gifts  of  exceptional  value,  — continues  to  flow 
into  the  library^  Evidences  continue  to  multiply,  that  we  are  remem- 
bered in  the  most  thoughtful  and  generous  manner  by  many  citizens', 
and  we  are  prevented  from  despairing'  that  the  day  will  come  when  the 
public  library  of  the  second  city  of  New  England,  from  being  probably 
the  most  hopelessly  limited  and  hampered,  shall  be  one  of  the  most 
generously  equipped  of  American  libraries. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WILLIAM  E.  FOSTER, 

Librarian. 
February  l.S,  18IM. 


■  Tupulation,  June  I,  181K).  13'J  U43.  Thin  in  u  rcvinod  eatiinate.  The  di»tribuliou  of  the  popii- 
laitioD  through  the  iioverul  wardtf  (nee  Appendix  No.  0.  p.  '£1),  in  im  yet  aceessibie  only  on  the  ba«lA 
of  tho  cariiiT  estimate  of  131.749. 

'''  An  I'xumination  of  the  "Comparative  Htutiittii'H,"  in  Appendix  No.  12,  will  show  how  Hlriking 
a  diHpropnrti<»n  exintii  between  the  tinanclal  reHourcrH  available  in  our  case  and  the  size  of  the  city, 
when  compjred  with  the  ratio  in  other  New  England  eiiies. 

'■*  Am  in  previous  yearn  our  own  inadequaciea  iiavc  been  to  a  lar^o  extent  supplemented  by  the 
generous  courtef<y  uf  lilirarien  In  Boston  and  Cambrld^jre.  This  service  we  have  attempted  In  some 
way  to  requite  by  helping  in  neveral  instances  libraries  smaller  than  our  own  in  this  vicinity,  to 
books  from  our  stores. 

*  Particularly  in  the  use  of  the  works  on  industrial  and  decorative  subjects. 

^  A  noteworthy  ({if t  into  the  possession  of  which  the  library  will  soon  come,  is  an  invaluable 
rollectiou  of  seventeenth  ami  eighteenth  century  publications  and  manuscripts,  as  a  memorial  of  the 
rpdike  family,  from  a  deKccndant,  Mr.  I).  Uerkely  I'pdike. 

*  Mention  should  also  here  be  made  of  the  repeated  instances  in  which  legal  services  luire  Itfen 
nmdered  vin  the  case  of  custom-house  entrii's),  accompanied  with  the  refusal  to  take  a  fee;. of  the 
intelligent  interest  and  cooperation  extended  by  the  newspapers;  and  of  the  frequent  and  eillcient 
Hi-rvit-cH  of  the  i>olice  force. 

The  recent  estahlishment  in  this  city  of  an  ori^anizatlon  under  the  name  of  the  "Advance 
Club,"  is  an  Indication  which  promises  much  for  the  future. 
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APPENDIX  NO.  1. 
LIST  OF  PERIODICALS  CURRENTLY  RECEIVED.  ^    (Total  number  180.) 


A.     General  liat.^ 

American  Agriculturist,  (monthly). 

American  Architect,  (Imperial  edition) 
(weekly). 

American  Florist,  (fortnightly). 

American  Garden,  (monthly). 

American  Journal  of  Philology,  (quar- 
terly). 

American  Journal  of  Science, 
(monthly). 

American  Machinist,  (weekly). 

American  Monthly  Microscopical  Jour- 
nal, (monthly). 

American  Naturalist,  (monthly.) 

American  Notes  and  Queries,  (weekly). 

Andover  Review,  (monthly). 

Art  Amateur,  (monthly). 

Art  (L')  pour  tons,  (bi-monthly). 

Artistic  Japan,  (monthly). 

Athenn?um,  (weekly). 

Atlantic  Monthly,  (monthly). 

Blackwood's,  (monthly). 

Board  of  Trade  Journal,  (monthly.) 

Book  Notes,  (fortnightly). 

Bookmart,  (monthly). 

Bookseller,  (monthly). 

Bradstreet's,  (weekly). 

Brunonian,  (weekly). 

Bulletin  Mensuel,  (monthly.) 

Carpenter  and  Joiner,  (monthly). 

Catholic  World,  (monthly). 

Century,  (mouthly). 

Chautauquan,  (monthly.) 

Civil  Service  Record,  (monthly). 

Contemporary  lieviow,  (monthly). 

Continuous  Index,  (monthly). 

Cooperative  Index  to  Periodicals, 
(annual.) 

Cosmopolitan,  (monthly). 

Critic,  (weekly). 

Current  Literature,  (monthly). 

Edinburgh  Review,  (quarterly). 


Education,  (monthly). 

Educational  Review,  (10  times  a  year). 

Electrical  World,  (weekly.) 

Engineering,  (weekly). 

Engineering  News,  (weekly). 

English  Historical  Review,  (quarterly). 

English  Illustrated  Magazine, 
(monthly). 

English  Mechanic,  (weekly). 

Financial  News,  (semi- weekly). 

Forest  and  Stream,  (weekly). 

Fortnightly  Review,  (monthly). 

Forum,  (monthly). 

Frank  Harrison's  Shorthand  Magazine, 
(monthly). 

Garden  and  Forest,  (weekly). 

Gewerbehalle,  (monthly). 

Harper's  Bazar,  (weekly). 

Harper's  Magazine,  (monthly). 

Harper's  Weekly,  (weekly). 

Harper's  Young  People,  (weekly). 

Home,  School  and  Nation,  (monthly). 

Illustrated  American,  (weekly). 

Illustrated  Journal  of  Useful  Inven- 
tions, (monthly.) 

Illustrated  London  News,  (weekly). 

Index  of  Current  Events,  (weekly). 

Indian's  Friend,  (monthly). 

Iron  Age,  (weekly). 

Jewelers'  Weekly,  (weekly). 

Journal  of  American  Folk-lore,  (quar- 
terly). 

Journal  of  American  Orthoepy, 
(monthly). 

Journal  of  Education,  (weekly.) 

Journal  of  the  Franklin  Institute, 
(monthly). 

Judge,  (weekly). 

Library,  The,  (monthly). 

Library  Journal,  (monthly). 

Life,  (weekly). 


)  Ravisod  to  Feb.  13,  1801. 

>  8«e  the  list  following  this  for  publications  of  goveranienUi,  socictieii,  etc.,  In  a  separate  alphabet. 
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APPENDIX  NO.  \,— continued. 

Lippincott's,  (monthly).  Public  OpiDion,  (weekly). 

Literary  News,  (monthly).  Publishers*  Circular,  (weekly). 

Literary  World,  (fortnightly).  Publishers'  Weekly,  (weekly). 

Litteirs  Living  Age,  (weekly).  Puck,  (weekly). 

Magazine  of  American  History,  Punch,  (weekly). 

(monthly).  Quarterly  Journal  of  Economics,  (quar- 

Manifesto,  (monthly).  terly). 

Monthly  Bulletin  of  Foreign  Literature,  Quarterly  Review,  (quarterly). 

(Christern's),  (monthly).  Railroad  and  Engineering  Journal, 

Monthly  Record  of  Scientific  Literature,         (monthly). 

(Van  Nostrand's),  (monthly).  Review  of  Reviews,  (monthly). 

Narragansett  Historical  Register,  (quar-  Rhode  Island  Citizen,  (weekly). 

terly).  Rhode  Island  Democrat,  (weekly). 

Nation,  (weekly).  Saint  Nicholas,  (monthly). 

Nature,  (weekly).  Saturday  Review,  (weekly). 

New  England  Historical  and  Genealog-  Science,  (weekly). 

ical  Register,  (quarterly).  Scientific  American,  (weekly). 

New  England  Magazine,  (monthly).        Scientific  American  Supplement, 
New  England  Notes  and  Queries,  (quar-         (weekly). 

terly).  Scribner's  Magazine,  (monthly). 

New  Jerusalem  Magazine,  (monthly).      Speaker,  The,  (weekly). 
Nineteenth  Century,  (monthly).  Spectator,  (weekly). 

North  American  Review,  (monthly).        Sunday  School  Times,  (weekly.) 
Notes  and  Queries,  (weekly).  Textile  Manufacturer,  (monthly). 

Open  Court,  (weekly).  Textile  Manufacturing  World, 

Ornithologist  and  Oologist,  (monthly).  (monthly). 

Outing,  (monthly).  Tuf Ionian,  (monthly). 

Pacific  Monthly,  (monthly).  Ueber  Land  und  Meer,  (weekly. 

Paris-.toaillerie,  (monthly).  Unitarian  Review,  (monthly). 

Path,  The,  (monthly).  United  States  Government  Publica- 

Pawtucket  Record,  (weekly).  tions,  [Catalogue  of],  (Hickcox's) 

Petermann's  Mitteilungen,  (montbly).  (monthly). 

Phonetic  Journal,  (weekly).  University,  (monthly). 

Political  Science  Quarterly,  (quarterly).  Westermann's  German    Literary   Bulle- 
Popular  Science  Monthly,  (monthly).  tin,  (monthly). 

Portfolio,  (Flamerton's),  (monthly).  Westminster  Review,  (monthly). 

Practical  Mechanic,  (monthly)  Wide  Awake,  (monthly). 

Providence  Daily  Journal,*  (daily).  Woman's  Journal,  (weekly). 

Psyche,  (occasional).  Youth's  Companion,  (weekly). 

[Number  in  "general  list  " 135] 


♦  Also,  the  Providence  Sunday  Journal. 
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B.     Periodical  and  seiial  publications  of  organizations;  alphabetically  arranged 

by  tlie  name  of  the  wganization. 

American  Academy  of  Political  and  So-  Johns  Hopkins  University.     Circulars, 

cial  Science.    Annals,  (quarterly).  (monthly  during  term.) 

American  Antiquarian   Society.    Pro-  Johns  Hopkins  University.    Studies  in 

ceedings,  (semi-annual).  Historical   and    Political  Science, 

American  Economic  Association.    Pub-  (monthly). 

lications,  (bimonthly).  Massachusetts  Historical  Society.    Col- 
American  Institute  of  Electrical  Engin-  lections,  (biennial.) 

eers.    Tran.sactions,  (monthly).  Massachusetts  Historical  Society.     Pro* 

American  Historical  Association.     Pa-  ceedings,  (annual). 

pers,  (occasional).  Massachusetts  State  Agricultural  Ex- 
American  Society  of  Mechanical  Engin-  periment  Station.     Bulletin,  (occa- 

ccrs.    Transactions,  (annual).  sional). 

American  Statistical  Association.    Pub-  Mercantile    Library   of    Philadelphia. 

Mentions,  (occasional).  Bulletin,  (quarterly). 

Boston  Public  Library.   Bulletin,  (quar-  Milwaukee  Public  Library,     Quarterly 

tcrly).  index,  (quarterly). 

City  Library  Association,  Springfield,  New  England  Historical  and  Genealog- 

Mass.    City  Library,  (monthly).  ical    Society.       Proceedings,    (an- 

Connecticut  Agricultural  Experiment  nual). 

Station,   New  Haven,  Ct.    BuUe-  New  England  Meteorological  Society. 

tin,  (occasional).  Bulletin,  (monthly). 

Cornell   University.      Bulletin  of  the  New   York  College  for  the    Training 

Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  of  Teachers.      Educational  Mono- 

(monthly).  graphs,  (occasional). 

Cornell  University.    Library  Bulletin,  Ohio  Meteorological  Bureau.     Bulletin, 

(quarterly).  (monthly). 

Essex  Institute.     Bulletin,  (monthly).  Rhode  Island  Agricultural  Experiment 

Essex  Institute.    Historical  Collections,  Station.     Bulletin,  (occasional). 

(monthly).  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society.     Pro- 
Hartford   Library  Association.    Bulle-  ceedings,  (annual). 

tin,  (quarterly.)  Rhode  Island  State  Board  of  Health. 

Hartford     Seminary.        Record,     (bi-  Monthly  Bulletin,  (monthly). 

monthly).  Society  of  Chemical  Industry.      Jour- 
Harvard  University.      Bulletin,  (quar-  nal,  (monthly). 

terly).  United    States   of    America.      Census 

Harvard  University.     Harvard  Studies  Bulletins,  (occasional). 

in     Classical     Philology,      (occa-  United  States  of  America.    Coast  and 

sional.)                               •  Geodetic    Survey  Bulletin,   (occa- 

Harvard  University.      Harvard  Histor-  sional). 

torical  Monographs,  (occasional).  United  States  of  America.      Congres- 

Harvard  University  Library.      Biblio-  sional  Record,   (daily,  during  ses- 

graphical      contributions,      (occa-  sions.) 

sional). 
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United  States  of  America.  Consular 
Reports,  (monthly). 

United  States  of  America.  Official 
Gazette  of  the  Patent  Office, 
(weekly). 

United  States  of  America.  Smithso- 
nian Institution  Miscellaneous  Col- 
lections, (occasional). 


[Number  in  foregoing  list. 


University  of  Pennsylvania.  Publica- 
tions, (occasional). 

Worcester  Free  Public  Library.  Bul- 
letin, (occasional). 

Worcester  Free  Public  Library.  Li- 
brary Record,  (monthly). 

Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity.  Pro- 
ceedings, (annual). 

45] 


Of  the  following,  additional  copies  are  taken  for  circulation  : 


Atlantic  Monthly, 

Century, 

Forum, 

Harper's  Magazine, 

Nineteenth  Century, 


North  American  Review, 
Popular  Science  Monthly, 
Saint  Nicholas. 
Scribner's  Magazine, 
Wide  Awake. 


APPENDIX  NO.  2. 


GENERAL  STATEMENT  OF  THE   TEAR  8  GROWTH. 


00 


a 

03 
»-5 


Books  in  circulation 30,952 


Reports 

Books  for  reference 

Add  books  from  Franklin  Lyceum. 


13.347 
1,788 


46,082 


In  part  duplicates  to  be  exchanged,  etc.        f  Cilven  to  the  Olney  villc  Free  Library. 
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-4.— Purchases 


B.—Qifis. 


APPENDIX  NO.  8. 


80UBCB8  OF  ACCBBSIONB. 


Sources. 


C— Exchanges,  transfers,  etc, 


Added 

in 
1890. 


19,295  I     9.794* 
29,294  i     1,327 
1,549  I  99 


Total  added  from  beginning 50,138  i    11,220 

Deduct  total  withdrawals i  '     


Present  total 


No., 

Jan.  1, 

1891. 


29,088 

30.622 

1,648 


61,858 
6,899 

54.959 


*  Of  these,  6775  are  from  the  Fraaklin  Lyceum,  and  3019  are  other  purchaBes. 


APPENDIX  NO.  4. 


GROSS  AND  NET  INCREASE. 


GAIN. 


LOSS. 


^.—Prom  gifts 1,327  j  Books  given  away,  condemned, 


J9.— From  transfers,  exchange, etc.       09 


etc, 


2,348 


(7.— From  purchases 9,704  ,  No.  previously  withdrawn     ...   4,056 


Total  gain 11,220  i  Total  to  Dec.  31,  1890. . .    6,399 

Deducting  total  loss 2,343  ]  Vols,  in  library  Jan.  1,  1801. . . .  54.959 

Total  accessions  from  be- 
ginning  01,358 


Netgain 8,877 

No.  of  vols.  Jan.  ;,  1890 46.082 


Present  no.,  Jan.  1,  1891,  54,950 
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APPENDIX  NO.  5. 


CLASSIFICATION  OF  ACCESSIONS. 


RANK  IN  NO.  OF  VOLS.  ADDED  IN  1890.    I    RANK  IN  PRESENT  TOTAL  NO    OF  VOLS. 


1.  History 480 

2.  General 412 

8.    Biography 870 

4.  Social  scicDce..  865 

5.  Fiction  [adult]  858 

6.  Miscellaneous  literature  ...  858 

7.  Geography 352 

8.  Practical  science 254 

9.  Art 185 

10.  Natural  science 159 

11.  Fiction  [juvenile] 152 

12.  Philosophical  science 129 

8.519 
Unclassified 7,701 

11,220 
No.  of  vols.  Jan.  1,  1890..  46,082 

57,802 
Deduct  withdrawals 2,348 

Total,  Jan.  1,  1890 54,959 


1.  History 5,075 

2.  Fiction  [adult] 5,008 

8.     General 4,308 

4.  Biography 8,901 

5.  Miscellaneous  literature.  . .  8,8d<) 

6.  Social  science 8,869 

7.  Geography 8,035 

8.  Philosophical  science 2,276 

0.    Fiction  [juvenile] 1.830 

10.  Practical  science 1,630 

11.  Natural  science 1,554 

12.  Art 1,017 

36,823 

Total  classified 36,823 

Add  those  unclassified 18.136 

54.959 


APPENDIX  NO.  6. 

REGISTRATION   TABULATED   BY   WARDS. 

[A  new  registration  was  begun  January  1,  1888.] 

No.  of  cards  in  use  Jan.  1,  1890 8.166 

No.  of  cards  issued,  1890 2.384 

No.  of  cards  cancelled,  1890.  100 

No.  in  use  at  present,  (Dec.  81,  1890) 10,400 

REGISTRATION   BY  W^ARDS,    1890. 

1.  Fourth 366 

2.  Fifth 291 

3.  Second 246 

4.  Eighth 242 

5  g  t  Sixth •. 234) 

'    'ISeveuth 284* 

7.     First 220 
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8. 

9. 

10. 


APPENDIX  NO.  6,^eovMnued, 
Ninth 21 1 


Tenth. 
Third 


152 
189 


2,384 


SUMMAUT. 


Total  (2)  East  side  wards 465 

Total  (6)  West  side  wards 1,578 

Third  and  Tenth  wards 291 


2,884 


TOTAL  REGISTRATION  BY  WARDS,    1888-90. 


Namb  op 

THE 

Ward. 


Rank  of  wards 

by  population, 

JuDel.lKK). 


Rank  of  wards  by  number  of 
names  registered  up  to  Dec. 
31,  1890. 


Tenth 17.588 

Third 17,149 

First 13,670 

Ninth 13,476 

Second 13,370 

Fifth 12,422 

Sixth 12,418 

Eighth 11,989 

Seventh 10,879 


Fourth 1.540 

Fifth  1,372 

Second 1,232 

Eighth 1,168 

Seventh 1,094 

First 1,056 

Ninth 1,055 

Sixth 966 

Tenth 619 


Fourth 8,788  i  Third. 


500 


13l,749* 


Cancelled. 


10,671 
271 

10.400 


Percentage  of  registration  in 
each  ward  to  the  population 
of  the  ward,  Dec.  31,  1890. 


Fourtli 17.6 

Fifth 11.04 

Seventh 10.05 

Eighth 9.6 

Second 9.2 

Ninth 7.8 

First 7.7 

Sixth 7.6 

Tenth 8.6 

Third 3.4 


♦    See  Note  1  on  p.  15. 


APPENDIX  NO.  7. 


CIRCULATION. 


AOURE-      I  g 

OATB     rOK  ^ 

TWBLVE  L* 

YEARS.  3 


Total  num- 
ber of  vols, 
used  at  the 


n         2-2 


eo 


I  I 

.>  O      :         «  4)  « 


>»    1      >»    '     >» 

r-  OD  o 


2       g    I    8 


t 


c\  « 


I 


library,  14,007    10,427    7,222    6,867    8,075   9,392    27,406   20,100 14,192 


Total  num-' 
ber  taken  I  I 

for  home  I 

use,       I  90,685   93,386  67,620  83,820  82.619  86,486   93,011    98,587  82,17977,047  72,191  73,239  79,249 


I  I 

18,667  10,906  11,486  15,349 


I 


I 


Total  In       I  I 

both         '  !  I 

classes,        104,692  103,813  74,842  90,177  90,694,94,878  120,417  118,687  96,871,90,704  83,096  84,724  94,598 

I  I  I  I  .  I 
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APPENDIX  NO.  1,— continued. 


[B]    Use  of  the  libbart  within  the  boom,  1890. 


[C]    Books  taken  fob 
Home  u»,  1890. 


BOOKS  CON8ULTBD. 


Largest QM  on  any  day.!  [March  4] 105 

Smallest  on  any  day —     Jan.  21 9 

Largest  in  any  week... . ;  'Oct.  16-221 ....  465 

Hmallest  in  any  week...    June  22-28J....  161 

J^argest  in  any  month .. .  I  '  N  ov.  1 1 ,7G9 

Smallest  in  anv  month..:  [July] 888 

Average  monthly  use 1,279-f 

Average  weekly  use 295  h 

Average  daily  ussi  341 

days* , 46-j- 


PBRIODICALP,  ETC. 


[Oct.  4] 154 

1  June  IJ 19 


June29-July6J      289 


March  29] 67S 

^Oct.24] 9S 

.24-1 


Oct.]. 
May  J. 


2.562 
IGOaT 


Feb.  2^Mch.  I]  2^18 

Aug.  3-9j 1,184 

March] 8.i4i 

August] 6,106 

1,924-1-  : 8.G04+ 

444-1^    1,5244- 


674-  307days 258+ 


*    The  total  Sundoy  use  of  the  library  (34  SundAys),  iH  1,032.    The  largest  use  on  any  day 
(December  7),  in  152. 

[D]    classification  of  cikculation.' 
(1)    By  the  daisifi^^ation  adopted  in  this  library. 

(1)  Fiction  [adiill] 33.714  /   .«  ^^i  kq  ak^  i 

Fiction  [juvenile]  12.607  f  ***'^--^ 5».454-  ^ 

(2)  History «,140 

(8)    Geography 4.933 6 

(4)  Biography 4,500 5 

(5)  General  class 3,496 4 

(6)  Miscellaneous  literature 3,408 4 

(7)  Practical  science 2,312 2 

(8)  Art 2,164 2 

(9)  Social  science 2,133 ^ .  2 

(10)  Natural  science 2,099 , 2 

(11)  Philosophical  science 1,743 2 


42 
15 

7 


.544- 
.91-h 

.74-h 

.674- 
.414- 
.814- 
91 -h 
.734^ 

.69-h 
.644- 
.194- 


79,249 


100 


(2)     By  the  dassificatioii  adopted  by  the  American  Library  Association. 

A.     Literary  classes. 

Juveniles 12,607 

Prose  fiction 88,714 

Essays,  poetry-,  drama,  etc ...  6,641 

Periodicals,  literary  1 38 


Total  Literary  classes 53.100 

B.     Ili^torical  classes. 

Geography  and  travels 4,988 

Biography 4,500 

History 6,140 


Total,  Historical  classes 15.578 


1     Home  use  only. 
8    Poetry  alone,  1,555. 
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APPENDIX  NO.  l.—continued. 


C.     Arts  and  sciences. 


Fine  arts 2.164 

Industrial  arts 2.312 

Natural  science 2.099 

Philology 125 

Social  and  political  science 2,183 

Philosophy 1,748 


Total,  Arts  and  sciences 10,676 

Sununary. 

Literary  classes 58,100) 

Historical  classes 15,573  [■  79,249 

Arts  and  sciences 10,576  ) 

(8)    By  the  classification  adopted  by  the  Rhode  Island  Board  of  Education, 

Fiction 46,321 

Science  and  art 10.451 

Ui8U)ry 6,140 

Geography  and  travels 4,933 

lUogniphy 4,r)00 

Miscellaneous 3.496 

*Poetry  and  drama 1,787 

Literature  and  language l,6*il 


79,249 


APPENDIX  NO.  8. 

RANK  UP  MONTHS  IN  CIRCULATION  AND  REGISTRATION. 


CIRCULATION. 


REGISTRATION. 


SubdlvlsloDj  of  total  rogistratlon. 


ToUl. 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 
10. 
11. 


March 

January 

April 

February.  . 

May 

November. 
October.  . . 
Decern  l)cr.. 

June 

September.. 
July. 


8.4421 
7.303| 


1. 
o 


October. 
March . . 


3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 


7,260 
7,168! 
7,110i 
7,0221 
6,792|  7. 
6,535.  8. 
5.661'  9. 
5.622'  10. 
5,229i  11. 


12.    August 5,105  12. 

79,249f 


February.  . . 

January 

November  . . 
September. . 

April 

May 

December. . . 

June 

August 

July 


I 


301 
281 
277 
255 
242 
211 
202 
177 
165 
136 
131 
123 

2,500 


Xon-re«i- 
denta. 


25 


22 
11 

2 
20 

8 

6 
16 
12 

4 


Teaclien* 
special 
card». 


3 
4 
5 
4 
2 
12 
5 
2 
1 


128 


38 


Others. 


272 
255 
261 
249 
220 
\S)\ 
191 
159 
152 
132 

i:u 

121 
2,334 


*    Poetry  alone,  1,565. 

4 
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APPENDIX  NO.  9. 

ACCESSIONS,   CIRCULATION,   AND  REGISTRATION,    FOR  THIRTEEN   YEARS. 

AcccmIoiui.  Circulation.  Kegiatrmtion. 

[No.  of  vols,  at  beginning] J  0,307 

Ist  year,  1878-1879 3,491 90,685 10,792 

2d  year,  1879-80 8,331 93.386 ...  2.988 

8d  year,  1880 1,407 67,020 2,249 

4th  year,  1881 1.724 83,319 2,257 

5th  year,  1882 1,798 82.519 2.204 

6th  year,  1883 4.833 85,486 2.632 

7th  year.  1884 6,482 93.011 2.696 

8th  year,  1885 2,071  93,587 2,270 

9th  year,  1886 2,196 82,179 1,968 

10th  year,  1887 3,347 77.047 1.745 

11th  year,  1888 4.107 72.191  5.995 

12th  year,  1889 5,044 73,239 2,342 

13th  year,  1890 11,220* 79,249 2,334 


61,358 1,073.518 42,472 

Average  yearly  accessions 4,719-»-f 

Average  yearly  circulation, 82,578 

Average  yearly  registration,  for  the  three  years,  1888, 1889, 1890,  8,557 


APPENDIX  NO.  10. 

PERIODICALS   AND   SERIALS  NEEDED  TO   COMPLKTE  SETSj 

American  Agriculturist,  v.  7,  9-18.     [1848,  1^50-59.] 

American  Almanac  [SpolTord's],  v.  7.     [1884.J 

American  Architect,  v.  1-2.     [1877J. 

American  l^ibliopolist,  v.  7-8.     [1875-70]. 

American  Gas-light  Journal,  v.  1-25,  31-53.     [1864-77,  1879-90]. 

American  Journal  of  Education,  [Barnard's],  v.  11-31.     [1862-73]. 

American  Journal  of  Insanity,  v.  113.     [18r>0-5(i]. 

American  Journal  of  Numismatics,  v.. 1-13.  1619.     [1866-79.  1881  86  J 

American  Journal  of  Science,  v.  109-110,  117-119.     [IS?."),  1879-80]. 

American  Machinist,  v.  1-2.     [1877-78]. 

American  Museum,  v.  2  3.  5-8,  9.     [1787-88,  1789-92.  1798] 

American  Naturalist,  v.  6-7.  9-11.     [1872-73.  1875-77 1. 

American  Publisher's  Circular,  v.  1-2,  4-7.     [1855  56.  ia")8-61]. 

American  Quarterly  Register  and  Magazine,  v.  3      [1848  49] 

American  Review,  v.  1-5.     [1845  17]. 


•    Omitting  llie  Frnnklin  Lyceum  purchiiHo  of  6,77ii  vols.,  iIiIh  will  ]>i'  only  4,445. 
t    Omitting  the  Franklin  Lyoeum  pnrohitso,  tliiH  will  be  only  4,lyS  ;■ 


THIRTEENTH   ANNUAL   REPORT. — APPENDIX.  27 


APPENDIX  NO.  10.— continued, 

AmcricaD  Whig  Review,  v.  15-18.     [1852]. 

Annual  Register,  v.  53-133.     [1810-90]. 

Art  Amateur,  v.  1-12.     [1872-84]. 

Art  Journal,  v.  1-10,  29,  32-4^.     [1839  48,  1867,  1870-80]. 

Arlizan,  v.  1-3.     [1867-69]. 

Athenaeum,  [English],  v.  2-100,  102-116.     [1828-77,  187990]. 

Alheneum  [American],  v.  1-13.     [1817-23]. 

Bankers'  Magazine. 

Baptist  Missionary  Magazine,   v.   1-30,   33-35,  38-50,   69-70.     [1821-50.   1853-56, 

1858-70,  1889-90]. 
Baptist  Quarterly,  v.  1-5,  7-8.     [1867-71,  1873-74]. 
Bookmart,  v.  1-5.     [1883-88]. 
Boston  Journal  of  Chemistry,  v.  2-4.     [1867-70]. 
Boston  Review,  v.  3,  5-0.     [1863,  1865-66]. 
Bradstreet's,  v.  1-8.     [1880-84J. 
British  Quarterly  Review,  v.  1-52.     [1844-70]. 
Brunonian,  v.  1113,  15.     [1878-80.  1881-82]. 
Builder,  v.  1-18,  30,  32  52.     [1843  60.  1871,  1874  90]. 
Catholic  World,  v.  1-2,  4-6,  9,  16-44.     [1865  66,  1866-68,  1869.  1872-87]. 
Chambers's  Edinburgh  Journal,  v.  21-93.     [1855-90]. 
Chautauquan.  v.  1-2.     [188082]. 
Chemical  News,  v.  1.  3-26.     [1867,  1868-89]. 
Christian  Examiner,  v.  6-16.  18-20.  22-25,  32-35,  8387.    [1826-32, 1834-35, 1887-88, 

1842-43,  1867  69]. 
Christian  Monitor,  v.  1.     [1805]. 
Christian  Observatory,  v.  1-2.     [1847-48]. 
Christian  Review,  v.  23-28.     [1858-63]. 
Civil  Service  Record,  v.  1-4.     [1881-84]. 
Cobbett's  Political  Register,   v.  2,   19.  21-24.  30-34,  86.  38.     [1802,  1811,  1812-13, 

1817-19,  1820,  1821]. 
Commercial  and  Financial  Chronicle,  v.  1-11,  16,  18-33.     [1865-70,  1874,  1875-81]. 
Common  School  Journal,  v.  2-10.     [I8404»j]. 
Contemporary  Review,  v.  17.     [1870J. 
Continent,  The,  v.  1-4.     [1881-83]. 
Cultivator,  v.  14.     [1844-46]. 
Dial,  [Boston],  v.  3-4.     [1843-44]. 
Dial,  [Chicago],  v.  4-10.     [1883-90]. 

Dwight's  Journal  of  Music,  v.  13-15,  18-30,  34-:^.     [1860-59,  1861-70,  1874-75]. 
Eclectic  Magazine,  v.  1-16,  35.  38,  84,  98-115.     [1844-49,  1855,  1856, 1875, 188290]. 
Electrician,  v.  1-2.     [1882-83]. 

Engineering,  v.  1-3.  17-19,  21-36.     [1866  67,  1872-74,  1876-90]. 
Every  Saturday,  v.  Ml.  13.     [1866-71,  1873]. 
Famine,  La  v.  1-20.     [1860-79]. 

Farmer  (The)  and  Mechanic,  v.  1,  6,  9.     [1845-47,  ia50,  1852]. 
Forest  and  Stream,  v.  118.     [1872  81]. 


„„„t«  MM*-';""'.  „  „f  Art.  V.  \.    V'"(i850V 

l.U.-r«ty^"'    u     il«rt4»0V  (1841-471. 

^^'-'-r:::^'^  V«oUor.  V.  t-^^   K,38.  41-64.  6..  69  .0- 

sew  .l.-'«^r  t  V    V-  ^^^^'-  *-i         >*  -•■  '*'' 
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North  British  Review,  v.   1-5,  8-11,  25.  27,  37,  39.  41.     [1844-46,  184749,  1855, 

1856,  1862,  1868]. 
Notes  and  Queries,  v.  71-78.     [1885-89]. 
Ornithologist  and  Odlogist,  v.  1-8.     [1876-83]. 
Outing.  V.  1-2.     [1882-83]. 
Portfolio.  V.  1-4.  6-34.     [1809-10,  1811-25]. 
Poultry  World,  v.  1-3.     [1872-74]. 
Princeton  Review,  v.  1-25,  39.     [1829  53,  1867]. 
Prospective  Review,  v.  1-10.     [1845-54]. 
Psyche,  v.  1.     [1874-76]. 
Punch,  V.  1-5.     [1841-43]. 
Putnam's  Magazine,  v.  1-3.     [ia58-66.] 
Revue  des  Deux  Mondes.     [1831-75,  1879-80.  1882-86]. 
Rhode  Island  Historical  Magazine,  v.  1-2.     [1880-82]. 
Rural  Affairs,  v.  1-3.     [1864-1867J. 
Saturday  Review,  v.  1-26.  28,  30,  3235,  41-43.  49.  54  55.     [ia56  69.  1869.  1870, 

1871-73,  1876-77,  1880,  1882-83]. 
Spectator,  v.  1-52.     [1854-83]. 
Statesman's  Year-book,  v.  1-15,  21.     [1864-78.  1884]. 
Sunday  School  Times,  v.  1-27.     [1871  a5]. 
Technische  Blatter,  v.  1-9.     [1869-77]. 

Telegraphic  Journal  and  Electrical  Review,  v.  1-18.     [1866  a')]. 
Temple  Bar,  v.  1-26,  29-30.     [1860-69,  1870]. 
Ueber  Land  und  Meer,  v.  1-38.     [1869-77]. 
Unitarian  Review,  v.  11,  19.     [1879,  1883]. 

United  States  Government  Publications,  [llickox's],  v.  1.     [1885-86]. 
United  States  Magazine,  v.  5-10,  12  13.  15  17.     [1839-42.  1843-44.  1844  45]. 
Van  Nostrand's  Eclectic  Engineering  Magazine,  v.  1,  12  22.     [1809,  1875-hO]. 
Westminster  Review,  v.  9,  14-20,   24,  30  31,  J^,  48  49,  54.  64,  79  82.     [182S.  1830- 

34,  1835  36,  1838-39,  1840,  1847-48.  la'iO,  1855.  1861-66]. 
Wide  Awake,  v.  1.     [1875.] 

Willis's  Current  Notes,  v.  1.  3-4.     [1851,  1853  54]. 
Working  Farmer,  v.l  -11.     [1849  60]. 
Year-book  of  Pacts  in  Science  and  Art,  v.  1-11.     [1840-50]. 


APPENDIX  NO.  11. 

OI.D  SOUTH   RRFRUENCE   LISTS.      SPECIMEN   NVMltER. 

The  **Old  SouUi  Tj^ciures"  on  American  History,  vndtr  ifie  nuajnees  of  l/w  Women's 

Educational  and  Industrial  Union. 

To  enable  the  younger  portion  of  the  audience  to  follow  the  lecture  more  clearly, 
and  to  assist  them  in  taking  notes  of  the  more  important  facts  pr(>sente<I,  slips  con- 
taining the  heads  of  each  lecture  will  Im*  prepared  for  them. 


30  PROVIDENCE    PUBLIC   LIBRART. 

APPENDIX  NO.  U,—^ntinne(l. 
Lecture  3.* 

•rilK    YKAR    1789. 
BY    EDWARD    EVERETT    HALE. 

With  references  for  parallel  readings,  by  William  E.  Foster ;  to  which  are  affixed 
the  library  numbers  of  the  books  in  the  Providence  Public  Library. 

1,     Tfie  Federal  Constitution, 
(a)    The  preparatory  meeting.     [Annapolis,  September,  1786.] 

McMaster's  "History  of  tbc  people  of  the  United  States,'*  v.  1,  p.  389-90 20850-7-1 

"  Madison  Papers,"  v.  2,  p.  C94-704 877ft-22-2 

(6)    The  Convention.     [Philadelphia,  May-September,  1787.] 

Fiske's  *<  Critical  period  of  American  history,"  ch.  0 208G2-12 

Hale's  "Life  of  George  Washington  studied  anew,"  ch.  13 308^217 

(c)    The  stale  conventions.     [1787-88.     1789-90.] 

Elliot's  "  Debates,"  V.  2-4 8778 -48-2  to  4 

"  The  Federalist,"  (Lodge's  edition,  I888,J 877^-31 

Btaples's  **  Rhode  Island  in  the  Continental  Congress,"  ch.  12, 13 20862-4 

{(1)    The  inauguration  of  Washington.     [1789.] 

Clarence  W.  Buwen's  article,  *'  The  Inauguration  of  Washington."    (In  the 

Century,  April,  1889,  v.  37,  p.  803-33.) 054-17-87 

Mrs.  M.  J.  Iamb's  pamphlet,  *'The  Washington  inauguration,"  (1889) 20853-0 

f .     WaBhington$  tint  to  New  England. 

(a)    To  Boston.     [1789.] 

W.  H.  Sumner's  "Recollections  of  Washington'H  visit  to  Boston."  (Tn 
JVftf  Eityhmd  Hhtorical  unti  iimtulugiral  RegUttrt  April,  1800,  v. 
14,  p.  161-06) 350-1-14 

{h)    To  New  Hampshire.     [1789.J 

Adams's  "  Annals  of  PortHmouth." 

(c)    To  Rhode  Island.     [1790.] 

Htuples's  "Annals  of  the  town  of  rrovidence,"  p.  353-56 20899-1 

.f.     The  French  lie  eolation. 

(a)  The  Assembly  of  the  Notables.    [1787.] 

Van  Laun's  "  French  revolutionary  epoch,"  v.  1,p.  66  68 2064-16>l 

(b)  The  States  General.     [1789.  J 

Duruy 's  "  History  of  France,"  p.  637-39 2064-120 

Mrs.  Farmer's  "  iShort  history  of  the  French  Revolution  for  young  people,'* 

ch.5 .20G4-119 

(c)  The  French  ConRtilutions.     [1790-95.] 

C.  K.  Adams'rt  " Democracy  and  monarchy  in  France,"  ch.  3 20G4-41 

Roscnthnrs  **  America  and  Fruncc," 270-31 

♦  On  Jan.  2r»,  1«90,  in  Music  Hall. 
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APPENDIX  NO.  12. 

COMPARATIVE     STATISTICS    OF    THIRTEEN    MEW    ENGLAND    LIBRARIES,     IN    THE 

ORDER  OF  THEIR  ANNUAL  INCOME. 


NAME  OP  LIBRARY. 


Boston  Public  Library,  Boston,  Mass 

Salem  Pnblic  Library,  Salem,  Masa 

Worcester  Free  Public  Library,  Worces- 
ter, Mass 

Providence  Public  Library,  Providence, 
R.I 

New  Bedford  Free  Public  Library,  New 
Bedford,  Moss 

City  Library,  Lowell,  Moss 

City  Library,  Springfield,  Mass 

Hiias  Rronson  Library,  Waterbury,  Ct.... 

City  Library,  Manchester,  N.  II 


OS 

.5  • 
9  a 

o  " 
Cm 


448,477 
30,801 

84,665 

182,043 

40.733 
77,696 
44,179 
28.591 
4.3.983 


0) 


S4S 


1890. 

i     1889. 
'(  Dec.  1. 


(     1889. 
(  Nov.  30. 


1890. 

1889. 

1889. 

j     1890. 
»  May  G. 

1890. 
1889. 


Newton  Free  Library,  Newton,  Mass i     24,379]       1889. 

\     1800. 
I  July  1. 

Fall  Kivcr  Public  Library,    Fall    River, 


Bridgeport  Public  Library,  Bridgeport,  Ct.     48,856 


Mass. 


'New   Haven  Free  Public  Library,  New. 
Haven,  Ct 


74,398 


85,981 


1889. 


(     1890. 
I  Nov.    1. 


'A 


m 

ad 
2  o 

g 

6^ 

s 

•S 

o    . 

s& 

^^1 

umber  < 
the  libr 

eceived 
clpal  ap 

a 


SB 

9  a 
a  «> 

a  Ot 

«  M 

o  o 


536.027 i #161 ,827  42^  $174,173  73i 


14,030 


77,208 


54,960 


Abt.  55,000 


25,260  00  I     29,116  02 


I 


17.000  00 
4,619  67' 


23,378  70 


7,500  00  >     23,105  06 


I 


1,048  23  ;  20,357  59 

44,183| I  14,416  38 

32,523|   4,000  00  '  12,072  56 

30,622|  10,295  00  11,006  43 

18.212;  10.971  07  10,878  81 


35 


•^«;  1 V. 


7.000  00 
144  233 


12,777'  10,000  00  | 

I         ^ 


10,144  2» 


10,000  00 


1  The  year  for  which  the  figures  are  given  in  thene  two  columns  in  the  case  of  this  library,  is  a 
different  one;  that  for  the  municipal  appropriation,  ending  April  30, 1790,  that  for  the  total  annual 
expenditure,  ending  December  31.  1890. 

3    Dog  tax.  appropriated  by  the  city  in  addition  to  the  larger  sum. 

*  From  the  above  figures,  it  is  plain  that  if  tlic  funds  at  tlie  disposal  of  this  library  bore  the 
same  relation  to  the  population  as  is  the  case  in  Salem,  the  annual  income  would  l>e  over  $130,000, 
instead  of  about  $23,000.  Even  if  the  same  as  in  Newton  and  several  other  cities  above  named,  it 
would  be  over  $65,000. 
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A.— oiKie  pnoM  orneral  bociicim. 


MAUBa. 

W 

>     g 


1  no. 

Adams.  Bev.  CImrles  G  ,  Soiitliport.  Cl 

AdAiDB.  Prof.  Hcury  C,  UnWereity  of  Mkhtgau, 

10 
IS 

1  337no.. 

Aldrich,  Hon.  N.  W„  United  States  Senate.  Wash- 

American  AniiiiiiiinHii  Hodpty.  Worcester,  Mnss.. 
[American  Floml.  publisUors  of,  CLIcagii,  III.] .. ., 

i 

1 

1 

... 

24DOI. 

Angelt.   Prt'S.   Jamen  B.,  Uuivursity  of   Micblgnii, 
Ann  Ailwr.  Mich 

ir^iiu. 

[Anti-Adulteration  Journal,  Publishers  of.  Pliik 

Sooa. 

1 

J  15  voIb. 
ISaoa. 

Bailey.  W.  M..  Jr 

80 

11 

14 

Baker,  GoorjtP  P..  M.  P.,  Estiilc  of 

-i 

U 

Baner,  Itnino.  lliul  OvuhiiiiM-ii,  Wi^lphnliii 

Beer.  Wjlliiim.  Topuka.  Kmi 1 

4 

4Ra*. 

Bergeman.  Ani^nsl 1 

1 

3 
■i 
3 
1 

Boston  ]inil  Maine  Itailrosul.  I^l!U(uuger  Dctmrlimn 
Boutelle.  L   H..  thicage.  Ill 

7 

1[ 

Bradbury.  Riv.  A   It 

Bradlee,  lli'v,  Caleb  !>,.  Uiwton.  Mush 

1 

7 
1 
1 

3.... 

Brown.  lU-v.  T.  fjlwin.  I)   D  ,  Pl.ilaik-Ii.liiii.  I'.i. 

1 

1 

I     i  w»l. 
^»SDoa. 

Smaps. 

Burt,  AC 

i  cat. 
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Candace  St.  Ommmar  School,  Providence,  R.  I, 

Carpenter,  Hou.  Oenrge  M 

[Carpenter  null  Joiner,   Pulilislicrs  of.  New  York] 
[Casseil's  Fjiinily  HHguziue,   Publiahera  of,   New 
York.  «.:.] I   . 

t Catholic  Moiitlily,  Piiblialicrs of,  Providcuce.  R.  I.li  - 
:hace.  r,ewl«  J I 

Champlin.   Mrs.  James  T.,  Porlland,  Me I 

Channinr,  Prof.  Eilwiird.  Hiirviird  University.  .  .,|. . 
Chapin,  tlwrlos  V.,  M.  D.,  8upl.  of  Healtb.  Provi- 

denru.  K.  I 

Chicago's  (Jentuuiiia]  {^clelirntion  of  Wasliingloi 
Iii)iiJ};iirallon.  Uommtttcc  of,  Chkiigo,  111..   . 

Children's  lluspiUl,  Hoslon.  Munb  

Christern,  F.  W.,&('«  .  New  York 

Christian  Sdpiice  Publishiug  Co 

|Civil  Srrvic-e  Record.  Pu  111  is  tiers  of.  Hoston,  Mass.] 

Civil  Service  Reform  Associiition,  N.  Y 

Clarendon  Piiblithing  Co 

Clarke.  George  H 

Cobb,  lion.  S.  C,  Boston,  Mobs. 

[Collector.  (Tbc).  Piiblisliera  of,  N.  Y.J 

Collins.  George  T,..  Ml) 

rColton  Chroiiifle.  I'liblisbers  of,  Colton,  Cat.]   .. 

Commercial  Club,  Bosi.ou,   Maiu 

Commercial  (^liib,  Providence.  R,  I 

Condit.  Itev   UKftl  W 

Cooke,  ,1.  J.,  lilirary  of | 

Cooper,  Prnf,  <:,  n. .. 

[Corbetfs  Herald.  Pulilisliers of.  Provident^.  It.  I.]' 
[Critic,  (Tlir).  Publisliers  of.  Providence,  R.  I.]...., 

Crocker,  Uriel  II..  Itoslon,  Muss 

Crooker.  Rev.  JiMeiili  II,.  Madison.  Wis 1 

Curtis,  William  K.,  W.isUiniitoa,  D.  C 

Cutter,  Cbarles  A.,  Bostou,  Mafw. ' 

Damrell  and  Upbam,  Boston.  Mass I 

Davis,  Prof,  N.  P..  [Urown  University] , 

DenisoD,  Clinrles  F , 

De Wolf.  J-  J. ,  M.  D ' 

Dorrance,  Siiniiiel  11 

Drowne.  lU-iiry  T.,  Nuw  York | 

Durfee,  Siimuc'l  S j 

[East   ClititlnnonCH   Journal,    Publishers   of,    Gust. 
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S   j^  !£  : 


Eddy,  Charles  0.,  Roanoke.  Va.. ! ' 3 

[Electrical  Eiiirlnecr.  Publisbera  of.  New  York, 
I  Electrical  World.  Publisbera  of.  New  York]... 

Engineerinr  News  Co. .. i 

Ernst,  C.  W,.  Boslou.  Mhbb 1 

ETenJDE  .loiimiil.  Publishers  of.  Pilisfleld,  Itlaas] . ,  i I 

IETery  Other  Week.  Publisbera  ot.N.  Y.J ....! 
Financial  News,  Publiitbetit  of,  Providcuce,  R.  I.] 
^irst  Naliunikl  lliiiik,  PnHiidcna,  Cnilforuia  i 

Fiaher,  S.  G.,  Phlliidelpbia.  Pa * | 

Fiske,  E.  H.,  Wori-uster.  Maw ....: 

Ford,  G-  L..  Brooklyn.  New  York I    ....- 

Foster.  William  E 47         i; 

tFree  Russia.  Publisbera  of.  New  York] j 
■rost.  Tbomitf  G ' 

Gammell.  Mrs,  William 2  ] 

[Garden  and  Forest  Piilillshlug  Co.,  Sew  York.),. I 

Gardiner,  C'lil.  Asn  Bird.  New  York I 

[Germania,  PiiblishiTs  of.  Munihcster.  N.  11,].  , . , 

Gorham  Ma iiiifHC luring  Co,,  Providence,  R  I ' 

t Great  Divide,  Pnblisbers of,  Denver.  Col] ' 
Iregory.  Ihirry. I 

Green.  AruoUl . .   1  38    

Green,  Samncl  A.,  H.  D.,  Boston,  Muss '  1  'l  ent"  ^**^ 

GrifBs,  Rev,  Wllliiim  Elliot,  Boston,  Mass 

Gu?,  Mrs.  Miiilba  H 

Hall.  Rev.  K.lward  H..  Cambridge,  Muss 

Harper  iinil  Bros.,  New  York 

Harris,  lloii,  William  T.,  Wiisbinston,  D.  C,  ... 

Harson.  M.  J 

Hatt.  Prof.  Alljcrl  B,,  Ph,  D.,  Harvard  University 

CumbridKe,   Mjihs 

Hegeler,  Edward  C 

Hersey,  George  n,,  M.  D J 


Hickcoi,  J.  H.,  Wiishinglou,  I).  C.   . . . 

House,  Rev.  Williiim I 

[Housewife.  (The).  PiihlUliers  of.  New  York] , 

Howard.  Prof.  George  E..  Liucolo.  Neb 

Howard,  Hirnm | 

iles,  George.  New  York 

[Illustrated  .Ymi'rieiin.  Publisbera  of.  New  York],, 
[illustrated  Review,  Publishers  of.  New  York., .   I 

Index  Publishing  Co ' 

I  Age,  Puhlisbers  of.  New  York] , 
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I,  Ulakemun  &  Co,.  New  York,, 
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iBCkson,  Riclinrd  H 

[Jewelers'  Wyckly.  PuWisliers  of,  New  Ytirk] I 

[journal  of  Useful  iDvenlions,  PubliBbcrfl  of.  N.Y.] 

Kendrick,  Mrs.  Joseph  II 10; 

KerrisoD.  Edwin.  SpiLrlauburg,  S.  C. '. . 

[Knowledfce.  Publisbera  of,  New  YorkJ | L. 

Kreiner.  J.  II..  I^c.  Flood  Relief  Committee,  Johus-,  ' 

lown.Pu 

Larison.  C.  W.,  M.  T> .  Rlugoes,  N.  J 

Laurie,  Hev,  Tboinas.  D.  D 

[Laws  (Tlic)  of  Life.  Pu  bits  tiers  of,  DonsvUle,  N.. 

Y.].\..; ' :...| 

Lawtoo.  J.  P.  P  ...    ..  I  0 

Little,  Mrs.  SoiibiiiL.,  Newport.  R.  I |  1 

Longmans.  Greeu  and  Co..  New  York ' , 

Lyman,  Tboinas.  Warwick.  R.  I ■ i 

McAuslan.  John  I  1    ' . . 

McKnigfat,  D.  A.,  New  York  ...   i  1    I 

McMurtrie.  R.  C-.  Pbiliidclpbia.  Pa i ' 

Macon  Kvcninj;  Ncwb  PuliliEiiiug  Co..  Macon.  Oh.  .' | 

[Manifesto,  (TIiuj,  PubllHlier.i of, Caulerbury,  N.  II.J !. , 

Massachusetts  IlUtork-it)  Suciely,  BoBtoD,  Maes..'  9    '.. 

Minneapolis  Induslrinl  Exposition,  ComniitUie  of,i  j         | 

HiuncuiwliK,  Kiaji j 

[Minneapolis  Tribune,  Publislicrs  of,  Miuncapolis,,  I         ' 

Minn.] I...   I., 

Minnesota  ludustrial  Ea|K)ailiou '   . .   |. . 

Miscellaneous 9  ', ; 

Moore.  F.  C ;....! 

Mudge  luid  Mctlin,  Honloii.  Mums 

National  Exeoiitive  bilvur  Committee,  Wushtugtou,  i         I 

D  C '•.... 

[Nautilus.  (Tbf).  Publislieni  of.  Pliiliidclpbin,  Pa.] L. 

[New    Cbristiaiiily,    Publi^bers  of,   Germautowu,! 


Ivol, 

1  I      1  vol. 
■  "(  6»  nos. 


[New   EuL-laud   Wealber.    PuliliKiiers  of,   Boston.! 

Miiss.r I, 

reliant,  Publisbera  of,  Bos-i 


[NewKiiKlaud  Wine  M< 

Ion.  Muss.] I, 

[Newidnil.O'bi:),  Piibllxbers  of,  Bovton.  Muss.].... 
JNew  York  Li-ilKcr,  I'iiblisb.-r«  ..f.  New  York]  ....  I, 
[New-Jeruaalera  tlii].'aziue,  PubllsburKof.  Boslou. 

Mass.] j. 

Nickerson.  E.  I,. 
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a      c 

^  s:  X  •-- 

S  3  *^  s; 

1^       o 


[Notes  and  Gleanings,  Publishers  of,  Exeter,  Eng- 
land]  !.... 

Noyes,  1.  P.,  Wasliiugtou,  D.  C 

[Occultism  and  Theosophy,  Publishers  of,  Boston, 

Mass.] 

0*Hanlon.  Rev.  John 1 

[Oil,  Paint,  and  Drug  Reporter,  I'ublishersof,  New 

York.] ; 

Olmsted,  F.  L.,  Brookline,  Mass i      3 

Open  Coiirt  Publishing  Company,  Chicago.  Ill 

Packard,  B.  W 

[Paradise  of  the  Pacific,  Publishers  of,  Honolulu, 

Hawaii]  '      13  nos, 

[Path,  Publishers  of,  New  York] ! ]      12  nos. 

[Pawtucket    Record,    Publishers  of,   Pawtucket,  |        j 

R.  I.] ! 62nos. 

Peabody  Education  Fund !      1 

Pearce,  Waldo  A..  Boston,  Ma.ss 1  :      5       3 

Peckham.  Mrs.  Mary  i '.,  Ann  Arbor.  Mich   1 

Pennsylvania  College  of  Dental  Surgery,  Philadel-  I 

phia.  Pa 1 

Pennsylvania  Historical  Society,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  1    .... 

Perry,  Amos '  2    .... 

Perry,  F.  G..  Albany.  N.  Y 1 

Pettis.  Mrs.  J.  H..  Providence.  R.  1 6    

[Philatelic  Monthly,   Publishers   of,  Philadelphia, 

Pa.  I j         1  no. 

[Photographic     I^evi(;w,    Publishers    of,    Boston,  I 

Mass.  J 1 2  nos. 

Plehn.  ('.  C,  Gottingen,  Germany 1 • 

[Poet-Lore,  Publishers  of,  Philadelphia.  Pa.] 2  nos. 

Poland.  Prof.  W.  C.  [Brown  L'uiversity.] 1 

Poor,  H.  V.  A:  H.  \V.,  New  York ' 1    

[Practical    Mechanic,     Publisher    of,     Worcester 

Mass  ] '      12  nos. 

Preston.  Howard  W t> 

Providence  Association  of  Mechanics  and  Manufac-  i         > 

turers 1     . . . . ; 

1  ,      4  j    3  vols. 

••••        *  /  365UOS 

1 

Railroad  Gazette  Publishing  Company 1  no. 

Raymond,  W.,  Boston.  Mass ' 14 

[Religio  Philosophical  Journal,  Publishers  of ,  Chi 

eago.  Hi.] 2  nos. 

[Revue   des   Traditions  Pupulaires.  Publishers  of, 

Paris,  Francel 1  no. 

[Revue  (La)  Frauyais,  Publishers  of.  New  York] \         1  no. 


Providence  Journal  Co. 
Radeke.  Mrs,  Dr.  G  . . . 
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TRhode  Island   Citizen,  Published  ot,   OlDCVTllle, 

rM.1 !-. 

[Rhode  Islatid  ncDiocrat,  Publishers  of,  Provi-, 
deuce.  R.  1.) '., 

Rhoades,  Lnwreuce ' . , 

Richmond.  F.  E < 

Richmond,  F.  H  ' 

Robinson,  Rev.  Kzeklel  G.,  D.  D '   . 

Root.  Kev.  .InmesP.,  Library  of 

Rosengarten.  J.  G. ,  Phileulelphla,  Pa 

Roworth.  Mrs.  H.  J I  . 

Rural  (The)  New  Yorker,  Publisbent  of.  New  York]  . , 

Salem  Presa  Publisbiug  «nd  Printing  Company, 
Siilcni.  Muss 

[San  IMcKo  World.   Pu)i!iaher8  of.  San  Diego,  Cal.]  ., 

[Santa  Monicn  Oullook.  Publisliors  of,  Santa 
Mcmicii.  Cal.] 

Sheldon,  H.  H  .  Fawtuckcl,  II.  I 

Small.  Allwrl.  Hiigfrslown.  Md 

Smith.  Dnv-id  T.,  WelMiiKtoo,  New  Zealnud i 

Snow.  Mrs.  Dr.  K.  M 

Southern  pKcifle  KailwiLy.  Idan  FriinciBCU,  Cal . 

Sonthwick.  James  M 

Spooner.  lion.  11.  J 

Sprague,  Miss  Miiry  E 

Stetson.  Mrs.  Cb;irlr>llu  P.,  Pasiulcmi,  Cal 

Stiness.  llou.  John  H , 

Stone,  F.  I).,  Pbiliidelpbi.i,  Pn 

Swedenborg  Piiblisliiiig  Association,  Philiidelpbin, 


I'll 


Taipe.  -Mrs,  .jiiseph 

Tariff  Ufform  Conimillec.  New  York 

[Textile  Miiniifuclurer,  Fublisliera  of,  Manchester, 

Eugliiii.1] 

[Textile    ManurHCtiiriug     World,    Pnlilishera    or,i 

Bo.'iliKi.  Siiiss] 

[To-day,  Publishers  of.  Bosion.  Uinta] 

Tolman.  W.  H..  Johns  ilopklns  Uuiversily,  Bnltl- 


.  Md  . 


Travelers  Inaiiriirce  Company,  Hartford.  Ct '. . 

[True  (The)  Cunimonwenltb,  Pulillaherti  of.  Wash. 

iuglon,   n.  C] 

[True  (The)  Nationalist,  Publisliera  of,  New  York]  , , 
Union    Piicific    Hull  way.— Passenger    Department, 

Omahit,  Neb 

lUnltartan  Review,  Publishers  of,   Uoston,  Mass.].. 
[United  Stales  Miller,   Publishers  of.  Milwaukee, 


Wis.; 
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=    =  J 

X     *"     "*     "* 

--  —  *r  ir       -• 


B 

es 


art 


1 


United  States  Standard  Steamship  Owners',  Build-  | 

ers',  ftnd  Underwriters*  Aftscxiiation 

[Unity  Publishing  Company.  New  York]   7  nos. 

[University  (The),  New  York] , 12  nos. 

Unknown 2  ,       1       3 

[Updike.  D.  B.,  Boston.  Mass* 3 

Van  Nostrand,  D.,  &  Co.,  New  York ! 12  nos. 


./.  / 


2  DOS. 

3  nos. 

1  no. 

5  nos. 


30 


3 
1 

i 


6 
2« 


[Varietes   Bihliographifiues,    Publisliers  of,  Paris, 

France] 

Veo^a.  Publishers  of,  Boston,  Mass 

[Washin^on     Book     Chronicle,     Publishers    of. 

Washington,  I).  ('.] 

[Washington    Magazine,    Publishers    of,   Seattle, 

Wash.) 

Waterhouse.  Prof.  S.,  St.  Louis,  Mo 

Webb.  Rev.  S.  II 

Weeden,  William  B 

West  Knd  Railway  Company,  Boston,  Mass 

Westermann,  B.,  &  Co.,  New  Y'ork 

Weston,  PMmund  B 

Wheeler.  Prof.  B.  1.,  Ph.  I)..  Ilhaca,  N.  V 

White,  lion.  Andrew  D.,  Ithaca,  N.  X 

Williams,  Alfred  M 

Williamson,  Joseph.  Belfast,  Me 

Wisconsin  (-entral  Railroad.  Milwaukee,  Wis 

I  Woman's  Journal,  Publishers  of,  Boston,  Mass 52  nos. 

Woodruff,  Wilfc^rd,  Halt  Lake  City,  Utah 1 


9  nos. 


3 


1 
1 
30 
1 
1 


507   514  2740  nos. 

52  vols. 

;    8  maps. 


*  AIho,  liruadHidcH,  Ii'ttcrn,  and  othor  gifU. 
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B. — rUJtLICATIONB  RECEIVED   FROM    GOVERNMENT   OFPICBB,  tlC. 


Arata,  Jo 

ion,  I 

Associated  Cliiiritics,  ItoHtnn.  Maw '. 

Barker.  Hoii.  Hetiry  R.,  Mayor..    !. 

Boston,  Oily  of ' 

California,  rtlale  of,— Mining  Bureau ' 

Canada,    Donuiiioii   of, — Dt:|iarli»CDt   of   Agriciil-' 


Columbia  College,  New  York ].. 

Connecticut,  Sliilc  of.  Stale  Agricultural  Experi- 
ment St  :i  lion.  New  Haven,  Ut ,.. 

Fay.  Henry  11.,  Hupt.  of  Hcliools.  Newport,  R.  I , .  . . 

Kansas,  SliUc  of,  Bureau  of  Labor |.. 

SecretHry  of  Slato ■  . 

Massachusetts,  tiiaw  of,— Uiirenu  uf  StallHlics  of 
l,.llior 1 

Sliiti;  AfiriculltirNl   Experiment   Slalion,   Am-, 

LorM,  MiisB ,,. 

Sliili;  library,   HosUin,  Maai '.. 

Maxaon,  H.  M.,  Supt.  of  ^'IkidU,  Pnwtiicket,  R.  I.'   . 

New  llampshire,  KtiLlc  of.  Stntu  Agricultural  Sx-i 
perinient  Sliilion,  Iliinover.  N.  H i.. 

New  York,  State  of,— SlutP  Library !. . 

Nisbet,  Wiliinni  !>..  Cily  Auditor,  Providence,  R.  L, . 

Ohio,  tftiilu  of,  MettHarfilogiciil  Burwiu i, . 

Providence,  Cily  of ;.. 

Rhode  [slanil,  Slute  of 

Adjutant  General , 

AKrii'iiliuriil  Ex perimen I  Station . 

Board  of  Sralc  CharllieH  aud  CorreotioDB i. . 

BurLiiu  of  InduBlriiil  Staiiarics I  . 

Commissioner  of  Dama i. , 

Comniissioticr  of  Scbocds :.. 

Stiiool  for  Ibe  IHaf 

Sccrelnn'  of  Suite I.. 

— -  Slate  Board  ot  HeiiltL I,. 

Spooner,  Hon.  Ilcury  J I, , 

Swan,    Robert   T.,    Stale   Record   Oftlce,    Boston.i 

United  States i 

Americiin  Epbcineris  and  Nautical  Almanac. .; 

B.ireiiii  of  Ediiealion I 

BnrcHii  of  Ktbnology |. , 

Bureau  of  Pensions :, . 

Census  Btirenu. I , . 
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United  States  Chief  of  Englt 

Chief  Signal  Officer, . . , 

Departnieot  of  AgricuUi 

Dciwrtmentof  Slate |            1  j  8'. 

bepHrtment  of  llie  Interior '            3  W| 

DeimrlmeDt  of  War 1   5. 

Director  of  ilie  Mint i 3'. 

FibIi  CommfRsion | li. 

Qpological  Survey 3  . 

Life  Snv ins  Service 1  . 

Patent  Office i           4  6  , 

SniithsoniHn  Institution .  6| , 

Surgeon- Geuernl's  Office ' 1  . 

I         13  1911 


M  EXCnANGRS    ARE 


:=  'fi  I 


Aberdeen  Public  Library.  Abenleen,  Scotlnnii 

Amberst  C'oIIi'kc.  Amhersl,  Mass 

Andover  Tlieolopcnl  Semiiiiiry,  Andover.  Muss 

Apprentices'  Library  Compiitiy  of  PiiihidL-lpliiiL.. .  . 

AatoT  I.ilirary,  New  York 

Btrmtaghftm'  I'ublic  Library,   Biniiiiigbiiin,   Kii;{ 

lima 

Bodleian  Libniry,  Oxford.  Eustnnd 

Boston  I'liblio  Libniry,  Bosloii.  Mbxh 

Bridgeport  Public  Library,  Briiip^iwrt,  Conn 

Brookhnc  I'liblic  Librnry,  Brookline,  Muss 

Brooklyn  Insiiuite,  Briioklyu,  N.  Y . 

Brooklyn  Library.  Bro<iklyii.  N.  Y. 


■,  R,  I.. 


...I  

_  1 

1|      2  bull. 

i 

....1       5  bull. 

...J     ,„. 

11 
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Buffal 
Butlei 
Camb 

Camb 
Cardi 

Chica 

Cleve 
Concc 


Enod 

Fall  I 

Fletcl 


Hami 
Hartf 
Hartf 
Ham 
Harvt 
Havei 
Hope< 

Lawr 

Pi 
Los  Jl 
Ly"n 
M*ld<._ 
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NAMES. 


d      o 

.  bifiao  CO 


fl'O  teas      <S 

•S  ^  5  is  . 


Manchester  City  Library,  Manchester,  N.  11 |    1  cat. 

Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology,  Boston,; 

Mass ! 

Mechanics'  Institute,  8au  Francisco,  ('al 

Mercantile  Library  As<<ociation,  New  York 

Mercantile  Library  Association,  San  Francisco,  Cal   

Michigan  State  Library,  Lansing.  Mich 

Middlebury  IlistoricAl  Society.  Middlebury,  Vt. . . 

Milwaukee  Public  Library,  Milwaukee,  Wis 

Minneapolis  Public  Library,  Minneapolis,  Mion. . .     3  cat. 


New  Bedford  Public  Library.  New  Bedford.  Mass 

New  England  Historic  Genealogical  Society,  Boston, 
Mass 

New  Haven  Free  Public  Library,  New  Haven,  Conn 

New  Mercantile  Library  Association,    Baltimore,! 
Md : 

New  York  Free  Circulating  Library,  New  York. . . 

New  York,  Providence  and  Boston  Railroiid  Com- 
pany   

Newark  Free  Public  Library,  Newark,  N.  J 

Newberry  Library.  Chicago.  Ill 

Newburyport  Public  Library,  Newburj'port,  Mass.j 

Newton  Free  Library,  Newton,  Mjiss | 

Northwestern  University.  Evanston,  HI ! 

Odd  Fellows'  Library  Association,  San  Francisco, 
Cal 

Omaha  Public  Library.  Omaha,  Neb 


1 


• 

• 

m 

3 

hie 

1 

Urn 

o 

a 

1 

a 

B 

1^ 

» 

08 

« 

»       PU 

PL. 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

15 



•    •    •    • 

1  bull. 

•    •    •    • 

•  •  •  • .    •  ■ 

i; 

1 
1 

1 
1 


2 

1 
1 
1! 

1, 
2 


Paterson  Free  Public  Library,  Paterson,  N.  J 1 

Peabody  Institute,  Baltimore,  Md 

Peabody  Institute,  Dan  vers.  Mass -. 

Peabody  Institute,  Peabody,  Mass 

Peoria  Public  Library,  Peoria,  111 i 

Plymouth  Free  Public  Library.  Plymouth,  England 

Portland  Public  Library,  Portland,  Me i 

Providence  Art  Club 

Providence  Athenji'um I 

Providence  Children's  Friend  Society ' 

Rhode  Island  Historical  Society 

Rhode  Island  Hospital ! 

Rhode  Island  School  of  Design 

Rhode  Island  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty 

to  Animals 

Saint  Louis  Public  Library,  Saint  Louis.  Mo 

Saint  Paul  Public  Library,  Saint  Paul,  Minn 

Salem  Public  Library,  Salem,  Mass 

San  Francisco  Free  Public  Library,  San  Francisco, 

Cal 

Somerville  Public  Library,  Somerville,  Mass 


cat.  1 


3  cat. 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2. 

4; 

ll 

1' 

• 

1 
1 
1 

4 
1 
1 
5 

1 

li 


3 


2  bull. 


' 

a     •     • 

1 

' 
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Taunton  Public  Library"  Tautiloii.  HoBfl 

Thomas  Crane  Public  Library,  Quincy,  MasB 

Tokyo  Lfbrary.  Tokyo,  Jupan 

Toledo  Pulilic  Library.  Toledo.  0 

Topeka  Public  Library,  Topeka,  Kan 

Toronto  Public  Library,  Torooto,  Cauada 

Trinity  College,  Hnriford,  Conn 

Tufts  College.  College  Hill,  Ma*8 

Tufts  Library,  Wcynicmtb,  Muss 

Turner  Free  Libmry.  RBiidolpb,  Mbsb 

Union  for  CliHslliin  Work 

UntTcrsitT  of  Californiii,  Kcrkoley,  Cal 

UniTcraity  of  Micbif^ti),  Auii  Arbor,  MIcli... 

Univeraity  of  Rocbcstcr,  Rochester,  N.  Y 

Uzbridge  Free  Public  liUirary,  L'xlirlilge,  Mass 

Vassar  College,  Pouglikeei>sie.  N.  Y 

Warren  Couuty  Lilirary,  Monmoutli,  111 

Watertown  Free  Public  Library.  Watcrlowa.  Mass. 

Winchester  Town  Library,  WiQchc«l«r,  Mara 

Wisconsin  Slate  Historical  Society,  MiuliBon,  Wis. 

Woburn  Public  Library,  Woliurn,  Mass 

Worcester  Free  Public  Library,  Worcester,  Mass. . 

Yale  University,  New  Haven,  Conn 

YounsMen'aCbrlstlHDAsaociutiOD, Providence,  R.  L 
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ABSTRACT  OF  TREASURER'S  REPORT 


for  the  year  ending  Deeentber  31,  1890. 


RECEIPTS. 

Balance,  cash  on  hand 1^1. 77H  29 

Income  from  investments 18,421  65 

City  of  Providence  appropriation 7,500  00 

State  of  Rhode  Island  appropriation  200  00 

Portsmouth  Grove  Hospital  Library  Association 49  81 

Akerman  Co.'s  donation 25  00 

Kendall  Bequest,  (on  account) 2,000  00 

Fines,  catalogues,  etc 483  47 

$25,457  72 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Investment fl.OOO  00 

Salaries,  rent,  supplies,  insurance,  expenses,  etc 11.989  18 

Books,  periodicals  and  pamphlets 6,279  71 

Binding 481  65 

Balance,  cash  on  hand 5,707  18 

$25,457  72 

RESOURCES. 

The  funds  amount  to $268,733  19 

Of  this  amount  there  are  pledged  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Kendall 

Estate  for  annuities  and  expen.ses  of  administeriug  said  trust.. .     152,572  29 

PiioviDENCE  Public  Ltbrart, 

William  T.  Nicholson, 

Treatur^nr, 


COOPERATIVE  LIST 


OF    THB 


PERIODICALS  AND  SERIALS 


CURRENTLY    RBCBIVBD    AT    THB 


LIBRARIES  AND  READING  ROOMS 


OF 


PROVIDENCE, 


ETC. 


PROVIDENCE : 

SNOW  *  FARNHAM,  PRINTERS. 
189I. 


The  present  list  includes  the  titles  of  the  periodicals  and  senala 
currently  received  at  eleven  of  the  libraries  and  reading-rooms  of  Provi- 
dence ;  with  four  also  outside  of  Providence,  which  are  here  included,  in 
two  instances  on  account  of  their  proximity,  and  in  two  others  on  account 
of  the  value  of  theii  scientific  serials  to  scholars.  Of  the  fifteen  libraries 
named  below,  Nos.  4,  5,Mand^Sare  free  to  the  public  at  large;  the  re- 
mainder being  accessible  under  various  conditions  easily  ascertained  bjr 
application  at  the  respective  institutions  named.  Opposite  the  name  of 
each  institution  In  the  alphabetical  list  subjoined  is  given  the  abbreviation 
representing  it  in  the  body  of  the  work. 

I.  Biological  Laboratory  Library,  Brown  University,               .  SL 

3.  Brown  University  Library, B. 

3.  Brownson  Lyceum, B.  Xj. 

4.  Olneyville  Free  Library,  Olneyville,  R.  L,  .  O. 

5.  Pawtucket  Free  Public  Library,  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,        .        .  Paw. 

6.  Providence  Athenaeum, A. 

7.  Providence  Public  Library, P. 

8.  Rhode  Island  Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  Kingston,  R.  I.,     £• 

9.  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society, S. 

10.  Rhode  Island  Medical  Society, 1£. 

11.  State  Law  Library, Li. 

12.  Union  for  Christian  Work, XJ, 

13.  United  States  Naval  Torpedo  Station,  Newport,  R.  I.,  Nav. 

14.  Young  Men's  Christian  Association, 'Y,  M. 

15.  Young  Women's  Tea  Rooms, Y.  "W. 

AMERICAN. 


Abstract  of  Sanitary  Reports,  (weekly).    M. 
Academy  of  Natural  Sciences,  (quarterly).    B. 
Advance,  (weekly).     Y.  M. 
Albany  Law  Journal,  (weekly;.     L. 
Albany  Medical  Annals,  (monthly).    M. 
Alienist  and  Neurologist,  (quarterly).    M. 
America  Illustrated,  (monthly).     Paw. 
American,  (weekly).     Y.  M. 

American    Academy    of     Political    and      Social       Science,     Annals, 
(quarterly).    P. 


AMERICAN.  3 

American  Advocate  of  Peace  and  Arbitration,  (monthly).    H. 

American  Agriculturist,  (monthly).    A.,  El.,  P.,  Paw.,  U. 

American  Anthropologist,  (quarterly).     A. 

American  Antiquarian,  (bi-monthly).     H. 

American  Antiquarian  Society,  Proceedings,  (semi-annual).     A.,  B., 

H.,  P. 
American  Architect,  (weekly).     A.,  P;,  U.,  Y.  M. 
American  Bee  Journal,  (weekly).     K. 
American  Digest,  (monthly).    L. 

American  Economic  Association,  Publications,  (bi-monthly).     B.,  P. 
American  Florist,  (fortnightly).    K.,  P. 
American  Garden,  (monthly).     A.,  El.»  P. 
American  Historical  Association,  Papers,  (occasional).    P. 
American  Journal  of  Analytical  Chemistry,  (quarterly).     Nav. 
American  Journal  of  Archaeology,  (quarterly).     A.,  B. 
American  Journal  of  Mathematics,  (quarterly).    B. 
American  Journal  of  Obstetrics,  (monthly).     M. 
American  Journal  of  Philology,  (quarterly).    B.,  P. 
American  Journal  of  Science,  (monthly).     A.,  B.,  P.,  Paw.,  Nav. 
American  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences,  (monthly).     M. 
American  Law  Register,  (monthly).    L. 
American  Law  Review,  (bi-monthly).     Li. 
American  Machinist,  (weekly).     P.,  Y.  M. 
American  Missionary,  (monthly).     A.,  Y.  M. 
American  Monthly  Microscopical  Journal,  (monthly).     P. 
American  Naturalist,  (monthly).     A.,  B.,  Bi.,  P. 
American  Notes  and  Queries,  (weekly).     P.,  Paw. 
American  Statistical  Association,  Publications,  (occasional).    B.,  P. 
Andover  Review,  (monthly).     A  ,  B.,  P. 
Animal  World,  (monthly).     O. 

Annals  of  Gynaecology  and  Pediatry,  (monthly).     M. 
Annals  of  Surgery,  (monthly).     M. 
Appalachia,  (semi-annual).     A. 
Architecture  and  Building  Record,  (weekly).    Paw. 
Archives  of  Gyna;cology,  Obstetrics,  and  Pediatrics,  (monthly).     M. 
Archives  of  Pediatrics,  (monthly).     M. 
Arena,  The,  (monthly).     Paw. 
Army  and  Navy  Journal,  (weekly).     NaV. 
Army  and  Navy  Register,  (weekly).     Nav. 
Art  Amateur,  (monthly).     P.,  Paw. 
Arthur's  Home  Magazine,  (monthly).     PaW, 


AMERICAN. 

Atlanta  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  (monthly).    M. 

Adantic  Monthly,  (monthly).     A.,  O.,  P.,  PaW.,  U.,  Y.  M. 

Atlantic  Reporter,  (Law),  (weekly).     L. 

Attleboro  Advocate,  (weekly.)    Y.  M. 

Auk,  The,  (quarterly).    Bi. 

Babyland,  (monthly).     Paw. 

Bands  of  Mercy,  (monthly).    O. 

Baptist  Missionary  Magazine,  (monthly).    B. 

Baptist  Quarterly  Review,  (quarterly).     B. 

Bee  Keeper's  Review,  (monthly).    K. 

Bibliotheca  Sacra,  (quarterly).    A. 

Bicycling  World,  (weekly).    A,  Y.  M. 

Board  of  Trade  Journal,  (monthly).     B.,  P.,  Y.  M. 

Book  Chat,  (monthly).     A. 

Book  Lover,  (monthly).     P. 

Book  Notes,  (fortnightly).     A.,  B.,  P.,  Paw. 

Bookmart,  (monthly).     P. 

Boston  Daily  Advertiser,  (daily).     Paw. 

Boston  Daily  Globe,  (daily).    Paw. 

Boston  Evening  Journal,  (daily).     Paw. 

Boston  Evening  Transcript,  (daily).     Y.  M. 

Boston  Herald,  (daily).     PaW. 

Boston  Journal  of  Health,  (monthly).     M. 

Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  (weekly).     M. 

Boston  Morning  Journal,  (daily).     Y.  M. 

Boston  Post,  (daily).    Paw. 

Boston  Public  Library,  Bulletin,  (quarterly).     A.,  B.,  H.,  P. 

Botanical  Gazette,  (monthly).    B. 

Bradstreet*s,  (weekly),    P. 

Brunonian,  (weekly).     B.  P. 

Burrillville  Gazette,  (weekly).     Y.  M. 

Bulletin  of  the  Torrey  Botanical  Club,  (monthly).    B. 

Canada  Health  Journal,  (monthly).     M. 

Canada  Lancet,  (monthly).     M. 

Canada  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  (monthly).    M. 

Canadian  Bee  Journal,  (monthly).     Kl. 

Cari>enter  and  Joiner,  (monthly).     P. 

Catholic  World,  (monthly).     A.,  B.,  B.  L.,  P. 

Census  Bulletin,  (occasional).     P. 

Central  Falls  Weekly  Visitor,  (weekly).     Paw. 


:»* 
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Central  Law  Journal,  (weekly).     L. 

Century,  (monthly).  A.,  B.,  B.  L.,  O.,  P.,  PaW.,  U.,  Y.  M.,  Y.  W. 

Chautauquan,  (monthly).     Bl.,  P.,  Paw. 

Christian  at  Work,  (weekly).    Paw. 

Christian  Inquirer,  (weekly).    B. 

Christian  Union,  (weekly).    Paw. 

Christian  Register,  (weekly).    A* 

Christian  Secretary,  (weekly).    B. 

Christian  Union,  (weekly).    Y.  M. 

Churchman,  (weekly).    Y.  M. 

Church  Review,  (monthly).     A. 

Cincinnati  Lancet-Clinic,  (weekly).    M. 

Cincinnati  Medical  News,  (monthly).    M. 

City  Library  Association,  Springfield,  Mass.,  City  Library, (monthly).  P. 

Civil  Service  Record,  (monthly).     A.,  B.,  P.,  Y.  M. 

Congregationalist,  (weekly).     Y.  M. 

Congressional  Record,  (daily  during  sessions).    A.,  P.,  Y.  M. 

Connecticut    Agricultural    Experiment    Station,    New    Haven,     Ct., 

Bulletin,  (occasional).     P. 
Connecticut  Catholic,  (weekly).     B.  L. 
Consular  Reports,  (monthly).     P. 
Cooperative  Index  to  Periodicals,  (annual).     B.  P. 
Cornell  University,  Bulletin  of  the  Agricultural  Experiment  Station, 

(monthly).     P. 
Cornell  University,  Library  Bulletin,  (quarterly).    P. 
Cosmopolitan,  (monthly).     P.,  Paw. 
Cottage  Hearth,  (monthly).     Y.  W. 
Criminal  Law  Magazine,  (bi-monthly).     L. 
Critic,  (weekly).     P.,  PaW. 
Current  Comment,  (Law),  (monthly).     Li. 
Delineator,  (monthly).     Paw. 
Demorest's  Family  Magazine,  (monthly).     Y.  W. 
Denver  Times,  (daily).     Y.  M. 
Domestic  Journal,  (monthly).     Paw. 
Donahoe's  Magazine,  (monthly).     B.  Li. 
Druggists  Bulletin,  (monthly).     M. 
Education,  (monthly).     P. 
Educational  Review,  (lo  times  a  3*ear).     P. 
Electrical  Engineer,  (weekly).     B.,  Nav.,  Y.  M. 
Electrical  Review,  (weekly).     Nav. 


►  AMERICAN. 

Electrical  World,  (wceklj).    P.,  Nav.,  Paw. 

Engineer,  (weeklv).    Nav. 

Engineering  News,  (weeklr).    p. 

Engineering  Record,  (weekljr).    A.,  Pa^T. 

Essex  Institute,  Bulletin,  (monthljr).     p. 

Essex  Institute,  Historical  Collections,  (monthlT).    H.,  P. 

Examiner,  (weekly).    B. 

Fall  River  News,  (daiW).    Y.  M. 

Far  and  Near,  (monthly).     Y.  W- 

Federal  Reporter,  (Law),  (weekly).    L. 

Financial  News,  (semi-weekly).    A^,  B.,  P. 

Forest  and  Stream,  (weeklv).     p. 

Forum,  (monthlv).    A^,  P.,  Pa^^.,  U. 

Frank  Harrison's  Shorthand  Magazine,  (monthlv).    P. 

Frank  Leslie's  Illustrated  Newspaper,  (weeklv).    PaW-,  Y-  M. 

Freemason's  Repository,  (monthly).     H. 

Gaillard*s  Medical  JoumaUKmonthlv).     M. 

Garden  and  Forest,  (weekly).    A.,  B.,  K.,  P. 

Gleanings  in  Bee  Culture,  (semi-monthlv).     IT. 

Godev's  Lady's  Book,  (monthly).    Pa^r. 

Golden  Rule,  (weekly).    Y.  M. 

Granite  Monthly,  (monthly).     H. 

Green  Bag,  (monthly).     Ij. 

Harper's  Bazar,  (weekly).     P..  Paw.,  U-  Y  W. 

Harper's  Magazine,  (monthly).     A-,  0-,  P.,  Paw..  U.,  Y.  M.,  Y.  ^W. 

Harper's  Weekly,  (weeklv).     A-,  C,  P.,  Paw.,  U.,  Y.  J£. 

Harper's  Young  People  (weekly).     A.,  O.,  P.,  Paw.,  Y.  M. 

Hartford  Dailv  Courant.  (daily).     Y.  M. 

Hartford  Library  Association.  Bulletin,  ^quarterly).    A.,  P. 

Harvard  Law  Review,  (monthly).     A..  L*. 

Harvard  Universitj.  Bulletin,  (quarterly).     H.,  P. 

Harvard   University.    Harvard    Studies   in  Classical  Philology,    (< 

sional).     P. 
Harvard   University   Library,     Bibliographical    Coniribulions.     (< 

sional).     H.,  P. 
Home  Guard,  (monthly).     Y.  W. 
Home.  School  and  Nation.  (monthH).     P. 
Horticultural  Art  Journal,  (monthly).     K. 
Illustrated  .\merican.  tweekU  ».    p. 
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Illustrated  Christian  Weekly,  (weekly).     Y.  M. 

Illustrated  Journal  of  Useful  Inventions,  (monthly).     P. 

Independent,  The,  (weekly).  Paw.,  Y.  M. 

Independent  Citizen,  (weekly).     O.,  Y.  M. 

Index  Medicus,  (monthly).     M. 

Index  of  Current  Events,  (weekly).    P. 

Indian's  Friend,  (monthly).     A.,  P.,  Y.  W. 

International  Journal  of  Surgery,  (monthly).     M* 

Inter-State  Commerce  Reports,  (weekly).    L. 

Iron  Age,  (weekly).     P. 

Jeweler's  Weekly,  (weekly).     A.,  O.,  P.,  Y.  M. 

Johns  Hopkins  Hospital  Bulletin  (monthly).     M. 

Johns  Hopkins  University,  Circulars,  (monthly  during  term).     B.,  P. 

Johns  Hopkins  University,  Studies  in  Historical  and  Political  Science, 

(monthly).     A.,  H.,  P. 
Journal  of  American  Folk-lore,  (quarterly).    P. 
Journal  of  American  Orthoepy,  (monthly).     P. 
Journal  of  Cutaneous  and  Gen i to-urinary  Diseases,  (monthly).    M* 
Journal  of  Education,  (weekly).     A.,  P.,  Paw. 
Journal  of  Morphology,  (quarterly).    B.,  Bi. 
Journal  of  Nervous  and  Mental  Diseases,  (monthly),    M. 
Journal  of  Speculative  Philosophy,  (quarterly).    B. 
Journal  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  (weekly).    M. 
Journal  of  the  Franklin  Institute,  (monthly).    A.,  Nav.,  P. 
Journal  of  the  Military  Service  Institution,  (quarterly).    Nav. 
Journal  of  the  Respiratory  Organs,  (monthly).    M. 
Judge,  (weekly). .  P. 

Ladies'  Home  Journal,  (monthly).     Paw. 
Law  Quarterly  Review,  (quarterly).     A.,  Li. 
Law  Times,  (weekly).     Li. 
Law  Times  Reports,  (weekly).     Li. 
Lend  a  Hand,  (monthly).     O.,  Paw.,  Y.  W. 
Library  Journal,  (monthly).     A.,  B.,  O.,  P.,  Paw. 
Life,  (weekly).    P. 
Lippincott's,  (monthly).     P.,  U. 
Literary  News,  (monthly).     A.,  B.,  P.,  Paw. 
Literary  World,  (fortnightly).    A.,  P.,  Paw. 
Littell's  Living  Age,  (weekly).     P.,  Paw. 
Magazine  of  American  History,  (monthly).     A.,  B.,  H.,  P.,  Paw. 


AMERICAN. 

Magaiine  of  Art,  (monthly).    T*.  M. 

Magniine  of  Western  History,  (monthly).    H. 

Maine  Historical  Society,  Collections  and  Proceedings.    H. 

Manifesto,  (monthly).    P. 

Manufacturer's  Gaaette,  (weekly).    T.  M. 

Manufacturing  Jeweller,  (weekly).    H. 

Marine  Journal,  (weekly).    NaT. 

MassachttteUs  Historical  Society,  Collections,  (biennial).    A.,  B.,  P. 

Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  Proceedings,  (annual).    B.,  P. 

Massachusetts  State  Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  Bulletin,  (occa< 

sional).    P. 
Medical  Age,  (semi*nionthly).    M. 
Medical  Analectic  and  Epitome*  (monthly).    M. 
Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter,  (weekly).    M. 
Medical  Missionary  Record,  (monthly).    "T.  M. 
Medical  News,  (weekly).    M. 
Medical  Record,  (weekly).    M. 
Medical  Times  and  Register,  (weekly).    M. 
Medico-Legal  Journal,  (quarteriy).    M. 

Meivantile  Library  of  Philadelphia,  Bulletin,  (quarterir).    A^,  P. 
Me«siah^»  Herald,  (weekly).    T.  M. 

Milwaukee  Public  Library.  Quarteriy  Index.  (quarteriyV    B.,  P. 
Missionary  Helper,  (monthly).    Y.  W. 
MissioiuirT  Herald,  (monthly).    B.»  T.  M. 
Moniu.  vquarterty).    BL 

Monthly  Bulletin  of  Foreign  Literataie.  (Christem*$>.  ^monthly).     P. 
Monthly      R<oonl     of     Scientific      Ltterarure.      (Van     Xo^traatTs), 

^monthly).    P. 
Monthlr  Wcnther  Review.  taaondiirV    K. 
Momin;  S»ir.  v^eekiyV    CK  T.  M. 

Narm^an^Kt  H»soracaI  RegH^er.  ^qaanerlyV    A>.  B^  H>.  P 
Xa$^«u>  IvMsmal  ^"^  Medvioe  and  Snrggg^ .  •  5&:«:ti:'j  '^     M- 
Natxvt. ,  wkN  \    A..  R,  P^  Piiw-,  U-.  Y  M 

Es.^lA»d  Faraser.  •  weekly  ■*    Paw. 
E54r^33si    Hr^oracal    Arid    GerxaLA>rv-:i*     R?:c^T?r.       c^rAroer-lT*, 

A..«  a.'-y  Po 

New      Es^iJLTki    H:2^?c«rot!    *J^i    GeoettlocScx!    Soc--*^:^,    ?Va:-> 

-^  jLXx;s&I  ■-     p. 
X<w    Fs^ca^  Hiijsjraie.   .^sc^rr'^*       A.   B.    H.     P-   Pmw^ 

Y.  M 
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New  England  Meteorological  Society,  Bulletin,  (monthly).    B.,P. 
New  England  Notes  and  Queries,  (quarterly),    P. 
New  Englander  (monthly).     A. 
New  Jerusalem  Magazine,  (monthly).    A.,  P. 
New  Orleans  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  (monthly).    M. 
New  Review,  (monthly).     A. 

New  York  College  for  the  Training  of  Teachers,  Educational  Mono- 
graphs, (occasional).     P. 
New  York  Herald,  (daily).     Paw. 
New  York  Medical  Journal,  (weekly).     M. 
New  York  Observer,  (weekly).     Y.  M. 
New  York  Press,  (daily).    Paw. 
New  York  Times,  (daily).    Paw.,  Y.  M. 
New  York  Tribune,  (daily).     Paw.,  Y.  M. 
New  York  World,  (daily).     Paw.,  Y.  M. 
Night  and  Day,  (monthly).     Y.  M. 
North  American  Practitioner,  (monthly).    M. 

North  American  Review,  (monthly).     A.,  B.,  B.  L.,  P.,  Paw.,  U- 
Northeastern  Reporter,  (Law),  (weekly).     L. 
Northwestern  Lancet,  (fortnightly).     M. 
Northwestern  Reporter,  (Law),  (weekly).     Li. 
Oak  and  Ivy  Leaf,  (monthly).    Y.  W. 
Obstetric  Gazette,  (monthly).    M. 
Occidental  Medical  Times,  (monthly).     M. 
Ohio  Meteorological  Bureau,  Bulletin,  (monthly).    P. 
Open  Court,  (weekly).     P.,  Paw. 
Ornithologist  and  Oologist,  (monthly).     P. 
Orphanage  Record,  (monthly).    Y.  M. 
Our  Dumb  Animals,  (monthly).     O.,  Paw. 
Our  Little  Men  and  Women,  (monthly).     Paw. 
Our  Little  Ones,  (monthly).    Paw. 
Outing,  (monthly).     A,  P.,  PaW.,  Y.  M. 
Outing  Weekly  Tennis  Record,  (weekly).    Y.  M. 
Outlook,  The,  (weekly).     O.,  Paw.,  Y.  W. 
Pacific.  The,  (weekly).     Y.  M. 
Pacific  Medical  Journal,  (monthly).     M. 
Pacific  Reporter,  (Law),  (weekly).     Li. 
Path,  The.  (monthly).     P. 
Pawtucket  Gazette  and  Chronicle,  (weekly).     Paw.,  Y.  M. 
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Pawtucket  Record,  (weekly).    P.,|Paw.,  Y.  M. 
Pawtucket  Times,  (daily).    Paw.,;Y.  M. 
Pawtucket  Tribune,  (daily).    Paw. 
Pawtuzet  Valley  Gleaner,  (weekly).    Y.  M. 
Peace  Maker,  (monthly).     H. 

Pennsylvania  Magazine  of  History  and  Biography,  (quarterly).     BL 
Peterson's  Magazine,  (monthly).    Paw. 
Philadelphia  Press,  (semi- weekly).    B.,  Y.  M. 
Physician  and  Surgeon,  (monthly).    M. 
Plymouth  Tidings,  (weekly).    Y.  M. 
Political  Science  Quarterly,  (quarterly).     A-,  P. 
Popular  Science  Monthly,  (monthly).    A.,  P.,  Paw.,  U. 
Popular  Science  News,  (monthly).    U. 
Practical  Mechanic,  (monthly).    P.,  Paw. 
Presbyterian,  The,  (weekly).    Y.  M. 
Providence  Daily  Journal,  (daily).    P.,  Pa^r.,  Y.  M. 
Providence  Evening  Bulletin,  (daily).    B.,|L.,  O.,  Paw.,  Y.  M. 
Providence  Evening  Telegram,  (daily).    Paw.,  Y.  M. 
Providence  Weekly  Ledger,  (weekly).    Y.  M. 
Psyche,  (occasional).     P. 

Public  Opinion,  (weekly).    P.,  Paw.,  U.,  Y.  M. 
Publishers'  Weekly,  (weekly).    A.,  B.,  P. 
Puck,  (weekly).     P.,  Paw.,  U. 

Quarterly  Journal  of  Economics,  (quarterly).     A.,  B.,  P. 
Quarterly  Journal  of  Inebriety,  (quarterly)    M. 
Railroad  and  Engineering  Journal, t( monthly).     P.,  Nav. 
Reid's  Railroad  Guide,  (monthly).     Y.  M. 
Religious  Herald,  (weekly).    B. 
Rental  Guide,  (weekly).    Y.  M. 
Review  of  Reviews,  (monthly).     P. 

Rhode    Island    Agricultural     Experiment    Station,     Bulletin,     (occa- 
sional),    p. 
Rhode  Island  Citizen,  (weekly).     O.,  P. 
Rhode  Island  Democrat,  (weekly).    P.,  Y.  M. 

Rhode  Island  Historical  Society,  Proceedings,  (annual).    A.,  B.,  P. 
Rhode  Island   State   Board  of  Health,  Monthly  Bulletin,  (monthlj). 

Jn*t   X$.,   JBL*f   AT., 

Sabbath  Recorder,  (weekly).    Y.  M. 

Saint  Louis  Courier  of  Medicine,  (monthly).    M. 

Saint  Nicholas,  (monthly).     A,  O.,  P.,  Paw.,  U.,  Y.  M. 
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Sanitarian,  (monthly).    M« 

Sanitary  Engineer,  (weekly).    U. 

Sanitary  Inspector,  (monthly).     M. 

Sanitary  News,  (weekly).    M. 

Science,  (weekly).     A.,  B.,  M.,  P.,  Nav.,  Paw. 

Scientific  American,  (weekly).    A.,  O.,  P.,  Nav.,  Paw.,  U.,  Y.  M. 

Scientific  American  Supplement,  (weekly).     A.,  P.,  Nav.,  Paw., 

Scribner's  Magazine,  (monthly).     A.,  P.,  Paw.,  U.,  Y.  M. . 

Signs  of  the  Times,  (weekly).     Y.  M. 

Society  of  Chemical  Industry,  Journal,  (monthly). 

Southeastern  Reporter,  (Law),  (weekly).     L. 

Southern  Practitioner,  (monthly).     M. 

Southern  Reporter,  (Law),  (weekly).     L. 

Southwestern  Reporter,  (Law),  (weekly).     Li. 

Standard,  (weekly).     B. 

Sunday  School  Times,  (weekly).     P.,  Y.  M. 

Supreme  Court  Reporter,  (weekly).     Li. 

Temperance  Advocate,  (monthly).    Paw. 

Tennessee  State  Board  of  Health,  Bulletin,  (monthlj*).    H. 

Textile  Manufacturing  World,  (monthly).    A.,  P. 

Therapeutic  Gazette,  (monthly).    M. 

Toledo  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter,  (monthly).    M. 

Traveller's  Record,  (monthly).     A.,  P.,  Paw. 

Tuftonian,  (monthly).     P. 

Union  Signal,  (weekly).     O.,  P.,  Paw.,  Y.  W. 

Unitarian  Review,  (monthly).    A.,  B.,  P.,  U. 

United  (The)  Service,  (monthly).     Y.  M. 

United  States  Government  Publications,   [Catalogue  of],  (Hickcox's), 

(monthly).     P. 
United  States  of  America,  Census  Bulletins,  (occasional).    B.,  M.,  P. 
United  States  of  America,  Congressional  Record,  (daily  during  sessions). 

A.,  P.,  Y.  M. 
United  States  of  America,  Consular  Reports,  (monthly).    A.,  B.,  P. 
United  States  of  America,  Official  Gazette  of  the  Patent  Office,  (weekly). 

A.,  L.,  Nav.,  P.,  Paw. 

United  States  of  America,  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey  Bulletin,  (occa- 
sional).   Paw.,  T.  S. 
University,  (monthly).     P. 
University  Medical  Magazine,  (Philadelphia),  (monthly).     M. 


I)  ENGLISH. 

Unlvenlty  orPennt/lvania,  Publications,  (oc 

Vii^nia  Medioit  Monthly,  (monthly).     M- 

Voice,  (weekly).     A.,  Y.  M. 

WMchmm,  (weekly).     B.,  T.  M. 

WeiUrly  Journal,  (weekly).    T- M. 

Weiterly  N&rngmnKtt  Weekly,  (weekly).     T.  M- 

Wettemtann'*  GerniBn  Literary  Bulletin,  (monthly).     P. 

Weiiern  Recorder,  (weekly).    B. 

Wide  Aw«ke.  (monthly).    P.,  Paw. 

WiUon'*  Photographic  Mngaiine,  (fortnightiy).    Paw. 

Woman'!  Column,  (weekly).     Y.  W. 

Woman 'i  Joum&l,  (weekly).     O.,  F. 

Woontocket  Patriot,  (weekly).    Y.  M. 

Worcetter  Free  Public  Library,  BulleUn,  (occaiiooat).    A.,  B., 

Woreeater  Free  Public  Library.  Library  Record,  (monthly).     P 

Wotceater  Socielr  of  Antiquity,  Proceedinga,  (annual)      A-,  P. 

Y«ung  Men-t  Era,  {weddr).    Y.  M. 

Youth'i  Compaaion.  (weekly).     O-,  P..  PaW-,  Y.  M..  Y.  W 

Zton"*  AdTocate,  (weekly).    B- 

Zion't  Herald,  (weekly).    Y.  H. 


Academy.  |«wkly>-    A-.  B. 
All  lite  Year  Round.  (looothlyk.     A- 
Annalf  and  Majaiine  of  Natural  Hi^wry.    :^ 
An(ul>>>f  Botany.  vquarter-N '-     B- 
Anny  and  Xkt  Guctte.  (weekly  :     Nav. 
Art  hNicTu'.  (roonily*.     Pa^. 
Arti«k- Upaa-  van-ariiN'-    P. 
AKicpskd.  (ni^ChNI.     M- 
Atbeosun.  ' <B<Ki.:<  .     A.  P 
KrmiajHas:  >l*c;«.-a:  Reiiew.    :=oT;i  • 
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Blackwood's,  (monthly).     A.,  B.,  P.,  Paw. 

Bookseller,  (monthly).    B.,  P. 

Brain,  (quarterly).     M. 

Braithwaite*8  Retrospect,  (semi-annual).     M. 

British  Bee  Journal,  (monthly).     K. 

British  Medical  Journal,  (weekly).    M. 

Broad  Arrow,  (weekly).     Nav. 

Builder,  (monthly).     A. 

Chambers's  Journal,  (monthly).     A.,  U. 

Chemical  News,  (weekly).     B.,  Nav 

Contemporary  Review,  (monthly).    A.,  B.,  P. 

Cornhill  Magazine,  (monthly).     A. 

Dublin  Journal  of  Medical  Science,  (monthly).     M. 

Economist,  (weekly).     A. 

Edinburgh  Medical  Journal  (monthly).    M. 

Edinburgh  Review,  (quarterly).    A.,  B.,  P.,  Paw. 

Educational  Times,  (monthly).    B. 

Electrician,  (weekly).     T.  S. 

Engineering,  (weekly).     A.,  B.,  Nav.,  P. 

England  Illustrated,  (monthly).     PaW. 

English  Historical  Review,  (quarterly).    A.,  B.,  P. 

English  Illustrated  Magazine,  (monthly).     A.,  Nav.,  P.,  U. 

English  Mechanic,  (weekly).    B.,  P. 

Fortnightly  Review,  (monthly).     A.,  P. 

Garden,  (weekly).     A. 

Gentleman's  Magazine,  (monthly).    B. 

Graphic,  (weekly).     A.,  PaW. 

Illustrated  London  News,  (weekly).     A.,  P.,  Paw.,  U.,  Y.  M. 

Illustrated  Naval  and  Military  Magazine,  (monthly).     Nav. 

Industries,  (weekly).     Nav. 

Irish  Law  Times,  (weekly).     Li. 

Journal  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  (quarterly).    M. 

Journal  of  Hellenic  Studies,  (quarterly).    B. 

Journal  of  the  Chemical  Society,  (monthly).    B.,  T.  S. 

Journal  of  the  Institution  of  Electrical  Engineers,  (monthly).     Nav. 

Journal  of  the  Royal  Microscopical  Society,  (quarterly).    B.»  BL 

Journal  of  the  Royal  United  Service  Institution,  (irregular).    Nav. 

Journal  of  the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry,  (monthly).    B.,  Nav.,  P. 

Journal  of  the  Society  of  Dyers  and  Colourists,  (monthly).    B. 
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Lancet,  (weekly).    M. 

Law  Reports,  Appeal  Cases,  (monthly).     L. 

Law  Reports,  Chancery  Division,  (monthly).     Li. 

Law  Reports,  Ireland,  (monthly),    L* 

Law  Reports,  Queen's  Bench  and  Probate  Division,  (monthly).     Li. 

Library,  The,  (monthly).    P. 

London  Society,  (monthly).    A. 

Longman's  Magazine,  (monthly).    A. 

Macmillan*s  Magazine,  (monthly).    A. 

Mail,  (tri-weekly).    A. 

Marine  Engineer,  (monthly).    Nav. 

Medical  Press  and  Circular,  (weekly).    M. 

Mind,  (quarterly).    A.,  B. 

Murray's  Magazine,  (monthly).    A. 

Nature,  (weekly).     A.,  B.,  Nav.,  T. 

Nineteenth  Century,  (monthly).     A.,  B.,  P.,  Paw. 

Notes  and  Queries,  (weekly).    A.,  P. 

Pall  Mall  Budget,  (weekly).     A.,  U. 

Philosophical  Magazine,  (monthly).    Nav. 

Phonetic  Journal,  (weekly).     P. 

Physical  Society  of  London,  Proceedings,  (quarterly).    B* 

Portfolio,  (HamertoH's),  (monthly).    A.,  P. 

Practitioner,  (weekly).     M. 

Publisher's  Circular,  (semi-monthly).     A. 

Punch,  (weekly).    A.,  P.,  U. 

Quarterly  Journal  of  Microscopical  Science,  (quarterly).     B., 

Quarterly  Review,  (quarterly).     A.,  B.,  P. 

Royal  Society,  Proceedings,  (irregular).    Nav. 

Saturday  Review,  (weekly).     A.,  P. 

Speaker,  (weekly).    A.,  P. 

Spectator,  (weekly).    A.,  P. 

Temple  Bar,  (monthly).     A. 

Textile  Manufacturer,  (monthly).     P. 

Triibner's  Literary  Record,  (monthly).     P. 

Westminster  Review,  (monthly).     A-,  B.,  P. 

Young  Ladies' Journal,  (monthly).     Paw. 


- 1-' 


* 


FRENCH.  IS 


FRENCH. 


Annales  de  Chimie  et  de  Phjsique,  (monthly).    B.,  Nav. 

Archives  de  Zoologie  Exp^rimentale,  (quarterly).    B. 

\rt,  L*,  (semi-monthly,    A. 

Art  (L')  Pour  Tous,  (bi-monthly).     P. 

Bulletin  Mensuel,  (monthly).    P. 

Comptes  Rendus  Hebdomadaires  de  seances  de  TAcad^mie,  des  Sciences, 

(weekly).     Nav. 
Courrier  de  d*Art,  (weekly).    A. 
Fran^ais,  Le,  (monthly).    A. 
Illustration,  L*,  (weekly).    A. 
Journal  de  la  Marine,  Le  Yacht,  (weekly).     Nav. 
Journal  de  M^decine  et  de  Chirurgie,  (monthly).    M. 
Journal  de  Physique,  (monthly).     Nav. 
Journal  des  Economistes,  (monthly).    B. 
Lumi^re  (La)  Electrique,  (weekly).    Nav. 
Paris-Joaillerie,  (monthly).     P. 
Revue  Bleue,  (weekly).    A. 
Revue  d*Artillerie,  (monthly).    Nav. 
Revue  des  Deux  Mondes,  (semi-monthly).     A.,  B.,  Nav. 
Revue  Maritime  et  Coloniale,  (monthly).    Nav. 
Revue  Historique,  (quarterly).     B. 
Romania,  (quarterly).    B. 


GERMAN. 


Annalen  der  Chemie  (Liebig's),  (monthly).    Nav. 

Annalen  der  Physik  und  Chemie,  (monthly).     B.,  Nav. 

Archiv  fur  mikroskopische  Anatomic,  (quarterly).     B. 

Beitrage    zur    Geschichte    der     deutschen     Sprache    und     Literatur, 

(quarterly).     B. 
Berichte  des  deutschen  chemischen  Gesellschaft,  (monthly).    B. 
Biedermann's  Central-Blatt  fur  Agrikulturchemie.     El. 
Deutsche  Rundschau,  (monthly).    A. 


i6  ITALIAN. 

Dingler's  PoU'technisches  Journal,  (weekly).     B.,  T.  S. 

Elektrotechnische  Zeitschrift,  (weekly).     T.  S. 

Gegenbaur*8  morphologisches  Jahrbuch.  (quarterly).    B. 

Gewerbehalle,  (monthly).     P. 

Historische  Zeitschritt.  (semi-monthly).     B. 

Illustrirte  Zeitung.  (weekly).    A. 

Jahresbericht  der  Anatomie  und  Physiologie,  (semi-annual  parts).     B* 

Jahresbericht  uber  die  Fortschritte  der  classischen  Alterthumswissen- 

schaft,  (monthly  parts).     B. 
Jahres-Bericht  uber  die  Fortschritte  der  Thier-Chemie,  (annual). 
Journal  fi'ir  Landwirthschaft.  (monthly).     El. 
Landwirthschattliche  Jahrbucher,  (monthly).     K. 
Landwirthschnftlichen  (Die)  Versuchs-Stationen,  (occasional). 
Literarisches  Centralblatt  fur  Deutschland.  (weekly).     B. 
Milch  Zeitung,  (monthly)*     El. 
Mittheilungen    uber    Gegenstande    des     .\rtiIIerie-und-Genie-Wesens, 

(monthly).     T.  S. 
Mittheilunger  aus  dem  Gebiete  des  Seewesens.  (monthly).     T.  S- 
Naturwissenschaftliche  Rundschau,  (weekly).     B. 
Neue  Jahrbiicher  fiir  Philologie  und  Paedagogik.  (monthly).     B. 
Neue  Zeitschrift  fur  Riibenzucker*Industrie   El. 
Petermann's  Mitteilungen,  (monthly).     P. 
Rkeinisches  Museum  fiir  Philologie.    quarterly).     B. 
Ueber  Land  and  Meer.  (weekly).     P. 
Vierteljahrschrift  fur  Volkswirthschaft.  Politik.  und  Kulturgeschichtev 

(monthly  parts).     B. 
Zeiischril't  lur  analytische  Chemie.  (quarterly).     B.,  K-,  Nav. 
Zeitschrift  fiir  Biologic,  (monthh).     Kl. 

Zeitschrift  lur  Philosophic  und  die  philosophische  Kritik.  (quarterly).  B. 
Zeitschrift  llir  physiologische  Chemie,  ^ monthly).     Kl. 
Zeitschrift  fiir  Psyohologie  und  Physiologie  der  Sinnesorgane.     B- 
Zoologischer  Anzeiger.     Bi. 


ITALIAN. 


r.'iu>:raz:one  Itali.ma.  t  weekly).     A. 
Riy:s!a  M.ir:t:i:«a.  imonthly.     T.  S- 
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LIBRARY  COMMITTEE'S  REPORT. 


To  THE  Board  of  Trustees: 

The  undersigned,  member  of  the  Library  Committee,  reports  for  said 
committee  as  follows : 

The  number  of  volumes  belonging  to  the  library  January  1,  1891,  was 
54,959  ;  the  number  added  during  1891  was  3,923 ;  the  number  with- 
draw^n  was  170;  so  that  the  number  January  1,  1892,  was  58,712; 
the  net  increase  for  the  year  being  3,753.  This  increase  includes,  besides 
purchases,  1,643  given.  Notable  among  the  gifls  is  the  Updike  collection 
of  pamphlets,  numbering  150  pamphlets  and  other  publications,  mostly 
of  the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  centuries,  accumulated  during  Ave  suc- 
cessive generations  of  the  Updike  family.  The  collection  was  presented 
to  the  library  by  Mr.  Daniel  Berkeley  Updike,  of  Boston.  It  contains 
pamphlets  which  are  exceedingly  rare  and  pecuniarily  valuable,  and  it  has 
great  historic  value  for  the  light  which  it  throws  on  the  literary,  intellect- 
ual and  political  traits  and  interests  of  our  forefathers  of  one  and  two 
centuries  ago.  The  librarian's  report  mentions  other  gifls,  less  unique, 
but  of  high  value  and  utility.  Such  gifts  are  gratifying,  not  only  for 
their  intrinsic  worth,  but  also  as  proofs  of  appreciation  and  friendly 
feeling  on  the  part  of  the  donors  and  should  always  meet  with  grateful 
acknowledgment. 

As  the  library  grows  its  use  increases  and  develops  new  features.  The 
recent  purchase  of  books  relating  to  the  industrial  arts  already  begins  to 
bear,  and  will,  undoubtedly,  as  time  goes  on,  more  abundantly  bear  its 
appropriate  fruits.  The  library  is  constantly  getting  to  be  more  and 
more  used  as  auxiliary  to  the  public  schools,  and  latterly  to  University 
Extension.  This  use  should  be  specially  fostered  ;  for  whatever  the  value 
of  general  or  desultory  reading,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  reading  to  a 
definite  end,  or  as  part  of  a  course  of  study,  is  ordinarily  valuable  in  a 
much  greater  degree.  In  rendering  this  special  service  the  library  has  to 
purchase  books  which  it  would  not  purchase  for  its  more  general  uses,  and, 
often,  owing   to   simultaneous   demand,  to   multiply  copies   of  the   same 
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books.     The  service  surely  entitles  us  to  look  to  the  city  for  a  continuance, 
if  not  an  increase  of  its  annual  subsidy. 

The  Information  Desk,  established  during  the  year,  meets  a  want 
which  has  been  found  to  be  more  exigent  even  than  was  anticipated.  Ita 
services  are  in  constant  request ;  and  the  services  are,  in  their  nature, 
such  that  the  longer  they  are  rendered,  the  more  ready  and  efficient  they 
become.  The  desk  therefore,  useful  as  it  is  now,  is  sure  to  become  con- 
tinually more  useful,  while  kept  in  proper  hands. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

THOMAS   DURFEE, 

For  the  Committee, 


LIBRARUN'S  REPORT. 


To  THK  Board  of  Trustees  : 

Gentlemen  : — I  have  the  honor  to  present  herewith  my  fourteeuth 
annual  report,  covering  the  operations  of  the  year  1891. 

general  statement.^ 

The  number  of  volumes  reported  one  year  ago  was  54,959,2  During 
the  past  year  the  total  accessions  have  been  3,923,3  comprising  (1)  2,029 
volumes  obtained  by  purchase  ;^  (2)  251  received  as  exchanges,  transfers, 
etc.^;  (3)  1,643  giflts^  from  various  sources  (enumerated  in  the  appen- 
dix^) ;  making,  therefore,  after  deducting  the  1 70  volumes  withdrawn® 
during  the  year,  a  present  total  of  58,71 2. ^ 

THE   tear's   growth.  1® 

Not  only  is  the  aggregate  of  the  year's  additions  far  smaller^ ^  than  that 
of  the  previous^2  year,  but  the  number  of  volumes  purchased^^  with  the 
library's  funds  is  noticeably  less  than  one  year  ago^*,  a  fact  easily  explained 
in  view  of  the  greatly  reduced  sum  available  this  year  for  the  purchase  of 
books.  *^  Yet  among  these  purchases  are  some  which  have  been  urgently 
needed  by  our  readers,  as,  for  instance  such  works  as  Audsley's  "  Japan- 
ese arts  of  design,"  and  Winkles's  '*  Our  national  cathedrals,"  among  books 

1  See  Appendix  No.  2. 

i>  See  13th  annual  report,  p.  3. 

3  See  Appendix  No.  3. 

4  Ibid. 

5  Ibid. 

6  Ibid. 

7  See  Appendix  No.  18. 
»  See  Appendix  No.  4. 

9  See  App*)ndices  2,  3,  and  4. 
losee  Appendix  No.  2. 
11  11,220  in  16W;  3,023  in  1891. 
^'■i  intli  annual  report,  p.  20. 

l.'< 9,794  in  li>90  (of  whldi  6,775  were  included  in  the  Franlclin  Lyceum  purchase);  2,029 in  18©1. 
H  I3tli  annual  report,  p.  21. 
15  In  1890,  $5,180.74;  in  1)591,  $3,711.11. 
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on  design  ;  and  among  books  out  of  print  and  rare,  Willis's  "Principles 
of  mechanism,"  MarshalFs  '^Writings,  on  the  federal  constitution,*' 
Coxe's  "  Memoirs  of  the  kings  of  Spain,"  and  others  in  various  depart- 
ments of  the  library.  It  would  be  difficult  to  express  too  highly  our  sense 
of  obligation  to  those  thoughtful  friends  of  the  library  who  have  remem- 
bered it  in  their  gifts  of  books.  Of  the  1,648  volumes^  thus  received 
during  the  year,  some  are  of  exceptional  expense  and  value,  and  not  a  few 
are  works  which  are  out  of  print  or  rare  (as  Digby's  '*  Mores  Catholici "), 
or  which  in  other  ways  w^ere  most  welcome  acquisitions.  Notable  among 
the  gifts  which  have  been  made  to  this,  or  indeed  to  any  library,  is  the 
collection  to  be  known  as  '*  The  Updike  pamphlets."  This  comprises 
about  150^  pamphlets,  and  other  publications,  presented  to  the  library  by 
Mr.  Daniel  Berkeley  Updike,  of  Boston.  They  represent  the  accumula- 
tion through  five  successive  generations  of  a  single  Rhode  Island  family, 
of  seventeenth  and  eightefenth  century  publications  (with  a  few  also  of 
importance  belonging  to  the  early  years  of  the  nineteenth  century) ,  and  with 
the  interest  largely  enhanced  by  having  in  much  the  greater  number  of 
instances  the  autograph  signature  of  the  respective  owners.  These  have 
all  been  bound  by  the  donor  in  tasteful  and  most  fitting  form,  each  one 
bearing  the  Updike  crest  and  the  entry,  "  The  Updike  pamphlets.  Formerly 
in  the  collection  of  Wilkins  Updike,  Esqre.  Born  at  Cocumscussuc, 
Wickford,  Rhode  Island,  1784 ;  died  at  Kingston,  Rhode  Island,  1867. 
Given  to  the  Providence  Public  Library  by  Daniel  Berkeley  Updike, 
1891."  Aside  from  the  great  interest  attaching  to  a  collection  such  as 
this,  it  possesses  a  historic  value  as  indicating  what  matters  occupied  the 
attention  of  thinking  men  in  Rhode  Island,  from  1640  to  1820,  such  as  no 
student  of  the  intellectual  life  of  that  period  can  afford  to  overlook.  Other 
gifts  than  books  have  also  been  received,  among  wliich  is  one  of  peculiar 
interest  in  connection  with  the  Jones  collection  of  Italian  literature,  now 
owned  by  the  library,  namely,  an  admirably  executed  eighteenth  century 
engraving,  showing  the  view  of  Rome  from  the  northeast.  In  this  are 
conspicuous,  not  only  the  great  architectural  monuments  of  antiquity,  but 
also  in  the  foreground  the  ancient  villa  occupied  in  recent  years  by  Mr. 
Jones, *^  and  by  the  collection  of  books  which  perpetuates  his  name  in  this 
library.  This  engraving,  suitably  framed,  was  presented  by  Miss  Adeline 
Brown,  and  has  been  hung  on  the  walls  of  the  library. 

1  Sec  Appendix  No.  3;  also  Appendix  No.  18. 

2  These  are  nearlj  all  bound  separately.  In  sereral  instances,  however,  two  or  three  pamph. 
lets  are  f^rouped  in  one  volume,  the  whole  number  of  different  pamphlets  In  this  collection  being 
175.  There  are  also  besides  these  more  than  400  pamphlets  given  by  Mr.  Updike  in  an  unbound 
state,  some  of  them  being  of  much  value. 

3  See  10th  annnal  report,  p.  i. 
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In  the  last  report^  some  consideration  was  given  to  the  necessity,  in  a 
city  like  this,  for  some  common  understanding  as  to  special  fields  of 
growth,  among  the  various  libraries.  It  is  pleasant  to  observe  that  pro- 
gress is  gradually  made  in  this  direction,  from  year  to  year.  One  element 
in  the  problem  has  required  especial  attention  during  the  year  just  past, 
namely  the  University  Extension  movement,  which,  by  turning  the  attention 
of  large  bodies  of  readers,  many  of  whom  have  access  to  no  other  library 
than  this,  upon  certain  works  of  a  special  character,  has  made  it  necessary 
for  us  to  place  these  works  at  the  disposal  of  such  readers.  In  certain 
instances  the  end  in  view  has  been  served  by  borrowing ;  in  others,  by 
the  purchase  of  the  volume,  even  though  under  other  circumstances,  we 
should  have  been  ready  to  leave  works  of  their  nature  to  the  scope  of  pur- 
chases of  some  other  library.  One  of  the  inevitable  accompaniments  of 
the  great  financial  limitations  under  which  this  library  has  labored,  from 
the  first,  is  the  constant  tendency  to  unsymmetrical  growth,  a  tendency 
which  can  never  be  completely  corrected  until  the  library  has  a  respectable 
equipment  of  funds.  Here,  however,  the  difficulty  is  not  so  marked  in  the 
purchases  of  what  may  be  designated  *'  standard  literature,"  as  in  our 
purchases  of  current  publications.  In  the  case  of  standard  works,  it  is  in 
<rreat  measure  true  that  we  know  w^hat  we  want.  We  have  memoranda 
of  the  gaps^  in  our  collection  which  it  is  important  for  us  to  have  filled, 
and  consequently  we  are  ready,  when  opportunities  offer, — as  they  are 
continually  doing, — to  avail  ourselves  of  them,  and  secure  the  desired 
work.  In  the  case  of  current  publications,  it  is  by  no  means  true  that  we 
know  what  we  want,  in  any  such  sense  of  the  word  as  indicated  above. 
Returns  from  a  considerable  number  of  other  libraries,  received  in  answer 
to  our  inquiries,  and  tabulated  minutely,  show  that  the  same  difficulty  is 
experienced  elsewhere.  They  also  show  that,  in  many  of  tiiese  libraries, 
to  an  extent  which  would  hardly  be  expected,  dependence  is  placed,  in 
purchasing,  on  book-reviews,  on  the  reputation  of  the  author,  and  on  the 
reputation  of  the  publisher,  sources  of  dependence  wliich,  in  too  large  a 
number  of  instances  prove  disuppointing.  Tlic  limitations  of  time  render 
impossible,  in  our  case,  a  personal  examination  on  the  part  of  the  librarian 
or  the  purchasing  committee  in  more  than  a  fraction  of  the  instances ;  and 
while  in  most  of  the  well-defined  specialties  (such,  for  instance,  as  the 


1  i:Uh  annual  report,  p.  6. 

2  Tliis  is  not  merely  the  case  with  periodical  literutun?,  the  list  of  vacancies  In  which  we 
have  kept  before  tlie  attention  of  tlie  public  for  the  passt  ten  yearn,  with  very  gratifying  results, 
(See  Appendix  No.  10),  but  with  l>oolci9  in  all  departments  of  literuture.  Important  gKp9  In  one 
of  tlietie  subject^,— that  of  tlnauce,— have  fortunately  been  filled  during  the  past  year. 
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microscope,  or  Japanese  art),^  we  have  for  several  years  past  been  fortu- 
nate in  being  able  to  count  on  the  disinterested  judgment  of  some  specialist, 
there  still  remains  a  large  class  of  books,  chiefly  in  the  departments  of 
poetry,  fiction,  biography,  and  geography,  in  which  the  need  of  more 
definite  knowledge  of  the  books  offered  for  purchase  is  keenly  felt.  It 
might,  at  first  sight,  appear  to  be  a  hopeless  task,  to  carry  on,  side  by 
side,  as  we  aim  to  do,  the  filling  of  the  library's  deficiencies,  with  a  view  to 
its  symmetrical  development,  and  at  the  same  time,  the  responding,  so  far 
as  possible,  to  the  specific  needs  of  readers,  as  they  arise. ^  Yet,  with 
sufficient  funds,  and  with  the  ability  to  utilize  the  intelligent  and  disinter- 
ested judgment  of  a  sufficiently  large  corps  of  "readers,"  in  passing  on 
the  individual  books  offered,  there  is  nothing  inherently  impossible  in  the 
undertaking. 

THE   year's    use. 

In  every  department  of  the  library's  work,  the  cramped  condition  in 
which  it  has  been  for  the  past  six  years  in  its  present  quarters,  has  been 
uncomfortably  manifest.  Perhaps  in  no  previous  year  has  this  been  more 
palpably  felt  in  the  use  made  of  the  books  than  during  the  past  year. 
Books  when  bought  have  been  cared  for  with  difficulty ;  and  when  wanted 
by  readers  have  been  used  under  difficulties ;  and  this  is  especially  true 
of  the  use  made  of  the  books  for  reference,  although  that  use  shows  a 
very  large  increase  over  the  previous  year,^  and  an  increase  of  nearly  100 
per  cent,  over  that  of  three  years  ago.*  It  is  instructive,  however,  to 
notice  that  the  wasteful  effect  of  being  unable  to  avail  ourselves  of  oppor- 
tunities for  usefulness,  as  they  arise,  to  which  attention  was  called  several 
years  ago,  was  never  more  perfectly  exemplified  than  during  the  past  year, 
in  connection  with  the  University  Extension  movement.  This  movement, 
which  runs  so  completely  in  line  with  the  best  efforts  of  public  libraries^ 

1  See  12th  annual  report,  p.  6. 

2  Beaides  printed  blanks  for  requesting  the  purchase  of  a  book,  the  library  proTides  a  box 
in  the  waiting-room  into  which  such  requests,  signed  or  unsigned,  may  be  dropped.  It  haa 
fortunately  been  the  case  that  in  most  of  the  instances  of  books  thus  requested,  the  library  has 
felt  nt  liberty  to  procure  them,  though  it  does  not  engage  to  do  this  invariably. 

3  See  13th  annual  report,  p.  23. 
*  See  Appendix  No.  7. 

5  See  •*  Johns  Hopkins  Unlyerslty  Studies  in  Historical  and  Political  Science/'  v.  6,  p.  457-M 
(1887).  whereln.Is  printed  a  very  suggestive,  and,  in  the  light  of  subsequent  movements  influen- 
tial, paper  by  Dr.  H.  B.  Adams,  read  at  the  18S7  meeting  of  the  American  Library  Association. 
Dr.  Adams,  In  considering  the  work  of  public  libraries  in  relation  to  University  Extension, 
makes  numerous  valuable  suggestions,  the  spirit  of  which  is  summed  up  in  this  representative 
one :    "  Convert  your  library  into  a  popular  laboratory,'*  (p.  457). 
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in  recent  years,  and  which  has  during  the  past  year  secured  so  exception- 
ally firm  a  foothold  in  our  own  community, i  has  indeed  found  in  Provi- 
dence, as  well  as  elsewhere,  the  public  library  a  valuable  supplemental 
agency,  but  not  in  anything  like  the  degree  which  we  have  wished  to  see, 
and  which  under  other  conditions  we  could  have  made  it.  The  influence 
of  the  University  Extension  movement  has  been  felt  in  every  department 
of  the  library's  work, — not  merely  in  the  circulating  but  the  accession 
department,  in  the  examination  of  the  courses  covered  by  the  lectures,  the 
supplying  of  references,  the  ordering  of  works  needed  for  the  purpose,* 
the  printing  of  the  lists  of  references^  in  some  instances,  the  placing  of  the 
"reserved  books"  by  themselves  in  the  reading-room,  and,  more  than  all, 
the  very  large  amount  of  time  devoted  to  individual  readers  who  are  fol- 
lowing these  courses,  and  who  have  availed  themselves  of  the  librarian's 
offer^  to  place  at  their  disposal  the  fuller  resources  of  the  library,  on  spe- 
cific subjects,  not  included  in  the  outline  references.^  The  year  has  seen 
a  large  development  of  the  use  made  of  the  library  in  connection  with 
the  schools,^  and  in  connection  with  the  industriaF  establishments  of  the 

1  Testimony  to  the  exceptional  extent  to  which  the  University  Extension  moTement  hM 
developed  here  is  found  in  a  statement  by  Professor  G.  F.  James,  of  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, before  the  Rhode  Island  Institute  of  Instruction,  Oct.  30,  1801,  tliat  no  community  had 
surpassed  ours  in  this  respect.  {Providence  Daily  Jovnml,  Oct.  31,  1891,  p.  3.)  See  also 
the  1891-02  **  Catalogue  *'  of  Brown  University,  whicli  shows  a  total  of  more  than  1,200  per* 
■ons  studying  in  the  26  University  Extension  courses  organized  by  that  college,  in  Providence 
and  vicinity  (p.  105-6). 

3  In  numerous  instances  books  have  been  purchased  during  the  past  year,  for  which  in  the 
restricted  condition  of  its  finances  the  library's  purchasing  committee  had  hitherto  hesitated  to 
expend  its  money,  but  which  the  concentration  of  intelligent  use  such  as  that  of  the  Univer* 
tity  Extension  courses  has  made  it  plain  that  It  now  needs  to  own. 

8  A  specimen  extract  from  one  of  these]  printed  lists  of  references  is  given  in  Appendix 
No.  11. 

4  As  will  be  seen  from  the  extract  printed  in  Appendix  No.  11,  those  attending  the  Univer- 
sity Extension  courses  have  been  very  ''heartily  invited  to  communicate  with  the  librarian,  in 
regard  to  work 4  supplementing  those*'  named  in  the  lists.  It  is  gratifying  to  state  that  this 
opportunity  has  been  availed  of  in  large  measure. 

0  It  is  one  of  the  fundamentally  encouraging  features  in  connection  with  the  University 
Extension  movement  that  to  so  large  a  degree  those  enrolled  in  it  have  not  been  content  to  listen 
to  the  lectures  only  with  no  subsequent  effort  of  investigation  on  tlieir  own  part.  It  is  in  facts 
like  these  that  the  promise  for  the  future  of  the  movement  lies. 

6  All  the  methods  of  co-operation  developed  in  prcvidu.s  years  have  been  employed  during 
fhe  year  Just  closed,  with  no  other  abridgment  than  that  resulting  from  inadequate  funds.  For 
interesting  testimony  to  the  excellence  of  the  reading  done  in  this  connection,  see  p.  9-10  of 
this  report. 

7  In  addition  to  the  libraries  outside  the  city  to  whom  the  list  of  works  on  industrial  subjects 
prepared  for  this  library  had  beeu  lent,  as  mentioned  in  the  report  of  one  year  ago  (p.  5-0),  It  has 
during  the  past  year  been  lent  to  seven  other  libraries,  in  one  case  so  fur  west  as  Minneapolis. 
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city  ;  yet  even  more  striking  is  the  steady  tendency  towards  specialization, ^ 
noted  by  most  of  those  visit  the  library,  as  seen  in  the  use  malde  of  the 
books  by  all^  classes  of  readers. 

As  would  naturally  follow  from  the  marked  tendency  in  the  direction 
of  specialized  reading,  the   fiction   percentages    still  remain  exceedingly 
low.     So  fastidious  has  always  been  the  judgment  of  the  purchasing  pom- 
mittee  in  the  library's  selection  of  fiction,  that  there  is  nothing  therein 
included  whose  use  we  should  regret ;  yet  it  is  a  most  gratifying  fact  that 
the  large   demand  already  mentioned  is  concentrated  on  the  more  solid 
reading.     It   is   not   always    remembered,  to  quote  from  a  paper  by  the 
present  writer,  read  before  the  recent  meeting  of  the  American  Library 
Association,  that  ^'  in  the  nature  of  the  case,  the  number  of  copies  of  any 
work  of  fiction  used  in  the  course  of  a  year  would  immensely  outnumber 
those  which  could  possibly  be  read  in  the  more  solid  departments  of  read- 
ing.    P>en  were  the  constituency  of  the  library  confined  to    a  selected 
few,  to  whose  minds  the  higher  class  of  reading  was  congenial,  this  would 
be  the  case.     Nor  should  we  forget  that  the  ground  of  distinction  between 
a  *  public  '  library  and  any  other,  as  the  library  of  a  scientific  society,  a 
debating  society,  a  theological  school,  or  a  teachers'  club,  is  that  its  con- 
stituency is  not  thus  limited  to  a  selected  class,  but  is  broad  as  humanity 
itself,  with  all  its  enormous  inequality  of  condition,  taste,  and  mental 
growth.     Like  a  mirror,  therefore,  the  recorded  circulation  reflects  this 
variety. "3     That  a  taste,  even  among  younger  readers,  is  already  strongly 
marked,  for  some  of  the  best  literature,  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  the 
library,  in  connection   with  its  practice  of  duplicating  books  for  use  by 
school-children,^  has  had  to  multiply  copies  of  such  books  as  Parkman's 
**  La  Salle   and   the   discovery  of  the    great  West,"  Sir  John  Lubbock's 

1 1n  our  own  library  it  is  a  signillcant  fact  that  wliile  in  1»89  only  3,930  volumes  were  issued, 
for  home  use,  in  the  two  classes  covering  the  industrial  and  fine  arts,  the  number  rose  to  4,476 
in  1890  (l:Uh  annual  report,  p.  11),  and  in  1891  has  reached 4,768.  The  number  used  at  the  library 
(unrecorded  by  classes)  has  very  largely  exceeded  these  figures. 

2  An  interesting  article  in  a  local  newspaper  very  Judiciously  counsels  as  follows :  *'  During 
the  fall  and  winter  months  now  apon  us,  societies  for  study  along  given  lines  may  be  made  most 
profitable  with  a  free  library  near  at  hand.'*— (/*rari<lenc«  Daily  Journal^  Sept.  J  7, 1891,  p.  4.)  This 
excellent  suggestion  had  already  been  very  largely  and  ver>  constantly  actedon,  by  a  considera- 
ble number  of  ••  classes,"  ••clubs,"  ••  societies," etc.,  in  addition  to  the  large  number  of  individ- 
uals, pur>iuing  ihe  same  lines.  For  instances  of  the  kind  of  applications  made  under  these 
circumtttances,  see  the  11th  annual  report,  p.  23-'^5.  See  also  the  Library  Journal^  September, 
1891,  V.  16,  p.  272. 

3  See  San  Francisco  conference  proceedings,  p.  43-44. 

4  A  recent  issue  of  the  Ihihlic  Ledger,  of  Philadelphia,  contains  an  interesting  study  of  this 
method  as  practice<l  In  Providence,  the  writer  having  taken  the  pains  to  write  to  one  of  the 
Providence  teachers  mo^t  interested  in  the  reading  of  his  pupils.  The  following  is  quoted  from 
his  reply :  •*  The  improvements  noticeable  among  the  pupils  are  many.  They  learn  to  like  good 
booJcs  because  they  have  access  to  them,  and  beeause  it  is  made  possible  fur  teachers  to  interest 
them  in  such  books."    {Phlladelphin  Public  Ledger ,  Feb.  '.iO,  p.  6.) 
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'^  Chapters  in  popular  natural   history,"  and  Carl  Schurz's  ^'  Abraham 
Lincohi  "  (14  copies  of  this  last-named  work  being  supplied). 

The  Sunday  use  of  the  library  during  the  year  has  been  of  an  even 
more  gratifying  character  than  in  the  preceding  year  ;  amounting^  to  6,525, 
and  reaching  225  on  one  Sunday  (March  8),  and  representing  even  more 
than  before  an  exceptionally  intelligent  selection^  of  reading.  One  unforeseen 
consequence  of  the  opening  of  the  library  on  Sunday  has  resulted  in  con- 
nection with  the  works  of  reference  (to  be  consulted  only  at  the  library). 
It  had  heretofore  been  possible,  in  answer  to  repeated  requests,  to  issue 
certain  of  these  reference  books  for  circulation,  at  the  time  of  closing  on 
Saturday  night,  the  book  to  be  returned  at  the  time  of  opening  on  Monday 
morning.  This  want  is  now  met,  so  far  as  the  resources  of  the  library 
will  admit  of  it,  by  duplicating,  from  time  to  time,  such  of  the  works 
of  reference  as  will  be  of  most  service  in  this  connection,  thus  providing 
one  copy  for  circulation,  and  one  for  reference. 

THE   INFORMATION    DESK. 

By  vote  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  at  the  annual  meeting,  Feb.  13,  1891, 
it  was  decided  to  meet,  if  possible,  a  long  pressing  want,  by  providing  a 
library  officer  additional  to  the  force  as  previously  organized.  It  should 
be  the  express  business  of  this  officer,  to  use  the  language  of  the  report  of 
one  year  ago,*"*  '*  to  answer  questions  on  special  subjects,  to  assist  in  re- 
searches of  students,  to  assist  readers  in  the  use  of  the  catalogues,  and  to 
supply  other  information  which  readers  may  need."  One  of  the  library 
staff  who  had  shown  an  exceptional  aptitude  for  assistance  of  this  kind, 
and  whose  interest  in  it  was  such  as  to  preclude  a  ''perfunctory'*  perform- 
ance of  the  duties,  was  appointed  to  the  position,  the  place  thus  left  vacant 
being  filled  by  a  new  appointment.  It  was  arranged  that  the  clerk  at  the 
Information  Desk  should  be  supplied  with  other  work,  to  be  taken  up  in 
the  intervals  of  the  special  demands  referred  to.  It  has,  however,  repeat- 
edly been  the  case  that  a  continuous  stream  of  applications  (such  as  those 
indicated  above),  has  left  no  moment  of  time  for  this  other  work  provided. 


I  See  Appendix  No.  7. 

L'  Tiie  lltictuHtioiis  in  circulation  arc  characterized  by  mucli  tlie  fiame  very  nearly  c>teady  rite 
nnd  full  from  August  to  March,  and  from  Marcli  to  August,  in  one  year  as  anotlier.  (8eA  App«n. 
dix  No.  S.)  An  article  in  a  locail  newspaper  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  ffnies  at  txiok« 
stores  during  the  summei  months  indicate  an  overwli(>lming  preponderance  of  fiction  during* 
this  period.  The  case  !«>  fur  otherwise  widi  a  public  library  like  this;  and  the  peroentage  of 
Action  used  in  this  library  during  a  midsummer  month,  like  August,  1801,  is  lees  than  65,  which 
is  itself  nuich  lower  ttian  the  fiction  percentiige  for  tiie  whole  year  in  most  American  libmries. 
This  library's  fiction  percentage  for  the  whole  yeur|«in  li^Ul)  was  only  59-|--  (See  Appemlix  No.  7.) 

r.  13th  annual  report,  p.  V. 
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The  printing  in  the  annual  report  of  three  years  ago,  of  a  *'  list  of  ques- 
tions asked, "^  in  a  similar  line,  during  a  single  month,  renders  it  perhaps 
unnecessary  to  repeat  such  a  list  in  this  report.  In  fact  it  was  the  recog- 
nition of  the  conditions  revealed  by  that  list  of  questions  which  led,  in 
great  part,  to  the  taking  of  the  present  action,  whereby  the  meeting  of 
these  needs  is  made  the  specific  business  of  one  officer,  in  place  of  the 
scattering  fire  of  applications,  heretofore  falling  upon  all  the  library 
officers.  To  quote  from  language  used  elsewhere^  by  the  present  writer, 
*'The  question  may  arise:  Does  not  such  inquiry  as  this  often  reveal  a 
lack  on  the  part  of  the  library,  of  the  very  thing  needed.  The  answer  is, 
that  when  this  proves  to  be  the  case,  the  publication  thus  found  to  be  a 
desideratum"  is  at  once  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  purchasing  com- 
mittee,^  and  '*  in  nearly  every  instance  added  to  the  library."  Printed 
blanks'*,  moreover,  are  furnished,  on  which  an  inquirer  who  happens  to 
come  at  a  time  when  this  clerk  is  not  present,  may  note  down  a  memor- 
andum of  his  inquiry  (the  information  being  sent  him  by  mail),  unless,  as 
is  usually  the  case,  some  other  member  of  the  staif  is  able  temporarily  to 
assume  the  duties  of  the  Information  Clerk.  We  may  safely  '^  estimate 
that,  marked  as  have  been  the  benefits  of  this  library  to  the  community 
thus  far  in  its  history,"  the  establishment  of  this  feature  has  "rendered 
it  capable  of  increasing  that  usefulness  many  fold."^ 

• 

THOSE   WHO   USE  THE   LIBRARY. 

• 

If  the  distribution  of  the  readers  by  wards^  be  examined,  it  is  seen  that 
every  portion  of  the  city  is  largely  represented,  one  ward  (the  Fourth), 
having  nearly  2i)  per  cent,  of  its  entire  population  registered.  As  in 
previous  years,  the  registration  is  a  large  one  from  the  three  wards  adjoin- 
ing Ohieyville.^     It  is,  moreover,  an  occasion  for  much  gratification  that, 

1  llth  annual  report,  p.  2:^.25. 

2  lAbrartj  Journalt  v.  16,  p.  271. 

8  In  a  very  large  percentage  of  instances,  howeyer,  not  even  this  reference  to  the  purchasing 
committee  Is  waited  for,  since  many  of  the  questions  are  such  as  are  answered  by  some  official 
ri'port  (government,  state,  or  municipal),  lor  which  no  price  Is  cliarged.  The  library  has  sue- 
ceeded  in  obtaining  many  of  these,  sometimes  after  some  delay,  bnt  it  requires  little  argument 
to  Hhow  how  largely  facilitated  such  researches  would  be  in  event  of  the  passage  of  Senate  Bill 
1,54U  (commonly  known  as  the  **  Manderson  printing  bill  "),  whleh  provides  for  much  needed 
reforms  In  the  distribution  of  **  public  documents.*' 

4  These  blanks  are  headed  "  Information  Desk,'*  and  have  space  for  the  "  ijuestlon,"  *'  Slg- 
nttturo,"  ••  Po!«t(>fflce  address,"  and '*  Date'*;  while  at  the  foot  is  the  explanation:  "On  this 
blank  the  reader  may  leave  the  question  about  which  he  is  seeking  Information,  when  noi  finding 
the  officer  at  the  desk;  and  the  answer  will  be  sent  by  mail." 

i  Librartf  Journal^  v.  16,  p.  272. 

0  8ee  Appendix  No.  6. 

7  The  Stii.  Uth,  and  10th ;  total,  4,026. 
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a  few  weeks  before  the  end  of  the  year  just  closed,  action  was  taken  by 
the  Board,  which  will  add  very  much  to  the  wider  usefulness  of  this  library 
in  future.  As  was  stated  in  tlie  report  of  one  year  ago,*  '*  the  Olneyville 
Free  Library,  situated,  as  it  is,  on  the  very  edge  of  the  city  limits,  though 
having  no  organic  connection  with  this  library,  performs  many  of  the 
functions  of  a  branch  library.  Although  its  building  stands  within  the 
limits  of  the  town  of  Johnston,  by  far  the  greater  number  of  the  borrow- 
ers,— about  60  percent., — are  residents  of  Providence."  "The  library 
acts  as  a  feeder  to  this  library,  as  a  branch  of  the  Boston  Public  Library 
does  to  the  main  library,  and  the  coming  of  some  reader  to  this  library 
who  says  that  he  has  been  referred  here  from  the  Olneyville  Free  Library, 
for  works  of  a  more  special  character  than  are  contained  therein,  is  a 
matter  of  frequent  occurrence."  It  was  found,  however,  tliat  too  often, — 
particularly  in  the  case  of  readers  needing  to  use  industrial  works, — we 
were  obliged  to  refuse  the  privileges  of  this  library  to  some  interested 
reader,  simply  because  his  home  was  on  the  wrong  side  of  the  boundary 
line.  Acting  on  these  considerations,  the  Board  of  Trustees  very  cheer- 
fully decided  to  extend  the  privileges  of  the  library,  within  certain  specifi- 
cally named  limits,  on  the  Johnston  side  of  the  line.  The  registration 
slips  on  which  to  make  application  for  this  privilege  have  been  placed  iu 
the  hands  of  the  librarian  of  the  Olneyville  Free  Library,^  and  already 
readers  thus  recommended  have  begun  using  this  library.^ 

As  will  readily  be  seen  from  the  above,  the  principle  underlying  this 
extension  of  the  library's  privileges  has  been  the  recognition  of  the  service 
to  be  rendered  iu  specialized  directions  of  reading,  as  opposed  to  the  mere 
multiplication  of  aimless  reading ;  and  this  has,  perhaps,  most  frequently 
occurred  in  connection  with  school  studies,  with  the  University  Extension 
courses,^  and  with  the  consultation  of  works  on  industrial  subjects. ^  In- 
stances multiply  which  confirm  the  view  expressed  in  the  report  of  last 
year,  that  by  the  marked  development  of  its  industrial  and  decorative  pur- 
chases which  has  characterized  the  last  few  years,  this  library  is  "  gradually 
becoming  the  possessor  of  a  scientifically  selected  set  of  volumes  and  plates 
which  cannot  fail  to  leave  a  distinct  impress  on  the  character  of  the  work 


1  IStli  annual  report,  p.  12. 

2  .S«'e  Providence  Journal,  Dec.  2,  WM,  p.  10. 
.s  See  Appendix  No.  8. 

4  Tills  lias  been  of  exceptional  tiigniticunce  at  Olneyvilk',  wlicre  an  admirable  coarse  in 
English  literature,  given  at  the  I^ibrary  Building,  lius  been  rollowed  with  remarkable  Intereat. 

5  A  legitimate  function  of  thi^  library  would  be  the  exhibition  of  plates  and  other  Illu«tra* 
tIon-«  of  architectural  or  det^orative  objects,  in  the  nianiu-r  described  by  Mr.  Green,  of  the  Wor- 
cester Free  I'ublic  Library,  iSan  Francisco  conffrmce  pronciliiigs,  p.  ?<•. 
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done  in  the  various  industries  of  the  city."^  It  is  not  uncommon  for  the 
librarian  to  receive  the  assurance,  verbally  or  by  letter,  that  the  resources 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  those  in  charge  of  these  industries  have  proved 
unexpectedly  serviceable,  and  are  sure  to  be  heard  from  in  the  shape  of 
better  work.  In  this  connection  also  should  be  remembered  the  fact  that, 
to  use  the  words  of  one  of  the  most  intelligent  of  the  directors  of  our  local 
industries,  '^mechanical  books  are  very  costly,"  and  that  this  has  too 
often  ''  prevented  those  of  moderate  means  from  obtaining"  the  informa- 
tion and  inspiration  needed,  by  private  ownership. 

THE   library's  URGENT  NEED   OF   A   BUILDING. 

The  death  in  this  city,  in  August  last,  of  Mr.  John  Wilson  Smith,^ 
who  had  already  manifested  his  interest  in  this  library  by  valuable  gifts  to 
it,  had  the  result  of  concentrating  public  attention  upon  its  exceptional 
needs,  in  the  shape  of  a  building.  The  will  of  this  generous  and  public- 
spirited  citizen,  (dated  April  29,  1887),  was  found  to  provide  that,  after 
the  payment  of  specified  amounts  to  various  individuals  and  organizations 
the  remainder  should  '^  be  divided  into  three  equal  parts, "^  fot*  the  use  of 
Brown  University,  the  Rhode  Island  Hospital,  and  this  library,  respectively. 
This  thoughtful  and  exceedingly  well-timed  gift  to  the  library  has  very 
naturally  had  the  effect  of  re-awakening  the  interest^  of  the  public  in  the 
library,  and  especially  in  the  erection  of  a  separate  building  for  its  occu- 
pancy. And  it  is  indeed  true  that,  pressing  as  are  the  needs  of  the  library 
in  other  respects,  that  of  a  building  adequate  to  its  various  needs,  is  one 

1  13th  annual  report,  p.  5. 

'^Mt.  Smith,  who  died  Aug.  6,  181)1,  had,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  **  Acknowledgment!  of 
xift^i,"  (Appendix  No.  1.3),  taken  an  interest  In  the  library  to  the  extent  of  making  a  gift  ot 
valuuhle  newspapers  to  it,  ami  had  visited  the  library  in  the  furtherance  of  tills  purpose, 
]ef!(  than  a  fortnight  before  his  death.  Portraits  of  this  generous  donor  and  of  others  whose 
f-arlicr  gifts  have  been  chronicled,  have  been  ordered  painted  for  the  library.  Those  of  Mr.  Ken- 
dall and  Mr.  Smith,  painted  by  Mr.  John  N.  Arnold,  have  already  been  hung  on  the  walls  of 
the  rending- room. 

<>  For  the  full  text  of  the  will  see  the  daily  newspapers  of  this  city  of  Aug.  12  and  13,  1892. 
It  may  be  of  interest  to  some  readers  to  be  I'eminded  that  on  the  outside  page  of  the  back  cover 
uf  thi^4  report  \»  printed  the  "  Form  of  Bequest,"  in  case  of  fhnds  which  it  is  desired  to  leave  to 
this  library. 

*  A*  expressed  in  the  local  press,  these  evidences  ot  public  interest  are  extremely  gratifying. 
One  niwspapcr  remarks :  '*  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  this  city 
needs  II  new  public  library  building.  The  recent  legacy  bequeathed  to  it  points  the  way  to  further 
cuntributlom*,  and  in  uuy  event  the  city  would  pay  the  annual  expenses  of  the  institution,  rather 
than  havi*  it  confined  to  its  present  insufficient  quarters."  {Providence  Dnily  Journal^  Aug.  13, 
IMM. )  Another  >)uy8 :  *'  No  argument  is  needed  to  demonstrate  the  usefulness  of  a  well-equipped 
and  skillfully  administered  public  library.  The  whole  question  is  a  question  of  means.  .  .  . 
Now  appears  to  be  the  golden  opportunity  which  our  philanthropically  inclined  wealthy  citizens 
rthould  seize  upon,  to  do  the  largest  possible  good  with  their  money."  {Providtncc  Evening 
Tdtgnwit  Aug.  13,  1891.; 
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which  underlies  and  claims  precedence  of  all  the  others.  The  past  few 
3'ears  have  done  much  to  crystallize  and  render  definite  the  conception  of 
what  is  desirable  and  requisite  in  public  library  buildings.  *^  The  following 
desiderata  are  here  reproduced  from  articles^  in  one  of  the  local  newspapers 
of  last  August,  in  which  these  requisites  were  considered,  namely  :  the 
distinction  to  be  observed  between  what  may  be  termed  the  *^  stack 
section"  and  the  ^^  public  section"  of  such  a  building;  the  necessity  for 
so  placing  the  ^^  stack  section"  that  it  will  admit  of  almost  indefinite 
extension  ;  the  placing  of  the  building  as  a  whole  in  such  a  way  as  to 
secure  the  best  effects  in  lighting,  heating,  and  ventilation,  for  all  portions 
of  it ;  effectual  seclusion  from  the  noise  of  a  main  thoroughfare,  for  those 
portions  of  the  building  where  reading  or  studying  are  to  be  carried  on, 
and  yet  nearness  of  access  from  such  a  thoroughfare  to  the  building  as  a 
whole ;  an  equally  effectual  shutting  off  of  the  rooms  for  reading  or  study 
from  the  general  delivery  room,  where  more  or  less  noise  is  unavoidable ; 
as  complete  seclusion  from  the  annoyance  of  dust  as  can  be  arranged  for ; 
the  adoption  of  some  method  at  least  as  effectual  as  that  known  as  slow- 
burning  construction,  for  all  portions  of  the  building;  and  the  absolute 
protection  against  fire,  by  vaults  or  other  appliances,  of  such  of  the 
library's  treasures  as  are  unique  and  impossible  to  replace  ;  the  recognition 
in  the  planning  of  the  building,  that  it  is  to  be  used  constantly  for  consulta- 
tion along  specialized  lines,  by  supplying  study-rooms  for  individual 
students,  class-rooms  for  school  and  University  Extension  classes,  a  patent 
room  for  complete  sets  of  the  American  and  British  patents  and  patent 
specifications ;  and,  in  addition,  the  placing  of  all  these  in  such  a  way  as 
to  render  possible  the  advantages  of  access  to  the  slielves^  by  readers 
wherever  practicable. 

I  Compare  the  very  admirable  attempt  at  summarizing  the  *'  Points  of  agreement  among 
librarians  as  to  library  architecture,"  by  C.  C.  Soule,  in  the  San  Fiauci^co  Conlerence  number 
of  tlie  Library  Journal^  p.  17-19. 

^Proriiience  Daily  Jmirual,  Aug.  10,  1891,  p.  4;  Aug.  30,  1891,  p.  Hi. 

3 This  pliase  of  tlie  use  of  public  libraries,  to  which  reference  wh»<  made  in  the  report  of  sev* 
eral  years  ago  (Tith  annual  report,  p.  12),  us  being  "of  commanding  interest  among  modern 
library  problems,"  has  assumed  greatly  increased  interest  since  thiit  time,  from  the  experience 
of  two  large  public  libraries  in  this  direction,  the  Cleveland  I'ublic  Library  and  the  Minneapolis 
Pnbllc  IJbrary.  Very  suggestive  accounts  of  the  gratifying  results  at  each  of  the  two  are  printed 
in  the  8an  Francisco  Conference  proctfedings  of  the  Amenciin  Library  Assoclalion  (1891),  p. 
34.35,  flL*.67.  (See  also  the  23d  annual  report  of  tlw*  Cleveland  Tubllc  Library,  p.  6.>  Nothing  is 
more  certain  than  that  in  our  present  book-room,  where  access  to  thr  shelves  by  even  the  library 
attendants  is  encomp:issed  with  the  most  annoying  the  auditficlties,  doption  of  this  principle  is 
impossible.  At  the  same  time,  nothing  is  more  probable  than  tliat  its  adoption  under  certain 
conditions,  in  a  building  planned  wltli  this  use  in  view,  would  result  in  the  wider  utefulneis 
of  the  library.  This  is  already  the  case  with  the  single  class  (Art),  which  has  for  about  a  year 
been  placed  in  a  room  by  itself,  to  which,  under  certain  specilied  conditions,  readers  have  had 
access.  (.For  a  re.afnrmation  of  the  benefits  of  this  method,  at  the  Pawtucket  Free  Public 
Library,  in  spite  of  some  discouraging  experiences,  see  the  Providence  Sunday  Journal,  March 
e,  1892.) 
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Not  one  of  these  requirements  is  an  imaginary  one.  The  fourteen 
years  of  the  library's  experience  thus  far  has  enabled  us  to  feel  in  the  most 
painful  manner  the  lack  of  all  of  them,  and  in  an  increasing  degree.  In 
the  present  quarters  the  problem  of  satisfactorily  controlling  ventilation 
and  heating  is  apparently  insoluble.  The  room  in  which  the  books  are 
stored  is  only  partially  and  inadequately  supplied  with  light  by  day,  and 
its  supply  of  artificial  light  has,  until  recently,  been  of  the  most  insecure 
and  injurious  nature.^  Few  libraries,  it  is  probable,  have  experienced  in 
80  annoying  a  degree  the  inconvenience  of  putting  one  and  the  same  room 
to  widely  opposite  uses.  Thus,  the  reader  who  would  avail  himself  of 
the  library's  excellent  collection  of  reference-books  is  obliged  to  do  so  in  a 
room  at  no  time  free  from  the  distracting  noises  necessarily  connected 
with  the  circulating  department.  The  teacher  who  comes  with  his  class 
to  spend  an  hour  in  the  study  of  the  literature  of  some  subject,  is  obliged 
to  make  the  best  of  an  unsuitable  room,  and  to  run  the  risk  of  disturbing 
other  readers.  The  University  Extension  classes,^  who  need  to  make  use 
of  some  separate  room  in  which  to  follow  out  to  the  best  advantage  the 
suggestions  of  their  courses,  are  provided  for  in  ways  which  are  alike  in- 
convenient and  inadequate.  The  reader  who  is  making  researches  in 
connection  with  industrial  or  art  processes,  needs  to  do  so  in  a  room  not 
subject  to  interruptions,  and  with  appliances  specially  fitted^  to  such  uses, 
but  is  obliged  to  do  without  these.  Most  incongruous  of  all,  the  public 
library  of  a  city  of  this  size  and  industrial  importance  is  found  to  be  un- 
supplied  with  complete  sets  of  American  and  foreign  patents  and  patent 
specifications ;  yet  the  housing  of  the  small  army  of  volumes  which  this 
involves^  is  as  much  an  impossibility  in  our  present  quarters,  as  would  be 
the  housing  of  a  steamship.     ''A  place  for  everything"*  is  a  principle  of 

1  The  serious  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  the  location  of  the  gas  burners  in  the  boolc- 
room,  &B  well  as  the  obvious  injury  resulting  to  the  books  themfelres  from  the  gas  and  hot  air  in 
the  upper  part  of  this  room,  led  to  the  substitution  of  electrieitj  for  gas  in  this  part  of  the  library 
premises  during  the  past  year,  though,  like  many  other  of  the  measures  rendered  necessary 
during  the  past  six  years,  it  hardly  went  far  enough. 

2  Large  as  the  increase  in  the  consultation  of  books  at  the  library  has  been  during  the  year, 
(see  p.  7-S  of  this  report),  It  would  have  been  perceptibly  larger  if  the  library  had  been  able  to 
offer  suitable  rooms  for  University  Extension  and  other  classes,  as  no  one  can  doubt  who  has 
seen  the  admirable  rooms  put  to  such  uses  at  the  Olneyville  and  Pawtucket  libraries. 

3  Such,  for  instance,  as  those  supplied  at  the  Buffalo  Library,  where  the  study-room  supplies 
the  investigators  with  tables,  where  they  may  have  not  only  all  needfUl  materials  and  equip- 
ments, while  at  work,  but  also  drawers  in  which  these  may  be  left  over  night. 

4  The  space  assigned  to  these  uses  in  the  present  building  of  the  Boston  Public  Library  is 
1,188  sq.  It.  (44  x  27  ft.) ;  in  the  new  (Copley  Square)  building,  2,210  sq.  ft.(65  x34  ft.)  (40th  annual 
report  of  the  Boston  Public  Library,  p.  4). 

5  An  '*  object  lesson  "  has  for  some  time  been  afforded  to  the  patrons  of  the  Providence  Post- 
olBce,  in  regard  to  the  painfully  narrow  quarters  which  it  now  occupies,  necessitating  the  using 
of  the  same  place  for  more  than  one  process,  by  a  "blue  print  "  showing  the  present  ({uarters, 
hanging  in  the  lobby  where  it  attracts  the  attention  of  all.  A  similar  floor  plan  of  this  library 
be  would  equally  suggestive  of  our  needs. 
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the  first  importance  in  library  administration,  if  the  best  results  are  to  be 
secured ;  jet  in  these  quarters,  which  were  full  six  years  ago,  the  acquisi- 
tion and  utilization  of  the  over  25,000'  volumes  which  have  been  crowded 
in  since  then,  has  necessitated  the  use  of  one  and  the  same  place  for  many 
things,  and  the  almost  constant  moving  about  of  books  and  pamphlets, 
and  the  removal  of  certain  sets  from  their  place  to  give  room  for  others  at 
the  time  more  urgently  needed.  The  wear  and  tear  involved,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  loss  of  stability  and  order,  is  wasteful  in  the  extreme.  And 
yet  everything  already  enumerated  must  perhaps  be  regarded  as  of  second- 
ary  importance,  as  compared  with  the  supreme  danger  of  destruction  by 
fire,  to  which  the  library  while  here  is  at  any  time  exposed.  It  must  not 
be  forgotten,  moreover,  that,  while  some  of  the  shortcomings  above  noted 
are  such  as  affect,  by  their  inconvenience,  those  who  administer  the  library, 
it  is,  in  nearly  every  instance,  the  public  upon  whom  the  burden  of  the 
inconvenience  comes,  and  it  is  devoutly  to  be  hoped  that  the  period  of 
waiting  rendered  necessary  in  our  case  may  not  be  prolonged  until  ^*  the 
patience  of  the  public  is  quite  at  an  end."  Even  with  the  very  welcome 
prospective  addition  of  the  Smith  bequest,^ — the  exact  amount  of  which 
has  not  yet  been  officially  stated, — the  funds  at  the  disposal  of  the  library 
have  not  been  such  as  to  place  beyond  question  our  ability  to  supply  oar- 
selves  with  the  building  needed,  and  additional  funds,  such  as  shall  render 
this  more  certain,  are  very  urgently  desired.^ 

I  Number  of  volumes  Dec.  31, 1885,  33,047,  (8th  annual  report,  p.  3) ;  Dec.  31,  lb91,  68,712; 
increase,  25,665. 

•  Since  the  presentation  of  the  present  report,  and  while  it  was  on  its  way  to  the  pretf,  • 
welcome  addition  to  the  fdnds  of  the  library  has  occurred,  and  has  come,  in  fact,  fh>m  this  tame 
estate  of  the  late  Jolm  Wilson  Smith.  Mr.  Smith  left  In  his  will  a  certain  sum  in  trust,  the 
Income  to  be  paid  tu  his  sister,  Miss  Mary  Avery  Smith,  during  her  life,  and  the  princi|uil  to  be 
disposed  of  at  lier  death  as  she  should  direct.  Miss  Smith  survived  her  brother  only  about  fix 
months,  dying  in  this  city  Feb.  12, 1802.  By  her  will  (which  was  presented  for  probate  Feb.  17, 
1802),  It  was  found  that  she  had  bequeathed  this  sum,  then  standing  at  $40,900,  for  eqaal  dlstrl* 
button  among  the  three  institutions  which  had  been  similarly  designated  in  her  brother's  will. 
(See  p.  13  of  thl^  report.)  The  sum  of  $l:{,633.33,*^  consequently  comes  to  this  library,  to  which 
Is  to  be  added  a  separately  specified  legacy  of  $500.00,  named  elsewhere  in  the  same  will,  maklnf 
In  all,  $14,133.33.'3.    (Providence  Daily  Journal,  Feb.  18,  1892.) 

'i  A  clause  In  Mr.  Smith's  will,  already  cited,  provide:*  as  follows :  "And  in  case,  by  ressoa 
of  the  increase  in  the  amount  and  value  of  my  personal  and  real  estate,  the  sliarc  beqaeattaed 
to  said  library  shall  amount  to  the  sum  of  $50,000  or  more,  it  is  my  wish  that  the  same,  In  wh<^ 
or  in  part,  may  be  applied  and  appropriated  to  the  erection  of  a  stuitnble  library  buildiDg,*  etc., 
etc.  Although,  as  tttated  above,  the  exact  sum  wliioh  will  bi.'  reulized  from  this  will  is  not  yet 
known.  It  is  knowu  that  it  will  exceed  $50,000. 
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The  jear,  however,*  has  had  several  decidedly  encouraging  features.^ 
Aside  from  the  Smith  bequest,  already  referred  to,  the  fact  that  one  year 
has  witnessed  three  such  steps  forward  as  the  establishment  of  the  Infor- 
mation Desk,3  the  very  noteworthy  additions  to  the  periodical  lists, ^  the 
work  in  connection  with  University  Extension,^  and  tlie  Olneyville  exten- 
sion of  library  privileges,**  is  itself  noteworthy. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 

As  in  previous  years,  tlie  librarian's  efforts  have  been  most  courteously 
and  effectively  furthered  by  the  active  interest  of  the  members  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees.^  He  also  feels  indebted  to  the  increasingly  intelligent  interest 
manifested  by  the  members  of  his  staff,  to  the  effective  efforts  of  the  police, 
and  especially  to  the  generous  and  hearty  interest  of  the  newspaper  press, 


)  During  the  year  a  coniolidated  **  Finding.Utt "  of  the  library,  comprising  more  than  800 
pages,  has  been  printed.  Copies  are  for  sale  to  readers,  at  50  cents  in  paper  covers,  and  75  cents 
in  cloth  covers. 

2  Within  the  period  referred  to,  the  needs  of  some  other  American  communities  have  been 
muniflcenUy  supplied.  In  New  London,  Ct.,  an  admirably  constructed  library  buildii.g  has  been 
occupied  during  the  year,  (American  Architect »  v.  33,  No.  822),  and  in  Norwich  in  the  same  state 
the  will  of  a  public-spirited  citizen  has  left  the  sumof  $200,000  for  a  public  library.  Within  a  few 
months  elaborate  plans  have  been  published,  showing  the  proposed  new  building,  to  be  erected 
for  the  City  Library,  Springfield,  Mass.  (Springfield  Weekly  Republican^  Nov.  27, 1801).  In  North- 
ampton, Mass.,  the  Forbes  Public  Library  fund  has  now  reached  $430,014  {Bo$ton  Herald,  March 
'<!6, 18tf2).  In  the  city  of  IMttsburgh,  Pa.,  the  closing  weeks  of  the  year  were  given  up  to  a  public 
exhibition  of  the  more  than  one  hundred  sets  of  plans  presented  by  as  many  different  architects 
in  competition  for  the  new  public  library  of  that  city.  {Philadelphia  Daily  Pre»»^  Nov.  5, 1801.) 
This  main  building  Is  to  cost  upwards  of  $800,000,  (See  Harper's  Weekly^  Jan.  30,  1892,  in  which 
the  accepted  design  Is  given;  see  also  American  Architect,  March  5, 1802);  to  which  $300,000  Is 
added  for  the  construction  of  branch  libraries ;  the  whole  being  the  generous  gift  of  Mr.  Andrew 
Carnegie.  A  report  prepared  for  the  American  Library  Association  in  1801,  is  also  of  significant 
Interest,  as  showing  the  steady  increase  of  private  munificence  in  the  endowment  of  American 
libraries.  It  covers  the  year  18110  only,  and  comprises  answers  "from  only  one-fourth  of  the 
libraries  from  which  informaUon  had  been  requested,**  yet  it  shows  a  total  of  more  than  $22,000 
In  **  gifts  and  bequests  to  libraries  for  the  year  named.*'  The  record  of  a  single  state.  Massa- 
chusetts, Im  also  of  interest.  In  the  ten  years  ending  1891,  more  than  $1,308,000  was  received 
from  private  generosity  for  the  construction  of  library  buildings  in  that  state.  If  the  sums 
appropriated  by  municipalities  be  added,  the  total  exceeds  $3,240,000.  {Providence  Daily  Journal, 
Aug.  14, 1891,  p.  3.)    See  also  1st  annual  report  of  the  Massachusetts  Library  Commission. 

•iSee  p.  10-11  of  this  report. 

4  See  Appendix  No.  1,  whore  the  lists  are  given  In  full.  The  total  (comprising  periodicals, 
serials,  and  annuals),' numbers  274. 

^  See  p.  7-8  of  this  report. 

c  See  p.  11-12  of  this  reporL 

7  The  death,  Oct.  17, 1891,  of  Professor  John  L.  Lincoln,  whoi4>  retirement  from  the  Board 
of  Trustees  was  chronicled  one  year  ago,(l.^tli  annual  report,  p.  14),  has  deprived  the  library  of  a 
friend  whose  interest  In  it  was  inanKeoted  to  the  last.  More  recently,  as  thU  report  is  passing 
through  the  press,  it  has  become  necessary  to  accept  the  resignation  f^om  th<>  presidency  and 
from  the  Board  of  Trustees,  of  Mr.  Frank  E.  Richmond,  whose  ten  years  of  service  ns  president 
have  been  years  of  unremitting  exertion,  and  to  whom  all  the  interests  of  the  library  are 
Indebted  more  than  can  be  easily  expressed. 
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APPENDIX  NO.  1. 

LIST    OP    PERIODICALS,     SERIALS,     AND     ANNUALS    CURRENTLY    RECEIVED.  ^ 

A.      General  list  of  period'tcah,„ 

Academy,  (weekly).  Bookseller,  (monthly). 

Amateur  Sportsman,*  (monthly).  Bratlstreet's,  (weekly). 

American  Agriculturist,  (mouUily).       Bininonian,*  (weekly). 

American  Architect,^  (weekly).  Bulletin  Mensucl,*  (monthly) :    (Dyi-sen 

Amencan  Economist*,  (weekly).  <fe  Pfeiffer). 

American  Florist,*  (weekly).  Californian,  (mcmthly). 

American  Garden,  (monthly).  Catalogue    Mensuel,*    (monthly);*   (G. 

American  History  Leaflets,  (bi-m on th-         Schoenhof). 

ly).  Catholic  World,  (monthly). 

American    Jouiiial    of    Xumismatics,  Century,  (monthly). 

(quarterly).  Charities  Review,  (monthly.) 

American  Journal  of  Philology,  (quar-  Chautauquan,  (monthly). 

terly).  Civil  Service  Record,*  (monthly). 

American  Journal  of  Science,  (month-  Collector,*  (semi-monthly). 

ly).  Commercial  and   Financial  Chronicle.r 

American  Machinist,  (weekly).  (weekly).* 

American  Monthly  Microscopical  Jour-  Contemporary  Review,  (monthly), 
nal,  (monthly).  Continuous  Index,  (monthly). 

American  Naturalist,  (monthly).  Cooperative  Index  to  Periodicals,    (an- 

American  Notes  and  Queries,  (week-         nual).^ 

ly).  Cosmopolitan,  (monthly). 

American  Philatelist,*  (monthly).  Critic,  (weekly). 

Andover  Review,  (monthly).  Edinburgh  Review,  (quarterly). 

Appalachia,  (occasional).  Education,  (monthly). 

Architectural  Record,  (quarterly).  Educational     Review,     (10    times    i>cr 

Arena,*  (monthly).  year). 

Art  Amateur,  (monthly).  Electrical  Enterprise,*  (monthly). 

Art  Interchange,  (monthly).  Electrical  World,  (weekly). 

Art  (L')  pour  Tons,  (monthly).  Engineering,  (weekly). 

Athenaeum,  (weekly).  Engineering  Magazine,  (monthly). 

Atlantic  Monthly  (monthly).  Engineering  News,  (weekly). 

Banker's  Magazine  (monthly).  English  Historical  Review,  (quarterly). 

Blackwood^s,  (monthly).  English  Illustrated  Magazine,  (month- 

Board  of  Trade  Journal,*  (monthly).  ly). 

Book  Notes,*  (fortnightly).  English  Mechanic,  (weekly). 


1  Revised  to  April  22, 1802.     (Total  274.) 

'2  See  the  list  followin>|^  this  for  those  issued  by  orf^ani/ations,  etc.,' in  a  sieparate  alphabet. 

3  •«  Imperial  edition." 

4  Providence. 

•'>  Record  of  new  publicationni. 

«  Trurable's. 

7  At  end  of  year;  also  Investors'  Supplement,  (6  no?,  per  year). 

"^  For  other  annuals,  including  almanacs,  etc.,  see  list  C,  following  this. 

♦Gilt. 
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APPENDIX  NO.  1, -^continued. 


Epoch,*  (weekly). 

Esperance,  (L'),*  (weekly). i 

Far  and  Near,  (monthly). 

Financial  News,*  (semi-weekly).* 

Forest  and  Stream,  (weekly). 

Fortnightly  Keview,  (monthly). 

Forinn,  (monthly). 

Fi-ank  Uanison's  Shorthand  Magazine, 
(monthly). 

Free  Russia,*  (monthly). 

Garden  and  Forest,  (weekly). 

Gewerbehalle,  (monthly). 

Gymnasium,*  (monthly).^ 

Harper's  Bazar,  (weekly). 

Harpers  Magazine,  (monthly). 

Harper* s  Weekly,  (weekly). 

Harpers  Young  People,  (weekly). 

Illustrated  London  News,  (weekly). 

Index  of  Current  Events,  (weekly). 

Indian's  Friend,*  (monthly). 

Inventive  Age,*  (bi-weekly). 

Iron  Age,  (weekly). 

Jeweler's  Weekly,*  (weekly). 

Journal   of  American  Ethnology  and 
Archaeology,*  (occasional). 

Journal  of  American  Folk-lore,  (quar- 
terly). 

Journal     of     American     Orthoepy,* 
(monthly). 

Journal  of  Education,  (weekly). 

Journal    of    the    Frank  in    Institute, 
(monthly). 

Journal   of  the  Society  of   Chemical 
Industry,  (monthly). 

Jud^;e,  (weekly). 

Learner  and  Teacher,*  (mtmthly). 

Library,  (monthly). 

Library  Journal,  (monthly). 

Library  Notes,  (tiuarterly.) 


Life,  (weekly). 

Lippincott's,  (monthly). 

Literary  Digest,*  (weekly). 

Literary  New^s,  (monthly). 

Literary  World,  (fortnightly). 

Litteirs  Living  Age,  (weekly). 

Magazine  of  American  History, 
(monthly). 

Magazine  of  New  England  History, 
(quarterly). 

Manifesto,*  (monthly). 

Montlily  Bulletin,  (monthly) ;  (Dyrsen 
&  Pfeiffer). 

Monthly  Record^  of  Scientific  Lltera- 
ature,4  (monthly). 

Narragansett  Historical  Register, 
(quarterly). 

Nation,  (weekly). 

Nature,  (weekly). 

New  England  Historical  and  Genea- 
logical Register,  (quarterly). 

New  England  Magazine,  (monthly). 

New  Jerusalem  Magazine,*  (monthly). 

New  World,  (quaiterly). 

Nineteenth  Century,  (monthly). 

North  American  Review,  (monthly). 

Notes  and  Queries,*  (weekly). 

Old  South  Leaflets,  (occasional). 

Open  Court,*  (weekly). 

Ornithologist   and    Oologist,   (month- 

ly). 

Our  Day,*  (monthly). 

Outing,  (monthly). 

Paradise  of  the  Pacific,*  (monthly).* 

Paris-Joaillerie,  (monthly). 

Path,*  (monthly). 

Pedagogical    Seminary,     (3    nos.    per 

year). 
Petermann*8  Mitteilungen,*  (monthly). 


1  Central  Fallw. 

J  Providence. 

I  Van  N08traiid*«. 

4  Kecord  of  new  publications. 

'•  lA>ndon. 

o  Honolulu. 

•  Gift. 
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Phonetic  Journal,*  (weekly).  Science,  (weekly). 

Political  Science  Quarterly,  (quarter-  Scientific  American,  (weekly). 

ly).  Scientific    American    Supplement, 
Poor's  Manual  of  Investment  Securi-  (weekly). 

ties,  (annual).^  Scribner's  Magazine,  (monthly). 

Poor's  Manual  of  Railroads,  (annual).^  Social  Economist,*  (monthly). 

Popular  Science  Monthly,  (monthly).  Southern  Historical  Magazine,  (month- 
Portfolio,^  (monthly).  ly). 

Postal  Record,*  (monthly).  Speaker  (weekly). 

Practical  Mechanic,*  (monthly).  Spectator,  (weekly). 

Providence  Daily  Journal,*  (daily).^  Sun  and  Shade,  (monthly). 

Providence  Sunday  Journal,*  (week-  Sunday  School  Times,  (weekly). 

ly).8  Teachers'  Institute  (monthly).* 

Psyche,  (monthly).  Textile  Manufacturer,  (monthly ). 

Public  Opinion,  (weekly).  Textile     Manufactiu'ing     Record,* 
Publishers-  Circular  and  Booksellers'  (monthly). ^° 

Record®  (weekly).*  Tuftonian,*  (bi-monthly). 

Publishers'  Weekly,  (weekly).  Twentieth  Century,*  (weekly). 

Puck,  (weekly).  IJeber  I^and  und  Meer,  (weekly). 

Punch,  (weekly).  T'nited  Service,  (monthly). 

Quarterly     Journal     of     Economics,  United     States    Government   PuMica- 

(quarterly).  tions,  (monthly).'^ 

Quarterly  Review,  (quaiterly).  United  States  Millei**  (monthly). 

Railroad    and    Engineering    Journal,  United    States  Ofiicial  Postal   Ouide, 

(monthly).  (monthly) 

Kailroad  Gazette,  (weekly).  University,*  (monthly). 

Record- Visitor,*  (weekly).*  University  Extension,  (monthly). 

Review  of  Reviews,*  (monthly).  Washington  Book    Chronicle   of   (iov- 
Rhode  Island  Democrat,'  (weekly).*  ernment    Publications,*    (quarter- 

Rhode  Islander,"  (weekly).*  ly).!'-^ 

Saint  Nicholas,  (monthly).  Weekly  Bulletin,  (weekly). 

Salem  Press  Historical  and  Genealogi-  Westermann's  (^erman   Lit^Jitiry  Bul- 

cal  Record,*  (quarterly).  letiu,*  (inonilily). 

Saturday  Review,  (weekly).  Westermann's    Monthly    Gazette     of 
Schoenhof's    Monthly     Bulletin,*  English    Literature,*    (monthly).* 

(monthly). 8  Westminster  Review,  (monthly). 

I  For  other  annuali*.  Including  almunacs,  etc.,  ^ee  List  C,  fuHowing  tliif*. 
•2  Hamerton*s. 

3  Providence. 

4  Sotheran's. 

5  Pawtucket  and  Central  Fulls. 

6  American  edition. 

7  Olneyville. 

K  Record  of  new  publications. 
M  Kngliiih. 
IM  American. 

II  Hiclccox's. 

12  Lowdermillc'8. 

•  Gift. 
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Wide  Awake,  (monthly).  Women's  Journal,*  (weekly). 

Wilson's   Photofspraphic  Magazine,  Youth's  Companion,  (weekly), 
(semi-monthly). 

B.      Serial  publications^  of  organizaiions^i  governments^  etc. 

Advance  Club.     Publications,^  (occas-  Boston  Athenseum.     Bulletin,  (occa- 

ional).*  sional).^ 

American  Academy  of  Political  and  Boston    Public     Library.      Bulletin, 

Social     Science.        Annals,     (bi-  (quarterly).  5 

monthly).  City  Library.  Springfield,  Mass.,  City 

American  Antiquarian  Society.    Pro-  Library,*  (monthly). 

ceedings,  (semi-annual).  Columbia  College.     Studies   in   His- 

American   Association   for   the    Ad-  tory,  Economics,  etc., (occasional). 

vancement  of   Science.    Proceed-  Connecticut  State  of.    State  Agricid- 

ings,  (annual).  tural    Experiment   Station.     An- 

American  Bankers'  Association.    Pro-  nual  i*eport,*  {annual). 

ceedings,  (annual).  Cornell  University.     Bulletin  of  the 

American  Economic  Association.  Pub-  Agricultural  Experiment  Station,* 

lications,  (bi-monthly).  (monthly). 

American      Historical      Association.  Cornell  University.  Library  Bulletin,* 

Papers,  (annual).  (quarterly). 

American    Institute    of     Architects.  Denver    Public     Library.       Books,* 

Proceedings,  (annual).^  (monthly).5 

American  Institute  of  Electrical  En-  Essex  Institute.  Bulletin,*  (monthly). 

gineers.    Transactions,  (monthly).  Essex    Institute.     Historical    CoUec- 

Anierican  Social  Science  Association.  tions,*  (monthly). 

.Journal  of  Social  Science,  (occas-  Folk  Lore  Society.*  Folk  Lore  Journal, 

ioual).  (annual). 4 

American  Society  of  Civil  Engineers.  Hartford  Library  Association.   Bulle- 

Transactions,  (monthly).  tin,*  (quaii;erly).« 

American  Society  of  Mechanical  En-  Hartford  Seminary.    Hartford   Semi- 

gineers.    Transactions,  (monthly).  nary  Record,*  (bi-monthly). 

American  Statistical    Association.  Harvard  University.  Bibliographical 

Quarterly    Publications,    (quar-  Contributions  of  the  Harvaixi  Unl- 

terly).  versity  Library,*  (occasional). 

ArchflBological  Institute  of  America.  Harvard  University.  Bulletin,*  (quar- 

Papers,  (occasional).  terly.)^ 


I  Several  publications  of  organizations,  such  as  the  Journal  or  the  Franklin  Institute, 
l*syche,  Charities  Review,  etc.,  are  included  in  the  earlier  list,  (A.),  being  better  known  by  their 
name  than  by  that  of  the  organization. 

1  The  alphabetical  order  Is  that  of  the  name  of  the  organization. 

3  Providence. 

4  For  other  annualit,  Including  almanacs,  etc.,  see  list  C,  following  this. 
■^  Record  of  additions  to  library,  with  special  lists,  etc. 

H  I^ndon. 

7  Include  additions  to  library. 

*(iift. 
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Harvard  University.    Harvard  HiHtori-  Khode  iHlaiulf  StaK'  of.    State  Board 

cal  Monographs,  (occasional).  of    Ilealtli.      Monthly    Bulletin,* 

Harvard  University.    Harvard  Studies  (monthly). 

in  Classical  Philology,  (occasional).  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society.    Pro- 
Home  Market  Societv.    Home  Market          ceedings,*  (annual). 

Bulletin,*  (monthly).  Salem    Public    Library.       Bulletin,* 

Hyde  Park  Historical  Society.    Hyde  (monthlv).^ 

Park  Historical    Record,'*    (quar-  Society  of  Engineers.s    Transactions, 

terly).  (monthly). 
John  Hopkins  University.   Circulars,*  United  States  of  America.    Cougi*es- 

(monthly,  during  term).  sional  Directory,  (annual). 

Johns  Hopkins  University.     Studies  United  States  of  America.    Congres- 

in  Historical  and  Political  Science,  sional  Record,*  (daily,  during  the 

(monthly).  session). 

Lawrence  Public  Libraiy.    Bulletin,*  United  States  of   America.     Official 

(occasional).!  Regist<jr,*  (biennial). 

Library    Company    of     Philadelphia.  Ignited    States    of   America.     Census 

Bulletin,*  (occasional).^  Bureau.     Bulletin,*  (occasional). 

Los  Angeles  Public  Library.     Bulle-  United  States  of  America.     Coast  and 

tin,*  (monthly).!  Geodetic  Survey.    Bulletin,*  (oc- 

Massachusetts,  State  of.    State  Agri-  casional). 

cultural  Experiment  Station.   Bui-  United  States  of  America.      Dcpart- 

letin,*  (occasional).  ment  of  Agriculture.     Bulletin  of 

Massachusetts  Historical  Society.  Col-  the    New  England  Weatlier  Ser- 

lections,  (biennial).  vice,  (monthly). 

Massachusetts  Historical  Society.  Pro-  United  States  of  America.      Depart- 

cecdings,  (annual).  ment    of    Agriculture.      Monthly 

Mercantile  Library,  Philadelphia.  Bui-  Report  on  Crops,  (monthly). 

letin,*  (quarterly).!  United  States  of  America.      Deparr- 

Milwaukee  Public  Library.    Quarterly  ment    of    Apiculture.      Monthly 

Index,*  (quarterly).*  Weather  Review,  (monthly). 

National  Conference  of  Charities  and  Unite<l    States    of   America,     Depart- 

Correctious.    Annual  Proceedings,  ment  of  State.   Consular  Reports.* 

(annual).-  (occasional). 

New  Hampshire,  State  of.    State  Agri-  United  Stiiti^s  of    America.      Depart- 

cultural  Experiment  Station.    Bui-  ment  of  State.     Consular  Reports, 

letin,*  (occasional).  — Sperial,*  (occasional). 

New  York,   State  of.    State  Library  United   States    of    America.       Patent 

Bulletin,*  ((»ccasional).  Oflice.    Oftlcial  (Jazette,*( weekly). 

New  York  ((-ity)  College  for  the  Train-  United  Stntes  of  America.     Smithson- 

ing    of     Teachers.       Educational  ian  Institution.    Annual  Report,* 

Monogranhs,  (o<'casional).  (annual). 

Newark     Puldir      Library.       Library  United  States  of  America.    Smitlison- 

News.*  (monthly).  1  ian     Institution.        Mis<*ellantMms 

Ohi<»,  State  of.    Meteorological  Bureau  Contributions,*  (oc<'<isional). 

Bulletin.*  (monthly).  UniviMsity  of  Pennsylvania.     Publica- 

Providen<'e  Young  Men's  Christian  As-  tions,"  (occasional). 

sociation.      Association      Notes,*  Vermont.  St  a  t<' of.    State  Agriculturnl 

(monthly).  Experiment    Station.      Bulletin.* 

Rhode  Island,  State  of.    State  Agricul-  (oi-ca sional). 

tural  Experiment  Station.     Bulle-  Warren  County  Library,  (III).     BulU*- 

tin,*  (o(rrasional).  tin,*  (occasional).' 


1  ICi'Conl  of  iidditious  to  librnry,  with  jtitoclul  liKfit,  etc. 

'J  For  otiivr  iiiiniials,  Including  nlmmiao,  etc.,  nce  li!*(  (\  ('ollowiii^!  tlil:<. 

:i  London. 

•Gift. 
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Worcester  Fi'ee  Public  Library.  Libra-  Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity.    Col- 
ry  Recoid,*  (occasional).^  lections,  (occasional). 

C.     Annuals,^  including  almanacs^  etc, 

Almanach  de  Gotha,^  1892.     (Official).  Musical  Year-Book,  (Wilson's),   1892. 
Api>leton*s  Annual  Cyclopaedia,^  1892.  (Music). 

(Encyclopaedic).  New  England  Almanac,^  1892,*   (Tariff 
Barker's    Facts    and    Figures,^    1892.  reform). 

(Statistical).  Providence    Directory,    1892.     (Statis- 
Brooklyn  Daily  Eagle  Almanac,  1892.  tical;  Providence). 

(Statistical).  Providence  Journal  Almanac,9  1892.* 
Constitutional  Tear  Book,^  1892.   (Offi-  (Statistical;  Rhode  Island). 

cial  and  statistical ;  Great  Britain).  Providence   Post    Office   Year  Book, 
Daily  News   Almanac    and    Political  (Statistical;  Providence). 

Register,^   1892.       (Political    and  Record    of   Scientific  Progress,    1891. 

statistical).  (Scientific). 

Dod's     Peerage,     Baronetage,      and  Statesman's  Year  Book,5  1892.     (Offi- 

Knightage,0  1892.     (Heraldic).  cial  and  statistical). 

Hazeirs  Annual,' 1892.  (Encyclopaedic).  Tribune    Almanac,^    1892.      (Political 
Illustrated  Catholic  Family  Annual,^  and  statistical). 

1892,  (Catholic).  Whitaker's  Almanack,^  1892.     (Stotis- 
McPherson's  Hand-book  of  Politics,^  tical). 

1892.     (Official  and  political;  World  Almanac,M892.    (Political  and 

United  States).  statistical). 

SUMMARY. 

A.  (ienei-al  list  of  periodicals 181 

B.  Serial  publications  of  organizations,  governments,  etc 73 

€.    Annuals,  including  almanacs,  etc 20 

Total 274 

COPIES  TAKEN  FOR  CIRCULATION. 

Additional  copies  are  taken,  for  this  purpose,  of  the  following: 

Atlantic  Monthly,  North  American  Review, 

Century,  Popular  Science  Monthly, 

Cosmopolitan,  Saint  Nicholas. 

Forum,  Scribner^s  Magazine, 

Harper* s  Magazine,  Wide  Awake, 

Nineteenth  Century. 

1  Record  of  additions  to  library,  with  special  listfi,  etc. 

2  Includiuff  biennial. 
:j  (iotha,  Germany. 

4  New  York. 

h  London . 

*>  Cliicago.    (33  pages,  illustrated,  are  devoted  to  the  World's  Fair). 

7  Not  annual,  but  biennial. 

"<  Boston. 

*♦  Providence. 

*Uift. 


26 


PROVIDENCE   PUBLIC   LIBRARY. 


APPENDIX  NO.    2. 


GENERAL  STATEMENT  OF  THE  YEAR'S  GROWTn. 


CO 


Books  in  circulation 34,254  ' 

Keports i  14,205 

Books  for  reference 1,1)29 


Add  books  from  Fimnklin  Lyceum 


Total 


4,571 


54,959  j     ;],92J;  170  \   58,712 


APPENDIX  NO.  3. 


SOURrES    OF    ArrESSIOXS. 


Sources. 


A. — Purchases 

^.— Gifts 

C — Exchanges,  transfers,  etc...   . 

Total  added  from  beginning. 
Deduct  total  withdrawals.. . 


Present  total. 


Xo., 

Jan.  1. 

1891. 


29,088 

r>o,rt22 


Added 

in 

1891. 


(n,:r)S 


2,020 

i.(m 

251 


?>,923 


No., 

Jan.  1, 

1892. 


31,117 

S2,26.'5 

1,800 


65,281 
6,509 


58,712 
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APPENDIX  NO.    4. 

GROSS    AND    NET    INCREASE. 


OAIN. 

LOSS. 

-4.— From  gifts 

.  1,643 

Books  given  away,  condemned. 

B.— From  transfer8,excliange,  etc.    251 

etc 170 

C. — From  purchases 

.  2,029 

No.  previously  withdrawn, 0,390 

Total  gain 

.  3,923 

Total  to  Dec.  31,  1891 0,569' 

Deducting  total  loss 

.      170 

Vols,  in  library  Jan.  1,  1892  . . .  58,712 

Net  firaiu 

.  3.753 

Total  accessions  from  be- 

No.  of  vols!,  Jan.  1, 1891, 

.54,959 

ginning 05,281 

Present  no.,  Jan.  1,  1892.. 

.58,712 

APPENDIX  NO.  5. 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  ACCESSIONS. 


RANK  IN  NO.  OF  VOLS.  ADDED  IN  1891. 


1. 
o 

A 
O. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 


Social  science 360 

Miscellaneous  literature. . .  302 

Fiction  fadult] 294 

Practical  science 280 

History 278 

Biography 270 

General  class 235 

Geography 207 

Art 159 

Philosophical  science 149 

Natural  science 131 

Fiction  [juvenile] 86 

2,751 
Unclassified 1,172 

3  923 
No.  of  vols.  Jan.  1, 1891..  .54|959 

58,882 
Deduct  withdrawals 170 

Total  Jan.  1,  1892 58,712 


RANK  IN  PRESENT  TOTAL  NO.  OF  VOLS^ 


1.  History 5,337 

2.  Fiction  [adult] 5,247 

3.  General  class 4,537 

4.  Biography 4,158 

5.  Miscellaneous  litei*ature . .  4,116 

6.  Social  science 3,724 

7.  Geography 3,236^ 

8.  Philosophical  science 2,414 

9.  Practical  science 1,905 

10.  Fiction  [juvenile] 1,899 

11.  Natural  science 1,082 

12.  Art 1,174 

39,429- 

Total  classified 39,429^ 

Add  those  unclassified 19,283^ 

58,712 
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APPENDIX  NO.  0. 

KKOISTUATIOX  TABULATED   BY   AV.VitD8.i 

[A  new  registration  Avas  begun  January  1,  1888.] 

No.  of  cards  in  use,  January  1,  1891 10,400 

Xo.  of  cards  issued,  ISOl 4,324 

No.  of  cards  cancelled,  1891 92 

No.  in  use  at  present,  (Dec.  31,  1801 ) 14,632 

BRGISTRATIOX   BY   WARDS,    1S91. 

1.  Second 5SS 

2.  Fifth 579 

3.  Fourth 5»Vi 

4.  Ninth 4T« 

5.  Eighth 457 

0.     First 44:5 

7.  Seventh 39fi 

8.  Sixth 371 

9.  Tenth 2C1 

10.     Third 1S8 

4.324» 

SUMMAItY. 

Total  (2)  East  side  wards 1,031 

Total  («)  West  side  wards 2,844 

Third  and  Tenth  wards 441* 

4,324 


TOTAL  REfilSTRATION  BY    AVARD-,   1888-01. 


Namk  of 

THK 

Waud. 


Rank  of  wards 

bv  popuiation, 

June  1,  1890.S 


Tenth 17,041 

Third 17.152 

FlFMt 13,709 

Ninth 13,«03 

Second i:t,MI 

Sixth 12,517 

Fifth 12,4,28 

Kiffhth 12.015 

Seventh 11.007 

Fourth 8,573 

132.146 


Rank  of  wardA  by  number 
of  names  registvrvil  up  to 
Dec.  31.  1891. 


Fourth 2.105 

Fifth 1.951 

Second 1,820 

Kighth 1,015 

Ninth 1.531 

First 1.491> 

Seventh l,4lK) 

Sixth 1,320 

Tenth 880 

Third 778 

14,1*95 
Cancelled 3<» 

14,032 


Percentage  of  registration  in 
eacli  ward  to  tlie  popalation 
of  the  ward. 


Fourth 24.5 

Fifth ......15.fi 

Seventh 13.5 

Second 18.4!< 

Kighth 18.44 

Ninth 11.2 

FirHt 10.9 

Sixth 10.5 

Tenth 4.9 

Tnird.  .  4.5 


1  Exclusive  of  special  cards  (tea<>hers  and  non-resldents),  tabulated  In  Appendix  No.  8. 

3  This  repre^ients  the  latest  revision,  as  embodied  in  the  L'.  S.  Census  Bulletin  of  April  15. 
1891.  (No.  50.)  It  tlius  diiTers  sliglitiy  from  tlie  earlier  estimates  used  in  the  report  of  Inst  jenr, 
13th  annual  report,  p.  15,  23). 
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APPENDIX  NO.  7. 


CIRCULATION. 


[A.] 

AOGRKOATE  FOK 

FOURTKKN    YEARS. 

• 
OS 

• 

OS 

V 

>* 

at 

4th  year. 

• 

SI 

if 

>t 

.c 

if 

i 

• 
>* 

Total  number  of  vol- 
umes used  at  the  li- 
brary  

14,007 
90,686 

10,427 
93,386 

7,222 
67,620 

0.867 
83.320 

8,076 
82.619 

9.392 
86.486 

27,400 
83,011 

Total   number    taken 
for  home  use 

Total  in  both  classes. 

104.002 

108,818 

74,842 

90.177 

90,694 

94.878 

120,417 

[A.] 

AGORKOATE  FOR 
FOURTEEN     YEARS, 
COlfCLUnKD. 

• 

es 

00 

9th  year. 

• 

1 

v4 

• 

t 

^* 

10,906 
72,191 

i 

>* 

18th  year. 

i 

Total  number  of  vol- 
umes used  at  the  li- 
brary  

20,100 
93.687 

14.198 
82,179 

13,667 
77.047 

11,486 
73,238 

16,849 
79.849 

19,14iJ 

Total   number    taken 
for  home  use 

78,102 

Total  in  both  classes. . 

113,087 

90,871 

90,704 

83.090 

84,724 

94.698 

97,247 

[B.]    Use  of  the  library  within  the  room,  1891. • 

[C]   Books  taken  for 

HOMB  USE,  1891. 

noOKS  CONSULTED. 

PERIODICAr.S,  ETC. 

Largest  use  on  any  day 

Smallest  on  any  day. . . 
Largest  in  anv  week... 
Smallest  in  any  week  . . 
Largest  in  any  month. 

Smallest  in  any  month. 

Avenure  monthly  use. « 

[Oct.  6] 193 

[June  11] 6 

[Dec.  18-19].  ...      676 

(May  26-30] 198 

[March] 2,006 

[Aug.] 1,016 

'....1.5054- 

g?Zilj '<» 

[Jan.  11] 29 

Nov.  8-14] 947 

[June  88-«1uly  3].    481 
[Oct.] 3,788 

jSSi   i 2.*72 

2.978 

[Feb.7] 686 

[Aug.  12] 100 

[March  9-16]....    1,809 

Aug.  9-16] 1,004 

[March] 7,046 

[August] 4,781 

6.608-4- 

Averaire  weekly  use.*. .i 307-4- 

687-f 

, »- 

1.6014- 

Average  daily  use.  360 

days 63-h 

253+ 

*  The  total  Sunday  use  of  the  library  (53  Sundays)   is  0,626;  the  largest  use  on  any  day 
(March  8)  being  225. 


so  PROVIDENCE   PUBLIC    LIUKAKY. 

APPENDIX  NO.  7,  continued. 

[D]      CLASSIFICATION  OF  CIRCULATION. 

(1)    By  the  classification  adopted  hi  this  library.i 

<1)    Fiction  [adult] P4,2rx^ }  ^  ,^.,^  ^^^  20+  \  ^^'^^'^ 

Fiction  [juvenile] 11,»5S )     '"' I  43.88+ 

(2)  History 5,241 6.71+ 

(3)  Biography 4,427 5.60+ 

<4)    Geography 4,401 5.63+ 

(5)    Miscellaneous  literature o,714 4.75+ 

(0)    General  class 3,122 3.09+ 

(7)  Practical  science 2,017 3.35+ 

(8)  Social  science 2,325 2.97+ 

(9)  Natural  science 2,274 2.91+ 

(10)  Art 2,151 2.75+ 

(11)  Philosophical  science 1,(K)0 2.05+ 

Total 78, 102 100 

(2)    By  the  clossijlcation  adopted  hy  the  American  Lihrai-y  Association. 

A.  Literary  classes. 

Juveniles 11,9(V:' 

Prose  fiction 34,25r) 

Essays,  poetry,  di*ania,  etc 6,641 

Periodicals,  Literary 71 

Total  Literary  classes 52,936 

B.  Historical  classes. 

( ieogi-aphy  and  travels 4,401 

Biography 4,427 

History. .' 5,241 

Total,  Historical  classes 14,069 

C.  Arts  and  sciences. 

Fine  arts 2,151 

Industrial  arts 2,017 

Natural  science 2,274 

Philology 124 

Social  and  political  science 2,325 

Philosophy 1,606 

Total,  Arts  and  sciences ll,0l»7 

iSumniary. 

Literary  classes 52,936  j 

Historical  classes 14,069  [    78,102 

Arts  and  .-sciences 11,097  ^ 


1  Uouie  use  only. 
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APPENDIX  NO.  7,  concluded. 
(3)  By  the  classification  adopted  by  the  Rhode  Inland  Board  qf  Education, 

Fiction .46,224 

Science  and  art 10,973 

History 5,241 

Biography 4,427 

Geography  and  travels 4,401 

Miscellaneous 3,708 

Litei-ature  and  language 1,027 

Poetiy  and  drama 1,501 


78,102 


APPENDIX  NO.  8. 

RANK  OF  M0NTU8  IX  CIBCUl.ATIOX  ^ND  KE0I8TKATI0N. 
[Compare  also  Appendices  Nob.  6  and  7.] 


CIRCULATION. 


1. 

2. 

.1. 

4. 
5. 
0. 

i  • 
8. 
9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 


3Iai*ch 7.645 

November..  7,201 
December... 7,254 1 
January....  7.088 1 
February... 7.0IS 

October 0,9VW 

April 6,030 

May 6,227 

September.. 5,600 

June 5,610 

July 5,381 

August 5,055 


•78,102 


1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 

/. 

8. 

9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 


KBOI8TRATION. 


January.... 
February. . . 

Marclu 

Noyember.. 
October. . . . 

April 

December. . 
September.. 

July 

May ... 

August 

June 


Teachers' 
special 
cards. 


SatMlivisions  of  total  registration. 


Johnston. 


Teacliers* 
cards. 


Othen. 


10 


«4,603 


Others. 


16 


1,302 
422 
410 
322 
301 
287 
269 
219 
216 
198 
183 
160 

4,824^ 


*  In  these  columns  oaly  is  the  order  of  arrangement  by  rank  of  the  number  of  cards. 


32 


PKOVIDEN'CE    PUBLIC    LIBKAUY. 


APPENDIX   NO.  8,  coiicluded. 

A   AVINTEU    MONTJI*S  CLASSIFIED   CIKCULATIOX   COMPARED  WITH 

THAT  OF    A   HITMMEK   MONTH. ^ 


jani:aky. 


AUGUST. 


(1)  Fiction  [adult  1. 8,087  |  .  ^    .-,.<« 
Fiction  Ljuv.].. .1,015  i  *'"«^-"^'-»*  f  14 

(2)  History 4fS^ 

{^)  Geography 400 A 

(4)  Biography 3U0 5 

(A)  Ucner^  clais.  . .  liM 5 

(0)  Miscellaneous...   285 4 

(7)  Practical  science  251 » 

(8)  Art 218 :i 

^U)  Social  scienr^. ..  211 2 

(10)  Natural  scionct* .    VXl 2 

(11)  Philosophical  sci- 

ence    174 2 


..31+ 
.81+ 
..07+ 
.02+ 
.02+ 
.02+ 

.5H- 

.07+ 
.97+ 
.7-2+ 

.45+ 


Total 7,068 


(1)  Fiction  [adult j.. 2.402  t  i  49.21H- 

Fictlonljuv.l....  77.1 »    '**    *            <  I6.K4- 

(2t  Geography' 311 6.15+ 

iK)  History 227 4.49+ 

(4)  Miscellaneous...  220 4.35+ 

(.6)  Practieal  science  IM 3.87-^ 

(6)  General  class....  180 :L7^ 

(7)  Biography 187 3.09+ 

(8)  Art 125 2.47+ 

(0)  Natural  science.    132 2.41+ 

aO)  Social  science...   119 S.35+ 

ill)  Philosophical  sci- 
ence        04 1.85+ 

Total, o,a>5 


APPENDIX  NO.  {). 

ACCESSIONS,  rillcrLATIOX,  AND   KECJlsTIiATIOX,  FOK    FOUKTEEN    YEAR£l. 

Accessions.  ('inflation.  Itrgistrmtion. 

[Xo.  of  voLs.  at  bejfinninj^J 10,}J07 

Ist  year.  1878-79 :],41M 1n»,(VS.% 10,792 

2d  year,  187$^-8() ;i,:J31 \K\,:Vi^\ 2,1»&.* 

:^l  year,  188() 1,4<)7 <t7,020 2,24ft 

4tli  year,  1881 1,724 8:J,J311) 2,2ri: 

.•»tli  year,  1882 1,71*8 S2,r>ll) 2,2(^4 

«5tli  year,  1883 4,8:V} S.'j,48« 2,^'^ 

7th  year,  1SS4 «,4S2 1)3,011 2,0^"^ 

Stli  year,  1885 2,071 03,587 

J»tli  year,  1S8<] 2JW 82,179 

lOtli  year,  1887 3,:J47 77J>47 , 

nth  year,  1888.* 4,107 72,101 

12th  year,  1880 5,044 73.230 , 

13th  year,  1890 11,220 70,249 , 

14tli  year,  1801 3,1^3 78,102 


•  m,281 1, 151,020 4*5,796 

Averajxe  yearly  arcossions 4,002-f- 

Averaj;e  yearly  circulation 82,258+ 

Averajje  yearly  rejjistralioii,  fov  three  years,  isSlMH 3,000 


1  Hy  comparing  the  percentages  in  such  iuHtauces  it  will  br  nvvn  that  the  variation  (partlc* 
uhirly  in  regard  to  fiction*  is  much  less  than  comniunly  .<ii]ppu.se(l.   >8(>e  p.  10  of  this  report.) 
>  Since  .Iiui.  1, 1888,  the  three  ye.irs  )H'rio«l  has  bom  obsrrviMi  lor  the  duration  of  a  card. 


FOCRTEENTH    ANNUAL    REPORT. — APPENDIX.  38 

APPENDIX  NO.  10. 

PERIODICALS  AND  SERIALS  NEEDED  TO  COMPLETE  SETS. 

American  Ajrriculturist,  v.  7,  9-18.     [1848,  1850-59]. 

American  Almanac  [JSpofl'ord's],  v.  7.     [1884]. 

American  Architect,  v.  1-2.     [1877]. 

American  Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science.    Proceedings,  1861-64. 

187^5-79,  1885-91. 
American  Bibliopolist,  v.  8.     [1876]. 

American  Gas-light  Journal,  v.  1-25,  31-5:5.     [1864-77,  1879-90]. 
American  Institute  of  Architects.     Proceedings.     [1870-84]. 
Americ^an  Journal  of  Education,  [Barnard's]  v.  11-21.     [1862-73]. 
American  Journal  of  Insanity,  v.  1-12.     [1850-56]. 
American  Journal  of  Numismatics,  v.  1-1.3,  16-24.     [1866-79,  1881-91]. 
American  Journal  of  Science,  v.  109-110,  117-119.     [1875,  1879-80], 
American  Machinist,  v.  1-2, 10.     [1877-78,  1887]. 
American  Monthly  Microscopical  Journal,  v.  1-11.     [1878-88]. 
American  Naturalist,  v.  6-7,  9-11.     [1872-3,  1875-77]. 
American  Notes  and  Queries,  v.  1-2.     [1888-89]. 
American  Publisher's  Circular,  v.  1-2,  4-7.     [1855-56,  1858-61]. 
American  Quarterly  Register  and  Magazine,  v.  2.     [1848-49]. 
American  Review,  v.  2.     [184-5]. 
American  Whig  Review,  v.  15-16.     [1852], 
Annual  Register,  v.  52-134.     [1810-91 1. 
Art  Amateur,  v.  1-12.     [1S72-84]. 
Art  .Journal,  v.  1-10,  aj.42.     [18:59-48,  1871-80]. 
Artizan,  v.  1-3.     [1867-69]. 

Athcna'um  [English],  v.  2-iOO,  102-U6.     [1828-77,  1879-90]. 
Atheneum  [American],  v.  1-1:5.     [1817-23], 
Rankers'  Magazine,  14-2:J,  :n-51.     [185:5-6:3,  1877-91]. 
Baptist   Missionary   Magazine,   v.    l-:50,  :53-:55,  38-50,  69-70.     [1821-50,  1853-55, 

1S58-70,  ISvSJMK)]. 
Baptist  Quarterly,  v.  :)-5,  7,  8.     [1868-71,  1873-74]. 
B.M)kniart,  v.  1-5.     [188:5-88]. 
Boston  Journal  of  Chemistry,  v.  2-4.     [1867-70]. 
Bost<ni  Ueview,  v.  3,  5-/;.     [186:],  1865-(MJ]. 
Bradstreet's,  v.  1-8.     [1880-84]. 
British  Quarterly  Review,  v.  1-.52.     [1844-70]. 
Brunonian,  v.  9,  11-1:5,  15.     [1875-76,  1878-80,  1881-82], 
Builder,  v.  1-18,  :50,  3.'J-52.     [1843-60,  1871,  1875-90]. 
ratholic  World,  v.  1-2,  4-6,  9,  16-44.     [1865-(J6,  1866-68,  1869,  1872-87]. 
Chambers'  Edinburgh  Journal,  v.  7,  21-95.     [1847,  1855-91]. 
Chautauquan,  v.  1-2.     [1880-82]. 
rhemical  News,  v.  1,  3-2(i.     [1867,  18(V8-89]. 

Christian  Examiner,  v.  6-25,  31-35,  73,8:5-87.     [lS29-:i9.  1841-4.3,  1862,  18<i7-69]. 
Christian  Monitor,  v.  1.     [jS<>5]. 
Christian  Observatory,  v.  1-2.     [1847-48]. 
Christian  Review,  v.  24,  26.  2s.     [1859,  1861,  186:5]. 
Civil  Service  Record,  v.  1-2.     [18S1-82J. 
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Cobbett's  Political   Register,  v.  2,  10,  21-24,  30-34,  36,  .3S,  4S-50.     [1802,  1811, 

1812-13,  1817-U*,  1S20.  1821,  1822-24]. 
Commercial  and  Financial  Chronicle,  v.  1-5,  9-11.     [Idt^-V^S,  1874,  1875-81]. 
Common  School  Journal,  v.  2-10.     [1840-4S]. 
Continent,  The,  v.  1-4.     [1881-83]. 
Cosmopolitan,  The,  v.  1-7.     [I880-8O]. 
Cultivator,  v.  4.     [1840]. 
Dial,  [Boston],  v.  3-4.    [1843-44]. 
Dial,  [Chicago],  v.  4-10.     [1883-90]. 

Dwight's  Journal  of  Music,  v.    Hi-lo,  18-30,  34-3«.     [1850-59,  1801-70,  1874-75]. 
Eclectic  Magazine,  v.  1-16,  .35,  38,  84,  98-119.     [1844-49, 1S55,  1856,  1875,  1882-91]. 
Electrical  World,  v.  1-10.     [1883-88]. 
Electrician,  v.  1-2.     [1882-83]. 

Engineering,  v.  13,  17-19,  21-.36.     [18»30-67,  1872-74,  1876-90]. 
Engineering  News,  v.  1-20. 

English  Mechanic  and   World  of  Science,  v.  1-50.     [18»55-90]. 
Every  Saturday,  v.  Ml,  13.     [18(i0-71,  1873]. 
Famille,  La,  v.  1-20.     [18iK>-79]. 

Farmer  (The)  and  Mechanic,  v.  1,  0,  9.     [1845-47,  1850,  1852]. 
Far  and  Xcar,  v.  1.     [1891]. 
Forest  and  Stream,  v.  1-18.     [1872-81]. 

Frank  Leslie's  Illustrated  Newspaper,  v.  1-56,  61.     [1855-83,  1885]. 
Galaxy,  v.  4.     [1867J. 
Gardener's  Monthly,  v.  1-20.     [1859-78], 

Gartenlaube,  Die,  v.  1-16,  20,  21,  28.     [18.5;]-(J.8.  1872-73.  1880]. 
Graham's  Magazine,  v.  1-25,  27-29.     [lS;'.3-45,  1846-47]. 
Hardwicke's  Science  Gossip,  v.  1-5.     [18^5t>70]. 
Harper^s  Bazar,  v.  1-13,  16.     [ISfJS-SO,  ISS:)]. 
Harper's  Voung  People,  v.  1*3.     [1880-v^2]. 
Harper's  Weekly,  v.  5,  28.     [1861,  1884]. 
Hebrew  Student,  v.  1.     [1881-82]. 

Hours  at  Home,  v.  1,  3-6,  8-11.     [18^V5,  18»itM57,  18r»8.70]. 
Hunt's  Merchant's  Magazine,  v.  61.     [1869]. 
Hlustrated  Magazine  of  Art,  v.  1.     [185'J]. 
International  Monthly  Magazine,  v.  1.     [1850]. 
International  Review,  v.  1-i,  (hO.     [1874-77,  1879-su]. 
Iron  Age,  v.  1-13,  15,  19.  22-24.     [1859-71.  1873,  ls75,  1880-89]. 
Journal  of  Ameriran  Folk  Lore,  v.  1.     [1888]. 
Journal  of  Education,  (Boston),  v.  1-22.     [1874-8.")]. 
Journal  of  the  Franklin  Institute,  v.  1-10,  3o-62.  t;4.72.  75-84,  86-88,  95-104,  107^^, 

11(»-11,  119-32.     [1826-30,  1.^4:5-56,  1873-77.  Is79-s7,  188LKS1,  1884-90]. 
Knickerbocker,  v.  1-7,  27,  29.     [1833-3ti,  I84r,-47]. 
Latine,  v.  i.     [lSSi»-S3,  ls8<'.]. 
Library,  The,  v.  2.     [181M)]. 
Life,  v.  1-12.     [ls.^3-S.»<]. 
Lippinoott* s  Magaziiio,  v.  1-12,  17-Ii»,  23-24.     [iS<;S-7:;.  1^76-77,  1879]. 
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Literary  and  Theolojjical  Review,  v.  1-2.     [1834-35]. 

Literary  World,  (Boston),  v.  1-3,  0.     [1870-72,  1875]. 

Livre,  Le.     [1890-91]. 

London  and  Dublin  Magazine,  v.  1-7.     [1841-47^] 

London  Society,  v.  1-4,  7-10,  12-13.     [1862-63,  1866,  1867-68]. 

Manufacturer  and  Builder,  v.  1,  3-9.     [1869,  1871-77]. 

Massachusetts  Monthly,  v.  1-3..    [1791-92]. 

Massachusetts  Teacher,  v.  1-3.     [1848-50]. 

Missionary  Herald,  v.  1-26,  29-32,  35-38,  41-64,  67,  69,  70,  86.     [1805-30,  1833-36, 

1839-42,  1845-68,  1871,  1873-74,  1889]. 
Monthly  Religious  Magazine,  v.  22,  32,  35,  40-42,  48.     [1859,  1866,  1863-69,  1872.] 
Museum  of  Foreign  Literature  and  Science,  v.  1-7.     [1826-29]. 
Musical  Times,  v.  1-20,  24-25.     [18(M)-80,  1883-84]. 
National  Board  of  Health  Bulletin,  v.  1.     [1880-81]. 
Natur,  Die,  v.  Ui.     [187.V77]. 
New   Englander,    v.   8-11,    13,   2U,   22-36,   38-51.     [1850-53,   1855,    1862,   1864-77, 

1871-01]. 
New  England  Magazine,  v.  U\.     [188<V89]. 
New  .Jerusalem  Magazine,  v.  X-8.     [1879-84], 
New  York  Mirror,  v.  1-5,  13-15,  20.  '  [1823-27,  1835-37,  1842]. 
Niles'  Register,  v.  31,  iMi-U,  36,  5.V74.     [1826-27,  1827-28,  1829,  1838-48]. 
North  American  Review,  v.  6-7.     [1817-18]. 
North  British  Review,    v.    1-5,  8-11,  25,  27,  37,  39,  41.     [1844-46,  1847-49,  1855, 

18.')6,  18(L>,  186:5]. 
Notes  and  Queries,  v.  71-78.     [1885-89]. 
Open  Court,  v.  1.     [1887-88]. 
Ornithologist  and  Ocilogist,  v.  1-S.     [1876-8;)]. 
Overland  Monthly,  v.  1-6,  10-40.     [l8«58-70,  1872-91]. 
Poor's   Manual   of   Railroads,    v.    1-2,  4-5,  7,  10,  12.     [1868-70,  1871-73,  1874-75, 

1877-79]. 
Portfolio,  V.  1-4,  <1.34.     [1809-10,  1811-25]. 
Poultry  World,  v.  1-.].     [1872-74]. 
Princeton  Review,  v.  1-25,  39.     [1829-.')3,  1867]. 
Prospective  Review,  v.  1-10.     [1845-54]. 

Providence  Directory,  1825-35,  ls:i9-40,  1842-43,  1846,  1848-49,  1851-52,  1854. 
Psyche,  v.  1.     [1874-76]. 
Public  Opinion,  v.  1-7.     [188<;-89]. 
Putnam's  Magazine,  v.  11-:^).     [1858-<>7]. 
Revue  des  Deux  Mondes.     [1831-75,  1871^80,  1882-86]. 
Rhode  Island  Historical  Magazine,  v.  1-2.     [1880-82]. 
Rural  Affairs,  v.  l-:i.     [1S<'>4-1K(J7]. 
Saturday    Review,   v.    1-26,  28,  30.  32-35,  41-43,  49,  54-55.     [1856-69,  1869,  1870, 

1S71-73,  1876-77,  1880,  1882.v^i]. 
Spectator,  v.  1..52.     [ia54-83]. 

Statesman's  Year-book,  v.  1-15,  21.     [18«U.78,  18.^]. 
Sun  and  Shade,  v.  1-.3.     [1881»-91]. 
Sunday  School  Times,  v.  1-27.     [1871-85]. 
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Teobnischo  Blatter,  v.  l-i».     [IS0i)-T7]. 

TelejK'iapliic  Journal  and  Electrical  Review,  v.  1-18.     [iStiO-So]. 

Temple  Bar,  v.  1-20,  2J)-30.     [18«M>-60,  1S70]. 

Tribune  Almanac,  188.VU). 

Uebor  Land  und  Meer,  v.  1-22,  24-:W.     [1S59-70,  1871-77]. 

Unitarian  Ueview,  v.  11,  19.     [1879,  1S83]. 

United  States  (xovernment  Publications,  [Hickcox's],  v.  1.     [1885-86]. 

United  States  Magazine,  v.  .VIO,  12-13,  lo,  17.     [18:39-42,  184JM4,  1844-1845]. 

Van  Xostrand' 8  Eclectic  Enjrineerinjr  Magazine,  v.  1.  12-22.     [18<^9,  1875-80]. 

Westminster  Review,  v.  9,  14-20,  24,  :M)-31,  :):5.  4S-49,  54,  04,  79-82.     [1828,  1830-84, 

18:J5-:30,  18:38-39,  1840,  1847-48,  1850,  1855,  1861-06.] 
Wide  Awake,  v,  1.     [1875]. 

Willis's  Current  Notes,  v.  1,  :3-4.     [1851,  18.5:3-54]. 
Wilson's  Pliotograjdiic  Magazine,  v.  1-28. 
Working  Farmer,  v.  Ml.     [184S>-00]. 
World  Almanac.     Fn>m  beginning  to  1890. 
Women's  Journal,  v.  1-21.     [1870-87]. 
Year-book  of  Facts  in  Science  and  Art,  v.  1-11.     1840-50]. 

APPKNDIX   NO.    11. 

8PECIMKN'   OF   KEFEREXCKS  TO    TXIVKIISITY    EXTENSION    LECTURES. 

Lecture  11.     Slaver!/  and  the  ConstitittUm. 

[One  of  a  course  of  twelve  lectures,  by  President  E.  B.  Andrews,  of  Brown 
University,  delivered  before  the   University  Extension    '* centre''    at  Mount 
Pleasant]. 
H.  von  Hoist's  '*  Constitutional  and   politieal   history  of    the   United 

States 80T8. 12 

Wilstufs  **  Rise  and  fall  of  the  slave  power  in  America  " 20S57. 1 

Hurd'  s  •*  The  law  of  freedom  and  bondage  in  the  United  Stiites  " 806.70 

Johnson's  **  William  Lloyd  Garrison  and  his  times*' :30SS9. 15 

Martyn's  **  Wendell  Phillips  " :}08S9.22 

S.  J.  May's  *'  S<»me  recollections  of  our  anti-slavery  conlHct." 20857.25 

Lalor's  **  Cydopajdia.''  (Articles  on  *' Abolition  aiid  al>olitionists,'' 
*' J3rown,  John,-'  ** Compromises,"  *' Dred  Scott  case,"  *' Free 
Soil  party,"  ''Fugitive  Slave  laws,"  "Petition,"  '*  Republican 
party,"   •'  Slavery.") ' Itef. 

Similar  condensed  references  were  prepared  by  Dr.  Anilrews  for  all  twelve 
of  the  lectures,  the  book  numbers  being  added  at  the  library,  and  the  whole 
printed  for  use  by  the  members  of  the  class,  at  the  cxjjense  of  the  Mount 
Pleasant  *' centre.'' 

It  is  pleasant  to  record  that  the  following  invitation,  jmntod  at  the  end,  was 
very  largely  acted  on  in  the  case  of  this  an<l  other  courses: 

**  Those  attending  this  c<mrse  are  also  very  heartily  invited  to  communicate 
with  the  librarian  in  regard  to  works  supplementing  those  named  above,  in 
all  directions  which  mav  interest  them." 
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KEFEKENCES  ON   LIBRARY   ARCHITECTURE,    187lM)2.^ 

1879.  Proceedings  of  the  American    Library  Association,  (Boston).    Discussion    on   library 

buiidings,  by  Justin  Winsor,  (Library  Journai,  4:2»2-93);  William  F.  Poole,  (Libniry 
Journal,  4  :  29.J-4) ;  Henry  Van  Brunt,  (Library  Journal,  4 :  2M-97);  and  others,  (Library 
Journal.  4  :  29r-99.  Paper  on  *•  Ventilation  of  libraries,"  Dr.  David  F.  Lincoln,  ( Library 
Journal,  4  rWl-S?).  (Winsor,  as  above,  is  also  reprinted  in  American  Architect.  6:  J*6-87.)~ 

1881.  Proceedings  of  the  American  Library  Association,  (Washinarton).  Paper  on  ••  The  con- 
Htruction  of  library  buildings,"  William  F.  Poole  (Library  Journal,  6:  69-77).  Also 
reprinted  as  circular  of  information.  No.  1,  1881,  of  the  U.  S.  Bureau  of  Kducation. 
Washington,  1881,20  pages.  (Also  in  American  Architect,  10:  131-34).  Discuseion  on 
Mr.  Poole's  paper,  ("The  construction  of  library  buildings"),  by  Mr.  Vinton,  Mr. 
Kiimands,  Mr.  SpotTord,  and  others,  (Library  Journal,  6:  123  27). 

Paper  on  *' The  national  library  building,"  J.  L.  Smithmeyer  (Library  Journal,  O.-77-Hl. 
Paper  on  ••  Heating  libraries,"  Melvii  Dewey  (Library  Journal,  0:  9:U96n 

\sii'2.  Proc«^edings  of  the  American  Library  Association  (Cincinnati).  Report  on  library  arch- 
iffcture,  W.  F.  i*ooIe  (Library  Journal,  7:  130-36). 

lJ!i83.  Proct-edlngs  of  the  American  Library  Association  (BuflTalo).  Report  on  library  architecl- 
urc,  John  Edniand.'i  (.Library  Journal,  8:  *.;01-.3).  Discussion  on  Mr.  Edniand^'s  report, 
liy  Mr.  Poole  and  others  ([library  Journal,  8 :2(y9-74}.  Mr.  Poole's  remarks  are  reprinted, 
with  large  additions,  In  his  pani]>hlet,  "  Remarks  on  library  construction,  .  .  .  (with 
examinations  of  Mr.  .Smithmeyer),"  Chicago,  1884.  34  pages.  Paper  on  "The  Buffalo 
Public  Library  in  19S-3,"  Charles  A.  Cutter,  (An  idealized  sketch  based  on  known  prin. 
triples),  (Library  Journal,  8:  211-17). 
"  .Suggestions  on  library  architecture,"  J.  L.  Smithmcyer.    Washington,  1883. 

18^<5.  Proceedings  of  tlie  American  Library  Association  (Lake  George).  Paper  on  "Small 
library  buildings."  William  F.  Poole  (Library  Journal,  10:  250^0).  (Discussions  on 
above,  Library  Journal,  10:  .328-33). 

1880.  Procei'dings  of  the  American  Library  Association  (Milwaukee).  Paper  on  *'  Spiral  library 

buildings."  Kirikr  Magnusson  (library  Journal,  11:  .331-40.>.  (Discussion  on  uDove, 
I^ihrury  Journal,  11 :  35'<-00).  "A  new  design  for  libraries."  (Spiral  form.)  Kiifkr  Mag- 
nu^son.  Athrna^uni,  1880,  v.  1,  p.  29^3.  (I{eprint(*d  in  American  Architect,  10 :  226-27i. 
"Catalogue  of  the  illustrations  and  plans  of  library  buildings  in  the  Boston  Public 
Library."  James  L.  Whitney,  (Boston  Public  Library  Bulletin,  January,  188C,  p.  84-90; 
July,  18^8,  p.  ZOa-V*.    Reprinted  in  Library  Journal,  11 :  409-17;  13:  291-95)-. 

1887.  Proceeding!^  of  the  American  Library  Association,  (Thousand  Islands).  Report  on  li- 
brary architecture.  J.  N.  Larned,  ^Library  Journal,  12:.l77-95).  (Discussion  on  above, 
Llbrjiry  Journal,  l2:44..'-45). 

Illustrations  of  the  ('arnegie  Library,  Allegheny,  Pa.,  (American  Architect,  v.  21,  plate 
581,  587,  5*.)2).  " Progress  of  the  ('ongressional  Library  building,"  (American  Arch- 
itect, V.  22,  p.  190). 

18S8.  Proceeding!*  of  the  American  Library  Association,  (Catskills  Conference  number). 
Paper  on  the  *•  Howard  memorial  library  building."  Charles  A.  Nelson,  (Library  Jour- 
nal, 13:310-18). 

"  Till*  propo.sed  building  of  the  Boston  Public  Library,"  (Library  Journal,  13 :94).  Laying 
of  corner  stone  of  the  Boston  Public  Library,  (Library  Journal,  13:368-71)-  Paper  on 
"Library  architecture,"  (Library  Journal,  13 .'862);  (Reprinted  from  the  New  Haven 
Register,  June  10, 1888).  Papers  on  *'  Librarians  and  library  architecture,"  (Library  Jour- 
nal, 13:.339-40.  Reprinted  from  American  Architect,  v.  24.)  Paper  on  "Plans  lor  the 
library  building  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania."  By  Talcott  Williams,  (Library 
Journal,  13:237-243).  Illustrations  of  the  Boston  Public  Library,  (American  Architect, 
2:{:182,  plates  648,  650).  Papers  on  "The  architect  and  the  librarian,"  (American 
Architect,  24  :40,  77,  165,  198.  2.W).    Letters  from  Chicago,  (American  Architect,  24  :39.40, 


1  This  is  by  no  means  intended  as  an  exluiustive  list,  but  embraces  the  material  which  has 
come  under  obsen'ation  at  this  library. 
>  A  most  valuable  and  exhaustive  list  of  references. 
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77-7S  alito,  e<lItorial,  p.  165).  Paper  on  "Library  building*.**  William  I.  Kletcher. 
r American  Architect,  24:198,  252^).  /Al«o  in  Library  Journal,  13:  3:i8-30.)  llluatratioB 
of  the  entrance  to  the  Converse  3Iemorial  Library,  3Ialden.  Mass.,  (American  Archi- 
tect V.  24, plate  665);  also  an  illnstration  of  the  Richmond  Memorial  Library,  (American 
Architect,  v.  24,  plate  665).  Papers  on  the  Congressional  Library  buildfng,  (American 
Architect,  24 :14,  77 Ai,  4<M1,  57,  142,  206,  214).  <  Also  extracts  from  various  newspapers, 
Librar>'  Journal,  13:213,  :el7-18, 343i.  Illnstration  of  the  Billings  Memorial  Library, 
Burlington,  Vt.,  ^  American  Architect,  v.  24,  plate  6T'J>.  Library  of  Congress.  Letter 
from  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  U.  8.  A. ;  Dih:.  4,  18^;  lu  plates. 
1889.  Proceedings  of  the  American  Library  Association,  (St.  Loui;*).  Report  on  Library  archi- 
tecture.  A.  Van  Name,  d^ibrary  Journal,  14:iri2.7li.  Paper  on  "Architects  and 
librarians."    Normand  .S.  Patton,  (Library  Journal,  14:  159-61). 

Paper  on  the  **  Spanish  tile  vault  for  the  Boston  Public  Library  Floors,'*  American 

Architect,  25:217).    The  Free  Public  Library  of  the  city  of  Newark,  N.  J.     [Opening, 

etc.,  Oct.  16,    l^i>].    6  plates;    2  plan«.    Toledo  Public  Library.    View  and  plans. 

Boston    Public    Library.    Supplement    to  37th  annunl  report.    Its89.    Plans  of  new 

building.    14  plates.    Address  of   lion.  John  M.   Raymond,  at  the  opening  of  the 

Salem   Public   Library,  June  26,  18^9.    6  ill.    Dedicatory  exercises   of    the    Baxter 

Building,  Feb.  21,   1889.    [Portland   Public  Llbrnry  and  Maine  Historical  Society]. 

4  plates. 

1800.    Procec'lings  of    the  American    Library  Assucintion,  (White  3Iountaius).    Report  on  II. 

brary  architecture.    II.  M.  t'tley,  (Library  Journal,  v.  15,  Conference  no.,  p.  12-14.  75- 

h5.)    I)i«cus4lon  on  library  architecture.    By  WllJiam  F.  Poole,  dbid.,  p.  107.10) ;  Samuel 

S.  Green,    dbld.,  p.  15:llM.'t>.    Paper  on  the  '*  Proper  lighting  of  library  rooms."    W.  I. 

Fletcher,  ^Ibid.,  p.  9.11  >. 

Abstruot  of  the  controversy  on  the   Boston  Public  Library  Building,  (Library  Journal, 

15:2!i7-302).     Paper  on  the  ".Salem  Pulilic  Library,'    .Library  Journal,   l5:v03-5). 

3  plans.    Paper  on  "  Dr.  Poole's  plans  for  the  Newberry  Library  structure  examined," 

(Library   Journal,    15:4^-50).     (Reprinted   from    Chiaigo    Tribune,    Dec.     29.  1889). 

The  Boston  and  Chicago  new  Public  Libraries,  (American  Architect,  30: 1,  45-46,  120). 

Fire  protection  of  public  libraries.   Fireman,  (London l    lh9Q.    'Reprinted  in  American 

Architect,    .30:26-271.      Newberry   Library,  Chicago.    Description.    Chicago   Tribune, 

April  7,  lb90.    Description  of  the  Worce«»ter  Fn'e  l*ublic  Library  building,  (Library 

Record,  Nov.,  1890,  p.  1.2).   d  ill.;  3  plans).  1  he  Public  Library,  Minneapolis,  described 

und  illustrated.    (Unpaged;  60  p.;  1  plan;  11  ill.i     Reports  on  the  proposed  library  and 

museum  building.  City  of  Milwaukee.    (4  plans.) 

1891.    Proceedings  of  the  American  Library  Association,  (San  Franciscoi.    Paper  on  *'  Points  of 

agref-ment  among  librarians  as  to  library  architecture."    C.  C.  Soulc,  ^Library  Journal, 

V.  10,  Conference  no.,  p.  17,). 

Muskegon  Public  Library  plans,  i Library  Journal,  16::iK  Paper  on  "The  Newberry 
l^ibrary  plan.'*  Charles  C.  Soule,  (Library  Journal,  Id:  ii.l3i.  (Reprinted  from  Boston 
Evening  Transcript,  Dec.  17,  1890*.  Chicago  Public  Library  plans,  (Library  Journal, 
16:14a41).  Minneapolis  Public  Library,  (Library  Journal,  lo:  176-179).  Paper  on  the 
"Danforth  library  building,  Paterson.  N.J.'*  G.  F.  Winchester,  (Library  Journal. 
l(i:.30t*>.9).  Design  for  .Massachusetts  State  Library  building,  (American  Architect,  v. 
31,  plate  7W).  Design  of  the  Public  Library.  New  London,  Cl.,  (American  Architect,  t. 
3:i,  plate  i^Zii.  Library  of  Congress.  Letter  from  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  Dec.  10, 1891. 
J  photo*.  1st  annual  report  of  the  Ma»8uchu«!etts  Free  Public  Library  commission, 
1M»1.  (Views  of  60  library  buildings.)  See  aNo  article  in  Providence  Daily  Journal, 
Aug.  14,  ISUl.  Library  architecture;  articles  in  i'rovidonce  Sunday  Journal.  Aug. 
16,  and  Aug.  30,  1n91.  The  Cambrid^se  Public  Library,  its  history,  etc.  (4  plates). 
The  Hackley  Public  Library  of  Muskegon,  Mich.  '7plate«».  City  Libi-ary,  Spring- 
ticld,  yia-if.  Description  and  plan*  of  «iiljirg*Ml  bulMinp.  Springfield  Weekly  Repub- 
licin,  Nov.  27,  18ylK     .6  ill.,  3  plan?*'. 
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1802.  Controversy  on  Chicago  Public  Library  plans,  (Library  Journal,  17:43-44).  Ttiree  com- 
petitive designs  for  the  Carnegie  Library,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  (American  Architect,  35:846). 
Another  design  for  the  same,  (Architectural  Era,  March,  le^,  p.  64, 65,  68.  1  ill.,  1  plan.) 
Tlie  accepted  design  for  the  same,  (Harper's  Weekly,  Jan.  30, 1892).  (1  ill).  Description 
of  the  Lawrence  Public  Library,  (Lawrence  Daily  Eagle,  Feb.  17, 1892).  1  ill.  Deserip' 
tion  of  the  Albright  Memorial  Library,  Scranton,  Pa.,  (Scranton  Tribune,  Feb.  4, 189S). 
(1  ill.,  2  plaLS.)  Articles  on  the  Boston  Public  Library,  by  C  C.  Soule,  Nos.  1.9,  Boston 
Herald,  Feb.  12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 22,  26,  (particularly  Nos.  5-9).  40th  annual  report  ot 
Boston  Public  Library,  1891,  p.  19-33.  Revised  plan  for  Milwaukee  Public  Library, 
(mimeograph  copy),  4  plans.    Public  Library,  Kalamazoo,  Mich.;  1  ill.,  1  plan. 
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Brown,  Ri-v.  T.  Eilwiii.  D.  D.,  Pliiladelpliii 

Srown  dc  Sharpe  Maiiufficturitii;  C» 

Bugbee,  Jnmes  M..  Bustuii,  Msum 

Buker  I'nt)lisliiii<;Coiuuany 

Burbank,  Vf.E 

BuFgbeim  I'ul'lisliint;  Co..  Ciiiciniiati,  O.. 
Calawell,  S.  I,.,  M.  D.,  t'olorailo  Sprinss,  ( 
Carleton, Osiar  " 
[Carpenter   a<i<l 


Vo: 


I'lililUlierH    o(,    Xe 


.iki.. 


2     ?• 


Carter,  .liinics  C,  New  Vork 

Caspar,  C.  X.,  MiUiiukoo,  Wis... 
[Catholic  W'inW.  I'liblisliera  of,  Ni 

Catlin,  aiitileii  A 

Central  Vcruicint  Itiiilitind— rci»M;iiirerl)ej)'t, 

Chace  A  Hut Es 

Chapin.  J.  il.,  M.  n...Muii(ien,  Ct 

Chapin,  W.  (■ 

Chicago  ittiil  Altiiii  ItiiilriKiil  Co,  t']iJcn};o,  ill 

Child.  Kcivv^ml  V 

ChriBtern,  F.  \V.  &  Co.,  New  Vork 

[Christian   I'atiiot,   Pulili«lK-rs   of,  Jlorristn 

IVun.J  I. 

Civil  Sn-vi.B  Ii,.f.,rm  Assiiri.iti.Hi.  B.mt.iu,  Mass. .  | 
[Colton  ChrdiiiiU'.  rublislmis  «f.  Coltim.  Cal.].. 

Commercial  Cliili,  I'rnviclciifi-.  R.  I 

Cook,  TiK.iiias  A-  Sons.  Xi-w  Y<.i  k I 

Cooke,  <ii'iir<;c  I. I 

Cooley,  fliarlcH  II..  Wa«hiiif;tiii),  1).  V | 

t  Cosmopolitan,  (Tin-),  rulilislici-s.it,  Xcw  Y.irk.] 

Cranston,  (iuovsif  K ! . 

CromptoQ  Cn I 

Dabofl,  Mi-s.  D.  I I 

Danielson,  Mrs.  .I«l>ii  \V ! 

DaviB,  I'lof.  N.  F.   [I)r.>wii  University] | 

De  Wolf,  .r.  J,.  H.  l> , 

Dillingham,*;,  iv..  New  v..rk | 

Drowne,  lE.-my  T.,  V.iw  Voik 

Durfee,  iliMijauiin,  n'aslLiii};t'iii.  I).  C — 

Durfee,  M^-  s,  c 

Eames.  lVill»-rf..,w.  N.-w  Y..rk 

[Bast  Cli;itt:ii...i.na  Ji.unial.  Piil.lisl.i-is  <-t,  K.iht 

ni!itr:lii....j;:.,  TI.-II11.] 

Eaton.  Aiii^isii  M 

I  Electrical  Knniii.'rv,  Piilili«Ii.'rt  uf.  NVw  York]. 
(Electrical    Kuturiuise.  Pii  I  ill  si  it  in  of,    Itusimi. 


EUinwood.  T.  .1..  liiit..klyM,X.  Y  . 
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Names. 


QC 
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Engineering,  IMiblishers  of,  London,  Enj:.] ,      1 

Engineering  Record.  Puldishers  of.  Now  Yurk] 1  no. 

Esperance.  (I/),  Publishers  of.  Central  F»ills, 

l{.  1.] IS  nos. 

[Far  and  Near,  Publislifrs  of,  New  York] 4  nos. 

mlence, 

78  nos. 


[Financial    News,    Publishers    of,    Providence, 

„     K.  I.] 

Foote,  Allen  U 

Foster,  William  E 

[Free  Kussia,  Publishers  <»f.  New  York] 

Friends*  liook  Store,  Philadelphia,  Pa 

fGermania,  Publishers  of.  Manchester.  N.  II.].. . 

Gilman,  Kev.  Nichohis  P.,  Boston,  Mass 

Gorham  Manufacturing  C 


27 


1 
14 


2  nos. 
11  nos. 


.(>, 


o 


1 

•> 


1  no. 


2     3.5:5 

v.... 


77 

1 


.  •        '2  nos. 

i\  nos. 
io  .  ^  1-  vols. 

r^ift  uos. 


1  no. 


1 

IS 

1 


1 


Granger,  I).  L.  I) 

Green,  Samuel  A.,  M.  1)..  Boston,  Mass 

Gregory.  Han-y 

Grieve,  Robert 

Griffis,  Rev.  William  KUiot,  Boston,  Mass 

Gschwind.  Joseph 

Guy,  Mrs.  Martha  II 

[Gymna43ium.  Publishers  of,  Providence,    R.I.].  ... 

Happoldt,  Marion  C 

Harris,  Hon.  William  T.,  Commissioner  of  Educa- 
tion, Washin^jjton,  D.  C 

Harris  Publishing;,'  C'o.,  New  York 

Hazard,  Rowland,  Peace  Dale,  R.I 

Henthorn,  John  T 

Hersey.  Geor^^e  I).,  M.  I) 

Hill,  Hon.  N.  P.,  Denver,  C<»1 

[Home  Circle,  Publi.sliers  of.  New  York] 

[Home   Market  Bulletin,    Publishers  of,  B«»st«>n, 
Mas.**.] 

Horsford.  Prof.  E.  N.,  Canibridj^e,  Mass 

Howard.  Prof.  (ieorjreE.,  Univer.sity  of  Nebraska,, 
Lincoln.  Neb 

Hunnewell.  James  F..  Charlestown.  Muss 

[Illustrated  Journal  of  Useful  Inventions.  Pub- 
lishers of.  New  York] 

Index  Pablishin<,'  Co.,  New  Havfu.  Ct 

Industrial    Review  Publishing  Co.,    Galveston, 

Tex. 

Institution  of  Social  Economies.  New  York 

[Inventive    Ajje,    Publishers    of,     Washington. 

D.  <•.] 

Jameson.  Prof.  J.  F..  [Brown  rniversity] i       ] 

[Jewelers*  U'eekly,  Publishers  i>f.  New  York  ]. .  .  | 52  nos. 


1  no. 
I  no. 
8  nos. 


1 

1 


4  nf>s. 
2  nos. 

2  nos. 
::  nos. 

o  nos. 
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in- 


5«- 


[JournAl  of  Iii<l»strv,  Publishers  of,  San  Fran- 

Hs,....  Cal.T :-, 

Keep,  Hnliprt  P.,  Xornii;li,  Ct. 

Kimball.  ,T.  D 

Knights  iif  Labor,  Geiieial  Assembly  of,  Tutcdo, 

Knights  "t  Laliiir,  Local  Assembly,  20S-"i,  Proc- 


.  i;.  1.. 


Knowles,  E.  li.,  Wellington,  Mass 

Konvalinka.  1.  (;.,  Mew  Tork 

[LadieB'  Wurd.  Publishers  of,  Xew  York].. 

Larieon,  V.  W..  M.  D.,  Rinitoes.  N.  J 

Laurie,  liev.  Tliomas,  D.  D....   

[Learner    ;iiicl    Tenclier,    Publishers    of, 


Yitrk    , 


Le  Garde.  Mis«  Ellen 

tLead  ^i  llaml.  PiiMisliei'sof  Unston  Mass.] 
jippincott.  (.1.  «.)C'o.,  Philatlelphia,  Pa..  .. 
[Literary  Li;:ht,   PuUlishei-s   of,    Minneapolis 


r Literary  N'ev 
[Literature  ai 

Vt.l :■ 

LyOD.  H-illiam  V!..  Hi|rh]an<l  Park.  Ct 

Macdougall.  It.  C 

MacKaye.  H.  d.,  M.  U.,  Newiwrt,  R.  I 

Manchester,  liev.  .\ltrefl } 

[Manifesto.  (The),  I'liblisheis  of.  i.'anterburv, 

N.  II. ! 

Mead.  K-hvin  D.,  lioston.  Mass 

Miscellaneous I 

Montt,    S'-il.ir    Dim    Pedro,    Chilian     Minister.! 

U-:isliiii(itc>M.  n.  c 

Morris.  ^-  J 

Munn  A  f....  N>w  Yiirk i. 

Murch.  P:.lH-iiid  \Y. 

Muybridee.  Kadwemd.  Philadelpliia.  Pa 

[National  < 'oi'iuirattun  Reporter,  Publishers  of, 

fbi.Mi;-.  m.] 

[New  .hru>:ilein   MauaKinc.   Pubtisbeis  of,  Bos- 

l.iii.  Mas*.l 

[Nouveau- Monde,    (L<-).   Publishers  of.    New 

Y-vk] 

Odd  Fellows'  Pnbiisbiii-r.,.,  i'n.videii.-e.  li.I.  . 


(  2  vols. 
1X2  noK. 

( :t  noB. 
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Name*.                                    '  | 

> 

4i  -, 

«  i 
% 

£  1 

l!' 

Open  Court  I*iililis.liin[,'  Co..  Cliu'aK-i.  Ill 

rputlook,  iTlic)  I'lll.Iislici-H  ..f.  r..>s  A.1K.-1.-S  t  ill.]  . . 

r>4  DIM. 
I  nu. 

[Para-Use  of   ti.e  Piit-ilic.  I'hI.ILkIicw  ..f,  lluno- 

i 

rpath.  (Tlie)  i'ul.iisbora  ><i.  Xvw  Y.-rli] 

1 1... 

Photo-American  Ki-viow,  I'lililUbers  r.f,  Ntw. 

Pitman,  Isaac  *  Srms  N.'w-  Vmk 

Poland,  I'lof.  W.  C.  (\U.>v.u  Iniveisity] 

Pomona      Ilmalfl,    I*iil.lblKT»    of,    I'n.vuli-iue. 

o       ... 

1 

.... 

[Postal  (Tiif)  li.Ti.iiI,  I'liMislH^iH  of,  NiMv  Vorkli , 

'-.. 

■•  '"■"■ 

[Practical  Ekiiii.ity,  I'til.IUli.-vs  ..f.   UosUm. 

Providence  AHNiHriatlou  <>r  ML-riiaiii>-s  nml  Maii- 

,{... 

ProvidenoeriiriKtiiiiiSci.-ii.TSiimlii)S.li.">l.  .. 

■    ' 

Providence  Xalimial  Hank j 

1 

[Quarterly  K.'s;ist>-r -f  Cnvi.t  llisit.v.v,  I'.ii.li^li- 

t-is..!,  Ik-tr..il.  MM. '. 

Raymond,  w.,  iio>ii.ii.  Mass 

Baynor,  lt.-li<Tr,  Salem.  Mass 

[Record-Visitor,    l'.il.lisliei>   ..f,    Pa«tii..k..t. 

o  IIUH. 

'-.■.OS 

Bedigan,  Jiniu-K ,          -  . —  — 

1... 

[Religio-PhilosophiceJ    .i..iinii.l.   l'i.i.li>li.'i> 

... 

■    ' 

[Eevue    i:..'ir..si....ihv,     l'.ii.lish.-is   ..(.   i-aii-. 

j^ 

[Rhode  l>1an<l<ili/.-i,.  I'.il.li.-l,r.s  <.f,  ol.,..yvill.-,. 

^ 

[Rhode   islaiiii   ilr(nt.,i:it,  l'iii.ii>]i.Ts  ..r.  i'lui- 

.l.w,-.IM 

[Rhode  lsl.iiiil.-i-.  i-..i.li-h.-i-.  i.r 

bichards,  l!.v,  ]),.(■.  \.l 

4S  IIOH. 

VUlBTttNTH    ANMAI.    liKFOKT. — AI>l')^KUi:i 

APPENDIX    NO.    \S,—conlin>ced. 


Hiohmond,  F,  e 

Richter,  Paul  Emil,  Drusdeii,  Germany. . 

Rider,  ft.-* 

IBural   (The)  New  Yorker,  Piiblislicis  o 
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LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT. 


To  THE  Board  of  Trustees  : 

Gentlemen  : — I  have  the  honor  to  present  herewith  my  fifteenth 
annual  report,  covering  the  operations  of  the  year  1892. 

GENERAL   STATEMENT.^ 

The  number  of  volumes  reported  one  year  ago  was  58,712.^  During 
the  past  year  the  total  accessions  have  been  4,531,^  comprising  (1)  2,924 
volumes  obtained  by  purchase  ;^  (2)  220^  received  as  exchanges,®  trans- 
fers,''' etc. ;  (3)  1,387  gifts®  from  various  sources,  (enumerated  in  Appen- 
dix No.  13) ;  making,  therefore,  after  deducting  the  467  volumes  withdrawn^ 
during  the  year,  a  present  total  of  62,776.*® 

THE     year's    growth. 1* 

An  increased  sum  available  this  last  year  for  tlie  purchase  of  books 
has  rendered  possible  a  mucli  closer  response  to  the  needs  of  the  read- 
ers,— both  as  .specifically***^  expressed  and  otherwise, — than  was  within  our 
power  during  the  previous  year.*^     Blank   forms  introduced  from  time  to 


1  See  Appendix  No.  v!. 
*  See  Hth  annual  report,  p.  4. 
''  See  Appendix  No.  :J. 
<  Ibid. 
5  Ibid. 

<'  Beside  u  considerable'  niiint)er  of  volumes  whosse  accession  is  a  most  welcome  one,  there 
has  been  received,  througli  ttie  dlApoHin/s:  of  duplictites  for  exchange,  an  exceptionally  large 
amount  in  cabh  returns. 

■  Representing  the  acces.sions,— growing  larger  each  year,— resulting  trom  the  binding  into 
volumes  of  periodicaln,  or  other  publications,  received  .serially  in  numbers. 
"  Sec  Appendix  No.  .*?;  also  No.  13. 
»  See  Appendix  No.  4. 

'"  See  Appendix  No.  2;  nlMO  No. 3,  No.  4,  and  No.  5. 
'I  See  Appendix  No.  2. 
'*  See  next  page. 

"  See  Hth  annual  report,  p.  4.  The  reduced  amount  available  for  purchase  of  books  in  1991 
was  largely  due  to  the  draughts  made  on  the  library's  funds,  for  the  printing  of  the  **Flndliif 
list." 


/ 
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time^  during  the  past  few  years  enable  us  to  keep  informed  of  the  individ- 
ual books  desired  by  individual  readers,^  and  to  notify  them  with  no  delay^ 
on  acquiring  the  book.  An  even  larger  percentage  of  purchases  than  in 
former  years  has  been  made  from  auction  and  priced  catalogues  ;  in  a  very 
large  number  of  instances  securing  on  most  fortunate  terms  some  book  long 
out  of  print  and  rare,  desired  by  a  reader  for  some  specific  line  of  study. 
Not  only  the  University  Extension  courses,  but  other  somewhat  analogous 
lines  of  study, ^  followed  by  our  readers,  have  served  to  indicate  such  needs. 
Ill  no  previous  year  also  has  the  exchange  of  duplicates,^  which  is  carried 
on  from  year  to  year  with  other  libraries,  resulted  in  the  acquiring  of  so 
many  real  accessions  to  our  store  of  works  urgently  needed  and  of  prac- 
tical serviceableness. 

The  "  List  of  periodicals,  serials,  and  annuals  currently  received," 
reprinted  from  the  report  of  last  year^,  was  accompanied  by  a  classified 
regrouping^  of  the  publications  named,  under  such  headings  as  ^^  Engineer- 
ing,*' "Electricity,"  "Architecture,"  "Education,"  etc.,  the  whole 
making  a  pamphlet  of  eleven  pages.  Of  this  pamphlet  500  copies  were 
printed,  and  distributed,  by  mail  and  otherwise,  to  individual  readers  who 
it  was  known  would  find  the  assistance  it  contained  of  service  to  tliem.  A 
few  copies  now  remain,  which  may  be  had  on  application.  The  very 
marked  uses  of  such  a  special  list  furnish  another  indication  not  only  of 
the  increasing  tendency  to  specialization  in  the  use  made  of  public  libraries, 
but  of  tlie  increasing  extent  to  which  that  which  is  needed  by  a  student^ 
is  to  be  found  in  serial  publications.     Not  only  has  a  very  marked  addition 


*  These  comprise  not  only  the  printed  form  by  which  a  reader  may  iuggeni  the  purchase  of  a 
book  not  in  the  library,  but  a  postal  card,  reading  as  follows:  **  The  book  .  .  .  [re- 
•guested,  or  inquired  about,  etc.]    ...    by  you,  has  just  been  added  to  the  library.** 

No  week  passes  witliout  the  mailing  of  a  number  of  these  notices,  which  unquestionably 
serve  the  purpose  referred  to  on  anotlier  page  of  this  report,  of  seeing  that  each  individual  book 
rind;)  the  reader  who  especially  requires  it. 

-  Not  only  tlie  needs  and  requests  of  individuals,  but  of  bodies  of  readers,  such  as  classes, 
clubii,  etc.,  supply  data  of  the  kind  referred  to. 

^  Of  the  books  bought  at  each  weekly  meeting  those  of  most  immediate  interest  and  value 
are  on  the  shelves  the  next  morning. 

*  Such,  for  instance,  as  the  extremely  timely  and  informing  courses  of  the  Brown  University 
Lecture  A^isoch^lion  ;  also  those  of  the  Providence  Franklin  Society,  the  very  valuable  course  on 
psychology,  before  the  Barnard  Club  School  of  Pedagogy,  the  occasional  lectures  before  the 
Kho«tc  litland  School  of  Design,  etc. 

'  See  p.  2. 

^'  This  list,  without  the  "  classified  regrouping,**  below  referred  to,  occupied  pages  2(X-25  of  the 
14th  annual  report.    Compare  Appendix  No.  1  of  the  present  report. 

7  This  feature  of  regrouping  has  been  employed  also  in  this  year's  list.    See  Appendix  No.  1. 

"  This  has  been  found  to  be  the  case  in  a  marked  degree,  in  the  demands  made  on  our  re> 
sources  by  memt>ers  of  the  press,  and  also  by  such  departments  ot  the  city  government  as  the 
City  Engineer's  office.  In  the  latter  instance  it  is  still  occasionally  necessary  to  travel  to  other 
cities  to  consult  materials  which  ought  to  be  accessible  here. 
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to  the  list  of  those  currently  received  been  made  during  recent  years,'  but 
constant  progress  has  been  made  in  the  filling  of  sets  of  earlier  years,  the 
necessity  for  which  has  been  forced  on  our  attention  with  every  succeeding 
year's  use  of  Poole's  ^^  Index  to  periodical  literature*'^  by  our  readers.  lo 
the  case  of  serial  literature,^  as  of  general  literature,^  the  effectiveness  of 
the  library  must  have  been  very  perceptibly  abridged,^  had  it  not  been  for 
certain  most  welcome  gifts  due  to  the  generosity  of  thoughtful  friends  of 
the  library. 

During  tlie  year  just  closed  it  has  for  the  first  time  seemed  to  be  possi- 
ble to  do  something  towards  supplying  a  need  which  has  long  been  recog- 
nized as  existing,  in  making  purchases  of  musical  scores.  In  the  closing 
weeks  of  tlie  year  a  beginning  was  made  in  this  direction,  in  the  purchase 
of  about  120  separately  published  works,  representing  the  standard  com- 
posers, as  well  as  some  of  the  best  of  the  current  music. ^  The  reception 
given  to  this  experiment,  on  the  part  of  the  readers,  has  been  so  emphatic 
that  the  beginning  thus  made  will  be  very  gladly  followed  up,  from  time  to 
time,  as  occasion  may  offer,  in  gradually  developing  and  strengthening  this 
department  of  the  library. 

As  in  previous  years,  the  understanding  and  cooperation  observed  amoug 
the  three  larger  libraries  of  the  city,^  in  their  purchases,  chiefly  of  current 
publications,  has  been  productive  of  the  most  fortunate  results.^  Yet  it 
would  be  very  far  from  the  truth  to  say  that  the  subject  of  current  purchases^ 
is  not  still  surrounded  with  many  difficulties.  It  is  still  true  that  while  we 
are  more  and  more  indebted,  from  year  to  year,  to  those  who  know  their 
subject  thoroughly,  in  well-defined  specialties,  such  as  engineering,  elec- 
tricity, etc.,  in  giving  us  the  benefit  of  their  judgment  on  specific  books 


1  The  total  in  1892  is  348;  in  1890  it  was  180. 

3  The  newly  acquired  **  library  tuol,"  the  *'  Index  to  general  literature/'  (which  hat  been 
finally  furnished  to  subscribers  since  the  year  ISUScame  in),  not  only  does  for  volumes  of  essayt* 
etc.,  what  Poole's  Index  had  so  perfectly  done  for  periodicals,  but  it  includes  referenoet  to  tbe 
proceedings  of  "  boanls  and  societies  dealing  with  education,  health,  labor,  charities,*'  etc 

3  In  architectural  publications  in  particular  the  library  is  very  largely  indebted  to  tbe 
thoughtful  gifts  of  serial  publications  made  during  the  past  year. 

«  Among  some  of  the  more  noteworthy  gifts  of  the  year  are  about  lAO  volumes  and  other 
publications,  from  the  library  of  the  late  Professor  John  L.  Lincoln,  for  many  years  a  member 
of  this  Board,  sent  to  the  library  by  Mrs.  Lincoln. 

fi  It  is  unfortunately  still  very  largely  abridged,  from  our  inability  to  supply  other  equally 
needed  sets  of  this  kind. 

«  Such  a  feature  has  long  been  common  in  the  public  libraries  of  this  country.  To  serve  iti 
best  purpose,  it  should  be  accompanied,  as  is  the  case  at  the  Worcester  Free  Publio  Library,  and 
elsewhere,  by  a  room  where  It  can  be  used  with  a  piano. 

7  See  8th  annual  report,  p.  4-6. 

*  Yet  in  certain  very  noteworthy  instances  works  urgently  needed  somewhere  in  the  librs- 
ries  of  the  city  have  not  yet  been  secured  by  either  one  of  them. 

*  In  the  case  of  standard  literature  the  filling  of  vacancies  is  all  the  time  going  fbrward. 
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offered  us  for  purchase,  there  is  stilP  a  large  class  of  publications  iu  which 
the  need  of  more  definite  knowledge  of  the  books  passed  upon  is  needed. 
It  is  interesting  to  notice  that  this  very  practical  difficulty  in  library  admin- 
istration has  received  extended  treatment  in  two  of  the  more  noteworthy 
general  library  meetings  of  the  past  year, — the  American  Library  Associa- 
tion,^ and  the  Massachusetts  Library  Club.^ 

As  is  well  known,  the  library  received  from  the  late  Albert  J.  Jones, 
in  Ills  will,  two  funds,  of  $1,000.00  each  ;  the  income  of  one  to  be  applied 
to  the  development  of  the  library's  collection  of  works  on  design,^  that  of 
tlic  other  to  works  supplementing  the  Jones  collection  of  Italian  literature.^ 
It  is  pleasant  to  record  that  during  the  coming  year  these  funds  will  for  the 
first  time  be  made  available.  While  it  is  fortunate  that  the  duty  laid  upon 
the  library  in  its  possession  of  valuable  special  collections,^  such  as  the 
Jones  collection,  the  Harris  collection,  and  others,  renders  its  development 
in  these  particular  directions  a  certainty,  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  all 
tliese  require,  for  their  adequate  development  and  protection,  not  only  fire- 
proof quarters  J  but  space  sufficient  to  enable  them  to  expand  satisfactorily. 
How  far  from  this  desired  condition  this  library  has  been  compelled  to  lag 
is  a  matter  of  familiar  knowledge. 

THE    year's    use.® 

A  comparison  of  the  figures  printed  in  Appendix  No.  7  of  the  present 
rei)ort,  with  the  corresponding  tabulation  in  the  reports  of  several  years 
past,^  will  show  that  there  is  a  closer  correspondence  than  might  have  been 
looked  for,  in  the  relative  order  in  which  the  different  classes  of  books  stand 


>  See  the  Uth  annunl  report,  p.  A-7,  where  this  subject  is  examined  in  detail. 

*  See  in  particular  the  paper  on  '*  The  evaluation  of  literature,"  by  George  lies;  and  also 
the  discussion  and  action  of  the  association,  following  the  paper. 

'  Library  Journal,  v.  17,  p.  429. 

'  Sec  the  l.ith  annual  report,  p.  5.0,  for  the  details  in  regard  to  the  development  of  this  valua> 
bio  department  of  the  library.  Valuable  gifls  of  photographs,  etc.,  supplementing  this  depart- 
ment, liave  been  received  during  the  year  fVom  the  Qorham  Manufacturing  Co.  The  practical 
iicrviceableness  of  the  collection  in  the  use  made  of  it  by  the  Rhode  Island  School  of  Design,  has 
been  very  largely  increased  by  the  preparation  of  a  marked  copy  of  the  *'  Finding  list." 

'  See  10th  annual  report,  p.  4-5. 

*'  A  most  valuable  publication,  issued  by  the  Harvard  College  Library  during  the  past  year, 
<'ntitled  "  Notes  on  special  collections  to  be  found  in  the  public  libraries  of  the  United  States," 
provides  for  the  first  time,  on  any  large  and  systematic  scale,  a  general  view  of  what  is  accessible 
in  the  country  at  large  in  the  form  of  this  kind  of  collections. 

^  The  transcendent  Importance  of  this  point  was  dwelt  upon  In  the  Uth  annual  report,  p. 
16.  It  may  be  ({uestioned  whether  the  Harris  Collection  has  not,  for  the  present  at  least,  lost  the 
beneflt  of  a  valuable  and  most  appropriate  accession,  for  this  very  reason. 

*  See  Appendix  No.  7. 

"  See  11th  annual  report,  p.  17;  12lh  annual  report,  p.  21;  13th  annual  report,  p.  24;  14th  an- 
nual report,  p.  80. 


6  PROVIDENCK    PUBLIC    LIBRARY. 

to  each  other.  In  each  one  of  the  classes,  with  but  one^  exception,  there 
has  been  an  increase  over  the  circulation  of  one  year  ago,  the  increase  being 
greatest, — apart  from  that  in  the  figures  for  fiction,^ —  in  history. 3  The 
circulation  of  the  two  classes  covering  the  industrial  and  fine  arts  continues 
to  rise,  having  increased,  in  the  year  just  closed,  to  a  figure  larger  by  1,768 
than  the  corresponding  figures  of  four  years  ago.^  Admission  to  the 
shelves,  as  a  whole,  is  still  out  of  the  question,  with  our  increasingly  con- 
gested book-cases.^  But  we  have  been  glad  to  go,  in  this  direction,  one 
step  beyond  the  stage  reported  one  year  ago, — the  opening  of  the 
shelves  in  the  Art  department  to  readers,® — in  placing  outside  the  counter 
in  the  waiting-room,  a  book-case  capable  of  holding  several  hundred  books. 
On  its  open  shelves  are  placed,  each  week,  the  accessions  of  that  week  ;^ 
and  the  books  thus  placed  may  there  be  handled  and  examined  by  readers 
at  their  leisure  ;  or  taken  by  them,  on  a  reading-room  slip,  to  be  used  in 
the  room  ;  or  charged  on  the  card,  to  be  taken  home.®  This  practice,  be- 
gun during  the  summer,  at  first  provided  for  the  keeping  on  these  shelves 
of  the  additions  of  only  six  weeks  back, — those  of  the  earliest  week  being 
distributed  to  their  places  on  the  shelves  inside,  as  those  of  each  new  week 
are  added, — but  so  overwhelming  a  percentage  of  the  books  placed  there 
at  once  went  out  that  the  period  above  mentioned  was  gradually  increased. 
It  now  stands  at  twelve  weeks,  and  even  with  this  increase  of  time  and 
consequent  increase  of  books  to  be  placed  there,  the  percentage  of  those 
remaining  on  the  shelves  is  still  remarkably  small.  This  method  of  ex- 
posing the  books, — by  wliich  indeed  the  reader  who  visits  the  library  each 
week  may  be  said  to  have  "  access  to  tlie  slielves,"  so  far  as  the  additions 
made  since  the  beginning  of  the  summer  are  concerned, — has  been  planned 
to  work  as  closely  in  liarmony  as  possible,  with   the   various  form«  of  the 


1  The  exception  is  scarcely  signiticant,  as  it  is  tlint  entitled  "  Mit^cellaneout  literatare,"  in- 
eluding  contributions  to  subject?*  as  widely  separated  as  poetry  and  philology. 

-  In  the  12th  annual  report,  p.  u,  the  opinion  was  expressed,  that  the  changes  in  this  partic- 
ular, observed  from  year  to  year,  represented  a  fluctuation,  rather  than  a  eettlcd  tendency.—^ 
view  which  is  borne  out  by  the  subsequent  use  of  our  books. 
5,241  in  1891;  5,8iH  in  181)2. 

*  3,290  in  1888;  6,0«7  in  1892. 

••  The  number  of  volumes  five  years  ago,  1888,  wa."  37,767;  the  number  at  present,  62,776;  an  in- 
crease of  2.5,009  or  over  70  per  cent,  in  five  years.  Steps  have  been  taken,  largely  since  the  year 
1893  came  in,  for  at  least  the  temporary  relief  of  this  over-crowding. 

'^  See  Mth  annual  report,  p.  14. 

'  That  is,  those  which  come  under  the  description  of  "current"  publications;  aFeraglnf, 
during  the  past  six  months,  about  fifteen  per  week. 

*  The  obvious  advantage  over  exposing  them  for  examination,  but  not  at  first  for  oiroalation, 
readily  impresses  the  reader.  This  feature  of  the  plan  has  been  most  carcftilljr  studied,  and  has 
been  observed  with  interest. 
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library's  cataloguing  agencies  J  The  manuscript  bulletins  of  additions 
representing  the  books  in  these  open  book-cases  are  posted  close  by ;  the 
other  manuscript  bulletins  on  the  bulletin-board  elsewhere.  The  weekly 
notes  of  additions  printed  in  the  daily  newspapers  include  these  books  also, 
as  do  the  "notes  on  new  books"  posted  at  a  bulletin  near  by.  The 
"  Finding  list "  printed  a  year  ago  continues  to  find  a  steady  sale;  but 
there  has  been  no  year,  since  the  beginning,  when  there  has  been  a  heavier 
and  more  continuous  draught  upon  the  library  for  specialized  assistance^ 
on  specific  subjects.  This,  as  in  previous  years,  has  been  from  no  one 
class  of  readers  exclusively ;  yet  in  no  earlier  year  has  there  been  a  more 
extensive  availing  of  the  library's  facilities  on  the  part  of  the  public  schools, 
nor  a  greater  volume  of  circulation  of  the  volumes  duplicated  with  special 
regard  to  school  use.^  The  use  referred  to  was  exceptionally  large  in  con- 
nection with  the  Columbus  anniversary,  observed  in  October,  but  is  man- 
ifested in  no  less  interesting  forms  all  the  way  through  the  year,  in  some 
instances  involving  very  helpful  and  instructive  exercises^  on  the  part  of 
tlie  pupils.  A  decade  and  more  of  careful  attention  given  to  the  selection  of 
books^  best  suited  to  the  reading  of  young  people  has  not  been  without  its 
effect,  and  one  useful  result  of  the  information  thus  made  accessible  has 
been  the  possibility  of  marking  a  copy  of  the  library's  "  Finding  list,"  so 
as  to  show  the  books  there  accessible  of  this  nature.  In  every  way  possi- 
ble also  the  needs  of  the  various  University  Extension  courses^  have  been 
studied.  The  cooperation  of  the  Olneyville  Free  Library  in  all  the  meas- 
ures above  referred  to,  and  the  admirable  way  in  which  it  serves  to  ex- 
tend the  helpfulness  of  this  library's  methods,  are  worthy  of  special  note. 
As  in  previous  years  our  own  library  has  had  the  loans  of  books,  for  its 


^  One  desideratum  of  the  library  is  a  condensed  printed  entry  of  itrf  additions  from  time  to 
time,— at  such  intervals  as  each  month  or  two  months. 

-  On  this  point,  see  more  particularly  what  is  said  of  the  work  of  the  Information  Desk,  at  p. 
10. 

>  A  consolidated  catalogue  of  the  books  so  duplicated  has  been  prepared,  and  has  served  to 
develop  more  fully  this  emphatically  beneficent  side  of  the  library's  use. 

*  A 4  an  instance  may  be  mentioned  the  detailed  study  of  local  history  and  topography  which 
lias  been  going  on  in  several  of  the  grammar  schools  during  tlie  past  few  years.  As  a  result,  one 
of  these  schools  ii  to  be  represented  at  the  World's  Columbian  Exposition,  by  an  exhibit  cou* 
visiting  of  dethiled  accounts  of  local  objects  of  historical  interest,  the  work  of  its  pupils;  accom- 
panied by  photographic  views  of  these  objects,  also  the  work  of  its  pupils.  From  one  of  the 
Catholic  schools  has  come,  during  the  year  a  very  exceptional  and  continuous  use  of  the  library's 
resources  in  English  literature. 

"^  Such  liMts,  for  instance,  as  Hardy's  "  Five  hundred  books  for  tlie  young,"  and  Sargent's 
"  Reading  for  the  young,"  have  met  with  continual  use  from  our  readers  during  the  year,  not 
only  at  the  library,  but  in  the  additional  copies  provided  for  circulation.  The  copy  of  Sargent 
on  which  the  library's  numbers  have  been  entered  on  the  margin  has  been  nearly  worn  to  pieces 
by  constant  use. 

"  Compare  Uth  annual  report,  p.  7-8.    The  same  is  still  true. 
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readers,  from  larger  libraries  elsewhere ;  and  at  the  same  time  our  own  books 
have  in  a  considerable  number  of  instances  been  made  available  to  (hose 
who  needed  to  make  use  of  them,  outside  of  our  own  limits.  Such 
encouragement  of  research, — happily  characterized  as  **  the  library's 
comity  towards  literature," — is  an  obvious  and  commendable  function  of  an 
institution  like  ours.^ 

The  Sunday  use  of  the  library  has  amounted  to  7,603,  the  largest  figures 
being  those  of  Sunday,  March  3  ;  303. 

THE   library's   DOUBLE   FUNCTION,    OF   CIRCULATION   AND    REFERENCE. 

A  recent  writer,  in  the  course  of  an  intelligent  survey  of  the  statistics 
of  several  libraries,^  is  inclined  to  conjecture  that  sometimes  ''  too  great  a 
proportion  of  the  library  funds  is  used  for  the  purchase  of  books  for  special 
students,  to  the  neglect  of  the  legitimate  demand  for  popular  books,  not 
fiction."  Whatever  may  be  the  case  in  general,  or  in  libraries  other  than 
this,  no  such  tendency  has  gained  a  footing  here.  It  cannot,  indeed,  from 
the  nature  of  the  case,  used  as  the  library  is,  by  all  classes  of  the  community. 
The  various  agencies  already  referred  to  form  a  very  perfect  means  of 
keeping  in  touch^  with  the  lines  of  interest  and  taste  of  the  readers ;  and 
to  meet  these,  so  far  as  they  are  legitimate  ones,  in  the  fullest  manner,  is 
the  constant  study  of  those  in  charge.  It  cannot  be  denied,  however,  that 
the  tendency  of  the  various  methods  of  specializing  reading  (as  the  dailj 
notes,  the  reference  lists,  the  information  desk,  etc.),  is  to  turn  the  "  gen- 
eral reader  "  into  a  "  special  student,"  in  not  a  few  individual  cases.  The 
increase  observed  a  year  ago,  in  the  consultation  of  books  within  the  li- 
brary,'* has  continued  during  the  past  year,  reaching  now  a  point  nearlj 
150  per  cent,  larger  than  the  corresponding  figures  of  four  years  ago.^  The 
practice  of  supplying  "  reference  lists,"  botii  to  individual  readers  on  the 
specific  subjects  which  interest  them,  and,    on    a   general  scale,   for  the 

<  The  u.se  of  ttic  library  during  the  past  year,  shows  an  increase  over  the  previoas  year  in 
every  month,  without  exception,  but  greatest  for  the  month  of  March,  namely,  9,061  as  againft 
7,645;  an  increase  of  1,419.  Tiie  increase  would  have  been  larger  In  the  months  of  November 
and  December,  but  for  some  very  necessary  repairs  and  renovations  which  were  carried  on  witli- 
out  closing  the  library,  but  at  considerable  interruption  to  readers. 

»  The  Xation,  May  26,  1892,  v.  61,  p.  397. 

;«  Compare  the  reference  to  some  of  these  agencies,  at  p.  3  of  the  present  report;  also  p.  10. 

*  This  figure,  25,055,  for  the  past  year,  is,  it  should  be  noted,  strictly,  the  **  consultation  of 
books  within  the  library,"  which  are  applied  for  over  ttie  counter;  but  not  those  used  at  the  In- 
formation Desk.  It  does  not -include  the  use  of  periodicals,  at  the  library,  the  use  of  which  is  reg- 
istered, and  wliich  amounted  to  .38.U02  fur  the  past  year.  Nor  does  it  includetheuseof  the  very 
large  collection  of  several  thousand  *•  reference  books,"  (dictionaries,  cyclopaedias,  etc.)t  which, 
being  on  open  shelves  outside  the  counter,  are  in  constant  use,  but  cannot  consequently  be  regis 
tered. 

'>  10,905  in  1K88;  '25,0oo  in  lS9i;  increase,  14,150. 
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readers  at  large,  has  been  a  fundamental  feature  of  this  library  from  the 
beginning.  During  the  four  years,  1881-1884,  these  were  regularly  pub- 
lished as  the  ^*'  Monthly  Reference  Lists, "^  a  monthly  publication  having 
a  subscription-list  of  several  hundred  names,  and  nothing  has  been  more 
surprising  than  the  requests  for  them  which  have  continued  to  come,  even 
now  after  eight  years  have  elapsed  since  their  discontinuance, — and  when 
many  of  the  lists  must  necessarily  be  considerably  out  of  date, — from  Eng- 
land as  well  as  this  country.  It  is  an  evidence  that  they  met  a  real  want ; 
and  it  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  no  other  library  has  taken  up  the  regu- 
lar'^ publication  of  such  lists.  In  Appendix  No.  11  will  be  found  a  list  of 
the  subjects  of  the  weekly  reference  lists,  printed  during  the  past  year  in 
the  daily  newspapers  of  this  city  once  a  week,  from  which  it  will  be  seen 
how  closely  the  use  of  the  library  connects  itself  with  events  of  current  in- 
terest, courses  of  lectures  which  readers  are  following,  etc.  It  is  this 
feature  of  the  library  which  has  during  the  past  year  led  to  the  citing  of 
this  institution,  in  more  than  one  newspaper  throughout  the  country, ^  as  a 
conspicuous  instance  of  "timeliness  in  library  management;"^  and  a 
monthly  journal,  published  in  Cambridge,^  has  adopted  the  practice  of  re- 
printing some  of  these  weekly  lists  which  have  the  most  general  interest. 
Yet  in  these  cases  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  not  merely  that  very  much 
of  the  value  of  such  a  list  depends  on  its  being  supplied  at  the  time^  rather 
than  several  months  after ;  but  also  that  in  all  such  cases  many  more  refer- 
ences are  gathered  and  noted  than  can  possibly  be  compressed  into  the 
brief  limits  of  the  newspaper  list.  The  additional  references,  however? 
are  filed  with  otiier  material  at  the  Information  Desk,  and  in  some  in- 
stances are  sent  by  mail  to  individual  readers.^ 


'  Sec  rtli  annual  report,  p.  16-17. 

'  The  "  regular  "  feature  of  its  issue  was  unquestionably  an  important  factor  in  its  usefulness. 
Several  librarie«  at  present  make  a  practice  of  Incorporating  reference  lists  of  great  value  into 
their  bulletins  of  addition:)  (as  in  the  case  of  the  public  libraries  of  Salem,  Los  Angeles,  and 
other  places;  aUo  the  Philadelphia  Merciintile  Library,  etc.) 

'  The  I*hUaddj>hia  Inquirer  of  October  9,  1892,  etc.  See  also  the  Providence  Sunday  Jour- 
tin  I,  October  10,  18W. 

*  The  librarian,  so  the  article  reads,  proceeds  on  the  principle  that  **  for  every  book  on  his 
shelveii,  there  is  a  reader  somewhere  in  the  city;"  and  bence  *'  he  adopts  the  policy  of  the  judi. 
ciou8  editor,— that  of  timeliness.**  By  the  reference*  constantly  prepared  and  made  available, 
on  topics  of  current  interest,  "  he  does  a  great  deal  towards  bringing  the  whole  contents  of  the 
int<titulion  into  active  use." 

'  **  The  Iteader,"  a  weekly,  containing  Index  peferences  to  periodicals,  etc. 

''  An  instance  in  point  is  the  subject  of  "  roads,'*  the  ruferences  on  which  so  far  expanded 
beyond  the  brief  limits  referred  to,  that  they  were  copied  by  the  mimeograph,  on  several  sheets, 
and  sent  to  readers  who  were  likely  to  tind  them  useful.  Since  the  llrst  references  on  this  subject 
were  prepared,  the  library  lias  received  a  copy  of  Col.  A.  A.  Pope's  very  valuable  printed  refer- 
ences on  this  subject.  As  mimeograph  copies  of  the  weekly  lists  supplied  to  the  newspapers  are 
made  each  week,  the  library  has  a  mailing  list  of  readers  who  are  supplied  with  these  as  they  appear. 
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The  iDformation  Desk  has  during  this  sccoud  year  of  its  existence  done 
even  more  to  justify  its  establishment  than  in  its  first  few  mouths.^  It  is 
gradually  becoming  the  centre  of  the  library's  life  ;  a  favorite  resort  for  the 
reader  who  is  perplexed  in  his  search  for  some  elusive  material,  and  who 
is  sure  of  finding  here  interested  and  intelligent  assistance  ;  the  natural 
starting  point  of  the  reader  who  comes  with  the  purpose  of  pursuing  as 
thoroughly  as  possible  some  line  of  investigation  ;  the  point  of  attack  for 
school-children  using  the  library  in  topical  studies  collateral  with  their 
school  courses  ;  as  well  as  for  mothers  wisliing  for  suggestions  and  advice 
in  regard  to  reading  for  their  children. ^  One  result  of  the  steady  draught 
upon  the  clerk  at  tliis  desk,  for  the  most  varied  kind  of  assistance  and  in- 
formation,3  has  been  the  necessity  for  equipping  the  library  more  com- 
pletely with  tlie  various  works  of  reference,  annuals,  etc.  ;  and  also  fur 
filing  and  indexing  such  references  as  may  be  prepared  on  one  occasion 
and  are  sure  to  be  called  for  again. ^ 

WHAT    CLASSES    OF    READERS    ARE    REACHED. 

It  is  apparently  a  permanent  feature  of  the  library  that  its  registration"* 
still  reflects, — as  it  has  done  from  the  beginning, — the  widest  variety  of 
tastes,  interests,  culture,  and  education,  existing  in  the  commuuity.^  It 
thus  serves  many  of  the  purposes  of  a  civilizing  influence.  In  aggregate 
number  of  names  registered,  as  well  as  in  percentage  of  registration  to 
the  total  population,  the  Fourth  Ward"  still  stands  highest,  as  it  has  stood 
for  several  years  past.  The  registration,  however,  which  comes  under  the 
head  of  the  Johnston  extension®  and  also  of  the  non-residents  connected 
with  the  schools'-^  of  this  city  exceeds  325,  and  is  of  special  interest  as  rep- 


1  .Sec  14th  annual  report,  p.  10  11. 

'^  Since  the  suggestion  to  this  etFect,  made  several  years  ago,  tliere  lias  been  a  mo8t  gratifviiifc 
development  of  tliis  important  pha^e  of  the  library's  assistance. 

^  Upon  tliis  point,  in  particular,  are  concentrated  the  applications  for  assist  ance»  advice,  and 
suggestions,  in  connection  with  tlie great  number  of  "reading  clubs*,"  "debating  club«,"  **firl5* 
friendly  societies,"  ••  boys' clubs,"  ••  current  events  classes,"  "political  economy  classes,"  etc., 
which  make  up  so  much  of  the  life  of  tliis  community. 

*  No  portion  of  the  library's  expenditures  has  been  applied  to  better  advantage  tban  that 
which  has  had  in  view  the  reenforcing  of  tlie  etiuipment  of  this  department.  Much  use  is  neces- 
sarily abo  of  such  helps  as  are  supplied  in  the  Weekly  Heview  (indexing  the  contents  of  newspa- 
pers, etc.).  and  of  various  press-clipping  bureaus. 

^  See  Appendix  No.  6;  also  No.  8  and  No.  9. 

•  Compare  pages  3  and  b  of  the  present  report. 
'  See  Appendix  No.  6. 

^  See  14th  annual  report,  p.  11-12.  A  beginning  has  been  made  at  Olneyvllle,  towards  a  sup- 
ply of  books  lor  the  French  population. 

"  360  of  the  special  "  school  cards  "  are  in  use  at  present. 
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resenting  a  class  whose  use  of  the  library  is  exceptionally  intelligent.  As 
has  been  the  practice  for  the  past  few  years,  the  period  for  which  a  card 
is  issued  is  three  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  it  requires  to  be  re-issued. 
The  re-registration  thus  resulting  is  of  value,  not  merely  as  serving  to  de- 
tect instances  of  removal  from  the  city  not  otherwise  reported,^  but  also 
as  bringing  down  the  nominal  total  of  cards  in  use  (17,712,  Dec.  31, 1892),^ 
to  what  is  certainly  an  approximately  accurate  number. 

THE    library's    INCREASING   NEEDS. 

That  the  public  library  of  a  city  of  this  character  and  standing  should 
be  found  at  the  end  of  its  fifteenth  year  in  temporary  quarters,  not  merely 
not  adapted  to  its  needs,  but  such  as  render  it  impossible  to  administer  it 
in  any  way  as  it  should  be,  is  an  anomaly  not  easily  comprehended.  The 
contrast  between  this  city  and  the  remainder  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island^ 
is  striking,  as  regards  the  adequacy  of  equipment.  ^^  43  libraries," 
states  the  recent  report  of  the  State  Board  of  Education,^  ^^are  sit- 
uated in  28  of  the  different  cities  and  towns,  which  contain  more 
tlian  92  per  cent,  of  the  entire  population  of  the  State.  We  believe  this 
is  a  better  exhibit  than  can  be  made  by  any  other  State  in  the  Union." 
Tliese  libraries,  moreover,  outside  of  the  city,  are  equipped,  in  not  a  few 
instances,  with  beautiful,  commodious,  and  appropriate  buildings.^  They 
are  equipped  with  funds  for  the  purchase  of  books  and  the  supplying  of 
other  needs.  They  are  enabled,  when  need  arises,  in  case  of  University 
Extension  courses^  and  other  analogous  conditions,  to  respond  readily  and 
satisfactorily,  to  the  demands  made  upon  them.  It  is  lefl  for  the  Public 
Library  of  the  chief  city  of  the  state,  to  fall  far  behind  them,  proportion- 
ally, in  all  these  particulars. "^     It  is  to  be  borne  in   mind,  moreover,  that 


1  During  the  past  year,  for  the  first  time  in  several  year^,  several  oases  of  small  pox  have  ex- 
i!<ted  in  the  city.  By  an  arrangement  which  has  existed  between  this  library  and  the  office  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Health,  for  a  considerable  number  of  years  past,  there  Is  the  most  absolute 
protection,  on  the  pare  of  those  who  use  our  books,  against  using  any  booki*  exposed  to  this 
or  any  other  contagious  disease. 

3  See  Appendix  No.  0. 

'  In  previous  reports  comparison  has  been  made  with  the  libraries  beyond  the  borders  of  this 
state,  in  this  particular.  Without  repeating  what  has  been  before  referred  to,  it  may  be  men- 
tioned as  a  significant  fact  that  the  Enoch  Pratt  Free  Library  of  Baltimore,  founded  eight  years 
later  than  this  libraryi  has  now  a  very  little  short  of  twice  as  many  volumes,  (122,773  vols.;  see 
7th  annual  report,  BaltimorCf  1893,  p.  6.) 

*  tid  annual  report  of  the  State  Itoard  of  Education,  Jan.,  1892,  Providence,  p.  18. 

•''  As  in  the  case  of  Bristol,  Warren,  OlneyviUe,  and  the  building  now  in  process  of  construc- 
tion at  Westerly. 

"  Particularly  at  Pawtucket,  Woonsocket,  and  Olneyvllle.    See  14th  annual  report,  p.  16. 

7  At  p.  13-10  ot  the  Hth  annual  report,  the  librarian  has  treated  in  detail  the  extraordinary 
falling  behind  what  should  reasonably  be  expected  of  it,  on  the  part  of  this  library.  In  every 
respect  but  one,  what  was  then  said  is  still  true. 
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this  library's  needs  are  of  such  a  nature  that  tliey  increase  from  year  to 
year,  with  constant  expansion  of  such  work  as  has  been  referred  to  in  con- 
nection with  its  specialized  methods  of  assistance  to  readers. 
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1  In  no  previous  year  have  the  intelligeut  interestand  unperfunotory  service  of  the  librariaD'i 
stair  of  assistants  been  more  maoifest. 

2  Ttie  death,  Oct.  13,  1892,  of  Mr.  Joseph  A.  Barker,  has  removed  not  only  one  of  the  oldest 
members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  but  one  of  the  library's  most  generous  benefactors. 


APPENDICES  TO  LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT. 


1.  List  of  penodicals,  serials,  and  aQnuals,  currently  received. 

2.  Genei*al  statement  of  the  year's  growth. 

3.  Sources  of  accessions. 

4.  Gross  and  net  increase. 

5.  Classification  of  accessions. 

i).  Rejj^i  strati  on,  tabulated  by  wards. 

7.  Circulation. 

8.  Rank  of  months  in  circulation  and  re^i^istration. 

0.  Accessions,  circulation,  and  registration,  for  fifteen  years. 

10.  Periodicals  needed  to  complete  sets. 

11.  List  of  subjects  of  weekly  reference  lists. 

12.  Specimen  of  weekly  reference  lists. 

13.  Acknowledgment  of  gifts,  etc. 


14  PROVIDENCE   PUBLIC    LIBRARY. 

APPENDIX  NO.  1. 

LIST   OF   PERIODICALS,    SERIALS,    AND     ANNUALS,     CURRENTLY       RECEIVED.' 

A.      Oeneral  list  of  periodicah,^ 

Academy,  (weekly).  Auk,  (quarterly). 

Admiralty     Horse      Guards  Gazette,  Banker's     Magaziue,      (New     York), 

(weekly).  (monthly). 

Albany  Law  Journal,*  (weekly).  Banking  Law  Journal,*  (monthly). 

Amateur  Sportsman,*  (monthly).  Blackwood's,  (monthly). 

American  Agriculturist,  (monthly).        Book  Notes,  (fortnightly). 
American    Architect,   **  Imperial  edi-  Bookbuyer,*  (monthly). 

tion,"  (weekly).  Bookseller,  (monthly). 

American  Economist,*  (weekly).  Bradstreet's,  (weekly). 

American  Engineer  and  Kailroad  Jour-  British  Journal  of  Photography,  (week- 

nal,  (monthly).  ly). 

American  Florist,*  (weekly).  Brown  Magazine,  (quarterly). 

American  Gardening,  (monthly).  Brunonian,  (weekly). 

American  History  Leaflets,  (bi-month-  Building  Budget,*  (monthly). 

ly).  Bulletin  Mensuel,*  (Dyrsen  <fe  Pfeiffer), 

American    Journal    of    Arcliaiology,*  (monthly). 

(quarterly.)  Calif ornian,  (monthly). 

American    Journal    of    Numismatics,  Catalogue       Mensuel,*       (Schoenhof), 

(quarterly).  (monthly). 

American  Journal  of  Philology,  (quar-  Catholic      Reading     Circle       Review,* 

terly).  (monthly). 

American  Journal  of  Science,(monthly). Catholic  World,  (monthly). 
American  Machinist,  (weekly).  Century,  (monthly). 

American       Monthly       Microscopical  Charities  Review,  (monthly). 

Journal,  (monthly).  Chautauquan,  (monthly). 

American  Naturalist,  (monthly).  Collector,  (Trumble's),  (semi-monthly). 

American  Notes  and  Queries,  (weekly).  Commercial  and  Financial  Chronicle,* 
American  Philatelist,  (monthly).  (weekly). ** 

Andover  Review,  (monthly).  Contemporary  Review,  (monthly). 

Appalachia,  (semi-annual).  Cosmopolitan,  (monthly). 

Architectural  Record,  (quarterly).  Critic,  (weekly). 

Architecture  and  Buiklin<,',*  (weekly).  Critical  Review,  (monthly). 
Arena,*  (monthly).  Current  Literature,  (monthly). 

Art  Amateur,  (monthly).  Dial,*  (semi-monthly). 

Art  Interchange,  (monthly).  Edinburgh  Review,  (quarterly). 

Art  (L')  pour  Tons,  (monthly).  Education,  (monthly). 

Atlientuum,  (weekly).  Educational  Review,  (monthly). 

Atlantic  Monthly,  (monthly).  Electrical  Enterprise,*  (monthly). 

1  Revised  to  April  8.  1893;  total,  348. 

'  See  llBt  U.,  foUowiDg  this  for  serials,  etc  ,  iu  a  separate  alphabet. 

^  At  end  of  year. 

♦Gift. 
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Electrical  Review,*  (weekly).  Journal  of  American  Folk-lore,^  (quar- 

Electrical  World,  (weekly),  terly). 

Engineering,  (weekly).  Journal  of  Education,  (weekly). 

Engineering  Magazine,  (monthly).  Journal     of    the    Franklin     Institute, 

Engineering  News,  (weekly).  (monthly). 

English  Historical  Review,  (quarterly).  Journal  of  the  Society  of  Chemical  In- 
English  Illustrated  Magazine,  (month-         dustry,  (monthly). 

ly).  Journal  of  Zoophily,*  (monthly). 

English  Mechanic,  (weekly).  Judge,  (weekly). 

Espe ranee,  L**,  (weekly). *  Kindergai*ten  Magazine,  (monthly). 

Far  and  Near,  (monthly).  Learner  and  Teacher,*  (monthly). 

Folk-lore  Journal, ^  (semi-annual).  Library,  (monthly). 

Forest  and  Stream,  (weekly).  Library  Journal,  (monthly). 

Fortnightly  Review,  (monthly).  Life,  (weekly). 

Forum,  (monthly).  Lippincott's,  (monthly).. 

Frank  Harrison's  Shorthand  Magazine,  Literary  Digest,*  (weekly), 

(monthly).  Literary  News,  (monthly), 

(iarden  and  Forest,  (weekly).  Literary  World,  (fortnightly). 

Gewerbehalle,  (monthly).  LittelPs  Living  Age,  (weekly). 

Good  Government,*  (monthly).  Magazine     of       American       History, 

(rood  lloads,  (monthly).  (monthly). 

(iieen  Bag,*  (monthly).  Magazine  of   New    England    History, 

irvmnasium,*  (monthly).  (quarterly). 

Harper's  Bazar,  (weekly).  Manifesto,*  (monthly). 

Harper's  Magazine,  (monthly).  Manufacturers*  Record,  (weekly). 

Harper's  Weekly,  (weekly).  Microscope,  (monthly.) 

Harper's  Young  People,  (weekly).  Modern  Architectural  Designs  and  De- 

Haivaid  Graduates'  Magazine,*  (quar-  tails,*  (monthly). 

terly).  Monthly  Bulletin,*  (Dyrsen  A  Pfeiflfer), 

Illustrated  American,  (weekly).  (monthly). 

Hlustrated  London  News,  (weekly).  "    Monthly  Record  of    Scientific  Litera- 
Indian's  Friend,  (monthly).  ture,*   (Van  Nostrand's),   (month- 

Industries,  (weekly).  ly). 

Investors*  Supplement  to  the  Commer-  Narragansett      Historical        Register, 

cial  and  Financial  Chronicle,*  (bi-  (quarterly). 

monthly).  Nation,  (weekly). 

Iron  Age,  (weekly).  National  Car  and  Locomotive  Builder, 

Jeweler's  Weekly),*  (weekly).  (monthly). 

Jewish  Messenger,*  (weekly.)  Nature,  (weekly). 

.Jr)nrnal  of  American  Ethnology  and  New  England  Historical  and  Genealog- 

Archa?ology,  (annual).  ical  Register,  (quarterly). 


1  Central  FaUa. 

^  Folk  Lore  Society,  London. 

3  At  end  of  year. 

*  American  Folk  Lore  Society, 

•Gift. 
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New  England  Magazine,  (monthly).        Quarterly  Journal  of   Political  £con- 
New  England  Staaten  Zeitung,*  (week-         omy,     (University    of      Chicago), 

ly).  (quarterly). 

New  Jerusalem  Magazine,*  (monthly).  Quarterly  Register  of  Current  History, 
New  World,  (quarterly).  (quarterly). 

Nineteenth  Century,  (monthly).  Quarterly  Review,  (quarterly). 

North  American  Review,  (monthly).      Railroad  Gazette,  (weekly). 
Notes  and  Queries,   (London),   (week-  Reader,  (weekly). 

ly).  Record  Visitor,*  (weekly). 

Official  Statements  of  the  Providence  Review   of    Reviews,    (American  ed.), 

Banks.*  (quarterly).  (monthly). 

Old  South  Leaflets,*  (occasional).  Rhode  Island  Democrat,*  (weekly). 

Open  Coui-t,*  (weekly).  Rhode  Island  Medical  Science  Month- 

Ornithologist  and  Oologist,  (monthly).  ly,*  (monthly). 

Outing,  (monthly).  Rhode  Islander,*  (weekly).'-* 

Paradise  of  the  Pacific.*  (monthly).        Round  Table,  (monthlv). 
Path,*  (monthly).  Saint  Nicholas,  (monthly). 

Pawtucket      Commercial      Bulletin,*  Salem  Press  Historical  and  Genealogi- 

(monthly.)  cal  Record,*  (quarterly). 

Pedagogical  Seminary,  (three  numbers  Saturday  Review,  (weekly). 

per  year).  Schoenhofs  Monthly  Bulletin  of  For- 

Petermann'sMitteilungen,* (monthly).  eign  Literature,*  (monthly). 

Phonetic  Journal,*  (weekly).  Science,  (weekly). 

Political  Science  Quarterly,  (Columbia  Scientific  American,  (weekly). 

College),  (quarterly).  Scientific        American        Suppleraentt 

Popular  Science  Monthly,  (monthly).  (weekly). 

Portfolio,  (monthly).^  Scribner's  Magazine,  (monthly). 

Postal  Record,*  (monthly).  Southern  Historical  Magazine,  (month- 

Providence  Daily  Journal,*  (daily).  ly). 

Providence  Sunday  Journal,*  (week-  Speaker,  (weekly). 

ly).  Spectator,  (weekly). 

Psyche,  (monthly).  Spon's    Monthly    List  of    Engineenug 

Public  Opinion,  (weekly).  Books,*  (monthly). 

Publishers'  Circular  and   Booksellers'  Sun  and  Shade,  (monthly). 

Record,  (Sotheran's),*  (weekly).      Sunday  School  Times,  (weekly). 
Publishers'  Weekly,  (weekly).  Tecluiiker,  Der,*  (monthly). 

Puck,  (weekly).  Textile  Manufacturer,  (monthly).* 

Punch,  (weekly).  Textile     Manufacturing    Record,* 

Quarterly  Journal  of  Economics,  (Har-  (monthly).* 

vard  University),  (quarterly).  Travelers'  Record,*  (monthly). 


>  Hamerton'd. 
-  OIneyville. 
3  English. 
*  American. 
♦Gift. 
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Tuftonian,*  (semi-monthly).  Westermaun^s  German  Literary  Bulle- 

Twentieth  Century,*  (weekly).  tin,*  (monthly). 

Ueber  Land  und  Meer,  (weekly).  Westermanu^s     Monthly    Gazette   of 

United  Service,  (monthly).  English  Literature,*  (monthly). 

United   States    Government  Publica-  Westminster  Review,  (monthly). 

tions;  Monthly  catalogue,  (month-  Wide  Awake,  (monthly). 

ly).  Wilson's  Photographic  Magazine, 

United  States  Official    Postal  Guide,  (monthly). 

(monthly).  Women's  Journal,  (weekly). 

Univei*sity  Extension,  (monthly).  Worcester  Commercial,*  (monthly). 

University  Magazine,*  (monthly).  Yale  Review,*  (quarterly). 

Weekly  Review,  (weekly).  Youth's  Companion,  (weekly). 

B.      Serial  publications,^  chiefly  of  organizations j*^  governments,  etc.^ 

Advance  Club,^  Publications,*  (occa-  American    Institute    of     Instruction. 

sional).  Lectures,  Discussions,    and    Pro- 

American  Academy  of  Political  and  ceedings,  (annual).* 

Social     Science.        Annals,     (bi-  American  Public   Health  Association. 

monthly).  Publications,  (annual).* 

American  Antiquarian  Society.     Pro-  American  Social  Science  Association. 

ceedings,  (semi-annual).  Journal,  (annual).* 

American  Association  for  the  Advance-  American  Society  of  Civil  Engineers. 

ment   of    Science.      Proceedings,  Transactions,  (monthly). 

(annual).*  American  Society  of    Mechanical  En- 

American  Bankers'  Association.    Pro-  gineers.    Transactions,  (biennial). 

ceedings,  (annual).  American  Statistical  Association. 

American  Bar  Association.    Reports,*  Quarterly  Publications,   (quarter- 

(annual).*  ly). 

American  Economic  Association.  Pub-  Archaeological  Institute  of    America. 

lications,  (bi-monthly).  Papers,  (occasional). 

American  Historical  Association.    An-  Boston  Athenaeum.     Additions,*  (oc- 

uiial  report,  (annual).  s^      casional). 

American    Institute    of      Architects.   Boston     Public    Library.      Bulletin,* 

Proceedings,*  (annual).*  (quarterly).* 

American  Institute  of    Electrical  En-  Bowdoin     College.       Bibliographical 

gineers.    Transactions,  (monthly).  Contributions,*  (occasional). 

^  Several  pablioatioas  of  organizations,  such  m  Psyche,  Journal  of  the  Franklin  Institute, 
etc.,  being  better  known  by  their  name,  are  in  list  A. 

3  The  alphabetical  order  is  by  the  name  of  the  organlxation. 

^'  See  list  C,  following  this,  for  handbooks,  etc.,  strictly  classed  as  **  annuals.*' 

*  Providence. 

'■  Includes  both  additions  to  library,  and  special  lists,  etc. 

•Gift. 
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Brooklyn  Library.     Bnlletin,*  (quar-  Hyde  Park  Historical  Society.     Hyde 

terly).*  Park    Historical  Record,*   (quar- 

City  Library,  Sprin^eld,  Mass.      Li-  terly). 

brary  Bulletin,*  (monthly).*  Jei*sey  City  Public  Library.    Bulletin,* 

Columbia  College,    i^tudies  in  History,  (monthly). ^ 

Economics,  etc.,  (occasional).  Johns  Hopkins  University.  Circulars,* 

Columbia  College.      University  Bulle-  (monthly,  during  term). 

tin,*  (monthly).  Johns  Hopkins  University.  Studies  in 

Connecticut,  State  of.     State  Agricul-  Historical  and    Political   Science, 

tural  Experiment  Station.      Bulle-  (monthly). 

tin,*  (bi-monthly).  Johns  Hopkins  University.    Studies  in 

Cornell  University.    Agricultural  Ex-  Historical  and    Political  Science. 

periment  Station.     Bulletin,*  Extra  volumes,  (occasional). 

(monthly).  Lawrence  Public  Library.    »Bulletin,* 

Cornell  University.  Library  Bulletin,*  (occasional).* 

(quarterly).*  Leland    Stanford    Junior    University. 

Dante  Society,  (Cambridge,  Mass.)  An-  Monographs  in  History  and  £co- 

nual  reports,*  (annual).  nomics,  (occasional). 

Denver     Public     Library.       Books,*  Library     Company    of     Philadelphia. 

(monthly).*  Bulletin,*  (occasional).* 

Egypt   Exploration    Fund.      Publica-  Los  Angeles  Public  Library.   Bulletin,* 

tions,  (occasional).  (monthly).* 

Essex  Institute.    Bulletin,*  (monthly).   Massachusetts,  State  of.     State  Agri- 
Essex  Institute.       Historical    Collec-  cultural  Experiment  Station.    Bui- 

tions,*  (monthly).  letin,*  (occasional). 

Hartford  I^ibrary  Association.    Bulle-  Massachusetts  Historical  Society.  Col- 
tin,*  (quarterly).  lections,  (biennial). 
Hartford  Theological  Seminary.  Hart-  Massachusetts  Historical  Society.  Pro- 
ford  Seminary  Record,*  (bi-month-         ceedings,  (annual). 

ly).  Mercantile  Libi-ary.  New  York,     Bui- 

Harvard  University.     Bibliographical  letin,*  (occasional). 

Contributions,*  (occasional).  Mercantile  Library,  Philadelphia.  Bui- 

Harvard  University.     Bulletin,*  (quar-         letin,*  (quarterly).* 

terly).  Milwaukee  Public  Library.     Quarterly 

Harvard  University.     Fay  House  Mon-  Index,*  (quarterly).* 

ographs,  (occasional).  Minneapolis    Public    Library.       Quar- 

Harvard  University.    Harvard  [Histor-  terly  Bulletin,*  (quarterly). 

ical  Monographs,  (occasional).  Munseirs     Historical     Series,     (ocea- 

Harvard    University.        Studies     and  sional). 

Notes  in  Philology  and  Literature,  National  Conference  of   Charities  and 

(occasional).  Corrections.       ProceedingB,     (an* 

Home  Market  Society.    Home  Market         nual). 

Bulletin,*  (monthly). 

1  Includes  both  additions  to  library  and  special  lists,  etc. 
♦Gift. 
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National  Conference  of  University  £z-  Soldiers*  and  Sailors'   Historical  Soci- 

tension.    Proceedings,  (annual).^  ety  of    Rhode   Island.      Personal 

Nebraska  Historical  Society.      Bulle-         Narratives,  (occasional). 

tin,*  (occasional).  United  States  of  America.    Census  Bu- 

New  Hampshire,  State  of.     State  Ag-  reau.    Bulletin,*  (occasional). 

ricultural      Experiment     Station.  United  States  of  America.    Census  Bu- 

Bulletin,*  (occasional).  reau.    Reports,*  (occasional). 

New  York,  State  of.     State  Library  United  States  of  America.    Coast  and 

Bulletin,*  (occasional).  Geodetic  Survey.      Bulletin,*  (oc- 

New  York  (City)  College  for  the  Train-  casional). 

ing     of    Teachers.       Educational  United  States  of  America.    Congres- 

Monographs,  (occasional).  sional  Record,*  (daily,  during  ses- 

Newark     Public    Library.       Library         sions). 

News,*  (monthly). 1  United   States   of    America,     Official 

Ohio  Commandery  of    the  Loyal  Le-         Records  of  the  Union  and  Confed- 

gion.    Sketches  of  War  History,         ei*ate  Armies,*  (occasional). 

(biennial).  United  States  of    Amenca.      Depart- 

Prince  Society.      Publications,  (occa-         ment  of  Agriculture.      Bulletin  of 

sional).  the   New  England    Weather   Ser- 

Providence  Public  Park  Association.  vice,*  (monthly). 

Publications,*  (occasional).  United  States  of   America.      Depart- 

Pro  videuce  Young  Men's  Christian  As-         ment  of  Agriculture.     Report  of 

sociation.       Association     Notes,*         the  Ohio  Weather  and  Crop  Ser- 

(raonthly).  ^ce,*  (monthly). 

Rhode  Island,  State  of.      Agricultural  United  States  of   America.      Depart- 

Experiment  Station.  Bulletin,* (oc-         ment  of    Agriculture.       Monthly 

casional).  Report  on  Crops,*  (monthly). 

Rhode  Island,  State  of.    State  Board  of  United  States  of    America.     Depart- 

Health.     Monthly     Bulletin,*         ment    of    Agriculture.      Monthly 

(monthly).  Weather  Review,*  (monthly). 

Rhode  Island  Historical  Society.    Col-  United  States  of    America.      Depart- 

lections,  (occasional).  ment  of  State.    Consular  Reports,* 

Rhode  Island  Historical  Society.    Pro-  (occasional). 

ceedings,*  (annual).^  United  States  of  America.      Depart- 

Rhode  Island  Historical  Tracts,  (occa-         ment  of  State.    Consular  Reports  ; 

sional).  special,*  (occasional). 

Rhode  Island  Medical  Society.    Trans-  United  States  of    America.      Depart- 

actions,*  (occasional).  ment  of  the  Interior.     Official  Oa- 

Salem    Public     Library.       Bulletin,*         zette  of  the  Patent  Office,*  (weekly). 

(monthly).^  United  States  of  America.     Smithson- 

Society  of   Engineers.      Transactions,         ian  Institution.     Annual  report,* 

(annual).^  (annual). 


1  Inolodes  both  additions  to  library  and  tpecial  Ilstf ,  etc. 

>  See  List  C,  fallowing  this,  for  handbookf,  etc,  strictly  classed  as  "  annuals." 
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United  States  of  America.    Smithson-  Worcester  Free  Public  Library.    Addi- 
ian     Institution.       Miscellaneous         tions,*  (occasional). 
Contributions,*  (occasional).  Worcester  Free  Public  Library.     Li- 

Uuiversity  of  Pennsylvania.     Publica-         brary  Record,*  (monthly).^ 

tions,  (occasional).  Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity.    Pub- 

Yermont,  State  of.    State  Agricultural         lications,  (occasional). 

Experiment   Station.       Bulletin,*  Yale  University.    Transactions  of  the 
(occasional).  Astronomical  Observatory,*  (occa- 

sional). 

C.       Annuals  and  biennials^    including^  almanacs,  etc* 

Almanach  de  Gotba,  1893.    (Official).    Dod's     Peerage,      Baronetage,     and 
American    Annual    of    Photography,         Knightage,  1892.    (Heraldic). 

1892.     (Photography).  Hazell's  Annual,  1892.  (Encyclopiedic). 

American    Board    Almanac    of    Mis-  Hough taling's  Hand-book  of    Useful 

sions,  1893.*    (Christian  Missions).         Information,  1893.*     (Statistical) 
American  Church  Almanac,  and  Tear  Index  to  the  Periodical  Literature  of 

Book,  1892.*     (Protestant  Episco-         the  World,  1892.    (Review  of  Re- 
pal  Church).  views  office).     (Periodical  index). 
American     Ephemeris    and    Nautical  Johnston    Directory,    1892.        (Local; 

Almanac,  1895,*  (Astronomical).  statistical.) 

Annual  Burns  Chronicle  and  Club  Di-  Liber    Brunensis,    1892.     (Societies  of 

rectory,  1892.*    (Burns  literature).  Brown  University). 

Annual  Catalogues;  American  and  Eng-  MacPhei*son's  Hand-book  of    Politics, 

lish,  1892.     (Trade  bibliography).  1892.     (Official  and  political; 

Annual    Index    to    Periodicals,     1892.  United  States). 

(Fletcher's.)    (Periodical  indexes).  Manual  of  American  Water-works,  1891. 
Annual    Statistician  and    Economist,  (Statistical ;  water-works). 

1892.     (McCarty.)     (Statistical).       Mercury    Annual     Illustrated,    imi* 
Barker's  Facts  and  Figures,  1892.  (Sta-  (Xewport.)     (Local). 

tistical.)  Musical   Year-book,  1892.     (Wilson's.) 

Catholic  Directory,  Ecclesiastical  Reg-  (Music). 

ister,  and  Almanac,  1803.*    (Cath-  New-England  Almanac,  1892.*    (Tariff 

olic).  reform). 

Constitutional  Year  Book,  1892.     (Offi-  Photographic    Mosaics,     1892.      (Wil- 

cial  and  statistical ;  Great  Britain).  sou's).     (Photography). 

Crockford's  Clerical    Directory,   1892.  Poor's  Manual   of  Investment  Securi- 

(Church  of  England).  ties,  1892.     (Financial). 

Daily    News    Almanac     and  Political  Poor's    M^anual     of     Railroads,    1892. 

Register,  1892.     (Chicago).    (Polit-  (Railroads). 

ical  and  statistical). 


1  Includes  buth  additions  to  library,  and  special  lists,  etc. 

"  The  year  printed  against  each  entry  is  that  of  the  latest  issue  received. 
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Providence   Almanac,    1893.      (Local;  Statesman's  Year  Book,    1893.      (Offi 

statistical).  cial  and  statistical). 

Providence   Directory,   1892.    (Local;  Statistical  Year  Book  of  Canada,  1892.* 

statistical).  (Official  and  statistical). 

Providence    Journal    Almanac,     1893.  Tribune  Almanac  (New  York),   1893. 

(Local;  statistical).  (Political  and  statistical). 

Providence   Post  Office    Year    Book,  United  States  of    America.      Congres- 

1892.*    (Local;  statistical).  sional  Directory,  1892.*      (Official 

Providence  Tax  Book,   1892.     (Finan-  and  statistical). 

cial).  United   States   of   America.      Official 

Public    Ledger     Almanac,     (Philadel-         Register,  1892.*    (Biennial).     (Offi- 

phia),  1893.     (Political  and  statisti-         cial). 

cal).  Whitaker's  Almanack,  1893.     (Statisti- 

Publishers'    Trade  List  Annual,  1892.         cal). 

(Trade  bibliogiaphy).  World    Almanac    (New    York),    1893. 

Record  of    Scientific  Progress,     1891.  (Political  and  statistical). 

(Grimshaw).     (Scientific).  Year-book  of  the  Societies  of  Descend- 

Rliode  Island  Manual,  1892.*    (Official,         ants    of     the    Revolution,     1891. 

historical,  and  statistical).  (Historical,  genealogical,  and  sta- 

Scientific   American    Reference  Book,  tistical.) 

1893.     (Statistical  and  mechanical).  Year's  (The)    Naval    Progress,    1892. 

(Naval). 


SUMMARY. 

A .  General  list  of  periodicals 204 

B.  Serial  publications,  chiefly  of  organizations,  governments,  etc 97 

C       Annuals  and  biennials,  including  iilmanacs,  etc 47 

Total 348 

COPIES   TAKEN    FOR  CIRCULATION. 

Additional  copied  are  taken,  for  this  purpose,  of  the  following: 

Atlantic  Monthly,  Nineteenth  Century, 

(>entury.  North  American  Review, 

Cosmopolitan,  Popular  Science  Monthly, 

Forum,  Saint  Nicholas, 

Harper's  Magazine,  ScribneWs  Magazine. 

New  England  Magazine,  Wide  Awake. 

•  (jin. 
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A  classified  regrouping  of  the  periodicals y  serials^  etc,^  named  above, 

1.  Literarp  and  critUxU  journals.    Nation,*  Critic,  Literary  World,  Dial,  Literary  News,*  Book 

Notes,*  (Am.);*  and  Quarterly  Reylew,*  Edinburgh  Review,^  Westminster  Reriew,' 
Blackwood's,*  Athenseum,*  Academy,*  Saturday  Review,*  Spectator,*  Speaker,*  (Eng.) 

2.  Studies  of  language  and  literature,    American  Journal  of  Philology,  Harvard  Universitx 

Studies  and  Notes  in  Philology  and  Literature,  Dante  Society  Reports,  (Am.);  Annual 
Burns  Chronicle,  (Eng.) 

3.  Phonetic,  shorthand,  etc.    Frank  Harrison's  Shorthand  Magazine,    (Am.) ;    and  Phonetic 

Journal,  (Eng.) 

4.  Selections,  reprints,  etc.    LittelPs  Living  Age,  Literary  Digest,  Literary  News,*    CnrreDt 

Literature,  Public  Opinion,  Quarterly  Register  of  Current  History,*  Review  of  Reviews, 
Weekly  Review,*  (references  to  daily  newspapers),  (Am.) 

5.  Indexes  to  periodical  literature.    Annual  Index  to  Periodicals,  Index  to  the  Periodical  Lit- 

erature of  the  World, The  Reader,  Weekly  Review,'  (Am.) 

6.  TYade  bibliography.    Annual  Catalogues;  American  and  English,  Publishers*  Trade  List 

Annual,  Publishers'  Weekly,  (Am.);  and  Bookseller,  Publishers'  Circular,  (Eng.) 

7.  Special  bulletins  of  current  publicatioM.     Schoenhofs  Monthly  Bulletin,  Catalogue  Men* 

suel.  Bulletin  Mensuel,  Westermann's  German  Literary  Bulletin,  (For.);  Monthly 
Record  of  Scientific  Literature,*  (Van  Nostrand's),  Spon's  Monthly  List  of  EngineeriDf 
Books,*  (Sclent.);  and  United  States  Government  Publications,  (Govt,  pub.) 

8.  J^ibraryjnanagement.    Library  Journal,  Proceedings  of  the  American  Library  Asaodation, 

(Am.);  and  Library,  (Eng.) 

9.  Special  journals  of  individual  libraries.    Bulletin,  (Boston  Public  Library) ;  Books,  (Den- 

ver Public  Library) ;  Bulletin, Jersey  City  Public  Library);  Bulletin,  (T^wrenoe  Public 
Library);  Bulletin,  (Los  Angeles  Public  l^ibrary);  Quarterly  Index,  (Milwaukee  Pub- 
lic Library) ;  Quarterly  Bulletin,  (Minneapolis  Public  Library) ;  Bulletin,  (Jersey  City 
Public  Library);  Library  News,  (Newark  Public  Library);  Bulletin,  (Salem  Public  Li- 
brary); Library  Bulletin,  (Springfield  City  Library);  Bulletin  of  Additions,  (Worcester 
Free  Public  Library) ;  Library  Record,  (Worcester  Free  Public  Library) ;  Bulletin  of  Addi- 
tions, (Beaton  Athenaeum);  Bulletin,  (Brooklyn  Library);  Bulletin,  (Hartford  Librarr); 
Bulletin,  (New  York  Mercantile  Library);  Bulletin,  (Library  Company  of  Philadelphia); 
Bulletin,  (Mercantile  Library,  Philadelphia) ;  State  Library  Bulletin,  (New  York  State 
Library);  Bibliographipal  Contributions,  (Bowdoin  College  Library);  Library  Bulletin, 
^Cornell  I'niveraity  Library);  Bibliographical  Contributions,  (Hansard  College  Library). 
(Am.) 

10.  History.    Magazine  uf  American  History,  Quarterly  Itegister  of  Current  History,^  Magazine 

of  New  England  History, ^  Narragansett  Historical  Register,^  New  England  Magaxine.' 
Southern  Historical  MagHzino,  Round  Table.^  Yale  Iteview,  Annual  report  of  American 
Historical  Association,  Proceedings  of  the  American  Antiquarian  Society,  Proceedings  of 
the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  Collections  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Sodetj, 
Proceedings  of  the  iihoilc  Island  Historical  Society,  Collections  of  the  Rhode  Island  His- 
torical Society.  Nebraska  Historical  Society  Bulletin,  Historical  Collections  of  the  Essex 
Institute,  Bulletin  of  the  Essex  Institute, >  Publications  of  the  Worcester  Society  of  An- 
tiquity, Salem  Press  Historical  and  Genealogical  Record,^  Hyde  Park  Historical  Record, 
Personal  Narratives  of  the  Soldiers'  and  Sailors*  Historical  Society  of  Rhode  Island,  Ohio 
Commandery  of  the  Loyal  Legion  Sketches  of  War  History,  OfRcial  Records  of  the  Union 
and  Confederate  Armies,  Harvard  Historical  Monographs,  Fay  House  Monographs,  Col- 
umbia College  Studies  in  History,  Economics,  ctc.,^  Johns  Hopkins  University  Studies  in 
Historical  and  Political  Science;'  also,  "  Extra  Volumes;  "^  Leland  Stanford  Junior  Uni- 


»  Explanation  of  abbreviations,—"  Am.,"  American;  "  Eng.,"  English;  **Cont.,"ContiDeB- 
tal;  "For.,"  Foreign;  "Germ.,"  German;  "Scieiit.,"  Scientific;  "Govt,  pub.,*'  GovenBent 
publications. 

*  Entered  also  under  other  heading.''. 
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venity  Monographs  In  HUtory  and  Economics,*  Old  Sooth  Leaflets,  American  History 
Leaflets,  Prince  Society  Publications,  Munsell's  Historical  Series,  Rhode  Island  Histori- 
cal Tracts,  New  England  Historical  and  Genealogical  Register,*  (Am.);  and  English 
Historical  Review,  (Eng.) 

11.  Biography  and  Genealogy.    New  England  Historical  and  Genealogical  Register,^  Salem 

Press  Historical  and  Genealogical  Record,*  Magazine  of  New  England  History,*  Narra- 
gansett  Historical  Register,*  (Am.) 

12.  Geography t  ^c*    Appalachia,  Outing,  (Am.);  Petermann's  Mitteilungen,  (Germ.) 

13.  Religion,  ethics,  theology,  etc.    Crockford*s  Clerical  Directory,  American  Cbarch  Almanac, 

Catholic  Directory,  Catholic  World,*  Catholic  Reading  Circle  Review,  Jewish  Messenger, 
Path,  Open  Court,  New  World,  Andover  Review,*  Hartford  Seminary  Record,  New 
Jerusalem  Magazine,  Manifesto,  American  Board  Almanac,  Providence  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  Notes,  Sunday  School  Times,  (Am.);  and  Critical  Review,  (Eng.) 

H.  Xalural  science.  American  Journal  of  Science,  Journal  of  the  Franklin  Institute,  Popular 
Science  Monthly,  American  Naturalist,  Science,  Annual  Report  of  the  Smithsonian  In< 
stitution.  Miscellaneous  Contributions  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  Bulletin  of  the 
United  States  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey,  Proceedings  of  the  American  Association  for 
the  Advancement  of  Science,  Bulletin  of  the  Essex  Institute,  Forest  and  Stream,  Ama- 
teur Sportsman,  American  Monthly  Microscopical  Journal,  Microscope,  Ornithologist 
and  Otilogist,  Auk,  Psyche,  (Am.);  and  Nature,  Journal  of  the  Society  of  Chemical 
Industry,  (Eng.) 

1.^.  yfeteorology.  Monthly  Weather  Review,  Bulletin  of  the  New  England  Weather  Service, 
Ohio  Weather  and  Crop  Service  Bulletin,*  (Am.) 

10.  Astronomy,  American  Ephemeris  and  Nautical  Almanac,  Tale  University  Astronomical 
Observatory  Annals,  (Am.^ 

17.  Agriculture.  American  Agriculturist,  Bulletin  of  the  Rhode  Island  Agricultural  Experi- 
ment  Station,  Bulletin  of  the  Connecticut  Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  Bulletin  of 
the  Massachusetts  Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  Bulletin  of  the  New  Hampshire 
Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  Bulletin  of  the  Vermont  Agricultural  Experiment  Sta- 
tion, Bulletin  of  the  Cornell  University  Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  United  States 
Department  of  Agriculture  Monthly  Report  on  Crops,  Ohio  Weather  and  Crop  Service 
Bulletin,]  (Am.) 

liS.  horticulture  and  lAindscape  Gardening.  American  Gardening,  American  Florist,  Garden 
and  Forest,  Providence  Public  Park  Association  Publications,*  (Am.) 

!!•.  yfcdicine  and  Honitary  science.  Transactions  of  the  Rhode  Island  Medical  Society,  Rhode 
Island  Medical  Monthly,  Monthly  Bulletin  of  the  Rhode  Island  State  Board  of  Health, 
Gymnasium,'  American  Public  Health  Association  Publications,  (Am.)  ( 

20.  Engineering.    Transactions  of  the  American  Society  of  Civil  Engineers,  Transactions  of 

the  American  Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers,  Transactions  of  the  American  Institute 
of  Electrical  Engineers,  Engineering  News,  Engineering  Magazine,  American  Engl- 
neer  and  liailroad  Journal,)  Monthly  Record  of  Scientific  Literature,*  (Van  Nostrand's), 
Spon's  Monthly  List  of  Engineering  Books,*  Good  Roads,*  Manual  of  American  Water- 
works,  ( Am.) ;  and  Engineering,  Transactions  of  the  Society  of  Engineers,  (Eng.) 

21.  nnilroads.    Uailroad  Gazette,  American  Engineer  and  Railroad  Journal,*  National   Car 

and  l^ocomotive  Builder,  Poor's  Manual  of  Railroads,*  (Am.) 

22.  Kltdridty.     Transactions  of  the  American  Institute  of  Electrical  Engineers,  Electrical 

World,  Electrical  Enterprise,  Electrical  Review,  (Am.) 
21.  ^fanu/acturest  inventions,  patents,  etc.  Inventive  Age,  Scientific  American,  Scientific 
American  Supplement,  Scientific  American  Reference  Book,  Official  Gazette  of  the  United 
States  Patent  Office,  Textile  Manufacturing  Record,  Der  Techniker,  Iron  Age,  Jeweler's 
Weekly,!  (Am.) ;  and  Industries,  Textile  Manufacturer,*  Journal  of  the  Society  of  Chemi- 
cal Industry,  (Eng.) 

'  Including  travel,  exploration,  mountain  climbing,  etc. 
3  Entered  also  under  other  headings. 
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34.  MiactUaneoua  pradieai  science.  Practical  Mechanic,  American  Machiniit.  Sdentiflo  Amerf- 
can,  Scientiiio  American  Supplement,  Scientific  Amerlsan  Reftrence  Book,  Journal  of 
the  Franklin  Institate,  Monthlj  Record  of  Scientific  Literature,  (Van  Noatraod's).* 
Spon'8  Monthly  List  of  Engineering  Books,*  (Am.) ;  and  English  Meebanie,  (Eiig.) 

25.  Commerce,  Jtnance,  etc,  Bradstreet's,  Commercial  and  Financial  Chronicle,  I nveator's  Sup- 

plement to  the  Commercial  and  Financial  Chronicle,  Poor's  Manaal  of  Inreatment  Securi- 
ties, Poor's  Manual  of  Railroads,*  Proceedings  of  the  American  Bankers'  Aasodation, 
Bankers*  Magazine,  Banking  Law  Journal,*  Oflicial  Statements  of  the  Proridenoe  Banks, 
Publications  of  the  Advance  Club,  Worcester  Commercial  and  Board  of  Trade  Montlilj, 
Pawtucket  Commercial  Bulletin,  Publications  of  the  American  Economic  Association,^ 
Travelers'  Record,*  United  States  Consular  Reports,*  United  States  Conaular  Reports, 
Special,*  Bulletin  of  the  United  States  Eleventh  Census,*  Reports  of  the  United  States 
Eleventh  Census,*  (Am.) ;  Industries,*  (Eng.) 

26.  Education,    Proceedings  of  the  American  Institute  of  Education,  Educational  Review, 

Pedagogical  Seminary,  Education,  Journal  of  Education,  Learner  and  Teacher,  Edu- 
cational Monographs  of  the  New  York  College  for  the  Training  of  Teachers,  Univer- 
sity Magazine,  Chautauquan,*  University  Extension,  Proceedings  of  the  National  Cod- 
ferenoe  of  University  Extension,  Kindergarten  Magazine. 

27.  Pitblicatione  representing  individual  colleges.    Bulletin  of  Harvard  University,  University 

Bulletin  of  Columbia  College,  Johns  Hopkins  University  Circulars;  also  Harvard  Gradu- 
ates' Magazine;  also  Brown  Magazine,'  Brunonian,*  Tuftonian;  also  Liber  Bruneniis. 

28.  Social  movements,  r^orms,  etc.    Charities  Review,  Proceedings  of  the  National  Conference 

of  Charities  and  Corrections,  Publications  of  the  American  Public  Health  Assodatioo, 
Publlcationsof  the  American  Economic  Association,*  Journal  of  Social  Science,*  Social 
Economist,  Twentieth  Century,  Far  and  Near.  Journal  of  Zouphlly,  Indian's  Friend. 
Free  Russia,  Good  Government,  Good  Roads,*  Publications  of  the  Providence  Public 
Park  Association,*  Publications  of  the  Advance  Club.* 

29.  Tariff.    American  Economist,  Home  Market  Bulletin,  Nation,*  New  England  Almanac. 

30.  Manuals  of  government,  politics,  administration,  etc.    Official  Register  of  the  United  States. 

Congressional  Directory,  Congressional  Record,  New  York  State  Library  Bulletin, 
Ubode  island  Manual,*  Providence  Directory,*  Johnston  Directory,  Providence  Tax 
Book,!  Providence  Journal  Almanac,*  Mercury  Annual  Illustrated,*  (Newport),  Provi- 
dence  Post  Office  Year  Book,*  United  States  Official  Postal  Guide,  Postal  Record,  Good 
Government,  MacPherson's  Handbook  ol  Politics,  Tribune  Almanac,*  World  Almanac,* 
Daily  News  Almanac  and  Political  Register,*  (Chicago),  Annual  Statistician,*  Appleton's 
Annual  Cyclopaedia,*  (Am.) ;  also  Statistical  Year  Book  of  Canada,  (Can.) ;  also  SUtes- 
man's  Year  Book,  Constitutional  Year  Book,  Dod's  Peerage,  etc.,*  Barker's  Facts  and 
Figures,  HazcU's  Annual,  Whitaker's  Almanack,  (Eng.);  also  Almanach  de  Gotba, 
(Cout.) 

31.  Law.    Reports  of  the  American  Bar  Association,  Albany  Law  Journal,  Banking  Law  Jour- 

nal,* (Am.) 

32.  Army  and  navy.    United  Service,  Tlie  Year's  Naval  Progress,  (Am.);  and  Admiralty  Hor*e 

Guards  Gazette,  (Bng.) 

33.  Heraldry.    Dod's  Peerage,  etc.,*  (iCng.) 

34.  Folklore.    Journal  of  American  Folk-lore,*  (Am.);  Folk-lore  Journal,*  (Eng.) 

35.  Miscellaneous  economic  and  political  discH^Hsion.    Publications  of  the  American  Economic 

Association,*  Annals  of  the  American  Academy  of  Political  and  Social  Science,  (Quar- 
terly Publications  of  the  American  Statistical  Association,*  Journal  of  Social  Science,* 
Publications  of  the  University  of  I'ennsylvania,  Johns  Hopkins  University  Studies  in  His- 
torical and  Political  Science,'  Leland  Stanford  Junior  University  Monographs  in  lii^ 


*  Entered  also  under  other  headings. 
^  Insurance. 
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toryandEooBomlotiiOoliiBibUGolleitStadiM  in  Hlitonr,  Eooaomlflt,  ete.,i  Polttloftl 
SdeDoe  Qumrterly,  (ColiiBiMa  CoUeft).  Qstrterly  JonriuU  of  Eoonomlot,  (Harnvd  Unl^ 
▼enity).  Quarterly  Jonnud  of  PolUlflAl  Beonomy,  (Unlrenlty  of  ChiMgo),  Nation,  Fab* 
lioatlons  of  the  Advanee  Clnb,'  (Am.) ;  Satorday  Reriew.i  8peetator,i  Speaker,!  (ICngO 

36.  SUaiitici,   Quarterly  Pablloatlons  of  the  Amerlean8taUittealAiioeiation,iBBlletint  of  tho 

United  Statea  Elerenth  Cenins,i  Report!  of  the  United  States  Elerenth  Cenrai,!  United 
States  Consular  Reports,^  United  States  Consular  Reports,^  Special,  Appleton's  Annual 
Cyelopadia,  Annual  Statistioian  and  Eoonomlst,  Houffhtaliag's  Hand-book  of  Useftil  In- 
formation;  Tribune  Almanae,!  World  Almanao,'  Public  Ledger  Almanac,^  Dally  News 
Almanac  and  PoUtleat  Register,^  Mercury  Annual  Illustrated,^  Proridence  Journal 
Almanac,!  Proridence  Almanac,  ProTidence  Directory,  J<rtmston  Directory,  Providence 
Tax  Book,  Rhode  Island  Manual,  (Am.);  Statesman's  Year  Book,  Hasell's  Annual 
Barker's  Facts  and  Figures,  Whitaker's  Almanack,  (Eng.) 

37.  Art.   Art  Amateur,  (Am.);  Portfolio,  (Eng.);  L*Art  pour  Tons,  (Cont.) 

38.  De$ignandUt  applieaiton.    Art  Interchange,  Jeweler's  Weekly,^  (Am.);  Textile  Manu- 

facturer,! (Eng.) ;  Gewerbehalle,  L*  Art  pour  Tons,  (Cont.) 

39.  Architecture,    Proceedings  of  the  Amerlcvn  Institute  of  Architects,  American  Arehitect* 

Architectural  Record,  Building  Budget,  Architecture  and  Buikling,  Modem  Architec- 
tural Designs  and  Details,  (Am.) 

40.  Arehaology.    Papers  of  the  Archswlogical  Institute  of  America,  American  Journal  of 

Archaeology,  Journal  of  American  Ethnology  and  Archeology,  Journal  of  American  Folk 
lore,!  American  Journal  of  Numismatics,  American  Notes  and  Queries,  (Am.) ;  Egypt 
Exploration  Fund  Publications,  Folk-lore  Journal,!  Notes  and  Queries,  (Eng.) 

41.  Art  coUecthntt  eic.   Collector,  American  Journal  of  Numismatics,  American  Philatelist, 

(Am.) 

42.  Fashiont.    Harper's  Basar,  (Am). 

43.  Photography,    Sun  and  Shade,  Wilson's  Photographic  Magasine,  Wilson's  Photographlo 

Mosaics,  American  Annual  of  Photography,  (Am.);  British  Journal  of  Photography, 
(Kng.) 

44.  Mutic   Musical  Year-book,  (Am.) 

45.  Exercise,  sports,  etc,     tiymnasinm,!  Outing,  Amateur  Sportsman,  Forest  and  Stream^ 

(Am.) 

46.  Humorous.    Life,  Puck,  Judge,  (Am.);  Punch,  (Bug.) 

47.  Juvenile  publications.    St.  Nicholas,  Wide  Awake,  Harper's  Young  People,  Youth's  Com- 

panion, (Am.) 

46.  LoaU  publications.  Rhode  Island.  Proridence  Daily  Journal,  Providence  Sunday  Journal^ 
Rhode  Island  Democrat,  Rhode  Islander,  Record-Visitor,  Brown  Magasine,!  Brunonlan,! 
Liber  Brunensis,  Book  Notes,!  Providence  Young  Men's  Christian  Association 
Notes,!  Publications  of  tlie  Advance  Club,!  Rhode  Island  Manual,!  Providence 
Journal  Almanac,!  Providence  Almanac,!  Providence  Directory,!  Johnston  Directory,! 
Providence  Tax  Book,!  (Providence) ;  L'Esp^rance,  (Central  Falls);  Narragansett  His- 
torical  Register,!  (Hamilton) ;  Magasine.of  New  England  History,!  Mercury  Annual  II- 
Instrated,!  (Newport). 

40.    Local  publications.    BawaU.    Paradise  of  the  Padflc 

50.  Generator  miscellameous pubUeations.  North  American  Review,  Forum,  Arena,  Atlantic 
Monthly,  Harper's  Magasine,*  Century,*  Scribner's  Magasine,*  Cosmopolitan,*  New 
England  Magasine,*  LIppincott's,  Catholic  World,!  Yale  Review,  AndoverReview,i  Chau- 
tauqnan,!  Callfomian,*  Round  Table,!  Nation,!  Epoch,  Book  Notes,!  IUustrate<1  Amer- 
ican,* Harper's  Weekly,*  New  England  Staaten  Zeitung,  (Am.);  Nineteenth  Century, 
Contemporary  Review,  Fortnightly  Review,  Blackwood's,  Westminster  Review,!  Quar- 
terly Review,*  Edinburgh  Review,!  English  Illustrated  Magasine,*  Athenieum,!  Acad- 
emy.i  Saturday  Review*,  Spectator,*  Speaker,*  Illustrated  London  News,*  (Eng.) ;  Ueber 
Land  und  Meer,*  (Cent.) 


*  Entered  also  under  other  headings. 

*  Illustrated. 
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QEXERAL  STATEMENT  OF  THE  YEAR*8  GROWTH. 


Books  in  circulation 

Reports 

Books  for  reference 

Add  books  from  Franklin  Lyceum 


s 

»-3 


30,630 

15,352 

2,153 

4,571 


Total !    58,712 
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3,250 

382 

1,020 

55 

240 

30 

4,531 

407 

a 


39,510 
16,326 

2,369 
4,571 

62,776 


APPENDIX   NO.   3. 


SOl'UCES   OF    ACCKSSIONS. 


.Sorii(  Ks. 


Xo., 

Jan.  1, 

1802. 


A. — Purchases I  31,117 

/?.— Gifts 32,26.> 

1 
C— Exchanges,  transfers,  etc i     1,809 

Total  added  from  beginning '   05,281 

Deduct  total  withdrawals 

Present  total 


Added       No., 
iu       ;  Jan.  1, 


1892. 


2,924 


189a. 


34,041 


1,387  i  33,652 
220       2,119 


4,531 


69,812 
7,036 
62.776 
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APPENDIX   NO.   4. 

GROSS  AND  NET  INCREA8K. 


GAIN. 


^.— From  gifts 1,387 

B. — From  tran8fer8,excliange,etc.    220 

C — From  purchases 2,924 

Total  gain 4,531 

Deducting  total  loss 4(M 

Net  gain 4,064 

Ni).  of  vols.,  Jan.  1,  1892 58,712 

Present  no.,  Jan.  1,  1893.. 62,776 


LOSS. 


Books  given  away,  condemned, 

etc 467 

Xo.  previously  withdrawn 6,569 

Total  to  Dec.  31,  1892 7,036 

Vols,  in  library  Jan.  1,  1893 62,776 

Total  accessions  from  be- 
ginning     69,812 


APPENDIX   NO.    5. 

CLASSIFICATION'  OF   ACCESSIONS. 


KANK   IN  NO.  OF  VOLS.  ADDED  IN  1892.    i    HANK  IN  PRESENT  TOTAL  NO.  OF  VOLS. 


1. 
't 

•"» 
'J. 

4. 

r.. 
< . 

s. 

1*. 

10. 

11. 
12. 


Fiction  [adult] 460 

Miscellaneous  literature. . .  417 

General  class 411 

Biography 411 

Social  science 327 

History 313 

Art 310 

•Practical  science 226 

Geography 204 

Philosophical  science 163 

Natural  science 134 

Fiction  [juvenile] 126 

3.502 
Unclassified 1,029 

4,531 
No.  of  vols.  Jan.  1,  1892 58.712 

63,24;] 
Deduct  withdrawals 467 

62,776 


1.  Fiction  [adult] 5,622 

2.  History 5,618 

3.  General  class 4,912 

4.  Biography 4,523 

5.  Miscellaneous 4,502 

6.  Social  science 4,039 

7.  Geography 3,339 

8.  Philosophical  science 2,559 

9.  Practical  science 2,127 

10.  Fiction  [juvenile] 1,990 

11.  Natural  science 1,812 

12.  Art 1,477 

42,520 

Total  classified 42,520 

Add  those  unclassified 20,256 

62,776 


28 


PROVIDENCE   PUBLIC   LIBRARY. 


APPENDIX  NO.  6. 

UEQISTRATION  TABULATED  BY  WARDS. 

Number  of  cards  in  use  Jan.  1,  1802 14,632 

Number  of  cards  issued,  189J 3JS6 

Number  of  cards  cancelled,  1892 Ifrt 

Number  in  use  at  present,  (Dec.  31,  1892) 17.712 

UEOISTRATION  BY  WARDS,  1892. 

1.  Fifth 414 

2.  Fourth 400 

3.  Seventh .Tw 

4.  Eighth 'Xy> 

5.  Second 354 

0.     Ninth 015 

7.  Sixth sort 

8.  First 270 

0.     Third 2»H 

10.     Tenth m 

3. 172 

SUMMARY. 

Total  (2)  East  side  wai-ds 63.' 

Total  (6)  West  side  wards 2,14.*) 

Third  and  Tenth  wards m 

.".,172 


TOTAL   REGISTRATION   HY   WARDS,    1888-92. 


Name  of 

THE 
Ward. 


Rank  of  wnrds 

by  population. 

Jnn.  1,  lb93.* 


Tenth 21,19» 

Third 18,248 

Firat 15,ltfl 

Ninth 14,781 

Second H,73U 

Sixth 14,3-22 

Eighth 13,940 

Firth 13.630 

Seventh 13,257 

Fourth 9,644 

148,944 


Rank  of  wards  by  number  of 
names  registered  up  to  Dec. 
31,  1892. 


Fourth 2,605 

Fifth 2,365 

Second 2,174 

Eighth 1,970 

Ninth 1,846 

Seventh 1,845 

First 1,778 

Sixth 1,632 

Tenth 1,073 

Third 979 

18,167 
Cancelled 455 

17,712 


Percentage  of  registration  in 
each  ward  to  the  populatioa 
of  the  ward. 


Fourth es.* 

Fifth 17.J 

Second I4.r 

Eighth 14.1 

Seventh 13.9 

Ninth 1J.4 

First 11.: 

Sixth il.J 

Tliird 5.J 

Tenth 5.0 


*  Ceniufl  of  Health  Department,  Jan.  1,  18^. 
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APPENDIX  NO.  7. 

CIRCULATION. 


[A.] 

AOORBOATE    FOR 

KIPTBBN    YBAR8. 

1st  year. 

2d  year.   1 

1 

i 

• 

t 
£ 

1 
5th  year. 

• 

1 

• 

Total  number  of  vol- 
umes  used  at  the  11- 
brar  V 

14,007 
00,685 

10,427 
08.386 

7.32S 
67.6S0 

6,867 
88,820 

8,076 
82,510 

0,802 
85,486 

27,406 
03.011 

Total  number  taken 
for  home  use 

Total  in  both  classes. 

101,602 

103.813 

74.842 

00,177 

00,504 

04378 

100,417 

[A.] 

• 

.» 

• 

• 

AGORBOATE  FOR 

• 
0) 

• 
%m 

1 

>» 

s 

a. 

s 

Ji 

J3 

Si 

jB 

J3 

J3 

FIFTEEN  YEARS. 

Si 

1 

s 

n 

« 

«5 

to 

30 

w* 

w* 

r* 

^H 

^i^ 

CONCLUDED. 

Total  number  of  vol- 

1 

1 

umes  used  at  the  li- 

brary  

20.100 

14,182 

.  13.657 

10,005 

11.485 

15.3i0 

10.145 

25,055 

Total    number  taken 

for  home  use 

83.587 

82,170 

77.047 

7i.l01 

73.280 

70.240 

78,102 

86,801 

Total  in  both  classes. 

113.687 

06.371 

00.704 

1 

83,006 

8«,7i4 

04.508 

07,247 

111,016 

[B.J    Use  of  thk  library  within  the  room,  1802.* 


Largest  use  on  any  day 
Smallest  on  any  day... 
Largest  In  any  week... 
Smallest  In  any  week., 
largest  in  any  month. 
Smiulest  in  anv  month 
Average  monthly  use.. 
Average  weekly  use. . . 
Average  daily  use.  360 

days 

Total  in  the  year. . . . 


BOOKS  CONSULTED. 


liar.  6]  (Sunday)  186 

Aug.  12] 10 

March  20-26]...  086 

Aug.  7-13] 105 

March] 8.301 

July] 1.303 

2.0W4- 

481+ 


60+ 
25.055 


PERIODICALS.  ETC. 


Ifarch  10] 275 

Deo.25] 42 

March  1^10]..  1,000 

Vuly  10-16] 404 

March] 4,113 

December] 2.601 

3,241+ 

748+ 


[C]   BOOKR TAKEN  FOR 
HOME  USB.  1802. 


<s» 


108+ 
88,002 


March  26] 614 

Jan.6] 183 

March  20-26]..   2.234 
July  24-30]....    1.206 

March] 0,064 

August] 5,658 

7.240+ 

1.670+ 


241+ 
86.801 


«  The  total  Sunday  use  of  the  library  (52  Sundays)  is  7,603;  the  largest  use  on  any  day* 
(March  6)  being  303. 
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[D]      CLASSIFICATION  OF  CIRCULATION. 

(1)    By  the  cloMification  adopted  in  this  library, 

(1)  Fiction  [adult] 88,886  )  .g  516  60  424-  i  ^'^^ 

Fiction  [juvenile] 13,630  J     w.  ^t  ^  ^^^^ 

(2)  History 5,804 6.78+ 

(3)  Geography 4,726 5.43-f- 

(4)  Biography 4,6;i6 5.83-1- 

(5)  Miscellaneous  literature 4,262 4.67+ 

(6)  General  class 3,108 3.8l-f- 

(7)  Practical  science 2,671 3.07+ 

(8)  Social  science 2,525 2.110+ 

(9)  Natural  science 2,507 2.88+ 

(10)  Art 2,306 2.75-f- 

(11)  Philosophical  science 1,650 1.S0+ 


Total 86,891 100 

(2)    By  the  classification  adopted  by  the  American  Library  Association, 
A.    Literary  classes. 

Juveniles 13,ft>«> 

Prose  fiction 38,S86 

Essays,  poetry,  drama,  etc  7jl9f< 

Periodicals,  Literary « fu^ 


Total,  Literary  classes 59,780 

B.  Historical  classes. 

Geography  and  travels 4^726 

Biography 4,^ 

History 5^8M 

Total,  Historical  classes 15,256 

C.  Arts  and  sciences. 

Fine  arts 2,396 

Industrial  arts 2,671 

Natural  science 2,507 

Philology 106 

Social  and  political  science 2^fij5 

Philosophy 1^660 

Total,  Arts  and  sciences 11,866 

Summary, 

Literary  classes 69,780  ) 

Historical  classes 15,266  {  86,891 

Arts  and  sciences 11,865  ) 
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(3)    By  the  classijlcation  adopted  by  the  Rhode  Uland  Board  of  Education, 

Fiction 52,516 

Science  and  art 11,749 

History 5,804 

Biograpliy 4,636^ 

Geography  and  travels 4,726 

Miscellaneous 3,108 

Literature  and  language 2,335 

Poetry  and  drama 1,927 


86,891 


APPENDIX  NO.   8. 


RANK  OF  MONTHS  IN  CIRCULATION  AND  REGISTRATION. 
[Compare  also  Appendices  Nos.  6  and  7.] 


CIRCULATION. 


1.  March 9,0(M 

2.  February...  8,332 

3.  April 8,231 

4.  November.  .7,87*i 

5.  December... 7,068 

6.  October 7,553 

7.  Janoary.... 7,421 

8.  May 7,110 

0.  September.. 6,220 

10.  Jane.. 6,106 

11.  July 6,666 

13.    August 6,668 

180,891 


KBOI8TRATION. 


1.  January... 

2.  March 

3.  February.. 

4.  October.... 
6.  November. 

6.  September 

7.  December. 

8.  April 

9.  May 

10.  Aujnist.... 

11.  July 

12.  June 


Total. 


6.33 
4.38 
416 
386 
SCO 
251 
861 
247 
219 
175 
166 
165 


^,581 


Subdivision!  of  total  registration. 


Non  resi- 
dents. 


89 

47 

43 

22 

13 

25 

12 

13 

14 

2 

5 

6 


291 


XpAi^liPrft  ' 

Johnston. 

special 
cards. 

Teachers  * 
cards. 

Others. 

4 

a 

8 
2 

A 

1& 

6 
16 

1 

4 

18 

1 

3 
1 

6 

*83 

1 

84 

Others. 


682 
878 
366 
292 
274 
206 
231 
220 
200 
169 
159 
144 


3,172 


>  The  order  of  arrangement  is  by  ranlc  of  the  nnmber  of  cards  in  these  two  columns  only. 
*  The  total  nnmber  of  school-cards  in  nse  is  860. 
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APPENDIX  NO.  9. 

ACCESSIONS,  CIRCULATION,   AND  REGISTRATION,   FOR  FIFTEEN   TEARS. 

Aooeiiions.                   Circalation.  BBgUintiw. 

[No.  of  vols,  at  beginning] 10,307 

Ist  year,  1878-79 3,491 90,085 10,7« 

2d  year,  1879-80 3,331 93,386 2,988 

3d  year,  1880 1,407 67,020 2^ 

4th  year,  1881 1,724 83,319 2,257 

5th  year,  1882 1,798 82,519 2,204 

6th  year,  1883 4,833 85,486 2,632 

7th  year,  1884 6,482 93,011 2,696 

8th  year,  1886 2,071 93,587 2,270 

9th  year,  1886 2,196 82,179 1,968 

10th  year,  1887 3,347 77,047 1,745 

11th  year,  1888 4,107 72,191 5,»5 

12th  year,  1889 5,044 73,239 *. 2,342 

13th  year,  1890 11,220 79,249 2,334 

14th  year,  1891 3,923 78,102 4,334 

15th  year,  1892 4,531 86,891 3,172 


Total 69.812 1,24^,511 49,9«8 

Average  yearly  accessions 4,654+ 

Average  yearly  circulation 82,567+ 

Average  yearly  registration  (for  3  years,  1890-92) 3,276+ 


APPENDIX  NO.   10. 

PEKIODICALS   AND   SERIALS   XEKDED  TO   COMPLETE   SETS. 

American  Agriculturist,  v.  7,  9-18.     [1848,  1850-59]. 

American  Almanac  [Spofford's],  v.  7.     [1884]. 

American  Architect,  v.  1,  17.     [1871].     [1885]. 

American  Association  for  the  Advancement  of   Science.     Proceedings,  1873i 

188.5-91. 
American  Bibliopolist,  v.  8.     [1870]. 

American  Gas-light  .Journal,  v.  1-25,  31-53.     [1864-77,  1879-90]. 
American  Institute  of  Architects.     Proceedings.     [1870-84], 
American  Journal  of  Insanity,  v.  1-12.     [1850-56J. 
American  Journal  of  Numismatics,  v.  1-13,  16-24.     [1866-79,  1881-01]. 
American  Journal  of  Science,  v.  109-110,  117-19.     [1875,  1879-80]. 
American  Machinist,  v.  1-2,  10.     [1877-78,  1887]. 
American  Monthly  Microscopical  Journal,  v.  1-11.     [1878-88]. 
American  Naturalist,  v.  0,  7,  9-10.     [1872-73,  1875-76]. 
American  Notes  and  Queries,  v.  1-2.      [1888-89]. 
American  Publisher's  Circular,  v.  1-2,  4-7.     [1855-56,  1858-61]. 
American  Review,  v.  2.     [1845]. 
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American  Whig  Review,  v.  1&-16.     [1852]. 

Annual  Register,  v.  52-134.     [1810-91]. 

Art  Amateur,  v.  1-12.     [1872-84]. 

Art  Journal,  v.  43-54.     [1881-92]. 

Artizan,  v.  1-3.     [1867-60]. 

Athenaeum  [English],  v.  2-100,  102-16.     [1828-77,  1879-90]. 

Atheneum  [American],  v.  1-13.     1817-23]. 

Bankers'  Magazine  [London],  v.  37-51.     [1877-91]. 

Baptist  Missionary  Magazine,  v.  1-30,   33-35,    38-50,    69-70.      [1821-50,     1853-55, 

1858-70,  1889-90]. 
Bibliotheca  Sacra,  v.  38-48.     [1881-91]. 
Bookmart,  v.  1-5.     [1883-88]. 
Boston  Journal  of  Chemistry,  v.  2-4.     [  1867-70] . 
Boston  Review,  v.  3,  5-6.     [1863,  1865-66]. 
Bradstreet's,  v.  1-8.     [1880-84]. 
British  Quarterly  Review,  v.  1-52.     [1844-70]. 
Brunonian,  v.  9,  11-13,  15.     [1875-76,  1878-80,  1881-82]. 
Builder,  v.  1-18,  30,  33-52.     [1843-60,  1871,  1875-90]. 
Catholic  World,  v.  1-2,  4-6,  16-44.     [1865-66,  1866-68,  1872-87]. 
Chambers*  Edinburgh  Journal,  v.  7,  21-95,     [1847,  1855-91], 
Chautauquan,  v.  1-2.     [1880-82]. 
Chemical  News,  v.  1,  3-26.     [1867,  1868-89]. 

Christian  Examiner,  v.  32,  35,  73,  8:5-87.     [1842-43,  1862,  1867-69]. 
Christian  Monitor,  v.  1.     [1805]. 
Christian  Observatory,  v.  1-2.     [1847-48]. 
Cliristian  Review,  v.  24,  26,  28.     [1859,  1861,  1863]. 
Civil  Service  Record,  v.  1-2.     [1881-82]. 
Cobbett's  Political  Register,  v.    2,  19,  21-24,  30-34,  36,  38,  48-50,    [1802,    1811, 

1812-13,  1817-19,  1820,  1821,  1822-24]. 
<;<>mmercial  and  Financial  Chronicle,  v.  1-5,  9-11.     [1865-68,  1874,  1875-81]. 
Common  School  Journal,  v.  2-10.     [1840-48]. 
Continent,  The,  v.  1-4.     [1881-8:3]. 
Cosmopolitan,  The,  v.  1-2.     [1886]. 
Cultivator,  v.  4.     [1846]. 
I)e  Bow's  Review,  v.  2-14,  18-34. 

do.  do.       2d  series,  v.  1-8. 

Dial,  [Boston],  v.  4.     [1844]. 
Dial,  [Chicago],  v.  4-10.     [1883-90]. 

Dwight's  Journal  of  Music,  v.  13-15,  18-30,  34-36.     [1850-59,  1861-70,  1874-75]. 
Eclectic  Magazine,  v.  1-16,  35,  38,  84, 98-119.     [1844-49, 1855, 1856, 1875,  1882-91]. 
Electrical  World,  v.  1-10.     [1883-88]. 
Electrician,  v.  1-2.     [1882-83]. 

Engineering,  v.  1-3,  18-19,  23,  43-50.     [1866-67,  1873-74,  1877,  1887-90]. 
Engineering  News,  v.  1-20. 

English  Mechanic  and  World  of  Science,  v.  1-29,  32,  33,  41,  45-48,  50.     [1865.] 
Every  Saturday,  v.  4-10,  13-17.     [1867-73,  1875-77]. 
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Famine,  La,  v.  1-20.    [1860-79]. 

Farmer  (The)  and  Mechanic,  v.  1,  6,  9.    [1845-47,  1850,  1852]. 

Far  and  Near,  v.  1.     [1891]. 

Forest  and  Stream,  v.  1-18.     [1872-81]. 

Frank  Leslie's  Illustrated  Newspaper,  v.  1-56,  61,  65.    [1855-83,  1885,  1887-88]. 

Galaxy,  v.  25.     [1878]. 

Gardener's  Monthly,  v.  1-20.    [1859-78]. 

Gartenlaiibe,  Die,  v.  1-16,  20,  21,  28.     [1853-68,  1872-73,  1880]. 

Graham's  Magazine,  v.  1-25,  27-29.     [1833-45,  1846-47]. 

Hardwicke's  Science  Gossip,  v.  1-5,  9-28.     [1866-70,  1873-92]. 

Harper's  Bazar,  v.  1-13,  16.     [1868-80,  1883]. 

Harper's  Weekly,  v.  10.     [1866]. 

Harper's  Young  People,  v.  1-2,  6,  8.     [1880-81,  18a5,  1887]. 

Hebrew  Student,  v.  1.     [1881-82]. 

Hours  at  Home,  v.  1,  3-4,  6-8,  11.     [1865,  1866-67,  1868-70]. 

Hunt*s  Merchant's  Magazine,  v.  61.     [1869]. 

lUustrated  Magazine  of  Art,  v.  1.     [1852]. 

International  Monthly  Magazine,  v.  1.     [1850]. 

Iron  Age,  v.  1-13,  15,  19,  22-24.     [1859-71,  1873,  1875,  1880-89]. 

Journal  of  American  Folk  Lore,  v.  1.     [1888]. 

Journal  of  Education,  (Boston),  v.  1-22.     [1874-85]. 

Journal   of  the  Franklin  Institute,  v.  1-4,  49-62,  64-72,  75-84,  86-88,  107-8,  110-11, 

IIV^24.     [1826-27,  1850-56,  1867-71,  186;^67,  1868-69,  1879,  1880-81,  1885-87]. 
Knickerhocker,  v.  1-7,  65.     [1833-36,  1865]. 
Latine,  v.  1.     [1882-83]. 
Life,  V.  1-12.     [1883-88]. 

Lippincoit's  Magazine,  v.  1-12,  18,  23-24.     [1868-73,  1876,  1879]. 
Literary  and  Tlieological  Review,  v.  1-2,  5-6.     [1834-35,  1838-39]. 
Literary  World,  (Boston),  v.  1-3,  6.     [1870-72,  1875]. 
Livre,  Le.     [1890-91]. 

London  and  Dublin  Magazine,  v.  1-7.     [1841-47]. 
London  Society,  v.  1-4,  7-10,  12-13.     [1862-63,  1866,  1867-68]. 
Manufacturer  and  Builder,  v.  1,  3-9.     [1869,  1871-77]. 
Massachusetts  Monthly,  v.  1-3.     [1791-92]. 
Massachusetts  Teacher,  v.  1-3.     [1848-50]. 
Missionary  Herald,   v.  1-26,   29-32,    35-38,    41-64.      [1805-30,    1833-86,     1839-42, 

184:)-($8]. 
Monthly  Religious  Magazine,  v.  22,  32,  35,  40-42,  48,  50-51.     [1859,  1866,  1868-69, 

1872,  187;^74]. 
Musical  Times,  v.  1-20,  24-25.     [1860-80,  1883-84]. 
National  Board  of  Health  Bulletin,  v.  1.     [1880-81]. 
Natur,  Die,  v.  1-3.     [1875-77]. 
New  England  Magazine,  v.  1-6.     [1886-89]. 

New  Enghmder,  v.  11,  20,  25,  32-36,  39-55.     [1853,  1861,  1866,  1872-77,  1879-91]. 
New  .JeruHalem  Magazine,  v.  1-8.     [1879-84]. 
New  York  Mirror,  v.  1-5,  13-15,  20.     [1823-27,  1835-37,  1842]. 
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Niles'  Register,  v.  31,  33-34,  36,  55-74.      [1826-27,  1827-28,  1829,  1888-48]. 

North  American  Review,  v.  6-7.     [1817-18]. 

Open  Court,  v.  1.     [1887-88]. 

Ornithologist  and  Oologist,  v.  1-8.     [1876-83]. 

Overland  Monthly,  v.  1-6,  10-40.     [1868-70,  1872-91]. 

Poor's  Manual  of  Railroads,  v.  1-2,  4-5,  7,  10,    12,      [1868-70,    1871-78,  1874-76, 

1877-79]. 
Portfolio,  (Dennie's),  v.  1.4,  6-12,  14-34.     [1801-4,  1806-8,  1810-25]. 
Portfolio  (Hainerton's),  v.  18.     [1887.] 
Poultry  World,  v.  1-3.     [1872-74]. 
Princeton  Review,  v.  1-25,  39.     [1829-58,  1867]. 
Prospective  Review,  v.  1-10.     [1845-54]. 

Providence  Directory,  [1825-35,  1839-40,  1842-43,  1846,  1848-49,  1851-52,  1854]. 
Psyche,  v.  1.     [1874-76]. 
Public  Opinion,  v.  1-7.     [1886-89]. 
Kevue  des  Deux  Mondes,  1st  period,  v.  1-100. 

do.  do.  2nd  period,  v.  1-3,  13,  43,  97. 

do.  do.  3rd  period,  v.  50-51,  53-54,  56,  58,  79  to  date. 

Rhode  Island  Historical  Magazine,  v.  1-2.     [1880-82]. 
Rural  Affairs,  v.  1-3.     [1864-67]. 
Saturday  Review,  v.    1-20,    28,   30,   32-35,   41-43,  49,  54-55.     [1856-69,  1869,  1870, 

1871-73,  1870-77,  1880,  1882-83]. 
Scientific  American,  v.  1-2.     [1845-46]. 
Spectator,  v.  1-52.     [1854-aS]. 

SUtesman's  Year-book,  v.  1-1.5,  21,     [1864-78,  1884]. 
Sun  and  Shade,  v.  1-3.     [1889-91]. 
Sunday  School  Times,  v.  1-27.     [1871-85]. 
Technische  Blatter,  v.  1-9.     [1869-77]. 

Telegraphic  Journal  and  Electrical  Review,  v.  1-18.     [1866-85]. 
Temple  Bar,  v.  10-26,  29-30,  39-93.     [1864-69,  1870,  1874-91]. 
Tribune  Almanac,  1885-90. 

Ueber  Land  und  Meer,  v.  1-22,  24-38.     [1859-70,  1871-77]. 
Unitarian  Review,  v.  11.     [1879]. 

United  States  Government  Publications,  [Hickcox's],  v.  1.     [1885-86], 
United  States  Magazine,  v.  5-10,  12-13,  15,  17.     [1839-42,  ia43-44,  1844-45]. 
Van  Nostrand's  Eclectic  Engineering  Magazine,  v.  ),  12-22.     [1869,  1875-80]. 
Westminster  Review,  V.  9,  14,  18-19,24,30-31,33,49,   54,   58,    127.     [1827,1830, 

laS;^,  1836,  18:^39,  1848,  1850,  1852,  188(J]. 
Wide  Awake,  V.  1.     [1875]. 

Willis's  Current  Notes,  v.  1,  3-4.     [1851,  1853-54]. 
Wilson's  Photographic  Magazine,  v.  1-28. 
Working  Farmer,  v.  Ml.     [1849-60J. 
World  Almanac.     From  beginning  to  1890. 
Women's  Journal,  v.  1-21.     [1870-87]. 
Year-book  of  Facts  in  Science  and  Art,  v.  1-11.     [1840-50]. 
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LISTS  OF  8UBJECTB*  OF  WEEKLY  BEFERENCE  LISTS,  (1893). 

Euglish  literature. 

Sewerage. 

Crime,  prisons,  and  penology. 

Modem  philosophy. 

English  government. 

Norse  literature. 

Japanese  art. 

Charities. 

Piano-forte  playing. 

Ai*geutine  Republic. 

Greek  plays. 

Arbor  Day;  Forestry. 

Neo-Christian  movement  in  Fi*ance. 

Electricity. 

Rliode  Island  in  the  Civil  War. 

The  drama,  and  dramatic  criticism. 

Gladstone  and  contemporary  English  history. 

Rapid  transit. 

Salem  witchcraft. 

Colonial  architecture. 

Books  for  Catholic  reading  circles. 

Sub-marine  telegraphy. 

Australian  National  Convention. 

Yachting;  United  States  flags. 

Percy  Bysshe  Shelley. 

The  planet  Mars. 

Birds  of  the  United  States. 

Recent  additions  in  French. 

George  William  Curtis. 

John  Greenleaf  Whittier. 

French  Revolution. 

Christopher  Columbus. 

Tennyson. 

Photograpliy. 

Shakespeare's  plays. 

Roads. 

Imperial  federation. 

Woi Id's  Fair. 

International  Monetary  Conference. 

Musical  scores  added  to  the  library. 

Peary  Arctic  Expedition. 


*  In  the  majority  of  instances  the  lists  comprised  references  on  some  tal](}ect  of  Interett  at  IIm 
time,  as  above.    Other  instances,  consisting  merely  of  "  Hats  of  additions,**  are  h«re  OBltted. 
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SPECIMEN  OF  WEEKLY  REFERENCE   LISTS. 

Providence  Public  Library.* 

The  number  of  volumes  issued  during  the  week  ending  August  5,  1892,  is 
1,349  ;  a  daily  average  of  224. 

Among  the  additions  of  the  past  week  are  Poor's  ''  Manual  of  railroads,'* 
for  1892,  and  **  Younger  American  poets,"  a  collection  of  extracts,  edited  by 
Douglas  Sladen,  1980,137;  also  a  very  elaborately  illustrated  volume  on  Den- 
ver, Col.,  containing  statistics  of  its  growth,  etc. 

In  connection  with  the  one-hundredth  anniversary  of  Shelley's  birth,  ob- 
served during  the  past  week,  the  following  references,  out  of  a  much  longer 
list,  posted  at  the  library,  may  be  here  cited:  Shelley's  **  Works,"  in  4  vols., 
(ed.  1875),  025.22  ;  his  "Poetical  works,"  (ed.  1877),  1982.4;  and  also  the  ad- 
mirable little  selection  of  "  Poems  from  Shelley,"  prefaced  with  a  critical 
study  of  his  poetry  by  StopfordA.  Brooke,  19820.52;  and  his  "Select  lettera," 
edited  by  R.  Garnett,  3071.93;  and  his  "Defence  of  poetry,"  edited  by  A.  S. 
Cook,  10371.00.  On  his  life,  see  the  "  Shelley  memorials,"  by  Lady  Jane  Shel- 
ley, 3071.40;  Edward  J.  Trelawny's  "Records  of  Shelley,  Byron,  and  the 
author,"  3771.20;  J.  A.  Symonds's  volume  on  "Shelley,"  (in  the  "English 
Men  of  Letters,")  3071.48  ;  and  Edward  Dowden's  elaborate  "  Life,"  in  2  vols. 
(1886),  .3071,135.  Important  biographical  material  hitherto  unpublished  ap- 
pears in  The  Nation,  v.  48,  p.  11316,  464-67,  484-86,  (1889),  850.12.48.  The 
small  life  of  Shelley,  by  William  Sharp,  has  a  certain  cntical  value.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  critical  estimates  by  De  Quincey,  (025.8.5);  Masson,  (3,771.4;)  Bage- 
liot,  (022.33.1),  and  others,  the  following  comparatively  recent  estimates  are 
of  interest:  namely,  in  Roden  Noel's  "Essays  on  poetry  and  poets,"  (1886), 
10:37,108;  Dowdeu's  "Transcripts  and  studies,"  (1888),  10:37.56;  as  well  as 
liis  earlier  "Studies  in  literature,"  10:37.34;  Matthew  Arnold's  2d  series  of 
"Essays  in  criticism,"  072.60.2;  and  Hutton's  "Literary  essays."  (1888)i 
075.88  ;  also  G.  E.  Woodberry's  "Studies  in  letters  and  life,"  (1890),  071.186. 
W.  J.  Courtliope's  "The  liberal  movement  in  English  literaturo,"  (1885),  makes 
prominent  Shelley's  leadership  in  the  tendency  to  Romanticism,  1037,106  ;  a 
feature  which  is  also  emphasized  in  Sarrazin's  "  La  renaissance  de  la  po^sie 
Anglaise,"  (1889),  10:37.93.  See  also  Andrew  Lang's  "Letters  to  dead  au- 
thors," 072.88  ;  and  John  Campbell  Shairp's  chapter  on  "Shelley  as  a  lyric 
poet,"  in  his  "  Aspects  of  poetry,"  1,037.20. 


*  With  this  heading,  the  lists  are  printed  each  week,  In  the  local  daily  newspapers.  The  exi- 
gencies  or  space  limit  them  in  fulness,  and  their  adaptation  to  immediate  needs  supply  another 
limitation,  in  case  of  subsequent  use.  For  example,  the  edition  of  Shelley  brought  out  soon  after 
the  date  of  the  above  list,  by  Mr.  Woodberry,  is  here  conspicuous  by  its  absence. 
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Qoff ,  Nathau.  Jr 

[Ooldeu  (The)  News,  Publisben  or,  New  Tork.] 
[Qood  Oovernment,  Publishers  o(.  WoshinKton, 

D.  C] 

[Good  Roads,  Publishers  of,  New  York] 

tJoodrich,  S.  W.,  Grafton,  Vt 

Qordon,  H.  L.,  Chicago,  III 

Gorham  Manufacturing  Co 

Green,  Hon.  Andrew  H.,  New  York 

Green,  Samuel  A.,  M.  D.,  Boston,  Mass t  }  Scat. 

[Green  (The)  Bag,  Publisharaof,  Boston,  Mass]. I ,. 

GregfOry,  Harry | I. 

Grieve,  Kobort i  1  (- 

Qriffls,  Rev.  William  Elliot,  Boston,  Mass I  1    .. 

Griswold,  W.  M.,  Cambridge,  Mass :  1  :-. 

Guild,  Howard  R |  I  I.. 

[Gymnaaimn,  Publishers  uf,  Providence,  R,  I.] '.. 

[Hall,  Edward  W.,  Librarian,  Colby   University,'  i 

Waterville,  Me.  J i i 

Haraon,  M.  .i i  ; . . 

Hartford  National  Bant,  Hartford,  Ct I  1  !.. 

Hazard,  Rowland.  Peace  Dale,  R.  I |  1     . . 

Hersey.  Geoi-ge  D.,  M.  D ,  2 

[Hiatoria.  PulillslierB  of,  Chicago,  lil.J ' 

Hoy t,  David  W I  I 

Hunt,  George ,  2 

Illinois  State  Dental  Society 

[IllUBtrated  American,    Publishers    of.     New 


11.  I.J..  

International  News  Co.,  New  York  — 
[Inventive  Age,    PublishcrB  of.     Was 

D.  C]   

Jackson,  J.  H.,  Dansville,  N.  Y 

[Jenneas  Miller  Illustrated   Quarterly, 

ersof.  New  York] 

[Jewelers'  Weekly,  Publishers  of.  New 
Johnson,  Hon.  T.  L.,  Washington,  D,  C 

Johnston.  D.  V.  R.,  Albany,  N.  T 

Jones,  (iardner  M.,  Salem  Public  Libran 

[Journal  of  the  Chemical  Society,  Publi 
London,  Eng.] , 

Kinsley,  H.  M.,  and  Baumann,  Gusti 
Yorfc 
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Linooln.  Mrs.  Jolm  L ', .' 

Iiippiccott,  (J.  B.)  Co.,  Plijtadelphia.  Pa.. . . 

t Literary  News,  Publialiera  of.  New  Toik] 
jiterary    (Tbe)  Nortliwest,  PiibllRliers  of,   St. 

Paiil,  Minn.] 

Lowdermilk,  <VV.  n.),  &  Co.,Waiiliiiistoii.  U.  C. 

Mao  Donald,  Carlos  F.,  M.  D.,  Sew  York 

MacdouMll,  H.  C 

Mc  LaU«llin,  Pmf.  A.  C,   University  of  Miclii- 

KiHi,  Aim  Arbor,  Mich 

Hakepeaoe,  C.  R 

[Mamfeeto,    (The)    I'LibHshcrs   of,   Canterbury, 

N.  II.]..! ..I 

Manly,  Prof.  J.  M.,  Brown  Uoiversily 

[Maseachusetts  Mutual,  PublishcrH  of,  Spriiig-i 

fitid,  Miiss.] :. I 

[Mechanical  (Tlic)    News,  rublisbers  of.  New 


\-ork].. 


IMeeban'B  Monthly,  I'liblishersof,  (levniantowii,. 

Pa.] '|, 

Michael,  W.  II.,  Waslilngtou,  D.  C 

Miscellaneous j 

rMoniet.  (The).  Publishers  of,  Chicaiso,  111.]. 
[Monthly   Kecord  of  Sfieiitilic  i=-  --■- 

hshers  of.  New  York]   

Murray,  >'..  .lolms  Hopkins  I'l 
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[Putnam's  Monthly  IliBtorical  Mat^n: 

Itiihera  of,  Siilem,  Miuh.]  

Baum,  George  E 

Raymond,  W.,  Bontoii,  Moss. . 


[Becord- Visitor, Publisliersnf.Pawtucket,  R.  I.]  ., 
[Rhode  Isliiiid  Democrat,  I'ublisliere  of,  Provi- 

deiico,  R.  I.] I., 

[Rhode  Islaiidei',  PublU)iers  of,  Providence,  K.  I.]  . . 

Rice.  F,  P.,  Worceser.  Jlass 

Richards,  Rev.  Dr.  C.  A.  L 

RichmoDd,  F.  E 

Rogers  (Jolin)  Company,  New  Yovk 

glomance,  Pnblialiers  of,  New  York] 
iimelin.  Carl  Guatav,  Cincinnati.  O 

Salem  Press  Publisliiiig  Co.,  Sniein,  Masa. 

Sawin,  James  M 


Schoenhof,  <'»rl,  Boston,  Mass 

Shedd,  Mrs.  J.  H I 

Shepard,  Sirs.  T.  P 

[SigTiB  of  tlie  Times,  Publisbersof,  Oakland,  Cab]  . 

Snowift  Farnham 

[Social  KconoinJHt,  Piililiabeis  of,  New  Tork]   . . .  i . 

[Solidarity,  Publislio™  of.  Now  York.] 

Sotheran,  ll-  &  Co.,  Loiiiinn,  Eng 

Sprague,  -Miss  ^^ary  E ; 

[Standard,  (Tbe) Publishers  of,  Wickford,  R.  I.)  . 
[Star  (Tlic)  of  Empire,  PublUhers  of,  Keaniej. 

Stockbridire.  Miss  Annie  W 

Stone,  Alfred 

Stovel  Conipany,  Winnipcc,  Manitoba 

[Sunday  Mercury,  Ptihlisbcrs  of,  New  York]. . 

SunaetCliih,  (The)  ChicaEo.  m 

Swan  Point  Cemetery 

i Tablet.  (The)  PnbliBhers  of,  B!iltim<)re.  Md. , . 
Techniker.  (l)er)  PubliHherK  of.  New  York] . . 
Temple  Strn-,  Pnhlisliers  of,  Fredonia,  N.  Y.j . . . 
Textile  Maciiifacturer,  Publishers  of,  Manchei 
-    -.EnK.].. 


Thompson,  J.  C 

Ticknor.  Miss  Anna  E.,  Boston,  Mass 

Tillinghast,  C.  B.,  Boston,  Mass 

(Travelers'  Insurance  Co,,  Hartford,  Ct.] 

/Tribune  MonUily,  rublUbers  of,  New  York.].. 
fTuftonian,  VuMUbeta  o1.Co\\cy.em\\,'Awtv\.. 
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Aberdeen  Public  Library,  Aberdeen,  ScotlaDd . . 
Amerioan     AnliquttriiD    Society,     Worcester, 

UasB 

Ames  Free  Library,  N'ortli  Eiistoii,  Mass 

Amherst  Collect!.  Amlierst,  Mass 

AndOTer  Theotucicii!  Seminary,  ADdover,  Mass. 

Apprentices'  Lilirary,  New  Yoik 

Apprentices'   Library  Company  of     Fbiladel- 

phia 

Association  for  ilie  Advanccraent  of  Women. . 

Bigelo'W  Free  Public  Library,  Clinton,  Maus 

Birminsham  Public  t.ibrary,  Birmingham,  Eng- 

Bodleian  Library,  Oxford,  En^'land 

Boston  Public  Lilirary,  Boston,  Mass 

Bowdoin  Collecc,  Brunswick,  Me. 


„,     ._  _,  Mass... 

Brooklyn  Library,  Brooklyn,  X.  Y 

Brown  rnivereity.  Providence,  K.  I 

Bryn  Maivr  ColloRe,  Bryn  Mawr,  Pa 

Buffalo  Library,  Buffalo,  X,  Y 

Butler  Hiispital.  rrovidonco,  It,  I 

CambridKe  Public  Librarv,  Cambrid){e,  Maw.. 

Cardiff  Free  Library,  Carcliff,  Wales 

Chicago  Public  Library,  Chicago,  111 

Cincinnati  Public  Library,  Ciucinnatl,  0 

City  Library,  Lowell.  Mass , 

Columbia  Collcgu,  New  York 

Concord  Freu  Public  Library,  Coucord,  Mass. . 

Cooper  Union,  New  York 

CorneU  University,  Ithaca,  N.  Y 

Crete  Public  Library,  Crete,  Neb 


Denver  Public  Library,  Denver,  Col.. 


Detroit  Public  Libraty,  Detroit,  Micb 

Diocesan    J.cndiufc    Library,    Cathedral  ol  All 

Saints,  Albany,  N.  Y 

Dover  Public  Lilirary,  Dover,  N,  H 

Drexel  InHtitute,  Philadelphia,  Pa 

East  Greenivich  Academy,  East  Gi'cenwicb, 

H.  1 

English  and  Claasical  School.   (Providence). 
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Eiaeex  Institute,  Salem,  1 

Fall  River  Public  Library,  Fait  River,  Mobs.  . 

Fitz  Puljliii  Library,  Clielsea,  Uaas 

Fletcher  Free  Libi-ary,  BurlingtOD,  Vt 

Friends'  Boardiug  School 

Friends'  Fiee  Libi-ai-y  !\Dd  Reading  Room,   Oer- 

niaiitown.  Pa 

General  Society  of    Meciianics  and   'I'radesmeii 

New  York 

Grand   Itiipids   Public   Library,   Gmnd    Rapidi 

Micb 

Hamilton  Public  Library,  Hamilton,  Ont 

Hampton  Normal  luittitute,  Hampton,  Va 

Harris  Imttitute,  Woonsocket 

Hartford  Tbeolo^ical  Seminary,  Hartford,  Ct. . 

Harvard  College  Library,  Camoridge,  ilaaa ; , 

Harvard  Univeraily,  Cambridge,  Mass 

Home  for  Aged  Colored  Women j. 

Home  for  Aged  Ueii 

Hopedale  Public  Library,  Ilopedale  Mass , ' . 

Howard  Memorial  Libi-»ry,  New  Orleans,  La. .... 
Hyde  I'aik  Historical    Axaociation,   Hyde  Park,' 


X.. 

Johns  H<ipkius  I'niverBity,  Baltimore,  Md 

Kansas  State  Uuiventity,  Lawi^nce,  Kan 

Lancaster  Town  Library,  Lancaster,  Mass 

Lawrence  Public  Library,  Lawrence,  Mass 

Leeds  Public  Library,  Litcds,  Eag 

Leland  Stanford   .lunior   Untverelty,  Palo  Alto,' 

Cal 

Leominster  Public  Library,  Leomineter,  Mass..  . 
Los  AiiKclcH  Public  Library,  I.os  Aiif(e]cii,  Cal...  . 

Lowell  City  Library,  Lowell,  Mass 

Lynn  I'nlilic  Library,  l""-   Mom 
Maim  on  ides  Library, 
Maiden  Public  Library 
Manchester  City  Libi 
Massaohusetta  Itistit 

tun.  Mass 

Massaohusette  Youni 

tiun.  Statu  Executivi 
Melrose  Public  Librar; 
Mercantile  Library  At 
Mercantile  Library  A: 

Cal 
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Milford  Free  Library,  Miltord,  N.  H. . 

MUwaukee  Public  Library,  Milwaukee,  Wis 

MinneapoLis     Public      Library,      Minneapolis 

Minn 

Mount  Holyoke  Seminary,  South  Hmltoy,  Mass.. 
National  Educational  Association  of  the  United 

States,  Syracuse,  N.  Y 

National  Civil  Service  Reform  Lcii);ue,  N.  Y. . 
Nebraska  State  Historical  Society,  Lincoln,  Neb. 
New    Bedford    Public    Library,    New    Bedford, 

New  ilaven  Free  Public  Library,  New  Haven,  Ct. 
New  Ent;land  Historic  Geuealogical  Society,  T 

New  England  Society  of  New  York 

New  London  County    Historical    Society,  New 

London,  Ct 

New  York  Free  CiiculatinK  Llbrai'v,  New  York.  . 
New  York,  New   Haven   and   Hartforrt   Kailroad 

Co 

Newark  Free  Public  Library,  Newark,  N,  J.. 
Newburyport  Public    Library,   Newburyi)ort, 

Newton  Free  Library,  Newton,  Mass. 

Northwestern  University,  Evanston,  III 

Oberlin  CoUefjc,  Oberlin,  O 

Omaha  Public  Library,  Omalia,  Neb 

Oeterhout  Free  liilu-ary,  Wilkes- Itarre,  I'a 

Paterson  Free  Public  IJbrary,  Pnterson,  N.  J 

Peabody  Institute,  llaltimorc,  Md 

Peabodv  Institute,  Daiivere,  Mass 

Pennsylvania  Colle);o  of  Dental  Suruorv,  Pli 

aiielplii.i.  Pa :.... 

Peoria  Public  Library,  Poiiria,  111 

Perkins  Institution  for  tlio  HIind,  Boston,  Mai 
Plymouth  Fr.ic  Library,  PlymonMi,  Eucland.. 

Pratt  IriRtituto,  Brooklyn,  y.Y 

Providence  Art  (;iub 

Providence  Atlienaeum, 

E'rovidenoe  Vouuij  Men's  Clirisliau  Associalic 

Redwood  Library,  Newport,  R,  I 

Rhode  Island  Historical  Soprt-ty 

Rhode  Island  School  of  Design 

Rhode  Ishiud  T""!"'!""'  Ti-'^i-i-i 
Saint  Louis  M< 

Louis,  Mo 

Saint  Louis  Publli^  Library,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
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Balance,  cash  on  hand  Jan.  1,  1893 $1,499  78 

Receipts. 

Income  from  investments  • $16,020  08 

State  of  Rhode  Island  appropriation 200  00 

City  of  Providence  appropriation 7,500  00 

Final  dividend  Hoyt,  Spragnes  &  C( 1 ,265  84 

Final  dividend  Franklin  Institution  for  Savings.  47  67 

Dividend  on  principal  Rawson  Fountain  Society.  50  00 

Received  from  Finance  Committee 1,800  00 

Donation  from  Mrs.  Cornelia  R.  Thurston 1,000  00 

Donation  from  Akerman  Company 25  00 

Legacy  Dr.  Charles  W.  Fillmore 100  00 

Legacy  Mr.  John  Wilson  Smith  (in  part) 7,351  00 

Books  sold 29  50 

Fines,  catalogues,  etc 561   84 

35,950  93 

837,450  71 
Disbursements. 

Salaries,    rent,    lights,    supplies,    and  other  ex- 
penses    816,689  48 

Books,  periodicals  and  pamphlets 6,135  90 

Binding 1,426   10 

Furniture  and  tixtures 1,160  08 

Insurance • 779  55 

On  account  debentures  New  York,  New  Haven 

and  Hartford  R.  R.  Co 2,000  00 

N.   Y.   Central   and  Hudson   River  R.   R.  Co. 

stock 300  00 

On  account  real  estate  purchased •  •        1,000  00 

Interest  on  mortgage • 453  18 

Paid  to  Finance  Committee  (legacies) 7,451  00 

837,395^29 

Balance  on  hand  December  31 ,  1893 55  42 

837,450  71 
PROVIDENCE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY, 

S.   H.   TiNOLEY, 

Treasurer, 


LIBRABIAN'S  REPORT. 


To  THE  Board  of  Trustees: 

Gentlemen  : — I  have  the  honor  to  present  herewith  my  sixteenth 
annual  report,  covering  the  operations  of  the  year  1893. 

GENERAL   STATEMENT.  > 

The  number  of  volumes  in  the  library,  exclusive  of  the  Franklin  Lyceum 
collection,  one  year  ago,  was  58,205.^  During  the  past  year  the  total 
accessions  have  been  5, 549, ^  comprising  (1)  2,690  volumes  obtaiDed  br 
purchase;  ('2)  2,121  entered  as  transfers,^  exchanges,^  etc  ;  (3)  and  738 
gifts  from  various  sources,  (enumerated  in  Appendix  no  11)  ;  making, 
therefore,  after  deducting  the  399  volumes^  withdrawn  during  the  year,  a 
present  total  of  63,355.*^ 

A    BUILDING    DEFINITELY   IN    PROSPECT. 

The  very  thorough  canvassing  of  locations  considered  in  connection  with 
a  library  site,  with  which  the  past  few  years  have  been  occupied,  was 
brought  to  an  end  last  Spring®  by  the  purchase  of  two  admirably  located 
lots  on  Washington  street.  The  site  chosen  is  at  the  corner  of  two  streets,' 
each  of  generous  width,  *^  thus  securing  ample  light  and  air  in  two  direc- 


>  See  Appendix  No.  2. 

*  See  Appendix  No.  2.  If  the  Franklin  Lyceum  books  (the  class! float  ion  of  which  hasbeei 
completed  during  the  year),  be  included,  the  total  would  be  62,776.    Bee  15th  annual  report,  p.  1. 

'  See  Appendix  No.  3. 

*  The  transfers  include  tho  remainder  of  the  Franklin  Lyceum  books,  those  obtained  in  pcv- 
▼ious  years  as  pamphlets,  etc.,  and  since  bound,  etc. 

*  For  those  received  by  exchange,  see  Appendix  No.  11,  Division  0. 

*  See  Appendix  No.  4. 
f  See  Appendix  No.  2. 

*  The  two  deeds  are  dated  respectively  March  21,  1803,  and  May  6, 1893. 

*  Washington  street  and  Greene  street.  The  total  area  is  15,021.43  square  feet.  The  Washiif- 
ton  street  frontage  is  140  feet,  5  inchest ;  aud  the  Greene  street  ft-ontage  121  feet.  8  Inches.  Tk* 
rear  lines  of  the  two  lots  are  not  continuous. 

1"  Washington  street,  60  feet ;  Greene  street,  Sn  feet. 
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tioris.  One  of  the  two  streets  has  long  been  an  important  thoroughfare,^ 
and  will  of  necess^ity  become  a  still  more  important  one  in  the  readjust- 
ment of  lines  of  communication  consequent  upon  the  erection  of  the  new 
passenger  station.  The  future  is  likely,  therefore,  to  witness  an  increase, 
rather  than  a  diminution  of  the  general  accessibility  of  the  library  site  to 
the  public.  On  the  other  hand,  the  street  at  right  angles  to  it  is  likely 
never  to  be  a  thoroughfare,  for  heavy  teaming  or  similar  purposes,  and  it 
solves  therefore  very  successfully  the  important  problem  of  locating  the 
reading,  study,  and  reference  rooms,  which  require  exceptional  freedom 
from  noise  and  dust.  While  Greene  street  is  level,  Washington  street 
here  falls  rapidly  in  grade,  and  thus  renders  possible  an  entrance  at  grade 
or  nearly  so,  on  two  floors  instead  of  one.  The  number  of  rooms  there- 
fore to  which  the  public  can  gain  access  without  the  necessity  of  a  staircase 
is  doubled.  This  difference  of  grade  is  even  more  serviceable  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Stack  Building,^  since  the  Delivery  Desk  can  thus  be  placed 
at  or  near  the  vertical  centre  as  well  as  the  horizontal  centre.  The  menace 
of  fire  from  adjacent  buildings  is  very  greatly  reduced,  with  the  broad 
streets  already  mentioned,  on  two  sides,  and  the  preservation  of  such  inter- 
vening space  as  may  be  necessary  on  the  other  two  sides.  Moreover,  the 
erection  of  a  separate  boiler-house,  in  place  of  storing  the  heating  apparatus 
under  the  library  building,  will,  with  careful  attention  to  the  details  of 
fireproof  construction,  reduce  to  a  minimum  the  liability  of  fire  originating 
w^ithin  the  building.  Lastly,  a  building  erected  on  this  site  will  be  capable 
of  almost  indefinite  extension,  and  without  necessitating  the  reconstruction 
of  tiie  portion  now  first  erected.  Demanding  as  it  does  the  combination  in 
one  place  of  some  of  the  most  widely  different  conditions,  the  site  of  a  pub*? 
lie  library  building  is  an  exceptionally  difficult  problem  to  solve ;  and  the 
fact  that  the  site  secured  in  this  instance  meets  the  requirements  in  so 
exceptional  a  manner  may  well  be  an  occasion  of  congratulation  to  the 
citizens  of  Providence. 

The  time  which  has  elapsed  since  the  purchase  of  the  land  has  been  fully 
occupied  in  minute  and  careful  studies  of  the  details  of  arrangement,  and 
in  digesting  the  outlines  of  the  provisional  plans.  In  the  preparation  of 
the  conditions  governing  the  presentation  of  plans  by  the  competing  archi- 
tects, the  valuable  assistance  and  cooperation  of  the  Rhode  Island  Chapter 
of  the  American  Institute  of  Architects  has  been  most  courteously  rend- 

1  Washington  street. 

>  The  Stack  BuiMInf;,  joining  the  AdmlnlstraUon  Bnildlng  on  the  rear,  in  order  to  proride  for 
in«k'flnite  extension  In  future,  contains  the  compactly  massed  boolc-cases  in  which  are  the 
jtrent  miOority  of  the  books.  From  7  to  74  feet  is  the  usntl  distance  between  stack  floors,  to 
that  with  an  Administration  Buildiog  of  three  stories  of  the  ordinary  stnd,  there  may  be  a  Stack 
Building  of  seven  stories. 
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ered ;  and  it  is  expected  that  these  various  preliminaries^  will  soon  be 
completed. 

THE   UBRARY'S   growth   DURING   THE   YEAR.^ 

One  of  those  noteworthy  gifts  which  from  the  outset  have  continued  to 
mark  the  library's  history,  belongs  to  the  past  year, — the  Thurston  pur- 
chase of  $1,000.00  worth  of  books  illustrating  modern  applications  of  sci- 
ence. This  is  a  gift  from  Mrs.  Benjamin  F.  Thurston,  and  is  expended' 
in  accordance  with  the  suggestions  of  distinguished  experts  in  the  Tarious 
departments  of  industrial  science,  both  here  and  elsewhere.^  This  gifi 
will  at  once  perpetuate  the  name  of  the  generous  donor,  and,  indirectl? 
and  most  appropriately,  the  name  of  her  late  husband,  a  most  valued 
trustee  of  this  library  during  his  life,^  and  an  expert  authority  of  tiie 
highest  rank,  in  matters  of  invention  and  mechanical  design.^ 

One  piece  of  work,  primarily  undertaken  in  connection  with  the  expen- 
diture of  this  gift,  has  in  reality  a  wider  interest, — namely,  an  index  to 
the  industries  of  the  city  of  Providence,  in  detail.  Such  an  index  makes 
it  possible,  on  the  one  hand,  to  enter  under  each  head  what  the  library 
possesses,  which  bears  on  the  subject  in  question,  and  on  the  other  hand 
to  see  where  nothing  exists  under  a  given  subject  and  thus  to  be  able  to 
order  what  is  needed.  It  is  safe  to  say  that  any  one  who  has  not  looked 
into  the  matter  will  be  astonished  at  the  wide  range^  covered  in  the  indus- 
tries of  a  city  like  this ;  and  will  appreciate  more  fully  the  need  which 
exists  for  supplying  access  to  complete  sets  of  patents^  at  the  earliest  pos- 
sible day. 

1  In  this  preliminary  worlc,  invaluable  service  was  rendered  by  the  late  Mr.  Alpheas  C.  Morse, 
the  charm  of  whose  delightful  personality,  as  well  as  the  enduring  and  solid  exeeUence  of 
whose  artistic  work,  will  lon/i:  perpetuate  his  name  in  the  city  adorned  by  his  taste.  To  the 
work  of  facilitatlnfT  the  settlement  of  the  details  above  referred  to,  Blr.  Morse  gave  almost  lit* 
erally  the  last  days  of  his  life,  ilyin/i:  at  his  home  in  this  city,  Nov.  25,  1808. 

Professor  William  R.  Ware,  of  Columbia  College,  was  engaged  as  Consulting  Architect  in 
April,  1801,  and  is  now  giving  his  attention  to  the  last  steps  required  before  placing  the  dataii 
the  hands  of  the  competing  architects. 

*  See  Appendix  No.  4;  also  No.  5. 

a  Although  many  of  the  rarest  and  most  valuable  of  the  volumes  procured  with  this  weleoms 
gift  had  been  delivered  before  the  close  of  1893,  since  other  important  works  still  remain  to  be 
delivered,  the  gift  as  a  whole  will  be  counted  under  the  additions  of  1894  rather  than  1S03. 

*  In  this  matter  the  same  method  has  been  followed  as  in  the  special  industrial  purchase  of 
four  years  ago,  described  in  the  12th  annual  report,  p.  5-6. 

B  Mr.  Benjamin  F.  Thurston  was  a  member  of  this  Board  from  1883  to  1890. 

0  Mr.  Thurston  at  the  time  of  his  death,  In  1800,  was  Lecturer  on  Patent  Law  at  Coraell  Ual- 
versity. 

7  It  has  been  the  aim  to  respond  as  nearly  as  possible  In  the  selection  of  the  periodleils  and 
serials  (see  Appendix  No.  1)  to  the  varied  need  represented  in  their  wide  range.  Tbe  llbnry*i 
resources  in  this  line  are  perhaps  not  generally  known. 

*  To  quote  ttom  the  report  of  two  years  ago,  *'  Most  incongruoas  of  all,  the  pnblle  library  oft 
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A  notable  feature  of  the  purchases  of  the  past  year  is  the  large  number 
of  books  in  the  department  of  art.^  This,  it  is  true,  is  a  department  in 
wliich  the  library  has  a  fund^  for  annual  purchases,  yet  the  amount  thus 
yielded  is  very  far  below  the  demands  made  upon  it.  A  gift  of  more  than 
100  photographs  from  the  pupils  of  Miss  M.  C.  Wheeler  suggests  a  direc- 
tion which  can  very  profitably  be  borne  in  mind  in  future.  These  repre- 
sent an  exceptionally  choice  selection  made  in  Europe,  of  the  more  note- 
worthy works  of  the  great  painters,  and  have  an  educational  value  of  a  high 
order.  The  library's  purchases  of  music  have  been  continued  during  the 
past  year,^  and  have  been  extended  in  some  new  lines.^ 

THE  tear's  use."* 

Tlie  total  recorded  use  for  the  year  just  closed  is  the  largest  for  the  past 
nine  years  ;***  yet  it  still  remains  true,  as  has  been  several  times  remarked,^ 
that  until  the  library  is  installed  in  other  quarters  a  fluctuation,  rather  than 
a  steady  gain,  may  be  expected.  All  that  can  be  done  in  the  closing  years 
spent  here  is  to  make  the  most  careful  adjustment  of  the  equipment  to  the 
needs,  of  which  this  site  is  capable.  Yet  the  "  total  recorded  use,"  above 
referred  to,  especially  in  the  case  of  '*  volumes  used  at  the  library,"  is 
coining  less  and  less  to  represent  the  actual  use,  with  the  steady  growth 
of  tlje  feature  of  Information  Desk  work.     This  figure — "  total  number  of 


city  of  this  size  and  indastrlal  importance  Is  found  to  be  ansapplled  with  eomplete  sets  of 
American  and  foreign  patents  and  patent  specifications."  Few  more  cogent  reasons  exist  for 
the  speedy  occupation  of  a  new  building  than  that  connected  with  this  consideration. 

1  The  average  number  of  additions  in  the  department  of  art  for  the  four  years  ending  with 
1801,  was  127;  while  for  the  past  two  years  the  average  is  341.  In  this  connection  the  steady 
growth  in  the  use  made  of  the  books  in  this  department—an  increase  of  more  than  100  per  cent, 
in  five  years— is  of  interest.  See  Appendix  No.  7.  By  the  terms  of  the  new  constitution  of  the 
Kliode  Island  School  of  Design,  adopted  during  the  past  year,  the  librarian  of  this  library  is 
ex-officio  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  School,  an  arrangement  which  has  great 
possibilities  of  usefulness. 

*  The  total  issue  of  music  during  the  year  has  been  392.  The  programmes  of  the  Symphony 
and  other  concerts  liave  been  careftilly  followed,  and  in  several  instances  compositions  have 
been  ordered  to  meet  an  existing  occasion  of  interest  such  as  these- 

s  The  library  has  felt  the  beneficent  effect,  during  the  past  year,  to  an  extent  not  developed 
before,  of  a  Judicious  **  weeding  out,"  from  time  to  time,  in  order  to  make  the  actual  contents  of 
the  library  correspond  as  closely  as  possible,  to  the  definite  wants  existing.  Many  of  the  books 
thus  removed,  (earlier  and  superseded  editions  of  a  standard  work),  it  has  been  possible  to  trans- 
fer to  some  other  library.  The  suggestions  of  Mr.  Charles  Frmnds  Adams,  (see  Library  Journal, 
April,  1893,  p.  108, 118),  especially  in  the  form  in  which  the  necessity  for  differentiation  of  libra* 
ries,  and  lending  among  libraries.  Is  reoognlied,  are  in  line  with  earlier  suggestions  in  the 
reports  of  this  library.  See  9th  report,  p.  7;  13th  report,  p.  0,  IS;  14th  report,  p.  18;  15th 
report,  p.  7-8. 

*  See  Appendix  No.  7. 

•  See  Appendix  No.  7,  ( A ) ;  Library  nst,  24,387 ;  Home  use,  90,796 ;  Total,  115,185. 

•  See  12th  report,  p.  10;  13th  report,  p.  8. 
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volumes  used  at  the  library/'^ — does  not  include,  as  was  stated  id  the  report 
of  one  year  ago,^  the  enormous  number  used  at  the  Information  Desk,  nor 
the  steadily  increasing  use  of  the  several  thousand  ^^  works  of  reference," 
and  other  works  which,  being  on  open  shelves,  cannot  be  registered.'  It 
has  been  found  necessary  during  the  past  year  to  make  provision  for  the 
Information  Desk,  on  evenings  and  Sundays,  of  a  thoroughly  trained  and 
competent  character,  as  well  as  to  establish  something  approaching  to  a 
system  of  training^  for  all  who  may  be  in  any  way  liable  to  be  called  to  the 
work  of  this  desk,  through  the  absence  of  the  regular  attendant  from  illness 
or  other  reasons.  It  is  of  interest  also  to  state  that  a  minimum  of  attain* 
ments  has  been  fixed  upon,  governing  all  future  applications  for  admission 
to  the  staff. 

The  session  of  the  American  Library  Association  held  at  Chicago  during 
the  past  Summer  in  connection  with  the  World's  Columbian  Exposition,^ 
derived  an  exceptional  importance  from  the  fact  that  the  papers  or  treatises 
presented  before  it,  on  the  various  phases  of  library  work,  are  to  be  sepa- 
rately published  as  constituting  a  ^^  handbook  of  library  economy."  In  the 
division  of  subjects,  the  part  assigned  to  the  librarian  of  this  library  was 
"Assistance  to  readers;"^  gratifying  as  an  indication  of  the  character  by 
which  this  library  is  widely  known  throughout  the  country.  In  the  plau- 
ning  of  the  new  building,  this  is  the  principle  which  lies  at  the  basis  of  the 
arrangement  as  a  whole,  and  of  tiie  various  subordinate  details.  Whatever 
it  has  been  possible  to  accoraplisii  in  this  direction  on  our  present  site,  lias 
been  largely  in  spite  of,  rather  than  on  account  of,  our  surroundings.  It 
seems  probable,  therefore,  that  we  may  be  able  to  look  forward  to  a  whnlij 
new  stage  of  usefulness  in  the  new  quarters. 

The  Sunday"  use  of  the  library  has  from  the  first  been  of  a  very  interest- 
ing type ;  and  the  writer  is  strongly  convinced  that  the  time  has  come 
when  the  only  remaining  exceptions  to  the  uninterrupted  opening  of  the 
library— the  five  holidays  now  observed — should  be  abandoned  for  a  pro- 


1  See  Appendix  No.  7,  (A). 

>  Set?  16tli  report,  p.  8,  foot-note  4. 

3  It  does  not  include  the  use  of  the  periodicals,  which,  however,  is  registered,  amoantInK  In 
18U3  to  41,345,  thus  bringing  the  total  registered  use  up  to  156,5:t0. 

*  One  of  the  clerks  connected  with  the  library's  "  extra  **  or  substitute  force,  meeeasfuHy 
passed  the  examinations  for  entering  the  New  Yorlc  State  Library  School  at  Albany,  Sept.  IS, 
20,21, 1893,  winning  an  honor  mark  in  two  of  the  requirements. 

''July  13-22, 1803.  Brief  abstracts  of  these  papers  are  printed  in  the  Library  Joumml,  Jalji 
1803;  and  the  valuable  discussion  of  the  same  in  the  September  number. 

1  The  brief  abstract,  with  bibliographical  notes,  is  printed  in  the  Library  Joamal,  July,  ISB* 
V.  18,  p.  267-58. 

>  Total  registered  Sunday  use,  6,601.  No  count,  however,  is  kept  of  the  large  number  of  read- 
ers using  books  on  open  shelves  each  Sunday. 
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gramme  which  will  enable  the  reader  to  find  the  library  open  every 
day  in  the  year.^  It  has  repeatedly  been  the  case  that  when  the  librarian 
has  had  occasion  to  remain  at  the  library  on  some  one  of  these  holidays, 
his  attention  has  been  arrested  by  the  steady  stream  of  readers  who  have 
come  to  the  entrance  and  tried  the  door.  It  is  plain  that  the  library  would 
offer  to  these  readers  one  of  the  most  profitable  of  all  opportunities  for 
passing  their  leisure  time. 

The  tables  in  the  Appendix^  showing  the  classified  circulation  of  the  past 
year  are  of  interest,  particularly  when  compared  with  the  corresponding 
figures  of  the  previous  five  years.  The  library's  percentage  of  fiction, 3 
always  small  in  comparison  with  that  of  other  public  libraries,  has  shown 
but  little  change,  but  the  significant  change  which  has  taken  place  is  in  the 
relative  position  of  the  ^^  Historical  Classes,"  and  ^^  Arts  and  Sciences," 
respectively.  The  latter,  from  occupying  a  position  five  years  ago  repre- 
senting a  total  use  only  about  three-fifths  as  great  as  the  former,^  has 
steadily  advanced  to  the  position  shown  in  the  past  year's  use — one  being 
very  nearly  on  a  level  with  the  other.^  That  this  is  largely  due  to  the 
intelligent  development  of  the  library's  departments  of  industrial  and 
decorative  works,  there  can  be  no  doubt. 

THE    library's   READERS.^ 

The  number  of  borrower's  cards  reported  as  now  in  use  is  20,881,"^  a 
number  which  may  be  regarded  as  very  near  the  actual  one,  owing  to  the 
regular  practice  of  re-registration®  now  maintained.  No  registration  has 
of  course  been  possible  for  the  users  of  the  Reading  Room,  but  these  have 
constantly  increased  in  number  during  the  closing  months^  of  the  year.  Not 
infre((uently  every  seat  has  been  occupied,  and  extra  chairs  have  had  to  be 
sent  for.  Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  that  the  Fourth  Ward,  in  which 
the  library  is  situated,  shows  a  registration  nearly  equal  to  one-third  of  its 
total  population,  1^  the  distribution  of  readers  over  the  city  is  very  general, 

>  Since  the  above  was  written,  the  Board  of  Trustees  has  acted  upon  this  recommendation, 
and  the  library  is  now  open  every  day  in  the  year. 

»  See  App<»ndix  No.  7  (D), 

"  Sec  12th  report,  p.  0. 

4  In  18S8.  "  Historical  classes/*  14,766;  "Arts  and  sciences,*'  9,430  (11th  report,  p.  is). 

» In  1893.  "  Historical  classes,*'  15,055;  "Arts  and  sciences,"  13,786. 

*  See  Appendix  No.  6. 

7  One  year  ago  it  was  17,712.    See  15th  report,  p.  28. 

"  See  15th  report,  p.  11.  The  "  Rules  and  regulations  for  orders,"  revised  to  Oct.  1, 1898,  hars 
been  printed  in  convenient  form  for  distribution,  and  may  be  had  by  any  one,  on  applicaUon. 

!>  In  part  due,  no  doubt,  to  the  exceptional  number  of  persons  out  of  employmetit. 

"  See  Appendix  No.  6. 
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no  ward  showing  a  registration  of  less  than  1 ,000.  The  registration  of 
teachers  and  pupils^  also  is  gratifyingly  general,  —  in  not  a  few  instances 
every  pupil  in  a  given  room  being  supplied  with  a  card.  The  second 
year's  experience  in  connection  with  the  open  book-case^  for  new  books' 
has  been  only  a  confirmation  of  the  beneficent  results  indicated  last  jear.^ 
Its  educational  influence  is  strikingly  shown,  and  we  should  be  most  reluc- 
tant to  withdraw  the  arrangement.  The  supplying  of  this  feature,  in  con- 
nection with  the  Information  Desk,^  will  have  served,  even  in  the  cramped 
and  inadequate  surroundings  of  our  present  quarters,  to  do  mncli  towards 
realizing  the  ideal  of  a  library's  attitude  towards  its  readers,  happily 
expressed  as  analogous  to  that  of  ^^  a  host  or  hostess  welcoming  a  guest."^ 
In  the  new  building  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  principle  will  receive  much 
more  emphatic  exemplification. 

THE   library's   NEEDS. 

The  number  of  accessions  of  the  past  year,  if  we  deduct  the  volumes 
received  by  gifl,  and  those  of  the  Franklin  Lyceum  collection,  finally  tab- 
ulated under  their  respective  classifications,^  is  a  noticeably  smaller  one 
than  for  several  previous  years.  The  specializing  of  the  library's  methods 
has  a  constant  tendency  to  make  the  supplying  of  the  exact  thing  needed 
much  more  difficult,  rather  than  less  so.  In  no  previous  year,  indeed, 
has  it  been  found  necessary  to  borrow  so  frequently  for  our  readers  from 
the  resources  of  other  libraries. 

The  library's  needs,  in  respect  to  lack  of  space,  inconvenience  of  equip- 
ment, etc.,  are  even  more  palpably  felt  than  in  any  former  year,  but  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  we  now  at  last  have  something  to  look  forward  to. 
these  can  be  patiently  endured  a  little  longer.  To  few  libraries  does  the 
change  to  new  quarters  come  as  a  more  welcome  relief  than  it  will  come 
to  us. 


1  Some  interesting  results  of  the  improvement  in  the  reading  of  pupils  daring  the  past  tea 
years  are  considered  in  a  paper  by  the  writer,  *'  What  our  pupils  read  outside  of  school." 
printed  in  the  Journal  of  Education,  Nov.  30,  1893,  v.  38,  p.  347-48. 

s  See  15th  report,  p.  6-7. 

»  The  adoption  of  the  printed  catalogue-cards,  as  supplied  to  subscribers  by  the  Library 
Bureau,  is  another  feature  facilitating  the  consultation  of  the  new  books  added  to  the  ilbrary. 

«  The  responsiveness  of  the  assistance  furnished  at  the  InformaUon  Desk  to  the  constantly 
widening  circle  of  demands  upon  it,— school  work,  university  extension  work,  iodnttrial  work, 
etc.,— is  one  of  the  most  gratifying  features  of  the  Ilbrary.  See  the  two  defcrlptlre  articles  on 
the  library  in  the  Providence  Journal,  March  12  and  April  10,  1893. 

sAs  stated  by  the  indefatigable  librarian  of  the  Pawtucket  Free  Public  Library,  Mrs. 
Sanders. 

•  See  Appendix  No.  1. 
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CONCLUSION. 


Seldom  has  tlie  library  been  placed  under  so  many  obligations  by  those 
who  have  been  of  service  to  it  as  during  the  past  year,  whether  in  the  case 
of  other  libraries  lending  us  books ;  of  members  of  the  press  interesting 
themselves  to  bring  the  needs  of  the  institution  before  the  public  ;  of  mem- 
bers of  the  police  force  and  other  departments  of  the  city  government  for 
various  courtesies  and  services ;  of  gentlemen  who  have  cancelled  their 
charges  in  rendering  professional  services  for  us  ;  or  of  the  obliging  offer 
of  the  use  of  outside  rooms  for  special  purposes  rent-free,  by  one  extremely 
courteous  friend  of  the  library. 

The  past  year  has  witnessed  the  death  of  Mr.  William  T.  Nicholson* 
and  Dr.  Cliarles  "W.  Parsons,^  both  of  whom  will  be  long  remembered 
from  tlieir  wide  usefulness  as  members  of  the  Board.  Dr.  Parsons  ren- 
dered for  many  years  most  valuable  service  as  a  member  of  the  Library 
Committee,  until  obliged  to  retire  from  the  Board  on  account  of  failing 
health.  Mr.  Nicholson's  term  of  service  on  the  Board  dated  almost  from 
the  origin  of  the  library  until  his  death,  six  years  of  most  valuable  and 
laborious  service  being  rendered  as  the  Treasurer  of  the  library.  His 
constant  and  hearty  devotion  to  the  manifold  details  of  the  library's  busi- 
ness will  cause  him  to  be  long  and  gratefully  remembered. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WILLIAM  E.  FOSTER, 

Librarian. 
Feb.  9,  1894. 


»  Oct.  17,  18W. 
*  ^icpt.  2,  18US. 
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APPENDIX  NO.    1. 

LIST    OF    PERIODICALS,     SERIALS,    AND    ANNUALS,     CURRENTLY    RECEIVED.^ 

A.      General  list  of  periodicals,^ 

Academy,  (weekly).  Auk,  (quarterly). 

Albany  Law  Journal,*  (weekly)  Bank  Notes,*  (bi-monthly). 

American,*  (weekly).  Bankers*     Magazine,      (New     York), 

American  Agriculturist,  (monthly).  (monthly). 

American    Architect,   *^ Imperial   edi- Banking  Law  Journal,*  (monthly). 

tion,"  (weekly).  Biblical  World,*  (monthly). 

American    Architect,    '*  International  Blackwood's,  (English       edition), 

edition,"*  (weekly).'  (monthly). 

American  Engineer  and  Railroad  Jour-  Book  News,*  (monthly). 

nal,  (monthly).  Book  Notes,  (fortnightly). 

American  Florist,*  (weekly).  Bookseller,  (monthly). 

American  Gardening,  (monthly).  Bradstreet*s,  (weekly). 

American  History  Leaflets,  (bi-month-  British      Journal     of      Photography, 

ly).  (weekly). 

American    Journal    of    Archajology,*  Brown  Magazine,  (quarterly). 

(quarterly).  Brunonian,  (26  nos.  per  year). 

American    Journal    of    Numismatics,  Building  Budget,*  (monthly).' 

(quarterly).  Bulletin     Mensuel,*    (C.      Reinwald), 

American  Journal  of  Philology,  (quar-         (monthly). 

terly).  Cabinet  Maker,  (monthly). 

American  Journal  of  Science,  (month-  Calif omian,  (monthly). 

ly).  Catholic     Reading     Circle     Review,* 

American  Machinist,  (weekly).  (monthly). 

American  Monthly  Magazine,*  (month-  Catholic  World,  (monthly). 

ly).  Centralblatt  fiir  Bibliothekswesen,  (bi- 

American  Monthly  Microscopical  Jour-         monthly). 

nal,  (monthly).  Century,  (monthly). 

American  Naturalist,  (monthly).  Charities  Review,  (8  nos.  per  year). 

Ap])a1achia,  (semi-annual).  Chautauquan,  (monthly). 

Architectural  Record,  (quarterly).  Collector,  (Trumble's), (semi-monthly). 

Architecture  and  Building,*  (weekly).'  Commercial  and  Financial  Chronicle,* 
Arena,*  (monthly).  (weekly).' 

Around  the  World,  (monthly).  Confederate  War  Journal,  (monthly). 

Art  Amateur,  (monthly).  Contemporary  Review,    (English    edi- 

Art  Interchange,  (monthly).  tion),  (monthly). 

Art  (L')  pour  Tons,  (monthly).  Cosmopolitan,  (monthly). 

Athenaeum,  (weekly).  Critic,  (weekly), 

Atlantic  Monthly,  (monthly).  Critical  Review,  (monthly). 


1  Revised  to  May  10,  1804;  toUl,  871. 

>  See  li«t  B,  following  this,  for  leriAlf ,  etc.,  in  a  separate  alphabet. 

*  At  end  of  year. 

*  Periodicals  thas  marked  (114  in  all)  are  gifts,  and  are  acknowledged  in  Appendix  No.  11. 
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APPENDIX   NO.    1,—contmued. 

Current  Literature,  (monthly).  Harvard    Law   Review,*    (8  nos.  per 

Cyclopedic  Review  of  Current  History,         year). 

(quarterly).  Illustrated  American,  (weekly). 

Decorator  and  Furnisher,  (monthly).      Illustrated  London  News,  (weekly). 
Dial,  (semi-monthly).  Indians^  Friend,  (monthly). 

Edinburgh  Review,  (English  edition),  Industries  and  Iron,  (weekly). 

(qusirterly).  Investor's  Supplement  to  the  Commer- 

Education,  (monthly).  cial  and  Financial  Chronicle,*  (bi- 

Educational  Review,  (10  nos.  per  year).         monthly).'*' 
Electrical  Review,*  (weekly).  Iron  Age,  (weekly). 

Electrical  World,  (weekly).  Jeweler's  Weekly,*  (weekly). 

Elektrotechnische  Zeitschrift.  Jewish  Messenger,  (weekly). 

Engineering,  (weekly).  Journal  of  American  Ethnology  and 

Engineering  Magazine,  (monthly).  Archaeology,  (annual). 

Engineenng  Xews,  (weekly).-  Journal  of  American  Folk-Lore,  (quar- 

Engineering  Record,  (weekly).  terly). 

English  Historical  Review,  (quarterly).  Journal  of  Education,  (weekly). 
English  Illustrated  Magazine,  (month-  Journal  of  Political  Economy,  (Univer- 

ly).  sity  of  Chicago),  (quarterly). 

English  Mechanic,  (weekly).  Journal    of    the    Franklin    Institute, 

Esp^ranco,  L',*  (semi-weekly ).i  (monthly). 

Far  and  Near,  (monthly).  Journal  of  the  Society  of  Chemical  In- 

First  Maine  Bugle,  (quarterly).  dustry,  (monthly). 

Forest  and  Stream,  (weekly).  Journal  of  Zoophily,*  (monthly). 

Fortnightly  Review,  (English  edition),  Judge,  (weekly). 

(monthly).  Kindergarten  Magazine,  (monthly). 

Forum,  (monthly).  Ladies'  Home  Journal,  (monthly). 

Free  Russia,  (monthly).*  Library,  (monthly). 

Freethinker's  Magazine,*  (monthly).      Library  Journal,  (monthly). 
Garden  and  Forest,  (weekly).  Library  Notes,  (occasional). 

Good  Government,*  (monthly).  Life,  (weekly). 

Good  Roads,  (monthly).  Lippincott's  Magazine,  (monthly). 

Green  Bag,*  (monthly).  Literary  Digest,*  (weekly). 

Gymnasium,*  (monthly).  Literary  News,  (monthly). 

Harper's  Bazar,  (weekly).  Literary  World,  (fortnightly). 

Harper's  Magazine,  (monthly).  Littell's  Living  Age,  (weekly). 

Harper's  Weekly,  (weekly).  M[a]c  Clure's  Magazine,  (monthly). 

Harper's  Toung  People,  (weekly).  Magazine   of  New  England    Hiatory, 

Harrison's  (Frank)  Shorthand  Magazine,        (quarterly). 

(monthly).  Manifesto,  (monthly). 

Harvard  Graduates'  Magazine,*  (quar-  Manufacturers'  Record,  (weekly). 

terly).  Microscope,  (monthly). 

1  Central  Falls. 
'  At  end  of  year. 
•Glfl. 
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APPENDIX  NO.   1, '-'Continued. 

Monthly  Architectural  Desigus  andDe-  Protestant  Episcopal  Review,  (quarter- 
tails,*  (monthly). 1  ly). 

Monthly    Record   of  Scientific    Liter-  Providence  Daily  Journal,*  (daily), 
ature,*  (Van  Nostrand),  (monthly).  Providence  Journal  of  Commerce,*  (oc- 

Music,  (monthly).  casional). 

Nation,  (weekly).  Providence  Sunday  Journal,*  (weekly). 

National  Car  and  Locomotive  Builder,  Providence  Visitor,*  (weekly), 
(monthly).  Psyche,  (monthly). 

Nature,  (weekly).  Public  Opinion,  (weekly). 

New  England  Historical  and  Genealogi-  Publishers^    Circular  and  Booksellers' 
cal  Register,  (quarterly).  Record,*  (Sotheran),  (weekly). 

New  England  Magazine,  (monthly).        Publishers*  Weekly,  (weekly). 

New  England  StaatenZeitung,*  (week-  Puck,  (weekly), 
ly).  Punch,  (weekly). 

New  World,  (quarterly).  Putnam's  Monthly    Histoiical    Maga- 

New-Church  Review,*  (quarterly).  zine,  (monthly). 

Nineteenth  Century,  (English  edition).  Quarterly  Journal  of  Economics,  (Ilar- 
(monthly).  vard  University),  (qu«arterly). 

North  American  Review,  (monthly).       Quarterly  Review,    (English  edition). 

Notes  and  Queries,  (London),  (weekly).         (quarterly). 

Official  Statements  of  the  Providence  Railroad  Gazette,  (weekly). 

Banks,*  (quarterly).  Rand,  McNally  &  Co.,  Official  Railroad 

Open  Court,*  (weekly).  Guide,  (monthly). 

Ornithologist  and  Oologist,  (monthly).  Reader,  (weekly). 

Outing,  (monthly).  Review      of      Reviews,     (American), 

Paradise  of  the  Pacific,*  (monthly).^  (monthly). 

Path,*  (monthly).  Revue  (La)  de  Paris,  (semi-monthly). 

Pedagogical  Seminary,   (three  times  a  Revue  des  Deux  Mondes,  (semi-month- 
year),  ly). 

Petermann's  Mitteilungen,*  (monthly).  Revue  des  Livres  et  de  Theatre,*  (semi- 
Phonetic  Journal,*  (weekly).  monthly). 

Physical  Review,*  (Cornell  University),  Rhode  Island  Democrat,  (weekly), 
(bi-monthly).  Saint  Nicholas,  (monthly). 

Political  Science  Quarterly,  (Columbia  Saturday  Review,  (weekly). 
College),  (quarterly).  Science,  (weekly). 

Popular  Astronomy,  (10  times  a  year).    Scientific  American,  (weekly). 

Poi>ular  Science  Monthly,  (monthly).      Scientific        Americau      Supplement, 

Portfolio,^  (monthly).  (weekly). 

Postal  Record,*  (monthly).  Scientific    Temperance    Monthly    Ad- 

Proportional    Representation    Review,         vices,*  (monthly). 

(quarterly).  Scribner's  Magazine,  (monthly). 

»  At  end  of  year. 
'  Honolulu. 
^  Ilamerton'fl. 
•Gift. 
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Southern  Historical  Magazine,  (month-  United    States    Government    Publicn- 
ly).  tious,  (monthly). 

Speaker,  (weekly).  United  States  Official    Postal    Guide, 

Spectator,  (weekly).  (monthly). 

Spon*s  Monthly  List  of  Engineering  University  Extension,  (mouthly). 
Books,*  (monthly).  University  Magazine,  (monthly). 

Sun  and  Shade,  (monthly).  Wade's  Fibre  and  Fabric,  (weekly). 

Sunday  School  Times,  (weekly).  Washington  Book  Chronicle,*   (quar- 

Tablet,  The,*  (monthly).  terly). 

Techniker,  Der,*  (monthly).  Westminster    Review,    (English    ed.). 

Textile  Manufacturer,  (monthly).  (monthly). 

Textile         Manufacturing        World,*  Wilson's      Photographic        Magazine, 
(monthly).  (monthly). 

Tips,  (weekly).  Women's  Journal,*  (weekly). 

Travelers'  Record,*  (monthly).  Youth's  Companion,  (weekly). 

Tuftonian,*  (semi-monthly).  Zeitschrift  des  Bauerischen  Kunstge- 

Twentieth  Century,*  (weekly).  werbe  Vereines,  (mouthly). 

Ueber  Land  und  Meer,  (weekly).  Total,  21.1 

United  Service,  (monthly). 

B.      Seri'il    puhlicationa,^     chiefly    of    organizations,^   governments^    etc? 

Advance  Club.    Publications,*  (occa-  American  Historical  Society.     Annual 
sional).  report,  (annual). 

American  Academy  of  Political  and  American  Institute  of  Architects.  Pro- 
Social  Science.   Annals,  (bi-month-  ceedings,  (annual), 
ly).                                                         American  Institute  of  Elec^trical  Engi- 

American  Antiquarian  Society.     Pro-  neers.     Transactions,  (monthly), 

ceedings,  (semi-annual).  American   Institute   of    Mining    Engi- 

American  Association  for  the  Advance-  neers.     Transactions,  (annual), 

ment   of    Science.      Proceedings,  American  Iron  and  Steel   Association, 
(annual).  Bulletin,  (occasional). 

American  Bankers'  Association.    Pro-  American  Library  Association.     Pro- 
ceedings,* (annual).  ceedings,  (annual). 

American  Bar  Association.    Reports,*  American  Public  Health   Association, 
(annual).  Proceedings,  (annual). 

American  Economic  Association.   Pub-  American  School  of   Classical  Studies 
lications,  (bi-monthly).  at  Athens.    Papers,  (occasional). 

American     Folk-Lore    Society.      Me-  American  Social  Science  Association. 
moirs,  (occasional).  Journal,  (annual). 


1  Several  publicationf  of  orgunlzations,  such  as  Psyche,  Journal  of  the  Franklin  Instltnte,  ete^ 
being  better  known  by  their  names,  are  in  Class  A. 
3  The  alphabetical  order  is  by  the  name  of  the  organization, 
*  See  list  C,  following  this,  for  "  annuals." 
•Gift. 
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APPENDIX  NO.  ly'-continued. 

American  Society  of  Civil  Engiiieei-s.  Hai-vard     University.       Studies     and 

Ti-ausactions,  (monthly).  Notes  in  Philology,  etc.,  (occasion- 

American  Society  of  Mechanical  Eugi-         al). 

neers.    Transactions,  (biennial).      Home  Market  Society.    Home    Market 
American       Statistical      Association.  Bulletin,*  (monthly). 

Quarterly  Publications,  (quarter-  Institution    of  Mechanical  Engineers, 

ly).  (London).    Proceedings,   (annual). 

Archieological  Institute  of  America.  Iron    and    Steel    Institute,    (London). 

Papers,  (occasional).  Journal,  (annual). 

Brown  University.    Papers  from  the  Johns  Hopkins  University.  Circulars,* 

Historical  Seminary,*  (occasional).  (monthly  during  term). 

Bureau      of      American      Republics.  Johns     Hopkins    University.    Studies 

Monthly  Bulletin,*  (monthly).  in  Historical  and  Political  Science, 

Columbia    College.     Studies    in    His-  (monthly). 

tory.    Economics,   etc.,  (occasion-  Johns    Hopkins    University.     Studies 

al).  in  Historical  and  Political  Science. 

Columbia  College.    University  Bulle-         Extra  volumes,  (occasional). 

tin,*  (bi-monthly).  Leland    Stanford    Junior    University. 

Connecticut,  State  of.    State  Agricul-         Monographs  in  History  and  Eco- 

tural  Experiment Stiition     Annual         nomics,*  (occasional).* 

report,*  (annual).  Massachusetts,  State  of.    State  Agri- 

Cornell  University.     Agricultural  Ex-         cultural  Experiment  Station.    An- 

periment       Station.        Bulletin,*         nual  Report,*  (annual). 

(monthly).  Massachusetts      Historical       Society. 

Dante  Society.      [Cambridge,   Mass.]  Collections,  (annual). 

Annual  Reports,*  (annual).  Massachusetts       Historical      Society. 

Egypt    Exploration    Fund.      Publica-         Proceedings,  (annual). 

tions,  (occasional).  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology. 

Essex  Institute.    Bulletin,*  (quarter-         Architectural  Review,  (8  nos.   per 

ly).  year). 

Essex    Institute.      Historical    Collec-  Massachusetts    Institute    of    Technol- 

tions,*  (quarterly).  ogy.    Technology  Quarterly,  (quar- 

Filson  Club.    Publications,  (occasion-         terly). 

al).*  Michigan    Political    Science    Associa- 

Folk-Lore  Society,   (London).     Folk-         tion.    Publications. 

Lore  Journal,  (quarterly).  Munsell's  Historical  Series,  (occasion- 

Hartford  Theological  Seminary.   Hart-    .      al). 

ford  Seminary  Record,*  (bi-month-  National  Conference  of  Charities  and 

ly).  Corrections.  Proceedings,  (annual). 

Harvard  University.     Bulletin,*  (quar-  National      Educational      Association. 

terly).  Proceedings,  (annual). 


1  "  Continuations  "  such  as  the  above  are  entered  if  an  Issue  has  been  received  during  the  year, 
but  not  otherwise. 
•  Gift . 
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APPENDIX  NO.  1,— continued. 

Nebraska  State    Historical     Society.  United   States   of   America.     Depart- 

Transactions  and  Reports,*  (occa-         ment  of  Agriculture.     Bulletin  of 

sional).  the    New  England     Weather   Ser- 

New  Hampshire,  State  of.   State  Agri-         vice,*  (monthly). 

cultural  Experiment  Station.  Bui-  United    States    of    America.     Depart- 

letin,*  (occasional).  ment    of    Agriculture.       Monthly 

New  York,  State  of.    Plegents'  Bulle-         Report  on  Crops,*  (monthly). 

tin,*  (occasional).  United    States   of   America.      Depart- 

Ohio  Commandery  of  the  Loyal  Le-         ment    of     Agriculture.       Montbly 

gion.    Sketches  of  War  History,  Weather  Reviews,*  (monthly). 

(biennial).  United    States    of    America.      Depart- 

Prince    Society.    Publications,   (occa-         ment   of  Agriculture.     Report   of 

sional).  the  Ohio  Weather  and  Crop  Ser- 

Providence    Young    Men^s    Christian  vice,*  (monthly). 

Association.    Association  Notes,*  United    States   of   America.     Depirt- 

(monthly).  ment   of  Agriculture.     Report  of 

Rhode  Island,  State  of.    State  Board  the  statistician,*  (monthly). 

of    Health.      Monthly    Bulletin,*  United    States    of    America.      Dep.irt- 

(monthly).  ment  of    State.      Bulletin    of   the 

Rhode    Island    College    of    Agricul-         Rolls  and  Library,*  (occasional). 

ture,  etc.  Bulletin  of  the  Agricul-  United    States    of    America.     Dep.art- 

tural  Experiment  Station,*  (occa-         ment  of  State.    Consular  Reports/ 

sional).  (occasional). 

Rhode     Island     Historical     Society.  United    States   of    America.      Depart- 

Publications,  (quarterly).  ment  of  State.    Consular   Reports, 

Rhode  Island  Medical  Society.    Trans-         (Special),  (occasional). 

actions,*  (annual).  United    States    of    America.     Depart- 

Society  for  tlie  Collegiate  Instruction         ment    of     the    Interior.       Official 

of    Women.      Fay    House    Mono-         Gazette    of    the     Patent    Office,* 

graphs,  (occasional).  (weekly). 

Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Historical  Socie-  United    States    of    America.     Depart- 

ty  of  Rhode  Island.    Personal  nar-         ment  of  the  Navy.     Astronomical 

ratives,  (occasional).  Papers  of  the  American  Ephemer- 

Uni ted  States  of  America.     Census  Bu-  is,*  (occasional). 

reau.    Bulletin,*  (occasional).  United    States    of    America.      Official 

United  States  of  America.   Census  Bu-         Records  of  the  Union  and  Coofed- 

reau.    Reports,*  (occasional).  erate  Armies,*  (occasional).* 

United  States  of  America.     Coast  and  United  States  of  America.     Smithsoo- 

Geodetic  Survey.    Bulletin,*  (oc-         ian  Institution.     Annual   Report,* 

casional).  (annual). 

United  States  of  America.    Congres-  United  States  of  America.     Smitbson- 

sional  Record,*  (daily,  during  ses-         ian  Institution.     Contributions  to 

sion).  Knowledge,*  (occasional). 


1  AccompaDied  with  atlas. 
•Gift. 
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United  States  of  America.    Smithson-  Woixsester  Society  of  Antiquity.    Pub- 

ian      Institution.     Miscellaneous         lications,  (occasional). 

Contributions,*  (occasional).  Yale    University.      Studies   from   the 

University    of   Pennsylvania.    Publi-         Psychological  Laboratory,*    (occa- 

cations,  (occasional).  sional). 

Vermont,    State    of.      State  Agricul-  Yale  University.     Transactions  of  the 

tural  Experiment  Station.  Annual         Astronomical  Observatory,*  (occa- 

Report,*  (annual).  sional). 

Total 87 

Add  library  periodicals,  named  on  p.  19 24 

m 

C.     Annuals  and  biennials^  including  almanacs^  etc. 

Almanach  de  Gotha,  1894.     (Official).    Crockford's  Clerical    Directory,    1898. 
American    Annual   of    Photography,  (Church  of  England). 

1892.     (Photography).  Dispensatory  of  the  United  States  of 

American  Board  Almanac  of  Missions,         America,  1894.     (Pharmaceutical). 

1894.*    (Christian  missions).  Dockham's  American  Report  and  Direc- 

American  Church  Almanac,  etc.,  1894.*         tory,  1893.    (Textiles). 

(Protestant  Episcopal  Church).        Dod's  Peerage,  1892.     (Heraldic). 
American  Newspaper  Directory, (Row-  HazelPs     Annual,     1894.       (Encyclo- 

ell's),  1894.     (Newspaper  lists).  psedic). 

American  Philatelist  and  Year-book,  Hoffman's    Catholic     Directory,    etc., 

1894.    (Postage  stamps).  1894.*    (Roman  Catholic  Church). 

Anu^e  (L')  Litt^raire,  1893.  (Literary).  Houghtaling^s    Hand-book    of   Useful 
Ann^e  (L*)ScientiflqueetIndustrielle,         Information,  1894.     (Statistical). 

1892.    (Scientific).  Index  to  the  Periodical  literature  of 

Annual  Burns  Chronicle,   etc.,  1893.*         the  World,  1894.     (Periodical  liter- 

(Burns  literature).  ature). 

Annual    Catalogues;    American    and  Johnston    Directory,     1894.      (Local; 

English, 1893.(Trade  bibliography).         statistical). 
Annual  Literary  Index,  1893.     (Peri-  Liber  Brunensis,   1893.      (Societies  of 

odical  literature,  etc.)  Brown  University). 

Annual    Statistician,    etc.  (McCarty),  M[a]cPher8on^s  Hand-book  of  Politics, 

1894.     (Statistical).  1892.^    (Governmental  and  Politi- 

Appleton^s  Annual  Cyclopaedia,  1893.         cal;  United  States). 

(Statistical).  Manual   of    American     Water-works, 

Army    and  Navy    Year-book,    1893.*         1891.^    (Statistical;  water- works). 

(Military  and  naval).  Medical  and  Surgical  Register  of  the 

Barker*s    Facts    and    Figures,    1892.  United    SUtes,    1890.*      (Medical, 

(Statistical).  etc.) 

Coal  Trade,  (Saward's),  1893.*  (Coal).  Mineral  Industry  of  the  United  States, 
Constitutional  Year-book,  1894.   (Gov.  (Rothwell's),    1892.      (Mineralogi- 

ernmental;  Great  Britain).  cal). 

1  Next  issae  in  1801. 
s  Next  issue  in  1805. 
•Gift. 
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Musical  Year-book,  1893.     (Music).  State  and  City  Supplement  to  Corn- 

New  £ngland  Business  Directory,  1894.         mercial  and  Fibancial    Chronicle, 

(Business).  1893.*    (Financial). 

Pliotograpbic  Mosaics,  1893.    (Pliotog-  Statesman's  Tear-book,  1894.     (Official 

rapby).  and  statistical). 

Poor's  Manual  of  Investment  Securi-  Statistical  Year-book  of  Canada,  1892,* 

ties,  1893.     (Financial).  (Official). 

Poor's    Manual    of    Railroads,    1893.  Textile    Manufacturer  Annual,    1894.* 

(Railroads).  (Textiles). 

Providence,  City  of.  City  Manual,  1894.*  Tribune     Almanac,    1894.       (Political 

(Official,  statistical,  etc.)  and  statistical). 

Providence    Almanac,    1894.      (Local;  Tribune    (Sew     York)     Index,    1892. 

statistical).  (Index  to  general  news  and  iufor- 

Providence   Directory,    1893.      (Local;         mation). 

statistical).  United  States  of  America.     Congres- 

Providence    Journal  Almanac,    1894.*         sional  Directory,  1893.*    (Official). 

(Local;   statistical).  United    States   of    America.     Depart- 

Providence      Post-Office      Year-book,         raent    of    the    Navy.      American 

1893.*  (Local;  postal;  statistical).  Ephemeris  and  Nautical  Almanac, 

Providence  Tax  Book,  1893.     (Local;  1896.*    (Astronomical). 

financial).  United    States    of    America.      Official 

Publishers'   Trade  List  Annual,  1893.  Register,  1894.*    (Biennial).     (Of- 

(Trade  bibliography).  ficial). 

Record    of    Scientific    Progress,   1891.  Whitaker's  Almanack,    1804.     (Statis- 

(Scientific).  tical). 

Rhode  Island,  State  of.   Rhode  Island  World   Almanac,   1894.     (Political  and 

Manual,   1894.*     (Official,   histori-         statistical). 

cal  and  statistical).  Yachtsman's     Annual      Guide,     1893. 

Scientific  American  Reference  Book,  (Yachting). 

1893.     (Statistical;  mechanical). 

Total 5S 


SUMMARY. 


A.  General  list  of  periodicals, 213 

B.  Serial  publications,  chiefly  of  organizations,  governments,  etc,  ...     ill 

C.  Annuals  and  biennials,  including  almanacs,  etc., 5§ 

Total 3gj 


•  Gift. 
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A  classified  regrouping  of  the  periodicals,  serials,  etc,  named  above* 

1.  Literary  and  critical  journals.    Nation,^  Critic,  Literary  World,  Dial,  Literary  New8,>  Book 

News,  Book  Note8,i  (Am.);*  and  Quarterly  Reyiew,'  Kdinbargli  Review,^  Westminster 
Review,!  Black  wood's,*  Athenieum.i  Academy  ,*  Saturday  Review  ,i  Spectator,*  Speaker,* 
(Kn/i^.) ;  Revue  dcs  Deux  Mondes,  La  Revue  de  Paris,*  Revue  des  I^ivres  et  du  Tb^atre,^ 
L*  Ann^e  Litt<:'raire,  (Cont.) 

2.  Studies  of  language  and  literature,    American  Journal  of  Philology,  Harvard  University 

Studios  and  Notes  in  Philology,  etc.,  American  School  of  Classical  Studies  at  Athens 
I'apers,*  Dante  Society  Reports,  (Am.);  Annual  Burns  Chronicle,  (Eng.) 

3.  Phonetics^  shorthand,  etc,    Frank  Harrison's  Shorthand   Magazine,  (Am.);  and  Phonetic 

Journal,  (Eng.) 

4.  Selections,  reprints,  etc.    LittelPs  Living  Age,  Literary  Digest,  Literary  News,*  Current 

Literature,  Public  Opinion,  Review  of  Reviews,  (Am.) 

5.  Indexes  to  perio<lical  literature.    Annual  Literary  Index,  Index  to  the  Periodical  Literature 

of  the  World,  The  Reader,  New  York  Dally  Tribune  Index,  (Am.)> 
ft.     Trade  bibliography^  etc.    Annual  catalogues;    American  and  English,  Publishers'  Trade 
List  Annual,  Publishers'  Weekly,  American  Newspaper  Directory,  (Am,);  and  Book. 
sdler.  Publishers'  Circular,  (Eng.) 

7.  Special  bulletins  of  current  publications.     Bulletin  Mensuel,    (C.  Relnwald),  (and  the 

monthly  lists  of  B.  Westermann,  G.  E.  Stechert,  T.  H.  Castor  &  Co.,  Koehler,  Neumann 
^  Co.,  and  others),  Mitteilungf  n  der  Verlagsbuchhandlung,  Monatliches  Verzeiohniss, 
(For.  lit.);  Monthly  Record  of  Scientific  Literature,*  (Van  Nostrand's),  Spon's  Monthly 
List  of  Engineering  Books*,  (Sclent.) ;  Washington  Book  Chronicle,  United  States  Got- 
eminent  Publications,  (Govt,  pub.) 

8.  JAbrary   management.     Library  Journal,  Library   Notes,   Proceedings  of  the  American 

Library  Association,  (Am.);  Library,  (Bng.);  Centralblatt  fUr  Bibliothekswesen, 
(Cont.) 

0.  Special  journals  of  individual  libraries.*  Bulletin,  (Apprentices'  Library,  Philadelphia) ; 
Bulletin,  (Boston  Public  Library);  Open  Shelf,  (Cleveland  Public  Library);  Books, 
(Denver  Public  Library);  Bulletin,  (Hartford  Public  Library);  Bulletin,  (Lawrence 
I'ublic  Library) ;  Bulletin,  (Los  Angeles  Public  Library) ;  Quarterly  Index,  (Milwaukee 
Public  Library) ;  Quarterly  Bulletin,  (Minneapolis  Public  Library) ;  Library  Record, 
(Jersey  City  Public  Library) ;  Library  News,  (Newark  Public  Library);  Bulletin,  (Otis 
Library,  Norwich,  Ct.);  Bulletin,  (Salem  Public  Library);  Library  Bulletin,  (Spring. 
Held  City  Library;  Bulletin  of  Additions,  (Worcester  Free  Public  Library);  Library 
Record,  (Helena  (Mont.)  Public  Library);  Bulletin,  (New  York  Mercantile  Library); 
Bulletin.  (Mercantile  Library,  Philadelphia);  Oar  Library,  (Portland  (Ore.)  Library 
Association) ;  State  Library  Bulletin,  (New  York  State  Library);  Bibliographical  Con- 
tributions, (Bowdoln  College  Library);  Library  Bulletin,  (Cornell  University  Library) ; 
Bibliographical  Contributions,  (Harvard  College  Library);  Bulletin  of  the  Department 
of  Rolls  and  Library  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  State,*  (Am.) 

10.  History,  Cyclopedic  Review  of  Current  History,*  Magazine  of  New  England  History,*  New 
England  Magazine,*  Annual  Report  of  American  Historical  Association,  Proceedings  of 
the   American   Antiquarian   Society,   Proceedings   of    the   Massachusetts  Historical 


*  Entered  also  under  other  headings. 

3  Explanation  of  Abbreviations.— "Am.,"  American;  "Can.,"  Canadian;  **Eng.,"  English; 
••Cont.,"  Continental;  ••For.  lit.,"  Foreign  literature;  ••Sclent.,"  Scientific;  ••Govt,  pub.," 
Government  publications. 

s  24  libraries. 
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Society,  Collectlonf  of  the  Massachasetta  Historical  Sodetj,  Pnblleatioiu  of 
the  Rhode  Island  Uistorieal  Society,  Book  Notes,^  Nebraska  HUtorieal  Society 
Bolletin,  Historical  Collections  of  the  Essex  Institate,  Bulletin  of  the  Essex 
Institute^,  Publications  of  the  Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity,  Pntnam'a  Monthly  His- 
torical Magazine,  American  Monthly  Magazine,  Personal  NarratlTee  of  the  Soldiers* 
and  Sailors*  Historical  Society  of  Rhode  Island,  First  Maine  Bug le,  Ohio  Commandeiy 
of  the  Loyal  Legion  Sketches  of  War  History,  Confederate  War  Journal,  C^fflefal  Records 
of  the  Union  and  Confederate  Armies,  Hanrard  Historical  Monographs,  Fay  House 
Monographs,  Papers  from  the  Historical  Seminary  of  Brown  Unirersity,  Colnndiia  Col- 
lege  Studies  in  History,  Economics,  etc.,*  Johns  Hopkins  University  Studies  in  Histcri* 
cal  and  Political  Science^ ;  also,  **  Extra  volumes  *'  * ;  Leland  Stanford  Junior  University 
Monographs  in  History  and  Economics^,  Papers  of  the  American  School  of  Classiesl 
Studies  at  Athens;  Old  South  Leaflets,  American  History  Leaflets,  Prince  Society 
Publications,  Munsell*s  Historical  Series,  Flison  Club  Publications,  Bulletin  of  the 
Department  of  Rolls  and  Library  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  State,*  Monthly  BnlletiB 
of  the  Bureau  of  American  Bepablics,*  New  England  Historical  and  Grenealogleal  Beg* 
isterS(Am.);  and  English  Historical  Review,  (Eng.) 

11.  Biography  and  Genealogy.    New  England  Historical  and  Genealogical  Register,*  Putnam's 

Monthly  Historical  Magazine,*  Magazine  of  New  England  History,*  (Am.) 

12.  Geography t  etc.*    Around  the  World,  Appalacbia,  Outing,  Monthly  Bulletin  of  the  Burets 

of  American  Republics,*  American  School  of  Classical  Studies  at  Athens  Papers,*  Rand, 
McNally  Co.,  Oflicial  Railroad  Guide,*  (Am.) ;  Egypt  Exploration  Fund  Publicatioai, 
(Eng.) ;  Petermann's  Mitteilungen,  (Cont.) 

13.  Piychology.    Studies  from  the  Psychological  Laboratory  of  Yale  University,  Pedagogicsl 

Seminary,*  (Am). 

14.  BeUgion,  ethicM^  theology^  etc.    Protestant  Episcopal  Review,  American  Church  Almanse, 

Hoffman's  Catholic  Directory,  Catholic  World,*  Catholic  Reading  Circle  Review,  Tablet, 
Jewish  Messenger,  Freethinker's  Magazine,  Path,  Open  Court,  New  World,  Hartford 
Seminary  Record,  Biblical  World,  New  Church  Review,  Manifesto,  American  Board 
Almanac,  Providence  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  Notes,  Sunday-School  Tifliei, 
(Am.);  and  Crockford's  Clerical  Directory,  Critical  Review,  (Eng.) 

15.  Natural  Science.    Physical  Review,  American  Journal  of  Science,  Journal  of  the  Franklin 

Institute,  Popular  Science  Monthly,  American  Naturalist,  Science,  Annual  Report  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  Contributions  to  Knowledge  ol  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 
Miscellaneous  Contributions  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  Bulletin  of  the  United 
States  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey,  Proceedings  of  the  American  Association  for  the 
Advancement  of  Science,  Bulletin  of  the  Essex  Institute,  Forest  and  Stream,  Amateor 
Sportsman,  American  Monthly  Microscopical  Journal,  Microscope,  Ornithologist  and 
Otflogist,  Auk,  Psyche,  (Am.) ;  Nature,  Journal  of  the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry, 
(Eng.),  and  L' Ann^e  Sclentlflque  et  Industrlelle,  (Cont.) 

16.  Meteorology.    Monlhly  Weather  Review,  Bulletin  of  the  New  England  Weather  Serviee, 

Ohio  Weather  and  Crop  Service  Bulletin,^  (Am.) 

17.  Astronomy.    American  Ephemerls  and  Nautical  Almanac,  Astronomical  Papers  of  the 

American  Ephemerls,  Yale  University  Astronomical  Observatory  Annals,  Popalsr 
Astronomy,  (Am.) 

18.  Agriculture.    American  Agriculturist,  Bulletin  of  the  Rhode  Island  Agricultural  Experi- 

ment Station,  Annual  Report  of  the  Connecticut  Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  An* 
nual  Report  of  the  Massachusetts  Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  Bulletin  of  the  Nev 
Hampshire  Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  Annual  Report  of  the  Vermont  Agricnl* 
tural  Experiment  Station,  Bulletin  of  the  Cornell  University  Agricultural  Fxperim^ 
Station,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  Monthly  Report  on  Crops,  Report  of 
the  Statistician,  and  Ohio  Weather  and  Crop  Service  Bulletin,*  (Am.) 
10.  Horticulture  and  Landscape  Gardening.  American  Gardening,  American  Florist,  Gaiden 
and  Forest,  (Am.) 


*  Entered  also  under  other  headings. 

*  Including  travel,  exploration,  mountain  climbing,  etc. 
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20.  Medicine  and   Sanitary  Science.    Transactions  of  the  Rhode  leland  Medical  Society, 

Monthly  Bulletin  of  the  Rhode  Island  State  Board  of  Health,  Gymnasluin,i  American 
Public  Health  Association  Publications,  Medical  and  Surgical  Register  of  the  United 
States,  Dispensatory  of  the  United  States,  (Am.) 

21.  Engineering.    Transactions  of  the  American  Society  of  Civil  Engineers,  Transactions  ot 

the  American-Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers,  Transactions  of  the  American  Institute 
of  Electrical  Engineers,  Transactions  of  the  American  Institute  of  Mining  Engineers, 
Engineering  News,  Engineering  Magazine,  Engineering  Record,  American  Engineer  and 
Railroad  Journal,!  Monthly  Record  of  Scientific  Literature,^  (Van  Nostrand*s),  Spon'i 
Monthly  List  of  Engineering  Books,!  Good  Roads,*  Manual  of  American  Water-works, 
(Am.);  and  Engineering  Transactions  of  the  Society  of  Engineers,  Institution  of 
Mechanical  Engineers,  (Eng.) 

22.  Hailroada.    Railroad  Gazette,  American  Engineer  and  Railroad  Journal,!  National  Car 

and  Locomotive  Builder,  Poor's  Manual  of  Railroads,!  Rand,  McNally  Co.  Official  Rail- 
road Guide,!  (Am.) 

23.  Electricity.    Transactions  of  the  American  Institute  of  Electrical  Engineers,  Electrical 

World,  Electrical  Enterprise,  Electrical  Review,  (Am.),  and  Elektrotechnische  Zeit- 
Bchrift,  (Cont.) 

14.  Manv/acturea^  inventioni,  patentit  etc.  Scientific  American,  Scientific  American  Sup- 
plement,  Scientific  American  Reference  Book,  Official  Gazette  of  the  United  States 
Patent  Office,  American  Iron  and  Steal  Association  Bulletin,  Textile  Manufacturing 
Record,  Dockham's  American  Report  and  Directory,  Wade's  Fibre  and  Fabric,  Der 
Tecliniker,  Iron  Age,  Jeweler's  Weekly,!  (Am.);  Industries  and  Iron  Textile  Manu- 
facturer, Textile  Manufacturer  Annual,  Journal  of  the  Iron  and  Steel  Institute,  Journal 
of  the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry,  (Eng.),  and  L'Ann^  Sdentlfique  et  Induetrlelle, 
(Cont.) 

25.  MiscellaneouB  practical  icience.  Practical  Mechanic,  American  Machinist,  Scientic  Ameri- 
can, Scientific  American  Supplement,  Scientific  American  Reference  Book,  Journal  of 
the  Franklin  institute.  Technology  Quarterly,  Monthly  Record  of  Scientific  Literature, 
(Van  Nostrand's),  Spon's  Monthly  List  of  Engineering  Books,!  (Am.);  and  English 
Mechanic,  (Eng.) 

2(i.  Commerce^  finance^  etc.  Bradstreet's,  Commercial  and  Financial  Chronicle,  Investor's 
Supplement  to  the  Commercial  and  Financial  Chronicle,  Poor's  Manual  of  Investment 
Securities,  Poor's  Bianual  of  Railroads,!  Coal  Trade,  Proceedings  of  the  American 
Bankers'  As.«ociation,  Bankers'  Magazine,  Banking  Law  Journal,!  Bank  Notes.  Official 
Statements  of  the  Providence  Banks,  Providence  Journal  of  Commerce,  Publications 
of  the  Advance  Club,  New  England  Business  Directory,  Providence  Directory,  John- 
ston Directory,  Publications  of  the  American  Economic  Association,!  Travelers' Record,* 
United  States  Consular  Reports;!  (also  the  special  reports),!  Bulletin  of  the  United 
Staten  Eleventh  Census,!  Reports  of  the  United  States  Eleventh  Census,!  Monthly  Bui- 
letln  of  the  Bureau  of  American  Republics,  (Am.);  Industries,  and  Iron,  (Eng.) 

27.  Education.    Proceedings  of  the  National  Educational  Association,  Educational  Review, 

redagogical  Seminary,  Education,  Journal  of  Education,  Learner  and  Teacher,  Uni- 
versify  Magazine,  Chautauqnan,!  University  Extension,  Kindergarten  Magazine. 

28.  Puhliratiom  representing  individual  colleges.    Bulletin  of  Harvard  University,  University 

Bulletin  of  Columbia  College,  Johns  Hopkins  University  Circulars;  also  Harvard  Gradu- 
ates' Magazine;  also  Brown  Magazine,!  Brunonian,!  Toftonian,;  also  Liber  Brunensis. 

29.  Social  movements^  r^ormi,  etc.    Charities  Review,  Proceedings  of  the  National  Conference 

of  Charities  and  Corrections,  Publications  of  the  American  l*ublic  Health  Association, 
Publications  of  the  American  Economic  Association,!  Journal  of  Social  Science,!  Social 
Economist,  Twentieth  Century,  Far  and  Near,  Journal  of  Zoophily,  Scientific  Temper- 
ance  Monthly  Advices,  Indian's  Friend,  Free  Russia,  Good  Government,  Proportional 
Representation  Review,  Good  Roads,!  Publications  of  the  Advance  Club.! 

!  Entered  also  under  other  headings. 
*  Insurance. 
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80.    Tar^.    American  Economist,  Home  Market  Bulletin,  Nation.^ 

31.  MdnuaU  of  government,  'joliticM,  adminiatrationt  etc.    Official   Register  of  the  United 

States,  Congressional  Directory,  Congressional  Record,  New  York  Stmte  Library  Bulk- 
tin,  Rhode  Island  Manual,^  Providence  City  Blanual,  Providence  Directory,^  Johnstoa 
Directory,^  Providence  Tax  Book,  Providence  Journal  Almanac,*  Providence  Post 
Office  Year  Book,*  United  States  Official  Postal  Guide,  Postal  Record,  Good  Govero- 
ment,  McPherson's  Handbook  of  Politics,  Tribune  Almanac,*  World  Almanse,! 
Annual  Statistician,*  Appleton's  Annual  Cyclopffidia,*  (Am.) ;  also  Statietleal  Tear  Book 
of  Canada,  (Can.) ;  also  Statesman's  Year  Book,  Constitutional  Year  Book,  Dod's  Peer- 
age, etc.,*  Barker's  Facts  and  Figures,  Hazell's  Annual,  Whltaker's  AlmaDae,  (Eng .) ; 
also  Almanach  de  Gotha,  (Cont.) 

32.  Law.    Reports  of  the  American  Bar  Association,  Harvard  Law  Revleiv,  Albany  Lav 

Journal,  Banking  Law  Journal,*  (Am.) 

33.  Army  and  Xary.    United  Service,  The  Year's  Naval  Progress,  Army  and  Navy  Year-book. 

(Am.) 

34.  Heraldry.    Dod's  Peerage,  etc.,*  (Eng.) 

35.  Folk  Lore.    Journal  of  American  Folk-lore,*  Memoirs  of  the  American  Folk-lore  Societj. 

(Am.) ;  Folk-lore  Journal,*  (Eng.) 

36.  Miscellaneous  economic  and  poHticcU  discussion.    Publications  of  the  American  Economic 

Association,*  Annals  oftlie  American  Academy  of  Political  and  Social  Science,  Quarterly 
Publications  of  the  American  Statistical  Association,*  Journal  of  .Social  Science,*  Publi- 
cations of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  Johns  Hopkins  University  Studies  in  Histor- 
ical and  Political  Science,*  Leland  Stanford  Junior  University  Monographs  in  Historj 
and  Economics,*  Columbia  College  Studies  in  History,  Economics,  etc.,*  Political 
Science  Quarterly,  (Columbia  College),  Quarterly  Journal  of  Economics.  (Harvard  Cai- 
verslty),  Quarterly  Journal  of  Political  Economy,  (University  of  Chicago),  Michigan 
Political  Science  Association  Publications,  Nation,  Publications  of  the  Advance  Clab, 
(Am.) ;  Saturday  Review,*  Spectator.*  Speaker,*  ( Eng.) 

37.  Statistics.    Quarterly  Publications  of  the  American  Statistical  Association,*  Bulletins  of  th« 

United  States  Eleventh  Census,*  Report  of  the  United  States  Eleventh  Census,  United 
States  Consular  Reports  ;*  (also  the  Special  Reports),*  Appleton's  Annual  Cyclopedia,* 
Annual  Statistician  and  Economist,  Houghtallng's  Hand-book  of  Useful  Information, 
Tribune  Almanac,*  World  Almanac,*  Daily  News  Almanac  and  Political  Register,* 
Providence  Journal  Almanac,*  Providence  Almanac,  Providence  Directory,  Johnston 
Directory,  Providence  Tax  Book,  Rhode  Island  Manual,  (Am.);  Statesman's  Y'ear-book, 
Hazell's  Annual,  Barker's  Facts  and  Figures,  VVhltaker's  Almanac,  (Eng.) 

38.  Art.    Art  Amateur,  (Am.);  Portfolio,  (Eng.) ;  L'  Art  pour  Tons,. (Cont.) 

30.  Design  ami  Us  application.  Art  Interchange,  Jeweler's  Weekly,*  Cabinet  Maker,  Deco- 
rator and  Furnisher,  (Am.);  Textile  Manufacturer,*  (Eng.);  Zeitschrift  des  Bauer- 
ischen  Kunstgewerbe  Vereines,  L'  Art  pour  Tous,  (Cont.) 

40.  Architecture.    Proceedings  of  the  American  Institute  of  Architects,  American  Architect, 

Architectural  Record,  Building  Budget,  Architecture  and  Building,  Modern  Architect* 
ural  Designs  and  Details,  Architectural  Review,  (Am.) 

41.  Archaology.    Papers  of  the  Archaeological  Institute  of  America,  American  Journal  of 

Archaeology,  Papers  of  the  American  School  of  Classical  Studies  at  Athens,  Journal  of 
American  Ethnology  and  Archnology,  Journal  of  American  Folk-lore,*  American  Jour- 
nal of  Numismatics,  (Am.) ;  Egypt  Exploration  Fund  Publications,  Folk-lore  Journal,* 
Notes  and  Queries,  (Eng.) 

42.  Art  collections,  etc.    Collector,  American  Journal  of  Numismatics,  American  Philatelist, 

(Am.) 

43.  Fcuhions.    Harper's  Bazar,  (Am.) 

44.  Photography.    Sun  and  Shade,  Wilson's  Photographic  Magazine,  Wilson's  Photographic 

Mosaics,  American  Annual  of  Photography,  (Am.) ;  British  Journal  of  Photography, 
(Eng.) 


*  Entered  also  under  other  headings. 
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45.  Muiic.    Music,  Musical  Year-book,  (Am.) 

46.  ExtrciBt^  sporti^  etc,    GymDasiam,^  Outing,  Forest  and  Stream,  Yachtiman's  Annual 

Guide,  (Am.) 

47.  JIumoroui.    Life,  Puck,  Judge,  Tips,^  (Am.);  Punch,  (Eng.) 

48.  Juvenile  Pubticationi,    St.  Nicholas,  Harper's  Young  People,  Youth's  Companion,  (Am.) 

49.  Local  PublicationSt  Jthode  Island.    Providence  Daily  Journal,  Providence  Sunday  Journal, 

Rhode  Island  Democrat,  Providence  Visitor,  American,  Tips,^  Brown  Magazine,*  Bru- 
nonian,!  Liber  Brunensis,^  Book  Notes,i  Providence  Young  Men's  Christian  Association 
Notes,!  Publications  of  the  Advance  Club,i  Rhode  Island  Manual,^  Providence  City 
Manual,  Providence  Journal  Almanac,^  Providence  Almanac,*  Providence  Directory,* 
Johnston  Directory,*  Providence  Tax  Book,*  (Providence);  L'  Espcrance,  (Central 
Falls) ;  Magazine  of  New  England  History,*  (Am). 

50.  Local  Publications^  JIau*aii,    Paradise  of  the  Pacific. 

51.  General  or  miHcellaneous  publications.    North  American  Review,  Forum,  Arena,  Atlantic 

Monthly,  Harper's  Magazine,*  Century,*  Scribner's  Magazine,*  Cosmopolitan,*  McClure's 
Magazine,*  New  England  Magazine,*  Lippincott's,  Catholic  World,*  Chautauquan,*  Call- 
fornian,*  Nation,*  Book  Notes,*  Illustrated  American,*  Harper's  Weekly,*  Ladies'  Home 
Journal,*  New  England  Staaten  Zeitung,  (Am.);  Nineteenth  Century;  Contemporary 
Review,  Fortnightly  Review,  Blackwood's,  Westminster  Review,*  Quarterly  Review,* 
Edinburgh  Review,*  English  Illustrated  Magazine,*  Athenaeum,*  Academy,*  Saturday 
Review,*  Spectator,*  Speaker,*  Illustrated  London  News,*  (Eng.);  Revue  des  Deux 
Mondes,  La  Revue  de  Paris,  Revue  des  Livres  et  du  Th<3atre,  Ueber  Land  und  Meer,* 
(Cont.). 


*  Entered  also  under  other  headings. 

*  Illustrated. 
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0BNER4.L  STATEMENT  OF  THE  YEAS' 

GROWTH. 

DiVISIOKB.                    , 

No.  in  library, 
Jan.  1, 1893. 

4,649 
217 
66!! 

i 

ii 

(1)  Books  in  circuUtion 

(2)  Books  for  reference ' 

(3)  Reports'  for  reference — 

30,510 

2,3C9 
16,326 

304 
18 

n 

43.7» 
2,5« 
lti.89S 

58,2(H 

Also,  from  Franklin 
Lyceum,^       4,571 
vols,,  making,  in 
all,tt2,77«. 

5,549 

3W 

63,355 

APPENDIX  NO.  3. 

SOURCES  OF  ACCESSIONS. 


Sources. 

ft 

li 

III 

20,470* 
2,110 
33,652 

2,om 

2,121* 
738 

34^ 
S2.1W 

05,241 

5,549 

70.TW 

lw«ii  (S)  and  (3)  H 
Mtloat,  etc.,  chicB/  Included  In  Dliiilon  B  of  Appendix  So.  11. 

'  The  cLmlfliaitioii  of  theie  rolumei  bivlDR  been  completed,  opportnnltr  1*  bow  takci  t» 
repoit  IhFm  wllta  Ihe  miiln  bod^  or  the  llbTary.    Srt  Appendleea  S  *Dd  S. 

•Inelndlng  the  Fnnktln  Ljceniii  tiuaTer,  referrtd  to  In  Appendix  Mo.  %. 
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APPENDIX  NO.  4. 

GROSS   AKD  NET  INCREASE   OF  THE  YEAR. 


GAIN. 

LOSS. 

(I) — Bv  Durchftse^ 

2,600 

2,121 

738 

1 

By  withdrawal.6  (1803) 

399 

(2)— By  transfer,^  exchange' 

etc 

(3)— Bv  ffift  

V'-'/       *'J  ri***'    

Gross  craiii  

♦5,549 
309 

Loss  deducted 

Net  crain 

5,150 

1 

1  See  Appendix  No  3. 

3  Incluuing  what  havebeen  coQDted  in  previous  reports  ai  unbound  periodicals,  pamphlets, 
etc.,  but  counted  here  for  tlie  first  time  as  Tolumes. 

'  Those  whicli  have  been  received  by  exchange  are  acknowledged  in  Division  C  of  Appendix 
No.  11. 

*  8ee  Appendices  2  and  3. 

°  Through  being  worn  out,  etc. 

APPENDIX  NO.  5. 

TOTAL  ACCESSIONS  OF  THE  YEAR  ARRANGED  BY  CLASSES. 


ADDED  IN  1893.^ 


PRESENT    TOTAL.  1 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

H 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 


Fiction^ 

General 

Literature,  miscellaneous* 

Biojjraphy 

History 

Social  science 

Art  (including  music") 

Ge<»graphy 

Philosophic.ll  science 

Practical  science 

Juvenile  books" 

Natural  science 


932 
592 
539    I 

458  >' 

402 

38« 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
0 


3(i0  1 1    7 


344 
295 
192 
191 
169 


4,806 
In  neither  of  the  above  classes, ^^      683 

5,549 


8 

9 

10 

11 

12 


Fiction^. 

History 

General'* 

Literature,  miscellaneous* 

Bio^raph^ 

Social  science 

Geography 

Philosophical  science 

Practical  science 

Juvenile  books® 

Natural  science 

Art  (including  music^) .... 


6,315 
6,011 
65,487 
85,017 
4,979 
4,424 
3,680 
2,849 
2,314 
2,106 
1,979 
1,843 


47,004 
In  neither  of  the  above  classes,^^  16,351 

a3,355 


1  The  order  of  arrangement  is  by  rank  in  no. 
of  vols. 

>  Adult  fiction ;  (not  including  iuvenlle  stories.) 

3  Those  not  exclusively  classed  under  the  other 
headings. 

*  Not  including  fiction. 


0  Comprising  2,934  bound  vols,  of  periodicals. 

•  ••  1,030     ••        "      "  •• 
v  Musical  scores,  100  vols. 

•  "  "      206    " 

•  Entered  separately  from  fiction,  above. 
>•  Largely  government  poblications,  etc. 
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APPENDIX  NO.  6. 

BKOISTRATIOX  TABULATED   BY  ^' ARDS . 

Number  of  cards  in  use  Jan.   1,  1893 17,rt98 

Number  of  cards  issued,  181)3 3,2S>4 

Number  of  cards  cancelled,  1893 Ill 

Number  in  use  at  present,  Dec  .31,  1893 20,SS1 

BEOISTRATION  BY  WARDS,    1803. 

1.  Fifth 450 

2.  Fourth 41S 

3.  Second 3r2 

4.  Sixth 35S 

5.  Seventh ^2 

0.     First aw 

7.  Eighth 324 

8.  Ninth 2^ 

9.  Tenth 209 

10.    Third * ' '.  ^7 


3,2J>4 

SUMMARY. 

Total  (2)  East  side  wards , 7(g 

Total  ((t)  West  side  wards 2,176 

Third  and  Tenth  wards 416 


3,394 


TOTAL  REOISTRATIOX  BY  WARDS,    1888-93. 


Namk  of 

TUK 
Ward. 


Rank  ot  wards 

by  population, 

Jan.  1,  18V3.* 


Tenth 21,192 

Third 18,248 

First 15,1U1 

Ninth H,781 

Second 14,739 

Sixth U..332 

Eighth l:i,»40 

Fifth 13,630 

Seventh 13,257 

Fourth 9,044 

148,944 


Rank  of  wards  by  number  of 
names  registered  up  to  Dec. 
31,  1893. 


Fourth 2,923 

Fifth 2.816 

Second 2,63ti 

Eighth 2.294 

Seventh 2.187 

Ninth 2.130 

First.  2,118 

Sixth 1,990 

Tenth 1,282 

Third 1.180 

21,461 

Cancelled 680 

20,881 


rercentage  of  reir<«tratioB  'a 
eacli  wan!  to  the  popolaUoa 
of  the  ward. 


Fourth 3o.a 

Fifth.. ao,| 

Second i;.} 

Seventh i«.4f 

EiKhih I6.U 

Ninth 144 

First I,., 

Sixth iVg 

Third 6,4 

Tenth....*. *.« 


*  Census  of  Uealth  Department,  Jan.  1, 1893. 
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APPENDIX  NO.  7. 


CIRCULATION. 


[A.] 

AOOREGATB  FOR 

NINE    YEARS. 


Total  number  of  volumes  used 
at  the  library 

Total  number  taken  for  home 
use 

Total  in  both  classes 


at 


00 


20,100 


.a 

Ok 


14,192 


93,587  82,179 


113.687 


96,371 


13,657  10,905 


77,W7  72,191 


90,704 '83.096 

i 


• 

k 

k 

« 

OS 

& 

o 

»^ 

>« 

^« 

.c 

^rf 

«« 

eo 

^ 

^4 

w* 

11,485 


78,239 


84,724 


15,349 


r9,249 


78,102 


94.598:97.247 


19,145      25,055 


86,891 


4* 


?4,387 


90,798 


in,946{    115,185 


APPENDIX  NO.  7, —continued. 


[B.]    Use  of  the  libkaky  within  the  room,  1893.* 


NOT.26]  (Sunday)  159    'fOct.  241 229 


July  9]  (Sunday)  12 
Nov.  12-18]...  817 
July2-8J 170 


Larffest  use  on  any  day. 
Smallest  use  on  any  day 
Largest  in  any  week  .... 
Smallest  in  any  week. .. 

Largest  in  any  month... ifNov.]...'. 3.067 

Smallest  in  any  month..  [July] 997 

Average  montlily  use...! 2,032-4- 

Average  weekly  use  ...., 4684- 

Average  daily  use 67+ 

Total  in  the  year ! 24.387 


July  30]  (Sunday)  17 
Nov.  12-18]...    1,288 

.lau.  1-7] 467 

Nov.] 4.9i7 

[Jan.] 2.521 

3,445+ 

795+ 

114+ 

41,345 


[C]  Books TAK.KX  for 

HOME  UME,  1893. 


[Nov.  11] 607 

[Sept.  4] 102 

Nov.  0-18] 2.316 

July  17-22]....   1.192 

Nov.] 9.277 

July] 5,73H 

7,566-h 

1,746-- 

29.\-l- 

90.798 


*  The   total  Sunday  use  of  the   library  (53  Sundays)  if  6,691 ;  the  largest  use  on  any  Sun- 
day (December  10)  being  232. 
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[D]     CLASSIFICATION  OF  CIRCULATION. 

(1)    By  the  clasttijication  adopted  in  this  librarj/. 

(1)  Fiction  [adult] 40,633 )  ^  (44.75+ 

Fiction  [juvenile] 13,769)^*^^ 59.91+  j ^^^^ 

(2)  History 6,394 5.81+ 

(3)  Geography 4,919 5.41+ 

(4)  Biography 4,742 5.22+ 

(5)  Miscellaneous  literature 4,256 4.0B+ 

(6)  General  class 3,486 3.S3+ 

(7)  Art,  (including  music,  etc.).  3,357* 3:69+ 

(8)  Natural  science 2,852 3.14+ 

(9)  Social  Science 2,750 3.62+ 

(10)  Practical  science  2,646 2.91+ 

(11)  Philosophical  science 1,994 2.19+ 


Total 90,798 jOq 

(2)    By  the  claaaification  adopted  by  the  American  Library  Association. 

A.    Literary  classes. 

Juveniles j3  -gj 

Prose  fiction ^^33 

Essays,  poetry,  drama,  etc -*^ 

Periodicals,  literary ^y 


Total,  Literary  classes ^j  ^g; 

B.     Historical  classes. 

Geography  and  travels ^  9j9 

Bi ography !  4 J4J 

Ilistoi-y 5  ^ 


Total,  Historical  classes j5  055 

C.    Arts  and  sciences. 

Fine  arts ««5j 

Industrial  arts 9  ^ 

Natural  science 4  gsj 

Philology ....*...  ''iSI 

Social  and  political  science 9  73C 

Philosophy 2  g^ 

Total,  Arts  and  sciences IS.'H 


*  Of  tbese,  392  vols,  were  musical  scores. 
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APPENDIX  NO.  1  .^concluded. 

Summary, 

Literary  classes 61,957 

Historical  classes 15,055  ^   ^0,798 

Arts  and  sciences 13,786 

(3)    By  the  classification   adopted  by  the  Rhode  Island  Board  of  Education, 

Fiction 54,402 

Science  and  art 13,590 

History 5,394 

Biography 4,742 

Geography  and  travels 4,919 

Miscellaneous 3,486 

Literature  and  language 2, 121 

Poetry  and  drama 2,135 


90,798 


APPENDIX  NO.  8. 


BANK  OF   MONTHS  IN  CIRCULATION  AND  RKQISTRATION. 
[Compare  also  Appeadioes  No*.  0  aad  7.] 


CIKCULATION. 


1.  November.. 0,277 

2.  March 9,032 

3.  December .  .8,760 

4.  October 8,295 

15.    April 7,748 

6.  February. .  .7,7'^4 

7.  January.... 7,676 

8.  May 7,303 

r9.  September  .7,130 

10.  August 6,221 

11.  June 5.891 

12.  July 5,736 

190,798 


January  .. 
I  November 
February.. 
October... 
March  .... 
September 
■  December. 

April 

May 

AUflTUSt.... 

July 

June 


REOI8TBATIOX. 


ToUl. 

Suk 

Non-resl. 

dents. 

777 

106 

419 

29 

408 

63 

390 

40 

341 

26 

827 

17 

261 

13 

248 

21 

225 

81 

199 

1 

174 
139 

4 

13,806 

846 

Subdivisions  of  total  registration. 


Johnston. 


Teachers' 

special 

cards. 


Teachers* 
cards. 


88 

22 

28 

21 

30 

14 

9 

13 

12 

2 

2 

3 


Others. 


2 
1 
1 
6 
2 


244 


I 


3 
2 
6 

'l 
1 


23 


Others. 


681 
367 
326 
318 
283 
2V6 
236 
212 
177 
196 
171 
131 


8,294 


1  The  order  of  arrangement  is  by  rank  of  tha  nambei  of  cards  In  these  two  columns  only. 
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APPENDIX  NO.  9. 

ACCESSIONS,  CIRCULATION,  AND  |lEOISTRATION,  FOR  FIFTEEN  TSAR8. 

Accessions.  Circolation.  Registrttin. 


[No.  of  vo 

Ist  year 

2d    year 

.3d    year 

4th  year 

5th  year 

0th  year 

7th  year 

8th  year 

9th  year 

10th  year 

11th  year 

12th  year 

13th  year 

14th  year 

15th  year 

10th  year 


8.  at  beginning] 10,307 

878-79 3,491 90,085 10,782 

879-80 3,331 93,380 2,988 

1,407 07,020 2,249 

1,724 83,319 2^7 

1,798 82,519 2,204 

4,833 85,480 2,<I!B 

0,482 93,011 2,806 

2,071 93,587 2,2f!0 

2,190 82,179 1,988 

3,347 77,047 1,743 

4,107 72,191 5,996 

5,044 73,289 2,312 

0,049 79,249 2,3*4 

3,923 78,102 4,©4 

4,531 80,891 3,112 

5,549 90,798 3,2M 


880. 
881. 
882. 
883. 
884. 
885. 
8sO. 
88*3. 
888. 
889. 
«K). 
891. 
892. 
893 


70,790 


1,329,309 


53,2tt 


Average  yearly  accessions 4,424 

Average  yearly  circulation 83,061+ 

Average  yearly  registration  (for  3  years,  1891-93) 3,590+ 


APPENDIX  NO.  10. 

PERIODICALS  AND  SERIALS  NEEDED  TO  COMPLETE    SETS. 

American  Agriculturist,  v.  7,  9-18.     [1848,  1850-59]. 

American  Almanac  [Spofford's],  v.  7.     [1884]. 

American  Architect,  v.  1,  17.     [1887].     [1885]. 

American  Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science.     Proceedings,  ISSOi 

1851,  1852,  1878,  1885-90. 
American  Bibliopolist,  v.  8.     [1870]. 

American  Gas-light  Journal,  v.  1-25,  31-53.     [1804-77,  1879-90]. 
American  Institute  of  Architects.     Proceedings.     [1870-84]. 
American  Journal  of  Insanity,  v.  1-12.     [1850-50]. 
American  Journal  of  Numismatics,  v.  1-4,  7,  9,  13,   10-20.     [1865-70    1872-7S, 

1875-70,  1878-79,  1881-92]. 
American  Journal  of  Science,  v.  109-110,  117-19.     [1875, 187^-80]. 
American  Machinist,  v.  1-2,  10.     [1877-78,  1887]. 
American  Monthly  Microscopical  Journal,  v,  1-11.     [1878-88], 
American  Naturalist,  v.  0,  7,  9-10.     [1872-73,  1875-70]. 
American  Notes  and  Queries,  v.  1-2.     [1888-89]. 
American  Publisher's  Circular,  v.  1-2,  4-7.     [1855-50,  1858-61], 


I 
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American  Review,  v.  2.     [1845], 
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LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT. 


To  THE  Board  of  Trustees: 

Gentlemen  : — I  have  the  honor  to  present  herewith  my  seveDteenth 
annual  report,  covering  the  operations  of  the  year  1894. 

GENERAL   STATEMENT.^ 

The  number  of  volumes  in  the  library  one  year  ago  was  67,926.* 
During  the  past  year  the  total  accessions  have  been  8,920,^  oomprising 
(1)  2,688  volumes  obtained  by  purchase;  (2)  286  entered  as  traosfers,^ 
exchanges,^  etc. ;  and  (3)  946  gifts  from  various  sources,  (oDumerated  in 
Appendix  No.  12);  making,  therefore,  after  deducting  the  238  Tolumes^ 
withdrawn  during  the  year,  a  present  total  of  71,613.^ 

THE   NEW   BUILDING. 

Substantial  progress  has  been  made  during  the  year  towards  securing  a 
plan  for  the  new  building.  Professor  William  R.  Ware,  of  Columbia  Col- 
lege, New  York,  was  engaged  as  consulting  architect  in  April,  1894,  and, 
under  his  guidance,  the  details  of  a  paid  architectural  competition  were 
arranged  in  such  a  manner  as  to  call  forth  emphatic  commendation  from 
those  who  have  examined  the  provisions,  both  architects  and  librarians. 
The  pamphlet  of  17  pages,^  comprising  the  ^^Instructions  to  architects" 
and  the  ^^  Requirements,"  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  all  Proyidence  archi- 
tects whose  addresses  were  entered  in  the  Directory,  on  the  80th  of  June 


^  The  lack  of  agreement  of  the  aboTe  figures  with  those  of  the  report  of  one  yeMr  afo,  (p.  t)* 
and  with  other  statements  which  have  appeared  in  print,  has  been  due  to  the  omluion  Utbeite 
to  count  in  among  the  classified  Tolames,  a  large  number  of  those  recetved  from  the  FnuskUa 
Lyceum. 

>  For  the  dififerenoe  in  reporting  this  number,  see  foot-note  1,  above. 

3  See  Appendix  No.  3. 

*  Including  those  at  first  obtained  as  pamphlets  and  since  bound. 

A  For  those  received  by  exchange,  see  Appendix  No.  12,  Division  C. 
«  See  Appendix  No.  4. 
7  See  Appendix  No.  2. 

*  **  Conditions  of  competition  for  the  building  to  be  erected  by  the  Provldeiioe  PabUo  Ubraiy, 
Providence,  R.  I."    Providence :  Standard  Printing  Co.,  1884. 
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last,  together  with  a  set  of  blue  prints  embodying  the  committee's  prefer- 
ences as  to  arrangement  of  space  and  other  details.  On  the  1st  of  Novem- 
ber nine^  sets  of  plans  were  sent  in.  These  were  at  once  forwarded  to 
Professor  Ware  in  New  York,  for  examination,  and  were  subsequently 
returned  to  the  committee  with  his  report.^  On  the  2d  of  January,  1895, 
the  committee  reached  the  following  decision, — to  pay  the  stipulated  sum  of 
$300.00  to  each  of  the  five  architects  whose  plans  had  been  recommended 
in  Professor  Ware's  report,  but  to  accept  no  one  of  the  plans  in  its  present 
shape.  This  by  no  means  signifies  that  the  labors  of  the  committee  are  at 
a  standstill.  On  the  contrary,  they  expect  very  soon  to  be  able  to  make  a 
definite  report.** 

THE    library's    GROWTH   DURING   THE    YEAR.^ 

So  far  as  the  purchases  are  concerned,  the  number  of  volumes  is  an 
almost  exact  repetition  of  that  of  one  year  ago,^  but  the  number  of  gifts 
shows  a  gain.^  A  year  ago  mention  was  made^  of  the  valuable  Thurston 
purchase,  a  part  of  whose  contents  fall  within  the  additions  of  1894.  A 
beginning  has  been  made,  in  the  direction  of  a  collection  of  trade  catalogues, 
(publications  of  the  various  industrial  and  manufacturing  firms  in  this 
country  and  in  Europe).  Feeling  sure  that  it  would  be  very  easy  indeed 
to  obtain  a  preponderance  of  worthless  material  unless  proper  care  should 
be  exercised,  the  librarian  was  very  glad  to  avail  himself  of  the  counsel  of 
a  local  practising  mechanical  engineer,  on  the  one  hand,  and  of  Mr.  C.  W. 
Andrews,^  the  general  librarian  of  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technol- 
ogy, on  the  other  hand.  It  is  the  testimony  of  the  latter  that  in  the  work 
of  the  institution  referred  to,  the  bearings  of  some  important  principle  of 
mechanical  invention  are  to  be  found  illustrated  in  trade  catalogues  of  this 

>  In  the  flnftl  award  more  than  60  per  cent,  of  the  architeets  competing  reoeived  oompensation. 

>  Printed  in  ftill  in  Appendix  No.  11. 

s  Since  the  preaentatfon  of  this  report,  bj  additional  paroliases  of  land,  the  library  site  has  been 
made  a  reguiar  quadrilaterai,  with  Wasliington,  Greene,  and  Fonntain  Streets  for  three  of  its 
sides ;  the  fourth  side  being  a  line  paraliei  with  Greene  Street  and  abont  190  feet  fh>m  it.  Not 
ail  of  the  buildings  now  standing  on  this  site  will  be  removed,  bat  the  newly  acquired  land  will 
effectually  secure  the  library  against  serious  obstruction  of  its  light  or  air  in  fhture.  As  a  natural 
consequence  of  this  increase  of  territory,  the  library  plans  will  now  be  restudied,  with  a  yiew  to 
placing  the  building  to  the  best  advantage  on  the  enlarged  site.    Total  area,  30,499.19  sq.  ft. 

*  See  Appendix  No.  4. 

«  Purchased,  2,090  in  1S93;  2,088  in  1894.  (10th  annual  report,  p.  S5;  Appendix  No.  3  of  present 
report.) 

«  Gifts,  738  in  1893 ;  946  in  1894.    (10th  annual  report,  p.  25 ;  Appendix  No.  3  of  present  report.) 

7 10th  annual  report,  p.  4. 

«  A  very  serviceable  paper  by  Mr.  Andrews,  on  **  Teohnieal  collections  in  public  libraries,"  is 
printed  in  the  Library  Journal,  ▼.  20,  p.  0-9.  Mr.  Andrews  has  since  been  appointed  Librarian 
of  the  Crerar  Library  in  Chicago. 
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kind  long  before  they  are  to  be  found  in  the  formal  treatises  on  the  subject. 
The  publications  sent  for  in  accordance  with  the  suggestions  of  the  two 
gentlemen  above  referred  to  have  been  carefully  and  minutely  catalogued, 
and  are  rendered  fully  accessible  to  all  who  can  make  intelligent  use  of 
them.  The  two  special  collections  above  referred  to,  and  the  use  which 
they  both  receive,  serve  to  intensify  the  necessity  for  the  definite  and  spe- 
cific provision  for  all  industrial  uses  of  the  library  which  are  to  be  made  in 
the  new  building.^  Opportunity  has  been  taken,  during  the  year,  to 
strengthen  the  library's  resources  in  the  departments  of  English  literature 
and  German  literature,^  and  a  special  catalogue  ^  of  the  latter  has  more 
recently  been  prepared  and  circulated. 

THE   tear's   USE.^ 

No  previous  year  has  witnessed  so  large  a  volume  of  use  together  with 
so  interesting  a  quality  of  use.  The  total  issue  ^  of  books  for  home  use  is 
a  little  over  100,000,  namely,  108,074,  while  the  recorded  use  in  the 
library  is  a  little  under  100,000,  namely,  90,960,  of  which  the  books  com- 
prise 35,474,  and  the  periodicals  55,486.  The  Sunday  use  of  the  books 
amounts  to  10,096,  a  considerably  larger  figure  than  in  any  previous  year. 
The  books  charged  for  home  use,  as  grouped  roughly  in  the  2d  part  of 
Appendix  No.  7,  comprise  73,764  included  in  the  literary  classes,  17,556 
in  the  historical  classes,  and  16,753  in  the  arts  and  sciences.  The  num- 
ber of  works  of  history  issued,  increasing  from  year  to  year,  reached 
6,687  during  the  past  year.  The  number  of  musical  scores  circulated  was 
594.  The  number  of  volumes  registered  as  used  within  the  library  is 
almost  three  and  one-half  times  as  large  as  it  was  six  years  ago,^  and  yet 
the  fact  needs  to  be  repeated,  as  stated  in  earlier  reports,  that  this  ^^regis- 
tered "  use  does  not  include  *^  the  enormous  number  used  at  the  Informa- 
tion Desk,  nor  the  steadily  increasing  use  of  the  several  thousand  works 
of  reference,  and  other  works  which,  being  on  open  shelves,  cannot  be 
registered.  "^ "     The  open -book  case  for  new  books,  moreover,  would  be 


i  One  entire  room,  about  50  x  40  feet,  is  set  apart  for  all  indastrlal  pnrpoMi  oonneeted  wltii  tlit 
use  of  the  library.  H«re  are  to  be  found  the  American  and  foreign  patents,  together  with  all  tbc 
library's  other  works  on  industrial  subjects.  Not  only  tables  and  desks  of  the  ordinary  type  will 
be  supplied,  but  draugbting-tables,  and  a  Dark  Room,  to  provide  for  the  needs  of  thoee  who  wish 
to  take  away  with  them  a  copy  of  some  mechanical  device. 

*  Placed  on  open  shelves  outside  the  counter,  about  Dec.  1,  1894,  for  oonsaltation  by 
See  the  Monthly  Bulletin,  Feb.,  1895,  p.  12. 

s  Printed  at  p.  16-19  of  the  Monthly  Bulletin,  Feb.,  1895. 

*  See  Appendix  No.  7. 
B  See  Appendix  No.  7. 
«  10,905  in  1888;  35,474  in  1894. 
7 16th  annual  report,  p.  6. 
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less  of  a  beneficial  influeuce  than  it  is,  were  it  not  so  conveniently  near  the 
Information  Desk  ^  that  it  secures  the  helpful  guidance  of  the  officer 
stationed  there. ^ 

The  percentage  of  fiction  used  is  slightly  less  than  that  recorded  in  the 
report  of  one  year  ago,^  and  this  is  plainly  not  so  much  due  to  the  fact 
that  the  readers  have  been  stimulated  to  read  less  fiction  as  that  their 
interest  has  been  developed  to  read  more  of  the  more  solid  departments.^ 
Probably  in  few  intelligently  conducted  libraries,— certainly  not  in  this 
library, — is  any  crusade  made  against  fiction,  as  a  class.  Certainly  any 
one  who  deliberately  leaves  all  fiction  out  of  his  reading  deprives  himself 
of  one  of  the  most  efi'ectual  means  of  acquainting  himself  with  the  condi- 
tions of  modern  life.  At  the  same  time  it  is  well  to  point  out  that  a  state- 
ment which  has  appeared  in  print  ^  in  regard  to  the  percentage  of  fiction 
used  in  this  library  ludicrously,  though  obviously  unintentionally,  mis- 
states it.  The  attitude  of  the  library  towards  the  matter,  as  already 
stated,  is  that  of  interesting  itself  in  the  development  of  reading  in  other 
departments,®  believing  that  the  question  of  fiction  will  take  care  of  itself, 
and  this  belief  is  abundantly  justified  by  the  experience  of  the  past  seven- 
teen years. 

^  Tbe  work  of  the  Information  Desk  is  described  in  a  somewhat  detailed  form,  in  the  Library 
Journal,  Not.,  18M,  ▼.  19,  p.  368-70. 

'  The  Monthly  BulleUn,  which  was  established  at  the  dose  of  the  year  for  which  the  abore 
report  is  made,  may  in  a  yery  real  sense  be  considered  an  economy  of  time,  effort,  and  expendi- 
ture, as  a  channel  of  communication  between  the  library  and  its  readers.  So  manifold  and 
yaried  have  been  the  draughts  upon  the  Information  Desk,  requiring  in  some  instances  the  writ- 
ing and  mailing  of  answers,  in  other  cases  the  copying  by  means  of  the  mimeograph,  and  in 
others  the  sending  of  a  messenger,  that  this  resort  to  print  places  the  information  at  the  disposal 
not  of  one  reader  only,  but  of  all.  The  Monthly  Bulletin  contains  information  in  regard  to  some 
subject  of  current  interest  which  has  been  supplied  to  some  one  reader  but  which  is  sure  to  be 
asked  for  by  many  more;  longer  lists  of  references  on  current  or  standard  subjects;  notes  in 
regard  to  new  books ;  quotations  fh>m  reviews  of  them ;  citations  of  other  books  on  the  same  or 
related  subjects ;  and  a  considerable  number  of  other  lines  of  assistance  and  information.  In 
brief,  the  Monthly  Bulletin  may  be  said  to  be  the  "  organ  "  of  the  Information  Desk. 

s  59.91  in  180S.    (16th  annual  report,  p.  28.)    69.72  in  1894.    See  Appendix  No.  7. 

*  The  use  of  fiction  itself  is  in  not  a  few  cases  made  a  distinct  aid  in  this  direction,  as  in  the 
yery  convenient  catalogue  of  "  Historical  stories,"  prepared  by  one  of  the  teachers  in  the  Provi> 
dence  High  School  during  the  past  year,  in  connection  with  the  teaeliing  courses  in  history. 
This  pamphlet  of  26  pages  has  the  numbers  of  the  books  in  the  Providence  Public  Library  entered 
on  the  margin. 

B  '*  75  per  cent."  This  figure  has  never  been  reached  in  this  library.  The  nearest  approach  to 
it  was  in  the  second  year  of  its  history  (73  per  cent.),  but  60.42  is  the  highest  which  has  been 
reached  in  the  past  ten  years.    (2d  annual  report,  p.  6 ;  15th  annual  report,  p.  80.) 

0  A  typical  instance  is  that  of  Bryce's  "American  commonwealth,"  of  which  10  copies  were 
added  at  the  time  of  the  publication  of  the  original  edition  in  1888-80.  At  the  close  of  1889  the 
issues  of  this  work  (in  the  diflterent  copies)  showed  a  total  of  101.  (12th  annual  report,  p.  9.)  In 
purchasing  the  revised  edition  recently,  a  cariosity  to  know  how  ephemeral  this  use  had  been 
led  to  an  examination  of  the  drculatton  slips  of  the  former  edition,  and  it  was  found  that  8  of  the 
copies  had  been  taken  fh>m  the  library  as  recenUy  as  within  the  two  months  preceding. 
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THE   library's  READERS. 


The  registration  of  new  readers  during  the  year  has  been  large,  sur- 
passed indeed  by  that  of  only  two  of  the  previous  years  of  its  history,  one 
of  which  was  its  opening  year.^  In  fact,  in  no  previous  year  has  the 
interest  in  the  library  on  the  part  of  the  community  been  more  marked,  so 
that  the  sensation  of  regret  has  been  all  the  more  palpable,  that  the  non- 
completion  as  yet  of  the  new  library  building  has  left  us  still  unable  to 
supply  those  facilities  for  use  which  experience  has  shown  would  be  so 
emphatically  appreciated.  The  connection  of  the  library  with  the  school 
system,  though  entirely  without  any  basis  in  official  or  organic  relations, 
has  gone  on,  deepening  and  strengthening  itself  within  the  past  few  years 
in  a  very  marked  manner,  and  supplies  another  source  of  regret  that  we 
are  still  outside  of  our  new  quarters.  The  hesitation  which  was  for  some 
time  felt  in  regard  to  abandoning  the  age  limit  of  fourteen  years  in  the 
case  of  the  children  who  draw  books  from  the  library  having  been  over- 
come, the  library  now  has  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  there  is  no 
child  connected  with  any  school  in  the  city  who  is  sufficiently  advanced  to 
read  and  write,  who  is  not  eligible  to  the  use  of  the  library's  resources, 
under  the  judicious  guidance  of  his  teacher. 

aims   and   NEEDS   OF  THE   LIBRARY. 

The  library  is  now  open  to  the  public  every  day  in  the  year,  the  legal 
holidays  having  been  placed  during  the  past  year  on  a  footing  similar  to 
that  of  Sundays.  The  history  of  the  library's  rules  and  regulations,  from 
the  beginning,  has  been  a  history  of  a  continual  broadening  of  scope  and 
increased  liberality  of  provision,  just  so  fast  as  the  conditions  would  per- 
mit. Seldom  has  the  true  attitude  of  a  public  library  towards  this  prob- 
lem been  more  adequately  stated  than  in  the  address  of  Mr.  Charles  A. 
Cutter  at  the  recent  opening  of  the  Forbes  Library  at  Northampton,  Mass., 
as  follows:  ^'Liberty,  simplicity,  elasticity,  utility.  Libraries,  like 
states,  flourish  best  with  the  greatest  allowable  liberty ;  bat  in  a  library, 
as  in  a  state,  it  must  be  liberty  under  law  ;  not  license  without  law.  We 
wish  to  allow  to  every  man  all  the  privileges  that  we  can,  up  to  the  point 
where  his  privileges  would  interfere  with  the  rights  of  some  one  else.'" 
In  the  case  of  this  library  there  are  still  further  privileges  to  which  we 


>  1st  year,  10,792;  11th  year,  5,905 ;  17th  year,  4,S58.    See  Appendix  No.  9. 
'  Library  Journal,  Nov.,  1894,  v.  19,  p.  876. 
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look  forward  with  highest  anticipations  to  being  able  to  grant  in  a  building 
of  our  own  ;  and,  for  this,  with  many  another  similar  reason,  the  change  of 
quarters  will  be  inexpressibly  welcome. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WILLIAM   E.   FOSTER, 

Librarian. 
Feb.  8,  1895. 
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APPENDIX  NO.    1. 

LIST    OF    PERIODICALS,     SERIALS,     AND    ANNUALS,     CURRENTLY    RECEIVED.^ 

A.     Oeneral  list  of  periodicaU.^ 

Academy,  (weekly).  Atlantic  Monthly,  (monthly). 

Albany  Law  Journal,*  (weekly).  Auk,  (quarterly). 

American  Architect,   **  Imperial  edi-  Bank  Notes,*  (bi-monthly). 

tion,"  (weekly).  Bankers*     Magazine,      (New     York), 

American   Architect,    ''International         (monthly). 

edition,"*  (weekly).*  Banking  Law  Journal,*  (monthly). 

American  Banker,*  (weekly).  Biblia,*  (monthly). 

American  Engineer  and  Railroad  Jour-  Biblical  World,*  (monthly). 

nal,  (monthly).  Blackwood's,     (English    edition), 

American  Gardening,  (semi-monthly).  (monthly). 

American  History  Leaflets,  (bi-month-  Book  News,*  (monthly). 

ly).  Book  Notes,  (fortnightly). 

American  Investments,*  (monthly)        Book  Reviews,*  (monthly). 
American    Journal   of    ArchsBology,*  Books,*  (monthly). 

(quarterly).  Bookseller,  (monthly). 

American   Journal   of   Numismatics,  Bradstreet's,  (weekly), 

(quarterly).  British     Journal      of      Photography, 

American  Journal  of  Philology,  (quar-         (weekly). 

terly).  Brown  Herald,  (daily,  during  term). 

American  Jouiiial  of  Science,  (month-  Brown  Magazine,  (9  nos.  per  year). 

ly).  Brunonian,  (30  nos.  per  year). 

American  Lawyer,*  (monthly).  Bulletin     Mensuel,*     (C.     Reinwald), 

American  Machinist,  (weekly).  (monthly). 

American  Monthly  Microscopical  Jour-  Cabinet  Maker,  (monthly). 

nal,  (monthly).  Canada  Law  Journal,*  (semi-monthly). 

American  Natui*alist,  (monthly).  Catholic     Reading     Circle     Review,* 

Animals*  Friend,*  (monthly).  (monthly). 

Appalachia,  (semi-annual).  Catholic  World,  (monthly). 

Architectural  Record,  (quarterly).  Centralblatt      fiir      Bibliothekswesen, 

Architectural  Review,  (8  times  a  year).  (monthly). 

Architecture  and  Building,*  (weekly). <  Century,  (monthly). 
Arena,*  (monthly).  Charities  Review,  (8  nos.  per  year). 

Around  the  World,  (monthly).  Chautauquan,  (monthly). 

Arc  Amateur,  (monthly).  Citizen,  (monthly) 

Art  Interchange,  (monthly).  Collector,    (Trumble's),    (semi-month- 

Art  (L')  pour  Tons,  (monthly).  ly). 

Athenaium,  (weekly).  Commercial  and  Financial  Chronicle,* 

Atlantic  Medical  Weekly,*  (weekly).  (weekly).* 

1  Revised  to  May  1, 1896;  total,  4.H1. 

*  See  list  B,  following  this,  for  serials,  etc.,  In  a  separate  alphabet. 

*  At  end  of  year. 

*  Periodicals  thus  marked  (in  all)  are  gifts,  and  are  acknowledged  in  Appendix  No.  12. 
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APPENDIX  NO.    1,— continued. 

Confederate  War  Journal,  (monthly).   Free     Thought     Magazine,      (month- 
Contemporary  Review,  (English  edi-         ly). 

tiou),  (monthly).  (Gaelic  Journal,  (monthly). 

Cosmopolitan,  (monthly).  Garden  and  Forest,  (weekly). 

Critic,  (weekly).  Good  Government,  (monthly). 

Critical  Review,  (quarterly).  Green  Bag,*  (monthly). 

Current  Literature,  (monthly).  Gymnasium,*  (monthly). 

Cyclopedic  Review  of  Current  History,  Harper* s  Bazar,  (weekly). 

(quarterly).  Harper's  Magazine,  (monthly). 

Decorator  and  Furnisher,  (monthly).     Harper's  Weekly,  (weekly). 
Dial,  (semi-monthly).  Harper's  Young  People,  (weekly). 

Edinburgh  Review,  (English  edition),  Harrison's  (Frank)   Shorthand    Maga- 

(quarterly.)  zine,  (monthly). 

Education,  (monthly).  Harvard  Graduates'  Magazine,*  (qoar- 

Educational    Review,     (10    nos.     per         terly). 

year).  Illustrated  American,  (weekly). 

Electrical  Review,*  (weekly).  Illustrated  London  News,  (weekly). 

Electrical  World,  (weekly).  Indians'  Friend,  (monthly). 

Elektrotechnische  Zeitschrift.  Industries  and  Iron,  (weekly). 

Engineering,  (weekly).  Investor,*  (weekly). 

Engineering  Magazine,  (monthly).  Investor's  Supplement  to  the  Comme^ 

Engineering  News,  (weekly).  cial  and  Financial  Chronicle,*  (bi- 

Engineering  Record,  (weekly).  monthly).' 

English   Historical  Review,  (quarter-  Iron  Age,  (weekly). 

ly).  Jeweler's  Weekly,*  (weekly). 

English  Illustrated  Magazine,  (month-  Jewish  Messenger,  (weekly). 

ly).  Journal  of  American   Ethnology  and 

English  Mechanic,  (weekly).  Archseology,  (annual). 

Esp^rance,  (L'),*  (semi-weekly).^  Journal  of  American  Folk-Lore,  (qoar- 

Fibre  and  Fabric,  (weekly).  terly). 

Field    Columbian    Museum    Bulletin,  Journal  of  Education,  (weekly). 

(occasional).  Journal  of  Political  Economy,  (Univer 

Field's,  (Kate),  Washington,*  (week-         sity  of  Chicago),  (quarterly). 

ly).  Journal    of     the   Franklin    Institute, 

First  Maine  Bugle,  (quarterly).  (monthly). 

Folkets  Rost,*  (weekly).  Journal  of  the  Society  of  Chemical  In- 

Food,*  (monthly).  dustry,  (monthly). 

Forest  and  Stream,  (weekly).  Journal  of  Zoophily,*  (monthly). 

Fortnightly  Review,  (English  edition),  Judge,  (weekly). 

(monthly).  Kindergarten  Magazine,  (monthly). 

Forum,  (monthly).  L.  A.  W.  Bulletin  and  Good  Roads,* 

Fourth  Estate,*  (weekly).  (weekly). 


1  Central  Falls. 

'  At  end  ot  year. 

9  L.  A.  W. ;    1.  e.,  League  of  American  Wheelmen. 

♦Gift. 
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APPENDIX   NO.    l.'-'continued. 

Ladies*  Home  Journal,  (monthly).         Official  Statements  of  the  Providence 

Land  of  Sunshine,*  (monthly).  Banks,*  (quarterly). 

Library,  (monthly).  Open  Court,*  (weekly). 

Library  Journal,  (monthly).  Outing,  (monthly). 

Library  Notes,  (occasional).  Paradise  of  the  Pacific,*  (monthly).^ 

Life,  (weekly).  Path,*  (monthly). 

Lippincott's  Maf^azine,  (monthly).         Pedagogical     Seminary,    (3    times    a 

Literary  Digest,*  (weekly).  year.) 

Literary  News,  (monthly).  Petermann's  Mitteilungen,*  (monthly). 

Literary  World,  (fortnightly).  Phonetic  Journal,*  (weekly). 

LittelPs  Living  Age,  (weekly).  Phonographic  Magazine,*  (semi-month- 

Locomotive,*  (monthly).  ly). 

M[a]c  Clure's  Magazine,  (monthly).       Physical    Review,*    (Cornell    Univer- 

Magazine  of  Poetry,*  (monthly).  sity),  (bi-monthly). 

Manifesto,  (monthly).  Political  Science  Quarterly,  (Columbia 

Manufacturers'  Record,  (weekly).  College),  (quarterly). 

Mat^riaux  et  Documents  d'  Architec- Popular  Astronomy,  (10  times  a  year). 

ture,  etc.,  (monthly).  Popular  Science  Monthly,  (monthly). 

Microscope,  (monthly).  Portfolio,*  (monthly). 

Mineral  Collector,*  (monthly).  Postal  Record,*  (monthly). 

Monthly  Record  of  Scientific  Litera-  Proportional    Representation   Review, 

ture,*  (Van    Nostrand),    (month-         (quarterly). 

ly).  Providence  Daily  Journal,*  (daily). 

Music,  (monthly).  Providence    Journal    of    Commerce,* 

Nation,  (weekly).  (quarterly). 

National  Car  and  Locomotive  Builder,  Providence  Sunday   Journal,*  (week- 

(monthly).  ly). 

Nature,  (weekly).  Providence  Visitor,*  (weekly). 

New    England  Historical  and  Genea-  Psyche,  (monthly). 

logical  Register,  (quarterly).  Public  Opinion,  (weekly). 

New  England  Homestead,  (weekly).      Publishers'  Circular  and  Booksellers' 
New  England  Magazine,  (monthly).  Record,*  (Sotheran),  (weekly). 

New  England  Staaten  Zeitung,*  (week-  Publishers'  Weekly,  (weekly). 

ly).  Puck,  (weekly). 

New  World,  (quarterly).  Punch,  (weekly). 

New-Church  Review,*  (quarterly).        Putnam's    Monthly   Historical    Maga- 
Nineteenth  Century,  (English  edition),         zine,  (monthly). 

(monthly).  Quarterly  Journal  of  Economics,  (Har- 

North  American  Review,  (monthly).  vard  University,  (quarterly). 

Notes  and  Queries,  (London),  (week-  Quarterly   Review,    (English  edition), 

ly).  (quarterly). 

1  At  end  of  year. 

*  Uonolola. 

*  Continomtion  of  Hamerton's. 
♦Gift. 


12  PROVIDENCE    PUBLIC    LIBRARY. 

APPENDIX  NO.    ly^continued. 

Railroad  Gazette,  (weekly).  Superior  Leader,*  (daily). 

Rand,  McNally  &  Co.,  Official  Railroad  Techniker,  Der,*  (monUily). 

Guide,  (monthly).  Tennessee     University    Magazine,* 

Reader,  (weekly).  (monthly). 

Review     of     Reviews,     (American),  Textile  Manufacturer,  (monthly). 

(monthly).  Textile  World,*  (monthly). 

Revue  (La)  de  Paris,  (semi-monthly).  Trade  Magazine,*  (monthly). 
Revue  des  Deux  Mondes,  (semi-month-  Travelers'  Record,*  (monthly). 

ly).  Tuftonian,*  (semi-monthly), 

Revue  des  Livresetde  Theatre,*  (semi-  Ueber  Land  und  Meer,  (weekly). 

monthly).  United  Service,  (monthly). 

Rhode  Island  Israelite,*  (weekly).  United  States  Miller,*  (monthly). 

Saint  Nicholas,  (monthly).  Vegetarian  Messenger,*  (monthly). 

Saturday  Review,  (weekly).  Washington  Book   Chronicle,*    (quar- 

Science,  (weekly).  terly). 

Scientific  American,  (weekly).  Westminster    Review,    (English     edi- 

Scientific       American      Supplement,         tion),  (monthly). 

(weekly).  Whist,  (monthly). 

Scientific    Temperance  Monthly   Ad-  Wilson's     Photographic     Magazine, 

vices,*  (monthly).  (monthly). 

Scribner's  Magazine,  (monthly).  Women^s  Journal,*  (weekly). 

Skaudinavia,*  (weekly).  Working  Women^s  Journal,*  (month- 

Speaker,  (weekly).  ly). 

Spectator,  (weekly).  Youth's  Companion,  (weekly.) 

Spon's  Monthly  List  of  Engineering  Zeitschrift  des   Bayeriscben  Kuostge- 

Bookh,*  (monthly).  werbe  Vereines,  (monthly). 

Sun  and  Shade,  (monthly).  Total,  225. 

Sunday  School  Times,  (weekly). 

B.     Serial  puhliccUions^^    chiefly   of    organizations,^    governments^    dc} 

Advance  Club.    Publications,*  (occa-  American  Association  for  the  Advance- 
sional).  ment    of     Science.      Proceedings, 

Alabama,  State  of.     Agricultural  Ex-         (annual). 

perimeut  Station.    Bulletin,*  (oc-  American  Bankers'  Association.    Pro- 
casional).  ceedings,*  (annual). 

American  Academy  of  Political  and  So-  American  Bar  Association.     Report^,* 
cial  Science.    Annals,  (bi-monthly).         (annual). 

American  Antiquarian  Society.    Pro-  American  Economic  Association.    Pub- 
ceedings,  (semi-annual).  lications,  (bi-monthly). 


^  Several  publioatlons  of  organizations,  saoh  a«  Psyche,  Journal  of  the  Frauklla  lattltate,  ete.* 
beifif?  better  known  by  their  names,  are  in  Class  A. 
>  The  alphabetical  order  is  by  the  name  of  the  organisation. 
*  See  List  C,  following  this,  for  "  annuals." 
♦Gift. 
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APPENDIX   NO.    I , -^continued. 

American  Folk-Lore  Society.  Me-  Cornell  University.  Agricultural 
moirs,  (occasional.)  Experiment     Station.      Bulletin,* 

American  Historical  Society.    Annual  (monthly). 

Report,  (annual).  Dante    Society.      [Cambridge,    Mass.] 

American  Institute  of  Architects.   Pro-         Annual  reports,  (annual). 

ceedingSf  (annual).  Egypt    ArchsBological     Survey.^      He- 

American  Institute  of  Electrical  Engi-         ports,*  (occasional). 

neers.    Transactions,  (monthly).     Egypt    Exploration    Fund.      Publica- 

American  Institute  of  Mining  Engi-         tions,  (occasional). 

neers.    Transactions,  (annual).        Essex  Institute.     Bulletin,*    (quarter- 
American  Iron  and  Steel  Association.         ly). 

Bulletin,  (occasional).  Essex    Institute.      Historical    Collec- 

American  Library  Association.    Pro-         tion^*  (quarterly). 

ceedings,  (annual).  Filson  Club.    Publications,    (occasion- 

American  Public  Health  Association.         a1).^ 

Proceedings,  (annual).  Florida,  State  of.     State  Agricultural 

American  School  of  Classical  Studies  Experiment  Station.  Bulletin, 
at  Athens.    Papers,  (occasional).  (occasional). 

American  Social  Science  Association.  Folk-Lore  Society,  (London).  Folk- 
Journal,  (annual).  Lore  Journal,  (quarterly). 

American  Society  of  Civil  Engineers.  Hartford  Theological  Seminary.  Hart- 
Transactions,  (monthly).  ford  Seminary  Record,*  (bi-month- 

American  Society  of  Mechanical  Engi-         ly). 

neers.    Transactions,  (biennial).      Harvard  University.    Bulletin,*  (quar- 

American    Statistical    Association.  terly). 

Quarterly  Publications, (quarterly).  Harvard      University.       Studies     and 

Archaeological   Institute  of  America.  Notes  in  Philology,  etc.,  (occasion- 

Papers,  (occasional).  al). 

Brown  University.  Papers  from  the  Home  Market  Society.  Home  Market 
Historical  Seminary,*  (occasional).  Bulletin,*  (monthly). 

Bureau  of  American  Republics.  Illinois,  State  of.  State  Agricultural 
Monthly  Bulletin,*  (monthly).  Experiment      Station.       Bulletin, 

'Columbia    College.     Studies    in  His-         (occasional). 

tory,  Economics,  etc.,  (occasional).  Institution    of  Mechanical  Engineers, 

Columbia  College.     University  Bulle-         (London).    Proceedings,  (annual), 
tin,*  (bi-monthly).  Iron  and  Steel     Institute,     (London). 

Colorado,  State  of.    State  Agricultural         Journal,  (annual). 

Experiment     Station.       Bulletin,  Johns  Hopkins  University.    Circulars,* 
(occasional).  (monthly  during  term). 

Connecticut,  State  of.  State  Agricul-  Johns  Hopkins  University.  Studies 
tural  Experiment  Station.  Annual  in  Historical  and  Political  Science, 
report,*  (annual).  (monthly). 


>  **  Continuationt "  tach  m  the  abore  are  entered  if  an  istue  has  been  receired  daring  the  year, 
but  not  otherwlie. 

•  am. 


14  PBOVIDENCE    PUBLIC    LIBRARY. 

APPENDIX  NO.   1, ^continued. 

Johns  Hopkins  University.     Studies  New  Jersey  Agricultuml  College  Ex- 

in  Historical  and  Political  Science.         periment   Station.     Bulletin,    (oc- 

Extra  volumes,  (occasional).  casional). 

Kansas,  State  of.  Agricultural  Experi-  New  York,  State  of.     Regents'  Bulle- 

ment   Station.     Bulletin,*  (occa-         tin,*  (occasional). 

sional).  New  York,  State   of.     State   Agricol- 

Kentucky,  State  of.    Agricultural  Ex-         tural  Experiment  Station.     BuUe- 

periment  Station.    Bulletin,*  (oc-         tin,  (occasional). 

casional).  North  Carolina,  State  of.     State  Agri- 

Maryland,  State  of.     State  Agricul-         cultural       Experiment       Station. 

tural  Experiment  Station.    BuUe-         Bulletin,  (occasional). 

tin,  (occasional).  North  Dakota,  State  of.     State  Agri- 

Massachusetts,  State  of.    State  Agri-         cultural       Experiment       StaUon. 

cultural  Experiment  Station.    An-         Bulletin,  (occasional). 

nual  Report,*  (annual).  Ohio  Commandery  of   the  Lojral  Le- 

Massachusetts      Historical      Society.         gion.     Sketches  of    War  History, 

Collections,  (annual).  (biennial). 

Massachusetts      Historical      Society.  Oregon,  State  of.     State   Agricultural 

Proceedings,  (annual).  Experiment     Station.       BaUetin,* 

Massachusetts  Institute  of   Technol-         (occasional). 

ogy.    Architectural  Review,  (8  nos.  Palestine   Exploration   Fund.      BuUe- 

per  year.)  tin,  (occasional). 

Massachusetts  Institute  of   Technol-  Pennsylvania,  State    of.     State   Agri- 

ogy.  Technology  Quarterly,  (quar-        cultural       Expedment       Station. 

terly).  Bulletin,  (occasional). 

Michigan   Political  Science   Associa-  Prince   Society.     Publications,    (occs- 

tion.    Publications.  sional). 

Minnesota,  State  of.     State  Agricul-  Providence   Young  Men's  Christian 

tural  Experiment  Station.    Bulle-         Association.     Association  Notes,* 

tin,  (occasional).  (monthly). 

Munseirs  Historical  Series,  (occasion-  Purdue    University    Agri  col  tuial  Ex- 

al).  periment   Station.     Bulletin,  (oc- 

National  Conference  of  Charities  and         casional). 

Corrections.    Proceedings,  (annu-  Rhode  Island,  State  ol     State  Board 

al).  of     Health.      Monthly    Bulletin,* 

National     Educational     Association.         (monthly). 

Proceedings,  (annual).  Rhode  Island  College  of    Agriculture, 

Nebraska    State    Historical    Society.         etc.    Bulletin  of  the  Agricultural 

Transactions  and  Reports,*  (occa-         Experiment  Station,*  (occaaioiial). 

sional).  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society.   Pab- 

New  Hampshire,  State  of.    State  Agri-         lications,  (quarterly). 

cultural  Experiment  Station.  Bui-  Rhode  Island  Medical  jSooiety.   Trans- 

letin,*  (occasional).  actions,*  (annual). 


♦Gift. 
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Society  for  the  Collegiate  Instruction  United  States  of  America.  Depart- 
of  Women.  Faj  House  Mono-  ment  of  the  Interior.  Official  Ga- 
graphs,  (occasional).  zette  of  the  Patent  Office,*  (weekly). 

Soldiers*  and  Sailors'  Historical  Soci-  United  States  of  America.  Depart- 
ety  of  Rhode  Island.  Personal  ment  of  the  Navy.  Astronomical 
narratives,  (occasional).  Papers   of    the   American    Ephe- 

United  States  of  America.    Census  Bu-         meris,*  (occasional). 

reau.    Bulletin,*  (occasional).         United  States    of    America.     Official 

United  States  of  America.  Census  Bu-  Records  of  the  Union  and  Conf ed- 
reau.    Reports,*  (occasional).  erate  Armies,*  (occasional).^ 

United  States  of  America.  Coast  and  United  States  of  America.  Smithson- 
Geodetic  Survey.  Bulletin,*  (oo-  ian  Institution.  Annual  Report,* 
casional).  (annual). 

United  States  of  America.  Congres-  United  States  of  America.  Smithson- 
sional  Record,*  (daily,  during  ses-  ian  Institution.  Contributions  to 
sion).  Knowledge,*  (occasional). 

United  States   of   America.    Depart-  United  States  of  America.    Smithson- 
ment  of  Agriculture.    Bulletin  of         ian      Institution.       Miscellaneous 
the  New  England   Weather  Ser-         Contributions,*  (occasional), 
vice,*  (monthly).  University  of  Nebraska.      University 

United   States  of   America.    Depart-         Studies,  (occasional). 

ment   of   Agriculture.      Monthly  University  of  Pennsylvania.    Publica- 
Report  on  Crops,*  (monthly).  tions,  (occasional). 

United  States  of  America.     Depart-  University    of    Wisconsin.     Bulletin,* 
ment   of   Agriculture.      Monthly         (occasional). 
Weather  Reviews,*  (monthly).         Vermont,    State    of.      State   Agricul- 

United  States  of   America.    Depart-         tural  Experiment  Station.    Annual 
ment  of  Agriculture.    Report  of         Report,*  (annual), 
the  Ohio  Weather  and  Crop  Ser-  West  Virginia,   State  of.    State  Agri- 
vice,*  (monthly).  cultural       Experiment       Station. 

United  States  of   America.     Depart-         Bulletin,  (occasional). 

ment  of  Agriculture.    Report  of  Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity.    Pub- 
the  Statistician,*  (monthly).  lications,  (occasional). 

United  States  of  America.  .Depart-  Wyoming,  State  of.  State  Agricul- 
ment  of  State.  Bulletin  of  the  tural  Experiment  Station.  Bulle- 
RoUs  and  Library,*  (occasional).  tin,  (occasional).^ 

United  States  of  America.  Depart-  Yale  University.  Studies  from  the 
ment  of  State.  Consular  Reports,*  Psychological  Laboratory,*  (occa- 
(occasional).  sional). 

United  States  of  America.  Depart-  Yale  University.  Transactions  of  the 
ment  of  State.  Consular  Reports,  Astronomical  Observatory,*  (occa- 
(Special),  (occasional).  sional). 


Total 107 

Add  library  periodicals,  named  on  p.  18 40 

^ -^ 


*■  Aooompantod  with  atlai. 
•Gift. 
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C.     Annuals  and  hienniahf  induding  almanacs^  etc. 

Almanach  de  Gotha,  1804.    (Official).     Houghtaling's   Hand-book    of   Useful 
American    Annual    of    Photography,         Information,  1805.     (Statistical). 

1803.    (Photography).  Index  to  the  Periodical   literature  of 

American  Board  Almanac  of  Missions,         the  World,  1804.     (Periodical  liter- 

1804.*    (Christian  missions).  ature). 

American  Church  Almanac,  etc.,  1804.*  Johnston    Directory,    1894.       (Local; 

(Protestant  Episcopal  Church.)  statistical). 

American  Newspaper  Directory,  (Row-  Liher  Brunensis,  1804.      (Societies  of 

elPs),  1804.    (Newspaper  lists).  Brown  University). 

American  Philatelist  and  Year-book,  M[a]cPherson's  Hand-book  of  Politics. 

1803.     (Postage  stamps).  1804.      (Governmental  and  Politi- 

Ann^e  (L*)  Littdraire,  1803.   (Literary),         cal;  United  States). 
Ann^e  (L')Scientifique  et  Industrielle,  Manual    of    American     Water- works, 

1802.    (Scientific).  1801.^    (Statistical;    water-works). 

Annual  Burns  Chronicle,  etc.,   1803.*  Medical  and  Surgical  Register  of  the 

(Bums,  literature).  United  States,  1800.*  (Medical, etc.) 

Annual    Catalogues;      American   and  Mineral  Industry  of  the  United  States, 

English,  1804.(Trade  bibliography).  (RothwelPs),    1804.       (Mineralogi- 

Annual  Literary  Index,  1804.      (Peri-         cal). 

odical  literature,  etc.)  Minerva,  1805.  (Educational). 

Appleton^s  Annual  Cyclopasdia,  1804.  Musical  Year-book,  1893.     (Masic). 

(Statistical).  New  England  Business  Directory,  IS^ 

Army    and    Navy    Year-book,    1803.*         (Business). 

(Military  and  naval).  Photographic  Mosaics,  1805.     (Photog- 

Barker's    Facts    and    Figures,    1802.  raphy). 

(Statistical).  Poor^s  Manual  of  Investment  Secori- 

Coal  Trade,  (Saward's),  1803.*  (Coal).  ties.  1804.    (Financial). 

Constitutional  Year-book,  1804.    (Gov-  Poor's    Manual    of    Railroads,    1894 

crnmental;  Great  Britain).  (Railroads). 

Crockford*s    Clerical  Directory,    1803.  Providence,    City    of.      City    Manual, 

(Church  of  England).  1895.*    (Official,  statistical,  etc) 

Dispensatory  of  the  United  States  of  Providence   Almanac,    1805.      (Local; 

America,  1804.     (Pharmaceutical).         statistical). 
Dockham'sAmerican  Report  and  Direc- Providence  Directory,    1894.      (Locil: 

tory,  1893.     (Textiles).  statistical). 

Dod's  Peerage,  1892.     (Heraldic).  Providence  Journal    Almanac,    1895.* 

Hazeirs     Annual,     1895.       (Encyclo-         (Local;  statistical). 

pa)dic).  Providence     Postal  Guide  and  Refer 

Hoffman's    Catholic    Directory,    etc.,  enceBook,  1805.*     (Local;  postil: 

1894.*    (Roman  Catholic  Church).  statistical). 


1  Next  Issue  in  1895. 
•Gift. 
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Provideuce  Tax  Book,   1894.    (Local;  Tiibune  Almanac,  1805.    (Political  and 

financial).  statistical). 

Publishers'   Trade  List  Annual,  1894.  Tribune  (New  York)  Index,  1894.    (In- 

(Ti*ade  bibliography).  dex  to  general  news  and  informa- 

Record    of    Scientific  Progress,    1891.         tion). 

(Scientific).  United  States  of  America.    Congres- 

Rhode  Island,  State  of.    Rhode  Island         sional  Directory,  1893.*    (Official). 

Manual,   1894.*     (Official,  histori-  United  States  of   America.     Depart- 

cal,  and  statistical).  ment    of    the    Navy.     American 

Scientific  American  Reference  Hook,         Ephemeris  and  Nautical  Almanac* 

1803.    (Statistical;  mechanical).  1897.*    (Astronomical). 

State  and  City  Supplement  to  Com-  United  States   of   America.     Official 

mercial  and  Financial  Chronicle,         Register,  1894.*    (Biennial).     (Offi- 

1893.*    (Financial).  cial). 

Statesmen's  Year-book,  1895.    (Official  Whitaker's  Almanack,  1895.     (Statisti- 

and  statistical).  cal). 

Statistical  Year-book  of  Canada,  1893,*  World  Almanac,  1895.     Political  and 

(Official).  statistical). 

Statistician  and  Economist,  (McCarty),  Yachtsman's    Annual     Guide,     1893. 

1895-96.    (Statistical) .  ( Yachting). 

Textile  Manufacturer  Annual,   1894.* 

(Textiles). 

Total 59 

SUMMARY. 

A.  General  list  of  periodicals 225 

B.  Serial  publications,  chiefiy  of  organizations,  governments,  etc 147 

C.  Annuals  and  biennials,  including  almanacs,  etc 59 

Total 431 
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APPENDIX  NO.    1,— continued. 

A  classified  regrouping  of  the  periodicals y  serials^  etc,^  named  above. 

1.  Literary  and  critical  journals.    Nation,^  Critic,  Literary  World,  Dial,  Magaxiiie  of 

Poetry,  Literary  News,^  Book  News,  Book  Notes,^  Book  Beyiews,  NoC«s  oo  New 
Books,  (Am.);*  and  Quarterly  ReTiew,^  Edinburgh  Ileview,i  Westminster  Reriew.i 
Blackwood*8,>  Atlienacum,>  Academy ,>  Saturday  Review,^  Spectator,^  Speaker ,i  (Eng.); 
Revue  des  Deux  Mondes,  La  Revue  de  PariB,>  Revue  des  Livres  et  du  Theatre,*  L* 
Ann^  Lltt^aire,  (Cont.) 

2.  Studies  of  language  and  literature.    American  Journal  of  Philology,  Harrard  Univertity 

Studies  and  Notes  in  Philology,  etc.,  American  School  of  Classical  Studies  at  Athens 
Papers,'  Dante  Society  Reports,  (Am.);  Gaelic  Journal,  Annual  Bums  Chronicle, 
(Eng.) 

3.  Phonetics^  shorthand^  etc.    Frank  Harrison's  Shorthand  Magazine,  (Am.) ;  and  Phonetic 

Journal,  (Eng.);  Phonographic  Magazine,  (Am.) 

4.  Selections,  reprints,  etc.    Littell's  Living  Age,  Literary  Digest,  Literary  News,^  Current 

Literature,  Public  Opinion,  Review  of  Reviews,  (Am.) 
6.    Indexes  to  periodical  literature.    Annual  Literary  Index,  Index  to  the  Periodical  Litera- 
ture of  the  World,  The  Reader,  New  York  Daily  Tribune  Index,  (Am.) 
[See  also  Foote*s  Naturalists'  Leisure  Hour  and  Monthly  Bulletin.] 

6.  Trade  bibliography,  etc.    Annual  catalogues ;  American  and  English,  Publishers*  Trade 

List  Annual,  Publishers'  Weekly,  American  Newspaper  Directory,  (Am.);  and  Book- 
seller, Publishers'  Circular,  (Eng.) 

7.  Special  Indletins  qf  currettt  piU}lications.     Bulletin  Mensuel,  (C.  Beinwald),  (and  the 

monthly  lists  of  B.  Westermann,  G.  E.  Stechert,  T.  H.  Castor  &  (>>.,  Koehler,  Neumann 
&  Ck).,  and  others),  Mltteilungender  Verlagsbuchhandlung,  Monatlicbes  VerzeichniM, 
(For.  lit.);    Monthly  Record  of  Scientific  Literature,'  (Tan  Nostrand's),   Spon's 
Monthly  List  of  Engineering  Books,'  (Sclent.);  Washington  Book  Chronicle,  (Gon 
pub.) 

8.  Library  management.    Library  Journal,  Library  Notes,  Proceedings  of  American  Library 

Association,  (Am.);  Library,  (Eng.) ;  Centralblatt  filr  Bibliotheksvresen.    (Cont.) 

9.  Special  journals  of  individual  libraries.*    Bulletin,  (Apprentices'  Library,  Philadelphia) ; 

Bulletin,  (Enoch  Pratt  Free  Library  of  Baltimore);  Bulletin, <Bo8ton  Public  Library); 
Bulletin,  (Brookline  Public  Library);  Bulletin,  (Brooklyn  Library);  Open  Shelf. 
(Cleveland  Public  Library);  Books,  (Denver  Public  Library) ;  Reference  Lists,  (Drexel 
Institute,  Philadelphia,  Library  Department);  Bulletin,  (Fitchburg  Public  Library); 
Bulletin.  (Hartford  Public  Library);  Bulletin,  (Lancaster  Town  Library);  Bulletin, 
(Lawrence  Public  Library);  Bulletin,  (Maiden  Public  Library);  Bulletin,  (Waltham 
Public  Library);  Quarterly  Index,  (Milwaukee  Public  Library);  Quarterly  Bulletin, 
(Minneapolis  Public  Library);  Library  Record,  (Jersey  City  Public  Library);  Library 
News,  (Newark  Public  Library);  Bulletin,  (New  Haven  Public  Library);  Bulletin, 
(New  London  Public  Library) :  Bulletin,  (Salem  Public  Library) ;  Library  Bulletin, 
(Springfield  City  Library);  Bulletin,  (Warren  County  Library) ;  Bulletin  of  Additions, 
(Worcester  Free  Public  Library) ;  Library  News-Letter,  (Wilkes-Barr^,  Pa.);  Library 
Record,  (Helena (Mont.) Public  Library);  Bulletin,  (New  York  Meroantfle  Library); 
Bulletin,  (Mercantile  Library,  Philadelphia);  Monthly  Notes,  (Philadelphia  Public 
Library);  Bulletin,  (Scranton  Public  Library);  Our  Library,  (Portland,  (Ore.) Library 


'  Entered  also  under  other  headings. 

'Explanation  of  abbreviations.— "Am.,"  American;  *' Can.,"  Canadian ;  "Eng.,"  English; 
"Cont.,"  Continental;  "For.  lit.,"  Foreign  literature;  "Sclent.,"  Scientific;  "Govt. pub.," 
Government  publications. 

s  40  libraries. 
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ABsociation) ;  Bulletin,  (Tufts  Library,  Wejrmouth,  Mass.);  State  Library  Bulletin, 
(New  York  State  Library);  Bibliographical  Contributions,  (Bowdoin  College  Library); 
Library  Bulletin,  (Cornell  University  Library) ;  Bibliographical  Contributions,  (Har> 
vard  College  Library) ;  Bulletin  of  the  Department  of  Rolls  and  Library  of  the  U.  S. 
Department  of  State,^  (Am.) 

XO.  HUftory.  Cyclopedic  Review  of  Current  History,!  Magazine  of  New  England  History ,i 
New  England  Magazine,^  Annual  Report  of  American  Historical  Association,  Pro, 
ceedings  of  the  American  Antiquarian  Society,  Proceedings  of  the  Massachusetts 
Historical  Society,  Collections  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  Publications 
of  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society,  Book  Notes,!  Nebraska  Historical  Society 
Bulletin,  Historical  Collections  of  the  Essex  Institute,  Bulletin  of  the  Essex  Insti- 
tute,i  Publications  of  the  Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity,  Putnam's  Monthly  His- 
torical Magazine,  Personal  Narratives  of  the  Soldiers*  and  Sailors'  Historical  Society 
of  Rhode  Island,  First  Maine  Bugle,  Ohio  Commandery  of  the  Loyal  Legion  Sketches 
of  War  History,  Confederate  War  Journal,  Official  Records  of  the  Union  and  Confed- 
erate Armies,  Harvard  Historical  Monographs,  Fay  House  Monographs,  Papers  from 
the  Historical  Seminary  of  Brown  University,  Columbia  College  Studies  in  History, 
Economics,  etc.,^  Johns  Hopkins  University  Studies  in  Historical  and  Political 
Science  > ;  also,  "  Extra  volumes  > " ;  Bulletin  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin ;  Univer- 
sity Studies  of  the  University  of  Nebraska ;  Papers  of  the  American  School  of  Classi- 
cal Studies  at  Athens ;  Old  South  Leaflets,  American  History  Leaflets,  Prince  Society 
Publications,  Munseirs  Historical  Series,  Filson  Club  Publications,  Bulletin  of  the 
Department  of  Rolls  and  Library  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  State  ^  Monthly  Bulletin 
of  the  Bureau  of  American  Republics,^  New  England  Historical  and  Genealogical 
Register,!  (Am.);  and  English  Historical  Review,  (Eng.) 

11.  Bictjraphy  and  ffenecUofftj.  New  England  Historical  and  €tonealogical  Register,!  Put- 
nam's Monthly  Historical  Magazine,!  (Am.)  ; 

1'2.  Gfoffraph  y,  etc.*  Around  the  World,  Appalachia,  Outing,  Monthly  Bulletin  of  the  Bureau 
of  American  Republics,!  American  School  of  Classical  Studies  at  Athens  Papers,! 
Rand,  McNally  Co.,  Official  Railroad  Guide,!  (Am.);  Egypt  Exploration  Fund  Publi- 
cations, Egypt  Archspological  Survey,  Palestine  Exploration  Fund  Bulletin,  Biblia, 
(Eng.);  Petermann's  Mitteilungen,  (Cont.) 

13.  Psycholocrt/.    Studies  from  the  Psychological  Laboratory  of  Tale  University,  Pedagogical 

Seminary,!  (Am.). 

14.  Belifpon,  ethics,  theoloQy,  etc.    American  Church  Almanac,  Hoffman's  Catholic  Direc- 

tory. Catholic  World,!  Catholic  Reading  Circle  Review,  Tablet,  Jewish  Messenger, 
Free  Thought  Magazine,  Path,  Open  Court,  New  World,  Hartford  Seminary  Record, 
Biblical  World,  New  Church  Review,  Manifesto,  American  Board  Almanac,  Provi- 
dence Young  Men's  Christian  Association  Notes,  Sunday  School  Times,  (Am.);  and 
Crockford's  Clerical  Directory,  Critical  Review,  (Eng.) 

15.  Xatvrai  Science.    Physical   Review,  American  Journal  of  Science,  Journal  of  the 

Franklin  Institute,  Popular  Science  Monthly,  American  Naturalist,  Science,  Annual 
Report  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  Contributions  to  Knowledge  of  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution,  Miscellaneous  Contributions  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution, 
Bulletin  of  the  United  States  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey,  American  Institute  of 
Mining  Engineers  Transactions,  Mineral  Collector,  Naturalists*  Leisure  Hour  and 
Monthly  Bulletin,  Proceedings  of  the  American  Association  for  the  Advancement  of 
Science,  Bulletin  of  the  Essex  Institute,  Forest  and  Stream,  Amateur  Sportsman, 
American  Monthly  Microscopical  Journal,  Microscope,  Ornithologist  and  Odlogist, 
Auk,  Psyche,  (Am.);  Nature,  Journal  of  the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry,  (Eng.), 
and  L'Annto  Scientlflque  et  IndustrleUe,  (Cont.) 

!  Entered  also  under  other  headings. 

s  Including  travel,  exploration,  mountain  climbing,  etc. 
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16.  Meteoroloffy.    Monthly  Weather  Review,  Bulletin  of  the  New  England  Weather  Service, 

Ohio  Weather  and  Crop  Service  Bulletin,^  (Am.) 

17.  Astronomy.    American  Ephemeris  and  Nautical  Almanac,  Astronomical  Papers  of  the 

American  Ephemeris,  Yale  University  Astronomical  Observatory  Annals,  Popular 
Astronomy,  (Am.) 

18.  AgricxjMMre.    New  England    Homestead,  United  States  Department   of  Agriculture 

Monthly  Report  on  Crops,  Report  of  the  Statistician,  and  Ohio  Weather  and  Crop 
Service  Bulletin  -^  also  the  Btilletins  of  the  State  Agricultural  Experiment  Statioiis 
-of  the  following  states,— Uiode  Island,  Connecticut,  Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire, 
Vermont,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  West  Virginia,  North 
Carolina,  Florida,  Alabama,  Illinois,  Minnesota,  North  Dakota,  Colorado,  Wyomiag* 
Oregon;  also  of  the  Hatch  Experiment  Station  of  the  Massachusetts  Agriculturtl 
College,  and  of  those  of  New  Jersey  Agricultural  QoUege,  Purdue  University,  and 
Cornell  University,  (Am.) 

19.  Hortl4miture  and  landscape  gardening.    American  Gardening,  Garden  and  Forest,  (Am.) 

20.  Medicine  and  sanitary  science.    Transactions  of  the  Rhode  Island  Medical  Society, 

Monthly  Bulletin  of  the  Rhode  Island  State  Board  of  Health,  Atlantic  Medical 
Weekly,  Gymnasium,^  American  Public  Health  Association  Publications,  Medical 
and  Surgical  Register  of  the  United  States,  Dispensatory  of  the  United  States,  (Am.) 

21.  Enffineeriny.    Transactions  of  the  American  Society  of  Civil  Engineers,  Transactions  of 

the  American  Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers,  Transactions  of  the  American  Insti- 
tute of  Electrical  Engineers,  Transactions  of  the  American  Institute  of  Mining 
Engineers,  Engineering  News,  Engineering  Magazine,  Engineering  Record,  American 
Engineer  and  Railroad  Journal,!  Monthly  Record  of  Scientific  Literature,^  (Van  Nos- 
trand's),  Spon's  Monthly  List  of  Engineering  Books,^  L.  A.  W.  Bulletin  and  (Sood 
Roads,^  Manual  of  American  Water-works,  (Am.);  and  Engineering,  Transactions  of 
the  So<dety  of  Engineers,  Institution  of  Mechanical  Engineers,  (Eng.) 

22.  Railroads.    Railroad  Gazette,  American  Engineer  and  Railroad  Journal.^  National  Car 

and  Locomotive  Builder,  Poor's  Mancuil  of  Railroads,^  Rand,  McNally  Co.,  Official 
Railroad  Guide,'  The  Locomotive,  (Am.) 

23.  Electricity.    Transactions  of  the  American  Institute  of  Electrical  Engineers,  Electrical 

World,  Electrical  Review,  (Am.),  and  Elektrotechnische  Zeitschrift,  (Cont.) 

24.  Manufa/:tures^  inventions,  patents,  etc.    Scientific  American,  Scientific  American  Sap- 

plement.  Scientific  American  Reference  Book,  Official  Gazette  of  the  United  Sutet 
Patent  Office,  American  Iron  and  Steel  Association  Bulletin,  Textile  Manufacturing 
Record,  Dockham's  American  Report  and  Directory,  Fibre  and  Fabric,  Der  Tecb- 
niker,  Iron  Age,  Jewelers'  Weekly,'  United  States  Miller,  (Am.);  Industries  and  Iron 
Textile  Manufacturer,  Textile  Manufacturer  Annual,  Journal  of  the  Iron  and  Steel 
Institute,  Journal  of  Society  of  Chemical  Industry,  (Eng.),  and  L*Annte  Scientifiqoe 
et  Industrielle,  (Cont.) 

25.  MisceUaneous  practical  science.    Practical  Mechanic,  American  Machinist,  Scientilic 

American,  Scientific  American  Supplement,  Scientific  American  Reference  Book, 
Journal  of  the  Franklin  Institute,  Technology  Quarterly,  Monthly  Record  of  Scien- 
tific Literature,  (Van  Nostrand's),  Spon's  Monthly  List  of  Engineering  Books,'  (Am.): 
and  English  Mechanic,  (Eng.) 

26.  Commerce,  Jinance,  etc.    Bradstreet's,  Commercial  and  Financial  Chronicle,  Investor's 

Supplement  to  the  Commercial  and  Financial  Chronicle,  Poor's  Manual  of  Invest- 
ment Securities,  American  Investments,  Poor's  Manual  of  Railroads,'  Coal  Trade, 
Proceedings  of  the  American  Bankers*  Association,  Bankers*  Magazine,  Banking  Law 
Journal,'  Bank  Notes,  Official  Statements  of  the  Providence  Banks,  Providence 
Journal  of  Commerce,  Publications  of  the  Advance  Club,  New  England  Busineis 
Directory,  Providence  Directory,  Johnston  Directory,  Publications  of  the  American 
Economic  Association,'  Travelers'  Record,*  United  States  Consular  Reports ;' (also 

'  Entered  also  under  other  headings. 
>  Insurance. 
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the  special  reports),^  Bulletin  of  the  United  States  Eleventh  Census,^  Reports  of 
the  United  States  Eleventh  Census^i  Monthly  Bulletin  of  the  Bureau  of  American 
Republics,  (Am.);  Industries,  and  Iron,  (Eng.) 

27.  Education.    Proceedings  of  the  National  Educational  Association,  Educational  Review, 

Pedagogical  Seminary,  Education,  Journal  of  Education,  Chautauqttan,^  Citizen, 
Kindergarten  Magazine,  (Am.) ;  Minerva,  (Cont.) 

28.  Publications  representing  individual  coHeges.    Bulletin  of  Harvard  University,  Univer- 

sity Bulletin  of  Columbia  College,  Johns  Hopkins  University  Circulars ;  also  Harvard 
Graduates*  Magazine ;  also  Brown  Magazine,'  Brunonian,'  Brown  Herald,  Tnftonian, 
Tennessee  University  Magazine ;  also  Liber  Brunensis. 

29.  Social  movements^  rtforms^  etc.    Charities  Review,  Proceedings  of  the  National  Confer- 

ence of  Charities  and  Corrections,  Publications  of  the  American  Public  Health 
Association,  Publications  of  the  American  Economic  Association,'  Journal  of  Social 
Science,'  Social  Economist,  Twentieth  Century,  Working  Women's  Journal,  Journal 
of  Zodphily,  Animals*  Friend,  Vegetarian  Messenger,  Scientific  Temperance 
Monthly  Advices,  Indian's  Friend,  Good  Government,  Proportional  Representation 
Review,  L.  A.  W.  Bulletin  and  Good  Roads,'  Publications  of  the  Advance  Club.' 

30.  Tariff.    American  Economist,  Home  Market  Bulletin,  Nation.' 

31.  Afamuifs  of  ffot^ernmentt  polities,  administrcUiont  etc.    Official  Register  of  the  United 

States,  Congressional  Directory,  Congressional  Record,  New  York  State  Library 
Bulletin,  Rhode  Island  Manual,'  Providence  City  Manual,  Providence  Directory,' 
Johnston  Directory,'  Providence  Tax  Book,  Providence  Journal  Almanac,'  Provi- 
dence Postal  Guide  and  Reference  Book,'  United  States  Official  Postal  Guide,  Postal 
Record,  Good  Government,  McPherson's  Handbook  of  Politics,  Tribune  Almanac,' 
World  Almanac,'  Statistician'  and  Economist,  Appleton's  Annual  Cyclopeedia,' 
(Am.);  also  Statistical  Year  Book  of  Canada,  (Can.);  also  Statesman*s  Year  Book, 
Constitutional  Year  Book,  Dod's  Peerage,  etc.,'  Barker's  Facts  and  Figures,  Hazell's 
Annual,  Whitaker's  Almanac,  (Eng.);  also  Almanach  de  Gotha,  (Cont.) 

32.  Law.    Reports  of  the  American  Bar  Association,  Albany  Law  Journal,  Banking  Law 

Journal,'  (Am.);  American  Lawyer,  Canada  Law  Journal. 

33.  Army  atul  Navy.    United  Service,  The  Year's  Naval  Progress,  Army  and  Navy  Year- 

book, (Am.) 
M.    Heraldry.    Dod*s  Peerage,  etc.,'  (Eng.) 

35.  Folk  Lore.    Journal  of  American  Folk-lore,'  Memoirs  of  the  American  Folk-lore 

Society,  (Am.);  Folk-lore  Journal,'  (Eng.) 

36.  Miscellaneous  economic  and  politiccU  discussion.    Publications  of  the  American  Econ- 

omic Association,'  Annals  of  the  American  Academy  of  Political  and  Social  Science, 
Quarterly  Publications  of  the  American  Statistical  Association,'  Journal  of  Social 
Science,'  Publications  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  Johns  Hopkins  University 
Studies  in  Historical  and  Political  Science,'  Columbia  College  Studies  in  History, 
Economics,  etc.,'  Political  Science  Quarterly,  (Columbia  College),  Quarterly  Journal 
of  Economics,  (Harvard  University),  Quarterly  Journal  of  Political  Economy,  (Uni- 
versity of  Chicago),  Michigan  Political  Science  Association  Publications,  Nation, 
Citizen,  Good  Government,  Publications  of  the  Advance  Club,  Kate  Field*s  Washing- 
ton, (Am.) ;  Saturday  Review,'  Spectator,'  Speaker,'  (Eng.) 

37.  Statistics.    Quarterly  Publications  of  the  American  Statistical  Association,'  Bulletins 

of  the  United  States  Eleventh  Census,'  Report  of  the  United  States  Eleventh  Census, 
United  States  Consular  Reports,'  (also  the  Special  Reports),'  Appleton's  Annual 
Cyclopsedia,'  Statistician  and  Economist,  HoughtaIing*s  Hand-book  of  Useful  Infor- 
mation, Tribune  Almanac,'  World  Almanac,'  Daily  News  Almanac  and  Political 
Register,'  Providence  Journal  Almanac,'  Providence  Almanac,  Providence  Postal 
Guide  and  Reference  Book,  Providence  Directory,  Johnston  Directory,  Providence 
Tax  Book,  Rhode  Island  Manual,  (Am.);  Statesman's  Year-book,  Hazell's  Annual, 
Barker's  Facts  and  Figures,  Whitaker's  Almanac,  (Eng.) 

'  Entered  also  under  other  headings. 


22  PROVIDENCE    PUBLIC    LIBRARY. 

APPENDIX   NO.    Ij'-^continued. 

38.  Art.    Art  Amateur,  (Am.);  Portfolio,  (Eng.);  L*Art  pour  Tous,  (Cont.) 

39.  Design  and  Us  applioation.    Art  Interchftnge,  Jeweler's  Weekly ,i  Cabinet  Ifaker,  Deco- 

rator and  Furnisher,  (Am.);  Textile  Manufacturer ,>  (Eng.);  Zeitschrift  des  Bayer, 
ischen  Kunstgewerbe  Vereines,  L'  Art  pour  Tons,  (Cont.) 

40.  Architecture.    Proceedings  of  the  American  Institute  of  Architects,  American  Architect. 

Architectural  Record,  Architecture  and  Building,   Architectural  Review,  (Am.); 
Biat^riaux  et  Documents  d'  Architecture,  etc.,  (Cont.) 

41.  ArcfuBoloffy.    Papers  of  the  Archaeological  Institute  of  America,  American  Journal  of 

Archaeology,  Papers  of  the  American  School  of  Classical  Studies  at  Athens,  Journal 
of  American  Ethnology  and  Archaeology,  Journal  of  American  Folk4ore,^  American 
Journal  of    Numismatics,  (Am.);   Egjrpt  Exploration    Fund  Publications,  Egypt 
Archaeological  Survey,  Palestine  Exploration  Fund  Bulletin,   Folk-lore  Journal 
Notes  and  Queries,  (Eng.) 

42.  Art  collections^  etc.    Collector,  American  Journal  of  Numismatics,  American  Philatelist, 

(Am.) 

43.  Fashions.    Harper's  Bazar,  (Am.) 

44.  Photography.    Sun  and  Shade,  Wilson's  Photographic  Magazine,  Wilson's  Photographic 

Mosaics,  American  Annual  of  Photography,  (Am.);  British  Journal  of  Photography, 
(Eng.) 
46.    Music.    Music,  Musical  Year-book,  (Am.) 

46.  Exercise^  sports^  amusements^  etc.    G>'mnasium,>  Outing,  L.  A.  W.  Bulletin  and  Good 

Roads,  Forest  and  Stream,  Yachtsman's  Annual  Guide,  VThist,  (Am.) 

47.  Humorous.    Life,  Puck,  Judge,  (Am.) ;  Punch,  (Eng.) 

48.  JuifeniU  publications.  St.  Nicholas,  Harper's  Young  People,  Youth's  Companion,  (Am.) 
40.  Local  publications^  Rhode  Island.  Providence  Daily  Journal,  Providence  Sunday  Jour- 
nal, Providence  Visitor,  Rhode  Island  Israelite,  Folkets  Rbst,  Brown  Herald,  Brown 
Magazine,!  Brunonian.^  Liber  Brunensis,'  Book  Notes,  Providence  Young  Men'fl 
Christian  Association  Notes,!  Publications  of  the  Advance  Club,!  Rhode  Island  Man- 
ual, Providence  City  Manual,  Providence  Journal  Almanac,!  Providence  Almanac,! 
Providence  Directory,!  Johnston  Directory,!  Providence  Tax  Book,!  (Providence); 
L'  Esp^rance,  (Central  Falls),  (Am.) 

60.  Local  publications^  Hawaii.    Paradise  of  the  Pacific. 

61.  General  or  miscellaneous  publications.    North  American  Review,  Forum,  Arena,  Atlan- 

tic Monthly,  Harper's  Magazine,*  Century,*  Scrlbner's  Magazine,*  Cosmopolitan,* 
McClure's  Magazine,*  New  England  Magazine,*  Lippincott's,  Catholic  World,!  Chan- 
tauquan,!  Nation,!  Book  Notes,  Dlustrated  American,*  Harper's  Weekly,*  Ladies' 
Home  Journal,*  New  England  Staaten  Zeitung,  Land  of  Sunshine,  (Am.);  Nineteenth 
Century,  Contemporary  Review,  Fortnightly  Review,  Blackwood's,  Westminster 
Review,!  Quarterly  Review,!  Edinburgh  Review,!  English  Dlustrated  Magazine,* 
Athenaeum,!  Academy,!  Saturday  Review,!  Spectator,!  Speaker,!  Illustrated  London 
News,*  (Eng.) ;  Revue  des  Deux  Mondes,  La  Revue  de  Paris,  Revue  des  Livres  et  da 
Theatre,  Ueber  Land  und  Meer,*  (Cont.) 


!  Entered  also  under  other  headings. 
*  Illustrated. 
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APPENDIX   NO.   2. 

QEITEBAL  STATBHENT  OP  THE  SEAS'S  OBOWTH. 


(1)  Boolcs  in  cironlBtion.. . . . 

(2)  Books  for  reference ' . . . 

(3)  Iteporta'  for  reference.. 

Total 


No.  in  library, 
Jan.  1, 1694. 


&1,4T4 
2,660 
17,289 

11,618 


APPENDIX  NO.   3. 
B0UBCE8  or  ACCEaeioya. 


<1)    Bj  pnrohaM 

(2)    U7  tnuufer,  exehauKe,  «b).. 
<8)    Byglft. 


Total  acoeMlona  from  beginning 

Total  witbdrawali  from  b«Kiiinf  ng. . 


38,961 
4,M0 
33,160 


76,361 


41,649 
4,536 
38,106 


W.SSl 
T.60B 


'  Tb*  dlaUnctloii  betwean  (!)  and  (S)  li  bu«d  on  tiM  bet  thtx  {S)  cmnprUM  goTernmaDt 
pablloMlona,  «to.,  ebtelly  iDcloded  In  DiTlclon  B  of  Appendli  Mo.  11. 

•  Thl*  InclDda*  the  4i5n  Toltunas  from  tb*  Franklin  Ltmud.  i 
rkted  In  thli  library. 
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APPENDIX   NO.   4. 


GROSS  AND  VBT  IKCREA8E  OF  THE  TEAR. 


GAIN. 


(1) — By  parohase 

(2) — By  transfer,  exchange, 

etc — 

(3)-Bygift 

Gross  gain 

Loss  deducted 

Net  gain 


LOSS. 


By  withdrawal,  (1S94) 
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APPENDIX  NO.    5. 


CLASSIFICATION  OF  ACCESSIONS. 


1 

2 
8 
4 
5 

6 

7 

6 

9 

10 

11 

12 


ADDED  IN  1894. 


Practical  science 

General 

Fiction 

Literature,  miscellaneous 

Sociid  science 

Art  (including  music)^  . . 

Bio^^phy 

History 

Philosophical  science 

Geography 

Natural  science 

Juvenile  books 


In  neither  of  the  above  classes, 


641 
461 
380 
359 
340 
292 
289 
252 
231 
192 
133 
72 


3,542 

378 

3,920 


1 
2 
3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 


PRESENT  TOTAL. 


Fiction 

History 

General 

Literature,  miscellaneous 

Biopttphy 

Social  science 

Geography 

Philosophical  science 

Practical  science 

Juvenile  books 

Art  (including  music^)  . . . 
Natural  science 


52,064 
In  neither  of  the  above  classes,  19,599 

71,618 


^  Musical  scores,  16  vols. 


*  Masical  scores,  222  vols. 
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APPENDIX  NO.  6. 

REGISTRATION  TABULATED  BT  WARDS. 

Number  of  cards  in  iise  Jan.  1, 1894 20,881 

Number  of  cards  issued,  1894 4,853 

Number  of  cards  cancelled,  1894 Ill 

Number  in  use  at  present,  Dec.  31,  1894 25,623 

Registration  by  wardSt  1894. 

1.  Fifth 648 

2.  Fourth 611 

3.  Second 606 

4.  Seventh 536 

5.  Eighth 485 

6.  Ninth 484 

7.  First 456 

8.  Sixth 455 

9.  Tenth 320 

10.     Third 252 


4,853 

Summary, 

Total  (2)  East  side  wards 1,062 

Total  (6)  West  side  wards 3,219 

Third  and  Tenth  wards ^ 572 


4,853 


Total  registration  by  wards,  1888-94. 


Name  of 

THE 

Wakd. 


Rank  of  wards 

by  population, 

Jan.  1, 1883. 


Tenth 21,1»2 

Third 18,248 

First 16,191 

Ninth 14,781 

Second 14,739 

SUth 14,322 

Eighth 13,940 

Fifth 13,630 

Seventh 13,2&7 

Fourth 9,644 

148,944 


Rank  of  wards  by  number  of 
names  registered  up  to  Dec. 
31,1894. 


Fourth 3,634 

Fifth 3,463 

Second 3,142 

Eighth 2,779 

Seventh 2,723 

Ninth 2,614 

First 2J>74 

Sixth 2,446 

Tenth 1,602 

Third 1,438 

26,314 

Cancelled 691 

26.623 


Percentage  of  registration  in 
each  ward  to  the  population 
of  the  ward. 


Fourth 36.6 

Fifth 25.4 

Second 21.3 

Seventh 20.6 

Eighth 19.9 

Ninth 17.6 

Sixth 17.07 

First 16.9 

Third 7.8 

Tenth 7.6 
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[A.] 

▲aaBEGATB  FOB 

NINE  YEARS. 


APPENDIX  NO.  7 


CIRCULATION. 


Total   number  of  TOlumes 
used  at  the  library 


Total    number    taken    for 
home  use 


• 

• 

• 

• 

« 

§ 

9> 

% 

>» 

>» 

>* 

>k 

A 

ft 

A 

A 

i 

^ 

Wk 

^ 

.^ 

§ 

e 


14,192 
82,179 

13,667 
77,047 

10,905 
72,191 

11,485 
73,239 

15,349 
79,249 

96,371 

90,7M 

83,096 

84,724 

94,598 

19,145 


78,102 


97,«1 


Si 


«8 


ti 

& 
K 


25,066 


863dl 


111,946 


24,387;  35,474 


90,798  V»,m 


116,185  143JM4 


[B.]    [Use  of  the  library  within  the  room,  1S94.* 


Largest  use  on  any  day. 
Smiulest  use  on  any  day. 

Larjrest  in  any  week 

Smallest  in  any  week. . . 
Largest  in  any  month... 
Smallest  in  any  month.. 
Average  monthly  use. . . 

Average  weekly  use 

Average  daily  use ^ 

Total  in  the  year 


BOOKS  CONSULTED 


[Feb.  241 im 

July  41 2 

'Feb.2l$-Mar.3]  1,194 

July  1-7] 318 

Feb.] 4,164 

July] 1,628 

2,9564- 

682-- 

97-- 

35,474 


PERIODICALS,  ETC. 


[Feb.  3] 260 

July  4] 20 

Feb.  4-10]...  1,382 
July  1-7]....  716 
March] 5,438 


[July] 


3,680 

4,62^- 
1,067-- 

Ifiif 
55,486 


[C]  Books  takkx  foi 
HOME  r9E,  18M. 


Apr.  14] M9 

Sept.  19] 13» 

Feb.  26-Mar.  3]  2^44 
July  2»-28]...     UW 

March] iwn 

July] 6,W 

....:. •,«KH- 

2,«>t 

301+ 

108,070 


[D]      CLASSIFICATION  OF  CIRCULATION. 

(1)    By  the  clcLSsification  adopted  in  this  library. 


(1)    Fiction  [adult] 48,390 


(2 
(3 
(4 
(5 

(6 
(T 
(8 

(» 
(10 

(11 


uicuon  Laauitj «j,ijw  )                                                     j  44.77+ 

Fiction  [juvenile] 1«,162  J  ^'^^ &».T2-h  \  14.^+ 

History 0,687 «.18-|- 

Geography 5,591 5.17+ 

Biography 5,275 4.3S+ 

Miscellaneous 5,007 4.61+ 

Greneral  class 4,378 4.05+ 

Art  (including  music,  etc.)    4,030 S-TM* 

Practical  science 3,437 3.lt+ 

Natural  science 3,428 3tl7+ 

Social  science 3.370 3.11+ 

Philosophical  science 2,316 2. 14+ 


108,070 100. 


*  The  total  Sunday  use  of  the  library  (52  Sundays)  is  10,096;  the  largest  use  on  any  Soadtj 
(Bfarch  4)  being  411. 
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(2)    By  the  elassiflcation  adopted  by  the  American  Library  Aseociation, 

A.  Literary  classes. 

Juveniles 16,162 

Prose  fiction 48,390 

Essays,  poetry,  drama 9,137 

Periodicals,  literary 75 

Total,  Literary  classes 73,764 

B.  Historical  classes. 

Geography  and  travels 5,591 

Biography .  5,276 

History 6,687 

Total,  Historical  classes 17,553 

C.  Arts  and  sciences. 

Fine  arts 4,030 

Industrial  arts 3,437 

Natural  science 3,428 

Philology 173 

Social  and  political  science 3,370 

Philosophy 2,315 

Total,  Arts  and  sci  ences 16,753 


Summary. 

literary  classes 78,764 

Historical  classes 17,553  ^  108,070 

Arts  and  sciences 


78,764-) 
17,553  C  108,( 
16,753) 


(8)    By  the  classifleation  adopted  by  the  Rhode  Island  Board  of  Education. 

Fiction .• 64,552 

Selence  and  art 16,580 

History 6,687 

Btofpraphy 5,275 

Geography  and  travels 5,591 

ICsoellaneous 4,378 

Literature  and  language 2,267 

Poetry  and  drama 2,740 

108,070 
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APPENDIX  NO.  8. 

BANK  OF  MONTHS  IN    CIRCULATION  AND  REGISTRATION. 
[Compare  also  Appendices  Nos.  6  and  7.] 


OIBCULATION. 

BEOI8TBATION. 

Total. 

Subdivisions  of  total  reg;lstratk». 

Non-resi- 
dents. 

Teach'rs' 
special 
cards. 

Johnston. 

Teachers' 
cards. 

Others. 

Others. 

1.  March....  11,471 

2.  February.    9,909 

3.  January..    9,935 

4.  April 9,766 

6.    December    9,702 

.Tfltiiiftrv .,,,,.... 

1,436 
633 
622 
468 
390 
363 
360 
336 
282 
226 
202 
186 

132 
39 
41 
34 
24 
21 
33 
32 
18 

3 

G 

1      . 

12                  o 

4 
5 
2 

1.36 

February 

March 

12 
10 

5T7 

m 

October 

20 

4M 

November 

December 

September 

April 

17 
6 

21 
6 
9 

319 

6.    November    9JMS 

3 

1 

3 

2 
2 

3 

1 

S33 

7.    October..    9,193 

•••••• 

2» 

8.  May 8,881 

9.  June 7.838 

296 

Mlay 

1 

SS 

10.  Septemb'r   7,790 

11.  August...    7,299 

12.  July 6,708 

Aueust 

231 

June 

1 

198 

July 

i'       *  "i" 

in 

"  *"j  •••• 

108,070 

6,380 

384 

113                 4 
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APPENDIX  NO.  9. 


ACCESSIONS,  CIRCULATION,   AND    REGISTRATION   FOR  SEVBNTBBN  TEARS. 

Accessions.  Circulation.  RegistrstiOB. 

[No.  of  vols,  at  beginning] 10,307 

1st  year,  1878-79 3,491 90,685 10,792 

2d    year,  1879-80 3,a31 . .  93,38t>.-. %m 

3d    year,  1880 1,407 67,620 2,Mt 

4tli  year,  1881 1,724 83,31» 2^7 

6tli  year,  1882 1,798 82,519 2,204 

6th  year,  1883 4,833 85,486 2,6S 

7th  year,  1884 6,482 aS.Ol  I . .  • 2,6» 

8th  year,  188o 2,071 93,587.. 2,2» 

9th  year,  188«{ 2,19ti 82,179 1,9« 

10th  year,  1887 3,347 77,047 .' 1,71^ 

11th  year,  1888.... 4,107 72,191 sitf^ 

12th  year,  1889 5,044 73,23i». 2^ 

13th  year,  1890 6,649 79,249. ijSU 

14th  year,  1891 3,923 78,102 4,SM 

15th  year,  1892 4,531 86,891 S,!!! 

16th  year,  189.5 5,549 90,798 S,tfi 

17th  year,  1894 3,920 108,070 4J8SS 
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APPENDIX  NO.    10. 

PERIODICALS  AND  8BBLAL8  NEEDED  TO  COMPLETE  SETS. 

Albany  Law  Journal,  v.  1-14,  89.     [1870-76,  1889]. 

All  the  Year  Round,  v.  88-69.    [1874-91]. 

American  Agriculturist,  ▼.  7,  9-18.    [1848, 1850-59]. 

American  Almanac  [Spofford's],  y.  7.     [1884]. 

American  Architect,  v.  1,  17.     [1877,  1885]. 

American  Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science.    Proceedings,  1850, 

1851,  1852,  1878,  1885-90. 
American  Bibliopolist,  y.  8.     [1876]. 

American  Church  Review,  v.  48-44,  46,  48-68.     [1884,  1885, 1886-91]. 
American  Florist,  v.  1.     [1885-86]. 

American  Gas-Light  Journal,  v.  1-25,  31-58.     [1864-77,  1879-90]. 
American  Institute  of  Architects.    Proceedings.    [1870-84]. 
American  Journal  of  Archaeology,  v.  1-7.     [1886-92.] 
American  Journal  of  Insanity,  v,  1-12.     [1850-56]. 
American  Journal  of  Numismatics,  v.  1-4,  7,  9,  18,  16-26.     [1865-70,   1872-73, 

1875-76,  1878-79,  1881-92]. 
American  Journal  of  Science,  v.  109-110,  117-19.     [1875,  1879-80]. 
American  Machinist,  v.  1-2,  10.     [1877-78,  1887]. 
American  Monthly  Microscopical  Journal,  v.  1-8,  12.     [1880-87,  1891]. 
American  Naturalist,  v.  6,  7,  10.     [1872-73, 1876]. 
American  Notes  and  Queries,  v.  1-2,  6.     [1888-89,  1890-91]. 
American  Philatelist,  v.  1-5.     [1887-91]. 
American  Publisher's  Circular,  v.  1-2,  4-7.    [1855-56,  1858-61]. 
American  Review,  v.  2.    [1845]. 
American  Whig  Review,  v.  15.     [1852]. 
Analectic  Magajsine,  v.  11*16.     [1818-20]. 
Annual  Register,  v.  52-184.     [1810-91]. 
Arena,  v.  1-4.     [1889-91]. 
Art  Amateur,  v.  1-12.     [1872-84]. 
Art  Interchange,  v.  1-27.     [1878-91]. 
Artizan,  v.  1-3.     [1867-69]. 

Athenaeum  [English],  v.  2-100,  102-16.     [1828-77,  1879-90]. 
Atheneum  [American],  v.  2-13.     [1818-23]. 
Auk,  V.  1-16.     [1876-91]. 

Bankers'  Magazine  [London],  v.  87,  51-52.     [1877,  1891]. 
Baptist  Missionary  Magazine,  v.  5-6,  8-19,  21-25,  27-80, 88-85, 38-50, 69-70.      1825- 

26,  1828-89,  1841-45,  1847-50,  1853-55,  1858-70,  1889-90]. 
Baptist  Quarterly  Review,  v.  10-11.    [1876-77]. 
Bibliotheca  Sacra,  t.  88-48.    [1881-91]. 
Bookmart,  v.  1-5.    [1883-88]. 
Boston  Journal  of  Chemistry,  v.  1-4.    [1867-70]. 
Boston  Review,  v.  5-6.     [1865-66]. 
Bradstreet's,  v.  1-8.    [1880-84]. 
British  Quarterly  Review,  y.  1-52.     [1844-70]. 
Brownson's  Quarterly  Review,  y.  1.     [1844]. 
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Brown  Ma^zine,  y.  1-3.    [1889-02]. 

Brunonian,  v.  12-13,  23.     [1879-80, 1889-90]. 

Builder,  v.  1-18,  30,  33-62.     [1843-60,  1871,  1876-90]. 
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Report  of  the  consulting  architect^  Profesior  William  E.  Ware^  of  Colutnhia 
College^  on  the  designs  submitted  for  the  new  building. 

I  have  carefully  examined  the  designs  sent  in  for  the  proposed  Public 
Library  building  at  Providence.  The  requirements  having  been  very  explic- 
itly stated  and  a  certain  arrangement  of  rooms  having  been  suggested  which, 
under  these  requirements,  admitted  of  but  little  variation,  the  ground  plans 
naturally  resemble  each  other  in  all  important  particulars. 

Reasons  for  choice  between  them  are  to  be  found  only  in  minor  matters  of 
detail.  In  a  building  of  this  sort,  however,  the  beauty  and  dignity  of  the 
structure,  in  its  character  of  a  public  monument,  which  is  creditable  or  dis- 
creditable to  the  city,  according  as  it  evinces  a  high  or  low  standard  of  good 
taste  and  artistic  culture,  is  a  matter  of  the  first  importance. 

It  is  a  favorable  circumstance,  and  one  upon  which  the  city  and  the  commit- 
tee are  to  be  congratulated,  that  the  care  and  pains  spent  in  answering  almost 
all  practical  questions  before  the  competition  of  designs  was  invited,  makes  it 
practicable  in  choosing  among  them  to  consider  their  artistic  merits  almost 
excl  usively.  This  issue  is  not  confused  or  the  result  imperilled  by  the  con- 
flicting claims  of  other  interests. 

Of  the  nine  sets  of  drawings  submitted,  four  show  a  flat  roof,  five  a  roof 
sloping  upon  all  sides.  In  point  of  architectural  style,  all  are  classic,  more  or 
less  freely  treated.  In  all  there  is  a  marked  difference  of  treatment  between 
the  main  building  and  the  book-stack,  and  in  most  of  them  the  book-stack  is 
shown  without  decorative  architectural  embellishment. 

Among  designs  so  closely  alike  in  treatment,  many  of  which  are  also  of  a 
very  nearly  equal  merit,  it  is  not  easy  to  make  a  perfectly  satisfactory  choice. 
On  the  whole,  however,  I  find  the  five  marked  Liber,  Vol.  III.,  Concours, 
Eagle,  and  Sphinx,  to  be  clearly  preferable  to  the  other  four,  and  of  these  the 
first,  named  Liber,  seems  to  me,  in  spite  of  a  number  of  obvious  defects  and 
shortcomings,  to  promise  a  better  result  than  any  of  the  others.  This  is  mainly 
because  it  promises  to  make  a  better  looking  building,  outside  and  in,  and 
one  more  appropriate  in  its  character  and  expression  to  the  uses  to  which  it  is 
devoted,  and  better  calculated  to  bear  witness  to  the  good  judgment  and  culti- 
vated taste  of  the  city  than  any  of  the  others. 

Within,  the  staircase  and  the  halls,  both  above  and  below,  are  handsomely 
and  conveniently  disposed,  and  on  the  outside  the  proportion  of  parts,  and  the 
ordering  of  the  windows,  arches,  and  pilasters,  is  elegant  and  admirable.  It 
could,  as  is  stated  in  the  memorandum  accompanying  it,  be  built  either  in  a 
light  brick  and  terra  cotta  or  in  a  light  colored  stone,  with  equal  propriety. 

While,  however,  in  its  main  features  the  superiority  of  this  design  seems  to 
me  indisputable,  and  its  merit  so  great  as  to  ensure,  with  such  further  study 
as  it  would  necessarily  receive,  an  eminently  satisfactory  result,  there  are 
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some  small  matters  ^hich  require  reconsideration,  and  which  it  may  be  well 
here  to  point  out. 

The  author  of  this  design  finds  himself,  in  order  to  get  a  proper  fall  to  the 
drains,  obliged  to  set  the  main  floor  of  the  building  a  couple  of  steps  higher 
up  than  was  contemplated  in  the  committee's  instructions.  These  two  extra 
steps  appear  on  the  plan  between  the  outer  vestibule  and  the  main  ball.  This 
is  no  proper  place  for  them,  and  it  would  be  better  to  carry  the  steps  beyond 
the  building  line  and  let  them  encroach  upon  the  sidewalk.  If  tliis  were  not 
permitted,  it  would  probably  be  better  to  change  the  form  of  the  front  steps 
altogether,  adopting  the  scheme  of  a  double  flight,  as  shown  in  the  design 
marked  Anchor.  In  this  case,  however,  it  would  be  well  to  extend  the  base- 
ment out  to  the'sidewalk  and  to  put  in  a  window  to  light  it  under  the  landing 
of  the  porch.  This  would  necessitate  a  modification  of  the  main  entrance, 
which,  with  the  window  above  it,  is  less  satisfactory  than  the  other  parts  of 
the  design,  and  could  easily  be  improved  by  recasting  into  another  form.  It 
may  be  said,  too,  that  nothing  is  gained  by  partly  filling  up  the  window 
spaces  on  either  side.  There  is  no  reason  why  all  the  windows  on  the  main 
story  should  not  be  treated  alike.  Neither  does  there  seem  to  be  any  real 
occasion,  on  the  Washington  street  side,  for  the  four  narrow  windows  sliown 
between  the  large  ones. 

The  disposition  of  the  revetment  walls  and  sloping  banks,  suggested  in  this 
design,  seems  an  admirable  one. 

It  does  not  seem  worth  while  to  comment  in  detail  upon  the  other  four 
designs  which  are  recommended  for  premiums,  still  less  upon  the  remaining 
four,  except  to  call  attention  to  a  few  points  of  excellence  which  it  may  be 
well  to  incorporate,  perhaps,  into  the  plan  finally  selected. 

The  design  marked  a  Book  within  a  wreath,  for  instance,  shows  the  boiler 
house  line  occupying  the  entire  rear  of  the  lot,  thus  leaving  the  inner  side  of 
the  bookstack  quite  open  to  the  western  light.  In  this  design  also,  the  fresh  air 
is  taken  from  the  east  side  of  the  building  instead  of  being  drawn  all  the  way 
from  the  boiler  house. 

In  the  design  marked  Vol.  III.  a  large  manhole  in  the  sidewalk  is  shown  oo 
the  front  of  the  building,  which  might  be  a  convenient  way  of  introducing 
packages  to  the  packing  room.  An  elevator  would  be  still  more  convenient 
A  summer  reading  room  is  also  suggested,  to  occupy  part  of  the  space  to  be 
ultimately  devoted  to  the  second  bookstack. 

The  design  marked  Anchor,  besides  showing  the  front  steps  already  spoken 
of,  has  an  ingenious  disposition  of  the  record  room  and  the  passage  to  the 
trustees'  room,  which  also  it  may  be  well  to  adopt. 

A  skylight  over  the  patent  room,  as  suggested  by  Minerva,  seems  an  excel- 
lent feature. 

New  York,  Nov.  21, 1894.  WILLIAM  R.  WARS. 
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APPENDIX  NO.  13. 

Rules  and  regulations  for  readers.^ 

1 

DATS  AND  HOURS. 

The  library  is  open  every  day  in  the  year.  The  hours  on  ordinary  days  sre 
from  10  A.  M .  to  9  p.  m . ;  and  on  Sundays  and  legal  holidays  from  2  to  9  p.  sl, 
(for  librai*y  use  only). 

2 

USE  OF  THE  BOOKS,  PERIODICALS,  ETC.,  AT  THE  LIBRARY. 

Any  person,  whether  a  resident  of  Providence  or  not,  may  use  the  books, 
periodicals,  etc.,  within  the  building,  by  applying  for  them  on  the  printed 
slip,  promising  to  return  them  before  leaving  the  room. 


Any  number  of  books  may  be  issued,  at  any  time,  to  any  reader,  on  a 
"  Reading-room  slip; "  but  only  one  current  periodical  may  be  taken  at  a  time. 
Conversation,  and  any  other  practices  annoying  to  readers,  are  necessarily 
prohibited  in  the  Reading-room. 


ISSUE  OF  BOOKS  FOR  HOME  USE. 

Any  resident  of  Providence  on  signing  the  registration  slip  provided  for  that 
purpose,  is  entitled  to  the  borrower's  card,  for  drawing  .books  for  home  use. 
Habitual  occupation  of  a  residence  in  Providence  for  at  least  four  months  of 
the  year  shall  be  held  to  constitute  one  *'  a  resident  of  Providence." 


Any  resident  of  the  Olneyville  section  of  the  town  of  Johnston,  as  desig- 
nated on  the  map  supplied  by  the  Johnston  School  Committee,  on  complying 
with  the  above  conditions,  may  obtain  a  borrower's  card  for  home  use,  if 
recommended  by  the  librarian  of  the  Olneyville  Free  Library. 

6 

A  teacher,  pupil,  student,  or  person  otherwise  connected  with  any  school, 
college  or  other  educational  institution  in  Providence,  whether  a  resident  of 
Providence  or  not,  may  obtain  a  borrower's  card  for  home  use. 


1  As  inquiry  is  often  made  for  the  library's  rules  and  regulations,  they  are  here  reprinted 
in  convenient  shape  for  reference. 
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The  borrower's  card  (excepting  in  the  case  of  non-residents*  cards,  which 
must  be  re-issued  annually)  is  issued  for  three  years  only,  at  the  end  of  which 
time  it  can  be  renewed  by  re-registration.  If,  however,  the  conditions  above 
indicated  are  no  longer  in  force,  the  card  is  to  be  surrendered  as  soon  as  the 
change  takes  place. 

8 

A  card  in  use  cannot  be  duplicated.  If  it  has  room  for  no  more  numbers  or 
dates,  a  new  one  will  be  issued  in  its  place,  on  its  being  presented  at  the 
library.  In  case  of  a  change  of  residence,  or  of  a  change  of  street  number  in 
the  case  of  the  same  residence,  the  old  card  must  be  brought  to  the  library  to 
be  replaced  with  a  new  one. 

9 

In  case  of  losing  the  card,  immediate  notice  of  the  loss  should  be  given,  as 
it  cannot  be  replaced  for  fifteen  days. 

10 

A  book  must  be  returned  on  the  same  card  on  which  it  was  issued.  When 
two  or  more  members  of  the  same  family  use  the  library,  there  is  danger  of 
exchanging  the  cards  and  books,  aud  causing  confusion. 

11 

A  book  may  be  renewed  by  the  card  alone,  without  the  book;  but  in  that 
case  the  attendant  must  be  informed  which  of  the  numbers  on  the  card  is  the 
one  to  be  renewed. 

12 

In  order  to  take  a  book  for  home  use,  the  reader  must  bring  the  borrower's 
card  with  him,  as  it  can  be  charged  to  him  in  this  way  only.  The  book  may 
be  kept  fourteen  days  (including  Sundays  and  holidays),  unless  otherwise 
specified. 

13 

Books  may  be  renewed  once  within  the  fourteen  days.  There  may,  how- 
ever, be  special  reasons  for  non-renewing  (as  in  the  case  of  new  books  in 
special  demand,  books  used  by  the  staff,  etc.) 

14 
Books  overdue  incur  a  fine  of  two  cents  per  day,  and  costs  of  recovery. 

16 

Except  on  the  special  **  school  cards,"  no  one  may  have  more  than  one  book 
out  at  a  time,  on  one  card,  unless  the  work  is  in  more  than  one  volume,  in 
which  case  two  volumes  may  be  taken  at  one  time. 

16 

Books  lost  or  damaged  must  be  paid  for  by  the  holder  of  the  card  on  which 
they  were  issued. 


52  PROVTDENCR    PUBTJC    LIBRARY. 

APPENDIX   NO.    \S,^concluded. 

17 

When  a  book  is  returned,  the  card  on  which  it  was  issued  must  alwaya  be 
presented  with  it.  In  order  to  renew  books  by  mail,  the  card  must  be  sent  to 
the  library,  specifying  the  book  number  as  indicated  above,  under  rule  11. 

18 

Books  must  be  returned  in  as  good  condition  as  when  issued.  Any  deface- 
ment, mutilation,  or  misuse  of  books  is  severely  punishable  by  State  statate, 
as  follows : 

Chap.  242.  Skc.  45.^  Every  person  who  wilfully  and  maliciously  or  wan- 
tonly and  without  cause,  writes  upon,  injures,  defaces,  tears,  or  destroys  any 
book,  pamphlet,  plate,  picture,  engraving,  or  statue,  or  other  property  belong- 
ing to  any  law,  town,  city,  or  other  free  public  library,  or  suffers  any  such 
injury  to  be  inflicted  while  said  property  is  in  his  custody,  shall  be  fined  not 
less  than  one  dollar  nor  more  than  ten  dollars,  the  same  to  be  for  the  use  of 
the  library. 

Chap.  242.  Sec.  46.  Every  person  who  shall  take  or  borrow  fi*om  any  law, 
town,  city,  or  other  free  or  public  library,  any  book,  pamphlet,  paper,  or  other 
property  of  said  library,  and  who,  upon  neglect  to  return  the  same  within  the 
time  required  and  specified  in  the  by-laws,  rules,  or  regulations  of  the  library 
owning  the  property,  has  been  notified  by  the  librarian  or  other  proper  custo- 
dian of  the  property  that  the  same  is  overdue,  shall,  upon  further  neglect  to 
return  the  same  within  two  weeks  from  the  date  of  such  notice,  be  considered 
to  have  unlaxoj'nlly  converted  the  ])ropcrty  of  the  library  to  his  own  use.  A 
written  or  printed  notice,  given  personally  or  sent  by  mail  to  the  last  known 
or  registered  place  of  residence,  shall  be  considered  a  sufficient  notice. 


K\tr:ut  troni  tl)t>  I'lihlit!  StatutcHor  Khodc  Ihlund. 
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LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT. 


To  THE  Board  of  Trustees  ; 

■ 

Gentlemen:  —  I  have  the  honor  to  preseut  herewith  my  eighteenth 
anuuul  report,  covering  the  operations  of  the  year  1895. 

GENERAL   STATEMENT. ^ 

The  number  of  volumes  in  the  library  one  year  ago  was  71,613.' 
During  the  past  year  the  total  accessions  have  been  4,251, ^  comprinng 
(1)  2,990  volumes  obtained  by  purchase  ;**  (2)  297  entered  as  transfers,^ 
exchanges,^  etc.  ;  and  (3)-  964  gifts  from  various  sources,  (enumerated  iu 
Appendix  No.  12)  ;  making,  therefore,  after  deducting  the  305  volumes^ 
withdrawn  duriHg  the  year,  a  present  total  of  75,559.® 

THE   year's    growth.** 

The  year's  accessions,  (4,251),  show  a  slight  increase  over  the  preceding 
year,  in  each  of  the  three  divisions^  of  purchases,  transfers,  etc.,  and 
gifts  ;  as  well  as  in  the  total  of  all  three.  Not  only  is  the  department  of 
history  at  the  head  of  the  list  of  accessions^®  of  1895,  more  than  450  vol- 
umes having  been  added  therein,  but  this  department  now  stands  very 
near  the  head  of  the  list,  in  the  total  accessions.  It  is  an  interesting  fact, 
as  showing  how  much  more  nearly  than  formerly  the  library  has  been  enabled 
to  keep  pace  with  the  publication  of  works  in  this  class,  that  on  tbe 
issu^  of  the  first  number  of  the  American  Historical  Review,  in  October, 
it  was  found  that  out  of  a  total  of  twenty-six  books  reviewed  in  that  Dum- 
ber, all  but  four  had  already  been  placed  on  the  shelves  of  this  libra^v'^ 

^  See  Appendix  No.  2;  also  No.  3. 
'  See  17th  annual  report,  p.  2. 

*  See  Appendix  Nos.  2;  also  No.  3. 

*  See  Appendix  No.  3;  also  No.  4. 

B  Including  those  first  obtained  as  pamphlets,  and  since  bound. 

**  For  those  received  by  exchange,  see  Appendix  No.  12,  Division  C. 

7  See  Appendix  No.  4. 

«  See  Appendix  No.  2;  also  Nos.  3,  4,  5. 

«•  See  Appendix  No.  4.    Also  17th  annual  report,  p.  24. 

1'*  See  Appendix  No.  5. 

'»  See  the  Alonthly  Bulletin,  Nov.,  1895,  v.  1,  p.  189. 
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and  two  otliers  have  since  been  added.  The  purchase  of  music  has  been 
continued  during  the  present  jear^  a  very  considerable  addition  having 
been  made,  of  violin  scores  ;  and  the  programmes  of  the  Boston  Symphony 
Orchestra,  and  others,  have  been  watched^  with  a  view  to  filling  Important 
gaps  in  the  collection,  when  practicable.  During  the  year  also  a  cata- 
logue^ of  the  music  library,  comprising  fifteen  pages,  has  been  printed  and 
and  distributed  to  readers. 

THE    year's   USe3. 

In  every  way  the  past  year  represents  a  greater  use  of  the  library's 
resources,  and  a  greater  strain  upon  all  its  equipment,  than  in  any  previous 
year.  The  total  recorded  home  use  is  115,743^,  (or  more  than  40,000 
larger  than  seven  years  ago^),and  the  total  recorded  library  use  is  33,373, 
making  an  aggregate  of  nearly  150,000,  —  (with  exactness,  149,116).* 
It  needs,  however,  to  be  remembered,  as  stated  in  previous  reports,  that 
this  ^^  recorded"  use  does  not  and  cannot  include  ^^  the  enormous  number 
used  at  the  Information  Desk,  nor  the  steadily  increasing  use  of  the  several 
thousand  works  of  reference,  and  other  works  which,  being  on  open  shelves, 
cannot  be  registered."  With  the  increasing  preponderance  of  Information 
Desk  use,  the  *'  recorded"  use  of  books  for  reference  may  be  expected  to 
decrease  rather  than  increase.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  the  open  book- 
case for  new  books  has  been  highly  appreciated  by  our  readers,  who  have 
thereby  been  enabled  to  select  books  with  far  more  intelligent  satisfaction 
than  would  have  been  possible  otherwise.^  An  extension  of  this  principle 
to  the  books  intended  for  the  children  was  made  late  in  the  year,  by  pla- 
cing in  the  general  Reading  Room,  not  far  from  the  Information  Desk,  a 
revolving  book-case  capable  of  holding  about  sixty  volumes  at  one  time. 
In  this  we  have  placed  a  selection  of  books  for  children,  and  other 
books  as  well,  and  the  opportunity  for  examining  and  ^^ tasting"  these 
books  has  been  very  emphatically  appreciated.     The  books  are  changed, 

*  No  of  scores  purchased  in  1805,  60.    See  Appendix  No.  5.    Tlie  total  number  used  during  tlie 
year  is  053.    See  Appendix  No.  7. 

sThis  "  Catalogue  "  comprises  p.  4<MM)  of  the  April  (1805)  number  of  the  Monthly  Bulletin, 
Copies  can  still  be  had  by  any  reader. 
9  See  Appendix  No.  7;  and  No.  8. 

*  See  Appendix  No.  7. 

«  See  11th  annual  report,  p.  16,  17,  (72,191  in  1888). 

«  Current  periodicals,  placed  in  binders,  and  circulated  as  '*  books,"  will  add  2,012  to  the  above, 
making  the  total  U1.128. 

7  It  is  instructive  to  obsenre  with  how  great  intelligence  the  books  are  chosen  by  readers,  and 
how  almost  invariably  the  really  best  books  go  out  into  the  hands  ol  borrowers.  This  has  been 
noUced  repeatedly  when  it  has  been  necessary  to  refer  again  to  a  book,  for  some  detail  of 
eataloflrninir. 
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from  time  to  time,  and  the  whole  is  under  the  very  intelligeDt  care  and 
control  of  the  clerk  at  the  Information  Desk,  to  whom  the  children  resort 
for  suggestions  and  advice.  In  no  previous  year  has  the  interest  in  an 
intelligent  use  of  the  library  been  greater,  on  the  part  of  teachers'  aud 
pupils ;  and  the  )iew  privileges  and  regulations^  have  been  abundaotlj 
appreciated.  In  the  report  of  one  year  ago  it  was  for  the  first  time  possi- 
ble to  make  the  statement  that  ^^  the  library  is  open  every  day  in  the 
year^  "  ;  and  during  the  year  just  closed  few  portions  of  the  time  have  more 
intelligently  utilized  by  readers  than  the  Sundays^  and  holidays^.  There 
has  seldom  been  so  large  a  use  of  the  Reading  Room  as  in  the  months  of 
February  and  March  of  the  past  year ;  and  not  only  on  the  holid«y, 
(February  22),  but  on  other  days,  when  the  supply  of  chairs  in  the  Read- 
ing Room  has  proved  altogether  inadequate,  the  interesting  spectacle  has 
been  witnessed,  of  the  younger  readers  giving  up  their  seats  at  the  tables 
to  the  older  people,  and  seating  themselves  along  the  continuous  window- 
seat  on  the  Snow  Street  front.  In  this  way  considerably  more  than  one 
hundred  readers  are  accommodated  at  once.  It  will,  beyond  question,  be 
a  great  boon  to  the  readers  when  it  shall  be  possible,  —  as  in  the  new 
building, —  so  to  file  the  current  numbers  of  the  periodicals  as  to  enable 
readers  to  help  themselves,  without  the  necessity  for  an  application  to  an 
attendant^.  Within  three  years  the  total  number  of  periodicals,  serials, 
and  annuals  regularly  received  has  increased  from  348  to  483'^ ;  and  the 
number  used  by  readers  has  increased  from  38,902  to  71,398,  • —  about  90 
per  cent®.  The  total  number  of  volumes  issued  for  home  use,  in  the  his- 
torical classes,  (history,  biography,  and  geography),  is  17,894^.  The 
relation  of  this  library  to  the  Olney  ville  Free  Library  and  other  institutions 

1  The  number  of  teachers  availing  themselves  of  the  special  teachers'  rei^stratlon  Is  407. 

>  These  are  reprinted  in  the  Monthly  Bulletin,  Oct.,  1896,  v.  !,  p.  184.  See  alto  the  Monihif 
Bulletin,  of  May  and  June,  1896,  (v.  1,  p.  81-86, 95-08),  for  the  special  lists  of  reading  forpapil*. 
A  most  interesting  instance  of  woric  with  school  children  in  this  field  is  described  in  the  l>ecem- 
ber  number,  p.  207-9. 

3  17th  annual  report,  p.  6. 

«  The  total  Sunday  use  is  9,083.    See  p.  23  of  this  report. 

B  The  complete  list  of  the  legal  holidays  for  the  current  year  comprises  the  following:  Feb. 
22;  April  1  (State  election) ;  May  1  (Arbor  Day) ;  May  30;  July  4;  Sept.  7  (Labor  Day) ;  Not. 3 
(National  election) ;  Nov.  26  (Thanksgiving  Day) ;  and  Dec.  25.  No  books  for  home  ase  srr 
issued  or  returned  on  Sundays  or  holidays,  but  any  book  or  periodical  may  be  read  or  vihI 
within  the  building. 

«  A  similar  principle,  in  use  in  the  Boston  Public  Library,  will  be  appUed  to  filing  the  nambm 
of  the  current  volume  of  periodicals  other  than  the  latest* 

7  See  Appendix  No.  1,  p.  10-19;  also  15th  annual  report,  p.  31.  A  co5peratlTc  Index  of  periodi- 
cals taken  in  Providence  has  recently  been  printed.    (Monthly  Bulletin,  Feb.,  189A,  ▼.  S,  p.  4d^> 

'  See  Appendix  No.  7;  also  15th  annual  report,  p.  29. 

*  See  Appendix  No.  7.  In  Appendix  No.  10  the  system  of  classification  which  has  been  la  a« 
in  this  library,  from  the  beginning,  is  reprinted. 
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of  Aomewhat  analogous  aim,  has  always  been  an  interesting  one,  and  is 
likelj  to  become  even  more  so.  Indeed,  more  attention  than  ever  has 
been  paid,  during  the  past  year,  to  cooperating,  whenever  possible,  with 
the  various  guilds  and  parish  houses,  the  Union  for  Christian  Work,  with 
its  admirable  work  among  street  boys,  and  the  numerous  ^^  boys'  clubs" 
and  "girls*  clubs"  throughout  the  city.  Few  local  libraries  are  so 
favorably  situated  for  undertaking  what  may  be  called  "  the  philanthropic 
side  of  library  work  "  ^  as  the  Olneyville  Free  Library,*  and  its  opportu- 
nities in  this  respect  have  been  most  admirably  improved.  It  has,  there- 
fore, been  an  occasion  for  exceptional  pleasure  to  aid  it  in  every  way,  by 
the  loan  of  books,  by  the  preparation  of  lists,  and  the  communication  of 
any  useful  impulse. 

THE    library's    READERS^. 

Large  as  has  been  the  registration  of  new  readers  in  the  past  three 
years,^  —  over  14,000,  —  it  is  a  matter  of  some  interest  to  observe  to  how 
great  an  extent  this  is  still  an  institution  which  a  reader  discovers,  with 
pleasant  surprise,  for  the  first  time.  There  will  be  no  occasion  for  flattering 
ourselves  that  the  existence  and  resources  of  the  library  are  known  to  all 
the  community,  certainly,  so  long  as  it  shall  continue  to  remain  in  its 
present  quarters.  One  of  the  signal  advantages,  indeed,  of  a  distinctive 
library  building  is  that  it  shall  constitute  a  perpetual  proclamation  of  its 
purpose  to  the  public,  and  a  perpetual  invitation  to  the  reader  to  avail 
himself  of  it^. 

THE    LIBRARY    BUILDING    AND    THE    LIBRARY    SEAL. 

The  year  1895  has  witnessed,  as  has  already  been  stated,  the  close  of 
the  architectural  competition,  the  details  of  which  were  arranged  by 
Professor  William  R.  Ware^.  The  decision  of  the  committee  was,  to  pay 
the  stipulated  sum  of  9300.00  to  each  of  the  five  architects  whose  plans 

1  See  the  Monthly  Balletin,  Nov.,  1899,  ▼.!.  p.  187. 

*  An  extract  from  the  annual  report  of  the  OIneyrille  Free  Library  is  printed  in  the  Monthly 
Balletin,  ▼.  1,  p.  188. 

*  See  Appendix  No.  8. 

*  See  Appendix  No.  9. 

*  A  very  effective  afency  in  this  direction,— that  of  acquainting  the  public  with  the  resources  of 
its  library,— has  been  supplied  during  the  past  year  by  the  Monthly  Bulletin.  Its  VZ  numbers 
oompri«e  a  total  of  S28  pages,  and  include,  besides  the  *'  monthly  record  of  additions,"  reference 
lists,  notes  and  extracts  on  matters  of  spedflc  interest,  etc.  The  reference  lists  represent  nearly 
every  separate  point  of  view  on  the  part  of  the  readers,  including  one  prepared  in  connection 
with  a  University  Extension  course  of  study,  in  the  November  number,  (p.  191*98). 

*  See  17tb  annual  report,  p.  3-3. 
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had  been  recommended  by  Professor  Ware,  but  to  accept  no  one  of  the 
plans  in  the  shape  in  which  it  then  was.  Although  the  committee  felt 
obliged  to  reach  this  conclusion,  it  was  emphatically  recognized  that  the 
competing  architects  deserved  great  credit  for  the  clearness  with  which 
they  had  grasped  the  principles  involved,  and  the  skill  with  which  they 
worked  out  the  problems  to  which  the  principles  gave  rise.  It  was  acconl- 
ingly  an  occasion  for  much  gratification  that  three  of  the  five  sets  of  plHiis 
were  exhibited  at  the  Providence  Art  Club^  near  the  end  of  January, 
where  they  were  very  much  admired.  It  was  more  than  once  remaiked 
during  the  exhibition,  that  if  the  library  design  finally  adopted  shall  Burp:i<s 
what  was  there  shown,  the  standard  will  have  been  set  very  high  ;  and  tliis 
is  indeed  the  case.  At  that  time  the  library's  purchases  of  land  included 
only  two  of  the  dve  lots  now  owned.  In  March,  however,  the  remainder 
of  the  land  was  secured,  making  a  quadrilateral  —  though  not  equilHteral 
—  figure,  bounded  on  three  sides  by  Washington,  Greene  and  Fountain 
Streets,  and  on  the  fourth  side  by  a  line  parallel  with  Greene  Street,  and 
about  190  feet  from  it.  The  total  area  is  36,490.19  square  feet.  A»tk 
result,  the  restudying  of  the  library  plan  was  rendered  necessary,  and  this 
has  since  been  carried  on,  with  promising  results^. 

It  is  also  a  matter  for  congratulation  that,  after  what  has  certainly 
been  a  sufficiently  long  period  for  deliberation,  a  seal  has  been  adopted  lor 
the  library,  and  is  used  for  the  first  time  on  the  title-page  of  this  year's 
report.  Such  a  symbol  of  authority  as  this  has  two  aspects, — artistic  and 
historical.  So  far  as  the  former  is  concerned,  the  following  techuicul 
description  of  the  design,  which  has  been  kindly  supplied  by  Mr.  Updike, 
is  of  interest. 

*^  The  seal  for  the  library  consists  of  an  Italian  shield,  bearing  upon  it  a 
representation  of  a  lighted  candle  in  a  candlestick.  Acrosft  th*)  face  of  the 
shield  are  the  words,  —  Providence  Public  Library;  and  at  the  base  of  the 
candlestick  the  date.  —  1S74.  This  shield  is  superimposed  upon  a  scroll,  and 
this  circular  scroll  forms  the  outer  rim  of  the  seal.  Between  the  scroll  and 
the  shield  are  conventional  sprays  of  flowers,  treated  somewhat  in  the  classic 
manner.  The  scroll  itself  .bears  the  word,  —  Enlightenment,  a  motto  chosen 
for  it  by  the  library  committee. 

The  design  was  supplied,  at  the  request  of  the  library,  by  Mr.  Berkeley 
Updike,  Boston,  and  made  by  Bertram  G.  Goodhue,  of  the  same  city." 


1  See  the  Monthly  Bulletin,  March,  181)5,  v.  1,  p.  30.  These  same  three  sets  of  plans  were  rab> 
sequently  reproduced  in  the  American  Architect  of  May  25,  1895,  (International  and  InperisI 
editions  only). 

-See  Appendix  No.  11. 
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Viewing  it  from  the  historical  aspect,  the  following  very  lucid  memo- 
randum, by  Judge  Stiness,  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  explains  the  selec- 
tion of  1874  as  the  date  employed,  it  being  the  ^^  date  of  organization." 

'*A  charter  was  obtained  in  1871,  to  incorporate  a  Free  Library,  Art  Gallery 
and  Museum  in  Providence,  under  a  plan  of  pooling  the  collections  of 
several  societies,  as  a  nucleus.  It  allowed  an  organization  when  their  sub- 
scriptions, of  ten  tho.usand  dollars  each,  had  been  received.  The  hope  was  to 
get  the  city  building  in  Market  Square,  when  the  City  Hall  should  be  built,  or 
else  the  lot  where  the  Court  House  now  stands;  and  so  the  scheme  awaited  the 
course  of  municipal  events. 

After  the  subscriptions  of  Mr.  Joseph  A.  Barker,  Mr.  Alex.  Duncan  and  Mrs. 
Anna  Richmond  had  been  made,  it  was  thought  best  to  drop  the  Institute  plan 
and  to  have  a  library  only.  Accordingly  these  persons  organized  under  the 
charter  in  November,  1874,  and  procured  an  amendment  or  revision  of  the 
charter  in  1875.  The  question  arises,  therefore,  which  date  should  be  put 
upon  the  seal. 

A  charter  is  simply  a  warrant  for  corporate  existence.  The  corporation 
begins  when  it  organizes.  Hence  1871  should  not  be  the  date,  though  there 
may  seem  to  be  a  discrepancy  between  the  dates  of  1874  or  1875  on  the  seal  and 
1871  on  the  charter^.  The  charter  was  not  to  be  operative  until  certain  sub- 
scriptions should  be  secured.  It  did  not  start  the  library  and  so  should  not 
be  the  date  upon  its  seal.  If  a  charter  date  were  to  be  taken,  that  of  1875 
may  be  claimed  to  be  appropriate  because  the  library,  in  its  present  form, 
began  then.  But  in  1875  the  corporation,  with  money  paid  in,  was  already 
organized  under  the  former  charter.  This  disposes  of  that  date.  The  selec- 
tion of  1874  necessarily  follows. 

There  is  a  striking  analogy  between  the  incorporation  of  our  colony  and  this 
library. 

The  first  charter  of  the  colony  was  given  in  1644,  but  the  colony  did  not 
organize  under  it  until  1647.  In  1663  a  new  charter  was  obtained  from  the 
King.  The  town  governments  continued  until  1647,  and  then  the  colonial 
government  began.  Clearly,  that  would  be  the  proper  corporate  date  of  the 
colony,  and,  equally  so,  1874  is  the  proper  corporate  date  of  the  library." 

% 

THE   PRACTICAL    DIFFICULTIES   OF  THE   PRESENT   LOCATION. 

There  is  no  better  characterization,  perhaps,  of  the  increasing  disadvan- 
tages under  which  the  work  of  the  library  is  now  done,  and  will  be,  for 
the  short  remaining  period  of  our  occupancy  of  the  Snow  Street  quarters, 
than  the  following,  reprinted  from  the  fourteenth  annual  report : 

^^  In  the  present  quarters  the  problem  of  satisfactorily  controlling  ventila- 
tion and  heating  is  apparently  insoluble.  The  room  in  which  the  books  are 
stored  is  only  partially  and  inadequately  supplied  with  light  by  day,  and  its 
supply  of  artificial  light  has,  until  recently,  been  of  the  most  insecure  and 

1  A  still  further  degree  of  complexity  is  supplied  by  the  fact  that  the  library  was  not  opened  to 
the  public  antU  1878,  four  years  after  the  date  of  organization.  The  sequence  of  its  annual  re- 
ports, (this  being  the  eighteenth  in  1896),  dates  from  1878. 
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injurious  nature.  Few  libraries,  it  is  probable,  have  experienced  in  so  annoy- 
ing a  degree  the  inconvenience  of  putting  one  and  the  same  room  to  widely 
different  uses.  Thus,  the  reader  who  would  avail  himself  of  the  library's 
excellent  collection  of  reference-books,  is  obliged  to  do  so  in  a  room  at  no  time 
free  from  the  distracting  noises  necessarily  connected  with  the  circulatinj; 
department.  The  teacher  who  comes  with  his  class  to  spend  an  hour  in  the 
study  of  the  literature  of  some  subject,  is  obliged  to  make  the  best  of  an 
unsuitable  room,  and  to  run  the  risk  of  disturbing  other  readers.  The  UdI- 
versity  Extension  classes,  who  need  to  make  use  of  some  separate  room  in 
whroh  to  follow  out  to  the  best  advantage  the  suggestions  of  their  courses, 
are  provided  for  in  ways  which  are  alike  inconvenient  and  inadequate.  The 
reader  who  is  making  researches  in  connection  with  industrial  or  art  processes 
needs  to  do  so  in  a  room  not  subject  to  interruptions,  and  with  appliances 
specially  fitted  to  such  uses,  but  is  obliged  to  do  without  these.  Most  incon- 
gruous of  all,  the  public  library  of  a  city  of  this  size  and  industrial  importance 
is  found  to  be  uusupplied  with  complete  sets  of  American  and  foreign  patents 
and  patent  specifications;  yet  the  housing  of  the  small  army  of  volumes  wbicli 
this  involves  is  as  much  an  impossibility  in  our  present  quarters,  as  would  be 
the  housing  of  a  steamship.  *  A  place  for  everything '  is  a  principle  of  the 
first  importance  in  library  administration,  if  the  best  results  are  to  be  secured; 
yet  in  these  quarters,  which  were  full  six^  years  ago,  the  acquisition  and 
utilization  of  the  over  twenty-five  thousand^  volumes  which  have  been 
crowded  in  since  then  has  necessitated  the  use  of  one  and  the  same  place  for 
many  things,  and  the  almost  constant  moving  about  of  books  and  pamphlets, 
and  the  removal  of  certain  sets  from  their  place  to  give  room  for  others  at  the 
time  more  urgently  needed'^.  The  wear  and  tear  involved,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
loss  of  stability  and  order,  is  wasteful  in  the  extreme.  And  yet  everything 
already  enumerated  must  perhaps  be  regarded  as  of  secondary  importance,  as 
compared  with  the  supreme  danger  of  destruction  by  fire,  to  which  the  library 
is  here  at  any  time  exposed.  It  must  not  be  forgotten,  moreover,  that,  while 
some  of  the  shortcomings  above  noted  are  such  as  affect,  by  their  inconve- 
nience, those  who  adminster  the  library,  it  is,  in  nearly  every  instance,  the 
public  upon  whom  the  burden  of  inconvenience  comes.*'' 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WILLIAM  E.  FOSTER, 
Feb.  14,  1896.  Librarian. 

1  Now  ten  years  instead  of  six,  and  amounting  to  more  than  lorty  thoasand,  (Jan.  1.  1896). 

3  One  exceedingly  unfortunate  result  of  thus  becoming  so  completely  *'  wound  op,"— so  far  si 
space  for  a  satisfactory  handling  and  disposition  oi  the  accessions  is  concerned,  was  the  nece** 
sity,  recognized  several  years  ago,  of  abandoning  the  full  cataloguing  of  gOTemment,  state  aad 
other  documents  and  pamphlets,  simply  f^om  the  impossibility  of  handling  them,  until  the 
removal  to  the  new  building.  All  other  portions  of  the  library  are  kept  catalogued  to  date; 
and  the  cataloguing  of  the  current  additions  of  these  also  was  at  once  begun*  as  aoon  as  tlie  aev 
building  was  an  assured  fact,  and  will  be  continued  for  the  future.  The  earlier  aceessioaiii 
these  departm'ints  will  be  catalogued  on  occupying  the  new  building. 

'  14th  annual  report,  p.  15-16. 
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tt  44 

ki  it 

(.  .      41 

•  4  .4 

4t  t( 

«4  44 


1  In  this  appendix,  as  In  several  other  Instances,  opportunity  has  been  taken  to  bring  the 
Information  to  a  point  later  than  the  close  of  the  year  18115. 
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APPENDIX   NO.    1. 

LIST    OF    PERIODICALS,     SERIALS,     AND     ANNUALS     REGULARLY     RECEIVED.^ 

[  The  asterisk  *  indicates  a  pabllcation  received  either  by  gift  or  exchange. j 

A.      General  list  of  veriodicah.^ 

Academy,  (weekly).  Architectural  Review,  (8  times  a  year). 

Albany  Law  Journal,*  (weekly).  Architecture  and  Building,*( weekly).* 

Amateur  Sportsman,*  (monthly).  Arena,*  (monthly). 

American  Architect,   **  Imperial    edi-  Around  the  World,  (monthly). 

tion,"  (weekly).  Art  Amateur,  (monthly). 
Same.     **  Inteniational  edition."*  Art  Interchange,  (monthly). 

(weekly). 8  Art  (L')  pour  Tous,  (monthly). 

American  Engineer,  Car  Builder  and  Athenseum,  (weekly). 

Railroad  Journal,  (monthly).  Atlantic  Medical  Weekly,*  (weekly). 

American  Gardening,  (weekly).  Atlantic  Monthly,  (monthly). 

American  Historical  Register,  (month-  Auk,  (quarterly). 

ly).  Baby  Pathfinder,  (monthly). 

American  Historical  Review,  (quarter-  Bank  Notes,*  (bi-monthly). 

ly)«.  Bankers*  Magazine  and  Rhodes^s  Jour- 

American  History  Leaflets,  (bi-month-         nal  of  Banking,    (New    York), 

ly).  (monthly). 

American  Investments,*  (monthly).        Banking  Law  Journal,*  (monthly). 
American  Jewess,*  (monthly).  Biblia,*  (monthly). 

American     Journal    of     Archaeology,  Biblical  World,  (monthly). 

(quarterly).  Blackwood's, (English  edition), (month- 

American    Journal    of    Numismatics,         ly). 

(quarterly).  Book  News,*  (monthly). 

American  Journal  of  Philology,  (quar-  Book  Notes,  (fortnightly). 

terly).  Book  Reviews,*  (monthly). 

American  Journal  of  Science,(monthly).  Book- Leaf,*  (monthly). 
American   Journal    of  Sociology,  (bi-  Bookman,  (monthly). 

monthly).  /  Bookseller,  (monthly). 

American  Lawyer,*  (monthly).  Boston  Israelite,*  (weekly). 

American  Machinist,  (weekly).  Bradstreet's,  (weekly). 

American  Monthly  Microscopical  Jour-  British      Journal     of      Photography, 

nal,  (monthly).  (weekly). 

American  Naturalist,  (monthly).  Brown    Daily    Hei*ald,    (daily,  during 

Animals'  Friend,*  (monthly).  term). 

Appalachia,  (occasional).  Brown  Magazine,  (9  nos.  per  year.) 

Appleton's  Popular  Science  Monthly,  Brunonian,  (30  nos.  per  year). 

(monthly).  Bulletin  Mensuel,*  (monthly). 

Architectural  Record,  (quarterly).  Cabinet  Maker,  (monthly). 


1  Revised  to  April  30.  1896;  total.  483. 

'  See  liHt  B,  following  this,  for  serials,  etc.,  in  a  separate  alphabet. 

*  At  end  of  year. 

♦  Gift. 
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APPENDIX  NO.   X,— continued. 

Canada  Law  Journal,*  (semi-monthly).  Engineering  News,  (weekly). 
Cassier's  Magazine,  (monthly).  Engineering  Kecoixi,  (weekly). 

Catalogue  Mensuel,*  (monthly).  English    Historical     Review,      (quar- 

Catholic     Reading     Circle     Review,*         terly). 

(monthly).  English  Illustrated  Magazine,  (month- 

Catholic  World,  (monthly).  ly). 

Centralblatt     fur    Bibliothekswesen,  English  Mechanic,  (weekly). 

(monthly).  Esp^rance,  (L*)*  (semi-weekly).* 

Century,  (monthly).  Farm  Magazine*  (monthly). 

Charities  Review,  (8  nos.  per  year).        Fibre  and  Fabric,  (weekly). 
Chantauquan,  (monthly).  Folkets  Rost,*  (weekly). 

Christian  Science  Journal,*  (monthly).  Food,*  (monthly). 
Citizen,*  (monthly).  Forest  and  Stream,  (weekly). 

Civil  Service  Chronicle,*  (monthly).       Fortnightly  Review,  (English  edition) 
Club,    Bench,   Bar,  and    Professional  (monthly). 

Life  of  Rhode  Island,*  (occasion-  Forum,  (monthly). 

al).  Frank    Harrison's  Short-hand   Maga- 

Collector,   (Trumble's),    (semi-month-         zine,*  (monthly). 

ly).  Free  Thought  Magazine,*  (monthly). 

Commercial  and  Financial  Chronicle,*  Gaelic  Journal,  (monthly). 

(weekly).^  Garden  and  Forest,  (weekly). 

Contempoiary  Review,   (English  edi-  Good  Government,  (monthly). 

tion),  (monthly).  Green  Bag,*  (monthly). 

Cook's  Excursionist,*  (monthly).  Gymnasium,*  (monthly). 

Cosmopolitan,  (monthly).  Harper's  Bazar,  (weekly). 

Critic,  (weekly).  Harper's  Magazine,  (monthly). 

Critical  Review,  (quarterly).  Harper's  Round  Table,  (weekly). 

Current  Events,*  (monthly).  Harper's  Weekly,  (weekly). 

Current  History,  (quarterly).  Harvard  Graduates'  Magazine,*  (quar- 

Curreut  Literature,  (monthly).  terly). 

Decorator  and  Furnisher,  (monthly).      Illustrated  American,  (weekly). 
Deutsche  Rundschau,  (monthly).  Illustrated  London  News,  (weekly). 

Dial,  (semi-monthly).  Indians'  Friend,  (monthly). 

Donahoe's  Magazine,*  (monthly).  Industries  and  Iron,  (weekly). 

Edinburgh  Review,  (English  edition),  Information,*  (weekly). 

(quarterly).  International  Journal  of  Ethics,  (quar- 

Education,  (monthly),  terly). 

Educational     Review,    (10     nos.     per  Investor,*  (weekly). 

year).  Iron  Age,  (weekly). 

Electrical  Engineering,  (monthly).  Jeweler's  Weekly,*  (weekly). 

Electrical  World,  (weekly).  Jewish  Messenger,  )weekly). 

Engineering,  (weekly).  Journal  of  American  Ethnology  and 

Engineering  Magazine,  (monthly).  Archseology,  (annual). 


>  At  end  of  yrar. 
s  Ct-ntral  Failg. 

•am. 
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APPENDIX  NO.   \,— continued. 

Journal  of  Education,  (weekly).  Music,  (monthly). 

Journal  of  Orthoipi  and  Orthografi,*  Nation,  (weekly), 

(monthly).  National  Review,  (monthly). 

Journal  of  Political  Economy,  (Univer-  Nature,  (weekly). 

sity  of  Chicago),  (quarterly).  New  Century  Journal,*  (monthly). 

Journal  of  Zoophily,*  (monthly).  New  Earth,  (monthly). 

Judge,  (weekly).  New  England  Historical   and  Qenea- 

Kindergarten  Magazine,  (monthly).  logical  Register,  (quarterly). 

L.  A.  W.  Bulletin  and  Good  Roads,^  New  England  Homestead,  (weekly), 
(weekly).  New  England  Magazine,  (monthly). 

Ladies'  Home  Journal,  (monthly).  New  England  Staaten  Zeitung,*  (week- 

Land  of  Sunshine,*  (monthly).  ly). 

Lend  a  Hand,  (monthly).  New  World,  (quarterly). 

Library,  (monthly),  New-Church  Review,*  (quarterly). 

Library  Journal,  (monthly).  Nineteenth  Century,  (English  edition). 

Library  Notes,  (occasional).  (monthly). 

Life,  (weekly).  North  American  Review,  (monthly). 

Lippincott's  Magazine,  (monthly).  Notes  and  Queries,  (London),  (week- 

Literary  Digest,*  (\feekly).  ly). 

Literary  News,  (monthly).  Official  Statements  of  the  Providence 

Literary  World,  (fortnightly).  Banks,*  (quarterly). 

Littell's  Living  Age,  (weekly).  Old  South  Leaflets,  (occasional). 

Locomotive,*  (monthly).  Open  Court,*  (weekly). 

M[a]c  Clure's  Magazine,  (monthly).       Outing,  (monthly). 
Magazine  of  Poetry,*  (monthly).  Pall  Mall  Magazine,  (monthly). 

Maine  Bugle,  (quarterly).  Paradise  of  the  Pacific,*  (monthly).^ 

Manufacturers'  Record,  (weekly).  Pedagogical     Seminary,    (.3     times  a 

Manufacturing  Jeweller,  (weekly).  year). 

Mat^riaux  et  Documents  d'  Architec-  Petermann's    Mitteilungen,*    (month- 

ture,  etc.,  (monthly).  ly). 

Memorial  de  la  Librairie    Fran^aise,  Petits  Edifices  Historiques,  (monthly). 

(weekly).  Phonetic  Journal,*  (weekly), 

Microscope,  (monthly).  Phonographic  Magazine,*(semi-month- 

Mineral  Collector,*  (monthly).  ly). 

Missionary,*  (quarterly).  Physical  Review,  (Cornell  University), 

Monthly    Bulletin    of    World    Litera-  (bi-monthly). 

ture*,      (Lemcke    <&     Buechner),  Political  Science  Quarterly,  (Columbii 

(monthly).  University),  (quarterly). 

Monthly  List  of  New  Publications,*  Popular  Astronomy,  (10  times  a  year). 

(Stechert),  (monthly).  Portfolio,*    (quarterly;    with    2  extra 

Monthly  Record   of  Scientific   Litera-  nos.) 

ture,*  (Van  Nostrand),  (monthly).  Postal  Record,*  (monthly). 
Mount  Airy  World,*  (weekly).  Printers'  Ink,*  (weekly). 


^  L.  A.  W.;  i.  e.,  League  of  American  Wheelmen. 

>  Honolulu. 

'  Successor  to  Hamerton's  publication. 

•Gilt. 
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Proportional  RepresentatioD  Review,  Scientific       American       Supplement, 

(quarterly).  (weekly). 

Providence  Daily  Journal,*  (daily).         Scribner's  Magazine,  (monthly). 
Providence    Journal    of     Commerce,  Searcher,  The,*  (semi-monthly). 

(monthly).  Skaudinavia,*  (weekly). 

Providence  Sunday  Journal,*  (weekly).  Sound  Currency,*  (semi-monthly.) 
Providence  Visitor,*  (weekly).  Speaker,  (weekly). 

Public  Opinion,  (weekly).  Spectator,  (weekly). 

Publishers'  Weekly,  (weekly).  Sun  and  Shade,  (monthly). 

Puck,  (weekly).  Sunday  School  Times,  (weekly). 

Punch,  (weekly).  Superior  (Wis.)  Leader,*  (daily). 

Purple,  The,*  (monthly).  Techniker,  Der,*  (monthly). 

Putnam's    Monthly  Historical    Maga- Tennessee    University    Magazine,* 

zino,  (monthly).  (monthly). 

Quarterly  Journal  of  Economics,  (Har-  Textile^Manufacturer,  (monthly). 

vard  University),  (quarterly).  Textile  World,*  (monthly). 

Quarterly  Review,  (English  edition),  Travelers*  Record,*  (monthly). 

(quarterly).  Triangle,*  (fortnightly). 

Railroad  Gazette,  (weekly).  Tuftonian,*  (monthly). 

Reader,  (monthly.)  Tufts  Weekly,*  (weekly). 

Review     of      Reviews,      (American),  Ueber  Land  und  Meer,  (weekly). 

(monthly).  United  Service,  (monthly). 

Revue  (La)   de    Paris,    (semi-month-  University  Law   Review,*  (9  nos.  per 

ly).  year). 

Revue  des  Deux  Mondes,  (semi-month-  Vegetarian  Messenger,*  (monthly). 

ly).  Washington  Book  Chronicle,*  (quar- 

Revue     Encyclop^dique,     (Larousse),  terly). 

(semi-monthly).  Westminster     Review,    (English    edi-  ^ 

Revue  Internationale  des  Archives  des         tion),  (monthly). 

Biblioth^ques     et     des     Musses,  Whist,  (monthly). 

(3  nos.  per  year).  Wilson*  s    Photographic    Magazine, 

Rhode  Islander,*  (weekly).  (monthly). 

Saint  Nicholas,  (monthly).  Women's  Journal,*  (weekly). 

Saturday  Review,  (weekly).  Yale  Review,  (quarterly). 

Science,  (weekly).  Touth*s  Companion,  (weekly). 

Scientific  American,  (weekly).  Total,  247. 

B.       Serial    publiccUions^^    chiefly   of    organizations^^   govemment$y    etc. 

Advance  Club.    Publications,*  (occa-  Alabama,  State  of.    Agricultural  £x- 
sional).  periment  Station.  Bulletin,*  (occa- 

sional). 

>  The  alphabetioal  order  it  by  the  name  of  the  organization. 
*  See  lift  C,  following  this,  for  **  annoals.** 

•  Gin. 
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American  Academy  of  Political  and  American  Statistical  Association. 
Social  Science.  Annals,  (bi-montli-  Quarterly  Publications,  (quarter- 
ly). ,  ly). 

American  Antiquarian  Society.    Pro-  Archseoloji^i^al   Institute  of  America. 

ceedinfi^s,  (semi-annual).  Bulletin  of    Classical    Studies  at 

American  Association  for  the  Advance-         Athens,  (occasional). 

ment   of     Science.      Proceedings,  Papers,  (occasional). 

(annual).  Bayerisch  Kunstgewerbe  Vereiu.  Zcit- 

American  Bankers'  Association.     Pro-         schrift,  (monthly). 

ceedings,*  (annual).  Brown   University.     Papers   from  the 

American  Bar  Association.    Reports,*         Historical  Seminary,*  (occasional). 

(annual).  Bureau     of    American      Republics, 

American  Economic  Association.  Pub-  Monthly  Bulletin,*  (monthly). 

lications,  (bi-monthly).  Cambridge    Entomological    Club. 

American  Folk-lore  Society.    Journal         Psyche,  (monthly). 

of  American  Folk-lore,  (quarterly).  Colorado,  State  of.    State  Agricultural 

Memoirs,  (occasional).  Experiment     Station.      BuUetiu.* 

American  Forestry  Association.     Pro-  (occasional). 

ceedings,*  (quarterly).  Columbia  University.    Studies  in  His- 

American  Historical  Association.    An-  tory,  Economics,  etc.,  (occasional). 

nual  Report,*  (annual).  University   Bulletin,*    (bi-montli- 

American  Institute  of  Architects.  Pro-  ly). 

ceedings,*  (annual).  Connecticut,  State  of.     State  Agricul- 

American  Institute  of  Electrical  Engi-  tural  Experiment  Station.    Annual 

neers.     Transactions,  (monthly).  report,*  (annual). 

American  Institute  of  Mining  Engi-  Cornell    University.       Agricultural 

necrs.     Transactions,  (annual).  Experiment    Station.       Bulletin,* 

American  Iron  and  Steel  Association.  (monthly). 

Bulletin,  (occasional).  Dante    Society.     [Cambridge,    Mass.] 

American  Library  Association.    Pro-  Annual  reports,*  (annual). 

ceedings,  (annual).  Delaware,  State  of.  Stute  Agricultural 

American  Public  Health  Association.  Experiment  Station,*  (monthly). 

Proceedings,  (annual).  Egypt    Exploration    Fund.      Publica- 

American  School   of  Classical  Studies  tions,*  (occasional). 

at  Athens.     Papers,  (occasional).     Essex      Institute.      Bulletin,*    (qaar- 
American  Social  Science  Association.         terly). 

Journal    of    Social    Science,    (an H  i  s  t  o  r  i  c  a  1  Collections,*  (quar- 

nual).  terly). 

American  Society  of  Civil  Engineers.  Field  Columbian  Museum,  (Chicago). 

Transactions,  (monthly).  Bulletin,*  (occasional). 

American  Society  of  Mechanical  Engi-  Filson     Club.      Publications,     (occi- 

neers.     Transactions,  (biennial).  sional).^ 


>  "Continuations"  such  as  the  above  are  entered  if  an  issue  haa  been  recelred  doring  the 
year,  but  not  othcrwijJt'. 
♦  Gilt.  j 
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Florida,  Stote  of.    State  Afi^ricultural  Kentucky,  State  of.     Afscricultural  Ex- 
Experiment     Station.     Bulletin,*         periment  Station.  Bulletin,*  (occa- . 

(occasional).  sional). 

Folk-Lore  Society,    (London).      Folk-  Maryland,  State  of.      State   Agricul- 

Lore  Journal,  (quarterly).  tural  Experiment  Station.    Bulle- 

Frauklin  Institute.     Journal,  (month-         tin,*  (occasional). 

ly).  Massachusetts,  State  of.    Hatch  Agri- 

Hartford  Theological  Seminary.  Hart-         cultural  Experiment  Station.   Bul- 

ford  Seminary  Record,*  (bi-month-         letin,*  occasional). 

ly).  State     Agricultural     Experiment 

Harvard  University.    Bulletin,*  (quar-         Station.  Annual  Report,*  (annual). 

terly).  Massachusetts      Historical       Society. 
-Astronomical    Observatory.      An-         Collections,  (annual). 

nals,*  (occasional.)  Proceedings,  (annual). 

Harvard  University  Library.    Bib-  Massachusetts    Institute    of   Technol- 

liographical    contributions,*    (oc-         ogy.  Architectural  Review,  (8  nos. 

casional).                                                     per  year). 
Radcliffe  College.     Monographs,* Technology  Quarterly,  (quarterly). 

(occasional).  Michigan,  State  of.  State  Agricultural 

Home  Market  Society.    Home  Market         College  Experiment  Station.    Bul- 

Bulletin,*  (monthly).  letin,*  (ocaasional). 

Illinois,  State  of.    State  Agricultural  Michigan    Political    Science   Associa- 

Experiment     Station.     Bulletin,*         tion.    Publications. 

(occasional).  Minnesota,    State    of.    Minnesota 

Indian  Rights  Association.     Publica-         Weather     and     Crop      Review,* 

tions,*  (occasional).  (monthly). 

Institution  of  Mechanical  Engineers,  Northwest  Weather  and   Crops,* 

(London).        Proceedings,        (an-  (monthly). 

nual).  State     Agricultural     Experiment 

Iowa,    State  of.     State    Agricultural         Station.     Bulletin,*  (occasional). 

Experiment    Station.      Bulletin,*  Montana,  State  of.    State  Agricultural 

(occasional).  Experiment    Station.      Bulletin,* 

Iron  and  Steel    Institute,   (London).  (occasional). 

Journal,  (annual).  Munseirs    Historical     Series,    (occa- 

John  Hopkins  Universi^.    Circulars,*         sional). 

(monthly  during  term).  National  Conference  of  Charities  and 
Studies  in  Historical  and  Political         Corrections.      Proceedings,     (an- 

Science,  (monthly).  nual). 
Same.       Extra     volumes,    (occa-  National     Educational      Association. 

sional).  Proceedings,  (annual). 

Kansas,  State  of.  Agricultural  Experi-  Nebraska   State     Historical    Society. 

ment  Station.       Bulletin,*    (occa-         Transactions  and  Reports,*  (occa- 
sional), sional). 


•Gift. 
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Nevada,  State   of.    State  University.  Prince  Society.    Publications,     (occa- 

Agricultural  Experiment  Station.  sional). 

Bulletin,*  (occasional).  Providence    Yonng    Men's    Christian 

New  England  Meteorological  Society.         Association.    Association  Notes,* 

Bulletin,*  (monthly).  (monthly). 

New  Hampshire,  State  of.  State  Agri-  Purdue    University  Agricultural   Ex- 
cultural  Experiment  Station.   Bui-         periment  Station.     Bulletin,*  (oc- 

letin,*  (occasional).  casional). 

New  Jersey  Agricultural  College  Ex-  Rhode  Island,  State  of.     Bureau  of  In- 

periment  Station.    Bulletin,*  (oc-         dustrial  Statistics.     Census  Bulle- 

casional).  tins,*  (occasional). 

New  York,  State  of.    State   Agricul State  Board  of  Health.     Monthly 

tural  Experiment  Station.    BuUe-         Bulletin,*  (monthly). 

tin,*  (occasional).  Rhode  Island  College  of  Agriculture, 
University  of  the  State  of   New         etc.      Bulletin    of    the     Agricul- 

York.    Extension  Bulletin.*  tural  Experiment  Station,*  (occa- 
Regents'       Bulletin,*     (occa-         sional). 

sional).  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society.   Pub- 
State  Library  Bulletin,*  (occa-         lications,  (quarterly). 

sional),  Rhode  Island  Historical  Tracts,  (occa- 

North  Carolina,  State  of.    State  Agri-         sional). 

cultural  Experiment  Station.   Bui-  Rhode  Island  Medical  Society.    Trans- 

letin,*  (occasional).  actions,*  (annual). 

North  Dakota,  State  of.    State  Agri-  Soldiers  and  Sailors  Historical  Society 

cultural  Experiment  Station.    Bui-         of  Rhode  Island.     Personal  Narra- 

letin,*  (occasional).  tives,  (occasional). 

Ohio,  State  of.   Meteorological  Bureau.  United  States  of  America.     Catalogue 

Bulletin,*  (monthly).  of     United    States     documents,* 
State     Agricultural     Experiment         (monthly). 

Station.    Bulletin,*  (occasional).     Congressional  Record,*  (daily,  dur- 

Ohio  Commandery  of  the  Loyal  Le-         ing  session). 

gion.    Sketches  of  War  History,  Department  of  Agriculture,  Libra- 

(biennial).                                                   ry  Bulletin,*  (quarterly). 
Oregon,  State  of.    State  Agricultural Division  of  Ornithology,  etc. 

Experiment   Station.       Bulletin,*         Reports,*  (monthly). 

(occasional).  Weather  Bureau.     Bulletin  of 

Palestine    Exploration    Fund.    BuUe-         the    New    England    Climate  and 

tin,*  (occasional).                                      Crop  Service,*  (monthly). 
Pennsylvania,  State  of.     State    Agri- Monthly     Weather    Re- 
cultural       Experiment      Station.          view,*  (monthly). 

Bulletin,*  (occasional).         • Report  of  the  Ohio  Weather 

Pennsylvania    Library    Club.      Occa-         and  Crop  Service,*  (monthly). 

sional  papers,*  (occasional). 


•Gift. 
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APPENDIX  NO.   1 ,— continued. 

United  States  of  America.     Depart-  Utah,  State  of.      State   Agricultural 

ment   of   State.    Bulletin  of   the         College  Experiment  Station.    Bul- 

Rolls  and  Library,*  (occasional).  letin,*  (occasional)* 

Consular  Reports,*  (monthly).  Vermont,  State  of.  State  Agricultural 

Same.    Special,*  (occasional).         Experiment  Station.    Annual  Re- 

Department  of  the  Intenor.    6u-         port,*  (annual). 

reau  of  Education.    Circulars  of  Washington,  State  of.    State  Agricul- 

Information,*  (occasional).  tural  Experiment  Station,*  (occa- 
Bureau  of  Labor.    Bulletin,*         sional). 

(monthly).  West  Virginia,  State  of.    State  Agri- 
Census    Bureau.      Bulletin,*         cultural      Experiment       Station. 

(occasional).  Bulletin,*  (occasional). 

Reports,*  (occasional).       Western  Reserve  University.      Bulle- 

Patent   Office.      Official    Ga-         tin,*  (semi-annual). 

zette,*  (weekly).  Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity.    Pub- 
Smithsonian  Institution.    Annual         lications,  (occasional). 

Report,*  (annual).  Wyoming,  State    of.     State    Agricul- 
Contributions  to  Knowledge,*  (oc-         tural  Experiment  Station.     BuUe- 

casional).  tin,*  (occasional). 
Miscellaneous  Contributions,*  (oc-  Yale    University.     Studies  from    the 

casional).  Psychological    Laboratory,*  occa- 
National  Museum.    Bulletin,*  (oc-         sional). 

casional).  Transactions  of  the  Astronomical 

Astronomical  Papers  of  the  Ameri-         Observatory,*  (occasional. ) 

can  Ephemeris,*  (occasional). 
University  of   Wisconsin.      Bulletin,* 

(occasional). 

Total 134 


C.     Annuals  and  biennials^  including  almanacs^  etc. 

Almanach  de  Ootha,  1896.   (Official).      Annual  Burns  Chronicle,  etc.,  1805,* 
American    Annual    of     Photography,  (Burns  literature). 

1806.    (Photography).  Annual   Catalogues;      American    and 

American  Board  Almanac  of  Missions,         English,      1805.      (Trade     biblio- 

1806.*    (Christian  missions).  graphy.) 

AmericanChurch  Almanac,  etc.,  1806.*  Annual  Literary    Index,  180>.     (Peri- 

(Protestant  Episcopal  Church).  odical  litei*aturo,  etc.) 

American  Newspaper  Directory,  (Row-  Appleton^s  Annual  Cyclopsedia,  18U5. 

eirs),  1894.    (Newspaper  lists).  (Statistical). 

Ann^e  (L')Scicntifique  et  Industrielle,  Army    and    Navy    Year-Book,    1893.* 

1806.    (Scientific).  (Military  and  naval). 


•Gift. 
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APPENDIX   NO.  l.-^continued. 

Coal  Trade,  (Saward's),  1896.«  (Coal).  Providence  Directory,    18»5.     (Local; 

Commercial  Year-book,  1896.  (Annual).  statistical). 

Constitutional  Year-book,  1896.    (Gov-  Providence   House  Directory,  (1895). 

ernmental;  Great  Britain).  (Annual). 

Crockford^s   Clerical   Directory,  1893.  Providence   Journal    Almanac,  1895.* 

(Church  of  England).  (Local ;  statistical). 

Dispensatory  of  the  United  States  of  Providence  Postal  Guide  and  Refer- 

America,  1S94.    (Pharmaceutical).  ence  Book,  1895.*     (Local;  postal; 

Dockham^s  American  Report  and  Di-         statistical.) 

rectory,  1895.    (Textiles).  Providence  Tax  Book,  1895.     (Local; 

Hazeirs     Annual,     1896.      (Encyclo-         financial). 

psedic).  Publishers'   Trade  List  Annual,  1895. 

Hoffraann's  Catholic    Directory,  etc.,  (Trade  bibliography). 

1896.*    (Roman  Catholic  Church.)  Reference  Catalogue  of  Current  Litera- 
Honghtaling's  Hand-book    of    Useful         ture,  (1893).     (Occasional). 

Information,  1896.     (Statistical).      Rhode  Island,  State  of.     Rhode  Island 
Johnston  and  Cranston  Directory,  1895.  Manual,   1895.*     (Official    histori- 

(Local;  statistical).  cal,  and  statistical). 

Liber  Brunensis,   1895.     (Societies  of  Statesman's  Year-book,  1896.     (Official 

Brown  University).  and  statistical). 

M[a]cPlier8on'8  Hand-book  of  Politics,  Statistical  Year-book  of  Canada,  1895.* 

1894.     (Governmental  and    Politi-         (Official). 

cal;  United  States.)  Statistician  and  Economist,  (McCarty), 

Manual    of    American     Water- works,  1895-96.    (Statistical). 

1891.      (Statistical;   water-works).  Textile  Manufacturer  Annual,   1896.* 
Medical  and  Surgical  Register  of  the  (Textiles). 

United  States,  1890.*(Medical,  etc.)  Tribune  Almanac,  1896.  (Political  and 
Mineral  Industry  of  the  United  States,         statistical). 

(Rothwell's),     1895.     (Mineralogi-  Tribune  (New  York)  Index,  1806.    (lo- 
cal), dex  to  general  news  and  Informa- 
Minerva,  1890.     (Educational).  tion). 

Musical  Year-book,  1893.     (Music).        United  States  of  America.     Congres- 
New  England  Business  Directory,  1895.         sional  Directory,  1895.*    (Official). 

(Business).  Department  of  the  Kavy.     Ameri- 

Photographic  Mosaics,  1896.    (Photog-         can  Ephemeris  and  Nautical  Alma- 

raphy).  nac,  1898.*    (Astronomical). 

Poor's  Manual  of  Investment  Securi Official  Register,  1894.*  (Biennial). 

ties,  1895.     (Financial).  (Official). 

Poor's    Manual    of     Railroads,    1895.  Whitaker's  Almanack,  1896.     (Statisti- 

( Kail  roads).  cal). 

Providence,    City   of.    City     Manual,  World  Almanac,  1896.    Political  and 

1890.*    (Official,  statistical,  etc.)  statistical). 

Providence  Almanac,    1895.      (Local;  Yachtsman's     Annual    Guide,     1805. 

statistical.)  (Yachting). 

Total    54 

•Gift. 
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APPENDIX  NO.  1,— continued. 

The  following  libraries  are  repreiented  by  a  bulletin,  (monthly  or  otherwise) :  Apprentices* 
Library,  Philadelphia;  Boston  (Mass.)  AthensBum;  Boston  Public  Library;  Bowdoin  College 
Library;  BrookUne(Mass.)  Public  Library;  Brooklyn  (N.Y.)  Library;  Butte  (Mont.)  Free  Public 
Library;  Cambridge  (Mass.)Public  Library;  City  Library  Association,  Springfield,  Mass.;  Cleve- 
land(0.)  Public  Library ;  Cornell  Uniyersity  Library,  Ithaca,  N.Y.;  Detroit  Public  Library;  Drexel 
Institute  Library,  Philadelphia,  Pa. ;  Enoch  Pratt  Free  Library,  Baltimore,  Md. ;  Fitchburg 
(Mass.)  Public  Library;  Harris  Institute,  Woonsocket,  R.  I.;  Hartford  (Ct.)  Public  Library; 
Helena  (Mont.)  Public  Library;  Jersey  City  (N.J.)  Public  Library;  Lancaster  (Mass.)  Town 
Library;  Lawrence  (Mass.)  Public  Library;  Library  Association,  Portland,  Ore.;  Library 
Company  of  Philadelphia;  Maiden  (Mass.)  Public  Library;  Mercantile  Library  of  New  York; 
Mercantile  Library  of  Philadelphia;  Milwaukee  (Wis.)  Public  Library;  Minneapolis  (Minn.) 
Public  Library;  New  Bedford  (Mass.)  Free  Public  Library;  New  Hayen  (Ct.)  Free  Public 
Library;  Newark  (N.  J.)  Public  Library;  Newburyport  (Mass.)  Public  Library;  Oberlin  Col. 
lege  Library,  Oberlin,  O. ;  Osterhout  Free  Library,  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.;  Philadelphia,  (Pa.) 
Public  Library;  Pratt  Institute  Free  Library,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.;  Providence  (R.  I.)  AthensBum; 
Providence  Public  Library;  Quincy,  III.,  Public  Library;  Salem  (Mass.)  Public  Library;  San 
Francisco  (Cal.)  Public  Library;  Scranton  (Pa.)  Public  Library;  Somerville  (Mass.)  Publlo 
Library;  Tufts  Library,  Weymouth,  Mass.;  Waltham  (Mass.)  Public  Library;  Warren  County 
(111.)  Library;  Westerly  (R.  I.)  Public  Library;  Worcester  Free  Public  Library;  also  the 
Clerkenwell  Public  Library,  England.  Also  the  Denver  Public  Library,  whose  accessions  are 
published  in  the  Book-leaf.    Total,  4S. 


SUMMARY. 

Division  A 247 

B 134 

*'        C 64 

Library  bulletins 48 

Total 483 
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APPENDIX  NO.  2. 

OENERAI.  BTATEUERT  OF  THE  YBAR'B  aROWTK. 


Divisions. 

No.  in  library, 
Jan.  I,  1896. 

2,850 
17,289 

71,613 

APPENDIX   NO.  3. 

SOURCES  OF   ACCESSION B. 


Sources, 

J,- 

li 

-<1 

m 

B- 

4,526 
33,106 

904 

34,070 

79,281 

4,201 

Total  withdrawals  from  beginning 

7.973 
76.559 

EIGHTEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT. 
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APPENDIX  NO.  4. 

GROSS   AND  NBT  INCREASE  OF  THE  YEAR. 


Gain. 


0)    By  purchase 

(*)     By  transfer,  exclianfi^e, 

etc 

(^)     Bygift 

Gross  gain 

Loss  deducted 

Net  gain 


2,990 

297 
964 

4,251 
305 

3,946 


Loss. 


By  withdrawal,  (1895).... 


305 


APPENDIX   NO.  5. 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  ACCESSIONS. 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 


Added  in  1895.^ 


History 

Fiction 

Social  science 

Miscellaneous  literature' 

Juvenile  books 

General  class^ 

Biography 

Geography 

Art  (including  music)^ . . 

Practical  science 

Natural  science 

Philosophical  science.... 


457 
387 
368 
365 
298 
297 
295 
279 
229 
20:i 
199 
191 


In  neither  of  the  above  classes, 
Total 


3,568 
683 

4,251 


Present  total.* 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 


Fiction 

History 

General  class^ 

Miscellaneous  literature' 

Biography 

Social  science 

Geography 

Philosophical  science. . . 
Art  (including  music)^.. 

Practical  science 

Juvenile  books 

Natural  science . 


7,346 
6,796 
6,400 
6,903 
5,729 
5,229 
4,270 
3,391 
2,388 
3,091 
2,420 
2,354 


55,317 
In  neither  of  the  above  classes,  20,242 


Total 75,550 


1  The  order  of  Arrangement,  in  each  of  the  two  columns,  is  by  rank  of  number  of  Tolumet  in 
each  class,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest. 

'  I.  e.,  including  works  the  contents  of  which  belong  exclusively  in  no  one  of  the  other  classes, 
but  in  several,  as  the  "  complete  works  "  of  certain  authors,  etc. 

'Miscellaneous  literature;  i.  e.,  inolading  poetry  and  the  drama,  literary  essayst  literary 
periodicals,  etc.,  in  brief,  all  belonging  under  literature  except  fiction  and  Juveniles,  which 
iiave  a  separate  entry  in  this  column. 

*  Musical  scores,  60  vols. 

•  Musical  scores,  273  vols. 
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APPENDIX  NO.  6. 

BEOI8TBATION  TABULATED  BY  WARDS. 

Number  of  cards  issued,  1895 4,557 

Kumber  of  cards  cancelled,  1895 S4 

Kumber  in  use  at  present,  Dec.  31,  1895 12,701 

Regiatration  by  wards,  1895. 

( I)    Fifth im 

(  «)    Fourth 512 

(  «)    Second 497 

(  *)    Ninth 494 

(  6)    Eighth 4S3 

(  •)    Seventh 429 

(  T)    Sixth 412 

( 8)    Tenth 378 

(  »)    First 374 

(W)    Third ^ 


4,557 
Summary. 

Total  (2)  East  side  wards S71 

Total  (6)  West  side  wards 2,0fi6 

Third  and  Tenth  wards 720 


4,557 


Total  regiatration  by  wards,  1893-95. 


Name  of 

THE 
Ward. 


Rank  of  wards 
by  population, 
June  1,  1895.1 


Tenth 21  022 

Third... ir,61.< 

Sixth 16,55^ 

First U,ft:t2 

Ninth ' 14.605 

Second i:t8W» 

Fifth 1.V84 

Eighth \^,^V 

Seventh 13,08f< 

Fourth 8,2«1 

Total....  145,472 


Kank  of  wards  bv  number  of  !  Percentage  of  registration  in 
names  registered  Jan.  1, 1803  I  each  ward  to  the  popnlatiOB 
toDec.  31,  1895.*  of  the  ward. 


Fifth 1.734 

Fourth 1,541 

Second 1,4A5 

Seventh 1,307 

Kighth 1,202 

Ninth 1,262 

Sixth 1,225 

First ...  1.170 

Tenth 007 

Third 801 


Total 12.704 


Fourth ..•••••.. 1S.5 

Fifth itji 

Second 10.5 

Seventh...   «.» 

Eighth 9.9 

Ninth M 

First...   7.9 

Sixth 7.& 

Third 4.5 

Tenth 4.3 


1  See  Rhode  Island  State  Census  Bulletin,  (1805),  No.  6,  p.  3. 
*  A  three-ycaru*  period. 
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APPENDIX  NO.    7. 


CIRCULATION. 


[A.] 

AOOBEOATB  FOR 

EIGHT  TEARS. 


Total  number  of  Tolomes  used  at 
the  library 

Total  number  taken  for  home  use 


Aggregate, 


• 

• 
e 

• 

• 

u 

• 

t 

CO 

^ 

o 

10,005 

11,485 

15,340 

10,146 

25,056  24;»7 

7S,iyi 

73.230 

70,240 

78,102 

86,801 

00,708 

83,006 

8»,724 

04.506 

07,247 

111,046 

115.185 

s 


86,474    33,378 


108,070 


143,644 


116,743 


140,116 


[B.]         U8K   OF  THE   LIBRARY  WITHIN  THE   ROOM,  1895.^ 


STATISTICAL  ITEMS. 


Largest  use  on  any  day. . 
Smallest  use  on  any  day. 
Largest  in  any  week. . . . 
Smallest  In  any  week. . . . 
Largest  In  any  month.... 
Smallest  in  any  month... 
Average  monthly  use... 

Average  weekly  use 

Average  daily  use 

Total  In  the  year 


BOOKS  CONSULTED. 


March  12].... 

'June!i3J 

Jan.  27-Feb.21 
^Aug.  4-10].... 

Jan.]. 

!Aug.] 


23.% 

20 

1,176 

4..t00 
1,706 
2,77S-|- 

6414- 
01+ 

83,3.37 


PERIODICALS,  ETC. 


Nov.  2]  .... 
July  28].... 
'Nov.  3-0]... 
Aug.  4-10]... 
Nov.]...i.. 
[Feb.]   


871 
48 
1,876 
1.006 
7,6fi0 
4.805 
5.04 
1 


.049-1- 

,37^-f 

195+ 


71,303 


[C.j  Books  taken  for 
HOME  USE,  1805. 


Feb.  2.3] 870 

Deo.  5] 154 

Feb.  26-Mar.2]    2.900 

July  1-6] 1,582 

March] 12.167 

Sept.] 7.502 

9,645-h 

2,225-h 

a2.3-f 

...115,743 


The  total  recorded  Sunday  use  of  the  library  (5?  Sundayf>)  Is  9.983;  the  Inrgeitt  use  on  any 
Sunday  (Jan.  27)  being  329. 
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APPENDIX   NO.  7,— continued. 

[D]      CLASSIFICATION  OF  CIRCULATION. 

Part  1.    By  the  classification  adopted  in  this  library. 


NAME. 


(1)  Fiction,  [adult] 

Fiction,  [juvenile] 

(2)  History 

(3)  Geography. 

(4)  Miscellaneous  literature.  [Includ 
ing  poetry,  literary  essays,  etc.]^ 

(5)  Biography 

General''^ 

Art,  (including  music*) . . 

Social  science 

Natural  science 

Practical  science 

Philosophical  science^ 

Total 


NO.  OF  VOLS. 


49,480  I  .J  Q^ 
22,174  J  '^♦"^^ 


6,901. 
6,706. 

5,438. 
5,287. 
4,546. 
3,874. 
8,367, 
3,251 . 
3,177. 
2,542, 


PKKCKNTAGE  OF 
TOTAL. 


01.90+   \^ 

:}.\iC^ 

4.92t 


116,743 


4.694- 

4..VH- 
3.1*2- 
3.:W^ 

2.9ftT 
2.804- 

2.74- 

2.19-1- 


100. 


Part  2.    By  the  cla8»{flcation  of  the  American  Library  Aasociaiion.* 

[See  Library  Journal,  v,  1,  p,  431.] 

A.  Literary  classes. 

Juveniles 22.174 

Prose  Action 49,4S0 

Essays,  poetry,  drama.     [Poetry  and  the  drama,  2,779  vols ;  essays, 

6,973  vols.] 9,752 

Periodicals,  literary 7S 

Total,  Literary  classes 81,4W 

B.  Historical  classes. 

Geography  and  travels 5,706 

Biography ..." 5,2^ 

History 6.901 

Total,  Historical  classes 17.iJ94 

1  For  the  no.  of  vols.  U!«ed  in  each  of  these  classes,  and  divisions  of  clatset,  separately,  see  tlie 
eutries  under  Fart  2,  following  this. 

3 1,  c,  including  works  which  belong  exclusively  io  do  one  of  the  other  classes  bot  in  sevenl. 
as  the  "  complete  works"  of  certain  authors,  etc. 

'  No.  of  vols,  of  muHic  used,  653. 

*  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  state  that  the  flgurcs  at  the  left  of  these  entries  represent  nwrdy 
rank  of  use,  and  not  the  class  number.  Thus  "Philosophical  8eienoe**is  not  ** class  11," bat 
"  class  5,"  as  a  glance  at  Appendix  No.  10  will  show  that  it  has  always  been. 

fi  At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Library  Association,  Sept.  5, 1877,  the  above  sebc** 
of  classification  was  adopted,  as  a  convenient  form  for  expressing  in  untfonD  temu  the  statiitici 
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APPENDIX    NO.  7 ,— continued. 

C.     Aria  and  sciences. 

Fine  arts 3,874 

Industrial  arts 3,177 

Natural  science 3,251 

Philology 164 

Social  and  political  science 3,367 

Philosophy.. 2,542 

Total,  Arts  and  sciences 16,365 

Summary, 

Literary  classes 81,484   j 

Historical  classes 17,894   >  115,743  (Total.) 

Arts  and  sciences 16,865   ) 

of  all  librarieB.  [Library  Journal,  v.  9,  p.  38.J  The  books  of  this  library  had  already  been 
classified  by  the  seheme  printed  above,  under  Part  1,  but  in  erery  one  of  the  annual  reports 
from  the  beginning,  the  statistics  as  expressed  under  Part  1,  have  been  immediately  followed 
by  the  same  statistics  translated  into  terms  of  Part  No  2,  (the  "American  Library  Association  *' 
■cheme).  Ttils  practice  obriously  gives  the  amplest  opportunity  for  comparison,  bo  far  as  this 
library  is  concerned;  but  at  present  the  annual  report  of  no  other  library  accessible  here 
observes  the  same  practice ;  and  the  usage  of  the  libraries  of  this  country  still  shows  the  widest 
diversity  as  regards  details  of  classlflcation,  (though  in  the  case  of  two  public  libraries,— those 
of  Newton,  Mass.,  and  Dover,  N.  H.,  respectively,  — the  printed  report  states  the  figures  in  the 
terms  ot  the  American  Library  Association  system  and  no  other,  while  in  one  other  instance,— 
Pawtucket.  —  the  American  Library  Association  system  is  in  daily  use,  but  the  printed  report 
states  its  figures  only  in  the  R.  I.  Board  of  Education  form.)  In  one  detail,  however,  no  diver, 
eity  exists,  —  namely,  in  what  is  understood  by  the  word  **  fiction.*'  Both  in  this  library  and 
elsewhere,  it  is  held  to  mean  a  work  in  prose,  embodying  a  fictitious  narrative,  such  as  a  novel 
or  romance,  written  either  for  adults  or  children,  but  in  the  statistics  usually  showing  these 
divisions  separately  as  well  as  their  total.  The  plan  recommended  by  the  American  Library 
Association  committee  comprised  accession  and  other  statistics,  in  addition  to  those  of  circula. 
tlon,  but  since  the  divergence  of  usage  in  those  details  has  been  even  wider  than  in  the  detail 
of  circulation,  among  libraries  generally  no  attempt  has  ever  been  made  by  this  library  to  follow 
out  the  plan  in  those  respects. 

The  practice  has  always  been  observed  here,  however,  of  making  returns  each  year  to  the 
Rhode  Island  Board  of  Education,  in  terms  of  the  scheme  adopted  by  that  Board;  and  a  trans, 
cript  of  a  part  of  it  is  here  printed.  By  its  method  both  adult  and  Juvenile  fiction  will  be  found 
under  the  single  heading,  *' Fiction." 
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APPENDIX   NO.  7,—conlmutd. 

StatMlca  alaUd  In  tfmu  (if  the  Rhode  hland  Board  <)f  EdueatiM 
teheme  of  elatniflcatlon. 


BlngofyMr... 

,  No.  of  TOlDlnei 
rnddrd    duriQK 

If  a.  ofn>lim«B 
loit    or    wtlb- 

,  Sa.  of  TOlnniH 
M  end  of  the 
J«"f 

elrcD laird  dur- 
ing tlia  ytti: 


Part  I. 


[E.]    Fiction  r 
ThU  Ulirary  aa  compared  with  other  ptibUc  Hbrarie». 
'^"y'l'la"' "'  Y*'""-  '^o^*- '"  '""Mrj.  Clrculallan.         p,™i^J». 

AlleRheny,  Pa lSftVfl4 24,480 124,573 Pfl.42 

Central  Falls.  R.  1 1M04 5,807 16,030 87.1 

Jersey  City,  N'.  .1 ISifi-OS 38.725 !«8,887 M.8T 

St.  Loiiia,  Mo t8!)4-(B I01,5a? 331,423 84.11 

Barriiieto",  It.  1 1804 7,588 4,073 Sl.fl 

Dayton,  O 18ftl-0."i 3(1,617 106.000 84.0 

Hartford,  Ct IRW-WV. . . .  Abt.  47.000 207,685 tS.S 

Snlem,  Mass I?n4-ff> 31.202 108,071 82.61 

Taunton.  Mass 131)5 40,540 73,009 83.6 

Wan-en,  R.  1 18114 6.626 13,024 .80.8 

Watorbury,  Ct 1811.3-94 50.351 74,820 80.0 

'  For  bnvllv  thp  afflclat  nnme  of  Ihe  MbrB 
ilfD  +  Ji  Hi  10  uiuHlly  omrilpd,  for  breilty. 
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City,  town,  or  Fietfon 

viUiifi^.  Year.       •         Volt,  in  llbraaf.  Clrealiitlon.        peroentage. 

Scranton,  Pa 1805 25,204 149,769 79.83 

Cincinnati,  O 1894-^5 211,081 318,423 79.4 

Bnstol,  R.  1 1804 11,812 17,956 78.6 

Peace  Dale,i  R.  1 1804 6,54:3 8,606 78.5 

Newark,  N.  J 1805 40,601 332,078 78.8 

Lawrence,  Mass 1894 37,999 124,254 76.1 

Baltimore,  Md 1895 163,489 587,799 75.0 

MaldeD,  Mass 1894 26,155 92,085 74.83 

Detroit,  Mich 1895 139,360 348,400 74.14 

Sprinj^fleld,  Mass 1804-05 00,544 150,796 74.07 

Pawtucket,  R.  1 1894-95 14,765 46,653 73.98 

New  Haven,  Ct 1893-94 27,749 203,242 73.8 

Woonsocket,  R.  1 1804 13,526 36,623 73.1 

Peoria,  III 1804-05 52,821 136,083 71.88 

St.  Paul,  Minn 1895 40,773 186,336 71.41^ 

KinK8ton,i  R.  1 1804 5,204 2,811 71.4 

Omaha,  Neb 1802-03 42,332 100,734 70.7 

Cambridge,  Mass 1804-05 40,448 137,702 60.+ 

Brookline,  Mass 1894-95 41,055 81,423 66.6 

Minneapolis,  Minn 1805 83,531 444,086 66.13 

Milwaukee,  Wis 1803-04 75,162 281,705 63.0 

Cleveland,  0 1804-05 06,858 565,781 63.25 

Olney  ville,  R.  1 1804 6,106 20.322 63.1 

Chicago,  111 1804-05 211,157 1,147,862 62.51 

/  . .  1805 75,550 115,743 61.00-f 

Providence,2  R.  I.  ]  .  .1804 71,013 108,070 69.72+ 

(  . .  1893. 67,026 00,798 50.91+ 

Newton,  Mass 1804 41,006 14:3,a<^7 56.13 

Quincy,  Mass 1804 » 73,442 55.4 

Los  Angeles,  Cal  ....  1803-04 42,313 320,405 50.5 

Also  the  Gerniantown,  (Pa.,)  Friends  Free  Library,  which,  having  no  works 
of  fiction,  has,  of  course,  no  **  fiction  percentage.^' 

[A  few  words  shonid  be  added  as  regards  the  basis  of  the  above  figures. 
Being  taken  from  the  annual  reports  of  the  respective  libraries,  with 
periods  of  time  varying  in  the  respective  instances,  it  has  seemed  proper  not 
only  to  state  the  period  in  each  instance,  but  to  enter  this  library  for  each  one 
of  the  three  years  which  would  be  involved  in  the  case  of  any  of  the  other 
libraries.  The  libraries  here  included  are  limited  to  public  libraries, — the 
percentage  of  fiction  usually  running  still  higher  in  the  proprietary  or  share- 
holders' libraries, — and  also  to  those  having  5,000  volumes  and  over,  within 

1  Ylllaffe  in  town  of  South  Kingtiown. 

s  The  entry  of  this  library  i«  made,  at  teen  aboTe,  for  three  years  instead  of  one,  to  fnoilitate 
eompAfison  with  the  varying  periods  of  the  other  libraries.  It  will  be  observed,  howeTer,  that 
tiM  relative  posltloB  of  this  library  la  the  same  In  either  case. 

s  2!fo.  of  vols,  not  stated  in  report. 
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the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  and  tliose  having  25,000  outside  the  State.  In  the 
case  of  the  Rhode  Island  libraries,  with  the  exception  of  Providence  and  Ftv- 
tucket,  the  basis  of  the  information  is  the  annual  report  of  the  State  Commii- 
sioner  of  Public  Schools,  but  it  is,  in  all  other  cases,  the  separately  published 
library  reports.  Several  public  libraries  will,  it  should  be  added,  be  here 
looked  for  in  vain,  —  as  those  of  Boston,  Worcester,  and  New  Bedford,  for 
instance,  —  for  the  reason  that  their  annual  reports  do  not  supply  the  informs- 
tion  in  question  as  to  fiction.  Lastly,  it  should  be  stated,  most  emphaticailj, 
that  the  showing  is  here  made,  not  because  a  low  fiction  percentage  is  or  is 
not  good  in  itself,  but  to  satisfy  a  justifiable  inquiry  which  has  arisen,  as  to 
what  the  facts  are  in  the  case  of  this  library.  For  Uie  fuller  information  of 
the  reader,  other  items  of  statistics  than  the  fiction  percentage  are  incloded 
in  the  table;  and  if  the  order  of  arrangement  were  to  be  by  either  of  these, 
the  relative  position  of  this  library  in  the  list  would  show  large  advantages  io 
favor  of  the  othei*s.] 


Part  2.     This  library* a  present  fiction  percentage^  as  compared  with  previota 

years. 

FietlM 
pereeBt|[|C 


No.  of  report. 

(^)       1st  annual  report 
C^)       2d 

m    3d 

{*)  4th 

(5)  5th 

(«)  m\ 

(')  7  th 

(^)  8th 

(^)  9th 

<i^0  10th 

(")  nth 

(12)  12th 

<i3)  l.'Jth 

m  14tli 

(15)  15th 

(i«)  16th 

F)  17th 

0^)  18th 


Page  of  report. 


Year. 


ii 


t( 


ii 


ii 


ii 


«i 


ii 


ii 


ii 


ii 


»i 


ii 


«i 


ii 


ii 


ii 


p.  19 (1878-79)   69+ 

p.    6 (1879-80)   73- 

p.  18 (1880) e9-r 

p.  19 (1881) 68-f- 

p.  18 (1882) 69.6+ 

p.  20 (1S83) 70+ 

p.  24 (1884) 66+ 

p.  17 (1885) 62+ 

p.  17 (1886) 61+ 

p.  16 (1887) 58+ 

p.  17 (1888) 57+ 

p.  21 (1889) 66+ 

p.24 (1890) 58+ 

p.  30 (1891) 59.2(H- 

p.  30 (1892) .60.42+ 

p.  28 (1893) 59.91+ 


t« 


p.  26 (1894) 59.72+ 

p.  24 (1895) 61.90+ 

[Much  the  same  may  be  said  of  the  showing  in  this  second  table,  as  of  tlM 
first,  that  it  is  supplied  in  order  to  answer  an  inquiry  as  to  the  facts,  rather 
than  for  any  other  reason.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  years  1883  to  1888,  iDclu- 
sivc,  showed  a  very  marked  and  continuous  decline,  but  tliat  otherwise  ft 
fluctuation  from  one  year  to  another  is  to  be  expected.  It  should  be  added, 
however,  that,  while  the  average,  for  the  years  1878  to  1882,  inclusive,  wai 
.60+,  the  average  for  the  years  1884  to  1895,  inclusive,  was  .59+;  Mid  the 
latter  may  perhaps  be  regarded  as  approximately  "  normal."  ] 
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APPENDIX   NO.   8. 

BANK^  OF  MONTHS  IN  CIRCULATION  AND  REGISTRATION. 
[Compare  also  Appendices  Nos.  6  and  7. J 


CIRCULATION. 

REGISTRATION. 

Total. 

Subdivisions  of  total  registration. 

Non. 

residents' 

cards. 

Teachers* 

school 

pass. 

books. 

iJobnston. 

Cards 

to  all 

others. 

Teachers' 

school 

pass. 

books. 

Cards 

issued  to 

others. 

(  >)  March 12,167 

(*}  NoTember.  11,869 
(  *)  January...  11,076 
(«)  February.,  10.496 

(  «)  April 10,441 

(  •)  October ...  10.192 

Janiiarv.... 

1,109 
671 
669 
564 
890 
363 
331 
826 
S66 
224 
216 

\m 

6,122 

177 

36 

48 

86 

28 

27 

29 

18 

16 

1 

2 

6 

9 

16 

7 

14 

13 

21 

« 

6 
11 
6 
1 
1 

6 
2 
1 
3 
2 
6 

017 

March 

Febniarv 

October 

1 

1 
1 

1 

617 
512 
1.00 

NoTemb«T 

September 

December 

A prii .........  ■*. 

May 

366 
80A 

C  ^)  December.    9.997 

296 

(•)  May 9,044 

(  »)  June 7,992 

(W)  July 7,766 

0')  August....    7.706 

l" 

4 
3 

297 
286 

July 

218 

August 

June  .• 

218 

(U)  September   7.60S 

180 

Total 

Total ,.116,748 

423 

110 

5 

27 

4.667 

«  The  order  of  arrangement  Is  by  rank  ol  the  number  of  cards  in  the  first  two  columns  only. 

APPENDIX   NO.    9. 

ACCESSIONS,  CIRCULATION,   AND  REGISTRATION  FOR  EIGHTEEN  YEARS. 

Accessions.  Circulation.  Registration. 

[No.  of  vols,  at  beginuing] 10,307 

let  year,  1878-79 3,491 90,685 10,792 

2d    year,  1879-80 3,331 93,886 2,988 

3d    year,  1880 1,407 67,620 2,249 

4th  year,  1881 1,724 88,319 2,257 

6th  year,  1882 1.798 82,519 2,204 

6th  year,  1883 4,833 85,486 2,632 

7th  year,  1884 6,482 93,011 2,696 

8th  year,  1885 2,071 93,587 2,270 

9th  year,  1886 2,196 82,179 1,968 

lOth  year,  1887 3,347 77,047 1,745^ 

11th  year,  1888 4,107 72,191 5,995 

12th  year,  1889 5,044 73,239 2,342 

13th  year,  1890 6,649 79,249 2,334 

14th  year,  1891 3,923 78,102 4,324 

15th  year,  1892 4,531 86,891 3,172 

leth  year,  1893 5.549 90,798 3.294 

i7th  year,  1894 3,920 108,070 4,863 

18th  year,  1895 4,551 115,743 4,557 
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THE  SYSTEM  OF  CLASSIFICATION  USED  IN  THIS  LIBRARY. 


Schedule  of  Classlfloatlon.^ 

[The  classification  represents  a  division  and  sub-division  of  classes,  on  tiie 
principle  of  decimal  fractions;  the  decimal  point,  however,  being  omitted. 
Thus,  4063  is  the  third  division  of  406.  Its  order,  therefore  is  after  40(1,  and 
before  407.  In  the  subject-index  the  number  sometimes  entered  as  that  of  a 
particular  class,  is  also  true  of  its  sub- divisions  Thus  3701  is  general  literary 
biography.  But  3771  is  the  biography  of  English  authors,  and  3781  of  Ameri- 
can authors,  etc]  

Class.  General.  — Class-nunnber,  O. 

000.    Works  belonging  to  no  single  class;  and  in  no  peculiar  form. 

010.    Works  of  general  reference. 

020.    Do. ;  works  of  authors  in  uniform  editions. 

030.      **  ;  in  series. 

040.      *^  ;  publications  of  societies. 

1  This  system  of  olassiflcation  which  is  the  only  one  by  which  the  books  In  this  librmry  hsTt 
erer  been  numbered,  was  adopted  in  July,  1877,  the  library  being  first  opened  to  the  paUkii 
February,  1878.  At  the  first  opportunity  It  was  put  into  print  for  the  benefit  of  the  reader:  ani 
with  the  "  subject  Index  "  above  referred  to,  following  it,  occupies  aeveral  pages  at  the  ei4  of 
the  first '*  Finding  list '*  printed  by  the  library  In  1880.  llirottgh  all  theae  years  also  it  iitkr 
classification  which  has  been  reproduced  in  the  manuscript  class  lists,  constantly  acoeuibkM 
the  reader  at  the  library,  (where  they  are  found  lying  on  the  long  counter  in  the  Reading  Roob.) 
It  is  obvious  that  as  the  class  number  on  the  back  of  the  book  itself  tells  the  story  of  the  boak,i 
book  of  a  given  description  cannot  be  classified  under  one  heading  at  one  time,  and  another  bod 
of  the  same  description  under  another  heading  at  some  other  time.  A  work  belonging  sate 
•*  Philosophical  science  "  was  necessarily  marked  **  6  *'  in  1878  or  1880,  and  in  18M  or  1886  no  )m. 

The  only  two  respects  in  which  the  comparison  of  this  **  schedule*'  of  aixteen  years  ago  viA 
the  schedule  which  the  library  would  need  to  print  to-day,  would  show  any  Tariatlon  Troai  evei 
a  verbatim  reproduction,  are  (i)  a  greater  number  of  sub-divisions,  and  (*)  several  sUfK 
improvements  in  phraseology,  —  both  of  them  Inevitable  In  tlie  course  of  eo  many  years.  Evii' 
between  1878  and  1880  one  of  the  latter  features  is  to  be  observed,  —  namely,  In  **  Class  GeamI; 
Class-number  0,"  —  the  language  "  General "  replacing  the  language  **  [Unasalgned]  **  pmissiif 
used,  (Ist  annual  report,  p.  18).  In  Class  1,  (** Literature"), an  especial  neeessity  lor 
division  has  been  recognised,  so  that  in  the  present  report,  (p.  24),  three  of  the  entries,  (< 
and  divisions  of  classes),  in  the  table  under  "Part  1"  belong  under  that  head,  — i 
"  Fiction,  [adult],"  •*  Fiction,  [Juvenile],"  and  "Miscellaneous  literature,"  (theilatter  coaspridg 
the  remainder,  after  taking  out  the  two  fiction  entries.)  The  manuscript  class  lists  sliov.if 
course,  the  minutest  sub-divisions  of  this  last  entry.  In  like  manner,  in  the  Monthly  RsHstfci 
the  classified  groupings  which  are  arranged  In  alphabetical  order  under  the  head  of  ""lloBtli^ 
record  of  additions,"  comprise  not  merely  classes  (such  as  **  History  ")»  hut  dtvlalOBS  aadi^ 
divisions  of  classes,  (such  as  *' Drama,*'  one  of  the  sub-divisions  under  "Class  1**);  baltUik 
from  the  nature  of  the  case,  cannot  alTect  the  giving  of  ths  olass-numt>er  to  a  work  lilimiif 
under  the  head  of  the  drama,  which  will  necessarily  begin  with  **  1." 

This  system  of  classification  Is  here  reprinted,  not  because  it  is  a  ffood  one  or  tha  i«v«ie»M 
to  enable  any  reader  to  Judsre  for  himself  as  to  whether  it  is  or  is  not  the  same  whieh  1ms  slM|i 
been  in  use;  while,  as  a  basis  for  general  comparison,  it  has  firom  the  first  l>oea  tha  praettaif 
this  library,  in  its  annual  reports,  to  translate  its  statistics  into  what  is  known  as  the  **  AaeiMi 
Library  Association  "  system,  (p.  24-25  of  this  report),  and,  in  later  yeara,  into  era  a  CMrf 
form,  namely,  that  of  the  Rhode  Island  Board  of  Education,  (p.  86  of  thia  report). 
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050.  Works;  periodicals. 

000.  Do.;  speeches. 

070.  *'  ;  miscellanies. 

080.  *'  ;  in  foreign  languages. 

090.  *'  ;  in  other  than  printed  forms. 


Class.  Literature.  — Class-number,  I. 

100.  Works  treating  literature  in  general. 

110.  Dictionaries  of  literature. 

170.  Fiction. 

180.  Juveniles. 

190.  Other  Utemry  forms. 

—  191.    Literary  analysis. 

—  192.    Prose  dramas. 

—  193.    Letters. 

—  195.    Travesty. 

—  196.     Humor. 

—  197.    Satire. 

—  198.    Poetry. 

—  109.    Miscellaneous  forms. 


Class,  History.  — Class  number,  2. 

201.  Bible  histoiy. 

202.  History;  Ancient  eastern  world. 

203.  History;  Classical  countries, 

—  2031.    Ancient  Greece. 

—  2032.    The  Alexandrine  period. 

—  2033.    Ancient  Rome. 
20L  History;  Asiatic  countries. 
20^*  History;  MedisBval  Europe. 
906.  Modem  continental  Europe. 

—  2061.    The  Holy  Roman  church  and  empire. 

—  2062.    Italy. 

—  2063.    German  governments. 

—  2064.    France. 

—  2065.    The  Netherlands. 

—  2066.    The  Spanish  peninsula. 

—  2067.    Russia. 

—  2068.    Scandinavian  countries. 
«—  2069.    Other  European  countries. 
207.  Great  Britain. 

—  2071.    Scotland. 

—  2072.    Ireland. 
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208.  The  United  States. 

—  2084.    Hi&tory  previous  to  independence. 

—  2085.    General  history  of  the  nation. 

—  2080.     liocal  history. 

NoTB.— 2065  and  2OS0  are'sab-divided  as  follows : 

[2085.]     [National  history.] 

20851.  The  war  of  independence.     1776-83. 

20852.  Period  of  constitution-development.    1783-89. 

20853.  Period  of  the  opening  administrations.     1789-1809. 

20854.  Period  of  British  hostilities.     1809-17. 

20855.  Period  of  territorial  extension.     1817-45. 

20850.  Period  of  Mexican  hostilities.     1845-49. 

20857.  Period  of  slavery  legislation.    1849-61. 

20858.  Period  of  civil  war.     1861-65. 

20859.  Period  succeeding  the  close  of  the  civil  war. 

[2089.]     [Local  history.] 
20891.  Pacific  slope. 

—  —  20892.  The  upper  Mississippi  valley. 

20893.  The  lower  Mississippi  valley. 

20894.  The  south  Atlantic  states. 

20895.  The  middle  Atlantic  states. 

20896.  The  Massachusetts  settlements. 

20897.    Other  New  England  states;  (except  Rhode  Island). 

20898.     Rhode  Island. 

209.  American  history,  other  than  the  United  States. 


Class,  Bloffraphy.  — Class-number,  3. 

301.  Bihle  biography. 

302.  Biography  of  eastern  characters. 

303.  Biography  of  classical  personages. 

304.  Biography  of  Asiatic  personages. 

305.  Biography  of  medisBval  personages. 

306.  Biography  of  continental  European  personages. 

307.  Biography  of  British  personages. 

308.  Biography  of  American  personages.     (United  States.) 

309.  Biography  of  American  personages.     (Other  than  United  States.) 
Note.— These  are  sub-divided  by  occupations  and  professions. 

[E.  g.  308.]     [American  biography.] 

3084.     Biogi-aphy  of  American  explorers. 

30?6.    Biography  of  American  scientific  men. 

3088.    Biography  of  American  political  characters* 

3089.     Biography  of  American  artists. 

NoTB.— Tbe  divisIonB  expressed  by  figures  In  the  second  place  are  extended  throach  sll 

successive  subdivisions.    For  instance, 
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370.    Collective  general  biography. 
378.    Collective  American  biography. 
3789.    Collective  biography  of  American  artists. 


Class,  Geography.— Class-number,  4. 

400.  Greneral  description  of  the  earth. 

401.  Exploration  of  ancient  localities. 

402.  Geography  of  miscellaneous  localities. 

—  4021.    Arctic  geography. 

—  4022.    Iceland. 

—  4023.    Islands  of  the  Atlantic  ocean. 

—  4024.    Islands  of  the  Indian  ocean. 

—  4025.    The  East  Indies. 
~  4026.    Australia. 

—  4027.    Islands  of  the  Pacific  ocean. 

—  4028.    Circumnavigations. 

—  4029.    Miscellaneous  voyages. 
408.  Geography  of  Africa. 

404.  Geography  of  Asia. 

405.  MediaBval  geography. 

406.  Geography  of  continental  Europe. 

—  4061.    The  Ottoman  empire. 

—  4062.    Italy. 

—  4063.    German  countries. 

—  4064.    France. 

—  4065.    The  Netherlands. 

—  4066.    The  Spanish  peninsula. 

—  4067.    Russia. 

—  4068.    Scandinavian  countries. 

—  4069.    Other  Europeau^countries. 

407.  Great  Britain. 

—  4071.    Scotland. 

—  4072.    Ireland. 

—  4073.    Thelnorth  of  England. 

—  4074.    The  east^of  England. 

—  4075.    The  midland  countries. 

—  4076.    Wales. 

—  4077.    The  southern  coast. 

—  4078.    London. 

—  4079.    The  outlying  islands. 

408.  The  United  States. 

—  4083.    The  Pacific  coast. 

—  4084.    ThelRocky  mountain  region. 

—  4085.    The  upper  Mississippi  valley. 

—  4086.    The  lower  Mississippi  valley. 
3 
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408  4087.    The  south  Atlantic  States. 

—  4088.    The  middle  Atlantic  states. 

~  4080.    New  England. 

409.  American  geography.    (Other  than  the  United  States.) 


Class.  Philosophloal  solenoe.  — Class-number,  6. 

500.  Philosophical  science,  in  general. 

501.  The  human  mind. 

502.  History  of  human  thought. 

50^3.  Inter-connection  between  mind  and  body. 

504.  The  reasoning  processes. 

505.  Ethical  duties. 

506.  Religious  duties. 

507.  Theology. 

508.  Organized  religious  movements. 

509.  Inter-connection  of  nature  and  revelation. 


Class.  Natural  solenoe.  — Class-number,  6. 

600.  Natural  science,  in  general. 

601.  Chemical  science. 
603.  Molecular  science. 

603.  Cosroical  science. 

604.  Phenomena  of  the  earth. 

605.  Geology. 

606.  Botany. 

607.  Zoology. 

608.  Human  physiology. 

600.  Inter-development  of  types. 

Class,  Praotloal  solence.  — Class-number.  7. 

700.  Practical  applications,  in  general. 

701.  Agriculture. 

702.  Engineering. 

703.  Building. 

704.  Pneumatic  applications. 

705.  Practical  use  of  animals. 
700.  Practical  care  of  the  body. 

707.  Applications  for  inter-communication. 

70S.  Manufactures. 

709.  Civil  engineering. 

Class,  Social  science.— Class-number,  8. 

800.  Social  science,  in  general. 

801.  Household  economy. 

802.  Public  institutions. 
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603.  Inter-relation  of  individuals. 

804.  Political  economy. 

605.  Rifchts. 

606.  Law. 

807.  Government 

608.  International  relations. 

609.  Progress  of  society. 

NoTE.~801,  (PolltlOMl  eoonomy).  Is  that  tab-diTided : 

8041.  Population. 

8042.  Property  and  value. 

8043.  Labor  and  payment 

8044.  Money. 

8045.  Trade. 

8046.  Kent 

8047.  Taxation. 

8048.  Public  revenue. 

8049.  Other  divisions.         

Class,  Art.  — Class-number,  9. 

^00.  Art,  in  (general. 

901.  Architecture. 

^2.  Sculpture,  etc, 

903.  Ceramic  art. 

904.  Metallic  art 

905.  Drawing. 
90(3.  Painting. 

907.    Engraving,  etc, 

608.    Reproductive  arts. 

909.    Principles  of  taste.  


APPENDIX   NO.  11. 

PROGRESS  T0WAKD8  A  LIBRARY  BUILDING. 

Since  the  close  of  the  period  for  which  this  report  is  rendered,  definite 
action  has  been  taken,  in  the  choice  of  a  plan  for  the  new  library  building. 
At  the  meeting  of  the  trustees,  Jan.  10,  1806,  Messrs.  Stone,  Carpenter  <& 
Willson's  design  and  plans  were  accepted,  as  representing  the  completed 
building  which  it  is  proposed  to  secure  ultimately; — as  soon,  indeed,  as  the 
library's  funds  will  permit  Careful  consideration  was  also  given  to  the  draw- 
ings (from  the  same  firm)  showing  the  partial  or  gradual  completion  of  the 
structure.  After  extended  discussion,  it  was  voted,  without  a  dissenting 
Toice,  that  the  drawings  representing  the  partially  completed  structure,  for 
temporary  occupation,  be  adopted,  and  proceeded  with  at  once. 

It  was  also  voted  that  the  committee  on  lots  be  instructed  to  prepare 
detailed  plans,  with  accurate  estimates,  for  the  partially  completed  building, 
and  present  the  same  at  a  subsequent  meeting  to  be  called  by  the  President 
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The  cost  of  the  structure,  in  its  completed  state,  will  be  $200,000,  and  that 
of  the  portion  now  decided  upon,  $100,000.  The  governing  consideration,  it 
is  evident,  has  been  the  recognition  of  the  fact  that  some  step  in  this  direction 
is  imperatively  necessary;  at  the  same  time  recognizing  the  fact  that  the 
expenditure  of  the  entire  $200,000  would  so  far  exhaust  the  library's  principal 
as  to  imperil  its  annual  income  on  which  it  depends  for  increase  and  main- 
tenance. 

The  library  building,  as  a  whole,  —  as  will  be  seen  by  a  glance  at  the  two 
floor-plans  as  shown,^  —  comprises  two  quite  distinct  portions.  There  is, 
first,  the  Administration  Building,  (so  called  because  it  contains  the  offices 
of  administration,  as  distinguished  from  the  stack,  where  the  books  are  com- 
pactly massed).  This,  being  the  public  portion,  fronts  on  Washington  Street, 
and  is  the  only  portion  seen  in  the  perspective  view  here  shown.  The  other 
is  the  Stack  Building,  occupying  the  rear  of  the  site,  and,  from  the  nature 
of  the  case,  much  more  thoroughly  expressing  the  needs  of  compact  massing, 
rapidity  of  service,  and  other  exemplifications  of  ''the  shortest  distance 
between  two  points,''  than  opportunity  for  extended  architectural  treatment 

It  is  important  to  observe  how  much  less  than  what  the  ultimate  structure 
so  well  secures  will  be  attained  in  the  intermediate  stage  now  to  be  entered 
on.  In  other  words,  besides  a  comparison  between  the  equipment  in  the 
present  quarters  in  Snow  Street  and  the  future  completed  building,  two  other 
comparisons  are  necessary.  These  are  (^)  between  the  Snow  Street  quarters 
and  the  temporary  quarters,  and  (^)  between  the  temporary  quarters  and  the 
completed  quarters.  Some  of  the  details  involved  would  comprise  the  fol- 
lowing: As  between  the  present  quarters  and  a  removal  to  the  temporary 
quarters,  on  the  future  site,  evei-y  consideration  of  protection  against  fire,  of 
sufficient  space  for  distributing,  handling,  and  storing  the  library's  property/^ 
and  of  provision  against  the  deteriorating  agencies  of  dampness,  dust,  and 
injurious  gases,  emphatically  and  conclusively  operates;  and  makes  removal 
imperative.  On  the  other  hand,  as  between  the  temporary  quarters  on  the 
future  site,  and  the  ultimate  building  there  planned  for,  the  former  will 
possess  the  following  undoubted  drawbacks:  the  temporary  occupation  of  cer- 
tain rooms  out  of  their  natural  order  and  apart  from  their  permanent  uses; 
the  consequent  impairing,  to  a  great  extent,  of  the  provision  for  quiet  and 
isolation  shown  above  to  be  so  necessary;  and  also  the  **  dropping  out*'  of  cer- 
tain well-nigh  essential  features  altogether,  for  the  time  being,  and  the  conse- 
quent impairing  of  the  complete  possibilities  of  an  institution  which,  properly 
equipped,  could  accomplish  so  much.  It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  that,  os 
the  principle  that  '*  half  a  loaf  is  better  than  up  bread,"  the  trustees  coald 
take  but  one  view  of  their  duty  in  the  matter.  They  will  steadily  proceed  to 
put  into  execution  the  inadequate  and  incomplete  design  above  outlined,  bat, 
whether  or  not  thoy  shall  be  interrupted  and  supplied  with  the  resources 
necessary  for  securing  the  completed  structure,  it  rests  with  the  public,  whose 
library  it  is,  to  determine.'* 

>  In  the  31onthly  Bulletin,  Jan.,  18V0,  p.  3-11,  will  be  found  a  detailed  desoription  of  tine  biiW- 
inf^,  accompanied  by  floor-plana  and  a  per«ipective  view.  See  also  the  February  namber,  (opp- 
p.  39),  for  a  better  rendering  of  the  view  of  the  building.  The  aboTe  acooant  it  in  part  itpt^ 
duced  from  these  bulletins  and  the  daily  press. 
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Putnam's  (G,  P.)  Sonn,  New  York. . 
Queen  and  Compitny,  PInladelphU,  I 
Rand  Drill  Companj,  New  York.... 
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Mixer,  Charleh  „.,  numiord  Falls,  Me \ \\'.'.'.'\ . . .  -I'.'^^^l^:^ 

Morae.  Piofenaor  Edward  S.,  Salem,  Ms*?^.!^^'-^ 
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Istional  Switch  and  Sifcnal  Co.,  Euton,  Pa. . 
tow  Enslaoii  Cotton  Hsnufnoturera'  Association.  . 
lew    Englaod    Hiatoric    Genealogical    Society, 

Boston,  MaM 

Jew  EuRland  Society,  New  York. . 

law  England  Staaten  Zeitnug,  Pnblisbera   of, 

BoRton.  Mate 

Jew  Tork  Air  Brake  Company,  New  York.. 
itnr  Tork  Building  Loan,  and   Banking   Co., 
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{•W-Charch  Review,  Publiahers  of,  Boston. . 
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Hweraon,  Edward  I. 
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_   W,  C,  New  Tork 
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-.',  LoTi 
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,  Edward  D 

,  Waldo  A.,  Boston,  Mass 

it«phen  I 

.  Professor  John 

'Ivania  Il'ispital.  Philadelphia,  Pa 

'Ivania  Library  Club 

}  Institute  for  the  Ulind,  Boston,  Mass.. 

t  A  Phillips  Company 

Kdo  Journal.  Publisliers  of,  London,  Eng. . 
Record,  Publishers  of,  Washington,  D.  C. 

I,  Howard  W 

moe  Art  Club 

inoe  Athletic  Association 

moe  Journal  Co 

inoe  Society  tor  Oi-ganizing^  Cliarily . 

University  Agricultural  Experiment  Sta- 

Leaflets,  Publishers  of,  Salem,  Mass. . 

'8  (G,  P.)  Son".  New  Tork 

nd  Company,  Philadelphia,  Pa 

)rill  Company,  Sew  Tork 
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[Tbcre  bart  >lKb««n  rec«l*«d  •cparal*  Dumbtra  fyomUic  pnbUthen  of  the  fallairiif  ixriDdl- 
«*!■:  AdTBDM  Id  Kdocallun,  LiH  Aniel'i-  Cal.;  Amarkno  Jonroal  of  Sndoloxj,  Chleafo.  in.; 
ArchBDlDilit,Colainbui,  O.;  ArU,  Cblca^a,  III.;  B&Dner  orOold,  Cbiia«o,  III.:  Bnakmu.Nn 
York;  Brawnlns.  Klag,  fc  Co.'i  Illnitrilcd  HoDlblx,  ProTidenoc;  BulMInK  and  L«i>a  Sen. 
New  Yorki  Ckllforaia  DselilaDi,  Sao  FrkoolHo,  Cal.;  Chapcrone,  St.  Loali,  Ho.;  Cbi  PU 
CHakctl,  Newark,  N.  J.;  Cltr  and  Slate,  Phtlidelpbla.  P*.;  Commonwralth,  Naw  Yert^ 
CranitoQ  Cltr  Tlmai,  Aabnrn,  B.  I.;  CDrrent  Eienu,  Boekillle,  Ut-i  KTenlag  Neva,  PaaadeM, 
Cal.;  FllafiendaBlilKer,  Unoleli.Gfrinaii)';  Fllihl,  Balilmon,  Ud.;  Food,  Borne,  aod  Gaidti. 
FblUdelphla,Pa.;  Fort  Wortb  Qaielte.Fort  Worth,  T«]c.i  Fnedom,  Boatoo,  Haea.;  GnpU 
IiODdoD,  Bnx-;  Herald.  Lot  Angelei,  Cal-i  Heiperlao,  St.  Loula,  Ho.;  Luieaater  I Btelll|tiHr, 
I^noMlar.  Pa.;  Lend  *  Band.  Boitoo,  HaH.;  Liberator,  Nortoa.  Kaoa. ;  Loral  ABcrlcai. 
Laatlng.Hleh.;  Nerve,  Eureka, Cal.;  New  Han,  Beloll.  Kaoa.;  Newport  Con*a«tloB  JobimI, 
.  Newport,  R.  1.;  NortbweatHrn  Jonmal  of  Ediuallan,  LiDooln,  Nab. ;  NoraerlBa  and  Orebuli, 
LouiilaDa,  Ho.;  Public  Spirit,  New  Toik;  SanltarUn,  BrooklrD,  N.  Y.;  Self-Cullst*,  Clikap- 
III.;  Sioux  Cltr  Jouraal,  SloaxCltr,  la.;  Sonlhera  Bobool,  Leilngloo,  E^.;  Sacar  Baet,  f^l^ 
^Ipbla,  Pa.;  Youra  Truly,  Protldeaoe.] 
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RECAPITULATION  OP  GIFTR. 


Division  A.,  (gifts). 


Division  B.,  (gifU) 


Division  C,  (exchanges) 


Aggregate. 


Less  duplicates. 
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6831 
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OB 

eS  S  o    . 
2    .  c  * 

0)  O)  *'' 


12  volumes. 
3,604  numbers. 

57  bulletins. 
3  broadsides. 

3  atlases. 

1  photograph. 

285  numbers. 
1  bulletin. 
1  atlas. 
1  map. 

300  numbers. 
1  broadside. 

12  volumes. 
4,2*58  numbers. 

58  bulletins. 
6  broadsides. 

4  atlases. 
1  map. 

1  photograph. 


*  Net  increase  by  gift, etc.,  "vol antes"  and  ** report*/' counted  as  " acoesaiont,*'  (578-|-«S 
l,2fil. 
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LIBRARY  BBRVICB. 

William  £.  Foster,  Librarian,        Edward  C.  Bezby,  Aaaiatant  Librarian. 

DAY  FORCE. 

Miss  Alice  B.  Borden,  (Orderinji^  Department). 
Miss  Rose  Collinqham,  (Res^istration  Ddpartment). 
Miss  M.  Isabel  Emerson,  (Card  Catalogue). 
Miss  Mabel  E.  Emerson,  (Information  Desk). 
Miss  Mat  C.  Essex,  (Delivery  Desk). 
Miss  Adelaide  C.  Gale,  (Accession  Department). 

EVENINO  FORCE. 

Arthur  G.  Host,  (Receivinfj^  Desk). 
Miss  Lilian  F.  Keith,  (Delivery  Desk). 
Henry  H.  Waterman,  (Information  Desk). 

sunday  and  holiday  force. 
Miss  Sarah  F.  Murray. 


NOTB.— Two  fMtares  aiuallj  found  in  the  anna*I  report  are  thii  year  omittedf^namelj,  the 
elattifleil  liet  of  periodicals  received,  and  the  li«t  of  periodicals  needed  to  complete  sets.  Both 
of  tbete  sets  will  appear  In  a  forthcoming  number  of  the  Monthly  Bulletin . 

In  printing  the  Hit  of  Action  percentages  at  p.  28  of  this  report,  occasion  has  been  taken  to 
eorreet  an  obrions  typographical  error  at  p.  18  of  the  Sd  annual  report. 
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Taxes,  widening  Washington  Street,  etc 771  91 

New  building 16,158  00 

Architects'  services,  etc •  157  00 

Borrowed  money  paid 2,572  44 

46,196  62 

Balance  cash  on  hand  Dec.  31,  1896 72  26 

$46,268  88 
PROVIDENCE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY, 

S.   H.   TiNGLEY, 

Treasurer. 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT. 


To  THE  Board  of  Trustees  : 

Gentlemen  :  —  I  have  the  honor  to  present  herewith  my  nineteenth 
annual  report,  covering  the  operations  of  the  year  1896. 

GENERAL   STATEMENT.^ 

The  number  of  volumes  in  the  library  one  year  ago  was  75,559.' 
During  the  past  year  the  total  accessions  have  been4,909,3  comprising  (1) 
8,482  volumes  obtained  by  purchase;^  (2)  331  entered  as  transfers^, 
exchanges^,  etc. ;  and  (3)  1 ,096  gifts  from  various  sources,  (enumerated 
in  Appendix  No.  10)  ;  making,  therefore,  after  deducting  the  320  vol- 
umes'^ withdrawn  during  the  year,  a  present  total  of  80,148.® 

THE    year's    growth.® 

The  total  accessions  of  the  year  (4,909)  although  three  times  surpassed 
in  extent  during  the  past  ten  years,  ^^  have  proved  a  source  of  ever-increas- 
ing embarrassment,  owing  to  the  lack  of  space.  In  fact,  had  the  contents 
of  two  other  collections^^  which  have  come  into  the  possession  of  tbe 
library  during  the  year,  been  deposited  here  also,  it  would  probably  hare 
been  necessary  to  suspend  operations  or  obtain  relief;  but  they  were 
stored    elsewhere,    awaiting  the  completion  of  the    new   building.     The 


1  See  Appendix  No.  2;  also  No.  3. 

*  See  18tb  Annual  report,  p.  S. 

*  Sec  Appendix  No.  2;  also  No.  9. 

*  8e«  Appendix  No.  8;  also  No.  4. 

*  Including  those  first  obtained  as  pamphlets,  and  since  bound. 

^  For  those  received  by  exchanj^e,  see  Appendix  No.  10;  Division  C. 
"  See  Appendix  No.  4. 

*  See  Appendixs  No.  2;  also  Nos.  3  and  5. 
'^  See  Appendixes,  2,  8,  4,  6. 

>o  In  1889,  5,044;  in  1890,  0,649;  and  in  1898.5,{H9. 

^1  These  are  respectively  the  valuable  private  library  of  the  late  Mr.  Alfred  M.  Williams,  left 
to  the  library  in  his  will ;  and  a  collection  of  United  States  government  pabllcatlons  from  Hon. 
Oscar  Lapham.  In  all,  the  volumes  belonging  to  the  library  are  now  stored  In  four  differeat 
buildings,  situated  on  as  many  different  streets,  namely:  Whitmarth  Street,  Ontral  Street, 
Snow  Street,  and  Moulton  Street.  In  the  figures  above  recorded,  only  the  Tolamet  atored  at 
Snow  Street  and  Muulton  Street  are  included,  since  it  hai  not  yet  been  poulble  to  do  aaythiif 
with  the  others. 
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library's  list  of  periodicHls,  serials,  and  annuals,  also,  has  been  mate- 
rially enlarged  during  the  year,  and  this,  like  the  collection  of  reference 
books,  has  been  forced  to  *^  colonize  "  in  various  temporary  places,  the 
space  properly  assigned  to  it  being  exhausted.  The  one  thing  which  has 
been  a  source  of  satisfaction  and  pleasure  to  the  readers,  in  connection 
with  the  new  books,  has  been  the  open  bookcase  outside  the  counter. 

Mr.  Alfred  M.  Williams  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees in  1888,  and  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Library  Committee  in  the 
same  year.  From  that  time  until  his  death,  on  the  9th  of  last  March,  his 
intlueuce  was  a  constant  and  a  most  valuable  one,  in  the  purchases  made  by 
this  library.  In  his  will,  he  gives  to  this  library  all  of  his  ^^  printed  books, ^ 
with  the  request  that  those  relating  to  Irish,  Scotch,  and  Celtic  literature 
and  folk  lore,  with  such  others  as  the  librarian  may  choose,  may  be  kept 
for  reference,  and  in  a  place  suitably  marked,"  as  his  bequest.  Besides 
this,  the  will  also  provides  that,  on  the  death  of  one  of  his  heirs,  the  resi- 
due of  his  estate  is  to  ^^  be  conveyed  to  the  Providence  Public  Library  for 
its  general  uses  and  purposes  forever." 

THE   library's   SCHEME    OF    CATALOGUING. 

Since  the  Monthly  Bulletin  contains  each  month  a  record  of  all  the  addi- 
tions to  the  library  during  the  month,  it  is  easy  to  cut  out  these  printed 
entries,  and,  by  mounting  them  on  catalogue-cards,  make  them  a  part  of 
the  card-catalogue.^  This  has  been  done  for  the  past  two  years,  so  that 
now  and  for  the  future  the  new  portions  of  the  card -catalogue  will  be 
printed  cards,  instead  of  manuscript  cards.  One  more  measure,  more 
recently  undertaken,  will  ensure,  in  course  of  time,  this  printed  quality  to 
the  older  as  well  as  the  newer  portions,  namely,  the  printing  of  the  class 
lists,  by  monthly  instalments,  in  the  Monthly  Bulletin.  It  will,  in  fact, 
have  still  other  advantages  than  this,  for  it  will  replace  the  manuscript  class 
lists,  —  now  so  constantly  handled  by  readers  as  to  be  soiled  and  worn 
beyond  repair, — by  printed  lists,  one  great  advantage  of  which  is  that, 
as  they  exist  in  multiform  copies,  a  fresh  copy  can  at  any  time  be 
substituted. 


^  Tbete  oomprite  a  little  over  3,000  volumes,  and  are  appralted  at  $5,700. 

*  For  the  accetclons  of  the  past  ilx  years,  (or  since  the  appearance  of  the  "  Finding  list  **) , 
the  card^atalogue  exists  in  duplicate.  Of  the  two  sets,  one  is  kept  inside,  for  the  use  of  the 
library  staff;  and  the  other  outside,  for  the  general  public.  Tbe  reader,  therefore,  by  no  means 
has  to  wait  until  the  printed  card  is  ready,  for  the  entry  in  the  card-catalogue,  since  lie  has  it 
accessible  to  him,  as  a  .manuscript  card,  within  the  next  few  days  after  the  book  is  purehas«d. 
But  when  the  printed  card  Is  ready,  it  Is  substituted  for  the  written  card  in  the  catalofue  out- 
side,  and  the  written  card  is  then  transferred  to  the  other  catalogue. 
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THE   year's  use. 


The  total  number  of  volumes  charged  for  home  use  during  the  past  year 
is  118,175,  larger  than  in  any  previous  year,  and  very  far  in  advance  of 
what  the  librarian  had  been  led  to  expect  during  the  year,  in  view  of  the 
increasing  difficulties  of  administration.  Indeed  the  entire  routine  of  the 
Delivery  Desk  has  been  so  greatly  complicated  during  these  past  few 
months,  that  not  only  have  fewer  books  actually  been  issued  than  would 
otherwise  have  been  the  case,  but  even  with  those  which  have  been  issued, 
the  confusing  remoTals  of  classes,  and  parts  of  classes,  from  one  place  to 
another,  and  the  consequently  greater  distances  to  be  traversed  by  the  mes- 
sengers in  bringing  the  books,  have  necessarily  added  materially  to  the 
length  of  time  which  the  reader  has  had  to  wait. 

Little  change,  except  in  the  nature  of  fluctuation,  is  to  be  observed  in 
the  number  of  volumes  issued  in  the  respective  classes.  The  total  use  of 
fiction  for  the  year  is  72,817,  (namely,  adult  fiction,  51,111,  and  juvenile 
fiction,  21,706).  The  other  entries  under  the  head  of  ^'  Literary  classes,'' 
are  as  follows :  Poetry  and  drama,  3,145  ;  periodicals,  (literary  and  gen- 
eral), 122 ;  essays,  complete  works  of  authors,  etc.,  9,406. 

In  connection  with  the  use  of  the  library  for  reference  purposes,  the 
^^ recorded  use"  has  still  diminished,  as  predicted  in  former  anoual 
reports,  while  the  reference  use  itself  has  steadily  increased.  Few  more 
striking  instances  of  a  privilege  growing  by  what  it  feeds  on  are  to  be 
noticed,  than  in  connection  with  the  work  of  the  Information  Desk,  which 
not  infrequently  demands  not  merely  the  entire  time  of  the  one  clerk 
assigned  to  that  desk,  but  that  of  several  others  assisting  her. 

But  it  is  also  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  never  before  has  the  librar/ 
offered  so  unfavorable  conditions  for  the  uses  to  be  made  of  it  by  the  seri- 
ous student  or  investigator.  The  Reading-Room,  always  overcrowded, 
has  been  more  than  ever  subject  to  interruptions  during  the  past  year  J 
and  the  comparative  measure  of  quiet — so  desirable  in  careful  studies,— 
has  been  difficult  to  secure. 

the  new  building. 

Ground  was  broken,  on  the  3d  of  August,  for  the  "  fragment  "^  of  the 
building  which  at  that  time  seemed  to  be  all  that  there  would  be  a  possi- 


1  It  has  been  necessary  to  increase  the  number  of  chftirs  in  the  Reading  Room,  froa  u 
allowance  of  six  to  each  table,  so  as  to  supply  nearly  every  table  with  eight,  with  the  lesvU  of 
too  close  a  crowding  for  comfort. 

3  Since  the  close  of  the  period  for  which  this  report  is  made,  a  manlfloent  gift  from  a  aoit 
generous  friend  of  the  library  has  made  It  possible  to  proceed  at  onoe  with  the  oompktioaof  tbe 
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bility  of  coDStructiDg  for  some  time  to  come.  Of  the  two  contracts  already 
passed  upon,  the  largest,  (for  the  builder's  work,  exclusive  of  shelving, 
furnishing,  etc.,)  was  awarded  to  John  W.  Bishop  &  Co.,  of  Providence, 
for  about  $67,000.00.  The  contract  for  the  ^' stack  construction,"  (i.e., 
the  interior  of  the  Stack  Building,  including  everything  in  fact,  but  the 
exterior  masonry  walls  of  that  building),  has  been  awarded  to  the  Fenton 
Metallic  Manufacturing  Company,  of  Jamestown,  N.  Y.,  for  $21,045.00. 
To  these  will  need  to  be  added  the  separate  contracts  for  heating,  lighting, 
plumbing,  furnishing,  etc. 

LIBRART  COOPERATION. 

The  three  largest  libraries  of  Providence  have  found  it  possible  to  unite, 
iu  a  quite  exceptional  degree,  in  measures  of  cooperation.  These  in- 
clude not  merely  measures  relating  to  accessions,  t>ut  also  those  relating 
to  cataloguing  and  to  the  use  of  the  books.  There  has  seldom  been  a  year 
when  this  library  had  not  at  least  one  member  of  its  board  who  was  also 
a  member  of  one  of  the  other  two  library  boards ;  and  the  obvious  advan- 
tage of  thus  securing  an  intelligent  point  of  view  in  shaping  the  policy  of 
them  both,  has  been  very  marked.  Another  important  help  in  the  same 
direction  has  been  the  monthly  meeting  of  the  librarians  of  the  three  libra- 
ries, held  during  the  past  two  years.  The  Monthly  Bulletin  issued  by 
this  library  has  appeared  to  supply  a  convenient  medium  for  indicating 
whether  a  given  accession  is  in  more  than  one  of  the  libraries,  and  in 
which  of  them.  Lastly,  the  very  admirable  new  constitution  adopted  by 
the  Providence  Athenaeum  in  1895,  in  which  the  most  careful  attention 
was  paid  to  all  practicable  measures  of  cooperation  with  the  other  two 
libraries,  makes  it  almost  possible  to  say,  absolutely,  that  in  this  com- 
munity any  book  needed,  for  purposes  of  serious  study,  is  made  accessible 
to  the  scholar  who  needs  it,  no  matter  in  which  one  of  the  libraries  it  may 
belong. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WILLIAM  E.  FOSTER, 

Librarian, 
February  12,  18^7. 


entire  building,  noooitUng  to  the  orlfinal  plans.  The  annoanoement  on  the  0th  of  February, 
1697,  of  a  gift  from  Mr.  John  Nicholas  Brown,  of  $200,000.00,  for  the  completion  of  the  bailding, 
la  not  only  noteworthy  among  the  gifts  thus  far  made  in  this  community  for  public  purposes, 
but  Is  inexpressibly  welcome  for  the  relief  which  it  affords,  fh>m  the  depressing  situation 
which  conf^nted  the  library. 


LIST  OF  APPENDICES  TO  LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT. 


Appendix  No.    1.  List  of  periodicaln,  serials,  and  annuals,  regularly  received. 

**  '*      2.  General  statement  of  the  year's  growth. 

*^  **      3.  Sources  of  accessions. 

'*  ^^      4.  Gross  and  net  increase  of  the  year. 

''  *^      5.  Classification  of  accessions. 

**  ^'      6.  Registration,  tabulated  by  wards. 

"  **      7.  Circulation. 

''  '*      8.  Rank  of  months  in  circulation  and  registration. 

"•  **      0.  Accessions,  circulation,  and  registration  for  nineteen  years. 

'*  '^10.  Acknowledgment  of  gifts,  exchanges,  etc. 

**  '*    11.  Library  service. 


NINETEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT.  7 

APPENDIX  NO.  1. 

LIST     OF     PEUIODICALS,     SERIALS,     AND     ANNUALS     REGULARLY     RECEIVED.^ 

[The  atterlsk  (*)  indicates  »  publication  reeelTed  eitlier  bjrfllt  or  exchange.] 

A.    General  list  cf  periodicals,^ 

Academy,  (weekly).  Architectural  Review,  (8  times  a  year). 

Albany  Law  Journal,*  (weekly).  Architecture  and  Building,*  (weekly).^ 

Amateur  Sportsman,*  (monthly).  Arena,  (monthly). 

American  Architect,    **  Imperial    edi-  Argus,*  (weekly). 

tion,^*  (weekly).  Art  Amateur,  (monthly). 
Same.     **  International  edition/**  Art  Interchange,  (monthly). 

(weekly).^  Art  Journal,  (monthly). 

American  Engineer,  Car  Builder  and  Art  (L')  pour  Tons,  (monthly). 

Railroad  Journal,  (monthly).  AthenaBum,  (weekly). 

American  Gardening,  (weekly).  Atlantic  Medical  Weekly,*  (weekly.) 

American  Historical  Register,  (month-  Atlantic  Monthly,  (monthly). 

ly).  Auk,  (quarterly). 

Americau  Historical  Review,  (quarter-  Baby  Pathfinder,  (monthly). 

ly).  Bank  Notes,*  (bi-monthly). 

American  History  Leaflets,  (bi-month-  Bankers'  Magazine,  (monthly). 

ly).  Banking  Law  Journal,*  (monthly). 

American  Jewess,*  (monthly).  Biblia,*  (monthly). 

American     Journal    of    Archaaology,  Biblical  World,  (monthly). 

(quarterly).  Birds,  (monthly). 

American    Journal    of    Numismatics,  Blackwood* s, (English  edition),  (month- 

(quarterly).  ly). 

American  Journal  of  Philology,  (quar-  Book  News,*  (monthly). 

terly).  Book  Notes,  (fortnightly). 

American  Journal  of  Science,  (month-  Book  Reviews,*  (monthly). 

ly).  Bookman,  (monthly). 

American  Journal  of  Sociology,   (bi-  Bookseller,  (monthly). 

monthly).  Bradstreet's,  (weekly). 

American  Lawyer,*  (monthly).  British     Journal     of     Photography, 

American  Machinist,  (weekly).  (weekly). 

American  Monthly  Microscopical  Jour-  Brown   Daily  Herald,    (daily,    during 

nal,  (monthly).  term). 

American  Naturalist,  (monthly).  Brown  Magazine,  (9  nos.  per  year). 

Animals'  Friend,*  (monthly).  Brunonian,  (30  nos.  per  year). 

Appalachia,  (occasional).  Builder,  (weekly). 

Appleton's  Popular  Science  Monthly,  Bulletin  Mensuel,*  (monthly). 

(monthly).  Cabinet  Maker,  (monthly). 

Architectural  Record,  (quarterly).  Canada  Law  Journal,*  (semi-monthly). 


1  Revlned  to  April  30, 1897;  total,  483. 

*  See  list  B,  following  this,  for  serials,  etc.,  in  a  separate  alphabet. 

*  At  end  of  year. 

*  Gift. 
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APPENDIX  NO.  \,— continued. 

Cas8ier*8  Magazine,  (monthly).  Electrical  Enf^neering,  (monthly). 

Catalogue  Mensuel,*  (monthly).  Electrical  World,  (weekly). 

Catholic     Reading     Circle    Review,*  Elektrotechnische  Zeit»chrift,   (week- 

(monthly).  ly). 

Catholic  World,  (monthly).  Engineering,  (weekly). 

Centralblatt     fiir     Bibliothekswesen,  Engineering  Magazine,  (monthly). 

(monthly).  Engineering  News,  (weekly). 

Century,  (monthly).  Engineering  Record,  (weekly). 

Charities  Review,  (8  nos.  per  year).         English  Historical  Review,  (quarterly). 
Chautauquan,  (monthly).  English  Illustrated  Magazine,  (month- 

Christian  Science  Journal,*  (monthly).         ly). 
Citizen,  (monthly).  English  Mechanic,  (weekly). 

Club,  Bench,    Bar,   and    Professional  Esp^rance,  (L'),*  (semi- weekly).' 

Life  of  Rhode  Island,*  (occasional).  Fibre  and  Fabric,  (weekly). 
Collector,  (Trumble*s),  (semi-monthly).  Forest  and  Stream,  (weekly). 
Colorado  School  Journal,  (with  Book-  Fortnightly  Review,  (English  edition), 

Leaf),*  (monthly).  (monthly). 

Commercial  and  Financial  Chronicle,*  Forum,  (monthly). 

(weekly).^  Free  Thought  Magazine,*  (monthly). 

Contemporary  Review,  (English   edi-  Graelic  Journal,  (monthly). 

tion),  (monthly).  Grarden  and  Forest,  (weekly). 

Cook's  Excursionist,*  (monthly).  Geographical  Journal,*  (monthly). 

Cosmopolitan,-  (monthly).  Good  Government,  (monthly). 

Critic,  (weekly).  Granite  Monthly,  (monthly). 

Critical  Review,  (quarterly).  Great  Round  World,*  (weekly). 

Cumulative  Index  to  a  Selected  List  of  Green  Bag,*  (monthly). 

Periodicals,  (monthly).  Gymnasium,*  (monthly). 

Current  Events,*  (monthly).  Harper's  Bazar  (weekly). 

Current  History,  (quarterly).  Harper's  Magazine,  (monthly). 

Current  Literature,  (monthly).  Harper's  Round  Table,  (weekly). 

Cycling  Chronicle,*  (weekly).  Harper's  Weekly,  (weekly). 

Decorator  and  Furnisher,  (monthly).      Harvard  Graduates'  Magazine,*  (qaar- 
Deutsche  Rundschau,  (monthly).  terly). 

Dial,  (semi-monthly).  Holy  Cross  Purple,*  (monthly). 

Digest  of  Physical  Tests  and  Labora-  Illustrated  American,  (weekly). 

tory  Practice,*  (quarterly).  Illustrated  London  News,  (weekly). 

Dinc^ler's     Polytechnisches     Journal,  Illustrazione  Italiana,  (weekly). 

(weekly).  Indians'  Friend,  (monthly). 

Edinburgh   Review,  (English  edition).  Industries  and  Iron,  (weekly). 

(quarterly).  Inland  Printer,  (monthly). 

Education,  (monthly).  International  Journal  of  Ethics,  (quar- 

Educational  Review,  (10  nos.  per  year).  terly). 


'  At  end  of  year. 

«  Central  Falls. 

s  Including  the  "  Proceedings  "  of  the  Rojal  Geographical  Society. 

•Gift. 


NINETBEMTH  ANNUAL  REPORT.  9 

APPENDIX  NO.  ly"  continued. 

Investor,*  (weekly).  Monthly  List  of  New    Publications,* 

Iron  A^e,  (weekly).  (Steohert),  (monthly). 

Jeweler's  Weekly,*  (weekly).  Monthly  Record  of  Scientific  Litera- 

Jewish  Messenger,  (weekly).  ture,*  (Van   Nostrand),    (month- 

Journal  of  American  Ethnology  and         ly). 

Archaeology,  (annual).  Mount  Airy  Worhl,*  (weekly). 

Journal  of  Education,  (weekly).  Municipal  Engineering,  (monthly). 

Journal  of  Political  Economy,  (Univer-  Music,  (monthly).' 

sity  of  Chicago),  (quarterly).  Nation,  (weekly). 

Journal  of  Zoophily,*  (monthly).  National  Review,  (monthly). 

Judge,  (weekly).  Nature,  (weekly). 

Kindergarten  Magazine,  (monthly).        New  Century  Journal,*  (monthly). 
L.  A.  W.  Bulletin  and  Good  Roads,^  New  Earth,*  (monthly) 

(weekly).  New  England  Historical  and  Grenea- 

Ladies*  Home  Journal,  (monthly).  logical  Register,  (quarterly). 

Land  of  Sunshine.*  (monthly).  New  England  Homestead,  (weekly). 

Library,  (monthly).  New  England  Magazine,  (monthly). 

Library  Journal,  (monthly).  New  England  Staaten  Zeitnng,*  (week- 

Life,  (weekly).  ly). 

Lippincott's  Magazine,  (monthly).  New  World,  (quarterly). 

Literary  Digest,*  (weekly).  New-Church  Review,*  (quarterly). 

Literary  News,  (monthly).  Nineteenth  Century,  (English  edition). 

Literary  World,  (fortnightly).  (monthly). 

Litteirs  Living  Age,  (weekly).  North  American  Review,  (monthly). 

Locomotive,*  (monthly).  Notes  and  Queries,  (London),  (week- 

M[a]cClure's  Magazine,  (monthly).  ly). 

Maine  Bugle,  (quarterly).  Observer,  (monthly). 

Manufacturers'  Record,  (weekly).  Official  Statements  of  the  Providence 

Manufacturing  Jeweller,  (weekly).  Banks,*  (quarterly). 

Mat^riaux  et  Documents  d^Architec-  Old  South  Leaflets,  (occasional). 

ture,  etc.,  (monthly).  Open  Court,*  (monthly). 

Memorial  de  la  Librairie    FrauQaise,  Our  Dumb  Animals,  (monthly). 

(weekly).  Outing,  (monthly). 

Microscope,  (monthly).  Overland  Monthly,  (monthly). 

Mineral  Collector,*  (monthly).  Pacific  Northwest,*  (monthly). 

Modern  Art,  (quarterly).  Pall  Mall  Magazine,  (monthly). 

Monthly  Bulletin  of  Foreign  Litera-  Paradise     of    the    Pacific,*    (month- 

ture,«  (Dyrsen  «&  Pfeififer),  (month-         ly).'^ 

ly).  Pedagogical    Seminary,    (3    times    a 

Monthly   Bulletin    of   World    Litera-         year.) 

ture,*     (Lemcke     «&     Buechner),  Petermann*s    Mltteilungen,*    (month- 

(monthly).  ly.) 


1  L.  A.  W.;  i.  e.,  League  of  American  Wheelmen. 
*  Honolulu. 
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Petits  !^ifice8  Historiques,  (moDthly).  Rhode  Islander,*  (weekly). 

Phonetic  Journal,*  (weekly).  Rhodes'  Journal  of  Banking  and  Bauk- 

Phonographic  Magazine,*(8emi-month-         ers'  Magazine,  (monthly). 

ly).  St.  Nicholas,  (monthly). 

Physical  Review,  (Cornell  University),  Saturday  Review,  (weekly). 

(bi-monthly).  Science,  (weekly). 

Poet- Lore,*  (monthly).  Scientific  American,  (weekly). 

Political  Science  Quarterly,  (Columbia  Scientific      American       Supplement, 

University),  (quarterly).  (weekly). 

Popular  Astronomy,  (10  times  a  year).  Scribner^s  Magazine,  (monthly). 
Portfolio,^    (quarterly;   with    2    extra  Searcher,  The,*  (semi-monthly). 

nos.)  Skandinavia,*  (weekly). 

Postal  Record,*  (monthly).  Sound  Currency,*  (semi-monthly). 

Proportional  Representation   Review,  Speaker,  (weekly). 

(quarterly).  Spectator,  (weekly). 

Providence  Daily  Journal,*  (daily).         Street  Railway  Journal,  (monthly). 
Providence     Journal     of    Commerce,  Sunday  School  Times,  (weekly). 

(monthly).  Superior  (Wis.)  Leader,*  (daily). 

Providence  Sunday  Journal,*  (weekly).  Techniker,  Der,*  (monthly). 
Providence  Visitor,*  (weekly).  Tennessee       University       Magazine.* 

Public  Libraries,  (monthly).  (monthly). 

Public  Opinion,  (weekly).  Textile  Manufacturer,  (monthly). 

Publishers'  Weekly,  (weekly).  Textile  World,*  (monthly). 

Puck,  (weekly).  Travelers'  Record.*  (monthly). 

Punch,  (weekly).  Triangle,*  (fortnightly). 

Putnam's  Monthly    Historical    Maga-  Tuftonian,*  (monthly). 

zine,  (monthly).  Tufts  Weekly,*  (weekly). 

Quarterly  Journal  of  Economics,  (Uar-  Ueber  Land  und  Meer,  (weekly). 

yard  University),  (quarterly).  United  Service,  (monthly). 

Quarterly  Review,    (English   edition),  University   Law  Review,*  (9  nos.  per 

(quarterly).  year). 

Railroad  Gazette,  (weekly).  Vegetarian  Messenger,*  (monthly). 

Reader,  (monthly).  Washington  Book  Chronicle,*  (tjuar- 

Review      of      Reviews,     (American),  terly). 

(monthly).  Westminster    Review,     (English    edi- 

Revue  (La)  de  Paris,  (semi-monthly.)  tion),  (monthly). 

Revue  des  Deux  Mondes,  (semi-month-  Whist,  (monthly). 

ly).  Wilson's      Photographic       Magazine. 

Revue      Encyclopedique,     (Larousse),         (monthly). 

(semi-monthly).  Women's  Journal,*  (weekly). 

Revue  Internationale  des  Archives  des  Yale  Review,  (quarterly). 

Biblioth^ques  et  des  Musees,*  (3  Youth's  Companion,  (weekly). 

nos.  per  year).^  Total,  i'-V». 


'  Successor  to  Hamerton's  publication. 
•  To  be  discotitioued  during  1897. 
♦Gift. 
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APPENDIX  NO.  1,— cow^twued. 
B.     Serial  publications y^  chiefly  of  organizations^^  governments^  etc, 

Alabama,  State  of.    Agricultural  Ex-  American  Society  of  Civil  Engineers. 

periment  Station.  Bulletin,*  (occa-         Proceedings,  (monthly). 

sional).  American  Society  of  Mechanical  En^i- 

American  Academy   of    Political  and         neers.    Transactions,  (biennial). 

Social  Science.  Annals,  (bi-month-  American   Statistical   Association. 

ly).  Quarterly  Publications,  (quarter- 

American  Antiquarian  Society.    Pro-         ly). 

ceedings,  (semi-annual).  Archaeological  Institute  of    America. 

American  Association  for  the  Advance-         Bulletin  of    Classical    Studies  at 

ment   of    Science.     Proceedings,         Athens,  (occasional). 

(annual).  Papers,  (occasional). 

American  Banks's  Association.    Pro-  Bayerische  Kunstgewerbe Verein. 

ceedings,*  (annual).  Zeitschrift,  (monthly). 

American  Bar  Association.    Reports,*  Brown  University.      Papers  from  the 

(annual).  Historical  Seminary,*  (occasional). 

American  Economic  Association.  Pub- Bureau     of    American     Republics. 

lications,  (bi-monthly).  Monthly  Bulletin,*  (monthly). 

American  Folk-lore  Society.    Jonnial  Cambridge     Entomological     Club 

of  American  Folk-lore. (quarterly).  Psyche,  (monthly.) 

Memoirs,  (occasional).  Catholic    University    of    America. 

American  Forestry  Association.    Pro-         Catholic  University   Bulletin,* 

ceedings,*  (quarterly).  (quarterly). 

American  Historical  Association.    An-  Catholic    University    Chronicle,* 

nual  Report,*  (annual).  (monthly). 

American  Institute  of  Architects.  Pro-  Colorado  State  of.    State  Agricultural 

ceedings,*  (annual).  Experiment    Station.      Bulletin,* 

American  Institute  of  Electrical  Engi-         (occasional). 

gineers.    Transactions,  (monthly).  Columbia  University.    Studies  in  His- 
American  Institute  of  Mining  Engi-         tory.  Economics,  etc.,  (occasional). 

neers.    Transactions,  (annual).         University  Bulletin,*    (bi-month- 

American  Iron  and  Steel  Association.         ly). 

Bulletin,  (occasional).  Connecticut,  State  of.    State  Agricul- 

American    Library  Association.    Pro-         tural  Experiment  Station.    Annual 

ceedings,  (annual.)                                     report,*  (annual). 
American  Public  Health  Association.  Storrs    Agricultural    Experiment 

Journal,  (quarterly).  Station.      Bulletin,*  (occasional). 

American  Social  Science  Association.  C  o  r  n  e  1 1    University.     Agricultural 

Journal    of    Social    Science,  (an-         Experiment    Station.      Bulletin,* 

nual).  (monthly). 


'1  The  alphabetical  order  is  by  the  name  of  the  organization. 
>  See  list  C,  following  this,  for  **  annuals." 

•Gin. 
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Dante  Society    .  [Cambridge,    Mass.]  Iron   and   Steel    Institute,   (London)* 
Annual  reports,*  (annual).  Journal,  (annual). 

Delaware,  State  of.    State  Afi^rioultuFal  Johns  Hopkins  Universitj.  Circulars,* 
Experiment  Station,*  (monthly).  (monthly  during  term). 

Egypt    Exploration    Fund.     Publica Studies  in  Historical  and  Political 

tions,*  (occasional).  Science,  (monthly), 

Essex  Institute.  Bulletin.*  (quarterly).  Same.  Extra  volumes,  (occasional). 

— -H  i  s  t  o  r  i  c  a  1  Collections,*  (quar-  Kansas,  State  of.   Agricultural  Experi- 
terly).  ment   Station.    Bulletin,*    (occa- 

Field  Columbian  Museum,  (Chicago).         sional). 

Bulletin,*  (occasional).  Kentucky,  State  of.    Agricultural  Ex- 

Filson     Club.      Publications,     (occa-         pedment  Station.  Bulletin,*  (occa- 
sional).^ sional). 

Florida,  State  of.     State  Agricultural  Leland  Stanford,  Jr.,<UniTer8ity.  Fab- 
Experiment    Station.      Bulletin,*         lication8,*(oocasional). 
(occasional).  Maryland,  State  of.      State   Agrical- 

Folk-Lore  Society.    (London).    Folk-         tural  Experiment  Station.    Balle- 
Lore  Journal,  (quarterly).  tin,*  (occasional). 

Franklin  Institute.  Journal,  (monthly).  Massachusetts,  State  of.    Hatch  A^i- 

Hartford  Theological  Seminary.  Hart-         cultural  Experiment  Station.   Bui- 
ford  Seminary  Record,*  (bi-month-         letin,*  (occasional), 
ly).  State     Agricultural     Experiment 

Harvard  University.   Bulletin,*  (quar-         Station.  Annual  Report,*  (anoaal) 
terly).  Massachusetts       Historical      Society. 

Astronomical    Observatory.    An-         Collections,  (annual). 

uals,*  (occasional).  Proceedings,  (annual). 

Harvard  University  Library.  Bib-  Massachusetts  Institute  of    Technol- 

liographical    contributions.*   (oc-         ogy.  Architectural  Reyiew,  (8  no^ 
sional).  per  year.) 

Kadcliffe  College.    Monographs,* Technology  Quarterly,  (quarterly). 


Home  Market  Society.    Home  Market  Michigan,  State  of.  State  Agricultural 
Bulletin,*  (monthly).  College  Experiment  Station.    Bul- 

lUinois,  State  of.    State    Agricultural         letin,*  (occasional). 

Experiment    Station.      Bulletin,*  Michigan   Political    Science    Associa- 
(occasional).  tion.    Publications,  (occasional). 

Indian  Rights  Association.    Publica-  Mi  nn  esota.    State  of.      Minnesoa 
tions,*  (occasional).  Weather      and      Crop      Review,* 

Institution  of  Mechanical  Engineers,  (monthly). 

(London).    Proceedings,  (annual).  Northwest  Weather    and    Crop*,* 

Iowa,    State    of.    State    Agricultural  (monthly). 

Experiment    Station.      Bulletin,* State     Agricultural     ExperimeD( 

(occasional).  Station.    Bulletin,*     (occasional). 

•  >  "  Continuations  *'  audi  as  the  above  are  entered  if  an  lasne  has  been  received  doriaf  tM 

year,  but  not  otlterwise. 
•Ciilt. 


NINETEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT.  13 

APPENDIX  NO.  I  .--conttnued. 

Missouri,  State  of.  Agricultural  Col-  North  Dakota,  State  of.  State  Agri* 
lege  Experiment  Station.  Bulle-  cultural  Experiment  Station.  Bui- 
tin,*  (occasional).  letin,*  (occasional). 

Modem  Language  Association.  Pub-  Ohio,  State  of .  Meteorological  Bureau, 
lications,  (quarterly).  Bulletin,*  (monthly). 

Montana,  State  of.    State  Agricultural State     Agricultural     Experiment 

Experiment    Station.      Bulletin,*         Station.    Bulletin,*  (occasional), 
(occasional).  Ohio  Gommandery  of  the  Loyal  Le- 

Munsell's  Historical  Series,  (occa-  gion.  Sketches  of  War  History, 
sional).  (biennial). 

National  Conference  of  Charities  and  Oregon,  State  of.  State  Agricultural 
Corrections.  Proceedings,  (annu-  Experiment  Station.  Bulletin,* 
al).  (occasional). 

National  Educational  Association.  Palestine  Exploration  Fund.  Quarterly 
Proceedings,  (annual).  Statement,*  (quarterly). 

National  Geographical  Society.  Mono-  Pennsylvania,  State  of.  State  Agri- 
graphs,  (monthly).  cultural      Experiment       Station. 

Nebraska    State    Historical   Society.  Bulletin,*  (occasional). 

Transactions  and  Reports,*  (occa-  Pennsylvania    Library    Club.      Occa- 
sional), sional  papers,*  (occasional). 

Nevada,  State  of.     State  University.  Prince  Society.     Publications,   (occa- 
Agricultural  Experiment  Station.         sional). 
Bulletin,*  (occasional).  Providence   Toung    Men*8    Christian 

New  England  Meteorological  Society.  Association.  Association  Notes,* 
Bulletin,*  (monthly).  (montlily). 

New  Hampshire,  State  of.  State  Agri-  Purdue  University  Agricultural  Ex- 
cultural  Experiment  Station.  Bui-  periment  Station.  Bulletin,*  (oc- 
letin,*  (occasional).  casional). 

New  Jersey  Agricultural  College  Ex-  Rhode  Island,  State  of.  Bureau  of  In- 
periment  Station.  Bulletin,*  (oo-  dustrial  Statistics.  Census  Bulle- 
casional).  tin,*  (occasional). 

New  York,  SUte  of.    SUte  Agricul State  Board  of  Health.    Monthly 

tural  Experiment  Station.    Bulle-         Bulletin,*  (monthly). 

tin,*  (occasional).  Rhode  Island  College  of  Agriculture, 

University  of  the  State   of  New         etc.      Bulletin    of     the    Agricul- 

Tork.    Extension  Bulletin.*  tural  Experiment  Station,*  (occa- 

Regents*      Bulletin,*      (occa-         sional). 

sional).  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society.  Pub- 

— : State  Library  Bulletin,*  (occa-         lications,  (quarterly). 

sional).  Rhode  Island  Historical  Tracts,  (occa- 

North  Carolina,  State  of.    State  Agri-         tional). 

cultural  Experiment  Station.   Bui-  Rhode  Island  Medical  Society.    Trans- 
letin,*  (occasional).  actions,*  (annual). 


Gift. 
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Soldiers  and  Sailors  Historical  Society  United  States  of  America.  SmitbsouiaD 
of  Rhode  Island.  Personal  Narra-  Institution,  continued.  Contriba- 
lives,  (occasional).  tions  to  Knowledge,*  (occasioDal). 

South  Dakota,  State  of.    State  Agri Miscellaneous  Contributions.* 

cultural  Experiment  Station.    Bui-         (occasional). 

letin,*  (occasional).  ^National  Museum.    Bulletin,* 

United  States  of  America.    Catalogue         (occasional). 

of     United     States     documents,* Department  of  the  Treasury.    Bal- 

( monthly).  letin  of  the  Coast  and    Geodetic 

Congressional  Record,*  (daily,  dur-         Survey,*  (occasional). 

ing  session).  University  of  California.    Agricultural 

Department  of    Agriculture.    Li-         Experiment   Station.       Bulletin.* 

brary  Bulletin,*  (quarterly).  (occasional). 

Division  of  Ornithology,  etc.  University  of  Pennsylvania.  Transit- 
Reports,*  (monthly).  tions  and  Reprints,*  (bi-monthly). 

Weather  Bureau.    Bulletin  of  University  of  Wisconsin.      Bulletin,* 

the    New    England    Climate    and  (occasional). 

Crop  Service,*  (monthly).  Utah,  State   of.      State    Agricultural 

Monthly     Weather     Re-         College  Experiment  Station.    Bul- 

view,*  (monthly).  letin,*  (occasional). 

Report      of     the     Ohio  Vermont,  State  of.    State  Agricnltural 

Weather      and      Crop      Service,*         Experiment  Station.     Annual  Re- 
( monthly).  port,*  (annual). 

Department   of    State.      Bulletin  Virginia,  State  of.    State  Agricultural 

of  the  Rolls  and  Library,*  (occa-         Expeiiment    Station.       Bulletin,* 
sional).  (occasional). 

Consular  Reports,*  (monthly).  Washington,  State  of.  State  Agriculta' 

Same.    Special,*  (occasional).  ral    Experiment   Station,*    (occa- 

Department  of  the  Interior.    Bu-         sional). 

reau  of  Education.    Circulars  of  West  Virginia,  State  of.     State  Agri- 
Information,*  (occasional).  cultural  Experiment  Station.  Bal- 

Bureau  of  Labor.    Bulletin,*         letin,*  (occasional). 

(monthly).  ,  Western  Reserve  University.      Bulle- 

Census    Bureau.       Bulletin,*         tin,*  (semi-annual). 

(occasional).  Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity.    Pub- 

Reports,*  (occasional).  lications,  (occasional). 

Patent    Office.      Official    Ga-  Wyoming,  Sute  of.       State    Agrical- 

zette,*  (weekly).  tural  Experiment  Station.    Balle- 

Department  of  the  Navy.    Astron-         tin,*  (occasional). 

omical  Papers    of   the    American  Yale  University.  Studies  from  the  Psj- 
Ephemeris,*  (occasional).  chological  Laboratory,*  (occssion- 

Smithsonian   Institution.     Annual  al). 

Report,*  (annual).  Transactions  of  the  Astronomical 

Observatory,*  (occasional.) 
Total 144 

*Glft. 
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C.     Ainitiah  and  hienmah,  etc,^  including  almanacs. 

Academy  Architecture,  (annual).  Johnston  and  Cranston  Directory,  1806. 

Almanach  de  Gotha,  1897.     (Official).  (Local;  statistical), 

American    Annual    of    Photography,  Lee^s  Manual  of  Financial  Values  and 

1896.  (Photography).  Fluctuations,  1896.    (Financial). 
American  Board  Almanac  of  Missions,  Liber  Brunensis,    1896.     (Societies  of 

1896.*    (Christian  missions).  Brown  University). 

American  Church  Almanac,  etc.,  1897.*  Manual    of    American    Water-works, 

(Protestant  Episcopal  Church).  1891.     (Staistical;  water-works). 

American  Newspaper  Directory  (Row-  Medical  and  Surgical  Register  of  the 

eirs),  1894.     (Newspaper  lists).  United    States,     1890.*    (Medical, 

Annee  (L')  Scientiflque  etindustrielle,         etc). 

1897.  (Scientific).  Mineral  Industry  of  the  United  States, 
Annual  Burns  Chronicle,  etc.^  1896.*         (Rothwell's),    1896.      (Mineralogi- 

( Burns  literature).  cal). 

Annual  Catalogues;     American    and  Minerva,  1896.     (Educational). 

English.     1896.       (Trade    bibliog-  New  England  Business  Directory,  1896. 

raphy).  (Business). 

Annual  Literary    Index,   1896.    (Peri-  Photographic  Mosaics,  1897.    (Photog- 

odical  literature,  etc.)  raphy). 

Appleton's  Annual  Cyclopaedia,  1895.  Poor's  Manual  of  Investment  Securi- 

(Statistical).  ties,  1896.     (Financial.) 

Army  and    Navy    Year-Book,     1893'*  Poor's    Manual     of    Railroads,    1896. 

(Military  and  naval).  (Railroads). 

Coal  Trade,  (Saward's),  1895.*    (Coal).  Providence,  City   of.      City    Manual, 
Commercial  Year-book,  1896.  (Annual).  1897.*     (Official,   statistical,    etc). 

Constitutional  Year-book,  1896.    (Gov- Providence  Almanac,     1897.      (Local; 

ernmental;  Great  Britain).  statistical). 

Crockford's  Clerical  Directory,   1893.  Providence  Directory,   1896.     (Local; 

(Church  of  England).  statistical). 

Dalieim  Kalender,  (miscellaneous).         Providence    House    Directory,  (1896). 
Dispensatory  of  the  United  States  of         (Local;  statistical). 

America,  1894.     (Pharmaceutical).  Providence    Journal    Almanac,  1897.* 
Dockham's  American  Report  and  Di-         (Local;  statistical). 

rectory,  1895.     (Textiles).  Providence  Postal  Guide  and   Refer- 

Graduate  Courses,  (educational).  ence  Book,  1896.*    (Local;  postal; 

Hazeirs       Annual,    1896.       (Encyclo-         statistical). 

paedic).  Providence  Tax  Book,   1896.     (Local; 

Hoffmann's  Catholic  Directory,    etc.,         financial). 

1896.*     (Roman  Catholic  Church).  Publishers'  Trade  List  Annual,   ISfKJ. 
Houghtaling's     Hand-Book    of    Use-^        (Trade  bibliography). 

f  ul    Information,   1896.     (Statisti-  Reference  Catalogue  of  Current  Litera- 

cal).  ture,  (1893).     (Occasional). 


16  PROVIDENCK  PUBLIC   LIBRARY. 

APPENDIX  NO.  \, --continued. 

Rhode  Island,  State  of.    Rhode  Island  United  States  of  America.    Con^^res- 

Manual,    1897.*    (Official,  histori-         sional  Directory,    1895*  (Official). 

cal,  and  statistical).  Department  of  the  Navj.    Ameri- 

Statesman's  Year-book,  1807.    (Official         can  Ephemeris  and  Nautical  Alma- 

and  statistical).  nac,  1898.*    (Astronomical). 

SUtistical  Year-book  of  Canada,  1895.* Official  Register,  1894.*  (Biennial). 

(Official).  (Official.) 

Statistician  and  Economist,  (McCarty).  Whitaker*s  Almanack,  1896.    (Statisti- 

1895-96.    (Statistical).  cal). 

Textile  Manufacturer  Annual,   1896.*  Who's  who,  (1897).     (Biographical). 

(Textiles).  World,   (New    York),   Almanac,  ]m 

Tribune,  (New  York),  Almanac,  1896.         (Political  and  statistical). 

(Political  and  statistical).  Yachtsman's     Annual      Guide,    18^'>. 

Tribune  (New  York)  Index,  1896.    (In-         (Yachting). 

dex  to  general  news  and  Informa-  Total,  5S. 

tion).  

The  following  libraries  arc  repretented  by  a  bnlletin,  (monthly  or  otherwise,  and  utoslir 
received  in  exchange);    Apprentices'  Library,  Philadelphia;  Boston  (lfa«s.)  Atbencam;  Bos- 
ton Pablio  Library ;  Bowdoin  College  Library,  Bmnswick,  Me. ;  Brooliline  (Haas.)  Public  Library; 
Brooklyn  (N.T.)  Library;  Butte  (Mont.)  Free  Pabllc  Library;  Cambridge  (Maes.)  Poblic Li- 
brary; Carnegie  Library,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.;  City  Library,  Denver;  City  Library  Assodatioi. 
Springfield,  Mass.;  Cleveland  (O)  Public  Library;  Cornell  University  Library,  Ithaca,  N.T.; 
Detroit  Public  Library;  Dover  (N.  H.)  t*nblic  Library;  Drexel  InsUtate  Library,  Pbllad«IphU, 
Pa.;  Enoch  Pratt  Free  Library  Baltimmv,  Md.;  Fitcbbnrg  (Mass.)  Public  Library;  Hartford 
(Ct.)  Public  Library;  Helena  (Mont.)  Public  Library;  Jersey  aty  (N.  J.)  Public  Librarr; 
Lancaster  (Mass.)  Town  Library;   Lawrence  (Mass.)    Public  Library;  Library  Associ&tioo, 
Portland,  Ore.;  Library  Company  of  Philadelphia;  Maiden  (Mass.)  Public  Library ;  Mercantile 
Library  of  New  York;  Mercantile  Library  of  Philadelphia;  Milwaukee  (Wis.)  Public  Library; 
Minneapolis  (Minn.)  Public  Library;  New  Bedford  (Mass.)  Free  Public  Library;  New  Har» 
(Ct.)  Free  Public  Library;  New  London  (Ct.)  Public  Library;  New  York  (N.  Y.)  Free  Circa- 
Uting  Library;  New  York  (N.  Y.)  Public  Library,  Astor,  Lenox  ft  Tilden  Foundations;  Kev- 
ark  (N.  J.)  Public  Library;  Newburyport  (Mass.)  Public  Library;   Oberlln  College  Library. 
Oberlin,  O.;  Osterhout  Free  Library,  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.;  Otis  Library,  Norwich,  (Ct.);  Pater^oB, 
(N.J.)  Free  Public  Library;  Plilladelphia,  (Pa.)  Public  Library;  Pratt  Institute  Free  Librart, 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.;  Providence,  (R.  I.)  Athenaeum;  Providence  Public  Library;  Qulncr,  IH' 
Public  Library;  8alem(  Mass.)  Public  Library;  San  Francisco  (Cal.)  Public  Library;  Scrantoe 
(Pa.)   Public  Library;   Seattle,  (Wash.)  Public  Library;  Somerville  (Mass.)  Public  Library; 
Taunton,   (Mass.)   Public  Library;    Tufts  Library,  Weymouth,  Mass.;  Uxbridge  (Mass.)  Fr^e 
Public  Library;  Waltliam,  (Mass.)  Public  Library;  Warren   County   (111.)  Library;  Weiteriy 
(K.  I.)    Public  Library;  Worcester  Free  Public  Library;  also  tlie  Clerkenwell  Public  Libiary. 
England.    Also  the  Denver  Public  Library,  whose  accessions  are  published  in  the  Colorado 
School  Journal,  with  the  Book-leaf;  also  the  very  fblly  equipped  St.  Louis  Public  Library  Xa|*- 
zine.        Total,  64.  

SUMMARY. 

Division  A ^ 

B. 144 

C 5? 

Library  bulletins tU 

Total .7^ 

(iiit. 


NINETEENTH   ANNUAL  REPOBT, 

APPENDIX  NO.  2. 

OBNEHAL  STATEMKKT  OF  THK  YKAK'S    OROWTII. 


Divisions. 

No.  iD  library, 
Jan.  1,  1898. 

1 
1 

W,514 
3,073 

11 
li 

58,100 
3,333 


APPENDIX  NO.  3. 


(')     By  purchase •M,(BH       3,482  '  48,121 

(«)    By  transfer,  eichanue,  etc I     4,823  |       331!     6,154 

(»)     Bygift ■  34,070  ■     1,0W  '  .IM6(J 


Total  accession*  from  beglauing 

Total  withdrawals  from  begiiniing. . 


4,1)00  I   68,441 
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APPENDIX  NO.  4. 

GROSS  AND  NET  INCREASE  OF  THE  YEAR. 


Gain. 

Loss. 

(h    Bv  Durcbase 

8,482 

331 
1,096 

By  withdrawal,  (1896) 

320 

(2)    By  transfer,  exchange, 
etc 

(»)    By  ffift 

\    /              J    o              «••••«.••••    •••• 

Gross  firain 

4,909 
320 

Loss  deducted 

Net  gain 

4,589 

APPENDIX  NO.  5. 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  ACCESSIONS. 


Added  in  1896.* 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 


Miscellaneous  literature^. . 

Fiction 

Social  and  political  science 

Juvenile  books 

General  class" 

History 

Biography 

Geography 

Practical  science 

Philosophical  science 

Natural  science 

Art,  (including  music)*. . . . 


826 
613 
568 
432 
413 
344 
277 
245 
221 
219 
207 
188 


In  neither  of  the  above  classes. 
Total 


4,553 
356 

4,9091 


Present  total.  ^ 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 


Fiction 

History 

Genei*al  class" 

Miscellaneous  literature^. . 

Bio|p^phy 

Social  and  political  science 

Geography 

Philosophical  science 

Practical  science 

Juvenile  books 

Art,  (including  music)* 

Natural  science 


59,554 
In  neither  of  the  above  classes,  20,5M 

ToUl 80,148 


1  The  order  of  arrangemeot  in  each  of  the  two  oolumos  is  by  rank  of  namb«r  of  Tolames  in 
each  class,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest. 

'  *'  Miscellaneous  literature,"  i.  e.,  including  poetry  and  the  drama,  literary  easays,  literary 
periodicals,  etc. ;  in  brief,  all  belonging  under  "Literature "except  fiction  and JnTenile books, 
nrhlch  have  a  separate  entry  in  this  column.    See  p.  31  of  tlie  18th  annnal  report. 

*  "  General  class  ";  i.  e.,  including  works  the  contents  of  which  belong  ezelntlTely  in  no  one  of 
the  other  classes,  but  in  several,  as  the  "  complete  works  "  of  certain  anthwa,  ete.  8««  p.  30^1 
of  the  18lh  annual  report. 

*  Blusical  scores,  31  vols. 

*  Musical  scores,  303  vols. 
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APPENDIX  NO.  6. 

BE0I8TBATI0N  TAJ3ULATED  BY  WARDS. 

Number  of  cards  issued,  1896 4,306 

Number  of  cards  cancelled,  1896 163 

Number  in  use  at  present,  Dec.  31,  1896 13,716 

Registration  by  wards,  1896. 

<  1)    Fifth 627 

(  2)    Second 495 

(  3)    Fourth ,..  487 

(  *)    Seventh 478 

(*)    Sixth 483 

(  «)     Eighth 409 

(  ■)    First 395 

(  ^)    Ninth : 392 

(  »)     Tenth 386 

O    Third 304 

Total 4,306 

Summary, 

Total  (2)  East  side  wards 890 

Total  (6)  West  side  wards. 2,726 

Third  and  Tenth  wards 699 

Total 4,30ti 


Total  registration  by  wards,  1894-96. 


Name  of 

TllK 

Ward. 


Tenth... 
Third .. . 
Sixth.. . 
Flrtt... . 
Ninth... 
Second.. 
Fifth.... 
Eiffhtb.. 
Seventh. 
Fourth.. 


Rank  of  wards 
by  population, 
June  1, 1895.1 


21.022 
17,618 
15,659 
14,632 
]4,«05 
18.S89 
13,484 
18,389 
13.088 
8.291 


Total 146,472 


Rank  of  wards  bT  number  of 
names  registerea,  Jan.  1, 1894, 
to  Dec.  81, 1896.* 


Fifth 1,811 

Fourth 1,610 

Second 1,696 

Seventh 1,448 

Eighth 1,377 

Ninth 1,370 

Sixth 1,300 

First 1,226 

Tenth 1,084 

Third 896 

Total 13,716 


Percentage  of  registration   in 
each  ward  to  the  population 
of  the  ward. 


Fourth 19.4 

Fifth 13.4 

Second 11.6 

Seventh ll.Oi 

Kighth lO.S 

Ninth 9.8 

First 8.37 

Sixth 8..)6 

Tenth 6.16 

Third. 6.« 


>  See  Rhode  Island  State  Census  Bulletin,  (1896),  No.  5,  p.  3. 

>  A  three-years*  period. 
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APPENDIX  NO.  7. 


CIRCULATION. 


[A.] 

AOORKOATB  FOR 

BIGHT  TBAK8, 

188»-96. 


Total  number  of  toI  timet  recorded* 
as  uted  at  the  library 


Total  number  taken  for  home  use. . 


Aggregate. 


i 

• 

• 

i 

i 

• 

c 

V 

i 

• 
u 
m 

* 

a. 

a. 
a 

?5 

.a 
15,340 

19,145 

5 

to 

1^ 

11,485 

25,055 

24.387 

35,474 

73,239 

79,249 

78,102 

86.891 

90,798 

106,070 

84.724 

94,598 

97,«*7 

in.94A 

115.1?6 

143.544 

6^ 


S 


33,373       27.S45 


115,743   .118,175» 


149.118,    146.(»0« 


*  Only  a  portion  of  the  total  used.    For  reference  see  p.  4  of  this  report. 
'  Out  of  this  total,  2,741  were  charged  on  the  school  pass-books. 


[B.J 


USE  OF  THK  LIBRARY  WITHIN  THE  ROOM,  1896. 


STATISTICAL    ITBMS. 


Largest  use  on  any  day.. 
Smallest  use  on  any  day.. 


Largest  in  any  week 

Smallest  in  any  week... 
Largest  in  any  month. . . 
Smallest  in  anv  month... 
Average  monthly  use. . . . 

Average  weekly  use 

Average  daily  use 

Total  in  the  year 


BOOKS  CONSULTED. 


[March?] 177 


[July  4] :  (a  le- 
gal holiday).. 

March  1-71 

Aug.  9-15j  .... 

March] 

Aug.] 


9 
779 
212 
2.875 
1.562 
2.320-1- 
5.35-- 
76-f 
27.845 


PERIODICALS.  ETC. 


[March  14]...      418 

[Aug.  91.....  fiS 
rJn.26Feb.l]  1,986 
[Auff.  2-8J....   1,00S 

[March] 7.810 

[Aug.] 5,059 

6,51.»,-)- 

l,50:i-i- 

2l.3-f 

78,164 


[C]  Books  TAKEN  FOB 

HOME  USE,  1890. 


[Jan.  25] 656 

Dec.  16] 171 

March  tf-14]....  2.9^ 

Jan.  1.41 1,5^ 

March] 12.067 

Aug.] 7^<7 

9.h:+ 

2,-^<H- 

X\\->r 

118,175 


The  total  recorded  Sunday  use  of  the  library,  (5i  Sundays),  is  9,519;  the  largest  use  on  any 
Sunday,  (Nov.  2tf),  being 324. 
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[D.]      CLASSIFICATION    OF    CIRCULATION. 

Pari  1.    By  the  claH9\/lcation  adopted  in  this  library. 


MAMK. 


(1)    Fiction,  [adultp 

Fiction,  [juvenile] 

History 

Miscellaneous  literature^ 

(4)  Biography 

(5)  Geography 

(6)  General  class^ 

(7)  Art,  (including  music)^ 

(8)  Social  and  political  science 

(0)    Practical  science 

(10)  Natural  science 

(11)  Philosophical  science 

(12)  Periodicals  in  binders,  circulating 
as  books^ 

Total 


MO.  OF  VOLS. 


51,111  Uo  an 

21,706  n^»^^' 


6,457 

6,019. 

5,203, 

4,927. 

4,748. 

3,937. 

3,430. 

3,073. 

2,846. 

2,632. 

2,086. 


ns,175 


Pkrckmtagk  of 

TOTAL. 


61 


.61+ { 


43.25-f- 
18.36  f 
..5.46-f 
.5.09-f 
.4.40+ 
.4.16-f- 
.4.01-f 
.3.33-1- 
.2.89-f- 
.2.604- 
.2.40-f- 
.  2.22-1- 


1.76-1- 


100. 


1  It  i4  a  matter  of  some  interest  to  notice  that  an  Important  portion  of  the  entire  class  of  Fielion 
consists  of  uniform  editions  of  well  known  authors.  Of  these,  the  following  are  separately 
classified  and  consequently  can  be  found  separately  entered  In  the  record  ot  circulation :  Cooper 
and  Hawthorne,  among  American  writers;  and  Banim,  Lord  Beaconsfleld,  Dickens,  "George 
Kliot,"  Fielding.  Lord  Lytton,  Richardson,  Scott,  and  Thackeray,  among  British  writers.  Of 
these  works  266  volumes  are  thus  olsssltted ;  and,  counting  duplicate  copies,  there  are  813  ▼oluroes. 
This  separate  record  was  not  kept  for  the  first  half  dozen  weeks  of  the  past  year,  but  the  number 
of  these  volumes  issued  for  the  period,  Feb.  tf  to  Dec.  31,  ISM,  is  3,360.  Besides  the  special  edi- 
tions thus  classified,  nearly  every  one  of  the  above  authors  is  represented  elsewhere  In  Fiction, 
<in  the  classification  by  locality,  etc.,)  by  many  more  copies  of  some  of  bis  volumes. 

s  "Miscellaneous  literature";  I.  e.,all  belonging  under **  Literature  except  Fiction"  and 
**  Juvenile  books,"  which  have  a  separate  entry  above. 

It  includes  the  following  dlvicions,(the  number  of  volumes  issued  being  entered  in  each 
instance) : 

Poetry  and  the  drama 3,ti5  vols. 

Literary  essays 2.672    " 

Literary  periodicals 122    " 

Philology 180    " 


6,019  vols. 

The  record  of  circulation  in  the  Drsma  has  been  entered  separately  from  Poetry  only  lor  one. 
half  of  the  year;  but  the  number  of  volumes  of  the  drama  issued  for  the  period,  July  1  to  Dec- 
81,  li^.  is  187. 

*  "  General  class;"  1.  e.,  including  works  the  contents  of  which  belong  exclusively  In  no  one 
of  the  other  classes.  See  foot.noto  3,  under  Appendix  No.  6.  See  lists  printed  in  the  January, 
February,  and  March  (1897)  Monthly  Bulletins,  (v.  3,  p.  S3.28,  44,  64-68.) 

*  The  number  of  volumes  of  musical  scores  Issued  is  65ft. 

*  See  foot-note  2  on  next  page. 
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APPENDIX  NO.  7,— continued. 
Jf  :ke  cl<iS8iflcation  cf  the  American  Library  A$sociation,^ 


Uk^uile* 21.70) 

:>a«  fiction 51,111 

Hm;^i>>  poetry,  drama* 12.551 

Periodicals,  literary* 122 

Total,  Literary  classeB 8o.4i«> 

&    Ui9iorical  classee. 

Geography  and  travels 4.927 

Biofpraphy 5.2'>:> 

History 6.457 

Total,  Historical  classes 16.5^7 

C.    Arts  and  sciences. 

Fine  arts 3.1<J7 

Industrial  arts 3.073 

Natural  science 2.S4<5 

Philology IS** 

Social  and  political  science 3.430 

Philosophy 2.H:^2 

Total,  Arts  and  sciences 16.«.t*S 

Summary. 

Literary  classes 85,490  \ 

Historical  classes 16,587  [    118,175  (Total.) 

Arts  and  sciences 16,098  / 

1  See  the  Library  Journal,  t.  1,  p.  481 ;  v.  2,  p.  88. 

«  The  above  in  the  language  used  In  the  Librarj  Journal,  (▼.  1.  p.  431).  It  !•  Dot  iufficlfntlT 
inclusive,  however,  for  the  divisions  of  classes  represented  in  this  library;  and,  in  place  ol  'M 
single  word,  *' essays,"  therefore,  there  may  be  substituted,  for  our  purposes,  **  literary  effsrf," 
••  general  essays,"  "complete  works  of  authors,"  general  periodicals,  serials,  etc.,  aid  otL«r 
forms  of  literature;  also  the  periodicals  In  binders,  charged  as  books. 

•  Comprising  critical  journals,  of  which  the  Critic  is  a  type,  but  not  a  general  periodical.  Kcb 
aa  the  Forum. 


I   ANNUAL  RKPOEtT. 

APPENDIX,  NO.  7,—eontinutd. 


Part  3.    SlatUlic*  itated  in  termi  of  tht  Rhode  Island  Board  of  Edacation'i 
tcheme  ttf  elauifleation. 


CLASSES. 

' 

' 

• 

• 

S 

• 

' 

' 

ITIHB  or 

i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

li 

1 

i 

' 

i 

1 

1 

1.    Number  or  vol- 
SISVofVeMf.".' 

fcSH7 

.«. 

S.7M 

HfiH 

13It 

1.070 

B,»M 

M.IM 

7i, 

nfi» 

rh.^.tf^.".''"* 

«0 

»4 

17» 

ifiH 

Ml 

Ht 

1,0S8 

718 

4, 

i,V>» 

I      No    or  •olumrl 

dnwa   during 
tha^u- 

11 

7 

» 

I 

U 

!« 

„ 

n:o 

■I  cDd  of  Itie 

7« 

8.M0 

•.741 

:o4w 

t«.146 

«.    So.  or  .olp««. 

Inflbt )"".., 

«,457 

»,».l 

4,«7 

15,818 

3.HJ 

a,B7* 

7J.817 

«jai 

118,174 

iiB,i7a 

24 


PROVIDENCE   PUBLIC   LIBRAET. 


APPENDIX  NO.   8. 

RANK^  OF  MONTHS  IN  CIRCULATION  AND  REGISTRATION. 
[Compare  alto  Appendices  Not.  6  and  7.] 


CIRCULATION. 


March 1«.067 

December 11,105 

January 11,073 

November 11,064 

October 10,833 

February 10,739 

April 9,g00 

September 8,768 

May 8,684 

June 8,544 

July 7,955 

August 7,6S7 


Total 118.175 


REGISTRATION. 


January . . 
October... 
February . 
March  . . . . 
November 
December. 
September 

April 

June 

July 

May 

Auf  utt . . . 

Total   .. 


Su 

Total. 

Non. 

residents' 

cards. 

985 

172 

538 

89 

496 

64 

495 

36 

456 

22 

38:) 

15 

354 

52 

•^67 

20 

242 

6 

240 

3 

210 

14 

199 

1 

4,865 

444 

Subdivisions  of  total  ref  istration. 


Teacbcrs' 
school 
pass- 
books. 


Johnston. 


Teachers' 
school 
pass- 
books. 


5 

25 
9 
8 

20 
5 
8 
7 
1 
1 
1 


90 


Cards 

isaoed  to 

others. 


1 
i 

7 
2 
3 


I 
1 
S 


3 


1 
1 


23 


Cards 
Issaed 

to  all 
otben. 


807 

in 

414 
449 

411 

an 
t» 

S38 

312 

lA 
19r 

4,306 


1  The  order  of  arrangement  is  by  rank  of  the  number  of  cardtt  in  the  first  two  columns  only 


APPENDIX  NO.  9. 

ACCESSIONS,   CIRCULATION,   AND  REGISTRATION  FOR  NINETEEN  YEARS. 

Accessions.  Circulation.  Kegistratioa. 

[No.  of  vols,  at  beginning] 10,307 

1st  year,  1878-79 3,491 90,685 10,7«2 

2d  year,  1879-80 3,331 93,380 2,988 

3d  year,  1880 1,407 07,620 . .    .  2,249 

4th  year,  1831 1,724 a3,3l9 2,257 

5th  year,  1882 1,798 82,519 2,30* 

6th  year,  1883 4,833 85,486 • 2,63i 

7tli  year,  1884 6,482 93,011 2,»« 

8tliyear,  1885 2,071 93,587 2.27D 

9th  year,  1886 2,196 82,179 1,988 

10th  year,  1887 3,347 77,047 1,745 

11th  year,  1888 4,107 72,191 5,»» 

12tli  year,  1889 5,044 73,239 2,342 

13th  year,  1890 6,649 79,249 2,3W 

14th  year,  1801 3,923 78,102 4,324 

15th  year.  1892 4,531 86,891 3,178 

lOth  year,  1893 5,549 90,798 3,iW 

17th  year,  1804 3,920 108,070 J .  4,853 

18th  year,  1895 4,251 115,743 4,557 

19th  year,  1896 4,909 118,175 4,306 


NittereBNTH  annual  report. 
APPENDIX  NO.  10. 

ACKNOWLBDOUENT  OF  GIFTS,  KXCHAHOBS,  ETC. 
A- — OIPTS   FROU   OBNBUAL   SOURCES. 


III 


Benton.  J.  H.,  Jr.,  Boston 

Blackford,  Charles  M.,  LyncbburK,  Va 

Blake,  Eli  W.,  (the  younger),  Syracuse,  X.  Y... 

Bliss,  Richard,  Newport 

Bogert  A  DurbinCo.,  Philadelphia. 

Braokett,  C,  A.,  M.  D.,  Newport 

Brookline  Education  Society,  Brookllae,  Haas. 

BrO'WTi,  John  Nicholas 

Brown,  William  M.,  BostOD 

Brown  &  Sharpe  Mf«,  Co 

Builders  Iron  Foundry 

Burton,  CM 

Cadbur7.  Bichard.  BirminRliani,  EnKlaud 
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APPENDIX  NO.  10,— continued. 


Qreen,  Samuel  A..  M.  D.,  BostoD 

Oreeoe.  Mrs.  Eiieeoe  B 

Order.  Rev.  DaTld  H.,  D.  D.,  New  York 

Griffin,  T.  J 

OTmneMium,  PubliKhera  of  

HarraasowitE,  O..  Leipzig,  Germanj 

Harson,  M.  J 

Hart,  George  T 

Hartford  Steam  Boiler  iDBpecdoa  and  Imuraooe 

Co.,  Hartford,  Ct 

Hazard,  Rowland,  Pence  Dale 

Hiokoox,  John  H.,  Wubineton 

HiU.  W.  P.,M.  D.,SL  LouiB,  Mo 

Hofter.  Albert  W 

Holy   Cross   Purple,  Publiabers    of,    Worcester, 

Home  for  Aged  Colored  Women 

Home  for  Aged  Men 

Home  Market  Club,  Boston 

Houghton,  UifHin  A  Co.,  BostoD 

Howard  Associatiou,  London,  England 

HoWBOn  A  Howson,  New  Tork 

HulseboBohBros.,  Englewood,  N.  J 

Indian  liighta  Association,  Philadelphia 

Insalls,  JaraesM 

International  Committee  of  Young  Uen'a  Chris- 
tian ABsociatlong.  New  York 

Investor,  Publishers  of,  Los  Angeles,  Cal 

Irrepressible  Society 

James,  Professor  Edmund  J..  Ph.  D.,  University 
of  PenDBjlvaaia,  Philadelphia 

Jameson,  Professor  J.   T.,  Ph.  D.,   Brown  Uni- 

Jeweler  a  Weekly,  PubiiBhers  of 

Keidel,  O.  C,  Ph.  D.,  Johns  Hopkins  UnWeraity. 

King,  E.  P..  M.  D 

Koemer,  Neumann  A  Co 

Koopman,  H,  L ... 

Labour  Copartnership,  Publishers  of,  Loudon, 
England 

jand  of  Sunshine,  Publishers  of,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

jarison  C.  W,,  M.  D.,  Bingoes,  N,  J 

laurie.  Rev.  Thomas,  D.  D 

jawtoc,  J.  F.  P 

jeague  of  American  Wheelmen 

jefnngweU,  A.,  H.  D.,  Cambridge,  Mass. 

je  Soudier,  H.,  Paris,  France 
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Librarv  Biii-enu,  Boaton 

M[a]o  Cormiok^.  H.,  Chicago 

M[a]o  CormiohTlieoltwicol  Semlniiry,  S 

Magazine  of  Poetry,  PubllsherB  of,  Buff 
Maine  Hlatorical  Society,  Portland,  Me.. 
Manifeato.  Publishers  of,  East  Canterbu 
Manly,  Professor  J.    H.,  Ph.  D.,    Bro< 

Mann,  Henry,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y 

MEissaohusette  Charitable  Mechanics 

tion,  Bostnu 

Massachusetts  Institute  of  Techuoloj 

Michigan  Pioneer  and  Historical  Socle 

Miie,  Midi 

MiscellaneouB 

MUller.  Hevmano 

Murray,  Thomas  H.,  Lawrence,  Mass. , . 
National  Civil  Service  Reform    Leagu 

iiriiige.  Mass 

National  Divorce  Reform  League 

Ne'w  I'eiiturv  Journal,  Publisher*  of 

New  Earth,  Publishers  of 

New  P^ii^tland  Cotton  Manufacturers'  Aes< 

New  KiiKland  Free  Trade  Letwue 

New  Kngland  Historic  Genealogical  Socii 

New  tCiiKlaud  Society,  Brooklyn 

New  England  Society,  New  York 
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S.  H.  TINGLEY, 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT. 


To  THE  Board  of  Trustees: 

Gentlemen  :  —  I  have  the  honor  to  present  my  twentieth  annua!  re- 
port, covering  the  operations  of  the  year  1897. 

GENERAL   STATEMENT. ^ 

The  number  of  volumes  in  the  library  one  year  ago  was  80,148.* 
During  the  past  year  the  total  accessions  have  been  4,796,^  comprising  (1 ) 
3,422  volumes  obtained  by  purchase;^  (2)  812  entered  as  transfers,^ 
exchanges,^  etc.  ;  and  (3)  1,062  gifts  from  various  sources,  (enumerated 
in  Appendix  No.  10)  ;  making,  therefore,  after  deducting  the  1,696  vol- 
umes withdrawn^  during  the  year,  a  present  total  of  83,248.® 

MR.    JOHN   NICHOLAS   BROWN*S   GENEROUS   GIFT. 

In  this  twentieth  year  not  only  has  the  use  of  the  library  been  strikingly 
greater  than  in  any  previous  year,  but  these  twelve  months  have  been 
signalized  by  Mr.  John  Nicholas  Brown's  munificent  gift  of  8200,000.00 
for  the  completion  of  the  library  building.  At  a  special  meeting  of  the 
B'>ard  of  Trustees,  held  on  the  6th  of  February,  1897,  called  by  the 
Secretary,  '*  to  receive  an  important  communication,''  information  of  the 
most  cheering  nature  was  laid  before  that  body.  Mr.  G.  W.  R.  Matte- 
son,  Mr.  Brown's  representative  in  Providence,  was  introduced,  and,  in 
behalf  of  Mr.  Brown,  who  was  then  absent  in  Europe,  announced  that 
during  the  last  week  he  had  received,  by  cable  from  Mr.  Brown,  direc- 
tions to  contribute  to  the  funds  of  the  Library  the  sum  of  $200,000.00  to 
be  expended  iu  completing  the  building.  At  a  subsequent  meeting  of  the 
Board,  held  on  the  16th  of  February,  Mr.  Brown's  formal   letter,  supple- 


^  See  Appendix  No.  2;  also  No.  3. 

-  See  I8th  Annual  report,  p.  2. 

^  See  Appendix  No.  2;  aUo  No.  3. 

4  See  Appendix  No.  3;  also  No. 4. 

'^  Including  those  first  obtained  as  pamphlets,  and  since  bound. 

*'  For  those  received  by  exchange,  see  Appendix  No.  10;  Division  C. 

'  See  Appendix  No.  4. 

*  Sec  Appendix  No.  2;  also  Nos.  3  and  5. 
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nieutiDg  the  informal  annouDcement  of  his  gift  at  the  earlier  ^meeting,  was 
laid  before  the  Board,  and  the  gift  was  accepted  with  profoundly  grateful 
acknowledgments  to  the  generous  giver. 

The  letter  is  as  follows : 

Cannes,  France,  Feb.  4,  1807, 

To  THE  Trustees  of  the  Providence  Public  Library: 

Gentlemen:  —  For  the  purpose  of  enabling  you  to  erect  the  entire  buildiug 
for  the  Providence  Public  Library  I  will  give  two  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
to  be  paid  in  installments  from  time  to  time  as  may  be  convenient  to  me. 

I  ask  that  this  be  expended  on  the  structure,  and  that  the  heating  and 
Curuishin^^s  be  paid  for  from  other  funds  at  your  disposal. 

I  remain,  gentlemen, 

Yours  very  faithfully, 

John  Nicholas  Brown. 

The  immediate  result  of  Mr.  Brown's  generous  gift  was  a  careful  review 
of  the  minutest  details  of  the  plans  of  the  complete  building,  in  order  to 
discover  what  modifications,  if  any,  were  made  necessary  by  the  changed 
conditions.     Fortunately  these  were  very  few  indeed. 

It  is  of  no  little  interest,  in  connection  with  the  Administration  Build- 
ing, whose  beautiful,  yet  dignified,  facade  will  in  due  time  adorn  the 
Washington  Street  front,  that  the  few  "survivals",  so  to  speak,  from 
what  had  been  built,  up  to  the  time  of  Mr.  Brown's  gif^,  are  in  every 
instance  something  to  be  thankful  for,  rather  than  the  reverse.  Instances 
in  point  are  the  placing  of  the  Art  Room  at  the  top  of  the  Administration 
Building*  (with  ideal  lighting  conditions  and  wall  space),  thus  releasing 
space  in  the  Stack  which  adds  greatly  to  the  shelving  capacity ;  the  secur- 
ing of  a  series  of  almost  unequaled  *' Study  Booms  "  in  direct  contact 
with  the  Stack,  at  its  farther  end  ;  and  the  welcome  enlarging  of  the  space 
for  the  public  catalogue,  in  the  Delivery  Room.  Similar  most  welcome 
*' rearrangements  "  appear  on  each  of  the  diflferent  floors.  It  should  be 
added  also  that,  so  far  as  concerns  the  exterior  of  the  building,  and  its 
surroundings,  the  grading  consequent  on  the  removal  of  all  the  present 
dwelling-houses  from  the  lot  will  add  materially  to  the  impressiveness  of 
the  structure. 

It  should  not  cause  surprise  that  so  noteworthy  a  gift  as  that  of  Mr. 
Brown  to  an  institution  which,  like  this,  touches  so  closely  the  life  of  the 
whole  people,  should  have  been  hailed  with  so  universal  rejoicing.  Yet 
few  could  have  been  prepared  for  the  degree  of  unaffected  heartiness  and 
the  spontaneous  fervency  with  which  this   has  been  expressed.     A  remark 
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which  was  heard  several  times  within  the  next  few  weeks  after  the 
announcement  of  the  gift,  that  nothing  apparently  could  have  given  pleasure 
to  a  wider  circle  of  people  in  the  city  than  this  gift,  is  the  easier  to  under- 
stand, when  it  is  remembered  tliat  few  things  would  be  capable  of  causing 
inconvenience  and  disappointment  to  a  wider  circle  of  people  than  the  library 
"  quarters'*  from  which  this  most  welcome  gift  is  a  deliverance. 

It  was  hoped  that  this  generous  and  public-spirited  gift  from  Mr.  Brown 
would  serve  as  an  example  and  an  incentive  to  other  citizens  ;  and  in  order 
that  the  situation  might  not  be  misunderstood,  a  committee  of  this  Board 
at  once  issued  a  statement  which  was  widely  circulated,  through  the 
Monthly  Bulletin  and  otherwise.  Its  significant  points  are  expressed  in 
the  following  extract : 

Mr.  Brown's  gift,  says  the  statement  of  the  committee,  'Ms  a  noble 
benefaction.  Its  aim  is  limited  to  a  single  object,  for  which  the  sum 
named  is  believed  to  be  sufficient,  namely,  the  erection  of  the  bare  structure 
without  plumbing,  heating,  or  lighting  apparatus,  and  without  interior 
furnishings  such  as  counters,  desks,  and  shelving.  These  added  needs 
call  for  the  other  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  specified  in  the  appeal  of 
the  Committee.  If  that  sum  be  secured,  the  resources  of  the  Library  will 
still  be  reduced  by  the  $88,000.00  expended  upon  the  site.  The  apparent 
saving  of  $4,000.00  annually  in  rent  will  be  at  once  absorbed  in  the 
increased  expenses  of  administration  in  the  new  building.  Nor  is  the 
Library  now  able  to  live  within  its  income.  Each  year  it  is  found  neces- 
sary to  encroach  on  the  principal  if  the  Library  is  to  continue  its  work.** 

In  this  situation  the  Library  still  stands. 

THE    year's    growth.^ 

The  total  accessions  of  the  year,  (4,796),  include  3,422  volumes  pur- 
chased, the  largest  number  purcliased  in  any  one  class  being  in  *'*•  Mistcel- 
laneous  literature."  An  unusual  number  of  gifls,  however,  in  the  depart- 
ment of  ''  Practical  science  "~  has  brought  the  total  additions  in  this  class 
up  to  an  even  higlier  figure,  (625  vols.)  The  gifts  here  are  comprised  io 
the  valuable  trade  catalogues  of  various  manufacturing  firms  ;  and  of  these, 
two  lists  have  been  printed  during  the  year,  in  the  Monthly  Bulletio 
(v.  3,  p.  8-12,  and  p.  157).  The  additions  in  the  historical  classes  have 
comprised  910,  of  which  370  were  in  '*  History,"  316  in  **  Biography," 


^  See  Appendix  No.  2;  also  Nob.  3,  4,  5. 

3  The  quarters  devoted  to  industrial  publications  in  the  new  bailding  'are  deicribed,  la 
detail,  in  the  Monthly  Bullktin,  June,  1897,  v.  3,  p.  136>S7. 
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and  224  in  "  Geography."  An  annotated  catalogue  of  selected  "  Books 
of  the  year  in  history  "  was  printed  in  the  Monthly  Bulletin  for  Novem- 
ber, (v.  3,  p.  328-32),  preceded  by  about  four  pages  of  memoranda,  indi- 
cating the  grounds  on  which  the  selection  was  made.  About  200  volumes 
in  Swedish,  (printed  in  the  Swedish  language,  and  comprising  the  nucleus 
of  a  collection  of  Swedish  literature),  have  also  been  purchased  for  the  use 
of  the  Swedish  population  of  the  city,  and  are  separately  catalogued  in  the 
December  Monthly  Bulletin,  (v.  3,  p.  340-47).  In  the  selection  of  these 
volumes  lists  were  obtained  which  were  subjected  to  the  revision  of  a  local 
Swedish  reader,  and  also  of  an  accomplished  Swedish  bibliographer  in 
Chicago,  in  order  to  make  it  an  approximately  representative  one. 

THE    year's   use.* 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  figures  given  in  Appendix  No.  9,  the  total 
number  of  volumes  issued  for  home  use,  as  reported  in  the  twenty  success 
sive  annual  reports  from  the  beginning  until  December  31,  1897,  has  been 
1,799,515.  The  exact  date,  however,  at  which  the  library  was  first 
opened  to  the  public  was  February  4,  1878,  and  the  number,  consequently 
issued  for  the  exact  twenty  years  will  be  somewhat  larger.^ 

The  number  of  volumes  issued  for  home  use  during  the  past  year, 
(1897),  is  128,218,  of  which  1,918  were  current  periodicals  which  had 
been  placed  in  binders  for  circulation.  There  have  been  recorded  as  issued 
for  use  at  the  library,  solely,  32,924  volumes,  (additional,  however,  to 
those  used  at  the  Information  Desk),  and  60,234  numbers  of  current 
periodicals.  The  number  of  volumes  issued  in  the  historical  classes,  (a 
number  which  has  been  steadily  rising,  from  year  to  year),  was  19,224; 
namely,  "History,"  7,256;  "Biography,"  6,156;  and  "Geography," 
5,812.  The  number  of  volumes  issued  in  the  department  of  "Art," 
(including  music^),  is  4,085  ;  a  larger  number  than  ever  before.  Men- 
tion should  here  be  made  of  the  formation  of  a  photograph  collection.  The 
pictures  which  are  comprised  in  this  collection  are  not  the  property  of  the 
library,  but  have  been  brought  together  through  the  interest  and  exertions 
of  several  ladies  and  gentlemen,  and  have  been  placed  here  for  circulation. 
The  collection  has  been  increased  by  gifts  from  several  sources  until  it  now 
numbers  74  pictures,  (catalogued  in  the  October  and  November  numbers 
of  the  Monthly  Bulletin).     For  the  past  two  months  it  has  been,  in  real- 


>  Set  Appendix  No.  7;  also  No.  8. 

3  Issaed  from  Feb.  4,  1878,  to  Feb.  4,  181)8, 1,812,596  folomcs. 
The  number  of  musical  scores  issued  is  712. 
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ity,  a  '•^  travelling  collection  *'  of  photographs,  being  exhibited  to  those 
who  wish  to  select  from  it,  on  Saturday  afternoons  at  this  library,  and  on 
Wednesday  afternoons  at  the  Olneyville  Free  Library.  Considerably 
more  than  100  issues  of  pictures  have  been  made  in  the  last  six  months,  to 
about  70  borrowers,  these  latter  being  in  some  instances  school  teachers 
who  have  by  this  means  been  enabled  to  place  a  picture  of  the  highest 
artistic  value  on  the  walls  of  their  schoolroom  for  a  few  davs,  and,  iu 
other  instances,  children  or  men  and  women  who  have  taken  a  picture  to 
their  homes.  It  scarcely  needs  to  be  added  that  the  facilities  for  exhibit- 
ing the  pictures  in  the  present  quarters  of  the  library  have  been  the  worst 
conceivable,  but,  as  is  well  known,  the  new  building  will  contain  very 
special  and  very  effectual  provision  for  such  uses.^ 

One  other  class  which  shows  a  gain,  though  slight,  not  only  in  absolute 
number  of  issues,  but  in  percentage,  is  natural  science,  a  class  in  which 
the  total  resources  of  the  Library  are  at  present  far  below  what  they  shouM 
be.  The  percentage  of  fiction,  (adult  and  juvenile),  remains  very  nearly 
the  same  as  it  was  one  year  ago,  (6l.63-|-,  as  against  61.61-|-«)^ 

The  reference  use  of  the  library  has  expanded  noticeably  during  the 
year,  this  tendency  being  undoubtedly  **  fed  '*  and  developed  by  the  aids 
supplied  in  the  Monthly  Bulletin.  Not  only  has  the  use  of  the  books  at 
the  Information  Desk  been  greater  than  in  any  previous  year,  (no  attempt 
being  made  to  register  it,)3but,  contrary  to  all  expectations,  the  '*  recorded 
use  "  of  books  issued  at  the  Reading  Room  Desk  shows  also  an  increase 
over  that  of  last  year,  (32,924,  as  against  27,845.)'* 

Not  only  has  the  Monthly  Bulletin  contributed  during  the  year  to  the 
gradual  replacing  of  written  cards  in  the  card-catalogue  by  printed  cards, 
and  in  the  class-lists  also,  but  in  putting  into  convenient  printed  form  some 
of  the  subject  groups  of  the  catalogue.  Among  those  which  are  now  repre- 
sented in  the  printed  '^  Special  catalogues",  are  '*  Music  ",  ** Astronomy", 
"  Labor  '*,  '*  Banking**,  **  Trade  catalogues  ",  and  "  Education"  ;  and 
also  the  German  and  Swedish  collections. 

In  conclusion  it  may  be  said  that  the  work  in  every  department  of  the 


>  The  quarters  devoted  to  the  purposes  of  art  in  the  new  building  are  described  in  the 
3Ionihly  Rulleiin,  April,  18U7.  v.  3,  p.  72. 

2  See  Appendix  No.  7,  [D] ;  also  19th  annual  report,  p.  21. 

s  See  19tli  annual  report,  p.  4. 

*  The  use  of  the  library  for  reference  purposes  in  connection  withi  the  schools  has  very 
largely  increased.  The  number  of  teachers  now  using  school  pass-boolrs  is  803.  The  qaarters 
devoted  to  "  School  and  library  in  the  new  building'*  are  described,  in  detaU,  in  the  Uontlily 
Bulletin,  1897,  v.  3,  p.  99-103. 


TWENTIETH    ANNUAL   REPORT.  / 

'library  shows  a  steady  increase,  while  the  ditiiculties  of  performing  it  in 
the  present  quarters  have  correspondingly  increased.  The  approaching 
transfer  to  the  new  building  will  result  in  an  inexpressible  relief.^ 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WILLIAM  E.  FOSTER, 

Librarian. 
February  11,  1898. 


1  Acknowledgments  should  here  be  made,  of  the  cordial  and  effective  cooperation  which  the 
library  has  received  from  the  press  through  the  past  twenty  years,  of  the  services  rendered  by 
various  Oiends  of  the  library  without  charge,  and  of  the  efficient  help  of  the  police  department  in 
the  recovery  of  books.  Of  the  service  rendered  by  his  assistants  the  librarian  cannot  speak  too 
highly.    It  has  been  hearty,  laborious,  and,  to  the  highest  degree,  onperfanctory. 
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APPENDIX  NO.  1. 

I.IST     OF     PERIODICALS,     SERIALS,     AND     ANNUALS     REGULARLY     RECEIVED.  ^ 

[The  asterisk  (*)  Indlcatei  a  publication  received  either  by  gift  or  exdiange.] 

A.     General  list  of  periodicaU.'^ 

Academy,  (weekly).  Architectural  Review,  (8  times  a  year). 

Albany  Law  Journal,*  (weekly).*  Architecture  and  Building,*  (weekly).* 

Amateur  Sportsman,*  (monthly).  Arena,  (monthly). 

American    Architect,   **  Imperial   edi*  Ar^us,*  weekly). 

tion,"  (weekly).  Art  Amateur,  (monthly). 
Same.     **  International  edition,"*  Art  et  Decoration,  (monthly). 

(weekly).*  Art  Interchange,  (monthly). 

American   Engineer,  Car  Builder  and  Art  Journal,  (monthly). 

Railroad  Journal,  (monthly).  Art  (L')  pour  Tons,  (monthly). 

American  Gardening,  (weekly).  Arte  Italiana  Decorativa  e  Industriale, 

American  Historical  Register,  (month-  (monthly). 

ly).  Athenaeum,  (weekly). 

American  Historical  Review,  (quarter-  Atlantic  Medical  Weekly,*  (weekly). 

ly).  Atlantic  Monthly,  (monthly). 

American  History  Leaflets,  (bi-month-  Auk,  (quarterly). 

ly).  Baby  Pathfinder,  (monthly). 

American  Jewess,*  (monthly).  Bank  Notes,*  (bi-monthly). 

American    Journal    of     Archaeology,  Bankers*  Magtizine,  (monthly). 

(quarterly).  Banking  Law  Journal,*  (monthly). 

American    Journal    of    Numismatics,  Bibelot,  (monthly). 

(quarterly).  Biblia,*  (monthly). 

American  Journal  of  Philology,  (quar-  Biblical  World,  (monthly). 

terly).  Bibliographe    (Le)  Moderne,  (month- 

American  Journal  of  Science,  (month-  ly). 

ly).  Birds,  (monthly). 

American  Journal   of   Sociology,    (bi-  Blackwood's, (English  edition), (month- 
monthly),  ly). 
American  Lawyer,*  (monthly).                 Book  News,*  (monthly). 
American  Machinist,  (weekly).                 Book  Notes,  (fortnightly). 
American  Monthly  Microscopical  Jour-  Book  Reviews,*  (monthly). 

nal,  (monthly).  Bookman,  (monthly). 

American  Naturalist,  (monthly).  Bookseller,  (monthly). 

Animals'  Friend,*  (monthly).  Bradstreet's,  (weekly). 

Appalacliia,  (occasional).  British     Journal      of      Photography, 

Appleton's  Popular  Science  Monthly,  (weekly). 

(monthly).  Brochure  Series  of  Architectural  lUus- 

Architectural  Record,  (quarterly).  tration,  (monthly). 


^  Revised  to  Blay  1,  1898;  total,  610. 

^  See  list  B,  following  this,  for  serials,  etc.,  in  a  separate  alphabet. 

'^  At  end  of  year. 

•Gift. 
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APPENDIX  NO.   \,  — continued. 

Brown    Daily    Herald,    (daily  during  Dingler^s     PolytechDisches     Joumal, 

terra).  (weekly). 

Browu  Magazine,  (9  nos.  per  year).         Edinburgh  Review,   (English  edition), 
Brunonian,  (30  nos.  per  year).  (quarterly). 

Builder,  (weekly).  Eflucation,  (monthly). 

Bulletin  Mensuel,*  (monthly).  Educationiil  Review,  (10  nos.  per  year). 

Cabinet  Maker,-  (monthly).  Electrical  Engineering,  (monthly). 

Canada  Law  Journal,*  (semi-monthly).  Electrical  World,  (weekly). 
Cassier^s  Magazine,  (monthly).  Elektrotechnische    Zeltschrift,  (week- 

.Catalogue  Mensuel,*  (monthly).  ly). 

Catholic     Reading     Circle     Review,*  Engineering,  (weekly). 

(monthly).  Engineering  Magazine,  (monthly). 

Catholic  World,  (monthly).  Engineering  News,  (weekly). 

Ccntralbhatt     fiir      Bibllothekswesen,  Engineering  Record,  (weekly). 

(monthly).  English  Historical  Review,  (quarterly). 

Century,  (monthly).  English  Illustrated  Magazine,  (month- 

Charities  Review,  (8  nos.  per  year).  ly). 

Chautauquau,  (monthly).  English  Mechanic,  (weekly). 

Child  Study  Monthly,  (monthly).  Esp^rance,  (L'),*  (semi-weekly).- 

Christian  Science  Journal,*  (monthly).  Fibre  and  Fabric?,  (weekly). 
Citizen,  (monthly).  Forest  and  Stream,  (weekly). 

Club,    Bench,    Bar    and    Professional  Forester,*  (monthly). 

Life  of  Rhode  Island,*  (occasional).  Fortnightly  Review,  (English  edition), 
Colorado  School  Journal,  (with  Book-         (monthly). 

Leaf),*  (monthly).  Forum,  (monthly). 

Commercial  and  Financial  Chronicle,*  Free  Thought  Magazine,*  (montlily). 

(weekly).  1  Gaelic  Journal,  (monthly). 

Con  tern  poi-ary   Review,   (English  edi-  Geographical  Journal,'  (monthly). 

tion),  (monthly).  Good  Government,  (monthly). 

Cook's  Excursionist,*  (monthly).  Granite  Monthly,  (monthly). 

Cosmopolitan,  (monthly).  Great  Round  World,*  (weekly). 

Critic,  (weekly).  Green  Bag,  (monthly). 

Critical  Review,  (quarterly).  Gymnasium,*  (monthly). 

Cumulative  Index  to  a  Selected  List  of  Half  Moon  Series.     Papers  on  Historic 

Periodicals,  (monthly).  Xew  York,  (monthly). 

Current  History,  (quarterly).  Harper's  Bazar,  (weekly). 

Current  Literature,  (monthly).  Harper's  Magazine^  (monthly). 

Decorator  and  Furnisher,  (monthly).      Harper's  Round  Table,  (monthly). 
Dekorative  Kunst,  (monthly).  Harper's  Weekly,  (weekly). 

Deutsche  Rundschau,  (monthly).  Harvard  Graduates^  Magazine,*  (qiiar- 

Dial,  (semi-monthly).  terly). 

Digest  of  Physical   Tests  and  Labora-  Holy  Cross  Purple,*  (monthly). 

tory  Practice,*  (quarterly).  Illustrated  American,  (weekly). 


>  At  end  of  year. 

=  Central  Falls. 

'  Including  the  "  Proceedings**  of  the  Royal  Geographical  Society. 

♦  Ciift. 
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Illustrated  London  News,  (weekly).  Mineral  Collector,*  (monthly). 

lUustrazione  Italiaua,  (weekly).  Modern  Art,  (quarterly). 

Indians^  Friend,  (monthly).  Monthly  Bulletin  of  Foreign   Litera- 
Industries  and  Iron,  (weekly).  turo,*  (Dyrsen  <fe  Pfeiffer),  (month- 

Inland  Printer,  (monthly.)  ly). 

International  Journal  of  Ethics,  (quar-  Monthly    Bulletin    of   World    Litera- 

terly).  lure,*     (Lemcke     &     Buechner). 

Iron  Age,  (weekly).  (monthly). 

Jeweler's  Weekly,*  (weekly).  Monthly   List  of  New   Publications,* 
Jewish  Messenger,  (weekly).  (Stechert),  (monthly). 

Journal  of  American  Ethnology  and  Monthly  Record  of  Scientific  Litera- 

Archaeology,  (annual).  ture,*  (Van  Nostrand),  (monthly). 

Journal  of  Education,  (weekly).  Mount  Airy  World,*  (weekly). 

Journal  of  Political  Economy,  (Untver-  Municipal  Engineering,  (m(»nthly). 

sity  of  Chicago),  (quarterly).  Music,  (monthly). 

Journal  of  Zoophily,  (monthly).  Nation,  (weekly). 

Judge,  (weekly).  National  Review,  (monthly). 

Kindergarten  Magazine,  (monthly).  Nature,  (weekly). 

Kunst  und  Handwerk,  (monthly.)  New  Book    List,*  (Cedric    Chivers), 
L.   A.  W.  Bulletin  and  Good  Roads,^  (monthly). 

(weekly).  New  Century  Journal,  (monthly). 

Jjabour  Copartnership,*  (monthly).  New  Earth,*  (monthly). 

Ladies*  Home  Journal,  (monthly).  New  England  Historical  and  Genea- 
Land  of  Sunshine,*  (monthly).  logical  Register,  (quarterly). 

Library,  (monthly).  New  England  Homestead,  (weekly). 

Library  Journal,  (monthly).  New  England  Magazine,  (monthly). 

Life,  (weekly).  New  England  Staaten  Zeitung,*(week- 
Lippincott's  Magazine,  (monthly).  ly). 

Literary  News,  (monthly).  New  World,  (([uarterly). 

Lit4?rary  World,  (fortnightly).  New-Church  Review,  (quarterly). 

Living  Age,  (weekly).  Nineteenth  Century,  (English  edition). 
Locomotive,*  (monthly).  (monthly). 

M[a]cClure's  Magazine,  (monthly.)  Normal  Student,*  (quarterly). 

Macmillan\s  Magazine,  (monthly).  North  American  Review,  (monthly). 

Maelstrom,*  (three  times  per  year).  Notes  and  Queries,  (rx)ndon),  (week- 
Maine  Bugle,  (quarterly).  ly). 

Manufacturers'  Record,  (weekly).  Official  Statements  of  the  Prcfvidence 
Manufacturing  Jeweler,  (weekly).  Banks,*  (quarterly). 

Materiaux   et  Documents   d'Architec-  Old  South  Leaflets,  (occasional).    . 

ture,  etc.,  (monthly).  Open  Court,*  (monthly). 

Mt^morial    de    la   Librairio  Fran9aise,  Our  Dumb  Animals,  (monthly). 

(weekly).  Outing,  (monthly). 


»  L.  A.  W.,  I.  c,  Lf^ngue  of  American  Wheelmen. 
♦Gift. 


(Iii-muntbly).  SclentiHc  American,  (we 

Political  Science  Quarterly,  (Columbia  Scientific        American 

University,  (quarterly).  (woekl.T). 

Piipniar  Astronomy,  (10  times  a  year).  Scribiter's  M^azine,  fmi 
Portfolio,'   (quarterly;    with   2   extra  Skandinavia,*  (weekly). 

II08.)  Souud  Currency,"  (Mtni 

Postal  Record,"  (monthly).  Speaker,  (weekly). 

Piatt  Institute  Monthly,"  (monthly).      Spectator,  (weekly). 
I'rovidouce  Dally  Journal,"  (daily).        Street  Railway  Jourual, 
Providence    Journal    of     Commerce,  Sunday  School  Times,  {' 

(ratinthly).  Tablet,"  {monthly). 

Providence  News."  (daily).  Tennesaee      University 

Providence  Sunday  Journal."  (week-         (monthly). 

1yl.  Textile  Uannfacturer,  (i 

Providence  Visitor,"  (weekly).  Textile  World,"  (month] 

Public  Libraries,  (monthly).  Travelers'  Record,"  (mo 

Public  Opinion,  (weekly).  Triangle,"  (fortniRhtly). 

Publisbere'  Weekly,  (weekly).  TuftM  Weekly,"  (weekly] 

Puck,  (weekly).  Ueber  Land  uud  Meer,  ( 

Punch,  (weekly).  Vegetarian  MesseuKer,* 

Putnam's  Historical  MagaziDe,  (month-  WasbinKton    Book   Chn 

1.V).  t«rly). 

(Quarterly  Journal  of  Ecouomlcs,  (liar-  Westminster  Review,  (Ei 

vanl  University,  (quarterly).  (monthly). 

Qiiai'terly   Review,   (English   edition).  Whist,  (monthly). 

(<juartc-rly).  Wilson's       PhotoKrapbi 

Itailroad  Gazette,  (weekly).  (monthly). 

Ki-ader,  (monthly).  Women's  Journal,"  (wei 

Review      of      Reviews,     (American),  Yale  Review,  (quarterly 

(monthly).                                           Youtli's  Coniiianion,  (w 
Revue  (La)  do  Paris,  (xemi-monthly).  Total 
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APPENDIX  NO.  }, —continued. 
B.         Serial  publications^^  chiefly  of  organizations^^  governmental  etc. 

Alabama,  State  of.     A fi^ri cultural  £x-  American  Society  of  Mechauical  Eiigi- 

periment  Station.  Bulletin,*  (occa-  neers.    Transactions,  (biennial). 

sional).  American      Statistical      Association. 

American  Academy  of  Political    and         Quarterly    Publications,   (quarter- 
Social  Science.  Annals,  (bi-month-         ly). 

ly).  Archaeological  Institute  of  America. 

American  Antiquarian  Society.    Pro-         Bulletin    of    Classical    Studies  at 

ceedings,  (semi-annual).  Athens,  (occasional). 

American  Association  for  the  Advance- Papers,  (occasional). 

ment    of   Science.      Proceedings,  Bayerische     Kunstgewerbe      Verein. 

(annual).  Zeitschrift,  (monthly). 

American  Bankers'  Association.    Pro-  Brown  University..    Papers  from  the 

ceedings,*  (annual).  Historical    Seminary,*    (occasion- 

American  Bar  Association.    Reports,*         al). 

(annual).  Bureau      of      American      Republics. 

American       Economic      Association.  Monthly  Bulletin,*  (monthly). 

Economic    Studies,    (bi-monthly).  Cambridge    Entomological     Club. 

Publications,  (occasional).  Psyche,  (monthly). 

American  Folk-lore  Society.    .Journal  Catholic      University     of     America. 

of  American  Folk-lore,  (quarterly).  Catholic     University      Bulletin,* 

Memoirs,  (occasional).  (quarterly). 

American  Historical  Association.   An- Catholic    University     Chronicle,* 

nual  Report,*  (annual).  (monthly). 

American  Institute  of  Architects.  Pro-  Cleveland  Public  Library.  Cumulative 

ceedings.*  (annual).  Index,  (bi-monthly). 

American  Institute  of  Electrical  Engi-  Colorado,  State  of.  State  Agricultural 

neers.    Transactions,  (monthly).  Experiment    Station.      Bulletin,* 

American    Institute  of  Mining  Engi-  (occasional). 

neers.     Transactions,  (annual).        Columbia  University.     Studies  in  Hi s- 
Americau  Iron  and  Steel  Association.  tory.  Economics,  etc.,  (occasional). 

Bulletin  (occasional).  University    Bulletin,*   bi-month- 

American   Library  Association.     Pro-         ly). 

ceedings,  (annual.)  Connecticut,  State  of.    State  Agricul- 

American  Public  Health  Association.  tural  Experiment  Station.  Annual 

Journal,  (quarterly).                                 report,*  (annual). 
American  Social  Science  Association.  Storrs    Agricultural    Experiment 

Journal    of   Social    Science,    (an-         Station.     Bulletin,*  (occasional). 

nual).  Cornell  University.    Agricultural  Ex- 

American  Society  of  Civil  Engineers.  periment    Station.     Bulletin,* 

Proceedings,  (monthly).  (monthly). 


J  The  alphabetical  order  is  by  the  name  of  the  organization. 
3  See  list  C,  following  this,  for  **  annuals." 
♦  Gift. 
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United  States  of  America.    Catalogue Department  of  the  Treasury.    Bui- 

of     United     States    documents,*  letin  of  the   Coast  and    Geodetic 

(monthly).  Survey,*  (occasional). 
Congressional  Record,*  (daily,  dur-  University  of  California.     Apicultun 

ing  session).  Experiment      Station.       BulletiD,l 
Department    of    Agriculture.    Li-          (occasional). 

brary  Bulletin,*  (quarterly).  University  of  Minnesota.    Agricultural 
Division  of  Ornithology,  etc.  Experiment    Station.       Bulletio,* 

Reports,*  (monthly).  (occasional). 
Weather  Bureau.     Bulletin  of  University  of  Pennsylvania.     Transla- 

the    New   England    Climate    and  tious  and  Reprints,*  (bi-monthly). 

Crop  Service,*  (monthly).  University    of    Wisconsin.     Bulletin,* 
Monthly     Weather     Re-  (occasional). 

view,*  (monthly).  Utah,    State   of.      State    Agricultural 
Report     of      the      Ohio  College  Experiment  Station.     Bul- 

Weather      and      Crop      Service,*         letin,*  (occasional). 

(monthly).  Vermont,  State  of.    Univei-sity  of  Vcr- 
Department     of     State.    Bulletin  mont  and   State  Agricultural  Col- 

of  the  Rolls  and  Library,*  (occa-         lege.      Agricultural      Experiment 

sional).  Station       Bulletin,      (occasional). 

Consular  Reports,*  (monthly). Annual  report,*  (annual). 

Same.    Special,*  (occasional).  Virginia,  State  of.    State  Agricultural 

Department  of  the  Interior.    Bu-         Experiment     Station.      Bulletin,* 

reau  of    Education.    Circulars  of         (occasional). 

Information,*  (occasional).  Washington,  State  of.      State  Agricul- 
Bureau  of  Labor.    Bulletin,*         tural  Experiment  Station,*  (occa- 

(monthly).  sional). 
Census     Bureau.      Bulletin,*  West  Virginia,   State   of.     State  Agri- 

(occasional).  cultural  Experiment  Station.    Bul- 

Report^,*  (occasional).  letin,*  (occasional). 

Patent    Office.      Official    Ga-  Western    Reserve    University.       Bul- 

zette,*  (weekly).  letin,*  (semi-annual). 
Department  of  the  Navy.     Astron-  Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity.     Pub- 

oniical  Papers    of    the    American  lications,  (occasional). 

Epliemeris,*  (occasional).  Wyoming,    State  of.      State    Agricul- 
Smithsonian  Institution.     Annual  tural  Experiment  Station.     Bulle- 

Report,''  (annual).  tin,*  (occasional). 
Contributions  to  Knowledge,*  Yale  University.    Studies  from  the  Psy- 

(occasionnl).  chological  Laboratory,*  (occasion- 
Miscellaneous  Contributions,*  al). 

(occasional).  Transactions  of  the  Astronomical 

National  Museum.    Bulletin,*         Observatory,*  (occasional). 

(occasional).  Total 143 

*  Gift. 
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C.  Annuals  and  biennials,  etc.,  including  almanacs. 

Academy  Architecture,  1S07,  (annual).  Medical  and  Surgical  Register  of  the 
Almauach  de  Gotha,  1898.     (Official).  United   States,    1890.*      (Medical, 

American    Annual    of    Photof^raphy,         etc). 

1807.    (Photof^rapby).  Mineral  Industiy  of  the  United  States, 

American  Church  Almanac,  etc.,*  1897.  (Rothwell's,     189(5.      (Mineraloji^i- 

(Protestant  Episcopal  Church).  cal). 

Anne^     Scientiflque    et    Industrielle,  Minerva,  1898.    (Educational). 

1898.     (Scientific).  Naval  Annual,  (Brassey),  1897. 

Annual    Burns  Chronicle,  etc.,    1898.  New  England  Business  Directory,  1896. 

(Burns  literature.)  (Business). 

Annual    Catalogues;     American    and  Photographic  Mosaics,  1897.     (Photog- 

English,    1897.      (Trade     bibliog-         raphy). 

raphy).  Poor^s   Manual    of     Railroads,    1897. 

Annual   Literary  Index,   1897.     (Peri-         (Railroads). 

odical  literature,  etc.)  Providence,    City   of.      City    Manual, 

Appleton's  Annual  Cyclopaedia,  1897.  1897.*    (Official,  statistical,  etc.) 

(Statistical).  Providence    Almanac,*  1897.     (Local; 

Coal  Trade,  (Saward's),  1895.     (Coal).  statistical). 

Commercial    Year-book,    1897.      (An-  Providence   Directory,    1897.    (Local; 

nual).  statistical). 

Constitutional  Year-book,  1896.    (Gov-  Providence     House    Directory,    1897. 

ernmental;  Great  Britain).  (Local;  statistical). 

Daheim    Kalender,     1898.      (Miscella-  Providence    Journal    Almanac,  1898.* 

neous).  Local;  statistical). 

Dockham's  American  Report  and  Di-  Providence  Postal  Guide  and  Refer- 

rectory,  1H96.     (Textiles).  ence  Book,  1897.*    (Local;  postal; 

First   Univei-salist   Parish.      Chancel  statistical). 

Window,  1898.     (Religious.)  Providence  Tax   Book,  1897.    (Local; 

Graduate    Courses,    1897-98.     (Educa-         finuncial). 

tional).  Publishers'   Trade  List  Annual,  1897. 

Hazeirs     Annual,      1898.      (Encyclo-  (Trade  bibliogi-aphy). 

piedic).  Reference  Catalogue  of  Current  Litera- 

Hoffman's    Catholic    Directory,    etc.,  ture,  (1894).     (Occasional). 

1898.*     (Roman  Catholic  Church).  Rhode  Island,  State  of.    Rhode  Island 
Houghtaling's  Hand- Book  of    Useful         Manual,  1897.*     (Official,  histori- 

Information,  181>6.    (Statistical).  cal,  and  statistical). 

Johnston  and  Cranston  Directory,  1896.  Statesman's  Year-book,  1897.    (Official 

(Local:  statistical).  and  statistical). 

Liber  Brunensis,   189S.     (Societies    of  Statistical  Year-book  of  Canada,  1895.* 

Brown  University).  (Official). 

Manual     of    American    Water-works,  Statistician  and  Economist,  (McCarty), 

1897.       (Statistical;  water- works).  1897-98.     (Statistical). 
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APPENDIX  NO.   l,-^  continued. 

Textile  Manufacturer  Annual,    1896.* Official    Register,    1807.*      (Bien 

(Textiles).  uial.)     (Official.) 

Tribune  [New  York]   Almanac,  1898.  Whitaker's  Almanack,  189S.     (Statisti- 
( Political  and  statistical.)  cal.) 

Tribune  [New  York]  Index,  1896.     (In  Who's  who,  (1898).     (Biographical.) 
dex  to  general  news  and  infonna-  World    [New   York]    Almanac,    li^. 
tion.)  (Political  and  statistical.) 

United  States  of  America.    Congres-  Yachtsman's     Annual     Guide,     1$1)7. 
sional  Directory,  1897.*    (Official.)  (Yachting.) 

Department  of  the  Navy.    Ameri-  Total,  57 

can  Ephemeris  and  Nautical  Alma- 
nac, 1899.*    (Astronomical.) 


The  following  libraries  are  represented  by  a  bulletin,  (monthly  or  otherwisie,  and  usually  rf- 
ceived  in  exchange) :  Apprentices*  Library,  Philadelphia;  Berkshire  Atlienarum,  Pitt«field. 
llass.;  Boston  Public  Library ;  Bowdoin  College  Library,  Brunswick,  Ble. ;  Brookline  iHtn*) 
Public  Library;  Brooklyn,  (X.  Y.)  Library;  Cambridge  (Mass.)  Public  Library;  Camegiv 
Library,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.;  Cincinnati  Public  Library,  Cincinnati;  City  Library,  Denrer;  City 
Library  Association,  Springfield,  Mass.;  Cleveland  (O.)  Public  Library  f Cornell  University 
Library,  Ithaca,  N.  Y.;  Detroit  Public  Library ;  Dover,  (N.  H.)  Public  Library;  Drexei  insti- 
tute Library,  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  Enoch  Pratt  Free  Library,  Baltimore;  Fltchburg  (Man.; 
Public  Library;  Grosvenor  Free  Public  Library,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.;  Hartford  (Ct.)  Public  Library. 
Jersey  City  (N.J.)  Public  Library;  Lancaster  (Mass.)  Town  Library;  Lawrence  (Mass.;  l*ublic 
Library;  Library  Company  of  Philadelphia;  Lowell  (Mast*.)  City  Library;  Maiden  Msm.} 
Public  Library;  Mercantile  Library  of  Philadelphhi ;  Milwaukee  (Wis.)  Public  Library;  MiaiMr 
apolis  (Minn.)  Public  Library;  New  Bedford  (Mass.)  Free  Public  Library;  New  Haven  Ct.; 
Free  Public  Library;  New  London  (Ct.)  Public  Library;  New  York  (N.  Y.)  Free  Circolatinf 
Library;  New  York  (N.  Y.)  Public  Library,  Astor,.  Leno.v  &  Tilden  Foundationii;  New  York 
Free  Library  of  the  General  Society  of  Blechanlcs  and  Tradesmen;  Newark  (N.  J.;  Publk 
Library;  Oberlin  College  Library,  Oberlln,  O. ;  Omaha  (Neb.)  Public  Library ;  OKterhout  Frvr 
Library,  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.;  Otis  Library,  Norwich,  Ct.;  Paterson  (N.J.)  Free  Public  Libran-: 
Peoria  (111.)  Public  Library;  Peterborough  Public  Library,  Peterborough,  F:ngland;  Fralt 
Institute  Free  Library.  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.;  Providence  (K.I.)  Athenzeum;  Providence  Public 
Library;  Quincy  (III.)  Public  Library;  St.  Joseph  Free  Public  Library,  St.  Joseph,  Mo.;  Salem 
(Mass.)  Public  Library;  San  Francisco  (Cal.)  Public  Library;  Scranton  (Pa.)  Public  Lll»rarr; 
Seattle  (Wash.)  Public  Library;  SomerviUe  (Mass.)  Public  Library;  Taunton  i.Mass.:  Public 
Library;  Tufts  Library,  Weymouth,  Mass.;  Uxbridge  (Mass.)  Free  Public  Library;  Wal- 
tliam  (Mass.)  Public  Library;  Warren  County  (111.)  Library;  Westerly  (U.  I.)  Public  Library; 
W^orccstcr  Free  Public  Library;  also  the  Clerkcnwell  Public  Library,  England.  Also  the  Dei- 
ver  Public  Library,  whose  accessions  are  published  In  the  Colorado  School  Journal,  with  tbe 
Book-leaf ;  also  the  very  fully  equipped  St.  Louis  Public  Library  Magazine.    Total.  64. 


SUMMARY. 


Division  A 252 

B 143 

C 57 

Library  bulletins M 

Total 51« 

•Gin. 
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APPENDIX  NO.  2. 


0E:NERAL  STATEMENT  OF  THE  YEAK'S  OBOWTH. 


Divisions. 

No.  in  library, 
Jan.  1,  1897. 

1 
Added  in  1897. 

Withdrawn,  1897. 

c   . 

9i  a 

d. 

n)    Books  in  circulation 

68,100 

3,333 

18,715 

1 
4,129  1      454 

302           16 
365      1  99ft  1 

61, n5 

3,619 
17,854 

(^)    Books  for  reference 

O    Reoorts  for  reference 

^.(^m 

Total 

80,148 

4,796 

83,248 

-«,   t  »   Vf                _,  — ,   — 

^  The  larger  part  of  these  reports  *'  withdrawn  "  are  duplicates  of  United  States  Government 
publications,  which  liave  been  turned  over  to  those  who  could  make  use  of  them. 

APPENDIX  NO.  3. 

SOUKCKS   OF  ACCESSIONS. 


SOUKCES. 


C  rm 

9  eg 

6  •  '^ 

5z: 


(1)     By  purchase |   48,121 

C^)    By  transfer,  exchange,  etc., ^ |     5,154 

(«)    Bygift,! ,  35,166 


< 


00  ee 


3,422 


51,543 
812  ,       5,466 
1,062  I     36,228 


Total  accessions  from  beginning |  88,441 

Total  withdrawals  from  beginning I 


4,796  I     9:i,237 
I       9,989 


Present  total 


83,248 


»  See  Appendix  No.  10  lor  the  sources  from  which  these  have  been  received,  by  gift  or  ex- 
change. 
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APPENDIX  NO.  4. 


GROSS  AND  NET  INCREASE  OF  THE  YEAR. 


I 

Gain. 

Loss. 

(^"i    Bv  Durchase 

3,422 

312 
1,062 

By  withdrawal,  (1807) 

l,dM 

p)     By  transfer,  exchange, 
etc 

(»)    ByRift 

1 

Gross  firain 

4,706 
1,606 

i 

Loss  deducted 

Net  gain 

3,100 

1 

1 

APPENDIX  NO.  5. 


classification  of  accessions. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

0 

10 

11 

12 


Added  in  1807.^ 


Practical  science 

Miscellaneous  literature^.. 

Fiction 

Social  and  political  science 

Juvenile  books 

General  class' 

History 

Biography 

Geography 

Natural  science 

Art,  (including  music)* 

Philosophical  science 


625 
593 
526 
450 
408 
380 
370 
316 
224 
215 
168 
156 


In  neither  of  the  above  classes. 


4,431 
365 


Total 4,796 


Present  total. ^ 


1 
2 
3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 


Fiction 

History 

Miscellaneous  literature^.. 

General  class' 

Biography 

Social  and  political  science 

Geography 

Practical  science 

Philosophical  science 

Natural  science 

Juvenile  books 

Art,  (including  music)* 


61,2« 
In  neither  of  the  above  classes,  22.000 

Total 83,i4S 


1  The  order  of  arraDgement  In  each  of  the  two  columni  it  by  rank  of  nomber  of  volaniM  is 
each  class,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest. 

3  "  Miscellaneous  literature,*'  i.  e.,  including  poetry  and  the  drama,  literary  CMay««  literary 
periodicals,  etc.;  in  brief,  all  belonging  under  '*  Literature**  except  fiction  and  JuTeaile  books, 
which  have  a  separate  entry  In  this  column.    See  p.  81  of  the  18th  annual  report. 

3  "  General  class";  1.  e.,including  works  the  contents  of  which  belong  exdnslvdy  In  no  one  of 
the  other  classes,  but  in  several,  as  the  "  complete  works**  of  certain  anthort,  etc.  8Mp.I041 
of  the  18th  annual  report. 

*  Musical  scores,  23  vols. 

B  Musical  scores,  364  vols. 
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APPENDIX  NO.  6. 

REGISTRATION  TABULATED  BY  WARDS. 

Number  of  cards  issued,  1897 5,371 

Number  of  cards  cancelled,  1897 96 

Number  in  use  at  present  time,  Dec.  31,  1897 14,234 


Registration  by  loarda,  1897. 


( 
( 


1 

2 
8 

4 
5 

e 

7 
8 
9 
10 


Second. 

Seventh. 

Fifth . . . 

Ninth.. 

Fourth . 

Sixth... 

Eighth . , 

First... 

Tenth.. 

Third.. 


066 
626 
598 
592 
586 
530 
495 
449 
434 
400 


Total 5,371 

Summary, 

Total  (2)  East  side  wards 1,115 

Total  (0)  West  side  wards  3,422 

Third  and  Tenth  wards 834 


Total 5,371 


Total  registration  by  wards^  1895-97. 


Name  of 

THB 
WARD. 


Tenth... 

Third... 

8lxth... 

First  ... 

Ninth... 

Second . 

Filth... 

Eighth 

Serenth. 

Fourth  . 


Rank  of  wards 
by  population, 
June  1,  1895.1 


Rank  of  wards  by  number  of 
names  reii^stered,  Jan.  1, 
1806.  to  Dec.  31.  1897.* 


21,022  Fifth 1,756 

17.51S!Second 1,658 

15 A'M*  Fourth.... 1.585 

14.6.12  Seventh , 1,538 

14.005'Ninth 1.478 

13,880,  Eiirhth 1.887 

13.484iMxth 1,375 

]3,380lFirst 1.318 

13.068  Tenth 1,198 

8.991|Tbird 1,046 


Total 145,47S>    ToUl 14.294 


Percentage  of  registration  in 
each  ward  to  the  pc^ralatioB 
of  the  ward. 


Fourth 19.1 

fifth 13.02 

Second 11.9 

Serenth 11.7 

Eighth 10.3 

Ninth 10.1 

Sixth 8.8 

First 8.S 

Third 5.9 

Tenth 5.6 


1  See  Rhode  Island  State  Census  Bulletin,  (1895),  No.  5.  p.  8. 
A  three-years*  period. 
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APPENDIX  NO.  7. 


CIRCULATIOX. 


LA.] 

AGGREGATE  FOR 
FIFTEEN    TEARS. 

• 

• 

Si 

4) 

>% 

S 

• 

s 

• 

m 

5th  year. 

6th  year. 
7th  year. 

Total  number  of  vol- 
umes used  at  the  li- 
brary   ••.... 

14.007 
90,085 

10,427 
93,386 

7.222 
67.620 

6,857 
83320 

1 
8.075           fl.»02 

27,406 
08,011 

Total  number  taken  for 
home  use 

8S,£19 

85,486 

Total  in  both  classes.. 

104,602        lO.'t^lS 

74,842 

■ 

90,177 

90,594 

M378 

120.417 

[A.] 

• 

AGGREGATE  FOR 

01 

Si 

s 

V 

a; 

>% 

FIFTEEN    YEARS. 

>» 

.s 

' 

«iS 

o 

00 

» 

^ 

CONCLUDED. 

Total  number  of  vol-, 
ames  used  at  the  li- 
brary         20.100  i       14.192  1       13,657 


Total  number  taken  for 
home  use 


93,587  I       82.170 


Total  in  both  classes...      113,687 


77.047 


96.371  i       90.704 


10,905 


u 


09 


15,349 


83.096  i       84.724 


94.596 


19.145 


72,191  7.1.239         79.249   '        76.10) 


97.247 


[A.] 

AG(iREOATE    FOR 

FIFTEEN  YEARS. 

CONCLUDKl). 


o 


Total    number   taken   for   Jiome 
use 


Total  In  both  claRsci*. 


9t 


Si 


at 


Total  number  of  volumes  used  at 
at  the  library.  I      25,055  ,       24.387 


86,801         iiO,798 


35.474 


108.070 


111,916        115.185        143,544 


33.378        27345 


115,743 


149.116 


118.17S 


146.020 


s 


S2.92I* 


vm^ixp 


161.142 


1  Only  a  small  portion  of  the  total  used  for  reference  is  ref^istered.  and  consequently  Included 
in  theHe  figures. 

•  Of  thi?<  total,  3415  were  charged  on  the  school  pass-books. 
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[C]  Books  takkn  for 
HOME  USB,  1897. 


[B.]  VSK  OP  TUB  LIBRARY  WITHIN  THE  ROOM,  1897.^ 

STATISTICAL  ITEMS.  BOOKS  CONSULTED.    |  FERIODICALS,  ETC. 

i 

Larfrett  useonanyday..  IJan.2V] 200     TKeb.Sl 800     [March  181 071 

Smalleit  aseon  anyday..  [July  4]:  (a  le-  :[JulyOj Ti     lJAn,28] 120 

:    fai  holiday)..       10  ' 

Larfrevt  In  any  week [Nov.28-Dec.4j   1,058    i[Ja.  Sl.Feb.A]  1,65.1     [Feb.  lfr-201 3,260 

Smallett  in  any  week....'  June  20-26] ...      208     [May  2l0^e.A]      V08      ' Aug.  7-11] 1,792 

[Dec.l a,685     ^'— '  - "•-  

June] 1,729 


Larxett  In  any  month. 
Smallfst  In  anv  month...  , 

Arerage  monthly  use....,!.....^ 2,743+ 

Arerage  weekly  use 838+ 

Arerage  dally  use i  90-|- 

Toial  in  the  year 83,024 


Jan.1 6.178 

June] 4,367 


March] njxn 

July] 8,808 

10,6844- 

2.4664- 

.,..,..     3fty-t- 

60,234      !!'!'...;  V.'.V.V.  .128,218 


I 


1  The  total  recorded  Sunday  use  of  the  library,  (52  Sundays),  Is  10,065;  the  largest  use  on  any 
Sunday,  (Nov.  28),  being  339. 

[D.]      CLASSIFICATION  OF  CIRCULATION. 

Part  I.    By  the  class{flcation  adopted  in  this  library.. 


NAME.  ,      NO.   OF  VOLS. 


Parcentaob  of 

TOTAL. 


(1)  Fiction,  [adult] 54,846  Un  mo       i       ,m  ««  ,  j  42.77-h 

Fiction,  [juvenile] 24,197  (  *"»"^       , '  •••"l-^+  \  18.804- 

(2)  History 7,25(i ' 5.65+ 

(.3)    Miscellaneous  literature^ '    <»,528 5.()9-h 

(4)     Biojjraphy I     «,15(J i 4.80-f 

(.'»)    GeoRi-aphy 5,812 4.53-+- 

(«)     General  class*^ 4,637 3.61+ 

(7)  Art,  (including  music)'* 4,0S5 3.18-h 

(8)  Social  and  political  science 3,752 , 2.92-f- 

(D)     Natural  science 3,293 2.56-f 

(10)  Practical  science 2,936 2.284- 

(11)  Philosophical  science i     2,802 2. 18-+- 

(12)  Periodicals  in  binders,  circulatingi 

as  books 1,918 1.49-h 

Total 128.218                   '                     100. 


1  **  Miscellaneous  literature  ";  I.  e.,  ull  belonging  under  "Literature**  except  **  Fiction'* 
and  "Juvenile  books,"  which  have  a  separate  entry  above. 

It  includes  the  following  divisions,  (the  number  of  volumes  Issued  being  entered  In  each 
Instance) : 

Poetry  and  ilie  drama 4,001  vols. 

Literary  essays 2,187    " 

Literary  periodicals 126    " 

Philology 154    " 

6,528  vols. 
The  number  of  volumes  of  the  drama  Issued  is  3!0. 

s  "  General  class  ** ;  1.  e..  Including  work4  the  contents  of  which  being  exclusively  In  no  one 
of  the  other  classt* s.    See  foot-note  3,  under  appendix  No.  5. 

*  The  number  of  volumes  of  musical  scores  Issued  Is  712. 
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APPENDIX   NO.   1,— continued. 
Part  2.     By  the  classification  of  the  American  Library  Association,^ 

A.  Literary  classes. 

Juveniles 24,191 

Prose  fiction 54,846 

Essays,  poetry,  drama,* 12,803 

Periodicals,  literary,' 126 

Total,  literary  classes 91,972 

B.  Historical  classes, 

Geo{p*aphy  and  travels 5,812 

Biof^raphy ^'^^ 

History '^.256 

Total,  historical  classes 1^.224 

C.  Arts  and  sciences. 

Fine  arts 4,0S5 

Industrial  arts -'^^ 

Natural  science ^'^^ 

Philology 15^ 

Social  and  political  science ^1*^52 

Philosophy 2,802 

Total,  arts  and  sciences 17,022 

Summary. 

Literary  classes 91,972  \ 

Historical  classes 19,2i^4  >  128,218 

Alls  and  sciences 17,022  ^ 


1  See  the  Library  Journal,  v.  1,  p.  431;  v.  2,  p.  38. 

>  The  above  is  the  language  used  in  the  Library  Journal,  (v.  1,  p.  431).  It  is  not  sufficiently 
inclusive,  however,  for  the  divisions  of  classes  represented  in  this  library;  and,  in  ptac«  of  the 
single  word,  **  essays,"  therefore,  there  may  be  substituted,  for  our  purposes,  **  literary  essays,** 
•'general  essays,"  "complete  works  of  authors,"  general  periodicals,  serials,  etc.,  and  other 
forms  of  literature;  also  the  periodicals  in  binders,  charged  as  boolcs.  The  latter  are  separately 
entered  on  the  previous  page. 

s  Comprising  critical  journals,  of  which  the  Orilic  is  a  type,  but  not  a  general  periodical,  such 
as  the  Forum. 
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APPENDIX  NO  l^'-conthiupd. 

Part  3.     Statiatics  stated  in  terms  of  the  Rhode  Island  Board  of  Education's 

scheme  of  classification. 


CLASSES. 


ITEMS  OF 
STATISTICS. 


1.  Namber  of  vol« 
nines  at  begin- 
ning of  year....    0,70-i 

S.  No.  of  volumes 
added  daring 
ttieyear 806 

8.  No.  of  volumes 
lost  or  with- 
drawn during 
iheyear 9 

4.  No.  of  volumes 

at  end   of   the 

year i   7,059 

5.  No.   of  volumes 

circulated    dur- 
ing the  year....    7,250 


« 

^    f 

o  ^ 


s 


SB      '   «•  a 

■■   *^        IS 


♦*  I    73     I  5 

(2       &<      I  ^ 


S 


$•€':££       » 


7 

8 

• 

9 

O 

» 

6 

e 

O 

cs 

^ 

s 

1 

i 

5.488    8.740' 10,251'  2,081    3,419 


290,       180,'   1,503.'      108       380 


8 


10 


15 


5,715    3,917  17,738    2,174^   3,799 

I  I 

8,150    5.812  10,808,   3.450    3.072 


9,890  28,903 


934 


378 


10,446 


733 


1.251 


28,445 


.79,013    0.S55 


s 
o 


2 

tm 


o 


6 


70,479!   3,069 


1.08O| 


10 


at 


to 


80.148 


4,494       302,       4,796 


1,096 


79.293    3.955,     83,248 

J 

128,218 1 

I  I 
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APPENDIX  NO.  8. 

RANK  OF   MONTHS  IN  CIRCULATION  AND  REGISTRATION. 
[Compare  alio  Appeadloea  Not.  0  an<l  7.] 


CIRCULATION. 


I 


llEOI8TRATI02f. 


Total. 


I 

I 

March 13,373, 

February 18,100' 

November 11 .012 

Janaary ll,7(^3i 

October 11,2141 

April 11,101 

December 10,932 1 

May 10.026 

September 0,071, 

Jone 9,043! 

August 8,850 

July 8.806 

Total 128.218 


January.... 
February.. 

March 

October ... 
November. 
September 
December. 

April 

May 

August.... 

July 

June 


Subdivisions  of  total  registration. 


v^-,      ,  Teachers* 


Johnston. 


Teachers'l    cards 

school      lagnedto 

»P**«-     I    othert. 
books.     ' 


Total 


1,488 

ISO 

i    " 

739 

67 

'   12 

601 

41 

10 

638 

.30 

21 

612 

.34 

16 

361 

27 

17 

.350 

20 

8 

387 

19 

9 

278 

2-2 

3 

271 

5 

1 

259 

2 

1 

207 

3 
420 

5,941 

114 

1  I  3 
2 

6 
5  8 

1         '  3 

5 

1  1 

I 

I  I 

1  '  2 

1 

9        '        27 


Cards 
issued 
to  all 
others. 


1,320 
658 
515 
479 
458 
312 
S20 
308 
253 
262 
255 
202 


5,371 


[No. 

l8t 

2d 
3d 
4th 
5th 
rtth 
7th 
8th 
0th 
10th 

nth 

12th 
l.Jth 
14th 
15th 
10th 
17th 
18th 
l!)th 
20th 


APPENDIX  NO.  9. 

ACCESSIONS,   CIRCULATION,   AND  REGISTRATION  FOR  TWENTY  YEARS. 

Accessions.  Circulation.             Registration 

of  vols,  at  beginning] 10,307 

year,  1878-70 3,401 90,085 10,792 

year,  1879-80 3,331 93,386 2,988 

year,  1880 1,407 07,020 2,24tf 

year,  1881 1,724 83,319 2,257 

year,  1882 1,798 82,519 2,204 

year,  las;^ 4,8:53 a5,4S0 2,632 

year,  18^4 0,482 93,011 2,096 

year,  1885 2,071 93,587 2,270 

year,  188<5 2,190 82,179 1,968 

year,  1887 3,347 77,047 1,745 

year,  1888 4,107 72,191 5,995 

year,  18S0 5,04-1 73,239 2,342 

year,  181)0 0,040 79,249. . .' 2,334 

year,  L^IH .0,923 78,102 4,324 

year,  lsj»2 4,5:]1 8<J,891 3,172 

year,  189.J 5,.>49 90,798 3,294 

year,  181)4 ;J,920  108,070 4,853 

year,  18J»5 4,251 115,743 4,557 

year,  1s<m; 4,fM)9 118,175 4,306 

year,  1SJ)7 4,790 128,2181 5,371 


'  Tottt!  circulntJon,  from  beginning;  1,790.515. 
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'I.EDONBNT 


IIPTS,  EXCHANOE^,  I 
ENEBAL  aOURCES. 


Academy  of  Natural  Sciences  of  PhiladelpliU, 


Pa.. 


I.  J.  M.. 


Addetnan,  Hoi 

Akerman  Co 

Aldrich,  Hon.  N.  W.,  U.  S.  Senate s        152     « 

Almy  Water-lube  Boiler  Co..  Providence |   1  cat.  I 

Amateur  S  porta  man,  Publishers  of,  New  York..  3"... 

American  Baptist  Home   Mission  Society ,     I 

American  Bar  Association 1 1     1 

American  Conference  on  International  Arbitra-|  i 

tiim.  Committee  of |  I     1 

American  Jewess,  Publisliers  of.  New  York I  I 

American  Oriental  Society.  New  Haven I  ]  1 

American    Pliilatelic    Associatioa,    Wheeling,!  i 

We«t  Vii-cinia 1  I . . . . 

American  Unitarian  Axsocialion.  Boston I 

Ancient   and    Honorable    Artillery    Company,  i 

Boston  1 1 

Anderson.  Kev.  T.  D.,  D.  D.,  Providence 7  ' 

Andover  Theological  Seminary,  Andover,  Mass. I   1  cftt.    ....  . 

Angell.  J.    B.,    LL.  D.,   President  of   the   Uni-  , 

vevsity  of  MJchifian.  Ann  Arbor,  Micb '    2    . 

Animals'  Friend,  PubliHhers  of,  London,  Eue-I 

lami ; ' 

Anna  Tii'knor  Library  AKSoriatfon,  Boston I  < . 

Anthony,  Professor  Gardner  C,  Tufts  Cullege,; 

College  Hill,  Mass 1   i 

Appletou.  Professor  John  H.,  Brown  Universitv.  3    . 

Arffus.  Publishers  of,  Boston { |...    . 

Arnold,  Fred  A 1    ....  , 

Arnold,  N.  D '  3  , 

Associated  Charities.  Boston 1    , 

Atkinson,  E^lwanl,  Boston ; i 

Bailey.  Miss  H.  B  I ,.... 

Bain.  James,  Toronto,  Ont i  1    

Balcb.  Thomas  W.,  Philadehihia ' 1    . 

Bank  Notes,  Publisliers  of  ; 

Barker,  Dr.  Wlllinm,  Providence IS    

Beacon  Hill  Improvement  Association,  Provi-,  | 

Biaiadeii.  Albert F.'.M.n.V,. *.".",*.'. ','.!!!!!!!.'!!!! i" '■■■ ' 

Blanchard,  G.  B.,  New  York ' I.... 

Blias.  E.  W.,  &  Co.,  itrooklyn '   1  cat,  ; 


2  atlases. 
"12  no's!" 


t,  the  ptrlodtekli  btn 
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I 


-I 


Bookseller  and  SUtion«r.  Publish  era  of,  Toronto.! . 

BoBtOD  Buok  Co.,  BoatOD 

BoBtoc  MerclianU'  AssociiiKoa,  Boston |. 

Boston  Yiiuni;  Mea'a  Christiaa  AMOcUtion i 

Bowen,  W.  M.  P |  i  , 

Br&ckett.  C.  A.,  M.  D.,  Newport. i  1  ' 

Brazza-Bavorgnaii,CountesB  Cora  Hlocorob  dj.  -2  | 

Brochure  tjetiea  of  Arcliitecturat  Illu*trAtion,| 

Pultlisliers  of,  Boiton ' i 

Brooks,  MlBS  Martha  U.,  Boston I     1  cat. 

Brown,  John  Nicholas,  Providence i  4  ' 

Browneon.  H.  F.,  Detroit,  Mich I 

BryantaDdStrationDuslQessColl^Ee-ProTideDce.,  2cat«,  I 

Biuletin  Mensuel,  Publishers  of I 

Canadian  Bookseller,  Publishers  of,  Toronto | 

Carpenter,  F.  W 

Carter.  Franklin,  President  of  Williams  College,' 

WillinmstowD,  Mass ! | 

Catalogue  Uensuel,  Publishera  >>( 

Catholic  University  of  America,  WashinKton |  1 

Chamberlin,  Mrs.  A.  £.,  Boston 

Chap-book,  Publishera  of,  Chicago ' | 

Chicago  VeKetariau,  Publishera  of 

Children  of  the  First  Church  of  Christ.  Scientist,!  { 

Hi'ovideuce 2    ; . . 

Chivers.  Cedric,  London | i . . 

Citizen,  Piibliabers  of,  Philadelphia 

Citizens'  Union,  Sew  York 3  . i,. 

Civil  Service  Commissiou,  Chicaft** '     1   I  ■  ■ 

Civil  Service  Reform  Association,  New  York 1    ., 

Clark,  (Clarence  II.,  Philadelphia '  2caU.  ] '.. 

Colby  University,  Walervillo,  Me ■     1  1.. 

Congreerational    Churches  in  Maine,  General  ' 

Conference  of '     2 

Cook,  Thomas.  A  Son,  New  York i ,.,,, 

Corliss,  Mrs.  G.  H 1     i 

Corliss,  MisH  Maria  L i 3 

Cornell  University  Agricultural  Experiment  Sta-  i 

tion.  Ithaca,  N.  Y 

Crompton  Co 

Crouter,  A.  L.  E 

Cycling  Chronicle,  Publishers  of 

Danf orth,  Charles 

Dante  Society.  Cambridge,  Mass 

Dart  and  liicelow 

Da'wson.  Alfred 

Day,  Uaniel' 


■■I 


I   AHHUAL   KEPURT. 
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Names. 


»  be  S  ■ 
«  e  £  ^ 


9 


•"2 


ice'?  • 
CO  *- 


S5 


I 


1 
1 
5 


'  1 

G3nnnasium,  Publishers  of ' i . . .         i  uo. 

Harson,  M.  J !  2    ' ii  utj«. 

Hart,  George  T j i     i 

Hart,  H.  H.,  M.  D.,  Minneapolis 

Hartford  Steam  Boiler  Inspection  and  Insurance 
Co.,  Hartford,  Ct 

Hayes,  John  S.,  Somerville,  Mass.* 

Ha^zard,  Rowland,  Peace  Dale 

Hersey,  G.  D.,  M.  D 

Hig^h  ^»chool  Leader,  Publishers  of,  Butte,  Mon- 
tana   

Hilles  &  Jones  Co.",  Wilminj^ton,  N.  J 1  cat.  ' . . . 

Home  Market  Club,  Boston 1  I . . . 

Houghton,  J.  C,  Lynn,  Mass 1     1 

Indian  Rights  Association,  Philadelphia !  i    ... 

Intelligence,  Publishers  of ,  N.  Y 1  no. 

Investor,  Publishers  of,  Los  Angeles,  Cal 14  uos. 

Irish  National  Federation  of  America,New  York.  1 

Jameson,  Professor  J.  F.,  Ph.   D.,  Brown  Uni-I 

versity | i  no. 

Jewelers'  Weekly,  Publishers  of 2  1 o^  nos. 

Journal  of  Orthoepi  and  Orthograil,  Publishers' 

of,  Riugoes.  N.  J 1  no. 


1  no. 

11  DOS. 

04  nos. 

3  DOS. 

12  DOS. 

8  o«Mi. 


1 
43 


42  uos. 


Ideating  Bicycle  Co.,  Providence | 

Keating  Wheel  Co.,  Middletown,  Ct i   1  cat. 

Kennon,  Lyman  W.  V 

King,  E.  P.,  M.  D I  14 

King,  Rev.  Dr.  H.  M 3 

Koenler,  C.  A.,  &  Co ! 4  nos. 

Labour  Copartnership,  Publishers  of,  London, 

En<^land 

Land  of  Sunshine,  Publishers  of,  Los  Angeles, 

Cal 

Lapham,  Hon.  Oscar 

Lawton,  J.  F.  P  

Lee's  illustrated  Values, Publishers  of, New  York. 

Lippitt,  Hon.  Charles  Warren 

Lowdermilk,  W.  H.,  &  Co.,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Lowell  Textile  School,  Lowell,  Mass 


3 
2 


12  DOS. 
14  DOS. 


2 
1 


Lying-in  Hospital,  (Providence) 

M[a]c  Cormick  Harvesting  Machine  Co,  Chi- 
caj^o,  III 

Magazine  of  Poetry,  Publishers  of,  Buffalo 

Maine  (Jenealogicai  Society,  Portland 

Manchester  Rev.  Alfred,  Salem,  Mass 

Manhattan    Agricultural    College   Experiment 
Station,  Manhattan,  Kansas 


1  cat. 


1 
1 


1   DO. 


1  00. 


*  Deceased. 
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XAME9. 

1  111 

t 

iJll! 

j   Icat. 

1 

Boston 1  ...     31      3  U08. 

Manhattan  Optical  C< 
Mason,  .lolin 

Mead,  Edwin 

Meehan'a  MonthW,  Publiabers  of,  PLiladelphii 

Milne.  J.  M  i 

Mineral  collector,  PublisherH  of,  New  York | 

Miacellaneous 110 

Mitchell,  Bessie  M ;   1  cat. 

MosBberg   ""d    Gmnvilie    Manufacturing  Co.. I   i  cat. 

Mowry,  William  A..  Hyde  Park,  Muh I 

Munn&  Co.,  N'ew  York ,  1 

Munroe,  Dr.  w.  L 

Murray.  T.  H.,  Pawiucket i 

Museum  of  Fine  Arte,  BohCod 

Narrasansett  Machine  Co 2  cats, 

Kational   Civil   service    Bofurm    League,   New 

York - ,  1 

National  Educational  Association 

New  Century  Journal,  Pulilisliere  of 

New  Doty  M ai iiif act u ring  Co.,  Jaiicsville,  Wis. . .     1  cat. 

NewKnrtti,  Publisbers  of 

New  England  Anti-Vivlseclion  Society,  Boston.. 

New  England  Cotton  Manufactiiiers'  Association, 

Boston 

New  England  Historic  Genealogical  Society,  Bos- 


1  ; 

New  York,  N'e.-    Haven  and   Hartford   Itailroad 

1  1  ' 

NeW'Churoh   Young    Puople'x  Society,   Provi- 

J 

Newell.  ¥.  W.,  Wasliiu)>ton.  n.  C 

3  nos. 

Ofncial  Statements  of  the  Providence  Banks, 

'■•■ 

Paradise  of  the  raoifit-,  Puhlisliers  of  Honolulu, 

1 
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ParkhUTBt.  Mra.  C,  H„  I'rovidet 
PaWtUClEet  Manufacturing  Co., 
Pentland's  Gazette  of  Lireratur 
Perce.  WaiTen  R,,  Providence... 
Peter  Paul  PublisliinK  Co.,  BuBa 
Phonetic  Journal,  Publishers  of, 
Physio-Medical  Collefie,  Indiai 
Pope  Maoufacturlnic  Co..  Hartfo 
Porter,  H.  K.,  &  Co.,  PlUaburfch 
Postal  Record,  PublisberH  of,  Wi 

Potter.  Alfred  M.,  Boston 

"Present  Problems,"  Publislier 

Preston,  Howard  W 

Providence  Atliletic  AssociAtioi 

r^ovidence  Journal  Co 

Providence  Keele;  IiiBtitute..  . 
Providence  News,  Publishers  c 

Providence  Post  Office 

EYowse,  G.  R.  P.,  Bradford,  Eng 
Public  Ownership  Review,  Publis 

Springs,  Col 

Purdue    Oniversftj'    Agricuttui 

Station,  Greensbui^,  lad 

Purver,  George  M 

Baymoad  A  Whitcomb,  Boston 

Reform  Club,  New  York 

Reformed    (Dutch)    Church  in 

Krunswich.  N.  J 

Rhode  Island  Historical  Societj' 
Rhode  Island  Labor  Day  Commit 
Rhode  Island  Locomotive  Works 

Rhode  Islanil  Tool  Co 

Rhode  Islander.  Publishers  of,  Ei 

Rice,  Howai'd  M 

Richards.  Rev.  C.  A.  L.,  D.  D... 

Rider,  Sidney  S 

Biehld  Brothers  Testing  Machiti 

phia 

Rogers  Locomotive  Co.,  Patersot; 

Rumford  Chemical  Works 

Saint  Gilits  Public  Library.  Londi 
Saint  Mary's  Orphanage,  East  Pri 
Schenectady  Locomotive  Worki 

N.  V 

Searcher,  Publishers  of 

Shakers.  Community  of.  Union 
Sheffield.  William  P..  Newport.. 
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Naueb. 

III! 

i 

C 

11=1 

"11  = 

1 

15 
1 
25 

99 

1 

1 

3 

1 

11  noi. 

1 

2 

1 

18  DOS. 

I 

2 

» 

1 

5 

jencp.... 
ior.  Wla.. 

I 

1 
2 

aai  Expo- 

W«rf 

2 

rnlTertUy, 

J 

4 

lent 

il  E«peri- 

2 

of  Idabo 

Eiperinieiit 

of  Illinois 

Experiment 

Agriuultural  Experi- 

o 
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Names. 


i  I 


^   • 


•S,  lei's  «-s  e« 


University  of  Wisconsin  Agricultural  Experi- 
ment Station 

Updike.  Daniel  Berkeley,  Boston 

Vagledaren,  Publishers  of,  Chicago 

Van  Nostrand,  (D.)  Co.,  New  York 

Vanderbilt  Southern  Historical  Society 

Vegetarian  Messenger,  Publishers  of,  London, 
England 

Venn.  Theodore  J..  Chicago 

Vocalist*  Publishers  of.  New  York . . 

"Walthani  Manufacturing  Co 

Washington  Book  Chronicle,  Publishers  of, 
Washington,  D.  C 

Waterbury  Parrel  Foundry  and  Machine  Co., 
Waterbury,  Ct 

Webb,  Rev.  Samuel  H 

Western  Journal  of  Education,  Publishers  of, 
San  Francisco 

Western  Mining  World,  Publishers  of 

Whist  Publishing  Co.,  Milwaukee 

White,  Mrs.  C.  E.,  Philadelphia 

Williams,  Georee  A.,  Ph.  D 

Wilson,  J.  A.,  Baltimore 

Winship,  George  P 

W^insor,  Justin,  Cambridge,  Mass.* 

"Winthrop,  Robert  C,  Jr.,  Boston 

"Woman's  Christian  Temperance  Union  of 
Rhode  Island 

Woman's  Journal,  Publishers  of 

Women's  Alliance  of  the  First  Congregational 
Church,  Providence 

W^orcester  Academy,  Worcester,  Mass 

Worthingrton,  Henry  R.,  Brooklyn 


2  cats. 


2  cats. 


7  nos. 


2  nos. 

5   DOS. 


12   DOS. 
2   DOS. 


6   DOS. 


4  nos. 
4  nos. 


1 
1 
1 


12   DOS. 


1 

1  cat. 
1  cat. 


057  '  210 


688 


52    Di»8. 


2fMl  DOS. 


♦  Decfa»ed. 

There  have  also  been  receive<l  separate  numbers,  from  tbe  publishers  of  th«  foUowiof 
periodicals : 

Advocate  of  Peace,  AlasXa  Miner,  American  Journal  of  Palmistry,  Anderson  IntelUceneer, 
Anti-vivicection,  Ilnton,  Bencon, Canadian  Engineer, Chap-book, Charles  Anstln  Bates  Crttids'iM, 
Church  Messenger,  Commercial  ^Bulletin,  [San  Francisco],  Commons,  CommoBwealth,  [ Nev 
York],  Cycling  Gazette,  Evangelist,  Frank  Leslie's  Popular  Monthly,  Free  Trader,  Gaaetteaad 
Chronicle,  [Pawtucket],  HeHperian.  Iconoclast,  Intelligence,  National  Builder,  New  Oecasioat, 
New  Times,  Nickel  Magazine,  Offlcial  Bulletin  of  Sportmen*s  Association,  Opera  Glasa« Ovrriaad 
Monthly,  Pacific  Northwest,  J'arRgraphs,  Phrenological  Joarnnl,  Quarterly  Book  BulMia* 
School  Journal,  Self  Culture,  Star,  [San  Francisco],  Up-to-date  Distributor,  Weekly  Bonqvet. 
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B.— PUBLIC ATI0S8  KGCBEVED  FROM 


Alabama,  SUte  of.    State  Agriculturkl 

ment  Station 

Bath,  (EnKlanil),  City  of 

Buffalo.  (N.  Y.),  City  of 

California.  State  of.    UininK  Bureau. . . 
Canada,  Dominion  of.     Department  of 


Colorado,  State  of.    State  AgrioultBral  Experi- 

Conneotiout,  State  of.    Public  Library  Corn- 

Florida,  Stat«  of.    State   Agricnltural    Ezperi- 

lowa.  State  of.    State  Agricultural  Eiperltneut 

Kentuok7,  ijtate  of.    State  Agricultutsl  Experj- 

Maryland,  State  of.    Htate  AgricuHuiitl  Eiperi- 

MaasaohusettB.  siate  of.    Board  of  Gas  anil 

Board  of   Metropolitan    Sewerage    Comtuls- 

1 

Michigan,  state  of.     State  Agrlcullural  Experi- 

Missouri,  State  of.    Experiment  Statiou  of  the 

, 

Montana.  State  of.    State  Agricultural  Ezperi- 

Nevada,  Slate  of.    Stat*  University  Agricultural 

5  no 
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New  Bampslilre,  State  of.    Library  CommissioD.  . . 

State  Aftricnltural  Experiment  Statiou 

New  Jersey,  State  of.    State  Agricultural  Cu11ege| 

Experiment  Station 

StAte  Geologist 

New  York,  State  of.    Dureau   of   StatisticB  of 

Forest  Commission 

State  Agricultural  College  Ezperi  me ut  Station  . , 

State  Library j 

University  of  the  State  of  New  YorL ' . . 

Newport,  City  of.     Superintendent  of  Schools..;.. 

Nortn  Carolina,  State  of.  State  Agricultural  Es-I 
periment  Station '.. 

North  Dakota,  State  of.  State  Aericuttural  Ex- 
j)erimeut  Station !. . 

Ohio,  State  of.  State  ARricultural  Experimeutj 
Station ...'.. 

Oregon,  Stale  of.  State  Agricultural  Eiperimenti 
Station ! . . 

Fennaylvania,  State  of.  State  Agrlcuttuml  Ex- 
periment Statloo ! . . 

Philadelphia.  City  of 

Plainfleld,  {N.  J,),  City  of.    Board  of  Education.].. 

Providence,  City  of 

City  Auditor , 

City  Englueer 

Cily  Messeneer 

Overseer  of  tlie  Poor 

Park  Commjssiouers 

Record  Commissioners 

Providence  Board  of  Ti'ade 

Rhode  Island   State  of 

Adjutant  General 

Boaixl  of  State  Charities 

Board  of  Soldiers'  Belief. 

Board  of  State  House  Cumrolssionera.... 

Bureau  of  Industrial  Statistics 

Commissioner  of  Public  Schools 

Factory  Inspeotors  

Railroad  CommiBsion 

Rhode  Island    College   of  Agriculture   and 

Mechanic  Arts 

Secretary  of  State 

Stale  Auditor  and  Insurance  Commisslouer. 

State  Board  of  Asricutture 

.State  Board  of  Heultli 
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Rhode  iBland,  State  of,  continued.  State  I 

School 

South  DakotH.  State  of.    State  Agricuttui 

ueri  metit  Station 

United  StatcH  of  America.     Bureau  of  An 

Kepublics 

Cuiitireas.     House  of  Represeutativea. 

Department  of  Agriculture 

Department  of  State 

Department  of  the  Interior 

Board  of  Indian  Commissioners . . 

Bureau  of  Education 

Bureau  of  Labor 

Census  Bureau 

ChickamauRa  and  Chattanooga  N 

Park  Association 

Civil  Service  Commission 

Fisb  Commission 

Patent  Office ,     ... 

Department  of  tbe  Navy 

Department  of  the  Treasury 

Bureau  of  tlie  Mitit 

Life  SavinR  Service 

Department  uf  War 

Interstate  Commerce  Commission 

Smithsonian  Institution 

Superintendent  of  Documents. 

United  States  Commission  on  bound 

tween  Venezuela  and  Britieb  Guiana 
Utah,  Stale  of.    State  Agricultural  £xpi 

Station 

Vermont,  state  of.    State  Agricultural 

Virginia,  State  of.  State  Agricultural 
ment  Station 

West  Virginia,  State  of.  State  Agriculti 
perimeiit  .Station 

Wyominsr,  state  of.  State  Agricultural 
ment  Stiition 
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Names. 

i 

1 

ffl! 

.'   1 

1   '----i   

1  oat. 

1  cat. 

..  .'::::1:::::":::: 

Atlantic  Medical  iVoi-kly 

2    ....I....I     52  nos. 

Birmingham  Public  Library,  BlrmiDKban),  Eog- 

Boston  Public  Library,  Boston 

2  cats. 
2  nata. 

Ij....      12D0* 

Brookfine  Public  Librarv.  Brooklmc,  Mrm.  . . . 

I  cat. 

1   ' !      «  no«. 

3  cats. 
1  cat. 



Cardiff  Free  Library    Cardiff.  Wales." 

Carnegie  Library,  Pittsbuigli,  Pa 

1  cat. 
1  cat. 

1  ' 

i6  no.. 

7   DOS. 

City  Library  Association,  Spiincfield,  Mass 

Clerkenwell  Public  Library,  London,  EiiRland. 

io  j    i    

1     2  ].... 

15  nos. 

^l  1! « 

3   DO.. 

1 



13  DO*. 

)over  Public  Library,  Dover,  >'.  H 

Eau  CL-iire  Public  Library,  Eau  Claire,  Wis 1 

Enoch  Pratt  Free  Libraiy,  liallimoic 

Erie  I'nlilic  Library,  Erie,  Pa 

1  cat. 

1  !■-.. 

4  no*. 
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i^awrence  Vree  rauim  J^iorary ,  Lianreiice,  Miue. 

LeedB  Free  Vnhlw  Libi^ry,  Leeds.  EDKland 

Leland  Stanford,  Jr.,  Universitv,  Palo  Alto.  Cal. 

Lemcke  &  Buedmer,  New  York 

Leominster  Public  Library,  Leomhister,  HaM. . 

liibrary  Association,  Portland,  Ore 

Library  Company  of  Pbiladelpbia,  Pblladelpbia. 

Lincoln  Public  Library,  Lincoln,  England 

Locomotive,  Publisbers  of 

Lob  Aiieeles  public  Library,  Lo«  AiiKelen,  (^al. . , 
Macmillan  Co.,  (Tbe),  New  York,  (publishers  of 

Book  Reviews) 

Maelatrom.  Publishera  of 

MaimonideB  Fiee  Library.  New  York 

Maiden  I'ublic  Library,  Unlden,  Mass 

Maeaacbuaetts  Institute  of  Teclinoloey.BoB ton. 
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Names. 


.  tC  «  «  •.     ad        "3 

CO    s    ^    ^  '     o-  '^ 


Mechanics'  Institute,  Oakland,  Cal 

Mechanics^  Institute,  San  Francisco,  Cal 

Mercantile  Library,  New  York 

Mercantile  Library  Company,  Philadelphia 

Milwaukee  Public  Library,  Milwaukee 3  cats. 

Minneapolis  Public  Libi-ary,  Minneapolis 1  car. 

Minnesota  Historical  Society,  St.  Paul,  Minn 

Morse  Institute  Library,  Natick,  Mass 

Mount  Holyoke  College,  South  Hadley,  Mass 

Museum  of  Fine  Arts,  Boston 

Nebraska  Historical  Society,  Lincoln,  Neb 

New  Bedford  Free  Public  Library,  New  Bedford, 

Mass 1  cat. 

New  Haven  Free  Public  Library,  New  Haven,Ct. 

New  Loudon  Free  Public  Library,  New  London, 

Ct 


1 
1 
1 


3 


New  York  Free  Circulating  Library,  New  York. 

New  York  Public  Library,  New  York 

New  York  State  Library,  Albany 

Newark  Free  Public  Library,  Newark 

Newton  Free  Library,  Newton,  Mass 

North  Adams  Public  Library,    North    Adams, 

Mass 

Northwestern  University,  Evanston,  111 1  cat. 

Norton  Public  Library,  Norton,  Mass. 

Oberlin  College,  Oberlin,  O 

Ohio  State  Library,  Columbus,  O 

Omaha  Public  Library,  Omaha,  Neb 

Osterhout  Free  Library,  Wilkes- Bane,  Pa 

Otis  Library,  Norwich,  Ct 3 

Pasadena  Public  Library,  Pasadena,  Cal .2  cats. 

Paterson  Free  Public  Library,  Paterson,  N.  J 

Peabody  Institute,  Baltimore 1  cat. 

Peabody  Institute,  Dan  vers.  Mass 

Peabody  Institute,  Peabody,  Mass 

Peoria  Public  Library,  Peoria,  111 

Peterborough  Public  Library,  Peterborough, 

England 3  cats 

Plymouth  Free  Public  Libi-ary,  Plymouth,  Eng-, 

land 

Portland  Free  Public  Library,  Portland,  Me 

Pratt  Institute,  Brooklyn 1  cat. 

Princeton  University,  Princeton,  N.  J 1  cat. 

Providence  Athemeum 1  cat. 

Providence  Municipal  league 

Providence  Visitor,  Publishers  of 

Quincy  Public  Library,  Quincy,  111 


2 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 


1 
1 


1 
1 
1 
1 


1 
1 
1 
1 
1 


1    . 


«tf    ^    ^    ^  ^ 


ilE 


0  DOS. 


3  DOS. 
0  DOS. 
7  DOS. 


8 

DOS. 

13 

noa. 

10 

not. 

2 

DOS. 

11 

DOS. 

4 

DOS. 

G 

DOS. 

1  DO. 

2  DOS. 
12  DOS. 
12  DOS. 


6  DOS. 


2  DOS. 
I         1  DO. 


1 
1      . 


9  1K>S. 


11   D1S. 

3  DOS. 

>     52  DOS. 

4  DOS. 
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Etedwood  Library,  Newport 

Rhode  Island  Medical  Society 

Rhode  Island  School  of  DeelKo 

Saint  Joseph  Free  Public  LiDrsrjr,  Sal 

Mo 

Saiot  Iiouis  Public  Library,  Saint  Loi 
Saint  Paul  Public  Library,  St.  Paul. . . 
Salem  Public  Library.  SaleiD,  MaM. . 
San  Francisco  Free  Public  Library, 

Scranton  Public  Library,  Scranton,  t 

Seattle  Public  Library,  Seattle,  Wash 

Silas  Broiieon  Library,  Waterbury,  Ct. 

Somerville  Public  Library,  Somervill 

BouthbridgePublic  Library,  Southbt 

Bprmgfieia  Public  Library,  Springfle 

Taunton  Public  Libi-ary,  Taunton,  Ml 

Tennessee  University,  Knosville,  Tet 

Thomas  Ci-ane  Public  Library,  Quinc 

Tokyo  Public  Library,  Tokyo,  Japan. 

Toronto  Public  Library,  Toronto,  Onl 

Trinity  ColleBe.  Hartford,  Ct 

Tufta  College,  Cnllege  Hill,  Mais 

Tufts  Library,  Weymoutli,  Mass 

Tulane  University,  New  Orleans 

University  of  Chicago,  Chicago 

Dniversity  of  Colorado,  Boulder,  Col 1  cat. 

University  of  Micbigan,  Ann  Arbor.  Mich 

University  of  Penusylvania.  Philadelphia 1  cat. 

University  of  Rochester,  Rochester,  N.  Y 2  cats. 

University  of  Wisconsin    Madison,  Wis 

Uzbridge  Free  Public  Libiary,  Uxbridite,  Mass 

"Waltham  Public  Library,  Waltham,  Mass 1  cat. 

■Warren  County  Ubravy,  Monmouth,  111 

"Wellesley  Colfene  Library,  Wellesley,  Haas i  1 

"Westerly  Public  Library,  Westerly,  R.  I ;   1  cat. 

Western  Reserve  University,  Cleveland,  0 2 

^Villiams  Collet^e,  Williamstovrn,  Mass 2  cats. 

Wilmin^OQ  Institute,  Wilmington,  Del... 

Winchester  Public  Library 

Woburn  Public  Library,  Woburn,  Mass 

'Wolverhampton  Free  Library,  Wolverhamp- 
ton, Euftlaiid 

Worcester  Free  Public  Library,  Worcester, 
Uaii 

Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  New  York.  . 


FBOTIDKKCK   PDULIC   UBXART. 
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'i^J, 


Youner  Men's  CliriBtiftD  Association,  ( 
dence) ■- . 

Young  Men's  Christian  AtHOoiation,  In 
tioiial  Committee  ot 

Youngr  Men's  Cliristian  Association,  Tn 
Sclioot,  Springfield,  Moss 

RECAPITULATION  0 


i 

>b 

057 
36 

210 

398 

2 

I   2,iHI  numbers. 

093 
106 

m 

138 

090 
10 

)  3,lonnumbeiii. 

am  numbers. 

Aggregate^ 

7oe 

'■*■* 

1         a  atlaMS. 
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APPENDIX  NO.  11. 

LIBRARY   SERVICE. 

kViLLiAM  E.  F08TBK,  Librarian.        Edward  C.  Bixdy,  A8Mistant  Librarian, 

DAY  FORCE. 

Miss  Alice  6.  Borden,  (Card  Catalogue). 

Miss  Rose  Colling  ham,  (Refristration  Departmeut). 

Miss  M.  Isabel  Emerson,  (Ordering  Department). 

Miss  Mabel  £.  Emerson,  (Information  Desk). 

Miss  May  C.  Essex,  (Delivery  Desk). 

MiKs  Adelaide  C.  Gale,  (Accession  Department). 

EVENING   FORCE. 

AKTurR  G.  Host,  (Receiving  Desk). 
Miss  Lilian  F.  Keith,  (Delivery  Desk). 
Miss  Bertha  H.  Lyman,  (Information  Desk). 

sunday  and  holiday  force. 
Charles  D.  Atkins. 


FORM  OF  BEQUEST. 

1  jrive  and  beqin^alh  lo  the  I*kovii)ENCE  PriiLic  Likra 
riitinri  rreateil  by  the  (General  A«<s«eiiibly  ot  the  Stato  ol  I 
and  hK'ateil  in  IVovidmce,  in  .^aid   State,  the  811111  of 

DollarH,  to  have  and  to  hold  t) 
them,  the  .-^aici  ri!i»vii>KNCK  PtBUC  Library^  their  « 
Hei»*i^nh,  ior  the  general  iibes  and  piirpose^  of  said  Corporatio 


